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MaL  xiii.  53. 

Things  New  and  Old: 

OR, 

A  LARGE  STOREHOUSE  OF 
[MILES, SENTENCES,  APOLOGUES,  ALLEGORIES, 
APOPHTHEGMS,  ADAGES, 
DIVINE  MORAL,  POLITICAL,  &C., 
WITH  THEIR  SEVERAL  APPLICATIONS. 


[  250.  To  Appear  before  God  m  all  Humility, 
how  High  soever  our  Condition  be. 


T  is  observable  of  Rebecca,  that  all  the  way  of  her  jour- 
ney, she  was  mounted  on  a  camel,  and  rode  amongst  the 
servants ;  but  when  she  had  once  set  her  eye  upon  Isaac, 
then  she  lighted  down  from  the  camel,  and  put  herself 
into  a  posture  of  all  humble  and  low  obeisance.  So 
must  the  men  of  this  world  do,  however  it  be,  that  many  of  them 
bear  up  their  heads  on  high,  stand  upon  the  upper  ground  of  riches 
and  preferment,  and  are  therefore  bold  and  careless,  not  so  much  as 
once  minding  those  that  are  below  them  ;  yet,  when  they  come  into 
the  Lord's  presence,  and  are  to  deal  with  the  great  God  of  Heaven 
and  earth,  then  they  are  to  come  down  from  their  camels,  fall  down 
and  kneel  before  the  Lord  their  Maker,  and  be  as  humble,  lowly, 
and  vile  in  their  own  eyes,  as  possibly  may  be. 

1  Gen.  ttiv.  Templa  fttas  ntpplex.  J.  Smith  on  Lord's  Prayer. 
VOL.  II.  I 
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1 25 1.  How  it  is  that  Faith  is  the  First  Act 

of  Repentance. 

As  a  prisoner,  that  lies  in  hold  for  debt,  if  a  man  should  come 
unto  him,  and  promise  him,  that  he  would  take  order  to  pay  his 
debt,  and  thereby  discharge  him  of  his  imprisonment ;  he  first  be- 
lieves that  he  is  both  able  and  willing  so  to  do  it ;  then  he  hopes 
for  it ;  and  lastly,  he  is  as  it  were  dissolved  into  love,  ravished 
with  the  thoughts  of  such  an  unexpected  relief;  and  therefore 
seeketh  to  do  all  things  that  may  please  him  :  so  if  is  with  a  re- 
penting convert,  he  first  believes  that  God  will  do  what  He  bath 
promised,  that  is,  pardon  his  sins,  and  take  away  his  iniquities  ; 
then  he  resteth,  that  what  is  so  promised  shall  be  performed ;  and 
from  that,  and  for  it,  he  leaves  sin,  forsaketh  his  old  course  of  life, 
which  was  displeasing,  and  for  the  time  to  come  maketh  it  his 
work  to  do  that  which  is  pleasing  and  acceptable  in  His  sight 

A.  Stock,  Doctrine  0/  Repent.        Nemo  recti  posiit  paenitentiam  agtrt  m-i  qui 
speraverity  (Srv.    Ambros,  de  Panit.  Lib.  i.  cap.  I. 

1 252.  The  Comfortable  Art  of  Spiritualising 
the  several  Occurrences  of  the  World,  and 
Observing  God's  Providences  therein. 

It  is  storied  of  Mr.  Dod,  (a  painful  preacher  in  his  time,)  that  in- 
tending to  marry,  but  being  troubled  with  fears  and  cares,  how  he 
should  be  able  to  live  in  that  condition,  in  regard  that  his  incomes 
were  but  small,  enough  only  to  maintain  him  as  a  single  man  ; 
looking  out  of  the  window,  and  seeing  a  hen  scraping  for  food,  to 
cherish  her  numerous  brood  about  her,  thought  thus  with  himself, 
This  hen  did  but  live  before  it  had  the  chickens,  and  now  she 
lives  with  all  her  little  ones.  Upon  which,  he  added  this  thought 
also :  I  see  the  fowls  of  the  air  neither  sow,  nor  reap,  nor  gather 
into  barns ;  and  yet  my  heavenly  Father  feeds  them,  Matth,  vi. 
aiS.  Thus  did  he,  and  thus  many  of  God's  servants 1  have  done 
before  him ;  and  thus  did  our  Blessed  Lord  and  Saviour  Himself, 
who  took  occasion  of  the  water  fetched  up  solemnly  to  the  altar, 
from  the  well  of  Shiloh,  on  the  day  of  the  great  Hosanna,  to  me- 
itate  and  discourse  of  the  water  of  life.    And  so  must  all  of  us 


1  S.  Augustin.,  Estie,  Doing,  Bolton,  Ac 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &c.  3 

do,  get  this  sweet  and  comfortable  art  of  spiritualising  the  several 
occurrences  in  the  world,  and  observing  the  Providences  of  God 
therein,  drawing,  like  the  bee,  sweetness  from  every  flower,  and 
turning  everything  that  we  hear  or  see  into  holy  meditation  ;  the 
omission  whereof  cannot  be,  without  the  neglect  of  God,  His 
creatures,  ourselves.  The  creatures  are  half  lost,  if  we  only  em- 
ploy them,  not  learn  something  of  them  ;  God  is  wronged,  if  His 
creatures  be  unregarded:  we  most  of  all,  if  we  read  this  great 
volume  of  the  creatures,  and  take  out  no  lesson  for  our  own  in- 
struction. 

T.  Whites  Treatment  0/  the  Power  of  Godliness.       Jos.  Hall's  Art  0/  Divine 

Meditation. 

1253.  Men  hardly  Drawn  out  of  Old  Customs 
and  Forms  in  Religious  Worship. 

is  reported  of  the  King  of  Morocco,  that  he  told  the  English 
bassador,  in  King  John's  time,  that  he  had  lately  read  St. 
aul's  Epistles,  which  he  liked  so  well,  that  were  he  to  choose  his 
religion,  he  would  embrace  Christianity :  but,  saith  he,  every  one 
ought  to  die  in  the  faith  wherein  he  was  born.  So  it  is  with  many 
amongst  us,  they  are  persuaded  they  ought,  and  are  resolved  they 
will  live  and  die  in  those  customs  and  ways,  wherein  they  were 
bom  :  and  so  they  may  do,  nay,  so  they  must  do  ;  provided  that 
such  customs  and  forms,  whereunto  they  seem  to  be  so  fast  glued, 
be  according  to  t!ie  pattern  in  the  Mount,  the  revealed  will  of 
God  :  but  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  such  are  more  addicted  to  customs 
than  Scriptures,  choosing  rather  to  follow  what  hath  been,  though 
never  so  absurd  and  irregular,  than  consider  what  should  be,  though 
never  so  orthodox  and  uniform. 

• 

"it.  Heylin,  Costnography.        Aden  a  tctteris  assutseere  multurn  est.  Virg. 
Garg.  Lib.  ii. 

254.  The  Great  Love  of  Christ  to  be  at  an 
High  Esteem,  and  why  so. 

There  is  a  story  of  an  elephant,  which  being  fallen  down,  and  un- 
able to  help  himself,  or  get  up  again,  by  reason  of  the  inflexible- 
ness  of  his  legs ;  a  forester  coming  by,  helped  him  up,  wherewith 
the  elephant  (a  creature  otherwise  docile  enough,  by  the  very 
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instinct  of  nature)  was  so  affected,  that  he  tamely  followed  the 
man  up  and  down,  would  do  any  thing  for  him,  and  never  left 
him  till  his  dying  day.  Now  so  it  is,  that  if  there  be  such  love 
expressed  by  brute  beasts,  to  those  which  have  done  them  any 
good,  should  not  we  much  more  love  and  prize  Christ,  that  hath 
done  so  much  for  us  1  For  we  were  fallen,  and  could  not  recovei 
or  help  ourselves  ;  and  Christ  hath  lifted  us  up,  and  redeemed  us 
with  His  own  most  precious  blood,  when  we  were  even  lost  and 
undone  !  let  us  then  think  nothing  too  much  to  do,  too  great  to 
sutler,  too  dear  to  part  withal,  for  such  a  Christ,  such  a  Saviour, 
that  thought  nothing  too  much  to  do.  or  too  grievous  to  suffer,  that 
so  He  might  accomplish  the  workof  ourredemption;  He  left  Heaven 
for  us,  let  not  us  think  much  to  lose  earth  for  Him  ;  He  came  out 
of  His  Father's  bosom  for  us,  let  not  us  be  unwilling  to  leave 
father,  or  mother,  or  friends,  or  anything  else,  for  Him  ;  He  under- 
went sufferings,  reproaches,  afflictions,  persecutions,  yea,  death  it- 
self, for  ns  ;  let  not  us  repine  at,  or  be  impatient  under  any  trouble 
or  misery  we  shall  meet  with  here  in  this  world,  for  His  sake,  but 
still  be  praising,  blessing,  and  magnifying  the  love  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus,  who  hath  done  so  much  for  us. 

.■Eliani  Varia  Hist.       Magnus  amoris  amor.       Christian  Love,  Wmih,  and 
Mercy  ;  a  Serin,  on  I  Thess,  v.  9. 

1 255.  Faith  to  be  Preserved  as  the  Head  of 
all  Graces,  and  why  so. 

It  is  observed  that  the  serpent  is  of  all  things  most  careful  of  his 
head,  because  he  well  knows,  though  he  be  cut  and  mangled  never 
so  much  in  the  body,  or  any  part  of  it,  yet  if  his  head  be  but 
whole,  it  will  cure  all  the  wounds  of  the  other  members.  And 
such  wisdom  ought  all  of  us  to  have,  to  labour  above  all  things  to 
keep  our  head,  our  faith,  whole  and  sound,  to  make  sure  of  that, 
whatsoever  we  do ;  because  if  anything  else  receive  a  wound,  if 
any  other  of  our  graces  have,  as  it  were,  even  lost  their  spiritual 
strength  and  vigour,  faith  will  renew  them  again  ;  but  if  this  once 
suffer  shipwreck,  it  will  cost  many  a  sigh,  many  a  tear,  many  a 
groan  in  the  spirit,  before  it  be  recovered  again  :  for,  without  it, 
all  other  graces  decay  and  perish,  are  as  in  a  winter  condition  of 
barrenness  without  it ;  yet,  if  it  do  but  appear,  there  will  be  a 
spring  tide  of  all  spiritual  blessings  whatsoever. 

Ulysses  Aldravand.  deSerp      Serpens  minimum  turat  si  corpus  rnciiMw,  ts 
Chrysost.  Homil.  24,  in  Matth. 
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1256.  Trouble  and  Vexation  of  Spirit  not  to 
be  allayed  by  IVrong  Means  and  PVays. 

It  is  said  of  Cain,  that  being  in  trouble  of  mind  and  terror  of  con- 
science, for  his  bloody  sin  of  fratricide,  he  went  to  allay  it  by 
building  a  city,  Gen,  iv.  And  there  was  no  way  to  drive  away 
Saul's  melancholy,  but  by  David's  tuning  of  his  harp.  Thus  it  is 
with  most  of  people,  when  they  are  under  trouble  of  mind,  or 
vexation  of  spirit,  they  use  sinful  and  wrong  means  to  quiet  them- 
selves ;  they  run  to  merry  meetings,  to  music,  to  building,  to  bar- 
gaining, to  buying  and  selling ;  but  they  run  not  to  God  on  the 
bended  knees  of  their  hearts,  who  is  the  only  speedy  help  in  such 
» time  of  need.  It  cannot  be  denied  but  that  a  merry  meeting, 
music,  or  the  like,  may  allay  the  trouble  of  mind  for  a  while,  but 
it  will  recoil  with  more  terror  than  before.  A  sad  remedy,  not 
much  unlike  to  a  man  in  a  fever,  that  lets  down  cold  drink,  which 
cools  for  the  present,  but  afterwards  increaseth  the  more  heat ;  or 
like  a  man  rubbing  himself  with  nettles  to  allay  the  sting  of  a  bee  ; 
or  not  much  unlike  to  one  that  hath  his  house  a  falling,  and  takes 
a  firebrand  to  uphold  it,  whereby  the  building  is  more  in  danger. 

Ede,  Hie,  fude,  post  mortem  nulla  voluntas. 


1257.  Prosperity  will  Discover  what  a  Man  is. 

It  is  said  of  Pius  Quintus,  so  called  because  that  when  he  was  a 
(Bean  man,  he  was  looked  on  as  a  good  man  ;  but  when  he  came 
to  be  a  cardinal,  he  doubted  of  his  salvation;  and  when  a  pope,  he 
despaired  of  it.  So  hard  a  thing  is  it  for  a  good  man  to  use  a 
prosperous  estate  well.  Prosperity  is  that  which  will  tell  you  what 
1  man  is,  it  will  soon  find  htm  out ;  give  him  power,  and  he  will 
soon  show  what  grace  is  in  him ;  put  him  into  an  office,  and  he 
will  presently  be  seen  in  it.  Hence  it  is  observable,  that  the  same 
word  that  signifies  prosperity,  nrt»,  scha/vat,  in  the  Hebrew,  is 
rendered  by  the  Arabic,  investigation  and  by  the  Septuagirtt,  «fera<r- 
poi,  inquisition  or  examination,  to  make  a  strict  search,  or  to  ex- 
amine thoroughly.  So  that  whereas  adversity  tries  but  one  grace, 
that  is  patience,  prosperity  will  try  all  graces  ;  it  will  try  a  man's 
love,  whether  he  love  God  or  the  world  ;  it  will  try  his  zeal, 
whether  at  a  dead  lift  he  will  venture  Christ  or  his  estate  ;  it  will 
try  his  hope,  whether  it  be  on  Heaven  or  earth ;  it  will  try  his 
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charity,  whether  it  be  at  home  or  abroad ;  it  will  try  the  whole 
man,  and  suddenly  discover  to  the  world  what  metal  he  is  made  of. 

Vut  Pius  intus.       Magistrates  indicat  virum.       Non  facile  est  aqua  commoda 
mente  pati.    Ovid,  Art.  ii. 


1 258.  God's  Ends  and  Man's  Ends,  as  to  the 
Persecution  of  His  Church,  the  Vast 
Difference  betwixt  them. 

A  physician  letteth  a  man  blood  by  the  application  of  leeches, 
and  they  suck  much  blood  from  him  ;  but  the  physician's  ends  are 
one  thing,  and  the  leeches'  ends  are  another  thing  :  the  leech 
draweth  blood  from  the  man  only  to  satisfy  itself ;  but  the  physi- 
cian letteth  the  man  blood  tc  cure  his  distemper.  Such  is  the 
difference  between  God's  ends  and  wicked  men's  ends  in  the  per- 
secution of  His  own  people ;  God,  by  suffering  His  own  church  and 
people  to  be  persecuted,  it  is  for  to  purge  away  their  evil  distem- 
pers of  sin  and  security,  or  whatsoever  it  is  that  may  offend,  that 
thereby  He  may  make  His  people  better  by  their  afflictions  ;  but 
wicked  and  ungodly  men,  by  troubling  the  church,  it  is  for  to 
destroy  them  and  root  them  out,  that  they  may  be  no  more  a 
people,  to  accomplish  their  own  wicked  designs,  and  to  satisfy 
their  rage  and  malice  upon  them,  in  their  utter  ruin  and  over- 
throw. These  are  their  ends,  but  God  hath  other  ends  ;  as  Joseph 
said  to  his  brethren  (Gen.  xlv.),  You  did  intend  me  hurt,  but  God 
did  intend  me  good ;  so  it  may  be  said  concerning  all  ungodly 
wicked  men,  they  do  intend  evil  against  the  church  and  people 
of  God,  but  God  intends  His  people's  good  ;  they  intend  to  perse- 
cute and  destroy,  but  He  intends  (maugre  all  their  contrivements 
whatsoever)  to  preserve,  keep,  and  continue  His  church,  to  the 
end  of  the  world.  Let  the  church's  enemies  plough  never  so 
deeply,  and  make  furrows  on  the  backs  of  God's  people  never  so 
long ;  yet  God's  ends  are  grace,  and  mercy,  and  peace,  to  do 
them  good  in  the  latter  end. 

Jer.  Whitaker's  Srrm.  at  Westminster,  1647.      Sape  tulit  lassis  uecus  amana 
ofiem.    Ovid,  Amor.       Magna  est  Veritas  et  fravalebit. 
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259.  The  Serious  Confession  of  one  Sinner 
to  another,  may  be  the  Conversion  one  of 
the  other. 

It  is  related  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  that  being  upon  his  return 
from  Patmos  to  Ephesus,  after  the  death  of  Domitian,  he  was  set 
upon  by  a  company  of  thieves,  amongst  whom  was  a  young  man 
their  captain ;  to  him  St.  John  applied  himself,  by  way  of 
wholesome  counsel  and  advice,  which  took  so  good  effect,  that  he 
became  a  new  man,  and  was  converted,  and  went  thereupon  to  all 
his  fellow  thieves,  and  besought  them  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
that  they  would  not  walk  any  longer  in  their  former  wicked  ways. 
He  told  them  withal,  that  he  was  troubled  in  conscience  for  his 
former  wicked  life,  and  earnestly  entreated  them,  that  as  they  ten- 
dered the  eternal  welfare  of  their  own  poor  souls,  they  would 
now  leave  off  their  old  courses,  and  live  more  conscionably  for  the 
time  to  come.  The  counsel  was  good,  and  well  taken,  so  that 
many  of  those  great  robbers  became  great  converts.  Thus  it  is 
that  one  sinner's  confession  of  his  faults  to  another,  may  happily 
prove  the  conversion  one  of  the  other.  Hence  it  is  that  the 
meaning  of  that  apostolical  precept,  Confess  your  faults  one  to 
another,  Jam.  v.  16,  is  made  out  by  some  interpreters  to  be,  that 
those  that  have  been  partners  together  in  sin,  they  should  go  one 
to  another,  and  seriously  confess  their  sins  each  to  other.  He 
that  hath  been  a  drunkard,  let  him  go  to  his  companion  and  tell 
him  that  he  is  troubled  in  mind,  because  of  his  former  excess ; 
aad  let  the  unclean  person  go  to  his  partner  in  sin,  and  tell  her, 
God  hath  troubled  his  conscience  for  his  lust,  and,  it  may  be, 
this  may  awaken  her  conscience  too,  so  that  she  may  bethink  her- 
self of  her  wicked  courses  and  be  converted. 

Fttttbius  in  liisteria.  Lib.  iii.  cap.  22.         O/im  maninisst dolcbit.  Numea 
cen/asis  aliquod  paid.  Ovid. 

1260.  The  not  Laying  of  the  Church's  Troubles 
to  Heart  reprovablc. 

It  is  worth  the  taking  notice  of,  how  that  when  the  Holy  Ghost 
doth  reckon  up  the  tribes  of  Israel  for  their  renown,  as,  Of  the  tribe 
of  Judah  were  sealed  twelve  thousand,  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben  were 
waled  twelve  thousand,  &c,  Rev.  vii.    But  if  you  mark  the  enu- 
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meration,  you  shall  find  one  tribe  left  out,  and  that  is  the  tribe  of 
Dan.  And  why  is  it  so  1  Much  ado  there  is  to  find  out  the 
reason  of  God's  omission  of  that  tribe  ;  one  reason  is,  and  that  a 
true  one  too,  because  this  tribe  made  a  defection  from  the  true 
worship  of  God,  and  fell  to  idolatry,  Judges  xviii.  30.  Another 
reason  there  is,  and  that  probable  enough,  because  they  did  not 
lay  to  heart  the  calamities  of  God's  church  ;  for  when  the  other 
tribes  were  jeoparding  their  lives  in  the  highest  places  of  the  field, 
they  remained  in  ships,  let  the  rest  of  the  tribes  shift  for  themselves, 
they  would  not  lose  their  trading  so,  they  would  follow  their  mer- 
chandising. And  for  this  it  was  that  God  sets  a  brand  of  obloquy 
upon  them,  in  not  allowing  them  so  much  as  a  name  among 
their  brethren  and  companions.  And  thus  reprovable,are  all  they 
too,  that  lay  nothing  of  the  church's  calamities  to  heart,  let  religion 
sink  or  swim,  the  Gospel  stand  or  fall,  the  church  of  God  prosper 
or  prosper  not;  they  are  but  as  so  many  Gallios,  they  care  for 
none  of  all  these  things;  like  the  tribe  of  Dan,  they  remain  in  their 
ships,  at  their  trades,  at  their  bargaining,  buying  and  selling ; 
though  the  church's  sorrows  come  on  never  so  fast,  they  look  on 
as  altogether  unconcerned,  not  in  any  way  contributing  to  the 
support  thereof. 

E  terra  sptctantts  naufragium  et  de  tiiari  judicanta  Achhiot.    Eriunt.  in  Adag. 


1261.  Heaven,  the  Poor  Saint's  Comfortable 
Inheritance. 

Valens  the  emperor  threatened  St.  Basil,  that  let  him  go  whither 
he  would,  yet  he  should  neither  by  sea  nor  land,  be  safe  from  his 
power  ;  Well,  said  the  good  man,  be  it  so  :  for  all  the  emperor's 
rage  I  shall  be  either  in  Heaven  or  under  Heaven.  And  in  the 
like  manner  there  was  a  cardinal  threatened  Luther,  that  there 
should  not  be  a  place  left  for  him  in  all  the  empire  of  Germany, 
wherein  he  should  be  free  from  danger  s  0  (saith  Luther  smilingly) 
if  earth  cannot  keep  me  safe,  Heaven  shall.  Thus  it  is  that  many 
of  the  dear  servants  of  God,  such  as  perhaps  have  no  place  in  the 
world  wherein  to  put  their  heads,  or  such  as  heretofore  had  better 
accommodations,  but  are  now  glad  to  live  in  poor  cottages,  smoky 
houses,  &c,  or  such  (as  it  may  be)  are  driven  to  and  fro  by  sea 
and  land,  as  having  no  abiding  place  of  rest  or  safety,  where  to 
repose  themselves  ;  yet  here  is  their  hope,  here  their  comfortable 
assurance,  that  maugre  the  malice  of  men  and  devils,  they  shall  be 
either  in  Heaven  or  under  Heaven ;  though  they  have  no  abiding 
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ce  on  earth  below,  yet  they  have  one  prepared  for  them  eter- 
atly  in  the  heavens  above. 

.V.'.v/s4.  in  l/ist.  Eala.       Joh.  Sicilian  in  Com.       Locum  virtus  habei  inur 
astra.    Sen,  Hercmlct. 

1262.  The  not  Growing  in  Grace  reproved. 

Iwk  but  upon  a  company  of  ants  or  pismires,  how  busy  they  are 
about  a  molehill,  how  they  run  to  and  fro,  and  wear)-  themselves 
in  their  several  movings,  yet  never  grow  great,  but  as  to  the  slen- 
der proportion  of  their  bodies  are  still  the  same.  And  such  are 
many  Christians  in  these  days,  many  professors  in  our  times,  who 
go  from  one  ordinance  to  another,  and  yet  make  little  progress  or 
increase  in  religion  ;  such  as  run  from  one  church  to  another,  from 
one  preacher  to  another,  and  it  may  be  from  one  opinion  to 
another,  but  never  grow  up  to  the  true  grace,  and  in  the  true 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

Chr.  Love,  Growlli  in  Grace. 

1 263.  Whilst  we  are  here  in  this  IVor/d,  to 
Provide  for  Heaven  hereafter. 

There  is  mention  made  of  a  nation,  that  use  to  choose  their  kings 
every  year,  and  whilst  they  are  in  their  annual  government,  they 
live  in  all  abundance  of  state,  have  all  the  fullness  their  hearts  can 
wish  ;  but  when  the  year  is  once  over,  all  their  pomp  and  glory  is 
over  too,  and  they  banished  into  some  obscure  remote  place  for 
ever  :  one  king  hearing  this,  being  called  to  rule  over  that  nation, 
made  such  use  of  his  time,  that  in  the  year  wherein  he  reigned  as 
king,  he  was  not  lavish  in  spending  his  revenues,  but  heaped  up 
all  the  treasure  he  could  get  together,  and  sent  it  before  him  to 
that  place,  whither  he  should  be  banished  ;  and  so  in  that  year  of 
his  government,  made  a  comfortable  provision  for  all  his  lifetime 
afterwards.  Thus  it  is,  that  God  hath  given  to  every  one  of  us  a 
time  to  live  here  in  this  world,  and  but  a  little  time  at  the  most, 
it  may  be  not  a  week,  not  a  day,  not  an  hour ;  it  will  be  then  the 
greatest  part  of  our  wisdom,  that  whilst  we  are  here  in  the  way  to 
salvation,  and  suck  at  the  breasts  of  those  ordinances  that  may 
feed  us  to  eternal  life,  and  draw  at  those  wells,  called  in  Scrip- 
ture, the  wells  of  salvation ;  now  to  lay  up  for  the  time  of  our 
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banishment,  before  we  go  hence  and  be  no  more  seen ;  and  be 
sure  whilst  we  are  in  this  world,  to  provide  for  Heaven  hereafter. 

Sparta.  Imfkntur  veteris  Bacchi,  <5rv.  Se  cams  comfonit  ad  omncs. 
Quum  viderimus  aliqnem  senium  Dei  provider*  <frv.  Aug .  in  Lib.  de  Strut, 
liem.  in  A/an. 

1264.  As  we  are  called  Christians,  to  Bear 
up  Ourselves  like  Christians. 

Alexander  the  Great,  when  he  was  invited  to  run  a  race 
among  the  common  multitude,  he  gave  them  this  answer  :  Were 
I  not  the  son  of  a  king,  I  did  not  care  what  company  I  kept ;  but 
being  the  son  of  a  prince,  I  must  employ  myself  in  such  company 
as  is  suitable  to  my  birth  and  breeding.  Thus  stood  he  then  upon 
the  honour  of  his  family,  and  would  not  disgrace  his  princely 
nature  so  far  as  to  be  familiar  amongst  the  vulgar  rabble.  And 
thus  must  every  one  of  us  do.  We  have  each  of  us  a  race  to  run, 
for  so  the  ways  of  Christianity  are  called  ;  we  are  as  Alexander 
was,  kings  and  princes  in  all  lands.  Now  so  it  is  that  sin,  as  a 
vagabond  and  loose  companion,  would  seek  to  converse  with  us  ; 
the  devil's  aim  is  that  we  should  mix  ourselves  with  such  lusts  and 
such  sins  as  he  presents  unto  us  ;  lust  would  have  our  hearts,  and 
sin  would  have  our  affections,  both  of  them  strive  to  be  familiar 
with  us  ;  but  let  us  answer  them  from  a  noble  and  generous  mind 
as  Alexander  did  :  That  we  will  not  so  abase  and  dishonour  our- 
selves, as  to  mix  or  join  ourselves  with  the  base  and  common 
things  of  this  world,  but  stand  upon  the  honour  of  our  spiritual 
birth,  and  do  nothing  that  may  any  way  be  dishonourable  to  the 
excellency  of  our  high  calling  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Plutarch  in  Vita.       Ncn  nati  led faeti sumus  Christiani.  Detinquaidi 
materia  debet  prescinds.    Cyprian,  Lib.  i.  Epist.  2. 

1265.  To  take  Especial  Care  for  the  Soul's 

Safety. 

It  is  observable  that  if  merchants  venture  a  great,  or  most  part  of 
their  estates  at  sea,  where  there  may  be  hazard  in  the  voyage, 
they  will  run  speedily  to  insure  a  great  part  of  their  commodities  ; 
and  thus  should  all  of  us  do.  This  body  of  ours  is  the  ship,  the 
merchandise  and  freight  in  this  ship  is  no  less  than  our  most  pre- 
cious soul ;  glory  celestial  is  the  port  whereat  she  would  arrive, 
but  many  dangers  there  are  in  the  way,  storms  and  tempests  of 
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temptations  are  on  every  side,  she  may  chance  to  run  upon  the 
rocks  of  presumption,  or  sink  into  the  quicksands  of  despair,  what 
is  then  to  be  done  T  By  all  means  go  to  the  insuring  office,  let 
us  run  to  the  testimony  of  Christ's  Spirit  in  our  own  spirits,  by  the 
Word  to  evidence,  and  make  it  out  clear  unto  us,  that  the  ship 
shall  be  safe,  the  commodity  brought  secure  to  the  haven,  that 
ship,  body  and  soul  and  all,  shall  anchor  safely  in  Heaven,  there 
to  rest  with  Christ  in  glory  for  evermore. 

BtrnarJin.  Sinensis,  de  More  Glorhso.    if'VX'it  i'l/U^o"  *a®  &  Sivy.  Menanjer. 

1266.  Idleness  the  very  Inlet  to  all  Tempta- 
tions. 

lr  was  the  speech  of  Mr.  Greenham  (some  time  a  painful  preacher 
of  this  nation )  that  when  the  devil  tempted  a  poor  soul,  she  came 
i<>  him  for  advice,  how  she  might  resist  the  temptation,  and  he 
gave  her  this  answer  :  Never  be  idle,  but  be  always  well  employed; 
for  in  my  own  experience  I  have  found  it,  when  the  devil  came 
to  tempt  me,  I  told  him  that  I  was  not  at  leisure  to  hearken  to 
his  temptation,  and  by  this  means  I  resisted  all  his  assaults.  Thus 
must  all  of  us  do.  when  the  devil  comes  to  tempt  any  of  us,  say  : 
!  am  not  at  leisure  to  lend  an  ear  to  thy  temptations,  I  am  other- 
wise employed,  I  am  in  the  work  of  my  God,  busied  in  the  work 
of  my  lawful  catling,  and  taken  up  with  the  thoughts  of  God's 
blessings  thereupon,  then  he  will  never  be  able  to  fasten  upon 
thee ;  for  so  it  is,  that  he  never  gets  advantage  of  any  man  or 
woman,  but  either  when  they  are  out  of  God's  way,  or  idle,  or 
have  their  hands  in  some  sinful  action,  then  it  is  that  they  do  even 
tempt  the  tempter  to  tempt  them,  and  lay  themselves  open  to  a 
«  orld  of  sin  and  wickedness. 

It.  Greenham  in  his  Works.        Nan  vacat  cxigws  rebus  adesse,  <&*t". 
In  promplu  eausa  est  desidiosus  erat.  Ovid. 

1 267.  Action  the  very  Life  of  the  Soul. 

Whilst  the  stream  keeps  running,  it  keeps  clear ;  but  if  it  comes 
once  to  a  standing  water,  then  it  breeds  frogs  and  toads,  and  all 
manner  of  filth.  The  keys  that  men  keep  in  their  pockets,  and 
use  every  day,  wax  brighter  and  brighter  ;  but  if  they  be  laid  aside 
and  hang  by  the  walls,  they  soon  grow  rusty.  Thus  it  is  that 
action  is  the  very  life  of  the  soul ;  whilst  we  keep  going  and  run- 
ning in  the  ways  of  God's  commandments,  we  keep  clear  and 
free  from  the  world's  pollutions ;  but  if  we  once  flag  in  our  dili- 
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gence  and  stand  still,  oh,  what  a  puddle  of  sin  will  the  heart  be 
How  rusty  and  useless  will  our  graces  grow  !  How  unserviceable 
for  God's  worship,  how  unfit  for  man,  by  reason  of  the  many 
spiritual  diseases  that  will  invade  the  soul  I  Just  like  scholars  that 
are  for  the  most  part  given  to  a  sedentary  life,  whose  bodies  are 
more  exposed  to  ill  humours,  than  any  others;  whereas  they  whose 
livelihoods  lie  in  a  handicraft  trade,  are  always  in  motion  and  stir- 
ring, so  that  the  motion  expels  the  ill  humours  that  they  cannot 
seize  upon  the  body :  so  in  the  soul,  the  less  any  man  acts  in  the 
matter  of  its  concernment,  the  more  spiritual  diseases  and  infirmi- 
ties will  grow  in  it ;  whereas  the  more  active  and  industrious  men 
are,  the  less  power  will  ill  distempers  have  upon  them. 

Iiier.  Drtxdii  Zerliaeus  Christianas.     Emollit  otium  vires,  sicut  rubigo  ferrum. 
Qm  7i  is  virtus  in  aetione  consistit.    Cic.  Offic.  i. 

1 268.  The  True  Repentant  Sinners  Encour- 
agement, notwithstanding  all  his  former 
Wickedness. 

It  is  very  observable  in  the  genealogy  of  Christ,  that  there  are  but 
four  women  mentioned  (it  being  not  usual  to  mention  any)  and 
the  blessed  Spirit  of  God  sets  a  mark  of  infamy  upon  them  all ; 
The  first  is  Thamar,  Mat.  i.  3  :  she  was  an  incestuous  woman,  for 
she  lay  with  her  father-in-law,  Gen.  xxxviii.  38.  The  second  is 
Rahab,  verse  5  :  she  was  a  harlot,  Heb.  xi.  31.  The  third  is 
Ruth,  verse  5  :  she  came  of  Moab,  the  son  of  Lot  by  incest,  be- 
gotten of  his  own  daughter,  Gen.  xix.  37.  The  fourth  is  Bath- 
sheba,  verse  6  :  she  was  guilty  of  adultery :  and  why  was  this  so 
done,  but  for  the  comfort  of  the  most  infamous  sinners  to  come  in 
to  Christ,  and  to  take  notice  for  their  better  encouragement,  that 
though  they  have  been  above  measure  sinful,  yet  by  their  conver- 
sion to  God,  and  aversion  from  sin  by  a  serious  and  hearty  repen- 
tance, all  infamy  of  their  former  ways  is  quite  taken  away,  and 
their  names  entered  in  the  book  of  life  and  eternal  salvation. 

Chr.  Lime,  Zealous  Christian,  Mat.  xi.  12.        Suprema  pericula  semper  Dant 
veniam  culpa.    ClauJian,  Eutrop.  ii. 

1269.  Not  to  be  Troubled  at  the  Prosperity 

of  the  JVicked,  and  why  so. 


Would  it  not  be  accounted  folly  in  a  man,  that  is  heir  to  many 
thousands  per  annum,  that  he  should  envy  a  stage-player  clothed 
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the  habit  of  a  king,  and  yet  not  heir  to  one  foot  of  land  T  Who, 
he  have  the  form,  respect  and  apparel  of  a  king  or  noble- 
m,  yet  he  is  at  the  same  time  a  very  beggar,  and  worth  nothing  : 
bus  wicked  men,  though  they  are  arrayed  gorgeously,  and  fare 
deliciously,  wanting  nothing,  and  having  more  than  heart  can 
wish,  yet  they  are  but  only  possessors  ;  the  godly  Christian  is  the 
heir.  What  good  doth  all  their  prosperity  do  them  ?  It  doth  but 
hasten  their  ruin,  not  their  reward ;  the  ox,  that  is,  the  labouring 
ox,  is  longer  lived  then  the  ox  that  is  put  into  the  pasture,  the  very 
putting  of  him  there  doth  but  hasten  his  slaughter  ;  and  when  God 
puts  wicked  men  into  fat  pastures,  into  places  of  honour  and  power, 
it  is  but  to  hasten  their  ruin ;  let  no  man  therefore  fret  him  be- 
cause of  evil  doers,  nor  be  envious  at  the  prosperity  of  the  wicked  ; 
for  the  candle  of  the  wicked  shall  be  put  out  into  everlasting  dark- 
ness, they  shall  soon  be  cut  off,  and  wither  as  a  green  herb,  Psalm 
xxxvii.  i,  2. 

Lud.  de  Carlone,  Interior  Home.         Prospers  kujus  mundi  aspcritattm  habent 
veram.     S.  Aug.  in  MattA,  Strm.  29. 


1270.  Godly  and  Wicked  Men,  their  Differ- 
ence in  the  Hatred  of  Sin. 

As  it  is  with  two  children,  the  one  forbears  to  touch  a  coal  because 
it  will  black  and  smut  his  hand  ;  the  other  will  not  by  any  means 
be  brought  to  handle  it,  because  he  perceives  it  to  be  a  fire-coal, 
and  will  bum  his  fingers  :  thus  all  wicked  and  ungodly  men,  they 
wil)  not  touch  sin  because  it  will  burn  ;  they  may  be  and  often  are 
troubled  for  sin,  but  their  disquietness  for  sin  ariseth  more  from 
the  evil  of  punishment  the  effect  of  sin,  than  from  the  evil  thai  is 
in  the  nature  ot  sin  ;  they  are  troubled  for  sin,  but  it  is  because 
sin  doth  destroy  the  soul,  and  not  because  sin  doth  defile  the  soul ; 
because  God  pursueth  sin,  not  because  He  hates  sin  ;  more  be- 
cause it  is  against  God's  justice  that  is  provoked,  than  because  it 
is  against  the  holiness  of  God,  which  is  dishonoured  ;  because 
God  threatens  sin,  not  because  God  doth  forbid  sin ;  because  of 
the  bell  for  sin,  not  because  of  the  hell  in  sin  :  but  now  ou  the 
other  side,  all  good  and  godly  men,  they  hate  and  loathe  sin,  be- 
cause it  is  of  a  smutting  and  defiling  nature,  because  it  is  against 
the  nature  of  God,  because  God  loathes  and  hates  it,  more  be- 
cause it  b  against  God's  command,  than  because  God  doth  punish 
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it ;  not  because  of  the  damning  power  of  sin,  but  because  of  th 
defiling  power  of  sin,  &c. 

Cab.  Inchini  Scala  Call.       Oderunt peceartmali  formidine  panee.  OJerun 
peeeare  boni  vir/utis  anutre. 

1 27 1 .  Custom  in  Sin  causeth  Hardness  in  Sin. 

Look  but  upon  a  youth  when  he  comes  first  to  be  an  apprentice 
to  some  artificer,  or  handicraft  trade,  his  hand  is  tender,  and  no 
sooner  is  he  set  to  work  but  it  blisters,  so  that  he  is  much  pained 
thereby  ;  but  when  he  hath  continued  some  time  at  work,  then  his 
hand  hardens,  and  he  goes  on  without  any  grievance  at  all :  it  is 
just  thus  with  a  sinner,  before  he  be  accustomed  to  an  evil  way, 
conscience  is  tender  and  full  of  remorse,  like  a  queasy  stomach, 
ready  to  keck  at  the  least  thing  that  is  offensive :  O,  but  a  con- 
tinued custom,  and  making  a  trade  of  sin,  that's  it  that  makes  the 
conscience  to  be  hard  and  brawny,  able  to  feel  nothing.  As  it  is  in 
a  smith's  forge,  a  dog  that  comes  newly  in,  cannot  endure  the  fiery 
sparks  to  fly  about  his  ears  ;  but  being  once  used  to  it,  he  sleeps 
securely :  so  let  wicked  men  be  long  used  to  the  devil's  work- 
house, to  be  slaves  and  vassals  to  sin,  the  sparks  of  hell-fire  may 
fly  about  them,  and  the  fire  of  hell  flash  upon  their  souls,  yet  never 
trouble  them,  never  disturb  them  at  all ;  and  all  this  ariseth  from 
a  continued  custom  in  a  course  of  evil. 

Obad.  Sedgw.  Serm  at  Westminster,  1644.       Consuetude  peeeandi  toltit  senium 

peccatL 

1272.  The  more  a  Man  is  now  Troubled  for 
Sin,  the  less  shall  he  be  Troubled  here- 
after, and  why  so. 

It  is  well  known,  that  if  a  landlord  take  a  great  fine  at  the  first 
coming  into  the  house,  he  doth  take  the  less  rent  for  the  future  : 
thus  as  landlords  deal  with  their  tenants,  so  God  with  His  people, 
He  puts  them  to  a  great  fine  at  the  first,  he  makes  sin  cost  them 
many  a  tear,  many  a  night's  trouble,  many  a  day's  disquiet,  many 
a  sigh,  many  a  groan  in  the  spirit ;  but  here  is  the  comfort,  the 
greater  the  fine,  the  less  the  yearly  rent ;  the  more  a  man  is 
troubled  for  sin  at  the  present,  the  less  fear  and  perplexity  shall 
be  his  portion  hereafter ;  for  he  shall  have  the  joy  and  comfort  of 
believing,  he  shall  have  the  more  perfect  peace  at  his  death,  s 
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that  when  he  comes  to  die,  he  shall  have  little  else  to  do,  but  to 
lie  down  and  die,  committing  his  soul  into  the  hands  of  a  faithful 
Creator  and  Redeemer. 

Hier.  Drexdii  Gymnatinm  Panitent.       Dolor  hie  libs  prodent  olim. 


1 273.  How  it  is  that  the  Singling  out  of  one 
Beloved  Sin  makes  way  to  a  Full  Sight  of 
all  Sin. 

When  Christ  went  about  to  bring  the  woman  of  Samaria  to  re- 
morse and  sorrow  for  sin,  He  singled  out  one  sin  amongst  all  the 
rest,  and  told  her,  Thou  art  an  harlot ;  and  the  Scripture  gives  us 
this  hint,  that  the  singling  out  of  that  one  sin,  so  far  opened  her 
eyes,  that  she  saw  all  other  sins,  whereupon  she  said,  Lo  !  behold 
the  Man  that  hath  told  me  all  that  ever  I  did,  John  iv.  29,  and 
yet  Christ  told  her  only  of  her  adultery.  So  let  every  one  of  us 
take  notice  that  the  singling  out  of  one  beloved  sin  makes  way  to 
he  full  sight  of  all  sin.  Let  us  examine  then  what  is  that  Delilah, 
'  at  darling  sin,  that  we  play  withal,  and  hug  so  much  in  our 
osoms  ;  single  but  out  that,  and  the  coast  will  be  so  clear,  the 
mists  and  fogs  of  darkness  so  much  expelled,  that  we  shall  have  a 
distinct  view  of  all  the  sins  that  ever  we  committed  ;  not  a  general 
and  confused  apprehension  of  sin,  which  only  brings  in  a  general 
humiliation  of  sin,  and  hath,  without  the  great  mercy  of  God,  been 
the  undoing  of  many  a  precious  soul  for  ever. 


1274.  Assured  Christians  must  be  Patient 
Christians. 

It  is  mentioned  that,  in  the  time  of  that  Marian  persecution,  there 
was  a  woman,  who,  being  convened  before  Bonner  (then  Bishop 
London),  upon  the  trial  of  religion,  he  threatened  her  that  he 
ould  take  away  her  husband  from  her;  saith  she,  Christ  is  my 
husband:  I  will  take  away  thy  child ;  Christ,  saith  she,  is  better 
to  me  than  ten  sons  :  I  will  strip  thee,  saith  he,  of  all  thy  outward 
comforts  ;  Yea,  but  Christ  is  mine,  saith  she,  and  you  cannot 
strip  me  of  Him.  The  thoughts  of  this  bore  up  the  woman's 
heart :  spoil  her  of  all,  and  take  away  all,  yet  Christ  was  hers,  and 
Him  they  coulvl  not  take  away.    Thus  when  the  soul  lives  in  the 
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assurance  of  God's  love,  and  of  its  calling  to  grace  and  glory, 
cannot  but  make  a  man  very  patient,  to  endure  with  cheerfulness 

whatsoever  of  opposition  he  shall  meet  with  here  below.  Thi 
is  a  remarkable  phrase  in  that  of  the  prophet,  Isa.  xxxiii.  24,  Tl 
inhabitants  of  Sion  shall  not  say,  I  am  sick,  the  people  that  dw< 
therein  shall  be  forgiven  their  iniquity.  A  strange  passage 
doth  not  say,  they  were  not  sick,  but  the  text  saith,  they  shoul 
not  say  so.  And  what  is  the  reason  1  Why  should  the  people 
forget  their  sorrows,  and  not  remember  their  pains  ?  This  was  it 
that  did  it,  The  Lord  hath  forgiven  them  their  iniquities.  The 
sense  of  pardon  took  away  the  sense  of  pain  ;  and  thus  should  all 
of  us  walk,  to  show  that  trouble  cannot  daunt  us,  nor  any  way 
startle  us,  but  as  assured  Christians  to  be  patient  under  all  suffer- 
ings whatsoever. 


I 

.!SS 

I 

uld 


yoh.  Fox't  Acts  and  Monuments. 

Instil. >  Lit.  in. 


In  tormentis  hut  us  est  sapiens. 
Sicpi  levant pantos,  &v. 


Lactan 


1275.  Worldly-mindedness  a  Great.  Hindrance 
to  the  Comfortable  Enjoyment  of  Spi- 
ritual Graces. 

What  the  philosophers  say  of  the  eclipse  of  the  sun,  that  it  is  1 
casioned  by  the  intervening  of  the  moon  between  the  sun  and  ou 
sight,  is  true  in  this  case  :  if  the  world  get  between  Christ,  tfa 
Sun  of  Righteousness,  and  our  sight,  it  will  darken  our  sight  1 
Jesus  Christ,  and  bring  eclipses  upon  our  comforts  and  grace 
Again,  those  men  that  dig  deep  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  the 
are  ofttimes  choked  and  stifled  by  damps  that  come  from  the  1 
So  it  is  with  Christians,  those  that  will  be  ever  poring  and  diggir 
about  the  things  of  this  world,  it  is  a  thousand  to  one,  if  fror 
worldly  things  a  damp  doth  not  arise  to  smother  their  comforts, 
and  quench  their  graces.  Lastly,  a  candle,  though  it  may  shine 
to  the  view  of  all,  yet  put  it  under  ground,  and,  though  there  be 
not  the  least  puff  of  wind,  the  very  damp  will  stifle  the  light  of  the 
flame  ;  and  so  it  is,  that  men  may  shine  like  candles  in  their  com- 
forts, yet  bring  them  but  under  the  earth,  and  a  clod  of  that  will 
stifle  their  candle,  will  damp  their  spiritual  comforts,  and  bereav 
them  of  those  joys  that  are  in  themselves  unspeakable. 


ArisMeles.       Cypr.  Lett.       Joh.  Magirus.       Mundi  amor  et  Dei  pariter  in 
uno  corde  habiliire  nan  possunt,  Cyprian \  de  xii.  A  bus. 
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1 276.  God  so  Ordered  it  that  few  or  none  of 
His  People  Live  and  Die  without  Assur- 
ance of  their  Salvation. 

It  is  reported  of  one  Mrs,  Honeywood,  a  famous  professor  of  God's 
truth,  and  one  that  for  many  years  together,  lay  under  the  burden 
of  a  wounded  spirit,  and  was  much  troubled  in  mind  for  the  wan" 
of  her  assurance  as  to  the  matter  of  salvation  ;  at  length  there 
came  a  minister  to  her,  who  endeavoured  to  settle  her  hopes  and 
comforts  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  urging  promises  of  the  Gospel  unto 
her,  she  took  it  with  a  kind  of  indignation  and  anger,  that  he 
should  offer  to  present  any  promises  to  her,  to  whom,  as  she 
thought,  they  did  not  belong  ;  and  having  a  Venice  glass  in  her 
hand,  she  held  it  up  and  said,  Speak  no  more  to  me  of  salvation, 
for  1  shall  as  surely  be  damned,  as  this  poor  brittle  glass  shall  be 
broken  against  the  wall,  throwing  it  with  all  her  force  to  break  it. 
But  it  so  pleased  God,  that,  by  a  miraculous  providence,  the  glass 
was  preserved  whole.     The  minister  seeing  this,  made  a  happy 
use  of  the  accident,  took  up  the  glass,  and  said  unto  her,  Behold, 
God  must  work  a  miracle  for  you  before  you  will  believe  ;  and 
from  that  day,  saith  the  story,  she  was  a  woman  very  strong  in  the 
•ssurance  of  God's  love  and  favour,     Thus  did  God  indulge  the 
infirmity  of  His  poor  despairing  servant  at  that  time ;  and  rather 
than  that  any  of  His  people,  now  or  hereafter,  shall  live  or  die 
out  assurance  of  their  salvation,  He  will  work  it  even  by  a 
le.  or  some  unusual  extraordinary  way  to  them  altogether 
nowti. 

Bolton  t  Instruction  for  Comforting  Afflicted  Con\ciettces.         Qui  niAil po* 
test  sperxwe%  desfieret  nihil.    Sen.  Afedees.         Dabit  Deus.  his  quoque ftnem. 

277.  Grace  in  the  Heart  is  Certain,  though 
the  Feeling  thereof  be  Uncertain t  and 
/tow  so. 

the  air  is  sometimes  clear,  and  sometimes  cloudy,  the  sea 
times  ebbing,  sometimes  flowing,  ebbing  in  our  comforts,  as 
as  flowing  in  our  graces  ;  or  as  the  trees  of  the  field,  some- 
flowering,  green,  and  growing  ;  another  time  naked,  withered, 
is  it  were  even  dead  :  so  are  all  Christians  to  the  feeling  of 

VOL.  1L  » 
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their  graces,  their  apprehension  of  graces  is  subject  to  much 
change,  though  their  graces  be  not  so,  for  grace  in  itself  is  certain 
and  unchangeable  ;  all  the  devils  of  hell  cannot  pluck  one  believer 
out  of  God's  hand  ;  Those  whom  thou  hast  given  me,  I  will  keep 
(saith  Christ)  and  none  shall  take  them  from  r.e,  John  xvii.  12; 
the  foundation  of  God  stands  sure,  a  Tim.  ii.  19,  though  our  know- 
ledge, that  we  build  upon  that  foundation  be  not  sure  to  us  ;  the 
Lord  knoweth  who  are  His,  though  we  do  not ;  and  hence  is  it, 
that  though  grace  itself  be  an  unshaken  foundation,  yet  our  feeling 
of  grace  is  not  so,  but  subject  to  many  alterations  and  changes. 

Christ.  Late,  Withdrawing  of  the  Spirit,  on  Gen.  vi.  3.       Rob.  Abbot,  cont. 
Pet.  Jiertium  de  Amisiione  Gratia. 

1 278.  The  Great  Danger  of  taking  up  a  Pals 
Persuasion  of  our  Effectual  Calling. 

As  a  man  that  is  in  a  pleasant  sleep,  dreams  that  he  is  a  king, 
hath  loyal  and  obedient  subjects  about  him,  a  large  revenue,  with 
a  treasury  full  of  gold  and  silver;  yet  when  he  awakes,  behold 
the  man  is  a  very  beggar,  and  hath  nothing  :  just  such  is  a 
man  that  takes  up  a  false  persuasion  of  his  effectual  calling,  Jer. 
vii.,  when  (God  knows)  he  is  not  called  at  all.  Or  like  a  man  that 
is  asleep  upon  the  mast  of  a  ship,  he  is  in  a  golden  dream,  and  his 
thoughts  are  all  upon  kingdoms  and  thousands  which  he  seemeth 
to  have  already  in  possession  ;  but  happily,  or  rather  unhappil 
in  that  very  moment  wherein  he  solaceth  himself  in  his  imagin 
happiness,  a  storm  ariseth,  the  ship  is  in  danger  to  be  overwhelme 
and  the  man  is  tumbled  into  the  sea,  and  so  drowned :  thus  it ' 
with  many  men  and  women,  they  nourish  golden  dreams,  and  ha 
very  strong  hopes,  that  Heaven  is  theirs,  and  Christ  theirs,  whe 
as  (alas)  they  do  extremely  befool  themselves,  being  ail  this  whil 
upon  the  very  brink  of  hell,  and  so  are  tumbled  ia  before  they 
aware.  .  . 

Lud,  de  Carbo.  de  Sui  Tpsius  Cognitione,  Lib.  ii.  cap.  3.     Aureos  sibimet  ifis  ' 

potticentur  monies. 

1 279.  Sins  committed  with  Deliberation,  Pre 
meditation,  &c,  greatly  Provoke  t. 
Spirit  of  God. 

As  it  is  with  a  friend,  if  you  give  him  a  blow  at  peradventure,  « 
strike  him  by  chance,  though  he  may  be  very  angry,  and  take  it 
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ill  at  the  first,  yet  when  he  shall  understand  that  it  was  done 
against  your  will,  he  is  soon  pacified  ;  but  if  he  perceive  that  you 
plot  and  contrive  his  death,  that  makes  him  look  about  him,  and 
resolve  that  he  will  never  come  into  your  company  any  more :  thus 
it  is  with  the  Blessed  Spirit  of  God,  when  He  sees  thee  fall  into 
sin  unadvisedly  and  inconsiderately.  He  will  not  withdraw  from 
thee  for  this ;  but  if  He  perceive  that  thou  dost  waylay  Him,  dost 
deliberate  and  contrive  sin,  this  highly  provokes  Him,  if  not  for 
ever,  yet  for  a  long  departure  from  thee.  Hence  it  is,  that  a  deli- 
berate will  to  sin  without  the  act,  is  more  sinful  than  the  act  of 
sin  without  a  deliberate  will :  as  in  the  case  of  St.  Peter,  that  man 
does  worse  who  purposeth  to  deny  Christ,  though  he  never  do  it, 
than  St.  Peter  that  did  actually  deny  Christ,  and  never  intended 
it.  Let  every  man  therefore  look  to  his  purposes  and  deliberations, 
r  if  he  sin  deliberately  and  advisedly,  the  Holy  Ghost  is  highly 
voked,  and  he  is  upon  the  very  Dext  step  to  the  sin  of  the  8i 
against  whom  the  prophet  prays,  Lord,  be  not  merciful  to  those 
that  sin  maliciously. 

A'uA.  dt  AMiavilla  in  Progrusu  CaUsli.  Pcccati  velut  arctm  factitiam.  Jet. 
LangMt,  in  Polyanthea.  Tale  erit  opus  iuum,  qualit  fuerit  infinite  tua. 
Isidor.  in  Soliiequiis,  Lib.  ii. 

280.  A  Reprobate  and  a  Regenerate  Man, 
their  Different  Enjoyment  of  the  Motions 
of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

kkd  men  (says  one)  partake  of  the  Spirit,  as  cooks  do  of  the 
eat  they  dress,  they  taste  as  much  only  as  will  relish  their  palates, 
but  do  not  eat  so  much  as  will  fill  their  bellies,  whereby  nature 
may  be  strengthened  and  refreshed ;  but  the  regenerate  are  as  the  in- 
vited guests,  and  they  not  only  taste,  Heb.  vL  4,  the  meat  prepared, 
t  also  make  a  full  meal  thereof.  Wicked  men,  they  have  but  a 
'e  only  ;  they  are  just  like  men  going  by  an  apothecary's  shop, 
j  may  smell  the  sweet  scents  of  his  pots,  but  it  is  the  sick 
lent  that  gets  benefit  by  his  cordials.  Thus  it  is  with  the 
ke<l,  God  may  and  doth  give  them  tastes  of  His  Spirit,  but  they 
e  not  so  much  as  will  do  their  souls  good  thereby  ;  it  is  only 
Ihe  godly  that  have  the  saving  participations  of  grace  here,  Phil, 
Lit,  and  shall  be  sure  of  the  fullness  of  glory  hereafter. 


/loi.  Bolton  on  Psalm  L 


Sum/nil  tantum  labris pttistart. 
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1 28 1 .  The  Motions  of  God's  Spirit  in  Wicked 
Men  tend  to  Outward  Formality. 

It  is  reported  of  one  that  could  fast  seven  days  m  a  monastery, 
but  not  half  a  day  in  the  wilderness,  and  being  asked  the  reason, 
he  gave  this  answer ;  When  I  fast  in  the  monastery,  I  feed  upon 
vain-glory  and  the  applause  of  men,  but  not  so  in  the  wilderness. 
It  is  just  so  with  many  professors,  the  motions  of  God's  Spirit  in 
them,  are  such  as  tend  to  formality,  such  as  put  them  upon  out- 
ward and  visible  good,  but  never  upon  inward  and  secret  duties, 
as  to  examine  their  hearts,  to  watch  over  their  ways,  and  to  keep 
close  communion  with  God  in  secret.  As  it  is  said  of  the  nightin- 
gale, that  if  it  see  a  man  listen  to  her,  it  will  sing  the  more  sweetly: 
so  they  are  better  to  men  than  they  are  to  God,  and  devouter  in 
the  church  than  they  are  in  the  closet ;  they  are  for  good  things 
done  in  public,  not  in  private  ;  so  as  men  applaud  them,  they  care 
ot  what  or  who  it  is  that  disallows  them. 

it  Spicule  Exemplorum.      Harodts  devotioitem promittit  sed gladium  acuit, 
Chrys.  in  Aiatlh-  ii.        Ulyssis  Aldrovandi  Omithologia. 

1282.  How  it  is  to  be  Understood  that  the 

Holy  Spirit  Dwelleth  in  us. 

The  sun  that  is  in  the  firmament,  we  used  to  say  is  in  such  a  part 
of  the  house,  or  in  such  a  window ;  but  when  we  say  so,  we  do 
not  mean  that  the  body  of  the  sun  is  there,  but  only  that  the  light, 
heat,  or  influence  of  the  sun  is  there.  So,  though  the  Scripture 
telleth  us,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  or  Spirit  dwelleth  in  us  ;  the  mean- 
ing is  not  that  the  essence  or  person  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  in  us, 
(as  the  Familiats  would  have  it)  but  only  the  motions  and  graces 
of  the  Spirit  are  there,  guiding,  governing,  and  sanctifying  our 
wordo  and  works,  which  otherwise  of  themselves  would  be  but  vain 
and  foolish.  The  meaning,  therefore,  of  those  two  places  in  the 
Apostle,  Ye  are  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  1  Cor.  vi.  19,  and 
The  Holy  Ghost  dwelleth  in  you,  2  Tim.  i.  14,  are  not  literally  but 
metaphorically  to  be  understood,  as  many  other  expressions  of  the 
like  kind  in  the  Book  of  God  are  to  be. 

P.  Charron,  Trots  Veritis.       Spiritus  Dei  habitat  in  nobis,  quia  regit  gubtrnat 
it  sanctifitat.    D.  Partus  in  locum. 
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1 283.  To  take  heed  of  Smaller  Sins,  as  bring- 

ing on  Greater. 

There  is  a  story  of  a  young  man,  that  was  tempted  by  the  devil, 
and  his  own  wicked  heart,  to  commit  three  sins — as  to  kill  his 
father,  lie  with  his  mother,  and  to  be  drunk.  The  two  former  be 
would  by  no  means  do,  as  being  things  abhorrent  to  nature  ;  but 
(thought  he)  I  will  yield  to  the  last,  because  it  was  the  least, 
which  was  enough  ;  for  being  drunk,  he  killed  bis  father,  and 
ravished  his  own  mother.  Here  now  were  two  horrid  ugly  sins, 
murder  and  incest,  ushered  in  by  one  that  was  not  of  so  deep  a 
dye.  It  concerns  us  then  to  take  heed  of  falling  into  lesser  sins, 
they  being  as  inlets  to  greater :  a  little  thief  put  in  at  the  window, 
y  open  the  doors  for  stronger  and  greater  to  come  in  ;  a  wedge 
all  and  thin  in  one  part,  makes  way  for  a  greater,  and  little  sins 
will  draw  us  on  to  greater ;  our  own  hearts  will  prompt  us  to  all 
sin  at  first,  but  will  labour  to  draw  us  on  by  degrees  from  lesser 
sins  to  greater  ;  from  sins  less  obnoxious  to  sins  more  scandalous, 
until  we  become  abominable  therein,  and  so  without  God's  mercy 
everlastingly. 

'  t.  Love,  Withdrawing  of  tkt  Spirit.        Noli  eontemnere  venialia  quia  mi- 
nima sunt,  Sty.     Aug.  de  Decern  Chordis. 

1 284.  Corruption  of  Nature  left  even  in  the 
most  Regenerate  Men  to  Humble  them. 

God  hath  so  ordered  it  in  nature,  that  creatures  of  the  greatest 
excellency  should  have  some  manifest  deformity,  whether  it  be  in 
birds  or  beasts  :  among  birds  the  peacock,  a  bird  of  the  gayest 
feathers,  yet  it  hath  the  foulest  feet ;  the  swan,  a  bird  of  the  whitest 
feathers,  yet  of  the  blackest  skin  ;  the  eagle,  a  bird  of  the  quickest 
ht  and  of  the  highest  flight,  yet  the  most  ravenous  among  birds: 
among  beasts,  the  lion,  the  goodliest  of  all  the  woods,  yet 
t  fierce  and  cruel ;  the  fox,  most  subtle,  yet  a  creature  of 
lest  smell.  Thus  God  hath  ordered  it  even  amongst 
tores  irrational ;  and  thus  it  is  with  his  own  people  in  re- 
f  grace,  though  they  have  many  excellent  endowments  and 
,  yet  He  suffers  some  corruptions  of  nature  in  them  to  humble 
.  So  that  humility,  the  best  of  graces,  comes  from  the  worst 
I,  our  siu  ;  and  pride,  the  worst  of  sins,  comes  from  the  best 
t,  our  grace,  which  caused  that  saying  of  Mr.  Fox  the  martyr- 
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ologist,  That  his  graces  hurt  him  more  than  his  sins,  meaning, 
that  many  times  he  was  proud  of  his  gifts,  but  humbled  by  reason 
of  his  sins  and  natural  infirmities. 

Ulys.  Aldrtm.  Ornithologia.       Conr.  Gesnerus  de  Quadruped.  Superiia 
ctiam  in  rate  fadis  estcavenda.    Aug.  de  Natura  et  Gratia. 

1285.  Not  to  Consult  with  God's  Secrets,  but 

His  Revealed  Word. 

It  was  a  good  saying  of  Mr.  Bradford,  that  famous  martyr  of 
Christ  Jesus,  that  a  man  should  not  go  to  the  university  of  pre- 
destination, until  he  were  well  grounded  in  the  grammar-school  of 
obedience  and  repentance.  And  most  true  it  is,  that  we  are  not 
to  consult  with  God's  secret  decrees,  but  with  His  revealed  Word. 
Secret  things  belong  to  the  Lord  our  God,  but  revealed  things  to 
us  and  our  children  for  ever,  Deut  xxix.  29.  We  are  not  to  look 
to  the  decrees  of  God,  and  upon  them,  either  do,  or  not  do  our 
duty ;  but  we  are  to  look  to  His  revealed  will,  which  bids  us  to  be 
conversant  in  holy  duties  of  religion  and  godliness.  We  are  not  to 
search  the  secret  records  of  Heaven,  but  the  revealed  will  of  God, 
which  is  able  to  make  us  wise  to  salvation. 

The  Martyr's  Letters.       Qua  Deus  occulta  esse  voluit  nun  sunt  scruianda. 
Prosper,  de  Vocal.  Gent. 

1 286.  The  Consideration  of  Mercies  formerly 
enjoyed  an  Excellent  Means  to  Bear  up 
our  Spirits  under  Present  Afflictions. 

There  is  a  story  of  a  man,  aged  fifty  years,  or  thereabouts,  who 
lived  forty-eight  of  that  time,  and  never  knew  what  sickness  was ; 
but  so  it  was,  that  all  the  two  last  years  of  his  life,  he  was  sickly, 
and  impatient  under  it ;  yet  at  last  he  reasoned  the  case  thus  with 
himself :  The  Lord  might  have  given  me  forty-eight  years  of  sick- 
ness, and  but  two  years  of  health,  yet  He  hath  done  the  contrary, 
I  will  therefore  rather  admire  the  mercy  of  God  in  giving  me  so 
long  a  time  of  health,  than  repine  and  murmur  at  Him  for  giving 
me  so  short  a  time  of  sickness.  And  thus  must  all  of  us  consider 
that  we  have  had  more  mercies  in  our  life  to  cheer  us  up,  than  we 
have  had  crosses  to  discomfort  us.  What  though  the  Lord  doth 
now  visit  us  with  sickness,  we  have  had  more  years  of  health  than 
we  have  had  of  sickness:  what  though  this  or  that  comfort  be 
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taken  from  us,  yet  we  have  a  great  many  more  left  us  still.  Hence 
is  that  advice  of  the  wise  man,  In  the  day  of  adversity,  consider, 
Eccles.  vii.  14,  What  must  we  consider  1  That  God  hath  set  the 
one  against  the  other,  (that  is)  though  we  are  in  affliction  now,  yet 
He  hath  given  us  mercies  heretofore ;  and,  it  may  be,  will  give  us 
prosperity  again :  He  hath  balanced  our  present  affliction  with 
former  mercies  ;  so  that  if  we  should  set  the  mercies  we  have  en- 
joyed against  the  present  affliction  we  suffer,  we  should  soon  find 
the  tale  of  our  mercies  to  exceed  the  number  of  sufferings,  be  they 
of  what  nature  or  quality  soever  imaginable. 

Chritt  Lave,  Withdrawing  of  the  Spirit.        A'eaue  enim  ignari  sumus  ante 
maUrum,  0  fiajsi grmaora,  &c.    Virg.  Mneid.  i.  Memimssejufatit. 

1 287.  Not  to  Mourn  excessively  for  the  Loss 
of  any  Worldly  Enjoyment  whatsoever, 
and  why  so. 

It  is  related  of  a  minister  of  God's  Word,  that  visiting  a  neighbour 
(whose  child  lay  a  dying)  he  endeavoured  to  comfort  her,  but  she 
being  much  grieved  and  dejected  with  sorrow,  would  by  no  means 
be  comforted.  The  minister  said  unto  her,  Woman,  why  do  you 
sorrow  so  much,  pacify  yourself ;  if  your  child  should  live,  it  may 
be  so  that  God  might  make  it  a  scourge  and  vexation  to  you,  by 
taking  wicked  and  sinful  courses.  She  answered,  that  she  did 
not  care  if  her  child  did  recover,  though  he  were  hanged  afterward. 
This  son  of  hers  did  recover,  and  was  afterward  executed  for  some 
villany  committed.  Now  let  any  one  judge,  whether  it  had  not 
been  a  greater  mercy,  and  a  thousand  times  better  for  her,  to  have 
seen  him  buried  before  her,  than  that  he  should  have  come  to  such 
an  unhappy  end.  Thus  it  is,  that  that  comfort,  which  any  of  us 
all  shall  so  excessively  mourn  for  the  want  of,  it  may  be  would 
have  proved  a  greater  cross  and  trouble,  should  but  God  have 
continued  it  still  unto  us ;  whether  it  be  the  loss  of  life  or  estate, 
of  a  loving  wife,  or  an  only  son,  as  it  was  in  Rachel's  case, 
Gen.  xxx.  5,  and  in  Davids,  2  Sam.  xii.  16,  that  if  God  had  given 
him  the  life  of  his  child,  it  would  have  been  but  a  living  monu- 
iiieni  of  his  shame  ;  and  all  that  knew  the  child  might  have  said, 
Yonder  goes  David's  bastard.  The  consideration  whereof  should 
allay  and  take  off  the  edge  of  all  excess  of  sorrow,  for  the  loss  of 
■flj  temporal  comfort,  any  worldly  enjoyment  whatsoever. 

Ckrut.  t.ave,  Chriitian'i  Directory.         Hfitigat  vim  doloris  considerata  equitas 
Jcricntis.     Greg,  in  Alor. 
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1288.  Not  to  be  Troubled  at  Afflictions,  be- 
cause God  intends  Good  by  them. 

Suppose  a  man  very  much  in  debt,  and  in  such  need  of  money 
that  he  knew  not  well  how  to  subsist,  without  throwing  himself 
upon  the  sad  charity  of  others,  that  might  (if  they  had  but  hearts) 
possibly  relieve  him,  should  go  to  some  especial  intimate  friend, 
and  make  known  unto  him  the  lowness  of  his  condition,  and  crave 
relief  accordingly.  Now  if  this  friend  of  his  (which  is  somewhat 
strange)  should  go  presently  to  his  chest,  and  take  out  a  consider- 
able bag  of  money,  and  throw  it  at  him,  and  in  the  throwing  of  it 
break  his  head,  or  give  him  some  slight  scar  :  can  it  be  imagined 
that  he  would  take  it  unkindly?  No,  certainly.  Thus  it  is  that 
every  affliction  that  God  is  pleased  to  lay  upon  us,  shall  work  for 
our  good.  We  may  say,  as  Joseph  did  to  his  brethren,  Gen.  xlv., 
Though  you  intended  all  this  for  my  hurt,  yet  God  intended  and 
turned  it  for  my  good,  and  will  work  benefit  and  advantage  to  me 
by  it,  and  promote  my  spiritual  good  ;  that  as  afflictions  do  abound, 
my  consolation  in  Christ  shall  abound  much  more  :  every  affliction, 
like  Jonathan's  rod,  having  honey  on  the  top,  and  therefore  let  us 
bear  them  patiently. 

P.  Moulin,  De  t 'Amour  de  Dieu.       Post  afflictiontsvita  tranquillior.  NasiciH- 
ten  in  Oral,  de  Cyfriano. 

1289.  How  to  know  whether  we  are  more 
Grieved for  Sin  than  for  Worldly  Sorrow 
and  Trouble. 

When  a  man  is  brought  to  a  low  condition,  and  a  great  decay  in 
the  world,  so  that  his  trade  is  quite  fallen,  and  his  stock  spent: 
now  if  such  a  man  be  more  troubled  for  his  sin  that  brought  him 
to  so  low  an  ebb  in  the  world,  than  for  the  affliction  and  trouble 
itself,  then  he  will  not  commit  a  sin  to  repair  and  make  up  his 
losses,  though  he  did  know  assuredly  that  the  committing  of  such 
a  sin  would  make  up  all  again.  As  in  the  story  of  a  nobleman, 
whose  son  and  heir  was  supposed  to  be  bewitched,  and  being  ad- 
vised to  go  to  some  wizard  or  cunning  man,  (as  they  are  called,)  to 
have  some  help  for  his  son,  that  he  might  be  unwitched  again, 
he  answered,  O,  by  no  means,  I  had  rather  the  witch  should  have 
my  son  than  the  devil.  But  if  a  man  make  no  conscience  to  avoid, 
or  remove  an  affliction,  if  he  will  break  the  hedge  of  a  fair  com- 
mand, to  avoid  the  foul  way  of  some  heavy  affliction,  it  is  a  sign 
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it  he  mourns  more  for  the  cross  that  lies  upon  him,  than  for  his 
.ios  and  trespasses,  and  that  he  never  grieved  so  much  for  his  cor- 
ruptions, as  for  his  corrections. 

Rich,  tie  Mcdiavilla,  Clavis,  David. 


1290.  Worldly  Crosses  turned  into  Spiritual 
Advantages. 

As  little  children,  when  they  see  a  heap  of  beautiful  and  sweet 
roses  lying  upon  a  table  before  them,  and  their  mother  goes  and 
puts  them  in  a  mortar,  and  therein  beats  them  all  to  pieces,  the 
children  cry  out,  and  think  the  mother  spoils  them,  though  she 
does  it  merely  to  make  a  conserve  of  them,  that  they  may  be  more 
useful  and  durable  :  thus  it  is,  that  we  think  we  have  comforts 
like  beds  of  roses  ;  yet  when  God  takes  them  from  us,  and  breaks 
them  all  to  pieces,  we  are  apt  to  conceive  that  they  are  all  spoiled 
and  destroyed,  and  that  we  are  utterly  undone  by  it :  whereas 
God  intends  it  to  work  for  our  greater  benefit  and  advantage, 
Rom.  viii.  28. 

ChrisL  Love,  Christian's  Directory. 

1291.  How  to  become  True  Possessors  of 
Riches. 

Possessions  and  riches  of  this  world,  are  like  a  rose  in  a  man's 
hand  ;  if  he  use  it  gently,  it  will  preserve  its  savour,  and  its  scent, 
and  colour,  a  great  while  ;  but  if  he  crush  it,  and  handle  it  roughly, 
it  loseth  both  its  colour  and  its  sweetness.  Thus,  if  a  rich  man 
use  and  employ  his  wealth  well,  he  will  possess  it  the  longer ;  but 
if  he  set  his  heart  too  much  upon  it,  he  will  quickly  lose  it ;  he 
may  possess  it,  but  by  no  means  must  he  let  his  wealth  possess 
him.  If  riches  increase,  he  must  not  set  his  heart  upon  them ; 
his  eye,  or  hand,  or  tongue  may  be  upon  them,  but  not  his  heart. 
His  money  must  come  no  nearer  his  heart  than  his  hands  ;  hence 
was  that  saying  of  the  heathen,  Rebus  nan  tne  trado  scd  commotio, 
1  may  lend  myself,  but  I  will  not  give  myself  to  my  wealth  ;  and 
so  must  all  of  us  do,  if  ever  we  intend  to  become  true  possessors 
of  worldly  riches  and  endowments. 

.iuTum  erogarr  tonnm  at,  reponere  malum,  &v.    Pet.  RavtH.  in  Strut,  on  Pstilm 
Ixii.  10.        Seneca  in  Lib.  tie  Bcneficiii. 
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1292.  All  Worldly  Comforts  transitory. 

It  was  a  custom  in  Rome  that  when  the  emperor  went  by  upon 
some  giand  clay  in  all  his  imperial  pomp,  there  was  an  officer  ap- 
pointed to  burn  flax  before  him,  crying  out,  Sic  transit  gloria 
mundi,  which  was  purposely  done  to  put  him  in  mind,  that  all  his 
honour  and  grandeur  should  soon  vanish  and  pass  away,  like  the 
nimble  smoke,  raised  from  that  burning  flax.  And  it  was  a  good 
meditation  that  one  had,  standing  by  a  river  side;  says  he,  The 
water  which  I  see  now, runs  away  and  I  see  it  no  more  ;  and  the 
comforts  of  this  world  are  like  this  running  water,  still  gliding  and 
running  away  from  us.  So,  most  true  it  is,  that  all  men,  and  such 
as  do  most  indulge  themselves  with  those  bitter  sweets  that  the 
world  doth,  or  can  present ;  they  are  but  like  smoke  that  soon 
vanisheth  away,  transitory,  either  ebbing  or  flowing,  never  at  any 
certain,  but  fleeting  and  fading,  coming  to  us  with  sparrow's  wings, 
slowly  and  with  much  difficulty,  but  flying  away  with  eagle's  wings, 
hardly  discoverable  which  way,  or  how  they  took  their  flight  on 
such  a  sudden.  It  must  therefore  be  our  care  so  to  use  this  world 
as  if  we  used  it  not,  for  the  fashion  of  it  passeth  away,  1  Cor.  vii. 
31 ;  and  seeing  we  cannot  enjoy  the  comforts  thereof  any  long 
time,  let  us  use  them  well  to  God's  glory  that  gave  them,  and  not 
abuse  them  to  our  own  prejudice. 

Wolfe.  Laeius,  Com.  Reip.  Rom.       Fallax  at  hk  muiidas,  finis  duihu,  cxitus 
horribilis.    Pet.  Btaetuis. 

1 293.  How  it  is  that  a  Man  may  be  said  t 
Abuse  the  Lawful  Comforts  of  this  Life. 

It  is  a  good  observation  that  is  made  upon  that  place  of  Job 
xxxviii.  22,  where  God  thus  challengeth  Job,  Hast  thou  entered 
into  the  treasures  of  snow,  or  hast  thou  seen  the  treasures  of  the 
hail  1  Where  the  observator  noteth  out,  that  all  the  comforts  of 
this  world  are  but  like  the  treasures  of  snow ;  do  but  take  a  hand- 
ful of  snow,  and  crush  it  in  your  hands,  it  will  melt  away  pre- 
sently ;  but  if  you  let  it  lie  upon  the  ground  it  will  continue  for 
some  time.  And  so  it  is  with  the  things  of  this  world.  If  you 
take  the  comforts  of  this  life  in  your  hands,  and  lay  them  too 
near  your  hearts  in  affection  and  love  to  them,  they  will 
quickly  melt  and  vanish  away  from  you ;  but  if  you  leave  them 
in  their  proper  place,  and  do  not  set  an  inordinate  affection 
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if  you 


jn  them,  they  will  continue  the  longer  with  you ;  as 
iould  Hue  a  garment  with  linen,  it  would  do  very  well ;  but  if 
cm  line  it  with  pitch  or  glue,  that  will  stick  fast  to  the  body,  and 
in  all  likelihood,  spoil  both  the  garment  and  the  man  that  wears 
it;  so  when  the  world  is  glued  to  your  hearts,  it  spoils  the  com- 
forts of  all  the  mercies  that  you  enjoy;  and  so  it  may  be  said,  that 
the  otherwise  lawful  use  of  them  is  abused,  when  they  are  either 
used  too  affectionately,  in  making  gods  of  them,  or  being  too 
eagerly  bent  in  the  gaining  of  them,  James  iv.  13. 

Joh.  Calvintts  in  locum.        Ante  oculos  tibi  pane  Datm,  sedtsque  betitat ;  Sic 
mundi  lubito  fracta  cupido  rutt.         Jot.  BUlius  in  Antholog.  Sacra. 

1 294.  The  Things  of  this  World  V (tin  and 
Uncertain. 

It  is  an  observable  note,  that  a  learned  man  hath  upon  the  names 
of  the  two  first  men  diat  ever  were  born  into  the  world,  Cain  and 
Abel ;  whence,  saith  he,  we  may  learn  a  very  good  lesson,  and  that 
from  the  very  interpretation  of  their  names.  Cain  signifies,  Pos- 
session ;  and  Abel,  Vanity  :  to  show  that  Adam  and  Eve,  who  had 
all  the  world  before  them,  did  see  nothing  but  vanity  in  all  their 
possessions.  And  it  were  well,  if  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Adam, 
that  have  a  great  deal  less  of  the  world  than  Adam  had,  would  not 
set  their  hearts  so  much  upon  the  vanities  and  uncertainties 
thereof,  being  such  as  perish  with  the  using,  such  as  are  gone  be- 
fore we  have  almost  any  hold  of  them  ;  like  a  flock  of  birds,  that 
no  man  can  say  they  are  his  own,  though  they  sit  in  his  yard ;  so 
vain,  uncertain,  flitting,  fading,  are  all  the  things,  all  the  comforts 
of  this  world,  be  they  whatsoever  they  are,  whatsoever  they  can  be. 

Aioys.  Lippomannus  in  Catena  Pat.         Col.  u.  2z.      Eeet!  mundus,  qui 
diligilnr,/ngit.   Greg,  in  Homil. 

1 295.  Present  Occasion  of  Time  to  be  made 
use  of. 

The  sun,  by  its  annual  revolution,  makes  the  day  and  the  year : 
the  moon  by  her  lunary  course  draws  up  the  months  and  quar- 
ters :  the  Pleiades  and  Hyades  make  the  seasons  of  the  years, 
and  the  Dog-star  brings  in  the  heat  of  the  summer :  and  all  of 
these  do  labour  by  their  ordinary  passages,  to  shew  us  that  orient 
oval,  that  precious  pantaur,  To  Nuv,  the  present  occasion  of  time, 
this  very  moment  which  is  yet  ours,  and  ought  to  be  made  use  of 
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accordingly.  Extreme  sottishness  were  it  therefore  to  dafcr  the 
practice  of  wisdom  till  the  next  opportunity,  and  to  procrastinate 
repentance  upon  the  groundless  hope  of  a  few  uncertain  days  ;  yet 
for  our  comfort  there  is  this  privilege  in  the  nature  of  time,  that 
though  that  which  is  past  cannot  be  recalled  again,  yet  it  may  be 
redeemed  by  the  double  diligence  of  the  wise,  Ephes.  vi.  16. 
Hence  it  is  that  the  penitent  redeemer  of  time,  may  be  lively  set 
out  in  Medea,  with  two  contrary  affections  appearing  in  his  face; 
on  the  one  side  sorrow  for  the  lamentable  loss  of  that  occasion 
which  is  past,  and  on  the  other  side,  joy  for  the  redemption  of 
opportunity  present. 

Arch.  Symmer,  Spirit.  Posit for  Stan.       Pliny's  Nat.  Hist.,  Lib.  xxxvii.  cap.  9. 
TolU  moras,  semper  nocuit  diffcrre.  Lucanus. 


1 296.  The  Sick  Man's  Sorrow. 


As  a  traveller  that  rides  a  tired  horse  is  utterly  disappointed,  ani 
cannot  reach(but  with  much  difficulty)the  end  of  his  journey.  So 
by  sickness,  this  body  of  ours  is  deprived  of  all  cheerfulness  and 
activity,  and  our  souls  so  far  frustrated,  that  they  can  neither  re- 
ceive that  good,  nor  do  that  good  which  otherwise  they  would 
perform.  Such  is  the  sick  man's  sorrow,  that  no  man  knows  it, 
but  he  that  feels  it ;  what  a  disadvantage  it  is  to  the  soul,  to  be  so 
ill  lodged  in  a  ruinous  body,  being  even  stifled  within  itself  for 
want  of  motion,  and  move  it  cannot  for  want  of  organs  (but  very 
lamely,) because  the  understanding  is  clouded,  memory  weakened, 
judgment  dazzled,  fantasy  distracted,  affections  distempered  ;  and 
in  brief,  the  whole  frame  of  nature  disjointed,  that  like  broken 
bones,  it  can  neither  rest  nor  move  ;  nor  is  the  stroke  only  upon 
natural  actions,  but  upon  moral  also.  In  diseases  chronical,  the 
body  becomes  lazy,  listless,  neutral,  that  it  hath  no  mind  to  pray, 
no  stomach  to  food,  no  heart  to  do  any  thing  for  itself ;  and  in 
diseases  more  acute,  is  so  taken  up  and  transported  with  pain  and 
anguish,  that  it  minds  nothing  but  what  cannot  be  had,  as  sleep, 
ease,  &c.  Hence  may  be  put  that  difference  betwixt  sick  and 
sound,  as  the  heathen  put  between  poor  and  rich  ;  the  heal 
man  may  walk  when  he  will,  eat  when  he  will,  sleep  when  he  will, 
work,  play,  fast,  feast,  ride,  run  when  he  will ;  but  the  sick  man 
rnust  travel,  eat,  drink,  sleep,  when  he  can,  he  is  not  his  own  to 
command,  he  is  deprived  of  himself ;  he  hath  wit,  but  not  the  use 
of  it ;  memory,  but  not  the  benefit  of  it,  so  that  he  is  almost 
turned  into  an  image ;  he  hath  eyes,  and  scarcely  sees  ;  ears,  and 
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hears  not ;  mouth,  and  speaks  not ;  feet,  but  walks  not  Nay, 
which  is  more,  those  senses  and  parts  which  let  in  comfort  to  the 
sound,  occasion  the  sick  man's  trouble,  the  sight  of  his  cups, 
glasses,  boxes,  make  him  sick ;  the  smell  of  his  meat,  sick,  the 
taste  of  his  drink,  sick  ;  the  least  noise  offends  him,  the  least  air 
pierces  him,  his  bed  tires  him,  his  chair  troubles  him,  his  friends 
disquiet  him,  their  absence  offends  him,  so  does  their  presence, 
their  silence  troubles  him,  so  doth  their  talk  ;  somewhat  he  would 
have,  but  he  cannot  tell  what ;  to  be  short,  he  is  not  well,  and 
therefore  nothing  is  well  about  him. 

H.  Harris,  Haekiahs  Recovery.  Quant  malt  conveniunt.  Malum  contris- 
trvum,  affectits  vitiant  actionem.  Galemts,  Diogenes.  Atyue  Hi  sunt 
Manes  quos patitur.       Ahlle  mah  species,  &c.  Ovid, 

1297.  True  Saving  Faith,  though  never  so 
IVeak,  is  all  in  all. 

As  a  dim  dazzling  eye  that  looked  on  the  brazen  serpent  in  the 
wilderness,  was  of  more  avail  to  a  poor  Israelite  (then  stung  with 
a  fiery  serpent)  than  any  use  that  could  possibly  be  made  of  all 
his  other  members  ;  little  could  the  swiftness  of  his  feet,  strength 
of  body,  nimbleness  of  hands,  volubility  of  tongue,  quickness  of 
the  ear,  or  anything  else  have  prevailed,  had  there  not  been  an  eye 
to  have  looked  on  it :  so  without  faith,  we  lie  dead  in  sins  and 
trespasses,  and  cannot  but  perish  of  the  mortal  stings  which  Satan 
hath  blistered  us  with  ;  so  that  had  we  perfect  repentance,  sound 
knowledge,  and  sincere  love,  not  one  of  them,  nor  all  of  them 
ther,  could  possibly  cure  us,  if  there  were  not  faith  to  appre- 
,nd  Christ  for  our  satisfaction,  and  a  propitiation  for  all  our  sins. 
It  is  only  faith  in  Christ,  a  true  faith  (though  a  weak,  dim-sighted 
GUtfa)  mat,  looking  up  to  the  typified  serpent  Christ  Jesus,  can 
cure  our  wounded  sin-sick  souls,  and  make  us  here  to  live  unto 
God,  and  hereafter  in  all  happiness  with  Him. 

Petal  Bayne's  Mirror  of  Mercy.       Fides  est  radix  virtutunt  omnium.  Ambroj. 
in  Lib.  de  Cain  et  Abel. 

1 298.  God  only  to  be  sought  unto  for  Safety 
in  the  time  of  Eminent  Distress. 

-K  poet,  describing  the  manifold  miseries  of  JExieas,  that  Trojan 
'nee,  in  his  long  and  weary  voyage,  showeth  the  great  peril  that 
Hid  his  company  were  in,  and  the  great  speed  they  made  to 


to 
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escape  the  danger  of  the  cruel  Cyclops,  who,  together  with  his 
gigantic  army  mustered  on  the  shore,  as  strong  as  so  many  sturdy 
oaks,  and  tall  as  lofty  cedars,  whose  very  countenances  threatened 
death  and  destruction  to  all  that  came  near  them.  It  was  then  no 
time  for  them  to  stay  there,  but  high  time  to  hoist  up  the  sails, 
nimbly  to  betake  themselves  to  their  oars,  and  rather  than  the 
giants  should  offer  violence  to  them,  to  lay  violent  hands  on  their 
tackle,  and  so  quit  a  dangerous  coast  that  could  promise  nothing 
but  mischief.  So  the  only  way  that  we  have  to  prevent  any 
eminent  danger,  which  by  our  sins  we  draw  upon  our  heads  daily, 
and  such  as  are  even  at  the  shore  ready  to  assault  us ;  nay,  such 
as  have  already  even  boarded  these  our  poor  brittle  barks  of  mor- 
tality, is  swiftly  to  sail  away  in  the  waters  of  unfeigned  repentance, 
and  every  man  of  us  to  betake  himself  speedily  to  the  oars  of  true 
contrition  and  invocation  to  Almighty  God,  and  to  row  painfully 
in  the  sea  of  our  sinful  hearts,  seeking  and  never  giving  over,  till 
we  are  upon  the  rock  of  our  defence,  and  have  found  the  God  of 
our  salvation. 

Virgil.    Praeipita  metus  titer  agit,  &f.      Validia  ittcumbere  rtmii.  Abdera 
Ttiorum  pttlchra  culonia.    Strabo,  in  Lib.  Gcograpk. 

1 299.  The  A  bundant  Love  of  Christ  in  Dying 

for  our  Sins. 

It  is  said  of  the  pelican,  beholding  her  young  ones  to  be  slain  by 
the  serpent,  much  thirsting  after  their  blood,  she  is  so  much 
grieved,  that  she  beats  her  sides  with  her  own  wings  in  such  a 
manner,  that  the  blood  issues  abundantly,  which  being  as  yet 
warm,  falleth  upon  the  young  ones  so  slain,  and  restoreth  them  to 
life  again.  Thus  the  soul  of  man,  being  the  true  bird  of  Paradise, 
(for  there  was  her  nest  first  built  by  God,)  having,  as  it  were,  her 
lively  blood  sucked  out  by  that  old  serpent  the  devil ;  Christ  be- 
came that  heavenly  pelican,  that  with  the  wings  of  His  love  and 
mercy,  shed  out  of  His  most  precious  side,  His  dearest  heart-blood, 
to  revive  us  that  we  might  live  for  ever. 

Ulyt.  Aldrau.  in  Ornitholog. 

1300.  Hmu  it  is  that  the  Hypocrite  Deceives 

himself  in  Seeking  after  God. 

It  is  said  of  Zeuxis  and  Parrasius,  that  the  one  deceived  his  fellow 
a«nter  with  the  picture  of  a  sheet,  and  the  other  deceived  birds 
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th  his  counterfeit  grapes.     Thus  the  hypocrite,  whose  devoti 

a  shadow,  something  in  show,  but  nothing  at  all  in  sub- 
mce,  deceives  himself  with  a  sheet  or  shadow  of  holiness,  think- 
ing that  to  be  current  which  is  but  counterfeit,  and  those  to  be 
»e  grapes,  which  arc  but  mere  pictures  of  grapes.  And  thus 
>ing  about  to  seek  the  Lord  with  outward  holiness,  and  external 
ehaviour,  not  with  internal  purity  and  sanctity  of  the  heart,  he 
ay  well  be  said  to  offer  sacrifice  with  Cain,  and  yet  have  no  good 
fast  with  Jezebel,  and  yet  not  leave  his  sins;  humble  himself 
with  Ahab,  yet  have  no  true  repentance  ;  lament  with  the  tears  of 
Esau,  yet  not  be  sorry  for  his  sins;  kiss  Christ  with  Judas,  yet  have 
no  love  in  his  heart ;  pray  with  the  Pharisee,  yet  have  no  devotion ; 
present  an  oblation  with  Ananias,  yet  keep  the  best  part  from  God, 
which  is  his  heart ;  and  thus  after  all  his  seeking,  find  God  in 
justice  to  condemn  him,  not  in  mercy  to  save  him. 

Futtfmu,  Lib.  viii.  cap.  ll.cx  Plin,      Quid  maps  est  vanum  quam  justi  nomen 
habere,  &c.  t   Antholog.  Jac.  Billii. 


on 


|Oi.  Men  Covering  their  Sins  with  Specious 
Pretences  reproved. 

As  when  Adam  had  tasted  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  Gen.  iii.,  he 
espied  his  own  nakedness,  poverty,  and  how  that  he  was  miser- 
ably fallen ;  for  remedy  whereof,  he  went  about  to  hide  it  with 
fig  leaves,  and  to  shroud  himself  amongst  the  trees  of  the  garden : 
so  it  is  that  too,  too  many  of  Adam's  sons  now  living  go  about  to 
cloak  their  sins  with  the  fig  leaves  of  their  foolish  inventions,  and 
to  hide  their  treacherous  designs  in  the  thicket  of  their  wicked 
imaginations,  covering  their  vices  with  the  cloak  of  virtue ;  and 
hence  it  comes  to  pass  that  murder  is  accounted  manhood,  pride 
looked  on  as  decency,  covetousness  as  frugality,  drunkenness  as 
good  fellowship,  &c. 

Prodigal  vult  se  credi  libernlem,  avartts  ditigenlem,  Itinera  ri its  fortem,  &c 
Prosper,  de  Vila  Content.,  Lib.  iv. 

1302.  Miseries  attendant  on  the  Haters 
•  God's  People. 

As  in  princes'  courts,  they  are  looked  on  but  as  silly,  shallow- 
brained  men,  that  profess  open  and  mortal  hatred  to  the  greatest 
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favourites  of  the  king ;  nay,  in  so  doing,  they  take  the  right  way 
to  ruin  themselves  and  families  :  whereas  such  as  are  politically 
wise,  and  intend  to  raise  themselves  a  fortune,  will  be  sure  to  ob- 
serve the  favourites,  love  them,  and  insinuate  into  their  acquaint- 
ance :  so  it  is  a  most  sottish  folly  in  men  of  the  world  to  hate 
God's  people,  in  whom  His  graces  are  most  apparent,  for  the  Lord 
will  look  upon  them  as  enemies  to  H  imself,  so  that  they  shall 
want  many  a  blessing  from  the  King  of  Heaven,  which  the  prayers 
of  the  godly  would  otherwise  obtain  for  them  ;  yea,  many  plagues, 
much  sorrow  will  light  upon  them  in  this  respect :  but  if  they 
ever  intend  to  be  wise  for  their  souls  and  bodies  too,  it  is  their 
best  way,  to  love  and  embrace  with  all  kindness  such  as  are  the 
Lord's  people  ;  which  if  they  do,  God  will  take  it  as  a  token  of 
love  to  Himself,  and  they  shall  be  sure  to  have  their  reward  in  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven. 

P.  Bay  He's  Mirror  of  Mercy. 


1303.  All  oul  of  Order. 

It  is  observed  of  the  Romans  that,  in  the  time  of  their  civil  wars, 
some  followed  Csesar,  and  they  were  the  weakest ;  some  Pompey, 
and  they  were  thought  the  wisest ;  some  Crassus,  and  they  were 
accounted  the  worst  of  all.  So  now  it  is  that  some  follow  the 
flesh,  and  are  led  by  the  corrupting  allurements  thereof ;  some  are 
favourites  and  minions  of  the  world,  carried  away  with  its  glitter- 
ing preferments  ;  some  are  mere  factors  for  the  devil,  fulfilling  his 
crafty  and  cruel  designments  :  all  of  them  set  on  work  under  the 
command  of  this  cursed  triumvirate,  and  that  so  intently,  that 
everywhere  there  is  a  consumption  of  grace,  through  the  corrup- 
tion of  sin.  Piety  complains  that  she  is  sick,  charity  very  near 
dead  ;  good  works  buried,  prayer  and  preaching  neglected ;  honesty 
and  sobriety  derided,  justice  and  equity  abandoned  ;  truth  and 
plain  dealing  imprisoned  ;  faith  and  a  good  conscience  banished. 
As  for  religion,  men  delight  rather  to  argue  and  discourse  of  it, 
than  seriously  to  reduce  the  principles  thereof  into  practice  and 
action  ;  much  form  of  godliness  there  is,  but  little  power  thereof 
amongst  us.  Totus  mundus  in  maligna  positus,  All  is  out  of  order. 

Ifo(fcang.  Lazius  de  Rebus  Gestis  Romanorum.  Terras  Astraa  rtHquit. 
Ovid,  Met  Lib.  i.  B.  Carpenter's  Conscionable  Christian.  Malum! 
disfutart  homines  quarn  i>rrert. 
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1304.  The  Excellency  of  Godly  Sorrow  for 

Sin. 

As  water  that  runs  through  mines  hath  a  tincture  and  touch  of 
them  ;  or  as  a  vessel  that  is  seasoned  with  some  exquisite  liquor, 
will  a  long  time  after  retain  the  scent  and  smell  of  that  which  was 
poured  into  it :  so  sorrow  that  is  for  sin,  meets  with  much  in  us, 
by  which  accidentally  it  becomes  hurtful  ;  but  as  it  is  in  itself,  is,  as 
all  other  graces,  for  the  perfection  of  r,ature  ;  and  so  far  from  being 
an  oppression  of  it,  that,  in  the  judgment  of  some  wise  men,  it  is 
not  altogether  improbable,  but  that  it  shall  be  in  Heaven  ;  for  if 
our  memories  abide  there  to  recoUect  the  ways  of  this  life,  and 
our  understanding  and  will.be  fully  taken  up  in  the  sight  and 
fruition  of  God,  then  it  is  considerable,  that  since  a  little  sight  and 
taste  of  God  in  the  world  do  work  sorrow  for  sin,  whether  an 
abundant  sight  and  full  taste  will  not  also  do  it  in  Heaven,  when  a 
man  shall  remember  his  sins  against  so  good  a  God,  which  he 
hath  offended. 

Jos.  Simmona"i  Case  an  J  Cure  of  a  Deserted  Soul.       Dolor  hie  tiki  frojerit. 

1305.  Evil  Company  a  Great  Hindrance  in 
the  Ways  of  God. 

As  one  that  is  a  suitor  to  a  woman,  and  being  very  earnest  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  love,  another  should  come  and  tell  him,  that  he 
knows  something  of  the  woman  by  way  of  ill  report,  some  impedi- 
ment or  other  ;  the  man  hearing  this,  is  presently  taken  off,  and 
the  suit  ceaseth  :  so  it  is  with  many  a  man  who  begins  to  be  a 
suitor  to  religion,  fain  he  would  have  the  match  made  up,  and  he 
grows  very  hot  and  violent  in  the  suit,  and  falls  a  working  his 
salvation  ;  but  then  there  comes  some  of  his  old  comforts,  and 
they  tell  him  that  they  know  something  of  religion  that  is  of  ill 
report ;  as  that  there  must  be  much  of  strictness  and  mortification, 
that  he  must  never  see  good  day  more,  and  hereupon  he  is  dis- 
couraged, and  the  match  broken  off.  So  that  evil  company,  like 
the  water  in  a  smith's  forge,  quencheth  the  iron,  be  it  never  so  hot, 
and  cooleth  the  affections  to  Godward,  be  they  never  so  ardent. 


T.  Watson,  Unum  Ntttssariuni.       Melius  est  habere  maforum  odmm  qutm 
consortium.  Bern. 
VOL.  IL  T> 
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1 306.  The  Difference  betwixt  a  Spiritual  and 
Wordly  Man,  in  the  IVays  of  God  and 
Goodness. 


ine 
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It  is  observable,  that  in  the  courts  of  kings  and  princes,  children 
and  ruder  people  are  much  taken  with  pictures  and  rich  shows, 
and  feed  their  fancies  with  the  sight  of  rich  hangings  and  fine 
things  ;  but  the  wise  and  grave  statesman  passeth  by  such  thing 
as  not  worthy  taking  notice  of,  his  business  is  with  the  king. 
Thus  it  is,  that  in  this  world,  most  men  stay  in  the  out-rooms  and 
admire  the  low  things  of  the  world,  and  look  upon  them  as  pieces 
of  much  excellence  ;  but  the  spiritually-minded  man,  whose  eye 
desire,  and  ways  are  unto  God,  looketh  over  all  these  things  tha' 
are  here  below,  his  business  is  with  God.  Let  them  doat  upo 
the  world  that  are  in  love  with  it,  whom  hath  he  in  Heaven  bu 
God  1  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  he  desireth  besides  Hr 
Psalm  lxxiii.  25. 

Discite  in  hoc  mnitdo  supra  mundum  esse  ei  si  corpus  geritisl  volittt  in  nobis 
interior.    Ambros.  di  Virginibus. 


1307.  Parents  to  be  carefid  in  the  Ediicatio. 
of  their  Children. 

Julian  the  Apostate  had  two  great  scholars,  Mardonius  and  Max 
mus,  to  his  tutors,  but  being  profane  heathens,  and  scoffers  a 
Christian  religion,  they  laid  the  foundations  of  that  desperat 
apostacy,  whereby  he  fell  from  Christ  to  the  devil.  Thus,  he  th 
begets  a  fool,  or  by  careless  breeding  maketh  one,  hath  been  th 
author  of  his  own  sorrow,  and  his  child's  also,  Prov.  xvii.  21,  w^: 
may  have  just  occasion  to  cry  out  at  the  last  day,  Parentis  se, 
mus  parriadas,  Our  parents  have  been  our  parricides.  It  mu 
therefore  be  the  care  of  all  parents  so  to  provide  for  the  breedin 
up  of  their  children  unto  wisdom,  as  that  they  forgot  not  the  chi 
thing,  to  have  them  seasoned  with  the  knowledge  and  fear  of 
which  is  the  only  true  wisdom,  Job  xxviii.  28. 

Bnnappius  in  Maxim.    Sononun.  Lib.  v.  cap.  6.       Probum  parentcm  esse  opt 
tet  qui  gnatiim  suum  probiorem  &c.  Plant. 
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1 308.  Excellency  of  the  Knowledge  of  fesus 
Christ  above  all  Human  Learning  what- 
soever. 

Th em istocles,  though  he  was  ignorant  of  music,  yet  knew  he 
how  to  govern  a  state.  And  a  believer,  though  he  be  ignorant  of 
all  other  learning,  yet  by  the  knowledge  of  Christ  only  will  be  a 
blessed  man  ;  whereas  all  the  learning  in  the  world  without  will 
leave  a  man  miserable.  To  know  the  whole  creation,  and  to  be 
ignorant  of  the  Creator ;  to  know  all  histories  and  antiquities, 
and  to  be  unacquainted  with  our  own  hearts  ;  to  be  good 
logicians  to  other  purposes,  and  in  the  meantime  to  be  cheated 
by  Satan  with  paralogisms  in  the  business  of  our  own  salva- 
tion ;  to  be  powerful  orators  with  men,  and  never  to  prevail 
with  God ;  to  know  the  constellations,  motions,  and  influences 
of  heavenly  bodies,  and  have  still  unheavenly  souls  ;  to  know  ex- 
actly the  laws  of  men,  and  be  ignorant  and  rebellious  against  the 
laws  of  God  ;  to  abound  with  worldly  wisdom,  and  be  destitute 
of  the  fear  of  God,  which  makes  wise  to  salvation,  is  all  but  a 
better  kind  of  refined  misery :  the  devils  have  much  mote  than  all 
this  comes  to,  and  yet  are  damned.  We  must  study  therefore  to 
improve  our  learning  unto  the  use  and  furtherance  of  holiness,  to 
better  our  minds,  to  order  our  affections,  to  civilise  our  manners, 
to  reform  our  lives,  to  adorn  and  render  our  profession  the  more 
amiable,  to  consecrate  all  our  other  endowments  as  spoils  unto 
Christ,  to  lay  our  crowns  at  His  feet,  and  make  all  other  abilities 
and  acquirements  handmaids  unto  His  glory.  When  learning  is 
thus  a  servant  unto  godliness,  godliness  will  be  an  honour  unto 
learning. 

Augiistin.  in  Epist.  36.  Quid  mihi  prodcrit  ingenium  per  ullas  doctrinal 
agile,  <5rV.  t  Aug.  Confess.  Lib.  iv.  cap.  16.  ,•  Lib.  i.  cap.  8.  Ed.  Key- 
nolo"  s  Scrm.  of  Human  Learning,  &*c.,  1657. 

1309.  How  it  is  that  we  must  Follow  the 

Things  that  make  for  Peace. 

As  Christ  is  set  forth  in  the  Scripture  to  be  a  Leader,  a  Man  of 
\\  *t,  Exod.  xv.  3  ;  a  Captain,  Heb.  ii.  10 ;  a  Lion  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  Rev.  v.  5,  the  victorious  tribe,  so  is  He  as  a  Prince  of  Peace 
too  ;  honoured  at  His  birth  with  the  style  of  Immanuel,  a  name 
peace,  Isa.  ix.  6  ;  crowned  in  His  baptism  with  a  dove,  Matth 
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16,  the  emblem  of  peace ;  being  in  the  building  Caput  An 
Corner-stone,  the  place  of  peace ;  coming  into  the  world  with  a 
song  of  peace,  Rom.  x.  15  ;  going  out  of  the  world  with  a  legacy 
of  peace,  Luke  ii.  14  :  in  one  word,  a  perfect  Moses  ;  the  meekest 
Man,  and  yet  the  mightiest  Warrior ;  a  true  David,  a  Man 
much  versed  in  battle,  and  yet  made  up  all  of  love,  sending  a 
sword  in  one  place,  and  sheathing  up  a  sword  in  another : 
careless  of  offending  in  case  of  piety,  and  tender  of  offending 
in  case  of  liberty.  Thus  He,  and  thus  His  church  too :  Salem, 
a  place  of  peace  ;  Jerusalem,  a  vision  of  peace,  and  yet  therein  a 
fort,  and  an  armoury  for  shields  and  bucklers.  Cant.  iv.  4.  And 
such  must  all  of  us  be,  like  Nehemiah's  builders,  with  a  trowel  in 
one  hand,  but  a  spear  in  the  other  hand  ;  to  be  at  enmity  with 
the  vices,  but  at  peace  with  the  persons  of  all  men  ;  to  be  sure  to 
distinguish  concerning  persons,  and  concerning  things  ;  as  to  com- 
passionate the  weak,  but  withstand  the  obstinate.*  And  for  things, 
though  the  heathen  man  spake  truly — Nihil  minimum  in  rtligiont, 
— yet  we  know  our  blessed  Saviour  distinguished  between  mint  or 
cuinmin,  and  the  great  things  of  the  law;tand  the  apostolical 
synod,  between  things  necessary  and  unnecessary  ;Jand  St  Paul 
between  meats  and  drinks,  and  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  at  another 
time  between  the  foundation  and  superstructures  of  religion.§  And 
this  is  the  only  right  way  to  follow  the  things  that  make  for  peace. 

Pox  cum  periottti,  btllum  cum  vitiis       *  Gal.  v.  1 .       Vol.  Max.      +  Matt. 
xxiii.  23.      t  Acts  xv.  2S.      §1  Cor.  iii.  io,  11. 

1 310.  How  it  is  that  War  there  may  and 
must  be  in  the  Church  of  God,  but 
Contention. 

It  is  recorded  of  Meletius,  and  of  Peter,  Bishop  of  Alexandria, 
confessors  of  the  Christian  faith,  both  martyres  dtsignati,  and 
demned  ad  metalla  for  their  profession,  who  upon  a  very  small 
difference,  touching  the  receiving  of  the  lapsi  into  communion, 
ell  unto  so  great  a  schism,  that  they  drew  a  partition  between 
ach  other  in  prison,  and  would  not  hold  communion  in  the 
r.me  worship  of  Christ,  for  which  notwithstanding  they  jointly 
ffered  ;  which  dissension  of  theirs  did  the  church  of  God  more 
urt  by  causing  a  great  rent  and  sect  among  the  members  there- 
of, than  any  persecution  the  enemy  could  have  raised.  Now 
•O  it  is,  that  war  there  may  and  must  be  in  the  church  ;  war  in  a 
spiritual  sense,  war  with  principalities  and  powers,  and  spiritual 
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wickednesses.  For  the  church  is  militant,  and  hath  weapons 
of  spiritual  warfare,  given  of  purpose  to  resist  enemies,  and 
a  sword  that  Christ  came  to  send  against  all  dangerous  errors 
of  mind  or  manners.  But  for  all  this,  contention  and  inward  jars 
there  must  not  be,  and  that  for  this  very  reason,  because  there  is 
war,  open  war  with  foreign  and  potent  adversaries,  such  as  Satan 
and  all  other  enemies  of  the  church  are,  who  by  the  advantage  of 
intestine  commotion,  would  save  himself  the  labour  of  drawing  the 
sword,  and  become  rather  a  spectator  than  a  party  in  the  conquest 
Greatly  therefore  doth  it  concern  every  man  in  his  place,  all  men 
in  their  several  orders,  to  put  to  all  their  power,  prayers,  interests, 
for  preserving  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  that  in 
nothing  they  give  offence  to  the  church  of  God ;  but  rather  be 
willing  to  silence  and  smother  their  private  judgments,  to  relin- 
quish their  particular  liberties  and  interests,  to  question  and  dis- 
trust those  domestica  justicia,  (as  Tertullian  calls  them,)  their  singu- 
lar conceits  and  fancies,  than  to  be  in  any  such  thing  stiff  and 
peremptory  against  the  quiet  of  the  church  of  God  ;  the  weak  to 
be  humble  and  tractable  ;  the  strong  to  be  meek  and  merciful ; 
the  pastors  to  instruct  the  ignorant,  to  reclaim  the  wandering,  to 
convince  the  froward  with  the  spirit  of  meekness  and  compassion ; 
the  people  to  obey,  honour,  and  encourage  their  ministers  by 
their  docile  and  flexible  disposition,  to  suspect  their  own  judg- 
ment, to  allow  their  teachers  to  know  more  than  they  ;  not  to  ham- 
per themselves,  nor  to  censure  their  brethren,  nor  to  trouble  their 
superiors  by  ungrounded  scruples,  or  uncharitable  prejudices,  or 
unquiet,  and  in  the  end,  uncomfortable  singularities ;  to  take 
heed  of  strife,  vain-glory,  and  pride  in  their  own  conceits,  to  have 
such  humble  judgments,  as  that  they  can  be  willing  to  leam  any, 
(though  unwelcome)truth,  to  unlearn  any,(though  darling) error ; 
have  such  humble  lives  and  purposes,  as  that  they  can  resolve  to 
obey  with  duty,  whatsoever  they  are  not  able  with  reason  to  gain- 
say. And  thus  it  is,  that  war  may  be  in  the  church,  but  not  con- 
tention and  jarring. 

Eptpkan.  Harts,  68.  Conr.  Zuittgerus  in  Theat.  Hum.  Vita.  Greg.  Nat. 
Oral.  i.  pages  3-5.  A  pud  teres  Dei  cultorts,  etiam  Mia  parata  stmt. 
August,  in  Lib.  je  Verbo  Dei.    Oucriai  Xeyio/iol,  Chrysost.  Horn,  in  Gen.  iv. 

1311.  Difference  of  Judgment  hath  been,  and 
ever  will  be  in  the  Minds  of  Men,  and  why  so. 

There  was  never  any  instrument  so  perfectly  in  tune,  v&.-w\iv?Sv 
the  next  hand  that  touched  it,  did  nov  smvewl  sqw^Cwsvv, 
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there  any  judgment  so  strong  and  perspi cations,  from  which  another 
will  not  in  some  things  find  ground  of  variance.  See  we  not  in 
the  ancient  churches,  those  great  lights  in  their  several  ages,  at 
variance  amongst  themselves  ;  Irenaeus  with  Victor,  Cyprian  with 
Stephen,  Jerome  with  Austin,  Basil  with  Damascus,  Chrysostom 
with  Epiphanius,  Cyril  with  Theodoret  1  Desired  it  may  be,  but 
hoped  it  cannot,  that  in  the  church  of  God  there  would  be  no 
noise  of  axes  and  hammers,  no  difference  in  judgments  and  conceits ; 
for  while  there  is  corruption  in  our  nature,  narrowness  in  our 
faculties,  sleepiness  in  our  eyes,  difficulty  in  our  profession,  cun- 
ning in  our  enemies,  hvavorfra,  hard  things  in  the  Scripture,  and  an 
envious  man  to  superseminate,  there  willstill  be  n  tT^«n  (ppovovvrei, 
men  that  will  be  differently  minded.  In  this  hard  necessity  there- 
fore, when  the  first  evil  cannot  be  easily  avoided,  our  wisdom  must 
be  to  prevent  the  second,  that  where  there  is  not  perfection,  yet 
there  may  be  peace ;  that  dissensions  of  judgments  break  not 
forth  into  disunion  of  hearts,  but  that  amidst  the  variety  of  our 
several  conceits,  we  preserve  still  the  unity  of  faith  and  love,  by 
which  only  we  are  known  to  be  Christ's  disciples. 

F.useb.     Sozomett.     Nicephor.     Isid.  Fdus.  Lib.u.  ep.  90.     Aug.  Epist.  105. 
fuel  against  Harding,  art.  viii. 

131 2.  Men  not  to  be  Censurers  of  one  another. 

It  was  an  old  trick  of  the  Gentiles,  (as  Gregory,  Nazianzen, 
Arnobius,  and  Minutius  tell  us)  to  object  illiterateness  unto  the 
Christians  ;  but  a  very  unfit  way  certainly  it  is,  for  Christian  men 
amongst  themselves  to  refute  adverse  opinions,  or  to  insinuate 
their  own,  by  their  mutual  undervaluing  of  each  others'  parts  and 
persons,  to  censure  every  one  for  dull  and  brutish,  who  in  judg- 
ment varieth  from  their  own  conceits.  If  then  they  must  needs 
be  censuring,  let  them  look  to  what  is  wanting  in  themselves,  and 
to  what  is  useful  in  their  brethren  ;  the  one  will  make  them  humble, 
the  other  charitable,  and  both  peaceable. 

Stiidbrum  rudes,  litararum  profani,  6rv.        Hoc  est  fastijium  vestrum,  £rc. 

A  mob. 

1 313.  The  "Joyful  Coming  of  Christ  Jestts 

in  the  Flesh. 

When  Solomon  was  made  king,  they  did  eat  and  drink  with  great 
gladness  before  the  Lord,  1  Chron.  xxix.  42.    And  at  the  solemn 
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inaugurations  of  such  kings  and  princes,  the  trumpets  sound,  the 
people  shout,  the  conduits  run  wine,  honours  are  dispensed,  gifts 
distributed,  prisons  opened,  offenders  pardoned,  acts  of  grace 
published,  nothing  suffered  to  eclipse  the  beauty  of  such  a  festivity. 
Thus  it  was  at  the  coming  of  Christ  Jesus  in  the  flesh;  wise  men  in 
the  east  brought  presents  unto  Him,  rejoicing  with  exceeding  great 
joy,  Mat.  ii.  10,  11;  the  glory  of  God  shines  on  that  day,  and  an 
heavenly  host  proclaim  that  joy,  Luke  ii.  9,  14.'  John  the  Baptist 
Ieapeth  in  the  womb,  Mary  rejoiceth  in  God  her  Saviour,  Luke  i.  4 1 , 
47  ;  Zacharias  glorifieth  God  for  the  horn  of  salvation  in  the  house  of 
David,  Simeon  and  Anna  bless  the  Lord  for  the  glory  of  Israel, 
and  after, when  He  came  to  Jerusalem,  the  whole  multitude  spread 
garments,  strewed  branches,  cried  before  Him  and  behind  Him, 
Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David,  Hosanna  in  the  highest,  Matth. 
xxL  9.  And  the  Psalmist  prophesying  long  before  of  it,  said. 
This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made,  we  will  rejoice  and  be 
glad  in  it.  Psalm  cxviii.  24. 

Ed.  Reynold's  Joy  in  the  Lord,  a  Serm.  at  St.  PauTs.       Jesephi  Antiouit.  Lib. 
vii.        Turnebi  Adversar.  Lib.  xxiv. 

1314.  Hard  to  be  Drawn  from  Custom  in  Sin. 

Water  may  be  easily  dammed  up,  but  no  art  or  industry  can  make 
it  run  backward  in  its  own  channel.  It  was  by  a  miracle,  that  the 
river  Jordan  was  driven  back ;  and  it  is  very  near,  if  not  alto- 
gether a  miracle,  that  a  man  accustomed  to  do  evil,  should  learn 
to  do  well ;  that  the  tide  of  sin,  which  before  did  run  so  strong, 
should  be  so  easily  turned  ;  that  the  sinner  which  before  was  sail- 
ing hell-ward,  and  wanted  neither  wind  nor  tide  to  carry  him, 
should  now  alter  his  course,  and  tack  about  for  Heaven,  hie  labor, 
hoc  opus  est,  this  is  a  work  indeed,  and  a  hard  one  too  ;  to  see  the 
earthly  man  become  heavenly  ;  to  see  a  sinner  move  contrary  to 
himself  in  the  ways  of  Christ  and  holiness,  is  as  strange  as  to  see 
the  earth  fly  upward,  or  the  bowl  run  contrary  to  its  own  bias. 

iVoturam  tipellai  furca  licet,  S*c.       Difficile  est.  longum  subito  defoitert  amo 
rem.    Cat.  Tibul. 

1 3 15.  The  Commodity  and  Discommodity  of 

Learning. 

As  the  juice  of  the  same  earth  is  sweet  in  the  grape,  but  bitter  i 
the  wormwood,  or  as  the  same  odour  is  a  refreshment  to  the  do 
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but  a  poison  to  the  scarabaeus,  so  the  same  learning,  qualified  with 
charity,  piety  and  meekness,  may  be  admirably  useful  to  edify  the 
church,  which  with  pride,  contempt,  and  corrupt  judgment,  may 
he  used  unto  harmful  purposes.  As  the  philosopher  speaks,  Nothing 
is  more  dangerous  than  wickedness  in  armour.  Hence  is  it  that 
Satan  hath  usually  set  on  work  the  greatest  wits  in  sowing  errors 
in  the  church ;  as  Agrippina  gave  Claudius  poison  in  his  most 
delicate  meat,  or  as  thieves  use  to  pursue  their  prey  with  the 
swiftest  horses,  so  the  devil  made  choice  of  Licentius,  a  man  of 
rare  parts,  but  a  corrupt  mind :  wherein  Satan  would  fail  of  his 
end,  if  men  would  make  no  other  use  of  their  gifts  and  learning, 
than  to  make  them  as  engines  and  instruments,  for  the  more  happy 
promoting  of  piety  and  pure  religion. 

BatU.  Hexam.  Homil.  v.       Gr.  A'ysstn  in  Cant.       Ami.  Rkd.       Aug.  ad 
Licentium,  Ep.  49.      Ep.  119. 

1316.  Holiness  an  Excellent  Thing. 

Alexander  coming  with  his  army  against  Jerusalem,  Jaddus  the 
high  priest  went  out  of  the  city  to  meet  him,  adorned  with  his 
priestly  robes,  an  upper  garment  of  purple  embroidered  with  gold 
and  a  golden  plate  on  the  foreside,  wherein  in  the  name  of  God 
was  written.  The  sight  was  so  grave  and  solemn,  that  the  empe- 
ror fell  to  the  ground,  as  reverencing  the  name  that  was  thereon 
inscribed.  Thus  it  is,  that  in  holiness  there  is  such  a  sparkling 
lustre,  that  whosoever  beholds  it,  must  needs  be  astonished  at  it ; 
nay,  even  those  that  oppose  it  cannot  but  admire  it.  Holiness  is 
an  excellent  thing,  a  beautiful  thing,  it  carries  a  graceful  majesty 
along  with  it,  wheresoever,  or  in  whomsoever  it  is  truly  and  sincerely 
possessed. 

A.  Gtltius.      Quintus  Curtitu.      Pictati  summa  tribuenda  lout  est.  Solinus. 

1 3 17.  The  Least  Man  in  the  Ministry  not  t 
be  contemned. 

As  in  a  building,  some  bring  stones,  some  timber,  others  mortar, 
and  some  perhaps  bring  only  nails  ;  yet  these  are  useful,  these 
serve  to  fasten  the  work  in  the  building;  thus  the  church  of  God 
is  a  spiritual  building,  some  ministers  bring  stones,  are  more  emi- 
nent and  useful ;  others  timber;  others  less,  they  have  but  a  nail  in 
the  work,  yet  all  serve  for  the  good  of  the  building,  r  Cor.  iii.  9. 
The  least  star  gives  light,  the  least  drops  moisten,  the  least  minis- 
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ter  is  no  less  than  an  angel,  the  least  nail  in  the  ministry  serves 
for  the  fastening  of  souls  unto  Christ ;  there  is  some  use  to  be 
made  even  of  the  lowest  parts  of  men,  the  weakest  minister  may 
help  to  strengthen  one's  faith.  Though  all  are  not  apostles,  t  Cor. 
xii.  29  ;  all  are  not  evangelists,  all  have  not  the  same  dexterous 
abilities  in  the  work,  yet  all  edify  ;  and  oftentimes  so  it  cometh  to 
pass,  that  God  crowns  his  labours,  and  sends  most  fish  into  his 
net,  who,  though  he  may  be  less  skilful,  is  more  faithful ;  and 
though  he  have  less  of  the  brain,  yet  he  may  have  more  of  the 
heart,  and  is  therefore  not  to  be  contemned. 

T.  Watson' '1  Christian's  Charter. 

13 18.  The  Minister  and  Magistrate  to  go 

hand  in  hand  togetiier. 

It  is  reported  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  that  coming  her  progress  into 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  when  she  observed  that  the  gentlemen  of 
the  county  who  came  out  to  meet  her  had  every  one  his  minister 
by  his  side,  said  :  Now  I  have  learned  why  my  county  of  Suffolk 
is  so  well  governed,  it  is  because  the  magistrates  and  ministers  go 
together.  And  most  true  it  is,  that  they  are  the  two  legs  on  which 
a  church  and  state  do  stand ;  and  whosoever  he  be  that  would 
saw  off  the  one,  cannot  mean  well  to  the  other  ;  an  anti-minis- 
terial spirit  ia  an  anti-magistratical  spirit.  The  pulpit  guards  the 
throne;  be  but  once  persuaded  to  take  that  away,  and  you  give  the 
magistrates'  enemies  room  to  fetch  a  full  blow  at  them,  as  the  Duke 
of  Somerset  in  King  Edward  the  Sixth's  days,  by  consenting  to  his 
brother's  death,  made  way  for  his  own  by  the  same  axe  and  hand. 

W.  Cur  nail.  The  Magistrates  Pmver,  Quam  bene  com/eniun/. 

J.  Speed's  Chronicle. 

1 31 9.  The  Great  Danger  in  Commission  of 

Little  Sins. 

What  is  less  than  a  grain  of  sand,  yet  when  it  comes  to  be  multi- 
plied, what  is  heavier  than  the  sands  of  the  sea  I  A  little  sum 
multiplied  riseth  high.  So  a  little  sin  unrepented  of  will  damn  us, 
as  one  leak  in  the  ship,  if  it  be  not  well  looked  to,  will  drown  us  ; 
little  sins,  as  the  world  calls  them,  but  great  sins  against  the  ma- 
jesty of  God  Almighty,  who  doth  accent  and  enhance  them,  if  Hd 
repented  of.     One  would  think  it  no  gTeat  matter  to  forget 


yet  it  hath  a 
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yet  it  hath  a  heavy  doom  attending  on  it,  Psalm  1.  22.  The  non- 
improvement  of  talents,  the  non-exercising  of  graces,  the  world 
looks  upon  as  a  small  thing ;  yet  we  read  of  him  that  hid  his 
talent  in  the  earth,  Matt.  xxv.  15,  he  had  not  spent  it,  only  not 
trading  it,  is  sentenced ;  such  and  so  great  is  the  danger  of  the 
least  sin  whatsoever. 


IVatton,  Christian's  Charter.        Navis  si  unam  habucrit  tabulam  perfora- 
tum, (SrV.    Aug.  de  Sat,  /"'■■  >'■ 


T. 

1320.  The  IVor Idlings  Inordinate  Desires, 

and  why  so. 

The  countryman  in  the  fable  would  needs  stay  till  the  river  was 
run  all  away,  and  then  go  over  dry-shod  ;  but  the  river  did  run  on 
still,  and  he  was  deceived  in  his  expectation.  Such  are  the 
worldling's  inordinate  desires,  the  deceitful  heart  promiseth  to  see 
them  run  over  and  gone,  when  the}'  are  attained  to  such  a  mea- 
sure ;  and  then  they  are  stronger  and  wider,  more  impetuous  and 
unruly  than  before  :  for  a  covetous  heart  grasps  at  no  less  than 
the  whole  world,  would  fain  be  master  of  all,  and  dwell  alone,  like 
a  wen  in  the  body,  which  draws  all  to  itself ;  let  it  have  never  so 
much  it  will  reach  after  more,  add  house  to  house,  and  field  to 
field,  till  there  be  no  more  place  to  compass,  Isa.  v.  8  ;  like  a 
bladder,  it  swells  wider  and  wider,  the  more  of  this  empty  world 
is  put  into  it,  so  boundless,  so  endless,  so  inordinate  are  the  corrupt 
desires  of  worldly-minded  men. 

Rustic  us  ex  pec  tat  dutn  dejiuai  amnis,  at  Me  Lcbitur.  &e.         Ex  libidin;  orta 
sine  Urmino  sunt.  Aristot. 

1 32 1 .  To  Beware  of'M asked  Specious  Sins. 

It  is  said  of  Alcibiades,  that  he  embroidered  a  curtain  with  lions 
and  eagles,  the  most  stately  of  beasts  and  birds,  that  he  might  the 
more  closely  hide  the  picture  that  was  under,  full  of  owls  and 
satyrs,  the  most  sadly  remarkable  of  other  creatures.  Thus  Satan 
embroiders  the  curtain  with  the  image  of  virtue,  that  he  may 
easily  hide  the  foul  picture  of  sin  that  is  under  it — sin,  that  in  the 
eye  of  the  world  is  looked  on  as  grace,  coloured  and  masqued 
over  with  zeal  for  God,  good  intentions,  &c,  such  as  hath  a  fine 
gloss  put  upon  it,  that  it  may  be  the  more  vendible  ;  wherein  the 
devil,  like  the  spider,  first  she  weaves  her  web,  and  then  hangs  the  fly 
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in  it,  so  he  helps  men  to  weave  the  web  of  sin  with  specious 
show*  and  religious  pretences,  and  then  he  hangs  them  in  the 
snare  and  sets  all  their  sins  in  order  before  them. 

Plutarck  in  Vita.        Pacata  spiendida,  August. 

1 322.  No  True  Happiness  to  be  found  in  the 
Best  of  Creatures  here  below. 

Solomon  having  made  a  critical  enquiry  after  the  excellency  of 
all  creature-comforts,  gives  this  in,  as  the  ultimate  extraction  from 
them  all,  Vanity  of  vanities,  all  is  vanity.  And  have  not  all  of  us 
great  experience,  how  loose  the  world  hangs  about  us?  If  you  go 
to  the  creature  to  make  you  happy,  the  earth  will  tell  you,  that 
happiness  grows  not  in  the  furrows  of  the  field  ;  the  sea,  that  it  is 
not  in  the  treasures  of  the  deep  ;  cattle  will  say.  It  is  not  on  our 
backs  ;  crowns  will  say,  It  is  too  precious  a  gem  to  be  found  in 
11s ;  we  can  adorn  the  head,  but  we  cannot  satisfy  the  heart.  It 
is  true,  that  these  worldly  earthly  things  can  benefit  the  outward 
and  the  natural  man  ;  but  to  look  for  peace  of  conscience,  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghost,  inward  and  durable  comfort  in  anything,  which 
the  world  affords,  is  to  seek  for  treasure  in  a  coal-pit,  a  thing 
altogether  improbable  to  be  found  there. 

Fallax  at  hie  mundus,  finis  dubius,  <jff.  Pet. 
Blesensis. 


In  Ubrv  Ecclesiast. 


1 323.  How  it  is  that  Faith  Challengeth  the 
Superiority  above  other  Graces. 

Take  a  piece  of  wax  and  a  piece  of  gold  of  the  same  magnitude, 
the  wax  is  not  valuable  with  the  gold  ;  but  as  this  wax  hangs  at 
the  label  of  some  will,  by  virtue  of  which  some  great  estate  is 
confirmed  and  conveyed,  so  it  may  be  worth  many  hundred 
pounds.  So  faith  considered  purely  in  itself,  doth  challenge 
nothing  more  than  othei  graces,  nay,  in  some  sense  it  is  inferior, 
it  being  an  empty  hand  ;  but  as  this  hand  receives  the  precious 
alms  of  Christ's  merits,  and  is  an  instrument  or  channel,  through 
which  the  blessed  streams  of  life  flow  to  us  from  Him  ;  so  it  doth 
challenge  a  superiority  over,  and  is  more  excellent  than,  all  other 
graces  whatsoever. 

T.  Watson.  Christians  Charter.         O  thesaurus  omnibus  ppulentier  fides,  &<• 
Aug.  Lib.  de  Virgin. 
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1324.  Men  not  Living  as  if  they  had  Souls  to 
Save,  reproved. 


so 

fill 


crates  in  his  time  wondered  when  he  observed  statuaries,  how 
careful  they  were,  and  how  industrious  to  make  stones  like  men, 
and  men  in  the  meantime  turning  themselves  into  very  blocks 
and  stones.  The  case  is  ours  ;  men  walk  not  as  men  that  have 
uls  to  be  saved,  many  walk  as  if  they  had  nothing  but  bellies  to 
;11  and  backs  to  clothe,  fancies  to  be  tickled  with  vanity,  eyes  and 
ears  to  look  after  pleasure,  brains  to  entertain  empty  notions,  and 
tongues  to  utter  them  ;  as  for  their  souls,  they  serve  them  to  little 
other  purpose  than  as  salt  to  keep  their  bodies  from  stinking. 

Diog.  Laert.  in  Socrate.        Tanquam  mors  nulla  seqnatur. 


1325.  Honour  and  Greatness,  the  Inanity  of 

them. 

It  was  foretold  to  Agrippina,  Nero's  mother,  that  her  son  should 
be  emperor,  and  that  he  should  afterward  kill  his  own  mother ;  to 
which  Agrippina  replied,  Occidat  modo  imferet,  Let  my  son  be  so, 
and  then  let  him  kill  me  and  spare  not ;  so  thirsty  was  she  of 
honour.  Alas,  what  are  swelling  titles  but  as  so  many  rattles  to 
still  men's  ambitions  1  And  what  is  honour  and  greatness  in  the 
world  ?  Honour  is  like  the  meteor  which  lives  in  the  air ;  so  doth 
this  in  the  breath  of  other  men.  It  is  like  a  gale  of  wind  which 
carries  the  ship  ;  sometimes  this  wind  is  down,  a  man  hath  lost  his 
honour,  and  lives  to  see  himself  entombed  :  sometimes  this  wind 
is  too  high.  How  many  have  been  blown  to  hell,  while  they  have 
been  sailing  with  the  wind  of  popular  applause  !  So  that  honour  is 
but  magnum  nihil,  a  glorious  fancy.  It  doth  not  make  a  man 
really  the  better,  but  often  the  worse ;  for  a  man  swelled  with 
honour  (wanting  grace)  is  like  a  man  in  a  dropsy,  whose  bigness 
;  his  disease. 


Suetonius  in  Vila. 


Honor  at  in  honorantt  non  in  honorato. 
tpavraaiac. 


1326.  Present  Time  to  be  Well  Husbanded. 

As  it  is  observed  of  the  philosopher,  that  foreseeing  a  plentiful 
pear  of  olives,  he  rented  many  olive  yards,  and  by  that  demon- 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES.  &c. 


strated  that  a  learned  man,  if  he  would  aim  at  worldly  gain,  could 
easily  be  a  rich  man  too  :  it  is  noted  as  an  excellent  part  of  wis- 
dom to  know  and  manage  time,  to  husband  time  and  opportunity; 
for  as  the  rabbi  said,  Nemo  est  cut  rwn  sit  hura  sua,  Every  man  hath 
his  hour,  and  he  who  overslips  that  season,  may  never  meet  with 
the  like  again,  Luke  xix.  43.  The  Scripture  insists  much  upon  a 
day  of  grace,  2  Cor.  vi.  2.  The  Lord  reckons  the  times  which 
pass  over  us,  and  puts  them  upon  our  account,  Luke  xiii.  7,  Rev. 
ii.  21,  23.  Let  us  therefore  improve  them,  and  with  the  impotent 
persons  at  the  pool  of  Bethesda,  let  us  step  in  when  the  angel  stirs 
the  water.  Now  the  church  is  afflicted,  it  is  a  season  of  prayer 
and  learning,  Mic  vi.  9,  Isaiah  xxvi.  8,  9  :  now  the  church  is  en- 
larged, it  is  a  season  of  praise,  Psalm  cxviii.  24.  I  am  now  at  a 
sermon,  I  will  hear  what  God  will  say  :  now  in  the  company  of  a 
learned  and  wise  man,  I  will  draw  some  knowledge  and  counsel 
from  him  ;  I  am  under  a  temptation,  now  is  a  fit  time  to  lean  on 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  Isaiah  L  to.  I  am  in  place  of  dignity  and 
power,  let  me  consider  what  it  is  that  God  requireth  of  me  in  such 
a  time  as  this  is,  Esther  iv.  14.  And  thus,  as  the  tree  of  life  bring- 
eth  fruit  every  month,  Rev.  xxii.  2,  so  a  wise  Christian,  as  a  wise 
husbandman,  hath  his  distinct  employments  for  every  month, 
briogeth  forth  his  fruit  in  its  season,  Psalm  i.  3. 

Du>g.  Laai.  in  Thalcte.        Pirke  A  both.       Nemo  vatrum  parvi iritimd 
tempus,  frf.  Bern. 


1 327.  Frequent  Meditation  of  Death,  the 
Great  Benefit  thereof. 

It  is  said  of  Telephus,  that  he  had  his  imposthume  opened  by  the 
dart  of  an  enemy  which  intended  his  hurt.  Roses,  they  say,  are 
sweetest,  which  grow  near  unto  garlic,  so  the  nearness  of  an  enemy 
makes  a  good  man  the  better ;  and  therefore  the  wise  Roman, 
when  Carthage  the  emulous  city  of  Rome  was  destroyed,  said, 
Now  our  affairs  are  in  more  danger  and  hazard  than  ever  before. 
When  Saul,  David's  enemy,  eyed  and  persecuted  him,  this  made 
him  walk  more  circumspectly,  pray  more,  trust  in  God  more.  He 
kept  his  mouth  with  a  bridle  while  the  wicked  were  before  him, 
Psalm  xxxix.  r.  A  hard  knot  in  the  wood  drives  a  man  to  the 
use  of  his  wedges.  A  malicious  enemy  that  watcheth  for  our  halt- 
ing, will  make  us  look  the  better  to  our  ways.  And  so  it  is.that 
death  by  die  nearness  thereof,  and  by  the  frequent  meditation 
thereupon,  makes  us  more  careful  of  our  great  account,  more 
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posed  frame  of  heart,  like  that  of  the  apostles,  Phil.  L  >i, 
in  either  to  stay  and  work,  or  to  go  and  rest,  is  the  best  tem- 
ofall. 

RtynoliTi  Strut,  at  the  Fun.  of  Pit.  Whaley  at  Northampton. 


Assurance  of  God's  Love,  the  only 
Comforter. 

commonly  known  that  those  who  lived  on  London  Bridge 
as  soundly  as  they  who  lived  at  Whitehall  or  Cheapside,  well 
that  the  waves  which  roared  under  them  could  not  hurt 
is  was  David's  case,  when  he  sang  so  merrily  in  the  Cave 
am,  My  heart  is  fixed,  my  heart  is  fixed,  I  will  sing  and  give 
1  Psalm  lvii,  7.  And  what  was  it  that  made  him  so  merry 
sad  a  place  ?  He  will  tell  you,  verse  1,  where  you  have  him 
~g  himself  under  the  shadow  of  God's  loving  wings  of  pro- 
n,  and  now  well  may  he  sing  care  and  fear  away.  Thus  it 
a  man  persuaded  and  assured  of  God's  love  unto  him,  sings 
'y  as  the  nightingale  with  the  sharpest  thorn  at  his  breast, 
:  on  a  hard  bed,  sleeps  quietly  over  the  floods  of  trouble 
aw,  nay,  of  death  itself,  and  fears  no  ill,  Psal.  xxiii.  4. 

Gurtu/i,  Christian  in  Complde  Armour.       Hie  murus  aktnnts  tjto, 
A  it  couicire  liii,  <5rv.  * 

I.  A  Faithful  Modest  Friend  very  hard 
to  be  found. 

are  some  drugs  very  wholesome,  but  very  bitter  ;  good  in 
peration,  but  unkind  in  the  palate ;  as  the  common  saying  is, 
orae,  but  not  toothsome.     Such  are  some  friends  in  the 
real  in  their  love,  but  morose  in  their  expressions  of  it,  that 
is  almost  afraid  of  their  very  kindnesses ;  but  to  meet  with 
that  shall  be  as  full  of  sweetness  as  fidelity,  whose  love  is 
a  pill  that  must  be  wrapped  in  something  else  before  a 
n  swallow  it,  but  whose  candour  and  sereneness  make  his 
amiable  as  useful  to  his  friend  :  so  that  he  may  very  well  be 
deserve  the  character  given  to  one  of  the  Roman  emperors, 
'/h  urtquam  dimisit  tristem  :  of  such  a  disposition  made  up 
and  sweetness,  of  such  a  balsam  nature  that  is  all  for  heal- 
helpfulness. 


1172.  TA 
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1 332.  The  Good  Names  0/ God's  People,  though 
now  obscured,  yet  hereafter  will  be  cleared. 

Even  as  it  was  with  Christ,  the  Jews  rolled  a  great  stone  upon 
Him,  and,  as  they  thought,  it  was  impossible  He  should  rise  again  ; 
but  an  angel  came  and  rolled  away  the  stone,  and  He  rose  in  a 
glorious  triumphant  manner:  so  it  shall  be  with  the  people  of 
God,  their  good  name  oft  lies  buried,  a  stone  of  obloquy  and  re» 
proach  is  rolled  upon  them,  but  at  the  Day  of  Judgment,  not  an 
angel,  but  God  Himself,  will  roll  away  the  stone,  and  they  shall 
come  forth  from  among  the  pots,  where  they  have  been  blacked 
and  sullied,  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  silver,  and  her 
feathers  with  yellow  gold,  Psalm  lxviii.  13.  Now  it  is  that  many 
of  them  are  called  the  troublers  of  Israel,  seditious,  factious,  malig- 
nants,  rebellious,  and  what  not.  But  a  day  is  shortly  coming 
when  God  Himself  will  proclaim  their  innccency  :  for  the  name 
of  a  saint  is  precious  in  God's  esteem,  it  is  like  a  statue  of  gold, 
which  the  polluted  breath  of  men  cannot  stain  ;  and  though  the 
wicked  may  throw  dust  upon  it.  yet  as  God  will  wipe  away  tears 
from  the  eyes  of  His  people,  so  He  will  wipe  off  the  dust  that  lies 
upon  their  good  names,  and  a  happy  day  must  that  needs  be, 
when  God  Himself  shall  be  the  saint's  compurgator. 

T.  Watson,  Christian's  Charter. 

1333-  Mm  to  be  Thankful  for  the  little 
Strength  of  Grace  that  God  affordeth. 

As  soon  as  ever  Moses  with  his  army  was  through  the  sea,  they 
strike  up  before  they  stir  from  the  bank  side,  and  acknowledge 
the  wonderful  appearance  of  God's  power  and  mercy  for  them, 
Exod.  xv.,  though  this  was  but  one  step  in  their  way ;  a  howling 
wilderness  presented  itself  unto  them,  and  they  not  able  to  subsist 
a  few  days  with  all  their  provision,  for  all  their  great  victory, 
yet  Moses,  he  will  praise  God  for  this  handful  of  mercy.  Now 
this  holy  man  knew  how  to  keep  credit  with  God,  so  as  to  have 
more,  was  to  keep  touch,  and  pay  down  His  praise  for  what  was 
received.  Thus  it  is  with  thee,  O  thou  poor,  weak,  tremblmg 
Christian ;  if  thou  wouldst  have  fuller  communications  of  divine 
strength,  own  God  in  what  He  hath  already  done  for  thee  ;  art 
thou  weak  ?  bless  God  thou  hast  life ;  dost  thou,  through  feeble- 
ness, often  fail  in  duty,  and  fall  into  temptation  ?  moum  in  the 
ense  of  these :  yet  bless  God  that  thou  dost  not  lie  in  a  total 
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neglect  of  duty,  out  of  a  profane  contempt  thereof,  and  that  in- 
stead of  falling  through  weakness,  thou  dost  not  lie  to  the  mire  of 
sin,  through  the  wickedness  of  thy  heart  Art  thou  not  of  that 
strength  of  grace,  to  run  with  the  foremost,  and  hold  pace  with 
the  tallest  of  thy  brethren,  yet  art  thou  thankful  that  thou  hast 
any  strength  at  all  J  although  it  be  but  to  cry  after  them,  whom 
thou  seest  to  outstrip  thee  in  grace.  This  is  worth  thy  thanks, 
though  it  be  but  a  little  strength  of  grace,  that  God  is  pleased  to 
afford  thee. 

W.  GwnaJVs  Christian  in  Complete  Armour. 

1334.  True,  Real  Friendship  very  hard  to  be 
found. 

The  friendship  of  most  men  in  these  days  is  like  some  plants  in 
the  water,  which  have  broad  leaves  on  the  surface  of  the  water, 
but  scarce  any  root  at  all ;  like  lemons,  cold  within,  hot  without ; 
full  expressions,  empty  intentions ;  speak  loud,  and  do  little  ;  like 
drums  and  trumpets  and  ensigns  in  a  battle,  which  make  a  noise 
and  a  show,  but  act  nothing ;  mere  friendships  in  pretence  and 
compliment,  that  can  bow  handsomely,  and  promise  emphatically, 
and  speak  plausibly,  and  forget  all.  But  a  true,  real,  active  friend, 
whose  words  are  the  windows  of  his  heart,  avfifio\a  vaOlittam,  the 
notiners  of  his  affections— such  a  friend  is  rare  and  hardly  to  be 
found. 

A  minis  ctrtits  in  re  incerta.       A  ristetU. 

J335-  How  it  is  that  the  Preaching  of  the 
Gospel  is  of  a  Double  and  Contrary 
Operation  upon  Different  Persons. 

F.vkn  as  it  is  with  the  proclamation  of  a  prince,  which  he  sendeth 
out  to  his  rebellious  subjects,  wherein  he  maketh  offer  not  only  of 
pardon,  but  of  grace  and  favour  to  those  that  will  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  come  in,  showing  themselves  loyal  and  obedient ;  but 
on  the  other  hand  threateneth  extremity  of  punishment  to  those 
that  shall  yet  stand  out.  Now  this  proclamation,  with  the  same 
breath,  breatheth  out  both  life  and  death  ;  life  to  those  which  will 
hearken  to  it,  (which  is  the  main  end  and  intent  of  proclaiming 
it.)  but  death  to  those  that  oppose  themselves  against  it.  Even  so 
it  is  with  the  evangelical  proclamation,  the  preaching  of  the  gos- 
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pel,  it  reacheth  out  life  and  death  after  the  same  manner  ;  life 
penitent  believers,  who  readily  accept  the  offers  of  grace 
mercy  there  tendered  ;  but  death  to  obstinate  and  rebel  boot 
nera,  who  reject  them.  To  the  one  it  is  tttMm,  to  the  o 
KnKwein,  to  the  one  a  savour  of  life  unto  life,  to  the  other  a  n 
of  death  unto  death,  z  Cor.  ii.  16 ;  to  believers  the  morning 
Rev.  xxii.  16,  bringing  light  of  grace  here,  and  of  glory  herea 
to  others  the  evening  star,  leading  to  everlasting  darkness ; 
that  it  is  so  in  itself,  being  in  its  own  nature,  the  word  of  life  ; 
accidentally  it  becometh  so  to  them  through  their  unbelief  and 
jection  of  it,  John  iii.  18. 

Jok.  Erintley,  Emblemi  e/Jaw  Cirut 

1336.  Tongtie,  the  Heart's  Interpret* 

When  the  pump  goes,  we  shall  soon  know  what  water  is  in 
fountain,  whether  clear  or  muddy ;  when  the  clapper  strikes, 
may  guess  what  metal  is  in  the  belL    Thus  the  tongue  of  man 
comes  the  interpreter  of  the  heart :  the  inward  motions  of 
mind  have  vent  at  the  mouth  as  sparks  from  a  furnace,  and 
soul's  conceptions  are  brought  out  by  its  busy  midwifery, 
tongue  is  the  key  that  unlocks  the  heart's  treasury,  out  of 
abundance  it  speaks,  Matth.  xii.  34 ;  so  that  the  corrupt 
men's  minds  (not  much  unlike  the  inflammation  of  a  fever) 
narily  breaks  forth  and  blisters  upon  the  tongue.     He  tl 
rotten  in  his  heart,  is  commonly  rotten  in  his  talk ;  and  as 
words  corrupt  good  manners,  so  they  also  discover  cor 
manners  :  the  foul  stomach  betrays  itself  in  a  stinking  breath, 
a  wicked  heart  in  wicked  communication  ;  but  where  grace  is  i 
the  heart,  it  will  manifest  itself  in  holy,  heavenly,  and  sav 
speeches. 

Quotidiana  farnax  lingua,  &v.    August.  Con/a.  Lii.  x.      J,  Meriten't . 
to  Edvi.  Reynert,  Government  of the  Tongue. 

1337.  The  Sin  of  Bribery  condemned. 

It  is  reported  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  (then  Lord  Chancellor 
England,)  that,  when  two  great  silver  flagons  were  sent  him  by 
knight,  that  had  a  suit  depending  in  Chancery,  (though  gilded  " 
the  specious  pretence  of  gratuity,)  he  sent  them  back  again 
with  his  best  wine,  saying ;  If  your  master  likes  it,  let  him  send  fo 
more :  and  when  his  lady  at  another  time  offered  him  a 
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bribe  in  the  behalf  of  a  suppliant,  he  turned  away  with  these 
words,  Gentle  Eve,  I  will  none  of  your  apple.  An  upright  man 
he  was  in  the  place  of  judicature  ;  and  it  were  to  be  wished,  that 
all  those  who  succeed  him  on  the  bench,  were  not  almost,  but 
altogether  like  him  in  the  matter  of  justice  distributive  ;  but  so  it 
is  (and  which  is  to  be  lamented)  the  rulers  love  to  say  with  shame, 
Bring  ye,  Hos.  iv.  18;  their  right  hands  are  full  of  bribes,  they  are 
ready  to  transgress  for  a  piece  of  bread,  Prov.  xxviii.  ai,  they  love 
gifts,  and  follow  after  rewards,  Isaiah  i.  23,  and  like  the  horse- 
leech's daughter  they  cry,  Give,  give,  Prov.  xxx.  15.  so  that  by 
woful  experience  the  balance  of  equity  is  tilted  too,  too  often  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  cause  of  the  poor  outvied  with  power  and 
greatness. 

S.  Young,  Philargurisc  Mastix.       Terrai  Attract  rdiquit.  Ovid. 

i 338.  No  Man  Free  from  Temptations. 

A  countryman  riding  with  an  unknown  traveller  (whom  he  con- 
ceived honest)  over  a  dangerous  plain  ;  This  place  (said  he)  is  in- 
famous for  robbery,  but  for  my  own  part,  though  often  riding  over 
it  early  and  late,  I  never  saw  anything  worse  than  myself.  In  good 
time,  replied  the  other,  and  presently  demanded  his  purse,  and 
robbed  him.  Thus  it  is,  that  no  place,  no  company,  no  age,  no 
person  is  temptation-free  ;  let  no  man  brag  that  he  was  never 
tempted,  let  him  not  be  high-minded,  but  fear,  for  he  may  be  sur- 
prised in  that  very  instant  wherein  he  boasteth  that  he  was  never 
tempted  at  all. 

T.  Fuller  on  Christ's  Temptat.       Sui  Juki  mtlle  venena  latent.  Ovid, 
Amor.  I. 

'339-  The  Holy  Scriptures  to  be  made  the 
Rule  of  all  our  Actions. 

It  is  written  of  Boleslaus,  one  of  the  kings  of  Poland,  that  he  still 
carried  about  him  the  picture  of  his  father,  and  when  he  was  to  do 
any  great  work,  or  set  upon  any  design  extraordinary,  he  would 
look  on  the  picture  and  pray,  that  he  might  do  nothing  unworthy 
such  a  father's  name.  Thus  it  is,  that  the  Scriptures  are  the 
'  ire  of  God's  will,  and  therein  drawn  out  to  the  very  life  ;  be- 
a  man  enter  upon,  or  engage  himself  in  any  business  whatso- 
ever, let  him  look  there,  and  read  there  what  is  to  be  done,  what 
W  be  undone  ;  and  what  God  commands,  let  that  be  done ;  what 
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He  forbids,  let  that  be  undone  :  let  the  balance  of  the  sanctuary 
weigh  all,  the  oracles  of  God  decide  all,  the  nile  of  God's  Word  be 
the  square  of  all,  and  His  glory  the  ultimate  of  all  intendments 
whatsoever. 

Cromerus,  Lib.  vi.      Joh.  Gerson  in  Orat.  ad  R.  Gallic.       Ob.  Sedgwich't 

Strm.  at  Elation  of  Lord  Mayor,  Lend.,  1648. 

1340.  Charity  Rewarded  to  the  Full. 

There  is  a  story  of  a  certain  godly  and  charitable  Bishop  of  Milan, 
who  journeying  with  his  servant,  was  met  by  some  poor  people, 
that  begged  an  alms  of  him.  The  bishop  commanded  his  man  to 
give  them  all  the  little  money  that  he  had,  which  was  three  crowns; 
but  his  servant  thinking  to  be  a  better  husband  for  his  master, 
gave  them  but  two  crowns,  reserving  the  third  for  their  expenses 
at  night.  Soon  after,  certain  noblemen  meeting  the  bishop,  and 
knowing  him  to  be  a  good  man,  and  one  that  was  liberal  to  the 
poor,  commanded  two  hundred  crowns  to  be  delivered  to  the 
bishop's  servant  for  his  master's  use.  The  man  having  received 
the  money,  ran  with  great  joy,  and  told  his  master  of  it :  Ah,  said 
the  bishop,  si  enim  tres  dedisses,  trecentas  accepisscs,  What  wrong 
hast  thou  done  to  me,  and  thyself !  for  if  thou  hadst  given  those 
three  crowns  as  I  appointed  thee,  thou  shouldst  have  received 
three  hundred.  And  most  true  it  is,  that  such  open-handed,  and 
such  open-hearted  Christians  have  more  than  once  God's  word  of 
promise  for  such  ample  retribution  :  bounty  is  said  to  be  the  most 
compendious  way  to  plenty ;  neither  is  getting,  but  giving,  the 
best  way  to  thrift ;  for  in  works  of  charity,  our  scattering  is  out 
increasing,  Prov.  xi.  24 ;  no  spending,  but  a  lending  ;  no  laying 
out,  but  a  laying  up. 

Conr.  Zuingerui  in  Thtal.  Hum.  Vita.  Sam.  Clark's  S/mi.  to  the  tVahon  of 
Warwickshire,  1655.  Bene/acere  homini,  est  ieneficium  magnum  apui 
Deum  dcponere.    Chrys.  Homd.  in  Gen. 

1 34 1.  Why  it  is  that  they  which  have  the 
Strongest  Graces  are  subject  to  the 

Strongest  Corruptions. 

It  is  observable  in  nature,  that  those  creatures  which  have  the 
most  excellency  in  them,  have  something  also  of  defect  and  de- 
formity in  them,  as  if  the  God  of  nature  did  it  to  keep  them 
humble,  in  a  posture,  as  it  were,  of  condescension.    The  peacock 
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lath  glittering  feathers,  and  yet  black  feet ;  the  swan  hath  white 
eathers,  but  under  that  a  black  skin  ;  the  eagle  hath  many  excel- 
encies,  quick  sight,  and  high  flight,  but  yet  is  very  ravenous  ;  the 
camel  and  elephant  are  great  and  stately  creatures,  but  of  a  de- 
formed shape.  So  it  is  in  the  state  of  grace,  God  doth  suffer 
some  strong  and  unsubdued  lusts  and  corruptions  to  remain  in  the 
dearest  of  His  children  (and  that  even  in  such  as  have  not  only 
truth,  but  strength  of  grace  in  them),  the  messenger  of  Satan  to 
raffet  them,  and  a  thom  in  the  flesh,  a  Cor.  xii.  7,  to  let  the 
lnmosthumated  matter  of  pride  out  of  their  hearts,  whereby  they 
>ecome  more  condescending  to  the  weak,  less  depending  upon 
heir  own  righteousness,  and  so  are  brought  to  think  better  of 
others  than  themselves,  yea  to  judge  themselves  the  least  of  saints 
and  greatest  of  sinners  that  may  be. 

Qkr,  Lew,  Lett,  en  2  Tim.  H  1.      Plinius.      Ulyss.  Aldravandui,  Quan- 
tum quii  trtxit  in  gratia,  &v.     Bern,  in  Cant.,  Serm.  iii. 

1342.  Grace  and  Goodness  to  be  Highly  Es- 
teemed, even  in  Men  of  the  Lowest  Condition. 

There  is  mention  made  of  an  ancient  king,  who  made  a  great 
east,  and  invited  a  company  of  poor  people  who  were  Christians, 
and  he  bade  his  nobles  also.  Now  when  the  poor  Christians  were 
come,  he  had  them  up  into  the  presence-chamber  ;  but  when  the 
nobles  came,  he  set  them  in  the  hall.  Being  thereupon  demanded 
he  reason,  he  answered,  I  do  not  this  as  I  am  their  king  here,  for 
i  respect  you  more  than  them  ;  but  as  I  am  king  of  another  world 
[  must  needs  honour  these  as  God's  dear  children,  and  such  (as 
though  dejected  now,)  shall  be  kings  and  princes  with  me  here- 
after, and  I  would  have  you  esteem  of  them  according  to  their 
worth,  and  show  it.  And  so  without  all  doubt,  great  is  the  worth 
of  true  Christians.  A  pearl  upon  a  dunghill  is  worth  stooping  for, 
sad  a  gracious  man  or  woman  (though  outwardly  clothed  with 
rigs,)  worth  looking  after.  Sure  it  is,  that  God  looks  on  them  as 
His  jewels,  as  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesthood,  an  holy 
Gabon,  a  peculiar  people,  His  delight,  His  chosen  ones,  His  dear 
children,  and  what  not?  It  much  concerns  us  then, to  set  a  true 
nlae  upon  them,  make  a  true  estimate  of  them,  and  (as  much  as 
in  us  Heth)  to  be  mindful  of  them,  comfortable  to  them,  and  will- 
ing on  all  occasions  to  do  them  good. 

Ahyt.  Xavarini  Tractat.  Evangel.      Grig.  Nat.  in  Oral.  *vi.,  de  Pauferum 

A  more. 
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1343.  Love,  Unity,  and  Peace,  the  Best  Sup- 
porters of  Kingdoms,  Commonwealths,  &c. 

There  is  mention  made  of  a  dispute  betwixt  Poseidon  and  Pallas, 
which  of  them  should  have  the  honour  to  give  the  name  to  the 
city  of  Athens ;  at  length  it  was  resolved,  that  he  should  give  the 
name  who  could  find  out  that  which  might  most  conduce  to  the 
benefit  of  the  city.  Hereupon  Poseidon  presents  them  with  a  stately 
horse,  which  signified  wars,  divisions,  tumults,  &c. ;  but  Pallas 
came  in  with  an  olive  branch,  the  emblem  of  peace,  love,  and 
unity ;  the  city  chose  Pallas  to  be  their  guardian,  rightly  appre- 
hending that  love,  unity,  and  peace,  would  make  most  to  their 
prosperity  and  safety.  And  questionless,  great  must  needs  be  the 
happiness  of  that  nation,  kingdom,  or  commonwealth,  where  they 
are  made  supporters  ;  love  and  unity  to  cement  all  affections,  and 
peace  to  compose  all  differences  that  can  be  found  amongst  them. 

J  oh.  Eodiit.,  Methodus  Hist,  cap  vi.    Nihil  perniriosius  reipulica;  quam  divitu), 

nihil  melius  quam  unio.    Plato  de  Leg. 

1344,  Self -seekers  Reproved. 

It  is  reported  of  one  Cnidius,  a  skilful  architect,  who  building  a 
sumptuous  house,  or  watch-tower  for  the  King  of  Egypt,  (to  dis- 
cover the  dangerous  rocks  by  night  to  the  mariners)  caused  his 
own  name  to  be  engraven  upon  a  stone  in  the  wall  in  great  letters 
and  afterwards  covered  it  with  lime  and  mortar,  and  upon  the  out- 
side  of  that  wrote  the  name  of  the  King  of  Egypt  in  golden  letters, 
as  pretending  that  all  was  done  for  his  honour  and  glory.  But 
herein  was  his  cunning ;  he  very  well  knew  that  the  dashing  of  the 
water  would  in  a  little  time  consume  the  plastering,  as  it  did,  and 
then  his  name  and  memory  should  abide  and  continue  to  after 
generations.  Just  thus,  there  are  many  in  this  nation  of  ours, 
who  in  their  outward  discourse  and  carriage  pretend  to  seek  only 
the  glory  of  God,  the  good  of  His  church,  and  the  happiness  of  the 
state ;  but  if  there  were  a  window  to  look  into  their  hearts,  we 
should  find  nothing  there  written  but  self-love,  self-interest,  and 
self-seeking.  Many  such  would  be  found  out,  who  instead  of 
ving  God  to  the  contempt  of  themselves,  love  themselves  to  the 
ntempt  of  God  ;  many  who  seek  their  own,  and  not  the  things 
Jesus  Christ,  or  which  is  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  who  seek  their 
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own  under  the  hypocritical  pretence  of  seeking  the  things  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Phil.  ii.  ai. 

Ptotemtrus  Pkilad.       Plinius.     SElian.      Ed.  Calam/s  Ep.  Ded.  in  Serin, 
at  St.  Paul's,  London,  165s. 

1345.  How  it  is  that  Men  are  so  much  Mis- 
taken in  the  Thoughts  of  Long  Life. 

It  fareth  with  most  men's  lives,  as  with  the  sand  in  a  hypocritical 
hour-glass  ;  look  but  upon  it  in  outward  appearance,  and  it  seemeth 
far  more  than  it  is,  because  rising  up  upon  the  sides,  whilst  the 
sand  is  empty  and  hollow  in  the  midst  thereof;  so  that  when  it 
sinks  down  in  an  instant,  a  quarter  of  an  hour  is  gone  in  a  moment 
Thus  it  is,  that  many  men  are  mistaken  in  their  own  account, 
reckoning  upon  threescore  and  ten  years,  the  age  of  a  man,  be- 
cause their  bodies  appear  strong  and  lusty.  Alas,  their  health 
may  be  hollow,  there  may  be  some  inward  infirmity  and  imperfec- 
tion unknown  to  them,  so  that  death  may  surprise  them  on  a 
sudden. 

T.  Fuller's  Fun.  Serm.  at  Chelsta,  165a.        Nihil  ita  deceit,  quam  cum  igno- 
rent  homines  spatia  Vivendi.    Hieron.,  Ep.  79. 

1346.  The  Generality  of  Men  nothing  Mindful 
of  Death. 

e  is  a  bird  peculiar  to  Ireland,  called  the  cock  of  the  wood, 
■kable  for  the  fine  flesh  and  folly  thereof.  All  the  difficulty 
to  kill  them,  is  to  find  them  out,  otherwise  a  mean  marksman  may 
easily  dispatch  them.  They  fly  in  woods  in  flocks,  and  if  one  of 
be  shot,  the  rest  remove  not  but  to  the  next  bough,  or  tree 
the  farthest,  and  there  stand  staring  at  the  shooter,  till  the 
•hole  covey  be  destroyed  ;  yet  as  foolish  as  this  bird  is,  it  is  wise 
h  to  be  the  emblem  of  the  wisest  man  in  the  point  of  raor- 
.  Death  sweeps  away  one,  and  one,  and  one,  here  one,  and 
another,  and  all  the  rest  remain  no  whit  moved,  or  minding 
till  at  last  a  whole  generation  is  consumed  and  brought  to 


'•on's  Travels.       Quotidie  morimur,  quotidie  commulamur,  tt  tamcn 
aternos  nos  esse  credimus.   Hieron,  ad  Heliodor. 


1347-  Beloved  Sins  hardly  Parted  -with. 

Look  but  upon  a  rabbit's  skin,  how  well  it  comes  off,  till  it  come 
to  the  head,  and  then  there  is  hauling  and  pulling,  and  much  ado 
before  it  stirs.  So  it  is,  that  a  man  may  crucify  a  great  many  lusts, 
subdue  abundance  of  imperfections,  and  may  perform  many  good 
duties,  and  all  this  while  come  smoothly  off ;  but  when  it  comes 
once  to  the  head,  to  the  Delilah,  the  darling,  the  bosom  -  beloved 
sin,  then  there  is  tugging  and  pulling,  great  regret,  loath  to  depart ; 
but  if  God  have  any  interest  in  such  a  soul,  He  will  pull  the  skin 
over  his  ears,  either  break  his  neck,  or  his  heart,  before  that  any 
such  sin  shall  reign  in  his  mortal  body,  or  have  any  dominion  ova 
him,  Rom.  vi.  12. 

R.  Vint  s  Stmt,  at  Wtstm.,  1650.      Hk  labor,  hoc  opus  est.  Virg. 

1348.  The  iVicked Rich  Mans  Sad  Condition 
at  the  Time  of  Death, 

T  is  observable,  that  a  sumpter  horse,  or  a  pack  horse,  which  all 
the  day  long  hath  gone  nodling  with  abundance  of  treasure,  hath 
at  night  all  taken  from  him,  and  been  turned  a  grazing,  or  put  into 
a  stable,  so  that  all  the  benefit  he  hath  gained  by  it  is,  that  he  hath 
only  felt  the  weight  of  it,  and  probably  got  a  galled  back  for  his 
labour.  Thus  many  rapacious,  wretched,  rich  men,  such  as  are 
little  better  than  pack  horses,  that  all  their  life  long  carry  the 
things  of  this  world,  lade  themselves  with  thick  clay,  rise  early  and 
late,  and  eat  the  bread  of  carefulness  to  get  a  little  pelf,  and  a 
galled  conscience  to  boot,  are  on  a  sudden  either  for  ill  using,  or 
ill  getting  their  wealth,  turned  (unless  God  be  more  merciful)  into 
a  filthy  stable,  into  hell,  where  their  pay  is  everlasting  torment. 

Hiiron.  Dradius  de  Damnatorum  Ro%o,  Lib.  v.        Extremes  currit  mireator 

ad  //ides. 

1349.  Conscience  spoils  the  Wicked  Mans 

Mirth. 

here  is  a  story  of  one  who  undertook  'in  few  days  to  make  a  fat 
eep  lean,  and  yet  was  to  allow  him  a  daily  and  large  provision 
[  meat,  soft  and  easy  lodging,  with  security  from  all  danger,  that 
othing  should  hurt  him.     This  he  effected,  by  putting  him  into 
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an  iron  grate,  and  placing  a  ravenous  wolf  hard  by  in  another, 
always  howling,  fighting,  scenting,  scratching,  to  come  at  the  poor 
sheep  ;  which,  affrighted  with  this  sad  sound  and  worse  sight,  had 
little  joy  to  eat,  less  to  sleep,  whereby  his  flesh  was  suddenly 
abated.  And  thus  it  is  that  all  wicked  men  have  the  terrors  of  an 
affrighted  conscience  constantly,  not  only  barking  at  them,  but 
biting  them,  which  spoils  all  their  mirth,  dis-sweetens  their  most 
delicious  pleasures  with  the  sad  consideration  of  the  sins  they 
have  committed,  and  punishment  they  must  undergo  when,  in 
another  world,  they  shall  be  called  to  an  account  for  what  they 
have  done  here  in  the  flesh. 

T.  Fuller  on  Christ's  Temptation.       Multa  miser  times,  quia  feci  multa  prvterve. 

1350.  Satan  s  Subtilty  in  Laying  his  Temp- 

tations. 

An  enemy,  before  he  besiegeth  a  city,  surroundeth  it  at  a  distance, 
to  see  where  the  wall  is  the  weakest,  best  to  be  battered,  lowest, 
easiest  to  be  scaled  ;  ditch  narrowest  to  be  bridged,  shallowest  to 
be  waded  over ;  what  place  is  not  regularly  fortified  ;  where  he 
may  approach  with  least  danger,  and  assault  with  most  advantage. 
So  Satan  walketh  about,  surveying  all  the  powers  of  our  souls, 
where  he  may  most  probably  lay  his  temptations,  as  whether  our 
understandings  are  easier  corrupted  with  error,  or  our  fancies  with 
levity,  or  our  wills  with  frowardness,  or  our  affections  with  ex- 
cess, &c 

71  Fuller  ut  antea.  Diabohts  quanda  decipefe  quenquam  tcnt.it,  priiis 

naturam  Sit.    Ifug.  Lib.  ii. 

1 35 1.  How  it  is  that  Soul  and  Body  come  to 

be  both  Punished  together. 

It  is  mentioned  of  two  travellers,  that  walked  together  to  the  same 
city,  whereof  the  one  was  wise,  the  other  foolish,  that,  when  they 
came  where  two  ways  met,  the  one  broad  and  fair,  the  other  strait 
and  foul,  the  fool  would  needs  go  the  broader  way  ;  but  the  wise 
man  told  him,  though  the  narrow  way  seemed  foul,  yet  was  it  safe, 
and  would  bring  them  to  a  good  lodging,  and  the  other  seeming 
fair  was  very  dangerous,  and  brought  them  to  a  desperate  inn ; 
yet  because  the  fool  would  not  yield  to  any  reason,  but  believed 
what,  he  saw  with  his  eyes  rather  man  what  he  heard  with  his  ears, 


the  wise  man,  for  company's  sake,  was  contented  to  go  the  worst 
way ;  and  being  both  robbed  by  thieves,  detained  in  their  com- 
pany, and  at  last  apprehended  with  the  robbers,  and  carried  before 
the  magistrate,  these  two  began  to  accuse  one  another,  and  each 
to  excuse  himself.  The  wise  man  said  he  told  his  fellow  the 
dangers  of  that  broad  way,  and  therefore  he  only  was  to  be  blamed, 
because  he  would  not  yield  unto  his  counsel ;  but  the  fool  had  so 
much  wit  to  reply  that  he  was  a  very  silly  creature,  and  knew 
neither  the  way  nor  the  dangers  of  the  way,  and  therefore  he  was 
to  be  excused,  and  the  wise  man  to  be  condemned,  because  he 
would  follow  such  a  fool's  counsel.  Whereupon  the  judge,  having 
heard  them  both,  condemned  them  both ;  the  fool  because  he 
refused  to  follow  the  counsel  of  the  wise ;  and  the  wise  man,  be- 
cause he  would  not  forsake  the  fool's  company.  So  it  is  that 
when  the  soul,  which  is  the  wise  man,  and  doth  know  the  danger- 
ous issues  of  the  ways  of  death  and  sin,  and  the  pleasant  fruits  of 
virtue  and  goodness,  will  notwithstanding  follow  the  vain  delights 
of  foolish  flesh,  and  walk  in  the  paths  of  unrighteousness,  no  mar- 
vel if  the  Righteous  Judge  condemn  both  body  and  soul  together. 

Prosper,  de  Bono  Timoris,  Lit.  ii.     Pares  culpa,  pares  puna.      Cr.  Williams, 
St.  Peter's  Charge,  a  Serm.  at  Westminster. 

1352.  A  Blessed  Thing  to  have  Riches  and  a 
Heart  to  Use  them  aright. 

It  is  credibly  reported  of  Mr.  Thomas  Sutton  (the  sole  founder  of 
that  eminent  hospital  commonly  known  by  his  name)  that  he  used 
often  to  repair  into  a  private  garden,  where  he  poured  forth  his 
prayers  unto  God,  and  amongst  other  passages,  was  frequently 
overheard  to  use  this  expression  : — Lord,  Thou  hast  given  me  a 
liberal  and  large  estate,  give  me  also  a  heart  to  make  good  use 
thereof :  which  at  last  was  granted  to  him  accordingly.  And  thus 
(without  all  doubt)  a  great  blessing  it  is  for  any  man  to  have  riches 
and  a  heart  to  use  them  aright,  to  be  rich  as  well  in  grace  as  in 
Sold,  rich  in  good  works  as  great  in  riches,  not  so  much  a  trea- 
urer  as  a  steward,  whose  praise  is  more  to  lay  out  well  than  to 
ave  received  much  ;  otherwise  he  may  have  riches,  not  goods, 
not  blessings ;  his  burden  would  be  greater  than  his  estate,  and 
he  richer  in  sorrows  than  in  metals. 


T.  Fuller's  Chunk  Hist,  of  Britain,  anno  161 1.       "Jos.  Hall,  D.D.,  Dec.  5, 
Ep.  vii.,  to  Mr.  Tho.  Sutton. 
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'353-  Th*  Great  Danger  of  Use  in  "Resting 
at  Religion  and  Piety. 

When  Julian  the  Apostate  had  received  his  death  wound,  he 
could  not  but  confess  that  the  fatal  arrow  which  shot  him  came 
from  Heaven,  yet  he  confessed  it  in  a  phrase  of  scorn,  Vicisti 
Galiltee,  The  day  is  thine,  O  Galilean,  and  no  more ;  not  as  he 
should  have  said,  Thou  hast  accomplished  Thy  purpose,  O  my 
God,  O  my  Maker,  O  my  Redeemer,  but  in  a  style  of  contempt, 
Vuisti  Gaiilice.  and  no  more.    And  thus  it  is  that  many  who  have 
used  and  accustomed  their  mouths  to  oaths  and  blasphemies  all 
their  lives,  have  made  it  their  last  syllable  and  their  last  gasp,  to 
they  shall  die.     And  others  there  are  too,  that  enlarge  and 
ird  their  wits  in  jesting  at  religion  and  goodness,  but  what 
comes  of  it  1  they  pass  away  at  last  in  negligence  of  all  spiritual 
assistances,  and  scarcely  find  half  a  minute  betwixt  their  last  jest 
here  in  this  life,  and  their  everlasting  earnest  in  that  which  is  to 
come. 

In  Hitt.  Tripartit.  Naucltrus  Marcdlin.        J.  Donne,  D.D.,  Strm,  al  fun. 
of  Lord  Danvers,  1627. 


1 354.  Service  of  God  Perfect  Freedom. 

As  a  man  that  buyeth  freehold  land,  though  he  pay  dear  for  it, 
;et  it  is  accounted  cheaper  and  a  far  better  purchase  than  if  he 
had  laid  out  his  money  upon  that  which  is  held  by  copy  of  court- 
roll  ;  and  why  so  I  because  it  freeth  him  from  many  services  and 
duties  which  copy-hold  land  is  obliged  unto,  all  which  the  lord 
of  the  manor  may  justly  challenge  according  to  custom  :  so  it  is 
the  service  of  God  is  perfect  freedom,  and  will  free  a  man 
all  other  services  whatsoever,  so  that,  be  but  a  true  servant 
of  God,  whosoever  thou  art,  thou  art  free  indeed,  free  from  the 
service  of  sin  and  Satan,  and  free  from  all  those  domineering  lusts, 
that  would  fain  be  ruling  in  thy  mortal  body ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
if  thou  be  not  a  true  servant  of  Jesus  Christ,  thou  shalt  be  a  slave 
to  everything  besides  Him  ;  either  thy  belly  will  be  thy  god,  or 
thy  gold  will  be  thy  god  ;  pleasures,  profits,  preferments,  all  that 
a  besides  God,  will  put  in  to  make  up  a  god  ;  and  then,  0  quam 
multos  habct  UU  dominos  qui  Unum  non  habet :  how  many  lords 


id 
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must  that  man  needs  have  that  hath  not  God  for  his  Lord  ani 
Master. 


1 355.  The  Excellency  of  Resolution  in  tlie 
Cause  of  God. 

Excellent  is  the  story  of  St  Basil,  who,  when  the  emperor  sent 
to  him  to  subscribe  to  the  Arian  heresy,  the  messenger  at  first 
gave  him  good  language,  and  promised  him  great  preferment  if  he 
would  turn  Arian  :  to  which  Basil  replied,  .Mas,  these  speeches  are 
fit  to  catch  littie  children  withal,  that  look  after  such  things,  but 
we  that  are  nourished  and  taught  by  the  Holy  Scriptures,  are 
readier  to  suffer  a  thousand  deaths  than  to  suffer  one  syllable  or 
Otde  of  the  Scripture  to  be  altered  The  messenger,  offended  with 
his  boldness,  told  him  he  was  mad ;  he  answered,  Opto  me  in 
aternum  sic  ddirare,  I  wish  I  were  for  ever  thus  mad.  Here  was 
a  stout  resolved  Christian,  that  Luther-like  opposed  all  the  world 
of  contradiction.  And  such  another  was  Nehemiah,  who  met 
with  so  much  opposition,  that  had  he  not  been  steeled  by  a  strong 
and  obstinate  resolution,  he  could  never  have  rebuilt  the  temple, 
but  would  have  sunk  in  the  midst  of  it  Such  an  one  was  David, 
that  would  not  be  hindered  from  fighting  with  Goliath,  though  he 
met  with  many  discouragements ;  and  it  is  heartily  to  be  wished 
that  God  would  make  us  all  such,  i.e.,  resolved  Christians,  to  put 
on  divine  fortitude  and  Christian  resolution,  which  if  we  do,  it  will 
make  us  like  a  wall  of  brass  to  beat  back  all  the  arrows  of 
strong  persuasion,  that  can  be  shot  against  us,  like  an  armour  of 
proof  against  all  the  Anakims  and  Zanzummims,  Scyllas  and 
Syrens,  temptations  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left ;  like  the 
angel  that  rolled  away  the  stone  from  before  the  door  of  the 
sepulchre,  it  will  enable  us  to  remove  the  great  mountains  of  oppo- 
sition that  lie  in  our  way,  or  else  to  stride  over  them ;  yea,  like  the 
ballast  of  a  ship,  will  keep  us  steady  in  the  cause  of  God,  and  His 
church,  who  would  otherwise  be  but  Ityuxat,  like  those  men- 
tioned by  the  apostle,  men  of  double  minds,  James  i.  8,  unsettled, 
and  unstable  in  all  our  ways. 


E.  Calamy's  Scrm.  at  Westminster,  1 644. 
crv.  Aug.  itt  Ch/itat.  Dei.  Lib.  iv. 
cianum. 


Bantu  etiasnsi  serviat  liter  est, 
Hieron.  in  Epist.  ad  Simpli- 


Theodoret.      Hist.  Tripart.  Lib.  vii.  cap.  36.       Qui  tatists  arbis  ipipttum 
tinuit,  Sleidan. 
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1356.  God' s  Omniscience  necessarily  Demon- 
strated from  His  Omnipresence. 

Suppose  we,  in  our  thoughts,  a  sphere  of  infinite  greatness  and 
efficacy,  whose  centre  were  everywhere,  and  circumference  no- 
where, it  must  necessarily  follow  that  whatever  thing  or  things  be, 
besides  this  sphere,  must  needs  be  within  it,  encompassed  by  it, 
and  contained  in  it;  and  all  things  existing  within  this  sphere,  it 
will  follow,  that  there  can  be  no  action  nor  motion  but  this  sphere 
will  perceive  it  Such  is  God,  a  Sphere  of  Infinite  Being,  who 
filleth  all  things  that  He  hath  made,  as  spirits,  bodies,  things  above 
and  below,  things  in  Heaven  and  earth,  all ;  that  encompasseth 
all  things,  is  above  all  tilings,  and  sustaineth  all  things ;  neither 
doth  He  fill  them  on  the  one  side  and  encompass  them  on  the 
other  side;  bat  by  encompassing  doth  fill  them,  and  by  filling 
doth  encompass  them,  and  by  sustaining  them  He  is  above  them, 
and  being  above  them,  He  doth  sustain  them  ;  then  must  it  needs 
tie  that  God  that  thus  filleth,  encompasseth,  and  sustaineth  all 
things,  doth  also  know  all  things. 

A"Ut/  agi pout  quod  at  Mo  non  scntiatur.     Ar.  Mont,  in  Hilt.  Nat.  Audits- 
tin.  dt  Fide  Lib,  ad  Petrvn. 

1357.  To  be  Zealous  for  the  Honour  of  yesus 
Christ,  as  He  is  the  Eternal  Son  of  God. 

Is  the  days  of  Theodosius,  the  Arians  through  his  connivance 
were  grown  very  bold,  and  not  only  had  their  meetings  in  Con- 
stantinople, the  chief  city  of  the  empire,  but  would  dispute  their 
opinions  etiam  in  foro,  and  no  man  could  prevail  with  the  emperor 
to  lay  restraints  upon  them,  because  (saith  the  historian)  he  thought 
it  nimis  severum  et  inclemcns  esse.  At  length  comes  to  Constanti- 
nople one  Amphilochius,  Bishop  of  Iconium,  a  poor  town ;  an 
honest  man,  but  no  great  politician  for  the  world  :  he  petitions  the 
Onperor  to  restrain  the  Arians,  but  in  vain  ;  next  time  he  comes 
to  the  court,  finding  the  emperor  and  his  son  Arcadius  (whom  he 
had  lately  created  joint-emperor)  standing  together,  he  doth  very 
low  obeisance  to  the  father,  but  none  to  the  son,  yet  coming  up 
close  to  him  in  a  familiar  manner  stroketh  him  on  the  head,  and 
aitiu  Salve  mi  fit,  God  save  you,  my  child.  The  emperor  taking 
ill  tor  a  great  affront,  being  full  of  rage,  bids  turn  the  man  out  of 
doors.    As  the  officers  were  dragging  him  forth,  he  turning  to  the 


emperor,  saith,  Ad  hum  modum  existima,  o  imperatar,  dire.,  Make 
an  account,  O  emperor,  that  thus,  even  thus  is  the  Heavenly 
Father  displeased  with  those  that  do  not  honour  the  Son  equally 
with  the  Father  ;  which  the  emperor  hearing,  calls  the  bishop  back 
again,  asks  him  forgiveness,  presently  makes  a  law  against  Arianism, 
forbids  their  meetings  and  disputations,  censtituta  pcena.  Here 
was  a  blessed  arti6ce  by  which  the  zeal  of  this  emperor  was  sud- 
denly turned  into  the  right  channel ;  and  he  was  taught  by  his 
tenderness  over  his  own  honour,  and  the  honour  of  his  son,  to  be 
tender  over  the  honour  of  God,  and  His  Son  Christ  Jesus.  Now, 
so  it  is  that  much  of  Anus  is  at  this  day  in  England,  and  more 
than  ever  was  since  the  name  of  Christ  was  known  in  England  ; 
yet  it  is  much  hoped  and  heartily  wished  for,  that  as  there  hath 
been  some  actings  for  God,  that  men  may  no  longer  impugn 
wickedly,  and  pertinaciously  blaspheme  His  glorious  essence  and 
attributes,  so  to  show  the  like  zeal  for  the  glory  of  His  Eternal 
Son  and  Spirit ;  this  being  the  will  of  God,  that  all  men  should 
honour  the  Son,  as  they  honour  the  Father :  he  that  honoureth  not 
the  Son  honoureth  not  the  Father,  John  v.  23. 

Theodoret,  Lib.  v.  cap.  18.      Cedrtni  Hist,  in  Vita  Theodosii  Imp. 
Matth.  Naucomen,  Serm.  at  Westminster,  1647. 

1358.  Politicians  Spoiled  in  the  Height  of 
Wicked  Designs. 

As  the  potter's  clay,  when  the  potter  hath  spent  some  time  and 
pains  in  tempering  and  forming  it  upon  the  wheel,  and  now  the 
vessel  is  even  almost  brought  to  its  shape,  a  man  that  stands  by 
may,  with  the  least  push,  put  it  clean  out  of  shape,  and  mar  all  oa 
a  sudden  that  he  hath  been  so  long  a  making :  so  it  is  that  all 
the  plots  and  contrivances  of  lewd  and  wicked  men,  all  their 
turnings  of  things  upside  down,  shall  be  but  as  the  potter's  clay, 
Isa.  xxix.  16 ;  for  when  they  think  they  have  brought  all  to  ma- 
turity, ripeness,  and  perfection,  when  they  look  upon  their  business 
as  good  as  done,  on  a  sudden  all  their  labour  is  lost,  the  designs 
they  travail  so  much  withal,  shall  be  but  as  an  abortive  birth,  for 
God  that  stands  by  all  the  while  and  looks  on,  will  with  one  small 
touch,  with  the  least  breath  of  His  mouth,  blast  and  break  all  in 
ieces. 


Ph.  EJlin's  Serm.  on  Temptation,  1656.       Parturiunt  mantes,  &e. 
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1359.  Consideration  of  God's  Omnipresence, 
a  Strong  Motive  to  Christian  Confidence. 

Therx  is  a  story  of  that  holy  martyr  of  Jesus  Christ,  Bishop  Lati- 
mer, that  having  in  a  sermon  at  court  in  Henry  the  Eighth's  da: 
much  displeased  the  king,  he  was  commanded  next  Sunday  after 
to  preach  again  and  make  his  recantation  :  according  to  appoint- 
ment he  comes  to  preach,  and  prefaceth  to  his  sermon  with  a  kind 
of  dialogism  in  this  manner  : — Hugh  Latimer,  dost  thou  know  to 
whom  thou  art  this  day  to  speak  ?  to  the  high  and  mighty  monarch, 
the  king's  most  excellent  majesty,  &c,  that  can  take  away  thy  life 
if  thou  offend,  therefore  take  heed  how  thou  speak  a  word  that 
may  displease  ;  but  as  it  were  recalling  himself,  Hugh,  Hugh, 
aaith  he,  dost  know  from  whence  thou  comest,  upon  whose  mes- 
sage thou  art  sent  1  and  who  it  is  that  is  present  with  thee  and 
beholdeth  all  thy  ways  ?    Even  the  great  and  mighty  God,  that  is 
able  to  cast  both  body  and  soul  into  hell  for  ever,  therefore  look 
about  thee,  and  be  sure  that  thou  deliver  thy  message  faithfully, 
kc ;  and  so  comes  on  to  his  sermon,  and  what  he  had  delivered 
the  day  before,  he  confirms  and  urgeth  with  more  vehemency  than 
ever.    Sermon  being  done,  the  court  was  full  of  expectation  what 
would  be  the  issue  of  the  matter ;  after  dinner,  the  king  calls  for 
Latimer,  and  with  a  stem  countenance  asked  him,  how  he  durst 
be  so  bold  as  to  preach  after  that  manner.     He  answered,  that 
duty  to  God  and  his  prince  had  enforced  him  thereunto,  and,  now 
he  had  discharged  his  conscience  and  duty  both  in  what  he  had 
Jpoken,  his  life  was  in  his  majesty's  hands.    Upon  this  the  king 
rose  from  his  feet,  and  taking  the  good  man  from  off  his  knees, 
em!. raced  him  in  his  arms,  saying,  he  blessed  God  that  he  had  a 
man  in  his  kingdom  that  durst  deal  so  plainly  and  faithfully  with 
him.    Thus,  did  but  all  men,  especially  ministers,  preachers  of  the 
Word,  such  as  are  immediately  employed  by  God,  seriously  take 
notice  of  His  omnipresence,  and  continually  remember  how  His 
eye  is  always  upon  them,  O  how  diligent !  how  confident !  how 
KMndant  would  it  make  them  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  !  how 
faithful !  how  courageous  1  how  unbiassed  1  how  above  the  frowns 
and  smiles  of  the  greatest  of  the  sons  of  men  t  &c 

U.  Newcomen's  Serm.  at  Westminster,  1647.        Quid  dignum  tantofent  kic 
ftvmiitor  t      Cave,  Deus  vidtt.  Bern. 
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1360.  The  Consideration  of  God's  Omnipre- 
sence to  be  a  Dissuasive  from  Sin. 


t  is  well  known  what  Ahasuerus,  that  great  monarch,  said  con- 
cerning Ham  an,  when  coming  in,  he  found  him  cast  upon  the 
queen's  bed,  on  which  she  sat :  What,  saith  he,  will  he  force  the 
queen  before  me  in  the  house  1  Esth.  viL  8.  There  was  the  killing 
emphasis  in  the  words  "  before  me,"  Will  he  force  the  queen  before 
me  1  What,  will  he  dare  to  commit  such  a  villainy  and  I  stand 
and  look  on  ?  Thus  it  is  that  to  do  wickedly  in  the  sight  of  God, 
is  a  thing  that  He  looks  upon  as  the  greatest  affront  and  indignity 
that  can  possibly  be  done  unto  Him  ;  What,  saith  He,  wilt  thou 
be  drunk  before  me  1  swear,  blaspheme  before  me  1  be  unclean 
before  mel  break  my  laws  before  me}  This  then  is  the  killing 
aggravation  of  all  sin,  that  it  is  done  before  the  face  of  God,  in  the 
presence  of  God,  whereas  the  very  consideration  of  God's  omni- 
presence, that  He  stands  and  looks  on,  should  be  as  a  bar,  a 
remora  to  stop  the  proceeding  of  all  wicked  intendments,  a  dissua- 
sive rather  from  sin,  than  the  least  encouragement  thereunto. 

1 36 1.  Courts  of  Judicature  to  be  free  from 
all  Manner  of  Injustice. 

It  is  said  of  that  famous  Athenian  judicature,  where  once  Diony- 
sius  sat  as  a  judge,  and  thereupon  called  the  Areopagite,  that 
they  did  excel  so  much  in  authority,  that  kings  laid  down  their 
crowns,  when  they  came  to  sit  with  them  j  that  they  were  of  such 
integrity,  that  they  kept  their  court  and  gave  judgment  in  the 
night,  and  in  the  dark,  that  they  might  not  behold  the  persons 
who  did  speak,  lest  they  should  be  moved  thereby,  they  only  did 
hear  what  was  said.  Here  it  was,  that  the  pleader  must  not  use 
any  proem,  nor  make  any  rhetorical  expression  to  move  the 
affections,  so  that  the  people  did  bear  as  much  reverence  to  the 
sentences  and  decrees  promulged  there,  as  they  did  to  their  sacred 
oracles.  Such  was  the  strictness,  such  the  justice  of  that,  though 
"len  heathen,  council,  that  it  may  very  well  serve  as  a  mirror  to 
"  in,  as  a  pattern  for  the  imitation,  and  as  a  copy  for  the  most 
Christian  courts  of  judicature  to  write  by ;  for,  were  but  causes 
evenly  weighed  in  the  balance  of  justice,  there  would  not  be  so 
luch  complaining  of  the  often  tilting  on  the  one  side  or  the  other, 
:  now  there  is.    Were  men  but  Christian  lawyers,  they  would  noi 


SIMILES.  SENTENCES,  &c. 


be  so  often  looked  on  as  heathen  orators.  Were  laws  but  justly 
put  in  execution,  the  sword  would  not  so  often  be  borne  in  vain  ; 
neither  would  great  ones  bear  down  those  that  are  less,  nor  mighty 
ones  confound  the  mean,  but  all  would  be  subservient  to  the  Su- 
preme, serviceable  and  respectful  one  to  the  other. 

Auius  Gel, his,  Lib.  jrii.        Valerius,  Lib.  ii.  cap.  I. 

1362.  Ministers  Advised  in  the  Method  of 
Profitable  Preaching. 

As  the  physician  himself  gives  not  health,  but  only  gives  some 
helps  to  bring  the  body  into  a  fit  temperament  and  disposition,  so 
far  as  to  help  and  strengthen  nature  ;  so  the  preacher  cannot  be 
said  to  give  knowledge,  but  the  helps  and  motives  by  which 
ruiural  light  being  excited  and  helped,  may  get  knowledge.  And 
is  he  is  the  best  physician  that  cloth  not  oppress  nature  with  a 
multitude  of  medicines,  but  pleasantly  with  a  few,  doth  help  it  for 
the  recovery  of  health  ;  so  he  is  the  best  preacher,  not  that  knoweth 
how  to  heap  up  many  mediums  and  arguments  to  force  the  under- 
Sanding,  rather  than  to  entice  it  by  the  sweetness  of  light;  but  he 
that  by  the  easy  and  grateful  mediums,  which  are  within  reach,  or 
fitted  to  our  light,  doth  lead  men  as  by  the  hand  unto  the  truth, 
in  beholding  or  sight  of  which  truth, only,  knowledge  doth  consist, 
I  not  in  the  use  of  arguments ;  hence  is  it  that  arguments  are 
led  reasons  by  a  name  of  relation  to  truth ;  and  why  so  1  but 
Muse  they  are  a  means  for  finding  out  of  truth  and  discovery  of 
mof. 


f.  Baxter's  Saints'  Eternal  Rest. 
<itatcx  Aquinatt,  p  I,  q.  117. 
AKtntos  runt  eiudttndi.  Zeno. 


Gibiaif.  in  Pnrfai.  Lib,  ii.  de  Ltben. 
A'wi  tarn  eleganter  dictates  qmm  utUia 


3.  Fear  of  Hell  to  be  a  Restraint  from  the 
Least  Sin. 

passage  in  Scripture  is  well  known  how  Nebuchadnezzar 
ed  a  golden  image,  with  this  terrible  threat,  That  who- 
er  would  not  fall  down  and  worship  it,  should  be  cast  into  the 
furnace,  Dan.  iii.  6  ;  this  now  was  so  terrible  to  every  one 
t  heard  it,  that  unless  it  were  three  or  four,  there  were  none 
VOL.  11.  5 
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that  did  resist,  the  very  fear  of  a  fiery  furnace  made  them  do  an 
thing.  And  shall  not  then  the  fear  of  those  eternal  flames, 
fear  of  that  great  day  wherein  God  shall  reveal  all  wrath,  without 
any  mercy  to  the  wicked  man,  shall  not  this  turn  him  out  of  the 
•ways  of  sin  I  shall  not  this  make  him  with  bitterness  bewail  his 
former  lusts  ?  and  to  hate  those  bitter-sweets  of  pleasure,  which 
erst  he  so  much  delighted  in,  saying  with  Jonathan,  I  have  taste 
a  little  honey  and  I  must  die  ;  I  have  had  a  little  pleasure  of 
and  I  must  be  damned  for  evermore. 

T&  yXvKvirtxpov  mvhu.  Ckryttut. 


1364.  Daily  Amendment  of  Life  enjoined  to 
the  Making  up  of  the  New  Creature. 

It  is  said  of  Argo  (the  then  royal  sovereign  of  the  Asiatic  1 
that  being  upon  constant  service,  she  was  constantly  repaired, 
as  one  plank  or  board  failed,  she  was  ever  and  anon  supplied 
another  that  was  more  serviceable,  insomuch  that  at  last  she 
came  all  newj  which  caused  a  great  dispute  amongst  the  p 
phcrs  of  those  times,  whether  she  were  the  same  ship  as  before  1 
not.    Thus  it  is  that  for  our  parts,  we  have  daily  and  hourly  serve 
under  the  commands  of  sin  and  Satan,  made  provision  for  the  fle 
to  fulfil  the  lusts  thereof,  Rom,  xiii.  14 ;  drawn  iniquity  with  cord 
of  vanity,  and  sin  as  it  were  with  a  cart  rope,  Isaiah  v.  ii 
and  daily  like  Ephraim  increased  in  wickedness,  Hos.  xii. 
insomuch  that  there  are  not  only  some  bruises  anil  brushes,  but  i 
it  were  a  shipwreck  of  faith  and  all  goodness  in  the  frame  of  ou 
precious  souls ;  what  then  remains  but  that  we  should  die  dail; 
unto  sin,  and  live  unto  righteousness,  put  in  a  new  plank  this  d 
and  another  to-morrow ;  now  subdue  one  lust,  and  another 
morrow  ;  this  day  conquer  one  temptation,  and  the  next  anothe 
be  still  on' the  mending  hand,  and  then  the  question  needs  cot  I 
put,  whether  we  be  the  same  or  not.    For  old  things  being 
away,  all  things  will  become  new,  2  Cor.  v.  17 ;  we  shall  be  i 
men,  Ephes.  iv.  24,  new  creatures,  we  shall  have  new  hearts,  1 
spirits,  Ezek.  xviii.  31,  and  new  songs  in  our  mouths,  be  ma 
partakers  of  the  new  covenant,  and  at  last  inheritors  of  the  ne 
Jerusalem,  Rev.  xxi.  2, 

Plutarch  in  Tkesta.       Alex.  ab.  Alexandra,  Lib.  ail  -  cap.  \.       Ph.  Edlim 
his  lait  Serm-t  en  2  Cor.  v.  17,  at  St.  Michael  s,  Bassishaw,  Land.,  1656. 
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365.  God's  Great  Patience,  notwithstanding 
Man's  Provocations. 

uppose  a  man  should  come  into  a  curious  artificer's  shop,  and 
lere  with  one  blow  dash  in  pieces  such  a  piece  of  art  as  had  cost 
many  years'  study  and  pains  in  the  contriving  thereof.  How  could 
le  bear  with  iff    How  would  he  take  on  to  see  the  workmanship 
f  his  hands  so  rashly,  so  wilfully  destroyed  ?    He  could  not  but 
take  it  ill,  and  be  much  troubled  thereat.    Thus  it  is,  that  as  soon 
as  God  had  set  up  and  perfected  the  frame  of  the  world,  sin  gave 
shrewd  shake  to  all,  it  unpinned  the  frame,  and  had  like  to  have 
mlled  all  in  pieces  again  ;  nay,  had  it  not  been  for  the  promise  of 
Christ,  all  this  goodly  frame  had  been  reduced  to  its  primitive 
nothing  again,  man  by  his  sin  had  pulled  down  all  about  his  ears, 
nit  God  in  mercy  keeps  it  up  ;  man  by  his  sin  provokes  God,  but 
God  in  mercy  passeth  by  all  affronts  whatsoever.    O  the  wonder- 
ful mercy  !  O  the  omnipotent  patience  of  God  1 

S.  Boltun,  Sin  the  Greatest  Evil a  Senn.  on  2  Sum.  xxiv.  lo. 


1366.  How  it  is  that  there  may  be  Partial 
Desertions  of  Spiritual  Grace  in  the  Souls 
of  God's  Dearest  Children,  but  never 
Total  nor  Final  ones. 

.\s ::  >vas  with  Samson  when  his  locks  were  cut  off,  his  strength 
one  ;  and  therefore  though  he  thought  to  go  out,  and  do 
things  as  formerly  he  had  done,  yet  by  woeful  experience  he 
there  was  no  such  matter ;  he  was  become  even  as  another 
so  it  is  with  the  best  and  dearest  of  God's  children,  when 
ts  gone,  their  locks  are  cut,  their  strength  is  gone,  as  not 
in  their  hair,  but  in  their  head  ;  yet  this  is  but  a  partial,  a 
rary,  not  a  total  and  final  desertion  of  divine  assistance  and 
al  grace  in  the  soul ;  for  God  may  forsake  a  man  in  respect 
uickening  presence,  and  leave  a  man  to  such  barrenness, 
deadness  of  his  spirit  for  a  time,  that  the  soul  cannot  pray, 
meditate,  do  anything  as  formerly  it  hath  done;  and  God  may 
e  a  man  too  in  respect  of  His  comforting  presence,  He  may 
his  joys,damphis  comforts, withdrawthe  beamsof  His  counte- 
and  leave  him  in  darkness  and  trouble,  Ps.  lxxxviii. ;  yet  for 
this  God  never  forsakes  such  a  man  in  respect  of  His  support- 


es 
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ing  presence,  then  it  is,  that  in  the  saddest  condition,  in  the  darkest 
night,  in  the  stormiest  day,  the  soul  hath  support  from  Him.  As 
He  told  St  Paul,  so  He  tells  all  men,  all  of  the  election  of  grace, 
all  that  love  and  fear  Him ;  His  strength  shall  be  seen  in  their 
weakness,  and  His  grace  is  sufficient  for  them,  i.e.,  sufficient  to 
bear  them  up  in  the  trial,  and  sufficient  to  bring  them  oat  of  all 
trials  whatsoever. 

5.  Bolton,  Lave  of  Christ  to  his  Spouse,  a  Serm.  on  Cant.  it.  9.      Jti,  DatU, 

Jleman. 

1367.  Complete  Christian  Duty. 

It  was  the  speech  of  Mr.  Bradford,  that  he  could  not  leave  a  duty 
till  he  had  found  communion  with  Christ  in  the  duty,  till  he  had 
brought  his  heart  into  a  duty-frame.  He  could  not  leave  confes- 
sion till  he  had  found  his  heart  touched,  broken  and  humbled  for 
sin ;  nor  petition,  till  he  had  found  his  heart  taken  with  the  beauties 
of  the  things  desired,  and  carried  out  after  them ;  nor  could  be 
leave  thanksgiving,  till  he  had  found  his  spirit  enlarged,  and  his 
soul  quickened  in  the  return  of  praises :  just  like  that  of  St  Ber- 
nard, who  found  God  in  every  duty,  and  communion  with  Him  in 
every  prayer ;  this  was  true,  sincere,  complete  Christian  duty.  And 
thus  it  is  that  the  soul  taken  with  Christ,  desires  converse  with  Him 
in  prayer,  in  hearing,  and  in  meditation,  Isaiah  IviiL  9.  And  such 
too  is  the  genius  of  a  soul  taken  up  with  Christ,  that  duty  doth 
not  content  it,  if  it  find  not  Christ  in  the  duty ;  so  that,  if  the  end 
of  a  duty  hath  not  left  it  on  this  side  Christ,  it  hath  left  it  so  fir 
short  of  true  comfort 

J.  Fox's  Acts  and  Motmm.      Nunquam  abs  te  absque  te  recede.    Bern.  ileiHet 

1368.  Directions  for  both  Strong  and  Weak 
in  Faith  how  to  Demean  themselves  as 
to  the  Matter  of  God's  Providence. 

We  may  read  that  Ulysses,  when  he  was  to  pass  the  coast  of  the 
Syrens,  caused  his  men  to  stop  their  ears,  that  they  might  not 
be  enchanted  by  their  music  to  destroy  themselves ;  but  for  himself 
he  would  only  be  bound  to  the  mast,  that  though  he  should  heat 
yet  their  musical  sounds  might  not  be  so  strong  as  to  allure  him  to 
overthrow  himself  by  leaping  into  the  sea.  Thus  there  are  some 
of  God's  people  that  are  weak  in  iaitfcv,  so  \JaaS.  'when  they  see 
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God's  outward  proceedings  of  providence  seemingly  contrary  to 
His  promises,  they  are  apt  to  be  charmed  from  their  own  stead- 
fastness. It  were  therefore  good  for  them  to  stop  their  ears  and 
to  shut  their  eyes  to  the  works,  and  look  altogether  to  the  Word 
of  God.  But  for  those  that  are  strong,  in  whom  the  pulse  of  faith 
beats  more  vigorously,  they  may  look  upon  the  outward  proceed- 
ings of  God  ;  yet  let  them  be  sure  to  bind  themselves  fast  to  the 
mast,  the  Word  of  God,  lest  when  they  see  the  seeming  contrariety 
of  His  proceedings  to  the  promise,  they  be  charmed  from  their  own 
steadfastness,  to  the  wounding  of  their  own  most  precious  souls, 
and  weakening  the  assurance  of  their  eternal  salvation. 

Cat  Xhodog,  /.eel.  Antes.  Lib.  xxviii.     S.  Bolton,  God's  Wonderful  U'ortmg 
for  His  Churck  and  People,  Serin,  on  Exod  xv.  11. 

1369.  How  it  is  that  the  Strength  of  Imagi- 
nation Persuades  so  much  out  of  the  way 
in  Matters  of  Religion. 

It  is  observable,  that  when  some  men  look  up  to  the  rack  or 
moving  clouds,  they  imagine  them  to  have  forms  of  men,  of  angels, 
of  armies,  of  castles,  forests,  landscapes,  lions,  bears,  &c,  where 
none  else  can  see  such  things,  nor  is  there  any  true  resemblance 
of  such  shapes ;  and  some  there  are,  too,  that  when  they  have 
somewhat  rolls  and  tumbles  in  their  thoughts,  they  think  that  the 
ringing  of  bells,  the  beating  of  hammers,  the  report  that  is  made 
by  great  ordnance,  or  any  other  measured,  intermitted  noise,  doth 
articulately  sound  and  speak  the  same  which  is  in  their  thoughts. 
Thus  it  is,  that  a  strong  imagination  or  fancy  becomes  very  power- 
ful, as  to  persuasion  in  the  matters  of  God  and  religion.  Hence 
it  is,  that  most  of  those  that  are  unlearned  and  unstable,  wrest  the 
ipture,  thinking  they  find  that  in  it  which  indeed  is  not  there, 
uading  themselves  that  it  representeth  to  them  such  and  such 
cd  opinions,  when  questionless  they  do  but  patch  and  lay 
ngs  together  without  any  reason  at  all ;  from  whence  have 
proceeded  the  senseless  dotages  of  heretics  in  older  times,  and  of  late 
in  the  ridiculous  papers  of  some  dreamers,  Jude,  verse  8,  that  have 
Sown  about,  and  bring  Scripture  with  them,  but  no  sense,  fancying 
holy  Word  of  God  to  strike,  to  ring,  or  chime  to  their  tunes, 
echo  out  unto  their  wild  conceits,  and  join  with  them  in  their 
e  undigested  notions. 

Ttrikell,  Design  to  Harmonise  the  Bible,  1647.       J.  FUnus  de  Viribus 
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1370.  How  it  is  that  so  many  Deceive  them 
selves  in  their  not  rightly  Searching  tht 
Scriptures. 

As  the  apes  in  the  story,  who,  finding  a  glowworm  in  a  very  co 
night,  took  it  for  a  spark  of  fire,  and  heaped  up  sticks  upon  it, 
warm  themselves  by ;  but  all  in  vain :  so,  do  they  lose  thei 
labour,  that  in  the  warrantable  search  of  divine  truth,  busy  them- 
selves about  sounds  of  words,  and  incoherent  Scripture  sentences; 
when  partly  from  depravedness  of  mind,  partly  from  ignorance, 
partly  from  instability,  suddenness  and  haste,  they  take  a  snatch 
and  run  away  with  that  which  looks  somewhat  like  the  sense  of 
Scripture,  and  so  deceive  their  own  souls,  crying  out  like  the 
mathematician  in  Athens,  I  have  found,  I  have  found  it,  when 
indeed  they  have  found  nothing  to  the  purpose,  nor  anything  to 
the  true  information  of  themselves  or  others  in  the  ways  of  God 
and  goodness.  , 


//.  Drtxdti  Gymnasium  Patientia.  Arckimfda. 

1 37 1 .  The  Subtile  Hypocrite. 


in  a 


There  is  mention  made  of  Parrhasius  and  Zeuxis,  (a  pair  of  excel- 
lent painters  in  those  times,)  that  being  upon  trial  of  their  skill, 
how  to  excel  each  other  in  matter  of  their  art,  Zeuxis  drew  out 
a  bunch  of  grapes  so  fair  and  well  coloured,  that  the  birds  came 
and  pecked  at  them,  to  the  great  admiration  of  the  beholders, 
even  as  if  they  had  been  of  a  natural  and  lively  growth  ;  and 
the  expectation  was  great  what  it  could  be  that  Parrhasii 
should  draw  to  out-do  so  exquisite  a  piece  of  workmanship, 
thereupon  falls  to  his  pencil,  and  makes  upon  his  table  the  resem- 
blance of  a  white  sheet,  tacked  up  with  four  nails,  one  at  each 
comer,  so  artificially,  that  being  offered  to  view,  Zeuxis  bade  him 
take  away  the  sheet,  that  they  might  see  the  excellency  of  his  art 
that  was  behind  it :  whereupon  it  was  adjudged,  that  Parrhasius 
had  gone  beyond  him  in  so  doing ;  and  but  good  reason  too,  for 
the  one  had  only  deceived  silly  birds,  but  the  other  had  put  a 
trick  upon  a  knowing  artist  himself.  And  so  it  is  with  the  cl 
reserved  hypocrite,  such  is  his  subtilty,  that  he  doth  not  only 
itide  silly  birds,  poor  ignorant  souls,  but  knowing  men,  experiene 
Christians,  and  if  it  were  possible  the  very  elect  themselves  ;  he 
can  compose  his  forehead  to  sadness  and  gravity,  whilst  he  bids 
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heart  be  wanton  and  careless,  and  at  the  same  time  laugh 
ithin  himself,  to  think  how  smoothly  he  hath  cosened  the  be- 
eving  beholder. 

vlgoiut.  Lib.  viii.  cap.  II,  cx  Plinio.       Rapido  gcstaus  rub  pectore  Vultum. 
Pen.  Sat.  v. 

1 372.  The  Danger  of  Immoderate  Zeal  against 
those  of  another  Jndgmoit,  and  how  so. 

There  is  in  the  nature  of  many  men  a  certain  etppoTtj*,  a  heat 
and  an  activeness  of  spirit,  which  then  principally,  when  conver- 
t  about  objects  divine  and  matters  of  conscience,  is  wonderfully 
t,  without  a  due  corrective  of  wisdom  and  knowledge,  to  break 
h  into  intemperate  carriage,  and  to  disturb  peace.  It  was  zeal 
the  women  that  persecuted  St.  Paul,  Acts  xiii.  50,  and  it  was 
J  in  St.  Paul,  who  persecuted  Christ  before  he  knew  Him,  Phil. 
6  :  for  as  the  historian  saith  of  some  men,  that  they  are  sola 
ordia  inrwcentes,  bad  enough  in  themselves,  yet  do  little  hurt,  by 
on  of  a  phlegmatic  and  torpid  constitution,  indisposing  them 
action  :  so  on  the  contrary,  men  there  may  be,  nay,  without 
all  doubt,  some  there  are,  who  having  devotion  like  those  honour- 
able women,  not  ruled  by  knowledge,  and  zeal,  like  quicksilver, 
not  alloyed,  nor  reduced  unto  usefulness  by  wisdom  and  mature 
learning,  may  be,  (as  Nazianzene  saith  they  were  in  his  time,)  the 
causes  of  much  unquiet ;  insomuch,  that  truth  itself  hath  been 
stretched  too  far,  so  that  by  a  vehement  dislike  of  error  on  the 
one  side,  men  have  run  into  an  error  on  the  other,  as  Dionysius 
Alexandrinus  being  too  feivent  against  Sabellius,  did  lay  the 
grounds  of  Arianism,  and  Chrysostom,  in  zeal  against  the  Mani- 
chees,  did  too  much  extol  the  power  of  nature  ;  and  Illinois,  out 
of  a  hatred  of  the  Papists'  lessening  original  sin,  ran  into  another 
extreme  to  make  it  an  essential  corruption,  &c. 

Casaub.  Exercitat.  in  Baronium,  xiv.  sect.  6.  Tacitus.  Spiritus 
magnt  magis  ijuam  utiles.  Lrv.  Dec.  iii.  Lib.  x.  Basil,  Ep.  41.  Jos. 
Acosta  de  Jdteronymo,  citante  Rivet,  in  Psalm  xvi.  Sex/.  Senens.  Lib,  v.  in 
p/vamio. 

73.  The  All-sufficient  Goodness  of  Christ 
yesus. 

V  the  good  things  that  can  be  reckoned  up  here  below,  have 
ly  a  finite  and  limited  benignity ;  some  can  clothe,  but  cannot 
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feed  ;  others  can  nourish,  but  they  cannot  heal ;  others  can  enrich, 
but  they  cannot  secure  ;  o'hers  adorn,  but  cannot  advance  ;  all  do 
serve,  but  none  do  satisfy.  They  are  like  a  beggar's  coat,  made 
up  of  many  pieces,  not  all  enough,  either  to  beautify  or  defend. 
But  Christ  is  full  and  sufficient  for  all  His  people,  He  ascended  on 
high  that  He  might  fill  all  things,  Ephes.  iv.  10,  that  He  might 
pour  forth  such  abundance  of  spirit  on  His  church,  as  might 
answer  all  the  conditions  whereunto  they  may  be  reduced  ;  right- 
eousness enough  to  cover  all  their  sins,  plenty  enough  to  supply 
all  their  wants,  grace  enough  to  subdue  all  their  lusts,  wisdom 
enough  to  resolve  all  their  doubts,  power  enough  to  vanquish  all 
their  enemies,  virtue  enough  to  cure  all  their  diseases,  fullness 
enough  to  save  them,  and  that  to  the  utmost :  over  and  besides, 
there  is  in  Christ  something  proportionable  to  all  the  wants  and 
desires  of  His  people  ;  He  is  bread,  wine,  milk,  living  waters 
to  feed  them,  John  vi.  5,  7,  35  ;  He  is  a  garment  of  right- 
eousness to  cover  and  adorn  them  ;  a  physician  to  heal  them, 
Matth.  ix.  12  ;  a  counsellor  to  advise  them,  Isaiah  ix.  6  ;  a 
captein  to  defend  them,  Heb.  ii.  10;  a  prince  to  rule,  a  pro- 
phet to  teach,  a  priest  to  make  atonement  for  them,  a  husband  to 
protect,  a  father  to  provide,  a  brother  to  relieve,  a  foundation  to 
support,  a  root  to  quicken,  a  head  to  guide,  a  treasure  to  enrich, 
a  sun  to  enlighten,  and  a  fountain  to  cleanse.  So  that  as  the  one 
ocean  hath  more  waters  than  all  the  rivers  of  the  world,  and  one 
sun  more  light  than  all  the  luminaries  in  heaven  ;  so  one  Christ 
is  more  all  to  a  poor  soul,  than  if  it  had  the  all  of  the  whole  world 
a  thousand  times  over. 


'd.  Reynold's  Joy  in  the  Lord,  a  Serm.  at  St.  Pouts.  Omnis  mihi  cofia, 
qua  Dots  mens  turn  est,  egestas  est.  Aug.  Confes.  LA.  nil  cap.  &  M>» 
tonus  angetus,  sed  bonum  Boxum.    Id,  de  Trin.  Lii.  viii.  cap.  3. 


1 374.  Men  easily  taken  off  from  their  Holy 
Profession,  upon  Removal  of  Judgment, 

condemned. 

Josephus  tells  us  that  the  sons  of  Noah  for  some  years  after  the 
flood,  dwelt  on  the  tops  of  high  mountains,  not  daring  to  take  up 
their  habitation  in  the  lower  ground,  for  fear  of  being  drowned  by 
another  flood  ;  yet  in  process  of  time  (seeing  no  flood  come)  they 
ventured  down  into  the  plain  in  Shinar,  Gen.  xi.  2,  where  their 
former  modesty  we  see  ended  in  one  of  the  boldest,  proudest  at- 
mpts  against  God,  that  the  sun  was  ever  witness  to  :  the  build- 
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of  a  tower,  whose  top  should  reach  up  to  heaven.  They, 
rno  at  first  were  so  maidenly  and  fearful  as  not  to  venture  down 
their  hills  for  fear  of  drowning,  now  have  a  design  to  secure  them- 
selves against  all  future  attempts  from  the  God  of  Heaven  Himself. 
Thus  it  is  oft  seen,  that  God's  judgments  leave  such  an  impres- 
sion in  men's  spirits,  that  a  while  they  stand  aloof  from  their  sins 
(as  they  on  their  hills),  afraid  to  come  down  to  them,  but  when 
they  see  fair  weather  continue  and  no  clouds  gather  towards  an- 
other storm,  then  they  can  descend  to  their  old  wicked  practices, 
and  grow  more  bold  and  heaven-daring  than  ever.  O  how  nice 
and  scrupulous  are  they  while  the  smell  of  fire  is  about  them,  and 
the  memory  of  their  distress  fresh;  they  are  as  tender  of  sinning 
as  one  that  comes  out  of  a  hot  close  room  is  of  the  air ;  they 
shrink  at  every  breath  of  temptation  ;  but  alas,  how  soon  upon 
the  least  remove  of  judgment,  are  they  hardened  to  commit  those 
sins  without  remorse,  the  bare  notion  of  which,  but  a  litde  before, 
did  so  trouble  and  afflict  them. 

In  Lib.  Antiijuitat  Judaic.         In  minimis  cauti,  in  maximu  negligentes. 
Jerome  de  Hem.  Perfect. 

1375.  Humility  appeaseth  God's  Anger. 

i:  was  a  high  piece  of  ingenuity  and  clemency  in  Augustus  Caesar, 
that  having  promised  by  proclamation  a  great  sum  of  money  to 
y  one  that  should  bring  him  the  head  of  a  famous  pirate,  did 
when  the  pirate  (who  had  heard  of  this)  brought  it  himself  to 
nirn,  and  laid  it  at  his  foot,  not  only  pardon  him  for  his  former 
offences  against  him,  but  reward  him  for  the  great  confidence  that 
he  had  in  his  mercy.  And  thus  doth  God :  though  His  wrath  be 
revealed  against  all  sin  and  unrighteousness,  yet  when  the  soul 
es  freely  and  humbles  itself  mightily  before  Him,  His  anger 
1  be  soon  over,  neither  will  He  stretch  forth  His  arm  to  strike 
such  a  soul  that  giveth  so  much  glory  to  His  Mercy. 

Smtttthtt  in  Vita.       O  ranefa  vencrabilisquc  humtlitas,  &v.    Auguitin.  in 
Serm.  de  Sitperbia, 

1376.  Pleasures  of  Sin,  the  Miseries  of  them. 

Sins'  pleasure  is  like  the  pleasure  which  a  place  in  the  West 
ies  affords  them  that  dwell  in  it.    There  grows  in  it  most  rare 
ous  fruit ;  but  these  dainties  are  so  sauced  with  the  intoler- 
ably scorching  heat  of  the  sun  by  day,  and  the  multitude  of  a  sort 
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of  creatures  stinging  them  by  night,  that  they  can  neither  well  eat 
by  day,  nor  sleep  by  night,  to  digest  their  sweetmeats,  which  made 
the  Spaniards  call  the  place,  comfits  in  hell ;  and  truly,  what  are 
the  pleasures  of  sin,  but  such  comfits  in  hell  ?  there  is  some  car- 
nal pleasure  they  have,  which  delights  a  rank  sensual  palate  ;  but 
here  is  the  misery  of  it,  they  are  served  in  with  the  fiery  wrath  of 
God,  and  stinging  of  a  guilty,  restless  conscience,  so  that  the  fears 
of  the  one,  with  the  anguish  of  the  other,  are  surely  able  to  melt 
and  waste  away  that  little  joy  and  pleasure  they  bring  to  the  sense 
of  any  man  that  shall  enjoy  them. 

Purchai  Pilgrimagt.      Impia  sub  did::  melle  zcnena  latent.  Ovid,  Amor.  8. 


: 
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1 377.  The  People  of  God  to  be  at  Peace  one 
with  another,  and  why  so. 

The  unseasonableness  of  the  strife  betwixt  Abraham's  herdsmen 
and  Lot's,  is  aggravated  by  the  near  neighbourhood  of  the  heathens 
to  them.  And  there  was  a  strife,  saith  the  text,  between  Abra- 
ham's herdsmen,  and  the  herdsmen  of  Lot's  *catde ;  and  the 
Canaanite  and  Perizzite  dwelt  in  the  land,  Gen.  xiii.  7.  Now,  to 
fall  out  while  these  idolaters  looked  on,  this  would  be  town-talk 
presently,  and  put  themselves  and  their  religion  both  to  shame ; 
and  it  may,  for  our  parts,  be  very  well  asked,  Who  have  been  in 
our  land  all  the  while  the  people  of  God  have  been  scuffling? 
Even  those  that  have  curiously  observed  every  uncomely  behavi- 
our amongst  us,  and  told  all  the  world  of  it ;  such  as  have  wit  and 
malice  enough  to  make  use  of  it  for  their  wicked  purposes.  They 
stand  on  tiptoes  to  be  at  work,  only  we  are  not  yet  quite  laid  up 
and  disabled  (by  the  soreness  of  these  our  wounds,  which  we  have 
given  ourselves)  from  withstanding  their  fury.  They  hope  it  will 
come  to  that,  and  then  they  will  cure  us  of  our  own  wounds,  by 
giving  one,  if  they  can,  that  shall  go  deep  enough  to  the  heart  of 
our  life,  Gospel  and  all.  Let  us  then  consider  where  we  are,  and 
among  whom  :  are  we  not  in  our  enemies'  quarters?  so  that  it"  we 
fall  out,  what  do  we  else,  but  kindle  a  fire  for  them  to  warm  their 
hands  by  ?  It  is  an  ill  time  for  mariners  to  be  fighting  when  an 
enemy  is  boring  a  hole  in  the  bottom  of  the  ship.  The  sea  of 
their  rage  will  weaken  our  bank  fast  enough,  we  need  not  cut  it 
for  them.  Then,  to  close  up  all,  shall  Herod  and  Pilate  put  us  to 
shame  ?  They  clapped  up  a  peace  to  strengthen  their  hands 
against  Christ ;  and  shall  not  we  unite  then  against  a  common 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &c 


75 


enemy,  such  an  one  as  seeketh  to  raise  himself  by  our  uneven,  and 
unkind  quarrelling  amongst  ourselves? 

Papilla,  Rapistiz.        Tune  tun  res  oritur. 

1378.  The  Emptiness  of  all  IVorldly  Delights 

•without  Christ. 

As  a  cup  of  pleasant  wine  offered  to  a  condemned  man,  in  the 
way  to  his  execution  ;  as  the  feast  of  him1  who  sat  under  a  naked 
sword,  hanging  perpendicularly  over  his  head  by  a  slender  thread ; 
as  Adam's  forbidden  fruit,  seconded  by  a  flaming  sword ;  as 
Belshazzar's  dainties  overlooked  by  a  hand  writing  against  the 
wall,  Dan.  v.  25  ;  such  are  all  the  empty  delights  of  the  world, 
in  their  matter  and  expection,  earthly ;  in  their  acquisition,  pain- 
ful ;  in  their  fruition,  nauseous  and  cloying ;  in  their  duration, 
dying  and  perishing  ;  in  their  operation,  hardening,  effeminating, 
leavening,  puffing  up,  estranging  the  heart  from  God  ;  in  their 
consequences  seconded  with  anxiety,  solicitude,  fear,  sorrow,  de- 
spair, disappointment ;  in  their  measure  shorter  than  that  a  man 
can  stretch  himself  on,  narrower  than  that  a  man  can  wrap  himself 
in ;  every  way  defective  and  disproportionable  to  the  vast  and 
spacious  capacity  of  the  soul  of  man,  as  unable  to  fill  that,  as  the 
light  of  a  candle  to  give  day  to  the  whole  world ;  nothing  but 
emptiness  attends  them  all,  unless  they  be  found  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Delicti*  caduitt  tf  prmttrtuntt  vulntrant  e!  transmit!.  Ambros. 

1379.  People  to  show  Love  to  their  Ministers 
in  the  Vindication  of  their  Credit. 

It  is  said  of  Constantine,  that  he  was  a  great  honourer  of  the 
ministry,  and  so  favourable  in  the  entertainment  of  any  complaint 
against  them,  that  he  would  not  read  any  accusations  brought  in 
against  them,  but  did  bum  them  ;  and  it  was  a  law  amongst  the 
Egyptians,  that  if  a  man  found  another  in  the  hands  of  thieves, 
and  did  not  deliver  him  when  it  was  in  his  power,  he  was  con- 
demned to  die.  So  it  is  that  ministers  fall  too,  too  often  among 
thieves,  who  would  rob  them  of  their  good  names,  and  labour 
much  to  clip  their  credit,  that  so  they  might  weigh  the  lighter 
among  the  people  ;  nay,  it  is  counted  by  some  a  piece  of  their 
religion,  neatly  and  handsomely  to  defame  the  minister.  And 

1  Damocles. 
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some  there  are,  too,  who  would  l>e  thought  more  modest,  w 
though  they  do  not  raise  a  report,  yet  they  can  receive  H  as 
welcome  present.    But  all  this  is  contrary  to  that  apostolical  rule, 
i  Tim.  v.  1 9.  If  others  seek  to  rob  them  of  their  good  names,  we 
are  to  seek  to  deliver  them.     If  others  clip  their  credit,  let  us  p 
some  grains  into  the  scales,  that  they  may  weigh  the  heavier  I 
they  open  their  mouths  to  God  (or  us,  let  us  not  shut  our  tnou 
in  their  just  defence ;  if  they  labour  to  save  our  souls,  let  us 
forward  to  save  their  credit 

in  Vita. 


1380.  Every  Man  to  be  Wise  for  Himself, 
well  as  for  Others. 

As  shell  fishes,  which  breed  pearls  for  others  to  wear,  but  are  sick 
of  them  themselves ;  as  a  Mercury  statue,  which  shows  the  way  to 
others,  but  stands  still  itself ;  or  as  a  whetstone  which  sharpeneth 
the  knife,  but  is  blunt  itself;  thus  many  men,  like  Plutarch's 
LarnLe,  have  eyes  for  abroad,  but  are  blind  at  home,  are  wise  for 
others,  but  not  for  themselves.  If  thou  be  wise,  saith  Solomon,  be 
wise  for  thyself.  It  is  not  enough  for  a  roan  to  do  good  to  others, 
though  he  could  to  all,  if  he  remain  an  enemy  to  himself ;  he  must 
be  like  a  cinnamon  tree,  which  lets  not  out  all  its  sap  into  the  leaves 
and  fruit,  which  will  fall  off,  but  keeps  the  principal  part  of  its 
fragrancy  for  the  bark,  which  stays  on  ;  like  a  tree  planted  by 
the  water  side,  Psalm  i.  3,  which,  though  it  let  out  much  sap  to  the 
lemoter  boughs,  yet  is  specially  careful  of  the  root,  that  that  be 
not  left  dry.  And  to  speak  truth,  what  profit  would  it  be  to  a 
man  if  he  could  heal  and  help  all  the  sick  men  in  the  world,  and 
be  incurably  sick  himself!  if  he  could  get  all  the  men  on  the 
earth,  all  the  angels  in  heaven  to  be  his  friends,  and  have  still 
for  his  enemy  1  if  he  could  save  others,  and  then  lose  his  own 
soul  1  to  be  like  the  ship,  Acts  xxvii.,  broken  to  pieces  itself, 
though  it  helped  others  to  the  shore,  or  like  those  {Gen.  vu,  vii.) 
that  built  the  ark  for  Noah  and  were  drowned  themselves?  This  is  t 
have  the  cares  of  Martha  upon  him  on  the  behalf  of  others, 
never  mind  that  one  thing  of  Mary,  the  care  of  his  oivn  salvatic 
Luke  x.  41,  42. 


In  Lii.  Moralium.       PurchaS  Pilgrim*. 
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1381.  Neglect  of  the  Main  Duties  of  Chris- 
tianity reproved. 

Suppose  a  master  before  he  goes  forth  should  charge  his  servant 
to  look  to  his  child  and  trim  up  the  house  handsomely  against  he 
comes  home  ;  but  when  he  returns,  will  he  thank  this  servant  for 
sweeping  his  house  and  making  it  trim,  as  he  bade  him,  if  he  find 
his  child  through  negligence  fallen  into  the  fire,  and  so  killed  or 
crippled  I  No,  sure,  he  left  his  child  with  him  as  his  chief  charge, 
to  which  the  other  should  have  yielded  if  both  could  not  be  done. 
Thus,  there  haih  been  a  great  zeal  of  late  among  us  about  some 
circumstantials  of  God's  worship  ;  but  who  is  it  that  looks  to  the 
little  child,  the  main  duties  of  Christianity?  Was  there  ever  less 
love,  charity,  self-denial,  heavenly-mindedness,  or  the  power  of 
godliness  to  be  found  than  in  this  sad  age  of  ours  1  Alas,  these 
like  the  child,  are  in  great  danger  of  perishing  in  the  fire  of  con- 
tention and  division,  which  a  perverse  zeal  in  less  things  hath 
kindled  amongst  us. 

W.  CuniaWs  Christian  in  Complete  Armour. 


1382.  Pleasures  of  Righteousness,  not  dis- 
cerned by  Unrighteous  Men ;  and  how  so. 

The  Roman  soldiers,  at  the  sacking  of  Jerusalem,  entered  the 
temple,  and  went  into  the  Sanctum  Sanctorum  ;  but  seeing  no 
images  there,  as  they  used  to  have  in  their  own  idolatrous 
temples,,gave  out  in  a  jeer  that  the  Jews  worshipped  the  clouds. 
And  thus  because  the  pleasures  of  righteousness  and  holiness 
are  not  so  gross,  as  to  come  under  the  cognisance  of  the  world's 
carnal  senses,  (as  their  brutish  ones  do,)  therefore  they  laugh 
at  the  saints,  as  if  their  joy  were  but  the  child  of  fancy,  and 
that  they  do  but  embrace  a  cloud  instead  of  Juno  herself,  a  fantastic 
pleasure  for  the  true  ;  but  let  such  know  that  they  carry  in  their 
bosom  what  will  help  them  to  think  the  pleasures  of  a  holy  life 
more  real,  and  that  the  power  of  holiness  is  so  far  from  depriving 
a  man  of  the  joy  and  pleasure  of  his  life,  that  there  are  incompa- 
rable delights  and  pleasures  peculiar  to  the  holy  life,  which  the 
gracious  soul  finds  in  the  ways  of  righteousness,  and  no  stranger 
intermeddles  with  his  joy,  Prov.  xiv.  10.    The  truth  is,  they  lie  in- 
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ward,  and  therefore  it  is  that  the  world  speaks  so  wildly  and  " 
rantly  of  them. 

Conr.  Zuingerus  in  Theat.  Hum.  VUa.     Quantum  mortal  ia  fedora  cata 
habent.    Ovid,  Met.  Lib.  vi. 

1383.  God's  Different  Disposal  of  His 
Blessings. 

When  a  prince  bids  his  servants  carry  such  a  man  down  into  th 
cellar,  and  let  him  drink  of  their  beer  and  wine,  this  is  a  kindnes 
from  so  great  a  personage  to-  be  valued  highly :  but  for  the  princ 
to  set  him  at  his  own  table,  and  let  him  drink  of  his  own  wins 
this,  no  doubt,  is  far  more.  Thus  it  is,  that  God  gives  unto  som 
men  bona  scabelli,  great  estates,  abundance  of  com,  and  wine  an 
oil,  Psalm  iv.  7,  the  comforts  of  the  creature,  yet  in  so  doing,  H 
entertains  them  but  in  the  common  cellar ;  they  have  none  bt 
camal  enjoyments,  they  do  but  sit  with  the  servants,  and  in  som 
sensual  pleasures  they  are  but  fellow-commoners  with  the  beasts 
but  for  His  people,  they  have  the  bona  throni,  His  right-hand  blea 
ings  ;  He  bestows  His  graces  on  them,  beautifies  them  with  hoi 
ness,  makes  them  to  drink  of  the  rivers  of  His  pleasures,  Psali 
xxxvL  8,  and  means  to  set  them  by  Him,  at  His  own  table  wit 
Himself  in  heavenly  glory. 

Will.  GitrnalFs  Christian  in  Complete  Armour. 

1 384.  The  Increase  of  A  theism  amongst 
at  this  day. 

It  is  reported  to  have  been  the  saying  of  Mr.  E.  Greenham,  ( 
good  man  in  his  time.)  that  he  feared  rather  atheism  than  popei 
would  be  England's  ruin.  Had  he  lived  in  our  dismal  days,  h 
would  have  had  his  fears  much  increased.  Were  there  ever  mot 
atheists  made  and  making  in  England,  since  it  was  acquainte 
with  the  Gospel,  than  in  the  compass  of  some  few  years  past 
There  is  reason  to  think  there  were  not.  When  men  shall  fall  s 
far  from  profession  of  the  gospel,  and  be  so  blinded  that  they  car 
not  know  light  from  darkness,  righteousness  from  unrighteousness 
are  they  not  far  gone  in  atheism  ?  This  is  not  natural  blindness 
for  the  heathen  could  tell  when  they  did  good  and  evil,  and  se 
holiness  from  sin,  without  Scripture-light  to  show  them,  Rom.  ii 
14  :  no,  this  blindness  is  a  plague  of  God  fallen  on  them  for  rebel 
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ling  against  the  light  when  they  could  see  it.  And  if  this  plague 
should  grow  more  common,  which  God  forbid,  woe  then  to  Eng- 
land. 

Jos.  Shutt,  in  a  Serm.  at  St.  Mary's,  Wolnoth,  lonJ.,  1624.        Victa  jactl 
pittas.    Ovid,  Mtt.  Lib.  i. 

1 385.  Men  to  be  Willing  to  have  their  Sins 

reproved,  and  why  so. 

There  was  a  foolish  (it  may  be  said  cruel)  law  among  the  Lacedae- 
monians, that  none  should  tell  his  neighbour  any  ill  news  befallen 
him ;  but  every  one  should  be  left,  in  process  of  time,  to  find  it 
out  themselves.  And  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  there  are  many 
amongst  us  that  would  be  content  if  there  were  such  a  law  that 
might  tie  up  ministers'  mouths  from  scaring  them  with  their  sins 
and  the  miseries  that  attend  their  unreconciled  estate.  The  most 
are  more  careful  to  run  from  the  discourse  of  their  misery,  than  to 
get  out  of  the  danger  of  it ;  are  more  offended  with  the  talk  of 
hell,  than  troubled  for  that  sinful  state  that  shall  bring  them  thither. 
But,  alas !  when  then  shall  the  ministers  show  their  love  to  the  souls 
of  sinners?  when  shall  a  loving  man  have  a  fitting  time  to  tell  his 
friends  of  his  faults,  if  not  now,  in  the  present  time  ?  And  why  ? 
Because  that  hereafter  there  remains  no  more  offices  of  love  to  be 
done  for  them ;  hell  is  a  pest-house,  there  cannot  be  written  so 
much  on  the  door  of  it,  as,  Lord  have  mercy  on  them  that  are  in 
it :  nay,  they  who  now  pray  for  their  salvation  and  weep  over 
their  condition,  must  then  with  Christ  vote  for  their  damnation, 
and  rejoice  in  it,  though  they  be  their  own  fathers,  husbands  and 
wives,  they  shall  see  there  tormented. 

Itutorchi  Af oralis.        Ann's  bona  at  qua  libenter  audit  Utilia.  Btrnard. 

1386.  The  Great  Danger  of  not  Reconciling 

Ourselves  unto  God. 

Sir  Thomas  More,  while  he  was  a  prisoner  in  the  tower,  would  not 
$0  much  as  suffer  himself  to  be  trimmed,  saying:  There  was  a 
controversy  betwixt  the  king  and  him  for  his  head,  and  till  that 
Was  at  a  happy  end,  he  would  be  at  no  cost  about  it.  Let  us  but 
S'.um  off  the  froth  of  his  wit,  and  we  may  make  a  solemn  use  of 
it ;  for  certainly  all  the  cost  we  bestow  upon  ourselves  to  make  our 
lives  pleasurable  and  joyous  to  us  is  but  mere  folly,  till  it  be  de- 
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cided  what  will  become  of  the  suit  betwixt  God  and  us,  what  wiD 
be  the  issue  of  the  controversy  that  God  hath  against  us,  and  that 
not  for  our  heads  but  our  souls,  whether  for  Heaven  or  hell.  Wete 
it  not  then  the  wisest  course  to  begin  with  making  our  peace,  and 
then  we  may  soon  lead  a  happy  life  1  It  is  said,  he  that  gets  out 
of  debt  grows  rich  ;  most  sure  it  is,  that  the  pardoned  soul  cannot 
be  poor ;  for  as  soon  as  the  peace  is  concluded,  a  free  trade  is 
opened  between  God  and  the  soul.  If  once  pardoned,  we  may 
then  sail  to  any  port  that  lies  in  God's  dominions,  and  be  welcome ; 
where  all  the  promises  stand  open  with  their  treasure,  and  say : 
Here,  poor  soul,  take  full  lading  in  of  all  precious  things,  even  as 
much  as  thy  faith  can  bear  and  carry  away. 

IV.  Camden  s  Remains.        Nil  placidum  est  sine  fact  D:o,  ncc  mumisad 
arum,'  frf.  Virgil. 

1387.  Ringleaders  of  Faction  and  Schism, 
their  Condition  deplorable. 

What  would  the  prince  think  of  that  captain,  who,  instead  of 
couraging  his  soldiers  to  fall  on  with  united  forces,  as  one  m 
against  the  common  enemy,  should  make  a  speech  to  set 
soldiers  together  by  the  ears  amongst  themselves  1  surely  he  wo 
hang  him  up  for  a  traitor.     Good  was  Luther's  prayer,  A  doet 
glorioso,  a  pastore  contentioso,  et  inutilibus  qtuestionibus  liberet  a 
siam  Detts,  From  a  vain-glorious  doctor,  a  contentious  past 
and  nice  questions,  the  Lord  deliver  His  church  ;  and  we  in  th 
sad  times  have  reason  to  say  as  hearty  an  Amen  to  it  as  any  s' 
his  age.    Do  we  not  live  in  a  time  when  the  church  is  turned  in 
a  sophister's  school,  where  there  is  and  hath  been  such  a  wrangli 
and  jangling,  that  the  precious  truths  of  the  Gospel  are  lost 
many  already  (whose  eyes  are  put  out  with  the  dust  these  conl 
tions  have  raised)  and  they  have  at  last  fairly  disputed  themsel 
out  of  all  their  sober  principles ;  as  some  ill  husbands  that  li 
among  cunning  gamesters,  and  play  away  all  their  money  out 
their  purses?     Woe  then  to  such  vile  men,  who  have  prostitu 
the  Gospel  to  such  devilish  ends.      God  may  have  mercy  on 
cheated  souls,  to  bring  them  back  to  the  love  of  the  truth ; 
for  the  cheaters,  such  as  have  been  the  ringleaders  in  faction  an 
schism,  they  are  gone  too  far  toward  hell,  that  we  can  look  for 
their  return. 

Rich,  dt  Medittvilla,  Progres.  Calestis.       In  Vita  ejus  per  anon)  mum. 
Will.  Gumatt's  Christian  in  Complete  Armour. 
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1388.  When  it  is  that  a  Man  is  said  to 

thoroughly  Forsake  his  Sin. 

Every  time  a  man  takes  a  journey  from  home  about  business,  we 
do  not  say  he  hath  forsaken  his  house,  because  he  meant,  when 
he  went  out,  to  come  to  it  again.  No,  but  when  we  see  a  man 
leave  his  house,  carry  all  his  goods  away  with  him,  lock  up  his 
doors,  and  take  tip  his  abode  in  another  place,  never  to  dwell  there 
more,  this  man  may  very  well  be  said  to  have  forsaken  his  house 
indeed.  Thus  it  is  that  every  one  of  us  are  to  forsake  sin,  so  as 
to  leave  it  without  any  thought  of  returning  to  it  again.  It  were 
strange  to  find  a  drunkard  so  constant  in  the  exercise  of  that  sin, 
but  sometimes  you  may  find  him  sober ;  and  yet  a  drunkard  he  is, 
as  if  he  were  then  drunk.  Every  one  hath  not  forsaken  his  trade 
that  we  see  now  and  then  in  his  holiday  suit.  Then  it  is  that  a 
man  is  said  to  forsake  his  sin,  when  he  throws  it  from  him,  and 
bolts  the  door  upon  it,  with  a  purpose  never  to  open  any  more 
unto  it.  Ephraim  shall  say,  What  have  we  to  do  any  more  with 
idols  '!  Hos.  xiv.  8. 

\V.  Gurnall,  ut  tufira.       Dclinquendi materia  debet pratciitdi.     Grtg.  Moral. 

lib.  v. 

1389.  Mortification,  the  Excellency  thereof. 

There  is  mention  made  of  one  of  the  Catos,  that  in  his  old  age  he 
withdrew  himself  from  Rome  to  his  country  house,  that  he  might 
spend  his  elder  years  free  from  care  and  trouble  ;  and  the  Romans, 
as  they  did  ride  by  his  house,  used  to  say,  Iste  solus  scit  panne,  This 
man  alone  knows  how  to  live.  What  art  Cato  had  to  disburden 
himself  (by  his  retirement)  of  the  world's  cares,  is  altogether  un- 
known ;  but  most  sure  it  is  that  a  man  may  go  into  the  country, 
and  yet  not  leave  the  city  behind  him ;  his  mind  may  be  in  a 
crowd,  while  his  body  is  in  the  solitude  of  a  wilderness.  Alas, 
poor  man,  he  was  a  stranger  to  the  Gospel ;  had  he  been  but  ac- 
quainted therewith,  it  could  have  showed  him  a  way  out  of  the 
crowd  of  all  worldly  employments,  even  in  the  midst  of  Rome 
itself,  and  that  is  by  mortifying  his  heart  to  the  world,  both  in  the 
pleasures  and  troubles  thereof,  Col.  iii.  5  ;  and  then  that  high 
commendation,  that  he  alone  knew  how  to  live,  might  have  been 
given  him  without  any  hyperbole  at  all.  Y?ctc,\q  vcvaScOs*. 
vol.  a.  <a 
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only  knows  aright  how  to  live  in  the  world,  that  hath  learned 
die  to  the  world,  such  is  the  excellency  of  mortification. 

Laur.  Beytrlinck  in  Theatre  Magna  Concionatorum. 

1 390.  Consideration  of  the  Brevity  of  Life,  to 
IVork  the  Heart  of  Man  to  Contentment. 

If  a  traveller  hath  but  enough  to  bring  him  to  his  journey's  end, 
he  desires  no  more.  We  have  but  a  day  to  live,  and  perhaps  we 
may  be  now  in  the  twelfth  hour  of  that  day ;  and  if  God  give  us 
but  enough  to  bear  our  charges  till  night,  it  is  sufficient :  let  us  be 
content  If  a  man  had  the  lease  of  a  house  or  farm  but  for  two 
or  three  days,  and  he  should  fall  a  building  and  planting,  would 
he  not  be  judged  very  indiscreet  t  So,  when  we  have  but  a  short 
time  here,  and  death  calls  us  presently  off  the  stage,  to  thirst  im- 
moderately after  the  world,  and  pull  down  our  souls,  to  build  up 
an  estate,  were  it  not  extreme  foUy  1  Therefore  as  Esau  said  once 
in  a  profane  sense  concerning  his  birthright,  Lo,  I  am  at  the  point 
to  die,  and  what  profit  shall  this  birthright  do  to  me  f  Gen.  xxv. 
32  :  so  let  us  all  say  in  a  religious  sense,  Lo,  I  am  even  at  the 
point  of  death,  my  grave  is  going  to  be  made,  and  what  good  will 
the  world  do  me  1  If  I  have  but  enough  till  sun-setting,  I  am 
content. 

Quid  of  us  est  ad trevem  vilam  laitgis  apibust   Hyper.      Brevis  est  vita,  $pc. 

Aug. 

1 391.  The  Scripture  discovering  Satan  and 

Sin  in  its  Colours. 

It  is  reported  that  a  oertain  Jew  should  have  poisoned  Luther, 
but  was  happily  prevented  by  his  picture  which  was  sent  to  Luther, 
with  a  warning  from  a  faithful  friend,  that  he  should  take  heed  of 
such  a  man  when  he  saw  him,  by  which  he  knew  the  murderer, 
and  so  escaped  his  hands.  Thus  it  is,  that  the  Word  of  God 
shows  us  the  face  of  those  lusts  which  Satan  employs  to  butcher 
our  precious  souls.  By  them  is  Thy  servant  forewarned,  sa 
David,  Psalm  xbc  r  1.  Let  a  man  be  but  careful  to  read  the  Wo 
of  God  with  observation,  and  in  it  he  shall  have  the  history  of 
most  remarkable  battles  that  have  been  fought  by  the  most  e 
nent  worthies  of  Christ  with  Satan,  that  great  warrior  against  th 
souls,  how  Satan  hath  many  times  foiled  them,  and  how  they  ha 
recovered  their  lost  ground  :  in  it  you  shall  have  all  Satan's  ca 
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net-counsels  opened,  there  is  not  a  lust  which  you  are  in  danger  of, 
not  the  least  sin  which  presseth  down,  but  you  have  it  descried 
and  laid  open  in  its  proper  colours ;  not  the  least  temptation 
which  the  Word  doth  not  arm  you  against,  &c. 

Meld.  A  damns  in  Vila,        Scriptura  schola  est  calestis,  erudttia  vitatis,  &c. 
Cassiodor.  super  Psalm  xv. 

1392.  Satan's  Policy  in  Keeping  us  off  from 

Timely  Repentance. 

As  the  paper  which  came  to  Brentius  from  a  senator,  his  dear 
friend,  took  him  as  he  was  at  supper  with  his  wife  and  children, 
and  bade  him  flee  cito,  citius,  citissime,  which  he  did,  leaving  his 
dear  company  and  good  cheer ;  so  must  we  do  from  our  dearest 
bosom  sins,  or  we  may  repent  our  stay  when  it  is  too  late.  For 
Satan  labours  to  wile  us  off  with  delays  ;  floating,  flitting  thoughts 
of  repentance  he  fears  not,  he  can  give  sinners  leave  to  talk 
what  they  will  do,  so  he  can  beg  time,  and  by  his  art  keep  such 
thoughts  from  coming  to  a  head,  and  ripening  into  a  present  re- 
solution ;  few  are  in  hell  but  thought  of  repenting  before  they 
came  there,  yet  Satan  so  handled  the  matter  that  they  could  never 
pitch  upon  the  time  in  earnest  when  to  do  it.  If  ever,  therefore, 
thou  meanest  to  get  out  of  his  clutches,  cito,  citius,  citissime,  flee 
out  of  his  doors,  and  run  for  thy  life,  wherever  this  warning  finds 
thee ;  stay  not,  though  in  the  midst  of  thy  joys,  with  which  thy 
lusts  shall  entertain  thee. 

/«  Vita  ejus  ut  supra.       Laur.  Justinianus  de  Vita  Monastica,  cap.  14. 

1393.  Men  through  Spiritual  Pride  preferring 
one  Preacher  before  another  reproved. 

cht  tells  of  one  in  Geneva,  who  being  desired  to  go  to  hear 
tus,  that  preached  at  the  same  time  with  Calvin,  answered  his 
nd,  If  Paul  were  to  preach,  relicto  Paulo  Calvinum  audirem,  I 
would  leave  Paul  himself  to  hear  Calvin.  Now,  can  it  be  imagined 
that  pride  in  the  gifts  of  another,  should  so  far  transport  any  man, 
ilh  10  the  very  lx>rders  of  blasphemy.  Yet  so  it  is,  and  so  it  hath 
been  of  old,  one  was  of  Paul,  another  of  Apollos,  1  Cor.  iii.  4,  and 
now  one  for  this  preacher,  another  for  that.  It  is  not  every  ser- 
mon, though  wholesome  food,  nor  every  prayer,  though  savoury, 
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will  go  down,  they  must  have  a  choice  dish,  that  must  have 

exquisite  haut  gout,  for  their  curious  palates  ;  and  are  such  ev 
like  to  get  good  by  preaching  1  Thus  pride  makes  them  tak 
parts,  and  make  sides  as  they  fancy  one  preacher  to  excel  another ; 
so  that  pride  destroys  love,  and  love  wanting,  edification  is  lost 
The  devil  hath  made  foul  work  in  the  church  by  this  engine,  it  is 
high  time  to  look  about  us. 

W.  Gurnall,  ut  anted.      Prudens  auditor  omncs  libcnttr  audit,  &v.  Chrysost. 

1394.  The  Weakness  of  a  Christian  without 
Christ. 

It  is  said  of  one  Mr.  Benbridge,  that  being  at  the  stake  ready  to 
suffer  martyrdom,  his  heart  failed  him,  so  that  he  thrust  the  faggots 
from  him,  and  cried  out,  I  recant,  I  recant ;  yet  this  man,  when 
reinforced  in  his  faith,  and  endued  with  power  from  above,  was 
able  within  the  space  of  a  week,  after  that  sad  foil,  to  die  at  the 
stake  cheerfully.  Thus  the  stoutest  champions  of  Christ  and  for 
Christ,  have  been  taught  from  time  to  time  how  weak  they  are,  if 
Christ  steps  aside,  or  if  He  should  withdraw  His  grace,  and  leave 
them  to  their  own  cowardice  and  unbelief,  they  would  soon  show 
themselves  in  their  own  colours. 

J.  Fox's  Martyrology.     Qui  pro  nobis  mortem  senut  vicit,  &*c.  Aug. 

1395.  Men  seeking  after  the  Vanities  of  a 
Worldly  Things  reproved. 

Solomon  had  more  variety  of  all  worldly  things,  and  more  wisd 
to  improve  it  than  any  now  have  ;  and  he  made  it  his  busin 
critically  and  curiously  to  examine  all  the  creatures,  and  to  fi 
out  all  the  good  which  was  under  the  sun.    And  the  product  a 
result  of  all  his  inquiries,  amounted  at  last  to  a  total  made  up 
of  ciphers,  of  mere  wind  and  emptiness,  Vanity  of  vanities,  van: 
of  vanities,  all  is  vanity.    So  he  begins  his  book,  and  to  show  th 
he  was  not  mistaken,  so  he  concludes  it,  Eccles.  xii.  8  ;  and  so 
is,  that  whereas  many  seek  for  joy  out  of  the  broken  cisterns 
the  creatures,  as  in  secular  wealth  and  greatness,  others  in  s 
sual  pleasures,  feasting,  gaming,  luxury,  excess;  some  in  titles 
honour,  others  in  variety  of  knowledge ;  some  in  stately  structur 
magnificent  retinue,  goodly  provisions,  others  in  low,  sordid, 
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brutish  lusts.  Unto  all  whom  may  be  said,  as  the  angel  unto  the 
women,  Why  seek  ye  the  living  amongst  the  dead  1  Luke  xxiv.  5, 
or  as  Samuel  did  unto  Saul,  Set  not  thy  mind  upon  the  asses, 
there  are  nobler  things  to  fix  thy  desires  on,  1  Sam.  ix.  20. 


1396.  The  True  Christian' s  Desires  are  all  for 
Heaven. 

It  was  a  notable  speech  of  Erasmus,  if  spoken  in  earnest,  and  his 
wit  were  not  too  quick  for  his  conscience  :  Nihilo  magis  ambio  oftt 
et  dignitatis,  quam  tlumbis  cquus  graves  sarcinas.  He  said,  he  de- 
sired wealth  and  honour  no  more  than  a  feeble  horse  doth  an 
heavy  cloak-bag.  Thus  every  good  Christian  ought  to  be  of  his 
mind  ;  and  indeed  all  the  Christian  hath  or  desires,  as  a  Christian, 
is  heavenly  ;  the  world  is  extrinsical,  both  to  his  being  and  happi- 
ness ;  it  is  a  stranger  to  the  Christian,  and  intermeddles  not  with 
his  joy  nor  grief.  Heap  all  the  riches  and  honours  of  the  world 
upon  a  man,  they  will  not  make  him  a  Christian ;  heap  them  on  a 
Christian,  they  will  not  make  him  a  better  Christian.  Again,  take 
them  all  away,  let  every  bird  have  his  feather,  when  stripped  and 
naked  he  will  be  still  a  Christian,  and  it  may  be  a  better  Christian 
than  otherwise  he  would  have  been. 


1397.  Men  to  Keep  up  the  Credit  of  their 


It  is  observed  by  an  ingenious  divine,  that  the  name  of  John  is 
next  to  the  name  of  Jesus.  It  was  God  that  first  gave  them  both, 
John  and  Jesus  signifying  as  much  as  Grace  and  Salvation.  John 
prepared  the  way  to  Jesus,  hinting  out  thus  much  unto  us,  that 
there  is  no  way  to  salvation  but  by  grace ;  John's  name  was  an 
honour  to  him.  nor  was  John  a  disgrace  to  his  name ;  he  both  was, 
and  was  called  gracious.  But  so  it  is  that  many  of  us  (by  our  bad 
manners)  slander  and  belie  our  good  name ;  we  have  fair  appella- 
s  and  filthy  conditions:  nay,  have  nothing  to  betoken  us 
"tians,  but  the  name  ;  usurping  the  style  whereof  we  want  the 
h,  so  contrary  are  our  lives  to  our  callings,  and  titles  of  our 
mis  so  unbke  the  works  of  our  profession.  What  skilleth  it  to 
called  Clement,  Urbane,  Pius,  and  yet  to  be  cruel,  uncivil, 


Vitnitat  vanibzti  ;  omnia  vanitas. 


t.  Nihil  at  in  vita  ditrabitt ;  turn  opa,  non 
imperium,  &v. 


In  Vita  prtrfixa  Operibtti. 


Names. 
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evil  1  to  be  called  Christian,  Prudence,  Grace,  Faith,  and  yet  to  be 
unchristian,  unwise,  ungracious,  unbelieving  1  Let  us  not  there- 
fore be  a  scandal  to  our  calling,  nor  a  reproach  to  our  own  names, 
but  let  us  be  mindful  of  our  vow  and  duty  so  oft  as  our  names  are 
mentioned ;  and  as  ready  to  answer  to  our  faith  as  to  our  names. 

Joh.  Gautc  in  his  Votive  Speculat.  on  fokn  Baptists  Nativity.       Nomina  cum 
re  consentiant.    Plato  de  Sapient.       Comieniunt  rari  nomina,  crv. 

1398.  Negligence  in  the  Ways  of  God 
reproved. 

There  is  mention  made  of  a  prince  in  Germany,  who  being  in- 
vaded by  a  more  potent  enemy  than  himself,  yet  from  his  friends 
and  allies  (who  flocked  unto  his  help)  he  soon  had  a  goodly  army 
but  had  no  money  (as  he  said)  to  pay  them  ;  but  the  truth  is  h 
was  loth  to  part  with  it,  for  which  cause  some  went  away  in  d: 
content,  others  did  not  vigorously  mind  his  business,  and  so  h 
was  soon  beaten  out  of  his  kingdom ;  and  his  coffers  (when  h' 
palace  was  rifled)  were  found  to  be  thwacked  with  treasure  :  an 
thus  was  he  ruined,  as  some  sick  men  die,  because  unwilling  to  ' 
at  cost  to  pay  the  physician,    Now  so  it  is  that  few  or  none  are 
be  found,  but  would  be  glad  their  souls  might  be  saved  at  last 
but  where  is  the  man  or  woman,  that  makes  it  appear  by  th 
vigorous  endeavour  that  they  mean  in  earnest  1  What  warlike  p 
pa  ration  do  they  make  against  Satan  who  lies  between  them  * 
home  1    Where  are  their  arms,  where  their  skill  to  use  them,  th 
resolution  to  stand  to  them,  and  conscionable  care  to  exerc' 
themselves  daily  in  the  use  of  them  1    Thus  to  do  is  a  rarity  i 
deed,  if  woulding  and  wishing  would  bring  them  to  Heaven,  th 
they  may  likely  come  thither ;  but  as  for  this  diligence  in  the  \.  a 
of  God,  this  circumspect  walking,  this  wrestling  and  fighting,  th"' 
making  religion  our  business,  they  are  far  from  these,  as  at  last 
so  doing  they  are  like  to  be  from  Heaven. 

Serum  Gcrmanicarum  Vet.  Script.        Omnts  sumus  in  minimis  cauti,  in 
maximis  negligentcs.    Mieron.  tie  Horn.  Perfect.      O  si,  0  si,  otiosi. 

1399.  No  Way  to  Happiness  but  by  Holiiics 

One  fitly  compares  holiness  and  happiness  to  those  two  sis' 
Leah  and  Rachel ;  happiness  like  Rachel  seems  the  fairer  (eve 
carnal  heart  may  fall  in  love  with  that)  but  holiness  like  Leah 
the  elder  and  beautiful  also,  though  in  this  life  it  appears  wi 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &C. 

some  disadvantage,  her  eyes  being  bleared  with  tears  of  repent- 
ance, and  her  face  furrowed  with  the  works  of  mortification,  but 
this  is  the  law  of  that  heavenly  country,  that  the  younger  sister 
must  not  be  bestowed  before  the  elder.  We  cannot  enjoy  fair 
Rachel,  Heaven  and  happiness,  except  first  we  embrace  tender- 
eyed  Leah,  holiness  with  all  her  severe  duties  of  repentance  and 
mortification.  If  we  will  have  Heaven,  we  must  have  Christ ;  if 
Christ,  we  must  like  His  service  as  well  as  His  Sacrifice  ;  there  is 
no  way  to  happiness  but  by  holiness, 

IV.  Cur  noli' t  Christian  in  Compute  Armour.       Non  at  ad  astra  mollisvia. 

1400.  Men  Deluded  by  Satan  in  not  taking  the 
Right  Notion  of  Sin. 

It  is  with  men  in  sinning  as  it  is  with  armies  in  fighting  ;  captains 
beat  their  drums  for  volunteers,  and  promise  all  that  enlist  pay 
and  plunder,  and  this  makes  them  come  trooping  in ;  but  few 
consider  what  the  ground  of  the  war  is,  or  for  what.  Thus  Satan 
enticeth  men  to  sin,  and  giveth  golden  promises  of  what  they  shall 
have  in  his  service,  with  which  silly  souls  are  won  j  but  how  few 
ask  their  souls,  Whom  do  1  sin  against  1  What  is  the  devil's  design 
in  drawing  me  to  sin  ?  Shall  I  tell  thee  ?  Dost  thou  think  it  is 
thy  pleasure  or  profit  he  desires  in  thy  sinning  1  Alas,  he  means 
nothing  less,  he  hath  greater  plots  in  his  head  than  so  ;  he  hath  by 
his  apostacy  proclaimed  war  against  God,  and  he  brings  thee  by 
sinning  to  espouse  his  quarrel,  and  to  jeopard  the  life  of  thy  soul 
in  defence  of  his  pride  and  lust ;  which  that  he  may  do,  he  cares 
no  more  for  the  damnation  of  thy  soul  than  the  Great  Turk  doth 
to  see  a  company  of  his  slaves  cut  off  for  the  carrying  on  of  his 
design  in  the  time  of  a  siege.  If  therefore  thou  wilt  not  be  de- 
luded by  him,  take  the  right  notion  of  sin,  and  labour  to  under- 
stand the  bottom  of  his  bloody  design  intended  against  thee. 


s  heron.  Dradius  de  Militia  Christiana. 

nocere  non  posse  cognoscas,  &pc. 


Sine  fiermissione  Dei,  Diabolum 
Greg.  Mora!.  Lib.  ii. 


►I.  God's  Love  to  His  Children  in  the  Midst 
of  Spiritual  Desertions,  and  how  so. 

is  Joseph,  when  he  spake  roughly  to  his  brethren,  and  made  them 
believe  he  would  take  them  for  spies,  Gen.  xlii.  9,  still  his  heart 
was  toward  them,  and  he  was  as  full  of  love  as  ever  he  could  hold, 
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he  was  fain  to  go  aside  and  weep  ;  and  as  Moses'  mother, 
she  put  her  child  into  the  ark  of  bulrushes,  Exod.  ii.  3,  and  went 
a  little  way  from  it,  yet  still  her  eye  was  toward  it,  the  babe  wept 
aye,  and  the  mother  wept  too  :  so  God,  when  He  goes  aside  as  if 
He  had  forsaken  His  children,  yet  He  is  full  of  sympathy  and  love 
towards  them  ;  it  is  one  thing  for  God  to  desert,  another  thing  to 
disinherit ;  How  shall  I  give  thee  up  O  Ephraim,  Hos.  xi.  8.  This 
is  a  metaphor  taken  from  a  father  going  about  to  disinherit  his  son, 
and  while  he  is  going  to  set  his  hand  to  the  deed,  his  bowels  begin 
to  melt  and  to  yearn  over  him :  Though  he  be  a  prodigal  child, 
yet  he  is  a  child,  I  will  not  cut  off  the  entail.    So  saith  God,  How 
shall  I  give  thee  up  ?  though  Ephraim  hath  been  a  rebellious  so: 
yet  he  is  my  son,  I  will  not  disinherit  him  ;  God's  heart  may  befi 
of  love  when  there  is  a  veil  upon  His  face  ;  the  Lord  may  chan^ 
His  dispensation  towards  His  children,  but  not  His  disposition 
So  that  the  believer  may  confidently  say,  I  am  adopted,  and  1< 
God  do  what  He  will  with  me,  let  Him  take  the  rod  or  the  si 
it  is  all  one  to  me,  so  long  as  He  loves  me. 

1402.  The  Day  of  Death  becomes  the  Goc 
Mans  Comfort,  and  how  so. 

The  Persians  had  a  certain  day  in  the  year  which  they  calli 
Viiiorum  Interitus,  wherein  they  used  to  kill  all  serpents  and 
venomous  creatures.  Such  a  day  as  that  will  the  day  of  death 
to  a  man  in  Christ ;  this  day  the  old  serpent  dies  in  a  belie 
that  hath  so  often  stung  him  with  his  temptations ;  this  day 
sins  of  the  godly,  these  venomous  creatures,  shall  all  be  destroyed, 
they  shall  never  be  proud  more,  they  shall  never  grieve  the  Spirit 
of  God  more  ;  the  death  of  the  body  shall  quite  destroy  the  body 
of  death  ;  so  that  sin,  which  was  the  midwife  that  brought  death 
into  the  world,  death  shall  be  the  grave  to  bury  sin.  O  the  privi- 
lege and  comfort  of  a  true  believer  !  he  is  not  taken  away  in  his 
sins,  but  he  is  taken  away  from  his  sins,  and  death  is  made  unto 
him  advantage. 

BrUion.  dt  Rtg.  Pert.  Lib.  iu      Mart  mihi  lucrum. 

1403.  Heavenly  Happiness  not  to  be  Ex- 
pressed. 

Nicephorus  tells  us  of  one  Agbarus,  a  great  man,  that  {hearin 
so  much  of  Christ's  fame,  by  reason  of  the  miracles  He  wrough 
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sent  a  painter  to  take  his  picture,  and  that  the  painter  when  he 
came  was  not  able  to  do  it,  because  of  that  radiancy  and  divine 
splendour  which  sat  on  Christ's  face.  Whether  this  be  true  or  no 
pena  sit  auctorem ;  but  to  be  sure  there  is  such  a  brightness  on 
the  face  of  Christ  glorified,  and  that  happiness,  which  saints  shall 
have  with  Him  in  the  highest  Heavens,  as  forbids  us  that  dwell  in 
mortal  flesh  to  conceive  of  it  aright,  much  more  to  express ;  it  is 
best  going  thither  to  be  informed,  and  then  we  shall  confess  we  on 
earth  heard  not  half  of  what  we  there  find ;  yea,  that  our  present 
conceptions  are  no  more  like  to  that  vision  of  glory  we  shall  there 
hare,  than  the  sun  in  the  painter's  table  is  to  the  sun  itself  in  the 
heavens. 

In  Hut.  Eeelis. 


1404.  Men  to  be  Constant  in  the  Performance 
of  Holy  Duties. 

It  is  observable  that  many  have  gone  into  the  field,  and  liked 
the  work  of  a  soldier  for  a  battle  or  two,  but  soon  have  had 
enough,  and  come  running  home  again  from  their  colours,  whereas 
can  bear  it  as  a  constant  trade  ;  war  is  a  thing  that  they  could 
"lingly  woo  for  their  pleasure,  but  are  loth  to  wed  upon  what 
s  soever.  Thus  many  are  soon  engaged  in  holy  duties,  easily 
uaded  to  take  up  a  profession  of  religion,  and  as  easily  per- 
suaded to  lay  it  down ;  like  the  new  moon  which  shines  a  little  in 
the  first  part  of  the  night,  but  is  down  long  before  half  of  the  night 
be  gone  ;  the  lightsome  professors  in  their  youth,  whose  old  age 
is  wrapt  up  in  thick  darkness  of  sin  and  wickedness.  O  this  con- 
stancy and  persevering  is  a  hard  word  !  this  taking  up  the  cross 
■iiy.  this  praying  always,  this  watching  night  and  day,  and  never 
ying  aside  our  clothes  and  armour,  Le.,  indulging  ourselves  to 
lit  and  unbend  in  our  holy  waiting  upon  God,  and  walking  with 
d  ;  this  sends  many  sorrowful  from  Christ,  yet  this  is  the  saint's 
duty,  to  make  religion  his  every  day  work,  without  any  vacation 
fiom  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other. 

Hit  magnets  sedet  Anitas,  secumqut  volvtnti  Eventvs  belli  varies-,  Vtrgii. 
Hie  labor,  hoc  opus  est.         Alacriler  imumbeiidum  est  incAoatit, 
CastiodoT.  Lib.  v.  Ep.  15. 
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[  405.  How  it  is  there 


•  so  many  Professors 
of  Religion,  and  so  few  Christians  ami 
Practisers  of  Religion. 

All  Israel  came  joyfully  out  of  Egypt  under  Moses'  conduct,  yea, 
and  a  mixed  multitude  with  them,  but  when  their  bellies  were  a 
little  pinched  with  hunger,  and  their  greedy  desires  of  a  present 
Canaan  deferred ;  yea,  instead  of  peace  and  plenty,  nothing  but 
war  and  penury  appeared,  they  (like  white-livered  soldiers)  are 
ready  to  flee  from  their  colours,  and  make  a  dishonourable  retreat 
into  Egypt.  Thus  the  greatest  part  of  those  who  profess  the  gos- 
pel, when  they  come  to  push  of  pike,  to  be  tried  what  they  will  d 
deny,  endure  for  Christ,  grow  sick  of  their  enterprise :  al 
their  hearts  fail  them  ;  they  like  the  waters  of  Bethlehem  ;  but 
they  must  dispute  their  passage  with  so  many  enemies,  they 
even  content  themselves  with  their  own  cistern,  and  leave  Heav 
to  others  that  will  venture  more  hardly  for  it. 

Et fuga  cervis  A  fatribus  datur,  et  patrius pavor  incitat  art  us.  Lucretius. 

1406.  God's  Comfortable  Preference  in  the 
midst  of  Spiritual  Desertions. 

The  gardener  digs  up  his  garden,  pulls  up  his  fences,  takes  up  h 
plants,  and  to  the  eye  seems  to  make  a  pleasant  place,  as  a  was" 
piece  of  ground  ;  but  every  intelligent  man  knows  that  he  is  abo 
to  mend  it,  not  to  mar  it,  to  plant  it  better,  not  to  destroy  it. 
God  is  comfortably  present  with  us,  even  in  our  spiritual  desertion 
and  though  He  seem  to  annihilate,  or  to  reduce  His  new  crearJo 
yet  it  is  to  repair  its  ruins,  and  to  make  it  more  beautiful  an 
glorious.    Or,  as  in  the  repairing  of  a  house,  we  see  how  they  pull 
down  part  after  part,  as  if  they  intended  to  demolish  it  quite  j  but 
the  end  is  to  make  it  better ;  it  may  be  some  posts  and  pillars  are 
removed,  but  it  is  to  put  in  stronger,  Hag.  ii.  9  j  it  may  be  som 
lights  are  stopped  up,  but  it  is  to  make  fairer  :  so  though  Go 
take  away  our  props,  it  is  not  that  we  may  fall,  but  that  He  ma 
settle  us  in  greater  strength,  He  batters  down  the  life  of  sense,  to 
put  us  upon  a  life  of  grace  ;  and  when  He  darkens  our  light  that 
we  cannot  see,  it  is  but  to  bring  in  fuller  light  into  our  souls  ;  ai 
when  the  stars  shine  not,  the  sun  appears,  repairing  our  loss  of  an 
obscure  light,  with  his  clear  bright  shining  beams.  So  that,  thou 
tJod  do  forsake  His  people,  yet  not  totally,  not  for  ever,  not  c 
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ing  the  affection  of  love,  but  the  acts  of  love  for  some  time,  and 
when  He  seems  to  be  turning  a  man  into  a  desolate  and  ruinous 
condition,  yet  even  then  is  He  building  and  preparing  him  to  be  a 
more  excellent  structure. 

Jos.  SymontU  Case  and  Cure  of a  Deserted  Conscience.      Diruit,  adificat, 
Tort  tor  ut  fossil  cladibus  esse  suis.    Ovid,  A  morum.         0  amor  t  i  bo 
tas,  nostris  bene  provida  rebus.    J.  Picas,  Miranduta. 

1407.  The  Christian's  Spiritual  Growth,  when 
seemingly  Dead  and  Declining. 

As  in  the  lopping  of  a  tree  there  seems  to  be  a  kind  of  diminution 
and  destruction,  yet  the  end  and  issue  of  it  is  better  growth  ;  and 
as  the  weakening  of  the  body  by  physic,  seems  to  tend  to  death, 
yet  it  produceth  better  health,  and  more  strength  ;  and  as  the  ball, 
by  falling  downward,  riseth  upward  ;  and  water  in  pipes  descends 
that  it  may  ascend ;  so  the  Christian's  spiritual  growth  when 
seemingly  dead  and  declining,  and  to  stand  a  stay,  is  still  carried 
on  by  the  hidden  method  of  God  to  increase,  Ephes.  iv.  16.  For 
every  true  Christian  is  a  member  of  a  thriving  body,  in  which 
there  is  no  atrophy,  but  a  continual  issuing  of  spirits  from  the 
head,  so  that  life  being  wrought  by  the  Spirit  of  life  never  dieth, 
Col.  ii.  19;  but  is  always  upon  the  growing  hand,  ripening  and 
increasing,  even  in  the  midst  of  temptations  and  trouble. 

Onnis  medicina  /nibet  ad  tempos  amaritudinem,  led  Src.     Jerome.  De- 
scend it  ut  ascendat. 

1408.  Backwardness  in  the  Service  of  God 
reproved. 

stone  needs  not  to  be  driven  downward,  because  that  motion 
"uitable  to  it,  and  it  affects  the  centre ;  the  eagles  fly  willingly 
their  prey  ;  an  hungry  man  needs  not  either  persuasion  or  com- 
ion  to  eat  his  meat ;  so  did  but  men  delight  in  God,  what 
ns  their  hanging  back  from  Him  \  How  is  it  that  the  counsels 
and  thoughts  of  their  hearts,  the  pressing  persuasions  of  the  Word, 
the  strong  motions  of  the  Spirit,  the  shining  examples  of  the  godly, 
the  wise  advice  of  faithful  friends,  the  sweet  inducements  of  pre- 
s  promises,  the  sad  menaces  of  fearful  evils  ;  yea,  the  heavy 
kes  of  an  angry  God ;  yea,  the  tender  mercies  of  a  melting 
er ;  yea,  the  bleeding  wounds  of  a  crucified  Redeemer — how  is 


it  that  none  of  these  do  more  prevail  with  them  to  a  more  ready 
walking  with  their  God  1  Surely,  such  backwardness,  such  unwil- 
lingness in  the  service  of  God,  cannot  but  be  hateful  unto  Him. 
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Ulii  cadaver.  Hi  erunt  d  aquila.      jbs.  Symonds'  Cast  and  Cure  of a  Wounded 
Conscience.       Te  pater  Aeneas  et  avunculus  excital  Hector.  Virg. 


1 409.  Religion  consisting  in  Duty  both  to  God 
and  Man. 

As  the  boat  cannot  move  rightly  when  the  oars  only  on  one  si 
are  plied  ;  or  as  the  fowl,  if  she  use  only  one  wing,  cannot  fly  up 
so  religion  consisteth  of  duties  to  be  performed,  some  to  Go 
and  some  to  man ;  some  for  the  first  table  of  the  law,  some  fi 
the  second ;  otherwise  that  religion  will  never  profit,  that  hath  on 
hand  wrapped  up,  that  should  be  toward  man  in  all  offices  of 
charity,  though  the  other  be  used  toward  God  in  all  offices  of  piety. 

Qui  Deum  amarc  negligit,  prcximum  diligere  nescit.     Greg.  Moralium  Lib. 

1 4 10.  The  Paucity  of  True  Believers. 

It  is  the  observation  of  a  learned  man,  that  if  the  world  we 
divided  into  thirty  equal  parts,  nineteen  of  those  thirty  wo 
prove  to  be  overspread  with  heathenish  idolatry,  six  of  the  eleven 
remaining  with  the  doctrine  of  Mahomet,  so  there  would  remain 
but  five  parts  of  the  thirty,  wherein  were  anything  of  Christianity 
and  among  those  Christians,  so  many  seduced  papists  on  o 
hand,  and  formal  protestants  on  the  other,  that  surely  but  few  are 
saved.  Nay.  such  is  the  paucity  of  true  believers,  that  as  that 
olive  tree,  (mentioned  by  the  prophet,)  with  two  or  three  berries 
on  the  uppermost  bough,  Isa.  xvii.  6,  Satan  may  be  said  to  have 
the  harvest  and  God  only  a  few  gleanings.  It  should  therefore 
make  us  strive  the  more,  tanquam  pulvere  Olympico,  that  we  ma 
be  of  the  number  of  those  few  that  shall  inherit  salvation. 

Edw.  Brernuood,  Enquiry  in  Languages.      Horat.  Ode  L 

141 1.  Spiritual  Sloth  in  the  Ways  of  God 

reproved. 

There  is  mention  made  of  certain  Spaniards,  that  live  near  unto 
place  where  there  is  great  store  of  fish,  yet  are  so  lazy,  that  th 
will  not  be  at  the  pains  to  catch  them,  but  buy  of  their  neighbo 
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And  such  is  the  sinful  stupidity  of  most  men,  such  the  spiritual 
sloth  upon  them,  that  though  Christ  be  near  them,  though  salva- 
tion be  offered  in  the  Gospel,  and,  as  it  were,  brought  to  their 
very  houses,  yet  they  will  not  work  out  their  salvation.  This  was 
the  case  of  the  Israelites,  it  is  said,  that  they  despised  the  pleasant 
land,  Psal.  cvi.  24.  And  what  should  be  the  reason  J  Canaan 
wis  worth  the  looking  after,  for  it  was  a  paradise  of  delight,  a  type 
of  heaven  ;  aye,  but  they  thought  it  would  cost  them  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  and  hazard  in  the  getting  and  they  would  rather  go 
without  it  And  thus  many  had  rather  go  sleeping  to  hell,  than 
sweating  to  heaven. 

S.  Punkas'  Pilgrimage.  .Von  dormitntibus  provenit  regnum  Ctrlorum,  nn 
otio  ef  destdiu.  iorpentibus,  beat  Undo  ,e  term  talis  ingeritur.  Prvsp.  de  Vila 
Conlemplat. 

1412.  To  be  more  Careful  for  the  Body  than 
the  Soul,  a  thing  justly  reprovable. 

There  is  a  parable  of  a  woman,  who  travailing  with  child  brought 
forth  twins,  and,  both  children  being  presented  to  her,  she  falls 
deeply  and  fondly  in  love  with  the  one,  but  is  careless  and  disre- 
spectful of  the  other ;  this  she  will  nurse  herself,  but  that  is  put 
forth  ;  her  love  grows  up  with  the  child  she  kept  herself,  she  decks 
it  fine,  she  feeds  it  choicely ;  but  at  last,  by  overmuch  pampering 
of  it  the  child  surfeits,  becomes  mortally  sick,  and  when  it  was 
'lying,  she  remembers  herself  and  sends  to  look  after  the  other 
child  that  was  at  nurse,  to  the  end  she  might  now  cherish  it,  but 
when  the  messenger  came,  she  finds  it  dying  and  gasping  likewise, 
and  examining  the  truth,  she  understands  that  through  the  mother's 
carelessness  and  neglect  to  look  after  it,  the  poor  child  was  starved. 
Thus  was  the  fond  partial  mother,  to  her  great  grief,  sorrow,  and 
shame,  deprived  of  both  her  hopeful  babes  at  once.  Thus  every 
Christian  is  this  mother,  the  children  are  the  body  and  soul ;  the 
former  of  these  it  is,  that  men  and  women  fall  deeply  and  fondly 
in  love  with,  whilst  indeed  they  are  careless  and  neglect  the  other, 
this  they  dress  and  feed,  nothing  is  too  good  or  too  dear  for  it ; 
but  at  the  last  the  body  surfeits,  comes  by  some  means  or  other  to 
its  deathbed,  when  there  is  very  little  or  no  hope  of  life,  then  men 
begin  to  remember  the  soul,  and  would  think  of  some  course  to 
KM  it,  the  minister  is  sent  for  in  all  haste  to  look  after  it;  but, 
alas  !  he  finds  it  in  part  dead,  in  part  dying,  and  the  very  truth  is 
the  owner,  through  neglect  and  carelessness,  hath  starved  the  soul, 
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and  it  is  ready  to  go  to  hell  before  the  body  is  fit  for  the  grave. 
And  so  the  foolish  fond  Christian  to  his  eternal  shame  and  sorrow 
loseth  both  his  body  and  soul  for  ever. 

Paul  de  Wann,  Serm.  de  Tempore.       Speculum  Exemplorum.      H.  Hard- 

vtifi,  ut  anted. 

1 4 1 3.  The  Nature  and  Properties  of  the  Hoi 
Spirit  set  forth  for  our  Instruction  i 
the  Similitude' of  a  Dove. 

Though  Pliny  and  all  the  heathen  writers  were  silent,  the  Holy 
Word  of  God  hath  enough  to  set  out  unto  us  the  nature  and  pro- 
perties of  the  dove.  There  is  first  of  all  Noah's  dove,  Gen.  viiL 
xi,  with  an  olive  branch  in  her  mouth,  a  peaceable  one.  2. 
David's  dove,  Psalm  lxviiL  13,  for  the  colour,  with  feathers  silver 
white,  not  speckled  as  a  bird  of  divers  colours,  but  white,  the  em- 
blem of  sincerity,  and  there  is  Solomon's  dove  for  the  eye,  a  single 
and  direct  eye,  not  leering  as  a  fox,  and  looking  divers  ways.  3. 
Isaiah's  dove  for  the  voice  in  patience,  mourning,  Isaiah  xxxviii. 
14,  not  in  impatience,  murmuring,  and  repining.  Lastly,  our 
Saviour  Christ's  dove  for  bill  and  claw,  innocent  and  harmless,  not 
bloody  or  mischievous,  Matth.  x.  16.  Now,  qualis  species  talis 
spiritus,  as  the  dove  so  the  Holy  Ghost.  1.  A  spirit  that  loves 
ofwevpa&ov,  men  of  one  accord,  Acts  ii.  1-4.  2.  Et  qui/ugit fictum, 
cannot  abide  new  tricks,  mere  fictions  indeed,  feigned  by  feign 
Christians,  party-propositions,  half  in  the  mouth,  and  half  in  t' 
mind.  3.  And  when  He  speaketh,  He  speaketh  for  us  with  sig 
and  groans  that  cannot  be  expressed,  such  is  His  love  and  so  e 
nest,  Rom.  viii.  26.  4.  And  hurts  none,  not  when  He  was  in 
resemblance  of  a  dove ;  no  not  when  He  was  fire,  Acts  ii.  3, 
was  harmless  fire  at  the  same  time.  And  thus  it  is  that  the  nat 
and  properties  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  set  forth  for  our  instructi 
in  the  resemblance  of  a  dove,  teaching  us  to  be  peaceable,  to  lov 
singleness  in  meaning,  speaking  and  dealing,  to  suffer  harm,  b 
to  do  none. 

L.  Andrews  IVinton,  Serm.  at  Court,  on  Whitsunday,  161 5. 

141 4.  Magistrates,  Ministers,  &c,  to  be  Ex- 
amples of  Good  unto  others,  and  why  so. 

Naturalists  report  of  the  bird  ibis,  whereof  there  are  many  in 
Egypt,  especially  in  the  city  of  Alexandria,  that  it  eateth  up 
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the  garbage  of  the  city,  but  leaves  somewhat  behind  it,  that  is  more 
noisome  than  any  filth  it  had  eaten  ;  others  write  that  it  will 
devour  every  serpent  it  meets  with,  but  from  the  egg  of  this  bird 
cometh  the  most  hurtful  of  all  serpents,  the  basilisk,  the  sight 
whereof  killeth.  Thus  it  is  to  be  heartily  wished  that  those  who 
are  entrusted  for  the  people's  good,  whether  in  church  or  state,  be 
not  like  unto  this  bird,  seem  to  do  something  good,  but  much 
hurt  withal ;  but  that  in  them  as  they  are  gods  upon  earth,  may 
always  be  found  that  which  the  Psalmist  hath  of  God  in  Heaven, 
Thou  art  good  and  dost  good,  that  their  lives  may  be  examples  of 
good,  because  that  otherwise  their  authority  will  be  less  prevailing 
for  suppressing  those  evils  whereunto  their  bad  examples  give  en- 
couragement. 

Conrad.  Gesnena,  Hist.  Lib.       Oppiatta.        Pierius,  Hieroglyph.  Strain, 
Lib.  xvii.       In  vulpis  manant  exempts  regentum.  Claud. 


1415.  God  to  have  all  the  Glory. 


Justinian  is  said  to  have  made  a  law,  that  no  master-workman 
should  put  up  his  name  within  the  body  of  that  building  which  he 
made  out  of  another  man's  cost ;  and  our  own  history  tells  us  that 
when  William  of  Wickham,  then  chaplain  to  Edward  the  Third, 
was  by  him  made  overseer  of  the  work  for  the  repair  of  Windsor 
Castle,  that  those  three  words,  which  he  caused  to  be  inscribed 
upon  the  great  tower,  Hoc  fecit  Wickham,  This  made  Wickham, 
lad  not  he  construed  them  another  way,  (as  that  not  he  made  the 
work,  but  the  work  made  him,)  had  quite  lost  him  the  king's 
favour.  Thus  it  is  that  God  is  jealous  of  His  honour,  He  cannot 
endure  that  the  creature  should  have  any  share  primarily  therein, 
xit  as  derived  and  participated  only ;  let  every  man  then,  especi- 
ally such  whose  greatness  makes  them  too  apt  to  take  too  much 
unto  themselves,  ascribe  all  unto  God,  give  all  the  glory  to 
God,  Psalm  cxv.  1,  and  when  they  begin  to  give  unto  God,  never 
rive  over  giving,  till  they  have  given  all  that  they  are,  all  that  is 
His  due,  all  honour  and  glory,  praise,  power,  and  dominion  for 
evermore. 

Joachim  Mynsingerut  in  Itatitut.  Lib.  i.       Fr.  Godwinut  de  Pramlibus 
Angtiit,  in  Vita  ejus.         Deo  datori  tit  laus,  honor,  &c. 
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14 1 6.  A?  &j  Thankful  unto  God  upon 
sideratton  of  the  Creatures. 

It  was  a  divine  saying  of  Epictetus,  that  heathen  philosopher, 
admiring  the  singing  of  birds,  Si  luscinia  essem,  If  I  had 

been  made  a  nightingale,  I  should  have  sung  like  a  nightingale, 
now  that  I  am  made  a  man,  a  reasonable  creature,  shall  I  not 
serve  God,  and  praise  Him  in  that  station  wherein  He  hath  set 
me  J  Thus  he  an  heathen,  and  thus  we  Christians  are  to  consider 
the  creatures  leading  the  way  unto  the  duty  of  thankfulness  :  first, 
what  they  are  mutually  to  each  other,  and  then  what  they  are  to 
us,  and  lastly  what  they  are  to  God,  in  their  kind  ever  thankful 
so  that  it  is  conceived,  that  one  of  the  foulest  and  most  shamef 
things  that  the  creatures  shall  lay  to  man's  charge  at  the  day 
judgment,  is,  that  all  other  creatures  from  the  creation  have  been 
obedient  to  God  without  the  least  digression,  only  man  (for  whom 
and  for  whose  service  all  else  were  made)  hath  failed  in  his  ser- 
vice, and  proved  rebellious  and  unthankful. 

Joh.  Alstedii  Theolog.  Nat.       Justum  est  ut  crmtura  laudtt  Creatorem,  Iptt 
enim  ad  laudandum  Se  creavit.    Aug.  Origin. 

1 41 7,  Riches,  the  Danger  of  them  being  not 

well  used. 

In  an  artichoke,  there  is  a  little  picking  meat,  not  so  wholesome 
as  delicious,  and  nothing  to  that  it  shows  for ;  more  than  the 
tenth  part  is  unprofitable  leaves ;  and  besides,  there  is  a  core  in 
the  midst  of  it  that  will  choke  a  man  if  he  take  not  good  heed. 
Such  a  thing  is  wealth  that  men  so  covetously  desire  ;  it  is  like 
some  kind  of  fish,  so  full  of  bones  and  unseen,  that  no  man  can  eat  of 
them  without  great  danger.  The  rich  man's  wealth  is  very  trouble- 
some to  the  outward  man,  like  a  long  garment  that  is  too  wide, 
if  he  tread  upon  it,  he  may  chance  to  catch  a  fall,  a  fall  into  muc 
discontent  and  envy  of  the  world  ;  but  to  the  soul,  riches,  if  nc 
well  employed,  prove  very  pernicious,  making  a  man  vainly  cor 
dent ;  thinking  that  he  is  so  walled  and  moated  about,  that  he  i 
out  of  all  gunshot  when  he  is  more  open  to  danger  than  a  poor 
man,  then  they  make  him  proud :  and  pride,  saith  St  Bema 
is  the  rich  man's  cozen,  it  blows  him  up  like  a  bladder  with  a  qui 
then  he  grows  secure,  and  so  falls  into  sudden  ruin. 

S.  Ota,  Exposit.  on  Judt.         Si  recti  fruerii,  non  est  ut  copia  major  Ai  [ 
donari  possit  tiii.  Ausonius. 
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1418.  Mortification,  the  Great  Necessity 
thereof. 

Some  physicians  hold  that  in  every  two  years  there  is  such  store 
of  ill  humours  and  excrementitious  matter  engendered  in  the  body 
of  man,  that,  if  not  by  physic  purged  out,  a  vessel  of  one  hundred 
ounces  will  scarce  contain  them,  so  that,  according  to  this  account, 
in  a  short  time  the  whole  body  would  be  morbus  complicatus, 
nothing  but  diseases.  If  it  be  so  then  in  the  body,  what  shall  we 
think  of  the  soul  ?  Certainly  there  is  a  world  of  wickedness  and 
superfluity  of  naughtiness,  even  a  bed  of  spiritual  diseases,  daily 
gathered  and  got  together  in  the  sin-sick  sou! ;  purged  therefore  it 
must  needs  be  by  the  practice  of  mortification,  according  to  that 
of  the  Apostle,  Mortify  therefore  your  earthly  members,  Col.  Hi.  5, 
not  as  those  religious  Roman  Bedlams  that  whip  and  lash  their 
xxlies,  but  to  deaden  that  body  of  sin,  that  it  may  not  have  do- 
minion over  us,  nor  reign  in  our  mortal  bodies. 

The  Ntalanders*  Cure.        Scelmtm  colltwies,  farrago  vitiorum,  trrorum  turbo, 
hid.  de  Sum.  Bom. 

1 4 19.  The  Excellency  of  Unity  in  Church 

and  Commonwealth. 

Plisv  writes  of  a  certain  stone  called  lapis  Tyrrhenus,  that 
grandis  innatat,  comminuius  mergiiur  ;  while  it  is  whole  and  entire, 
it  swims  aloft,  but  if  it  be  broken  into  pieces,  every  piece  and 
pqtce)  sinks  to  the  bottom.  So  the  church  and  commonwealth  by 
unity  float  and  swim  aloft,  and  are  supported  and  kept  above 
water ;  but  if  they  crumble  into  sects  and  factions,  and  divide  into 
■rta  and  parties,  like  those  that  fled  to  Frankfort  in  Queen  Mary's 
lay.  or  that  uncommunion-like  sacramentarian  difference,  that 
made  Strigelius  wish  himself  in  his  grave,  they  are  near  unto  de- 
struction r  for  unity  is  the  life  and  soul  of  both  church  and  state: 
da  unum  et  popttlus  est,  telle  unum  et  turba  est,  a  disgTegation  rather 
than  a  congregation,  confusion  rather  than  order  or  government. 


ffat.  Hitt.,  Lib.  ii.       M.  Adamus  in  Vita  Slrigelii.       Dr.  Elbotvw,  Visitat. 

Serm.,  1637. 

VOL.  IL  7 
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1420.  Love,  the  Great  PVcrnt  thereof  to  be 
Deplored. 

As  in  the  days  of  Deborah  there  was  neither  spear  nor  shield,  Judg 
y.  8,  as  in  the  days  of  Saul  there  was  no  smith  in  Israel,  1  San 
xiii.  19,  as  in  the  days  of  Solomon,  there  was  no  manna  to  ' 
found,  1  Kings  viii.,  as  on  the  mountains  of  Gilboa  no  ra 
2  Sam.  Lai,  in  Gilead  no  balm,  Jer.  viii.  22,  no  flowers  in 
shan,  in  Shechem  no  com,  being  sowed  with  salt,  Judges  ix.  45 
in  Tyrus  no  ships,  in  Cimmeria  no  light :  so  in  England  no  love,< 
(which  is  to  be  deplored)  but  a  little  ;  we  have  plenty  of  all  thing 
but  of  love.    If  there  be  a   hundred  men  in  a  town  or  plac 
scarce  two  love  together  and  agree  as  they  should  ;  and  in  th 
worse  than  devils,  seven  of  them  could  agree  in  Mary  Magdale 
and  a  legion  in  another,  which  is  seven  thousand  six  hundred  an 
twenty-two,  as  Vegetius  and  Varro  affirm;  but  scarce  seven  men  ( 
seven  hundred  love  as  brethren.  It  cannot  be  said  with  St.  Paul, 
touching  brotherly  love  you  need  not  that  I  write  unto  you,  2  The 
iv.  9.  For  most  men  in  our  days  are  either  brethren  and  not  good  fel 
lows,  or  else  good  fellows  and  not  brethren.  The  composition  is  1 
there  be  few  Philadelphians  in  the  world  ;  schismatics  are  all  fo; 
the  brotherhood,  and  nothing  for  fellowship  :  on  the  cont 
wicked  atheists  are  all  for  fellowship,  and  nothing  for  brotherhood 
so  that  such  are  the  divisions  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  midst  1 
us,  not  as  Laban's  sheep  into  three  companies,  some  white,  son 
black,  some  speckled,  but  into  threescore  (if  possible  into  mor 
so  that  there  is  little  love,  and  less  agreement ;  but  God  (it  is 
be  hoped)  will  make  us  friends  in  Heaven,  where  all  injuries  sha 
be  forgotten. 

S.  OUt'  Explanat.  on  Ep.  of  Jude.       Kara  at  concur  J;  j  frairum.  Ovid. 

142 1.  Alms-giving,  how  to  be  Regulated. 

Selymus  the  Great  Turk,  as  he  lay  languishing  (his  incural 
disease  still  increasing),  leaning  his  head  in  the  lap  of  Pyrrhus 
Bassa,  whom  of  all  others  he  most  loved :  I  see,  said  he,  O  Pyrrhi 
I  must  shortly  die  without  remedy.     Whereupon  the  great  ~ 
took  occasion  to  talk  with  him  of  many  great  matters,  an 
amongst  others,  that  it  would  please  him  to  give  order  for  the 
bestowing  of  the  great  wealth,  taken  from  the  Persian  merchs 
in  divers  places  of  his  empire  ;  persuading  him  to  bestow 
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upon  some  notable  hospital  for  relief  of  the  poor.    To  whom 
Iymus  replied,  Wouldst  thou,  Pyrrhus,  that  I  should  bestow 
ither  men's  goods,  wrongfully  taken  from  them,  upon  works  of 
charity  and  devotion  for  my  own  vain-glory  and  praise  1  Assur- 
edly I  will  never  do  it ;  nay,  see  they  be  given  again  to  the  right 
iwners  :  which  was  forthwith  done  accordingly.    What  a  shame 
then  is  this  to  Christians,  who  minding  nothing  less  than  restitu- 
""  n.  make  ex  rapina  holocaustum  :  out  of  a  world  of  ill-gotten 
pods,  they  cull  out  some  small  fragments  to  erect  some  poor 
ospital,  having  cheated  thousands,  build  alms-houses  for  some 
w,  and  then  set  a  glorious  inscription  in  the  front,  whereas  this 
one  word.  Aceldama,  would  be  far  more  proper.     But  this  is  not 
'ie  right  way  of  almsgiving.     Take  heed  how  you  do  your  alms, 
ith  our  Saviour,  Matt.  vi.  1  ;  where  the  word  alms  is,  in  the 
yriac,  justice  ;  showing  that  alms  should  be  of  things  well  gotten, 
hen  a  man  is  able  to  say,  This,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  is  the 
ruit  of  my  own  labour  ;  and  then,  too,  he  that  gives  alms  to  the 
>oor,  must  do  it  with  discretion,  omni pctenti,  non  omnia  petcnti,  to 
every  one  that  doth  ask,  but  not  everything  that  he  doth  ask. 

'.  Knells'  Hist.  Turk.  Dcjustis  laboribus  /aeunjii  sunt  tlanuisymz,  &v. 
Aug.  de  Dh>U.  NoLz  Ministrorum  Lend,  in  Uc,  Aug.  Lib.'\,,Strm, 
jl'.ih.  in  Monte. 

1422.  Unanimity,  the  Excellency  thereof. 

)avid  and  Jonathan  had  but  one  heart,  1  Sam.  xviii.  1 ;  Euse- 
and  Pamphilus  Martyr,  but  one  name ;  Pylades  and  Orestes, 
,e  life  ;  Ruth  and  Naomi  but  one  affection  ;  of  Basil  and 
izene,  it  is  said  that  anima  una  erat  indusa  in  duobus 
vribus,  there  was  but  ODe  soul  shut  up  in  two  bodies ;  and 
e  was  a  whole  multitude  but  as  one  man,  Acts  iv.  32.    O  the 
llenty  of  unanimity,  unanimity  of  truth,  not  of  error  I  Happy 
were  those,  when  amongst  the  people  there  was  cor  unum, 
una,  one  heart  and  one  way  to  walk  in,  when  they  were  all 
as  one  man,  which  made  their  very  enemies  to  say  of  them, 
r  ut  tnvicem  se  diligunt,  See  how  these  Christians  love  one 
cr,  how  they  knit  and  close  together.    But  now  it  is  come  to, 
ut  irtvicem  sc  oderunt,  Behold  how  they  hate  one  another, 
and  separate  one  from  another,  the  master  to  the  church, 
ss  to  the  chamber,  the  servant  to  the  fields,  yet  all  in 
;  some  to  the  sacrament,  some  to  breaking  of  bread, 
to  neither,  yet  all  in  one  parish ;  their  hearts  are  di- 
tbe  cord  of  love  is  untwisted ;  they  may  sing  and  say, 


too  SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &c 

Come,  Holy  Ghost,  but  no  marvel  that  He  comes  no  faster, 
are  not  of  one  mind,  accord  is  wanting,  and  therefore  not  fit 
the  Spirit  to  come  into  them. 

.S.  Ota'  Expianat.  on  "Jude.      Euseiius  in  Hist.      En  quo  discordia  civil  i 
dilxit  miseros.    Virg.  Eclog,  i. 

1423.  The  Formal  Christian  described. 

In  the  History  of  the  World  Encompassed  by  Sir  Francis  Drake,  it 
is  recorded,  that  in  a  certain  island  to  the  southward  of  Celebes, 
among  the  trees,  night  by  night  did  show  themselves  an  infinite 
swarm  of  fiery-seeming  worms,  flying  in  the  air,  whose  bodies  no 
bigger  than  an  ordinary  fly,  did  make  a  show  and  give  such  light  as 
if  every  twig  on  every  tree  had  been  a  lighted  candle,  or  as  if  that 
place  had  been  the  starry  sphere.  This  was  but  a  semblance,  but 
an  appearance  ;  no  more  is  that  of  all  formal  Christians,  but  a 
flaunt,  but  a  flourish,  their  knowledge  is  but  a  form,  their  godliness 
a  figure,  their  zeal  a  flash,  all  they  do  but  a  shadow  of  what  they 
should  do ;  they  make  use  of  God  for  their  own  purposes,  and 
care  only  to  make  divine  authority  a  colour  for  their  own  hypo- 
critical designs.  In  whose  silent  faces  are  written  the  characters  j 
of  religion,  which  their  tongues  and  gestures  pronounce,  but  their 
hands  recant,  whose  mouths  belie  their  hearts,  and  fingers  oppose 
their  mouths. 

Anas  Rtdivivus,  by  Ph.  Nichols.     JoA.  Trapp,  Com.  on  Evang.      Odi  virion 
duplticm  natuin,  Bonum  sertnonibust  iiiimkum  moribus. 

1424.  God  Afflicting  His  Children  to  try 
their  Sincerity. 

As  a  father  will  sometimes  cross  his  son  to  try  the  child's  disposi- 
tion, to  see  how  he  will  take  it,  whether  he  will  mutter  and  grumKH 
at  it,  and  grow  humorous  and  wayward,  neglect  his  duty  to  his 
father,  because  his  father  seemeth  to  neglect  him  ;  or  make  offer 
to  run  away  and  withdraw  himself  from  his  father's  obedience, 
because  he  seems  to  carry  himself  harshly  and  roughly  toward  him, 
and  to  provoke  him  thereunto :  so  doth  God  ofttimes  cross  His 
children,  and  seemeth  to  neglect  them,  to  try  their  disposition, 
what  metal  they  are  made  of,  how  they  stand  affected  toward  Him, 
whether  they  will  neglect  Him,  because  He  seemeth  to  neglect 
them  ;  cease  to  depend  on  Him,  because  He  seemeth  not  10  look 
after  them,  and  say  with  Jehoram's  profane  pursuivant,  This  evil  ii 
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lot 


of  God,  and  why  should  I  depend  upon  Him  any  longer  t  2  Kings 
A  33  ;  or  whether  they  will  constantly  cleave  unto  Him,  though 
He  seem  to  cast  them  off;  and  say  with  Isaiah,  Yet  will  I  wait 
upon  God,  though  He  hide  His  face  from  us,  and  I  will  look  for 
Him  though  He  look  not  for  us,  Isa.  viii.  17  ;  and  with  Job, 
Though  He  slay  me  yet  will  I  trust  in  Him,  Job  xiii.  15  ;  and  with 
the  heathen,  iratum  colere  numert,  to  worship  even  an  angry  God  ; 
and  with  the  Cynic  to  his  master  Antistenes,  Nullus  tarn  durus 
trii  bacu/us,  cW.,  There  shall  be  no  cudgel  to  be  found  so  crabbed 
u  shall  beat  me  from  you. 

T.  Calater,  David's  Remembrancer,  a  Serm. 
pitur  aitrvrn,  &c.  Aug.  in  Psat.  lx 
Dtog.  LaerU 


In  fomace  aniet palta,  et pur- 
Seneta  ad  Manet,  cap.  13. 


1425.  The  Originality  and  Excellency  of  the 
Hebrew  Tongue. 

There  are  three  tongues  that  are,  in  a  more  especial  manner, 
famous  all  over  the  world,  the  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew :  the 
propter  regnum,  because  of  the  monarchy  of  the  Romans  ;  who 
ey  subjected  the  people  which  they  did  conquer  to  their  laws 
customs,  so  did  they  force  them  to  learn  their  language  :  the 
propter  dotirinam,  because  in  it  the  great  philosophers  and 
men  of  the  world  left  the  monuments  of  their  wisdom  an  ' 
tag  to  posterity :  the  third  propter  Deum,  because  in  it  Go 
vered  His  law,  and  the  interpretation  of  it  by  Moses  and  the 
hots  to  the  people  of  Israel  His  chosen.  The  Latin  is  a  com- 
mon tongue,  the  Greek  a  copious  tongue,  but  Hebrew  the  most 
ent  and  holy  tongue  ;  for  antiquity,  the  tongue  of  Adam;  for 
ty,  the  tongue  of  God.  In  this  tongue  God  spake  to  the 
ts  and  patriarchs  ;  in  this  tongue  the  angels  spake  to  men  ; 
is  tongue  the  prophets  wrote  the  Old  Testament ;  and  in  this 
e,  as  is  thought,  shall  the  saints  speak,  and  sing  praises  unto 
in  Heaven. 


I  sigh,  Critica  Sacra  in  Vet.  Test,  in  prtefat. 
mt,  &*e.       Joh.  Drusii  Observ.  Sacra,  Lit  xv. 
Tttt.  Apoc.  xix.  4. 


y$k  Buxtorph  dt  Ori- 
Will.  Fulk  en  Riicm. 


426.  Justice  Commutative  to  Do  as  we  would 
be  Done  by. 

ItamttJB  the  emperor  had  that  sentence  of  our  Saviour  often  in 
Us  mouth,  Quod  tibi  twn  vis  fieri,  alteti  ne  feceris,  Whatsoever  ye 
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would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them,  Matt, 
vii.  12,  and  commanded  it  to  be  proclaimed  by  the  crier,  whenso- 
ever he  punished  such  of  his  soldiers  as  had  offered  injury  to 
others.  And,  without  all  doubt,  for  a  man  to  do  as  he  would  be 
done  by  is  the  royal  law,  the  standard  of  equity,  the  golden  rule, 
according  to  which  we  must  square  and  frame  all  our  actions  and 
transactions  with  others  ;  and  were  but  men  as  faithful  disciples  of 
active  charity  as  they  are  for  the  most  part  doctors  of  the  passive, 
the  work  would  soon  be  done.  Jt  is  confessed  that  charity  begins 
at  home,  how  is  that  1  in  regard  of  order,  but  not  in  regard  of 
time  i  for  as  soon  as  a  man  begins  to  love  himself,  he  must  love 
his  neighbour  as  himself,  neither  may  any  man  at  any  time  hide 
himself  from  his  own  flesh,  that  is,  from  his  neighbour  of  the  same 
stock  with  himself,  Isa.  lviii.  j. 

Wolfg.  Latitu,  de  Reb.  Gat.  Romanorum.       /Elius  Spartinnus.       QmoJ  j 
flits  nolit fieri,  non  in/erat  ul/i.    ftvsper.       J.  Trapp  on  Evang. 

1427.  God  Exercising  the  Graces  of  His 
Children. 

Tke  nurse  goeth  aside  from  the  child  to  teach  it  to  find  its  fe 
and  see  how  it  will  go  alone.  The  eagle,  when  her  young  on 
are  fledged,  turneth  them  out  of  the  nest,  not  beareth  them  on  her 
wings,  as  at  other  times  she  was  wont  to  do  ;  but  that  she  may 
ensure  them  to  fly,  flieth  from  them,  and  leaveth  them  to  shift  for 
themselves.  Thus  God  seems  to  withdraw  Himself  from  His 
children,  to  exercise  those  excellent  graces  of  patience  and  confi- 
dence in  him,  that  like  tapers  burn  clearest  in  the  dark  ;  to  teach 
them  to  swim  without  bladders,  and  to  go  without  crutches  ;  as 
not  to  trust  in  themselves,  so  not  to  trust  in  the  means,  but  in  him 
that  worketh  by  them,  and  can  as  well  work  for  them  without  them 
when  they  fail. 

Bas.  Seleuc.  Horn.  jcxi.        Ttntat  ut  probet  Dan.  Aug. 

1428.  Inhumanity  Condemned. 

Benzo,  relating  the  Spaniards'  cruelty  upon  the  poor  natives 
America,  saith,  that  in  one  of  their  islands,  called  Hispaniola, 
twenty  hundred  thousand  when  the  people  stood  untouched, 
did  not  think  that  at  the  time  when  he  penned  his  history,  thi 
were  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  souls  left  alive  ;  whereupon 
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breaks  out  into  a  passionate  exclamation  upon  the  horror  of  such 
inhumanity  :  O  quot  Nerones,  quot  Domitiani,  quot  Commodi,  quo/ 
Bassiani,  quot  immites  Dionysii  ecu  terras  peragravere  /  O,  how 
many  Neros,  how  many  Domitians,  with  other  the  like  infamous, 
egregious  tyrants,  have  harrowed  those  countries  !  But  had  Benzo 
lived  to  have  written  the  history  of  our  times,  he  might  have  truly 
said,  Barbarous  and  inhuman  Christendom  !  men  of  blood  and 
cruelty  !  whose  hearts  are  so  bound  and  confirmed  with  sinews  of 
iron,  that  they  are  no  more  moved  with  the  life  of  man,  than  if  a 
dog  had  fallen  before  them  ;  so  fallen  from  their  kind,  as  if  rocks 
had  fathered  them,  and  they  had  sucked  the  dragons  in  the  deserts, 
rather  than  the  daughters  of  men  ;  non  in  compendium,  sed  Decidendi 
causa  oceidentes,  murdering  upon  every  occasion,  and  killing  be- 
cause they  delight  in  killing;  whereas  the  care  and  study  not  only 
of  Christians,  but  of  civil  and  good  natured  people,  should  be, 
Farce  civium  sanguini.  Spare  the  blood  of  men,  because  they  are 
all  kinsmen  and  brethren  in  the  flesh. 

In  Hist.  Afoot  Orbis.      Ah  nimium  facitesl  quitrisia  criminacizdis,  Ftitminea 
tvlti  posse  putatis  aqua.    Ovid,  Fast.  ii.        Seneca  de  Clem.  Lib.  ii. 

1429.  How  far  there  may  be  a  Lawful  Com- 
pliance -with  others  of  Different  Judgment. 

Sr.  Augustine,  preaching  to  the  Roman  colonies  in  Africa,  spake 
broken  barbarous  Latin,  to  the  end  they  might  understand  him. 
When  I  come  to  Rome,  saith  St.  Ambrose  to  Monica,  the  mother 
of  St  Augustine,  I  fast  on  the  Saturday ;  when  I  am  at  Milan, 
I  fast  not  Calvin  was  cast  out  of  Geneva  for  refusing  to  ad- 
minister the  Lord's  Supper  with  water  cakes  or  unleavened  bread  ; 
de  quo,  restitutio,  nunquam  contendendum  putavit,  of  which,  being 
afterwards  restored,  he  thought  best  to  make  no  words,  but  to 
yield ;  though  he  let  them  know  he  would  rather  it  were  otherwise. 
Thus  it  was  that  Christ  Himself  is  said  to  come  eating  and  drink- 
ing. Matt  xi.  19,  and  to  sit  at  meat  with  publicans  and  sinners, 
Lake  v.  30.  And  thus  must  all  of  us  do,  with  St  Paul,  be  all 
things  to  all  men,  that  we  may  win  some,  t  Cor.  ix.  22;  to  turn 
ourselves  into  all  shapes  and  fashions  both  of  speech  and  spirit  to 
to  win  men  unto  God,  to  make  use  of  things  indifferent,  to  do 
what  we  can  to  preserve  our  good  esteem  with  others,  that  we 
may  the  sooner  prevail  with  them;  and,  whatsoever  church  we 
coote  to,  (jus  morem  servare,  to  do  as  they  do.  not  giving  offence 
carelessly,  nor  taking  offence  causelessly  ;  the  defect  whereof  is 
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of  this 


charged  upon  the  best,  when  Christ  said,  The  children  of 
world  are  wiser  in  their  generation  than  the  children  of  light,  Luke 
xvi.  8, 

Conr.  Zuingeri  Theatrum  Hum.  Vita.       Theod.  Beta  in  Vita.      J.  Trapps 
Com.  on  the  Evangel.       Roma  Tiiur  amo,  6fc. 

1430.  Rulers  and  Men  in  Authority  subject  to 

many  Failings  in  Government. 

The  Bithynians,  being  convented  before  Claudius  the  emperor, 
cry  down  Junius  Clio,  that  he  may  be  president  over  them  no 
longer.  The  noise  being  somewhat  confused,  the  emperor  under- 
stood not  their  desires,  and  thereupon  demanded  of  those  next 
him  what  the  people  would  have  ;  Narcissus,  a  familiar,  or  rather 
an  auricular  buzz  of  the  court,  answered,  like  a  false  echo,  that  the 
people  gave  his  excellency  great  thanks  for  their  last  president, 
and  requested  the  continuance  of  him  to  be  still  over  them.  The 
emperor  meaning  well,  but  ill  informed  (to  gratify  them  as  he 
thought,)  assigned  them  their  old  president  again,  whereby  the 
emperor  was  abused,  and  the  people  still  oppressed,  whereas  they 
had  been  eased,  had  it  not  been  for  the  misinterpretation  of  a 
crooked  interpreter.  Thus  it  is  that  rulers  and  men  in  power,  by 
reason  of  flesh  and  blood  do  travail  with  infirmity,  and  bring  forth 
escapes.  The  wisest  governors  that  in  speculation  of  justice  are 
admirable  in  their  practice  may  be  quite  transported ;  they  that  in 
thesi  are  sharp,  in  the  application  are  ofttimes  very  dull.  They 
may  do  wrong  turn  voluntate  nocctidi,  not  with  purpose  to  do  ill, 
sed  necessitate  nesciendi,  because  they  cannot  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  right ;  many  biasses  they  have  to  draw  them  awTy ; 
affection  at  one  time  may  dazzle  their  eyes,  and  wrong  intelligen 
at  another  time  abuse  their  ear. 

Tacitus.  Suetonius.  Xyfhilin  in  Claud.  Geo.  Simile's  Anat.  of  Mortalil 
Magistmtus  est  medicus  civitatis ;  beneque praest,  quijuvat,  &-c.  7'Aney 
Lib.  vi. 

1 43 1 .  The  Least  Degree  of  true  Saving  Fait  I 

accepted  by  God. 

Smoke  is  of  the  same  nature  with  flame  ;  for  what  is  flame 
smoke  set  on  fire  1    The  least  spark  of  fire,  if  cherished,  will  er 
deavour  to  rise  above  the  air,  as  well  as  the  greatest :  so,  a  litt 
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grace  may  be  true  grace,  as  the  filings  of  gold  are  as  good  gold 
(though  nothing  so  much  of  it)  as  the  w  hole  wedge.  A  reed  shaken 
with  the  wind  is  taken  for  a  thing  very  contemptible  at  the  best, 
Matth.  xi.  7.  How  much  more  when  it  is  bruised  1  The  wick  of 
a  candle  is  little  worth,  and  yet  less  when  it  comes  to  smoke,  as 
yielding  neither  light  nor  heat,  but  only  stink  and  annoyance,  such 
as  men  bear  not  with,  but  tread  out  So  doth  not  God,  who  hath 
a  singular  sagacity,  and  can  soon  resent  the  least  of  provocations ; 
yet  the  bruised  reed  He  will  not  break,  and  the  smoking  flax  he 
will  not  quench ;  nay,  the  very  pantings,  inquietations,  and  the 
unsatisfiableness  in  the  matter  of  grace  spring  from  the  truth  of 
grace,  and  are  such  as  God  makes  high  esteem  of. 

y.  Trafp,  Exposit.  en  Matthew.       Turrfa  sold  magnis  rebut  inase  fidts,  Ovid, 

Ep.  16. 

1432.  Gods  Children  afflicted  to  make  them 
Perfect. 

A  physician  or  surgeon,  when  he  meeteth  with  a  sore  festered, 
or  full  of  dead  flesh,  he  applieth  some  sharp  corrosive  to  eat  out 
the  dead  flesh,  that  would  otherwise  spoil  the  cure  ;  which  being 
done,  the  patient,  it  may  be  impatient  of  anguish  and  pain,  cries 
out  to  have  it  removed  ;  no,  says  the  surgeon,  it  must  stay  there 
till  it  have  eaten  to  the  quick,  and  effected  that  thoroughly  for 
which  it  is  applied  ;  commanding  those  that  are  about  him,  to  see 
that  nothing  be  stirred  till  he  come  again  to  him.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  patient  being  much  pained,  counts  every  minute  an 
hour  till  the  surgeon  come  back  again ;  and  if  he  stay  long, 
thinketh  that  he  hath  forgotten  him,  or  that  he  is  taken  up 
with  other  patients,  and  will  not  return  in  any  reasonable  time  ; 
when,  as  it  may  be,  he  is  all  the  while  but  in  the  next  room  to 
hiro,  attending  the  hour  glass  purposely  set  up  till  the  plaister 
have  had  its  full  operation.  Thus  in  the  self-same  manner  doth 
God  deal  ofttimes  with  His  dearest  children,  as  David,  Psalm 
xxxix.  10,  and  St  Paul,  2  Cor.  xii.  7.  The  one  was  instant  more 
than  once  or  twice  to  be  rid  of  that  evil ;  and  the  other  cries  out 
a*  East,  Take  away  the  plague  from  me,  for  I  am  even  consumed, 
&c,*but  God  makes  both  of  them  to  stay  His  time.  He  saw  in 
them,  as  in  all  others,  much  dead  flesh,  much  corrupt  matter  be- 
hind, that  was  as  yet  to  be  eaten  out  of  their  souls;  He  will  have 
the  cross  to  have  its  full  work  upon  us,  not  to  come  out  of  the  fire 
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as  we  went  in,  not  to  come  off  the  fire  as  foul  and  as  full  of  scum 

as  we  were  first  set  on. 

T.  Galaker,  David's  Remembrancer,  a  Sermon.  JViM  prodest  medkamen- 
turn,  nisi  quis  ejus  prius  concoxerit  amaritudinem,  &¥.  Thryver.  in 
Apophthegm. 

1433.  Resurrection  of  the  Just  asserted. 

Trees  and  other  vegetables  in  the  winter  time  appear  to  the  ey 
and  view  of  all  men,  as  if  they  were  withered  and  quite  dead  ;  y 
when  the  spring  time  comes,  they  become  alive  again,  and  ( 
before)  do  bring  forth  their  buds,  blossoms,  leaves  and  fruit ;  the 
reason  is,  because  the  body,  grain,  and  arms  of  the  tree  are  all 
joined  and  fastened  to  the  root,  where  the  sap  and  moisture  lies 
all  the  winter  time,  and  from  thence  by  reason  of  so  near  conjunc- 
tion, it  is  derived  in  the  spring-time  to  all  the  parts  of  the  tree. 
Even  so  the  bodies  of  men  have  their  winter  also,  and  that  is  in 
death,  in  which  time  they  are  turned  into  dust,  and  so  remain  for 
a  time  dead  and  rotten  ;  yet  in  the  spring-time,  that  is,  in  the  last 
day,  at  the  resurrection  of  all  flesh,  then  by  means  of  the  mystical 
union  with  Christ,  His  divine  and  quickening  virtue  shall  stream 
and  flow  from  thence  to  all  the  bodies  of  His  elect,  and  chosen 
members,  and  cause  them  to  live  again,  and  that  to  life  eternal. 

Geo.  Strode,  Anatomy  of  Mortality.      Surrexit  Christus,  cjcullct  unrversus 
mundus,  o-r.    Aug.  in  Paschate. 

1434,  The  Inestimable  Value  of  Christ  Jesus. 

Charles  Duke  of  Burgundy  being  slain  in  battle  by  the  Swiss  at 
Nantz,  anno  1476,  had  a  jewel  of  very  great  value,  which  being 
found  about  him,  was  sold  by  a  soldier  to  a  priest  for  a  crown  in 
money,  the  priest  sold  it  for  two  crowns  :  afterwards  it  was  sold 
for  seven  hundred  florins,  then  for  twelve  thousand  ducats,  and  last 
of  all  for  twenty  thousand  ducats,  and  set  into  the  pope's  triple 
crown,  where  it  is  to  be  seen  at  this  day.  But  Christ  Jesus  is  a 
commodity  of  far  more  value,  better  than  rubies,  Prov.  viii.  n, 
saith  Solomon,  and  all  the  things  that  may  be  desired  are  not  to 
be  compared  to  Him  ;  He  is  that  pearl  of  price  which  thevner- 
chant  purchased  with  alt  that  ever  he  had,  Matth.  xiii.  46.  No 
man  can  buy  such  gold  too  dear ;  Joseph,  then  a  precious  jewel 
of  the  world,  was  far  more  precious,  had  the  Ishmaelitish  mer- 
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chants  known  so  much,  than  all  the  balms  and  myrrhs  that  they 
transported,  Gen.  xxxvii.  28,  and  so  is  Christ,  as  all  will  yield  thai 
know  Him. 

Jok.  Ilenr,,  Ahttdii  Chronohpa.       Omnia  habemus  in  Chrtsto  ft  omnia  in 
nobis  Chriitus,  Ambrot. 

1435.  To  Depend  upon  God's  Bare  Word. 

The  earth  that  we  tread  on,  though  it  be  a  massive,  dull,  heavy 
body,  yet  it  hangeth  in  the  midst  of  the  air,  environed  by  the 
heavens,  and  keepeth  its  place  steady,  and  never  stirreth  an  inch 
from  it,  having  no  props  or  shores  to  uphold  it,  no  beams  or  bars 
to  fasten  it,  nothing  to  stay  or  establish  it  but  the  Word  of  God  ; 
in  like  manner  must  we  learn  to  depend  upon  the  bare  Word  of 
God  ;  and  when  all  other  aids  and  comforts  have  taken  their 
leave  of  us,  then  to  rest  and  rely  upon  God  Himself,  and  His 
infallible,  unfailable  word  of  promise,  not  on  the  outward  pledges 
and  pawns  of  His  Providence,  nor  on  the  ordinary  effects  and 
fruits  of  His  favour ;  so  shall  we  see  light  even  in  the  midst  of 
darkness,  and  be  able  to  discern  the  sweet  sunshine  of  His  blessed 
countenance  through  the  thickest  clouds  of  His  fiercest  wrath  and 
displeasure. 

T.  Gataker,  David's  Remembrancer,  a  Sermon.        Nil  desptrandum,  Christo 
Jut  e,  Juvenal. 

1436.  The  Day  of  Death  better  than  the 
Day  of  Life. 

Plato  roaketh  mention  of  Agamedes  and  Trophonius,  who  after 
they  had  builded  the  temple  of  Apollo  Delphicus,  they  begged  of 
God,  that  He  would  grant  to  them  that  which  would  be  most  be- 
neficial  for  them  ;  who  after  this  suit  made,  went  to  bed,  and  there 
slept  their  last,  being  both  found  dead  the  next  morning  ;  where- 
upon it  was  concluded  that  it  was  better  to  die  than  to  live. 
Whilst  I  call  things  past  to  mind  (said  that  incomparable  Queen 
Elizabeth)  I  behold  things  present ;  and  whilst  I  expect  things  to 
come,  I  hold  them  happiest  that  go  hence  soonest.  And  most 
true  it  is,  that  death  being  mterni  natalis,  the  birthday  of  eternity, 
as  Seneca  at  unawares  calls  it;  and  if  death  like  unto  the  gathering 
host  of  Dan,  Numb.  x.  35,  come  last  into  the  field  to  gather  the  lost 
and  forlorn  hope  of  this  world,  that  they  may  be  found  in  a  better, 
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needs  must  then  be  the  day  of  death  better  than  the  day  of  life. 
Therefore  as  a  witty  man1  closed  up  a  paper  of  verses  concerning 
worldly  calamities  and  natural  vexations —  * 

What  then  remains,  but  that  we  still  should  cry 
Not  to  be  born,  or  being  born,  to  die  1 

Jn  Axico.       Cuil.  Camdtni  Eliiab.       Nonne  mori  satius,  &*c.  t  Claudian. 

1437.  Men  to  be  Prepared  for  Crosses,  Afflic- 

tions, Troubles,  &c. 

In  or  about  the  year  1626,  a  book  formerly  printed  and  entiruled, 
A  Preparation  to  the  Cross  of  Christ,  composed  by  John  Frith, 
rnartyr,  was  brought  to  the  market  in  Cambridge,  in  the  belly  of  a 
fish,  and  that  a  little  before  the  commencement  time,  when  by 
reason  of  the  confluence  of  much  people,  notice  might  be  given  to 
all  places  of  the  land,  which  (as  a  late  reverend  divine  observed) 
could  in  his  apprehension  be  construed  for  no  less  than  a 
heavenly  warning,  and  to  have  this  voice  with  it,  England  prepare 
for  the  cross.  A  great  work  of  God  it  was  to  be  sure,  and  a  fair 
warning  to  us  of  this  nation  before  the  sad  days  of  trouble  came, 
had  but  men  made  good  use  of  it ;  but,  surdo  narratur,  no  man 
prepared  for  the  cross,  since  which  time  here  hath  been  enough  of 
the  cross,  cross-doing,  and  cross-dealing  one  with  another,  and 
much  ado  hath  been  about  pulling  down  and  defacing  material 
crosses  (such  as  in  themselves  were  but  civil,  not  religious  marks, 
as  that  princely  Job  defined  them)  when  they  should  rather  have 
been  busied  in  pulling  down  the  old  man  out  of  their  hearts,  and 
so  made  way  for  spiritual  crosses,  and  been  prepared  for  the  worst 
of  times  that  could  be. 

Jer.  Dyke's  Fast  Semi,  at  Westminster.       A'.  Charles,  Ei'niv  BnviXucq. 

1438.  Mans  Extremity,  God's  Opportunity. 

Philo  the  Jew  being  employed  as  an  ambassador  or  messenger 
to  Caius  Caligula,  then  Emperor  of  the  Romans,  his  entertainment 
was  but  slight ;  for  he  had  no  sooner  spoke  on  the  behalf  of  his 
country,  but  was  commanded  to  depart  the  court :  whereupon  he 
told  his  people,  that  he  was  verily  persuaded  that  God  would  now 
do  something  for  them,  because  the  emperor  was  so  earnestly  bent 
against  them ;  and  certainly,  God's  help  is  then  nearest,  when 

1  Sir  Fr.  Bacon. 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &c. 


log 


man's  is  furthest  off ;  the  one's  extremity  made  the  other's  oppor- 
tunity ;  ubi  dtsinit  philosophies,  ituipit  medkus,  6*f.,  Where  the 
philosopher  ends,  there  the  physician  begins  ;  and  where  the  phy- 
sician endeth,  there  the  minister  beginneth  ;  and  where  man's  aid 
endeth,  there  God's  beginneth ;  deliverance  is  oft  nearest,  when 
destruction  seemeth  surest. 

Eitsehit  Hist.  Ub.  ii.  cap.  5.      Joseph.  Artti/uit.  Lib,  xviii.      Quum  dii/4ica»- 
turlaterts,  tunc  venit  Moses.  August, 

1439.  Parents  not  to  be  too  much  Dejected for 
the  Death  of  an  only  Son  or  Child. 

Abraham  was  ready  to  have  sacrificed  his  only  son  Isaac,  Gen. 
xxiL  10,  and  God  gave  His  only  Son  Christ  Jesus  to  death  for 
our  salvation.  It  is  most  true,  that  the  death  of  an  only  son  must 
needs  be  grievous,  and  the  cause  of  great  heaviness  and  lamenta- 
tion, Zech.  xii,  10.  But  let  all  disconsolate  parents  take  notice 
what  Elkanah  said  to  Hannah,  Am  not  I  better  to  you  than  ten 
sons  ?  1  Sain.  i.  8.  So  doth  God  say,  What  though  I  have  taken 
away  your  only  son,  the  child  of  your  delight,  there  is  no  just 
cause  of  complaint,  I  have  taken  but  my  own,  I  will  be  better 
than  ten  hundred  sons  to  you,  and  you  shall  one  day  find,  that  he 
is  but  gone  before,  as  your  feoffee  in  trust  to  take  possession,  and 
keep  a  place  for  you  in  Heaven. 

Geo.  Strode  s  Anal,  of  Mortality.         Vos  quibus  est  virtus,  muJiebrem  tollite 
luctnm.  //oral. 

1440.  How  it  is  that  Men  may  be  said  to 
Learn  of  Little  Children,  Dumb  Shows,  &c. 

Sextus  Tarquisius,  the  son  of  Lucius,  being  suborned  by  his 
father,  pretending  to  be  banished,  fled  fraudulently  to  the  Gabii, 
where  having  screwed  himself  so  much  into  their  bosoms,  as  he 
thought  was  sufficient  for  his  design,  sent  secretly  to  know  his 
father's  pleasure,  who  leading  the  messenger  into  the  garden, 
walked  a  while,  and  not  speaking  one  word,  with  his  staff  struck 
off  the  heads  of  the  daisies  which  grew  there ;  the  messenger 
reports  this  to  his  son,  who  thereupon  put  the  chief  noblemen  of 
the  Gabii  to  death,  and  so  by  force  and  injustice  usurped  a  power 
over  that  commonwealth.  Such  was  the  tacit  counsel  that  Periander 
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the  Corinthian  gave  unto  Thxasybulus  the  Tyrant  of  Athens,  when 
pulling  the  upper  ears,  he  made  all  the  standing  corn  equal,  inti- 
mating thereby  what  a  tyrant  must  do,  that  would  live  safe  and 
quiet.  Thus  it  was,  but  in  a  better  way,  and  a  far  better  sense, 
that  when  the  disciples  were  building  castles  in  the  air,  quarentts 
twn  qucermda,  seeking  who  should  be  highest  in  heaven,  when  they 
should  rather  have  been  enquiring  how  to  get  thither,  Christ  sets 
a  little  child  before  them,  Matth.  xviii.  z,  who  neither  thinks  great 
things  of  himself,  nor  seeks  great  things  for  himself ;  confuting 
hereby  their  preposterous  ambition  and  affectation  of  primacy. 
And  thus  it  is,  that  dumb  shows  may  be  said  to  speak  out  much 
to  the  purpose ;  and  speechless  children  read  many  a  significant 
lecture  to  the  sons  of  men  ;  as  of  simplicity,  humility,  innocency, 
ignocency,  &c,  not  of  childishness,  peevishness,  open-heartedness, 
Sec.  Non  pracipitur  ut  habeant  atatan,  sed  innocentiam parvulorum, 
not  of  their  age,  but  innocency  ;  whereupon  some  misunderstand- 
ing the  text  in  a  Nicodemical  way,  (as  one  Goldsmith,  an  Ana- 
baptist, and  Masseus,  a  Franciscan  friar,)  fell  to  abundance  of  more 
than  childish  folly. 

Polyanus,  Lit.  viiL  Frontmut,  Lib.  i.  cap.  i.  Plin.  Junior  de  Viris 
Ulustrituj.  Horat.  Aristotle,  Petit.  Lit.  iii.  rap.  13.  Benedict. 
Areiiut  in  lot.       Abrak.  Sckuittti  Annulet.      Sedul.  Lib.  iii.  cap.  I. 

1 44 1 .  God's  Judgments,  the  Causes  of  them 
to  be  Considered. 

Lay  a  book  open  before  a  child,  or  one  that  cannot  read,  he  may 
stare  and  gaze  upon  it,  but  he  can  make  no  use  of  it  at  all,  because 
he  understandeth  nothing  in  it ;  yet  bring  it  to  one  that  can  read, 
and  understandeth  the  language  that  is  written  in  it,  he  will  read 
you  many  stories  and  instructions  out  of  it ;  it  is  dumb  and  silent 
to  the  one,  but  speaketh  to,  and  talketh  with  the  other.  In  like 
manner  it  is  with  God's  judgments,  as  St.  Augustine  well  applies 
it ;  all  sorts  of  men  see  them,  but  few  are  able  aright  to  read  them 
or  to  understand  them  what  they  say ;  every  judgment  of  God  is 
a  real  sermon  of  reformation  and  repentance  ;  every  judgment 
hath  a  voice,  but  every  one  understands  not  this  voice  ;  as  St 
Paul's  companions,  when  Christ  spake  to  him,  they  heard  a  voice, 
and  no  more,  Acts  ix.  7.  But  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  Chris- 
tian to  listen  to  the  rod  and  Him  that  sent  it,  Mic.  vi.  9,  to  spell 
out  the  meaning  of  God's  anger,  to  enquire  and  find  out  the  cause 
•>{  the  cross,  and  the  ground  of  God's  hiding  His  face  ;  why  it  is 
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that  He  clealeth  so  harshly  with  them,  and  carrieth  Himself  so 
austerely  towards  them. 

T.  Gatater,  David's  Remembrancer.       Augustine  on  John  xxiv.  Norn- 
menta,  documents. 

1442.  The  Love  of  God  the  only  True  Love. 

Every  beam  of  light  proceeding  from  the  body  of  the  sun,  is 
either  direct,  broken,  or  reflex  ;  direct,  when  it  shineth  out  upon 
the  centre  in  a  lineary  motion  without  any  obliquity  ;  broken,  when 
it  meets  with  some  grosser  body,  so  that  it  cannot  shine  outright, 
but  is  enforced  to  incline  to  one  part  or  other,  and  therefore 
called  a  collateral  or  broken  light ;  reflex,  when  lighting  upon 
some  more  gross  body,  it  is  beaten  back,  and  so  reflects  upon  its 
first  principle.  Thus  let  the  sons  of  men  pretend  never  so  much 
to  the  love  of  God,  their  love  is  cither  a  broken  or  reflecting  love, 
seldom  direct ;  broken,  when  it  is  fixed  upon  the  things  of  this 
•world ;  reflex,  when  it  aims  at  self-interest :  whereas  the  love  of 
God  is  the  only  true  love,  a  direct  love  without  obliquity  ;  a  sin- 
cere love  without  reflection  ;  such  a  love  as  breaks  through  all  im- 
pediments, and  hath  nothing  in  Heaven  but  God,  and  desireth 
nothing  on  earth  in  comparison  of  Him,  Psalm  lxxiii.  25  ;  such  a 
love  as  looketh  upon  the  world  by  way  of  subordination,  but  upon 
God  by  way  of  eminency. 

Tko.  SUiptetoni  Prompt.  Moral  Don.  xvii.  post  Pcnttcost.       lUidiligunt Deum 
qui  non  almii,  &v.    Aug.  de  Vita  C/tristi. 

1443.  The  Active  Christian,  Object  of  the 
Devil  and  Wicked  Metis  Malice. 

Luther  was  offered  to  be  made  a  cardinal  if  he  would  be  quiet : 
he  answered,  No,  not  if  I  might  be  pope ;  and  defends  himself 
thus  against  those  that  thought  him  haply  a  proud  fool  for  his 
pains :  Inveniar  sane  superbus,  cVv.,  Let  me  be  counted  fool,  or 
anything,  said  he,  so  I  be  not  found  guilty  of  cowardly  silence. 
The  papists,  when  they  could  not  rule  him,  railed  at  him,  and 
called  him  an  apostate  ;  he  confesseth  the  action,  and  saith  :  I  am 
indeed  an  apostate,  but  a  blessed  and  holy  apostate,  one  that  hath 
fallen  off  from  the  devil.  Then  they  called  him  devil ;  but  what 
aid  bet  Prorsus  satan  est  Lutherus,  &*£..  Luther  is  a  devil,  be  it 
to  ;  but  Christ  liveth  and  reigneth,  that  is  enough  for  Luther  ;  so 
be  it.    Nay,  such  was  the  activity  of  Luther's  spirit,  that  when 
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the  Corinthian  gave  unto  Thrasybulus  the  Tyrant  of  Athens,  when 
pulling  the  upper  ears,  he  made  all  the  standing  com  equal,  inti- 
mating thereby  what  a  tyrant  must  do,  that  would  live  safe  and 
quiet.  Thus  it  was,  but  in  a  better  way,  and  a  far  better  sense, 
that  when  the  disciples  were  building  castles  in  the  air,  qumrentts 
?wn  quttrenda,  seeking  who  should  be  highest  in  heaven,  when  they 
should  rather  have  been  enquiring  how  to  get  thither,  Christ  sets 
a  little  child  before  them,  Matth.  xviii.  2,  who  neither  thinks  great 
things  of  himself,  nor  seeks  great  things  for  himself;  confuting 
hereby  their  preposterous  ambition  and  affectation  of  primacy. 
And  thus  it  is,  that  dumb  shows  may  be  said  to  speak  out  much 
to  the  purpose  ;  and  speechless  children  read  many  a  significant 
lecture  to  the  sons  of  men  ;  as  of  simplicity,  humility,  innocency, 
ignocency,  &c,  not  of  childishness,  peevishness,  open-heartedness, 
&c  Non  pracipitur  ut  habeant  tztatem,  sed  innocentiam parvulorum, 
not  of  their  age,  but  innocency  ;  whereupon  some  misunderstand- 
ing the  text  in  a  Nicodemical  way,  (as  one  Goldsmith,  an  Ana- 
baptist, and  Masseus,  a  Franciscan  friar,)  fell  to  abundance  of  more 
than  childish  folly. 

Polyanus,  Lib.  viii.  Frontinut,  Lib.  i.  cap,  \.  PUn.  Junior  de  Virit 
Itliistribtts.  Horat.  Aristotle,  Polit.  Lib.  iii.  cap.  13.  Benedict, 
Arctius  tn  loc.       A  bra  A.  Sckulteli  Annales.      Otdul.  Lib.  iii.  cap.  1. 

1 44 1.  God's  "Judgments,  the  Causes  of  them 
to  be  Considered. 

Lay  a  book  open  before  a  child,  or  one  that  cannot  read,  he  may 
stare  and  gaze  upon  it,  but  he  can  make  no  use  of  it  at  all,  because 
he  understandeth  nothing  in  it ;  yet  bring  it  to  one  that  can  read, 
and  understandeth  the  language  that  is  written  in  it,  he  will  read 
you  many  stories  and  instructions  out  of  it ;  it  is  dumb  and  silent 
to  the  one,  but  speaketh  to,  and  talketh  with  the  other.  In  like 
manner  it  is  with  God's  judgments,  as  St.  Augustine  well  applies 
it ;  all  sorts  of  men  see  them,  but  few  are  able  aright  to  read  them 
or  to  understand  them  what  they  say  ;  every  judgment  of  God  is 
a  real  sermon  of  reformation  and  repentance ;  every  judgment 
hath  a  voice,  but  every  one  understands  not  this  voice  ;  as  St 
Paul's  companions,  when  Christ  spake  to  him,  they  heard  a  voice, 
and  no  more,  Acts  ix.  7.  But  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  Chris- 
tian to  listen  to  the  rod  and  Him  that  sent  it,  Mic.  vi.  9,  to  spell 
out  the  meaning  of  God's  anger,  to  enquire  and  find  out  the  cause 
of  the  cross,  and  the  ground  of  God's  hiding  His  face  ;  why  it  is 
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that  He  dealeth  so  harshly  with  them,  and  carrieth  Himself  so 
austerely  towards  them. 

T.  Cataitr,  David's  Remembrancer.      Augustine  on  John  xxiv.  Nacu- 
menia,  documenta. 

1442.  The  Dove  of  God  the  only  True  Dove. 

Every  beam  of  light  proceeding  from  the  body  of  the  sun,  is 
either  direct,  broken,  or  reflex  ;  direct,  when  it  shineth  out  upon 
the  centre  in  a  lineary  motion  without  any  obliquity  ;  broken,  when 
it  meets  with  some  grosser  body,  so  that  it  cannot  shine  outright, 
but  is  enforced  to  incline  to  one  part  or  other,  and  therefore 
called  a  collateral  or  broken  light ;  reflex,  when  lighting  upon 
some  more  gross  body,  it  is  beaten  back,  and  so  reflects  upon  its 
first  principle.  Thus  let  the  sons  of  men  pretend  never  so  much 
to  the  love  of  God,  their  love  is  either  a  broken  or  reflecting  love, 
seldom  direct ;  broken,  when  it  is  fixed  upon  the  things  of  this 
world ;  reflex,  when  it  aims  at  self-interest :  whereas  the  love  of 
God  is  the  only  true  love,  a  direct  love  without  obliquity  ;  a  sin- 
cere love  without  reflection  ;  such  a  love  as  breaks  through  all  im- 
pediments, and  hath  nothing  in  Heaven  but  God,  and  desireth 
nothing  on  earth  in  comparison  of  Him,  Psalm  lxxiii.  15  ;  such  a 
luve  as  looketh  upon  the  world  by  way  of  subordination,  but  upon 
God  by  way  of  eminency. 

Tho.  Stapletom  Prompt.  Moral  Dom.  xvii.  post  Penttcost.      Illi  diligunt Deum 
qui  non  aliud,  &v.    Aug.  de  Vita  Ckriiti. 

1443.  The  Active  Christian,  Object  of  the 
Devil  and  JVicked  Metis  Malice. 

Lutheb  was  offered  to  be  made  a  cardinal  if  he  would  be  quiet : 
be  answered,  No,  not  if  I  might  be  pope ;  and  defends  himself 
thus  against  those  that  thought  him  haply  a  proud  fool  for  his 
pains :  Inveiiiar  sane  superbus,  <W.,  Let  me  be  counted  fool,  or 
anything,  said  he,  so  1  be  not  found  guilty  of  cowardly  silence. 
The  papists,  when  they  could  not  rule  him,  railed  at  him,  and 
called  him  an  apostate  ;  he  confesseth  the  action,  and  saith  :  I  am 
indeed  an  apostate,  but  a  blessed  and  holy  apostate,  one  that  hath 
fallen  ofT  from  the  devil.  Then  they  called  him  devil ;  but  what 
'f  prorsus  satan  est  Lutherus,  6-c.  Luther  is  a  devil,  be  it 
t  Christ  liveth  and  reigneth,  that  is  enough  for  Luther ;  so 
t.    Nay,  such  was  the  activity  of  Luther's  spirit,  that  when 
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Erasmus  was  asked  by  the  Elector  of  Saxony,  why  the  pope  and 
his  clergy  could  so  little  abide  Luther,  he  answered  :  For  two  great 
offences,  meddling  with  the  pope's  triple  crown,  and  the  monks' 
fat  paunches :  and  hence  was  all  the  hatred ;  if  he  would  have  been 
quiet  and  silent,  they  would  have  never  meddled  with  him.  Thus 
it  is  that  a  wolf  flies  not  upon  a  painted  sheep,  and  men  can  look 
upon  a  painted  toad  with  delight :  it  is  not  the  softly  pace,  but  the 
furious  march  of  the  soldier  that  sets  men  a  gazing,  and  dogs  a 
barking  ;  let  but  a  man  glide  along  with  the  stream  of  the  world, 
do  as  others  do,  he  may  sit  down  and  take  his  ease  :  but  if  he 
once  strive  against  the  stream,  stand  up  in  the  cause  of  God  and 
act  for  Christ,  then  he  shall  be  sure  to  meet  with  as  much  despite 
and  malice  as  men  and  devils  can  possibly  throw  upon  him. 

Epiii.  ad  Staunc.     Epist.  ad  Spalatinum.     J.  Trapp's  Exposit.  on  St.  John. 
Non  at  mollis  ad  aifra  via.  Ovid. 


1444.  When  Lighter  Afflictions  will  not  serve 
the  turn,  God  will  send  Heavier, 

The  physician,  when  he  findeth  that  the  potion  which  he  hath 
given  his  patient  will  not  work,  he  seconds  it  with  one  more 
violent ;  but  if  he  perceive  the  disease  to  be  settled,  then  he  puts 
him  into  a  course  of  physic :  so  that,  medice  misere,  he  shall  have 
at  present  but  small  comfort  of  his  life  ;  and  thus  doth  the  surgeon 
too,  if  a  gentle  plaster  will  not  serve,  then  he  applies  that  which 
is  more  corroding;  and  to  prevent  a  gangrene,  he  makes  use  of 
his  cauterising  knife,  and  takes  off  the  joint  or  member  that  is  so 
ill  affected.  Even  so  God,  when  men  profit  not  by  such  crosses, 
as  He  hath  formerly  exercised  them  with  when  they  are  not  bet- 
tered by  lighter  afflictions,  then  He  sends  heavier,  and  proceeds 
from  milder  to  sharper  courses  ;  if  the  dross  of  their  sin  will  not 
come  off,  He  will  throw  them  into  the  melting-pot  again  and  again ; 
crush  them  harder  in  the  press,  and  lay  on  such  irons  as  shall 
enter  more  deep  into  their  souls.  If  He  strikes  and  they  grieve 
not,  if  they  be  so  foolish  that  they  will  not  know  the  judgment  of 
their  God,  He  will  bring  seven  times  more  plagues  upon  them, 
cross  upon  cross,  loss  upon  loss,  trouble  upon  trouble,  one  sorrow 
on  the  neck  of  another,  till  they  are  in  a  manner  wasted  and 
consumed. 


Jui.  Firmicus  de  Errvrc  Getitil.         Quando  hoc  non  succasit,  alia  aggrtdientiii 

est  via.  Tertnt. 
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1445.  Zeal  of  Heathens  to  their  False  Gods, 
condemning  that  of  Christians  to  their 
True  God. 

There  is  mention  made  of  five  men  of  the  tribe  of  Dan  that 
rashed  into  the  house  of  Micah,  and  took  away  his  carved  and  his 
golden  images.    He  follows  them  with  a  loud  cry ;  the  Danites 
life  him,  what  he  ails,  wherefore  he  made  such  a  noise  :  O,  says  he, 
ye  have  taken  away  my  gods  which  I  made,  and  what  have  I  morel 
And,  what  is  that  you  say  unto  me,  what  aileth  thee  J  Judges 
xviii.  24.    Poor  man  !    How  sadly  doth  he  bemoan  the  loss  of  his 
false  gods  I    And  what  have  1  more  ?  says  he  ;  concluding,  that  in 
taking  away  of  them  they  had  taken  away  all  that  he  had.  But 
which  of  us  are  so  zealous  for  the  true  God,  as  he  was  for  the  loss 
of  his  false  one  1    We  daily  lose  the  sight  of  His  comfortable  pre- 
sence, sin  deprives  us  of  Him,  who  lays  it  to  heart  I    In  losing  of 
Him  we  lose  all,  and  yet  we  are  no  more  moved  than  if  we  left 
nothing  at  all  ;  one  said  of  the  papists,  I  pray  God  that  their  cha- 
ritable blindness  do  not  one  day  rise  up  against  our  uncharitable 
knowledge ;  so  it  may  very  well  be  said  of  too,  too  many,  God 
grant  that  the  ignorant  zeal  of  pagans  and  infidels  to  their  false 
gods  be  not  matter  of  condemnation  to  those  that  are  better  in- 
structed in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  and  only  God. 

T.  Stopleton,  Promp.  Moral.  Dent.  Pasch.      Nick.  Fdton,  £>.£>.,  Serm.  at  St. 
Antholinis,  Land.,  1612. 

1446.  Ministers  to  be  Careful  in  the  Practice 
of  that  which  they  Preach  unto  Others. 

In  a  certain  battle  against  the  Turks,  there  was  a  bishop,  that  thus 
encouraged  the  army  :  Play  the  men,  fellow  soldiers,  to-day,  and  I 
dare  promise  you,  that  if  you  die  fighting,  you  shall  sup  to-night 
God  in  Heaven.  Now  after  the  battle  was  begun,  the  bishop 
drew  himself ;  and  when  some  of  the  soldiers  inquired  among 
themselves  what  was  become  of  the  bishop,  and  why  he  would  not 
take  a  supper  with  them  that  night  in  Heaven,  others  answered  : 
Hotiie  sibi  jejuntum  indixit,  &>c,  This  is  fasting-day  with  him, 
therefore  he  will  eat  no  supper  to-night,  though  it  weTe  in  Heaven. 
Thus  it  is  a  sad  thing  when  ministers,  like  those  Pharisees  of  whom 
Christ  Himself  spake,  shall  say  and  do  not,  have  tongues  to  speak 
by  the  talent,  and  hands  that  scarce  act  by  the  ounce,  have 
vol.  11.  8 
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Heaven,  like  that  ridiculous  actor  of  Smyrna,  at  their  tongue's  end, 
but  earth  at  their  finger's  end  ;  whereas  Christ  was  full  of  grace  as 
well  as  truth  ;  John  the  Baptist  a  burning  and  a  shining  light ;  it 
was  Origeri's  Jussit  et  gessii,  his  teaching  and  his  living  were  both 
one ;  and  that  is  the  best  sermon  surely,  that  is  digged  out  of  a 
man's  own  breast,  when  he  practiseth  what  he  preacheth :  the 
want  whereof  occasioned  Campian  our  jesuited  countryman  to 
write  :  Ministris  eorum  nihil  vilius,  Their  ministers  are  most  base. 

JoA,  Manlii  Loc.  Com.  Multi  lacerdota,  et  pauci  saeerdotes  ;  multi  nomine, 
pauciopere,&c.  Chrysastom.  in  Matth.  Bernardi  Ep.  22.  Campian 
in  Epist. 


1447.  No  Comfortable  Return  of  Prayer  till 
Sin  be  removed. 

A  man  that  is  wounded,  may  cry  and  call  upon  the  surgeon  to 
have  some  ease  of  his  pain  ;  but  if  he  will  not  endure  to  have  the 
splinter  or  the  arrow  head  pulled  out  that  sticketh  fast  in  the  flesh, 
and  causeth  the  grief,  he  may  cry  long  enough,  but  all  in  vain : 
and  if  people  should  pray  to  God  to  stay  the  rage  and  fury  of  the 
burning,  when  a  house  or  town  is  on  fire,  and  themselves  in  the 
meantime  pour  on  oil,  or  throw  on  such,  there  will  be  but  small 
hope  of  quenching  the  same.  So  there  can  be  no  comfortable 
return  of  our  prayers  unto  God  till  sin  be  removed  ;  it  is  but  folly 
to  seek  unto  God  by  prayer,  till  the  partition-wall  of  sin  that  is 
betwixt  us  and  Him  be  broken  down,  Psal.  lxvi.  18  ;  it  is  sin  that 
crosseth  and  hindereth  the  effect  and  fruit  of  prayer,  like  those 
heathens  of  whom  the  Cynic  made  this  observation,  that  they 
prayed  indeed  to  their  gods  for  health,  but  at  the  very  same  time, 
when  they  prayed,  they  used  such  excess,  as  could  not  but  greatly 
impair  their  health,  and  so  wilfully  deprived  themselves  of  that 
they  prayed  for. 

liid.  de  Sum.  Bono,  Lib.  iii.  cap.  7.       0  quam  falluntur,  sua  qui  jucunda  To- 
nanti  Vota  puiantj  cum  smt  pectore  nata  mala.       £i°g.  Laert.  Lib.  vi. 

1448.  Knowledge  and  Learning  to  be  owned 
wheresoever  they  be  found. 

It  is  observed,  that  the  Egyptians  had  idols  and  very  heavy  bur- 
dens, these  the  Israelites  detested ;  but  they  had  withal  vessels  of 
gold  and  silver  and  these  according  to  God's  command,  they 
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BUkde  a  religious  use  of,  Exod.  xi.  and  xii.  One  seeing  Virgil  very- 
studious  in  a  dull  piece  of  Ennius'  poetry,  asked  him,  what  he  did 
with  that  book.  He  answered  :  Lego  aurum  in  stereore,  I  am 
gathering  gold  out  of  a  dunghill.  Thus  it  is,  that  knowledge  is  to 
he  owned  wheresoever  or  in  whomsoever  it  is  found  ;  fas  est  et  ab 
koste  Joceri,  a  man  may  learn  of  his  enemies,  nay,  aliena  pcricuta, 
another  man's  harms,  may  teach  us  how  to  beware.  Much  of 
morality  may  be  picked  up  from  the  heathens,  much  of  the  know- 
ledge of  God  from  philosophers,  much  of  learning  from  the  poets, 
and  much  of  divine  truth  from  some  of  our  well-read  adversaries 
of  Rome,  of  whom  it  may  be  said,  as  it  was  sometimes  of  another  -. 1 
Ubi  bent,  nemo  melius ;  ubi  male,  nemo  pejus ;  where  they  have 
written  truth,  as  in  mere  speculative  points  of  God,  the  blessed 
Trinity,  &c,  there  no  man  better,  and  there  it  is  that,  as  the 
.  Israelites,  so  we  may  go  down  to  the  Philistines'  forges  to  whet 
our  swords  and  spears,  i  Sam.  xiii.  20,  to  be  furnished  with  sharp 
arguments  and  solid  reasons,  to  the  confutation  of  false  and 
heretical  opinions ;  but  where  they  have  roved  from  the  truth,  as 
in  the  doctrine  of  merit,  indulgences,  &o,  where  you  shall  be  sure 
always  to  find  a  Matthew  sitting  at  the  receipt  of  custom,  there  no 
man  worse,  and  there  we  may  and  must  forsake  them. 

Rob.  Holcot  in  Sap.       T.  Fuller's  Serm.  at  St.  Clement's,  Land.,  1649. 

1449.  Merit-mongers  condemned. 

A  gardener  offering  a  rape-root  (being  the  best  present  the  poor 
man  had)  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  was  bountifully  rewarded  by 
the  duke,  which  his  steward  observing,  thought  to  make  use  of  his 
bounty,  presented  him  with  a  very  fair  horse.    The  duke,  ut  per 
tpieaci  erat  ingenio,  being  a  very  wise  discreet  man,  perceived  tt 
project,  received  the  horse,  and  gave  him  nothing  for  it.  Bne 
so  will  God  deal  with  all  merit-mongers,  that  think  by  theirtine 
works  to  purchase  Heaven,  which  cannot  be,  the  work  ^iite 
finite,  the  wages  infinite  ;  so  that  merit  must  needs  be  a  mewere 
lion,  sith  there  can  be  no  proportion  betwixt  the  work  and  rtheir 
There  is  indeed  mention  made  of  a  mercy-seat  in  the  temr  pro- 
th«e  was  never  heard  of  any  school  of  merit,  but  in  the  cie  like 
Antichrist. 

7K»//  Oft  Evang.       Stifficii  ad  meri/um  scire,  quod  Hon  suffitiam 
Bern.,  Serm.  lxviii.  in  Cant. 

1  Origen.  1 
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1450.  He  that  truly  Feareth  God,passeth 

for  the  Affronts  of  Men. 

Noah  is  commanded  by  God  to  make  such  a  vessel  as  should  save 
him  and  his  from  a  flood  which  should  drown  all  the  world  beside  ; 
he  sets  upon  the  work,  the  people  laugh  at  him,  and  think  the 
poor  old  man  doted,  and  had  dreamed,  not  as  we  say  of  a  dry 
summer,  but  a  wet  winter,  and  that  he  was  no  wiser  than  the 
Prior  of  St.  Bartholomew's,  who  upon  a  vain  prediction  of  an  ad- 
dle-headed astrologer,  went  and  built  him  a  house  at  Harrow-cn- 
the-Hill,  to  secure  himself  from  a  supposed  flood  that  that  astrolo- 
ger had  foretold  ;  many  a  broad  jest,  many  a  bitter  scoff  was,  no 
doubt,  broken  upon  Noah  ;  yet  for  all  that  he  went  not  only  about, 
but  through  the  work  that  God  had  enjoined;  so  did  Abraham,  Gen. 
xii.  9,  Lot,  David,  2  Sam.  xvL,  Isaiah,  ch.  xx.,  Jeremiah,  ch.  xilb, 
Ezekiel,  ch.  iv,,  Hosea,  ch.  i.  And  thus  he  that  truly  feareth  God, 
passeth  not  for  the  affronts  of  men  ;  he  is  a  fool,  we  say,  that  will  be 
laughed  out  of  his  coat,  but  he  is  a  fool  indeed  that  will  be  laughed 
out  of  his  skin,  nay  out  of  his  soul,  out  of  his  eternal  salvation,  be- 
cause he  is  loth  to  be  laughed  at  by  lewd  and  wicked  men.  No, 
no,  the  true  fear  of  God  will  make  a  man  set  light  by  such  paper- 
shot,  it  will  carry  him  through  the  pikes  not  of  evil  tongues  only, 
but  of  the  most  eager  opposition  that  either  Satan  himself,  or  any 
limb  of  his,  shall  at  any  time  be  able  to  raise  against  him. 

Jiaph.  Holinshtd,    Chrcn.   ft  Hen.  Vf/A,  an.  1524.       Charles  Pinner  nf 
Catechism.      Aequo  aniitto  <-  iiendn  sunt  iniperitomm  convicia.  Sen.  £p,  76. 

1 45 1.  How  ev:  y  Good  Christian  is  to  Order 
v  his  Life. 

imjs  said  of  the  Israelites,  in  their  travels  through  the  wilderness, 
they  they  wandered  like  pilgrims  without  house  or  home,  they 
£^1ht  like  soldiers  the  battles  of  the  Lord,  and  they  called  upon 
j^ame  of  the  Lord  their  God,  who  heard  them  in  the  midst  of 
.distress.    And  thus  it  is  that  every  good  Christian  is  to  order 
~\  as  a  pilgrim  not  seeking  high  things  for  himself,  Jer.  xlv.  5, 
1 44"'nS  food  and  raiment,  therewith  to  rest  contented  ;  as  a 
cian  soldier,  not  to  be    .hamed  to  confess  the  faith  of  Christ 
ed,  1  John  iv.  15,  but  to  fight  manfully  under  His  banner 
It  is  it  'ne  three  arch-enemies  of  mankind,  the  world,  the  flesh,  j 
den  the  devil,  lastly,  as  the  true  servant  of  God,  to  tread  often  | 
gjjon  the  threshold  of  His  sanctuary,  to  frequeat  His  ordinances, 
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thirst,  and  there  espying  her  own  face,  and  perceiving  it  to  he  like 
the  man  whom  she  had  devoured,  is  so  surprised  with  grief,  that 
she  dies  immediately.  Thus  our  likeness  to  Christ,  and  His  like- 
ness to  us  in  all  things  (sin  only  excepted)  ought  to  he  an  argu- 
ment of  love,  not  of  hatred.  Birds  of  a  feather  will  flock  and 
keep  together;  beasts,  though  by  nature  cruel,  yet  will  defend 
those  of  their  kind.  How  much  more  should  one  man  love 
another,  bear  with  one  another,  and  stand  by  one  another  in  the 
midst  of  any  danger  or  difficulty  whatsoever,  they  being  all  fellow- 
members  of  that  mystical  body  whereof  Christ  Jesus  is  the  Head. 

Ufyst.  Aldrovandi  Orrnth.  R.  Hokot  in  Lib.  Sap.  cap.  11,  v.  25.  Virgil, 
sEiuid,  Lib.  iv.  Similii  simili  gaudet.  Savis  inter  le  commit  urjij. 
VirgiL 

1455.  Spiritual  and  Corporal  Blindness, 
their  difference. 

A  blind  boy,  that  had  suffered  imprisonment  at  Gloucester  not 
long  before,  was  brought  to  Bishop  Hooper,  the  day  before  his 
death ;  Mr.  Hooper,  after  he  had  examined  him  of  his  faith,  and 
the  cause  of  his  imprisonment,  beheld  him  very  steadfastly,  and 
tears  standing  in  his  eyes,  said  unto  him  :  Ah,  poor  boy,  God  hath 
taken  from  thee  thy  outward  sight,  upon  what  consideration  He 
in  His  divine  wisdom  best  knows,  but  hath  given  thee  another 
sight  much  more  precious  ;  for  He  hath  endued  thy  soul  with  the 
spiritual  eye  of  understanding.  O  happy  change  !  doubtless  there 
is  a  wide  difference  betwixt  corporeal  and  spiritual  blindness, 
though  every  man  be  blind  by  nature,  yet  the  state  of  the  spiritually 
blind  is  more  miserable  than  that  of  the  other  blind  ;  the  bodily 
blind  is  led  either  by  his  servant,  wife,  or  dog,  but  the  spiritually 
blind  is  misled  by  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil.  The  one 
will  be  sure  to  get  a  seeing  guide ;  but  the  other  follows  the  blind 
guidance  of  his  own  lusts,  till  they  both  tumble  into  the  ditch. 
The  want  of  corporal  eyes  is  to  many  divirwm  bottum,  albeit 
kumanum  malum ;  but  the  want  of  faith's  eyes  is  the  greatest  evil 
which  can  befal  man  in  this  life  ;  for  reason  is  the  soul's  left  eye, 
laith  the  right  eye,  without  which  it  is  impossible  to  see  the  way 
to  God,  Heb.  xi.  6. 

Adt  and  Afonum.  Calum  terramque  non  aspUU  ;  lid cali terra-gut  Domtnum 
tptetandi  facultas  mm  eripilur.  Petrarch,  dt  CacUaU.  Joh.  Passeratius 
it/  C**itatt. 
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1453.  The  Great  Work  of  Repentance  not 
be  Deferred,  and  why  so. 

God  spake  thus  unto  Noah,  An  hundred  and  twenty  years  hen 
will  I  bring  in  a  flood,  that  shall  drown  the  whole  world  ;  ai 
therefore  if  thou  wilt  be  saved,  go  thy  way  out  of  hand,  and  buil 
thee  such  an  ark  as  I  will  show  thee,  Gen.  vi.  He  was  then  five 
hundred  years  old,  and  might  have  thought  thus  with  himself,  I 
am  five  hundred  years,  and  it  will  yet  be  one  hundred  and  up- 
wards before  the  flood  do  come ;  why !  I  may  be  dead  and  rotten 
in  my  grave  before  that  time,  or  at  leastwise  very  near  the  end 
my  days ;  and  who  would  go  moil  and  toil  so  about  buildinL 
vessel  of  such  bulk  and  bigness  to  prolong  his  life  for  so  short 
time  1  and  if  it  must  needs  be  done,  I  may  go  and  take  pleasure 
for  these  hundred  years  yet,  and  then  set  upon  it  twenty  or 
years  before,  and  get  more  help  then,  and  dispatch  it  the  soon 
But  Noah  did  not,  he  could  not,  he  durst  not  defer  the  doing 
it,  but  fells  his  wood,  saws  out  his  planks,  hews  out  his  timber, 
so  falls  to  work.  The  same  case  is  ours,  God  foretells  us,  that 
second  general  destruction  shall  come,  not  by  water,  but  by. 
2  Pet.  iii.  7,  the  fiercer  element  of  the  twain,  which  even  heath 
have  taken  notice  of ;  and  that  none  shall  then  be  saved  but  tb 
that  have  a  spiritual  temple  or  sanctuary  built  in  their  souls, 
house  for  the  Blessed  Spirit  to  dwell  in,  Ephes.  ii.  22,  as  hard 
difficult  a  work  as  ever  the  making  of  the  ark  was  ;  for  before 
spiritual  building,  1  Pet.  ii.  5,  can  be  raised,  we  must  pull  do 
an  old  frame  of  the  devil's  rearing,  that  standeth  where  it  m 
stand,  and  rid  the  place  of  the  rubbish  and  remainders  of 
1  J  oh.  iii.  8.  Let  us  then  fall  to  work  betime,  we  are  so  far  fn 
being  able  to  promise  to  ourselves  a  hundred  years,  that  we 
not  assure  ourselves  of  one  hour,  no  not  of  one  minute. 

T.  Cataker,  Noah's  Remembrancer.       Cic.  deNat.  Deorjim.      Justin.  Ap 
Lactant.  de  Ira  Dei.        Athenagoras  de  Resurrect.  Moriaiium 
est,  qui  crastinum  sibi  audeat  polliceri.  Euripid. 


1 454.  Likeness  to  be  a  Motive  to  Loveliness. 

The  natural  philosophers  and  others  write  of  a  monstrous ' 
called  a  harpy,  which,  having  the  face  of  a  man,  is  of  so  fie 
and  cruel  nature,  that,  being  hunger-bitten,  will  seize  upon  a  n 
and  kill  him  ;  but  afterwards  making  to  the  water  to  quench 
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thirst,  and  there  espying  her  own  face,  and  perceiving  it  to  he  like 
the  man  whom  she  had  devoured,  is  so  surprised  with  grief,  that 
she  dies  immediately.  Thus  our  likeness  to  Christ,  and  His  like- 
ness to  us  in  all  things  (sin  only  excepted)  ought  to  be  an  argu- 
ment of  love,  not  of  hatred.  Birds  of  a  feather  will  flock  and 
keep  together ;  beasts,  though  by  nature  cruel,  yet  will  defend 
those  of  their  kind.  How  much  more  should  one  man  love 
another,  bear  with  one  another,  and  stand  by  one  another  in  the 
midst  of  any  danger  or  difficulty  whatsoever,  they  being  all  fellow- 
members  of  that  mystical  body  whereof  Christ  Jesus  is  the  Head. 

Ufya.  Aldrasandi  Ornith.  R.  Holcot  in  Lib.  Sap.  cap.  i\,v.  *j.  Virgil, 
Aineid,  Lib.  iv.  Similis  simili  gaudt't.  Stzvij  inter  st  cotrvenit  urtis. 
Virgil. 

1455.  Spiritual  and  Corporal  Blindness \ 
their  difference. 

A  blind  boy,  that  had  suffered  imprisonment  at  Gloucester  not 
long  before,  was  brought  to  Bishop  Hooper,  the  day  before  his 
death  ;  Mr.  Hooper,  after  he  had  examined  him  of  his  faith,  and 
the  cause  of  his  imprisonment,  beheld  him  very  steadfastly,  and 
tears  standing  in  his  eyes,  said  unto  him  :  Ah,  poor  boy,  God  hath 
taken  from  thee  thy  outward  sight,  upon  what  consideration  He 
in  His  divine  wisdom  best  knows,  but  hath  given  thee  another 
sight  much  more  precious  ;  for  He  hath  endued  thy  soul  with  the 
spiritual  eye  of  understanding.  O  happy  change  !  doubtless  there 
is  a  wide  difference  betwixt  corporeal  and  spiritual  blindness, 
though  every  man  be  blind  by  nature,  yet  the  state  of  the  spiritually 
blind  is  more  miserable  than  that  of  the  other  blind  ;  the  bodily 
Wind  is  led  either  by  his  servant,  wife,  or  dog,  but  the  spiritually 
Wind  is  misled  by  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil.  The  one 
will  be  sure  to  get  a  seeing  guide ;  but  the  other  follows  the  blind 
guidance  of  his  own  lusts,  till  they  both  tumble  into  the  ditch. 
The  want  of  corporal  eyes  is  to  many  divipum  bonum,  albeit 
humanum  malum  ;  but  the  want  of  faith's  eyes  is  the  greatest  evil 
which  can  befal  man  in  this  life  ;  for  reason  is  the  soul's  left  eye, 
faith  the  right  eye,  without  which  it  is  impossible  to  see  the  way 
to  God,  Heb.  xi.  6. 

AtU  and  Monum.  Ctelum  tcrramque  non  aspicit ;  ltd calilerraqtu Vominum 
tptctandi  faculiat  non  eripitur.    Petrarch,  dt  Cacitate.       Ji>A.  Passcratiiu 
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1456.  Good  Conscience,  a  Mans  Best  Friend 
at  the  last. 

It  is  a  witty  parable,  which  one  of  the  Fathers  hath  of  a  man,  that 
had  three  friends,  two  whereof  he  loved  entirely,  the  third  but  in- 
differently. This  man  being  called  in  question  for  his  life,  sought 
help  of  his  friends.  The  first  would  bear  him  company  some  part 
of  his  way  ;  the  second  would  lend  him  some  money  for  his  jour- 
ney, and  that  was  all  they  would  or  could  do  for  him  :  but  the 
third,  whom  he  least  respected,  and  from  whom  he  least  expected, 
would  go  all  the  way,  and  abide  all  the  while  with  him  ;  yea,  he 
would  appear  with  him,  and  plead  for  him.  This  man  is  every 
one  of  us,  and  our  three  friends  are  the  flesh,  and  the  world,  and 
our  own  conscience.  Now  when  death  shall  summon  us  to  judg- 
ment, what  can  our  friends  after  the  flesh  do  for  us  ?  They  will 
bring  us  some  part  of  the  way,  to  the  grave,  and  further  they  can- 
not And  of  all  the  worldly  goods  which  we  possess,  what  shall  we 
have  ?  What  will  they  afford  us  ?  Only  a  shroud,  and  a  coffin,  or 
a  tomb  at  the  most.  But  welfare  a  good  conscience,  that  will  live 
and  die  with  us,  or  rather  live  when  we  are  dead,  and  when  we 
rise  again,  it  will  appear  with  us  at  God's  tribunal ;  and  when 
neither  friends,  nor  a  full  purse  can  do  us  any  good,  then  a  good 
conscience  will  stick  close  to  us. 

Grig.  Mag.  Moralia.      Mr.  Hughes'  Serm.,  1622.      Inttar  omnium  eon- 
scitntia  iena.    Sen.  Ep.  69. 

1457.  The  Captivated  Soul  restless  till  it 
be  in  Christ  jfesus. 

There  is  mention  made  of  a  certain  bird  in  Egypt  near  the  ri 
Nilur,  called  avis  paradisi,  (for  the  beauty  of  its  feathers,  having 
in  it,  as  we  say,  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow,)  the  bird  of  paradise 
which  hath  so  pleasant  and  melodious  notes,  that  it  raiseth 
affections  of  those  that  hear  it     Now  this  bird,  if  it  chance  to 
any  way  ensnared  or  taken,  it  never  leaves  mourning,  and  co 
plaining  till  it  be  delivered.     Such  is  the  soul  of  every  regenera 
man,  if  it  be  taken  by  Satan,  or  overtaken  by  the  least  of  si 
■weakness  or  infirmity,  it  is  restless  with  the  spouse  in  the  Canticles 
no  sleep  shall  come  into  the  eye,  nor  any  slumber  to  the  eyeli 
till  reconciliation  be  made  with  God  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Alb.  Magnus,  Lib.  iii.       Conrad  Goner  de  Avibus. 
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1458.  Sin  of  a  Dangerous  Spreading 
Nature. 

on gst  many  other  diseases  that  the  body  is  incident  unto, 
there  is  one  that  is  called  by  the  name  of  gangrena,  which  doth 
altogether  affect  the  joints,  against  which  there  is  no  remedy  but 
to  cut  off  that  joint  where  it  settled,  otherwise  it  will  pass  from 
joint  to  joint,  till  the  whole  body  is  endangered.  Such  is  the  na- 
ture of  sin,  which  unless  it  be  cut  off  in  the  first  motion,  it  pro- 
ceedeth  unto  action,  from  action  to  delectation,  from  delight  unto 
custom,  and  from  that  unto  habit,  which  being  as  it  were,  a  second 
nature,  is  never,  or  very  hardly  removed  without  much  prayer  and 
fasting. 

Nat  A,  Cannon's  Serm,  at  St.  Paul's,  1617.       Viraqneacquirit  eundo.  Virgil. 

1459.  Lex  Talionis. 

Maxentius,  that  cruel  tyrant,  coming  with  an  army  against  Con- 
stantine  the  Great ;  to  deceive  him  and  his  army,  he  caused  his 
soldiers  to  make  a  great  bridge  over  Tiber,  where  Constantine 
should  pass,  and  cunningly  laid  planks  on  the  ships,  that  when 
the  army  came  upon  the  planks  the  ships  should  sink,  and  so 
drown  the  enemy  ;  but  Maxentius  hearing  of  Constantine's  sudden 
approach,  in  a  rage  rushed  out  of  the  gates  of  Rome,  and  com- 
manded his  followers  to  attend  him,  and  through  fury  forgetting 
his  own  work,  led  a  few  over  his  bridge  ;  and  the  ships  sinking, 
himself  and  his  followers  were  all  drowned.  Thus  it  is  that  the 
mischiefs  of  wicked  men  fall  usually  upon  their  own  heads,  their 
plots  recoil  upon  themselves,  they  do  but  (as  it  were)  twist  a  cord 
to  hang  themselves,  whilst  they  dig  a  pit  for  others,  the  earth  fall- 
ing in,  beats  out  their  own  brains.  This  is  that  lex  talionis,  that 
retaliation  which  Christ  threatens,  Matth.  vii.  1,  and  that  David 
asserteth.  Ntc  enim  lex  justior  ulla  est :  most  just  it  is,  that  he 
that  breweth  mischief,  should  have  the  first  draught  of  it  himself. 

JuuAti  Hitt.  Lib.\x.  cap.  9.  J  oh.  Cusfinianus  in  I/isi.  de  Caiaribui. 
Will.  Jcmmat,  Sp.  Trumpet. 

1460.  A nabaptistical  Spirits,  their  Madness. 

SnpposF.  a  man  invited  to  Dives'  rich  table,  furnished  with  all 
sorts  of  delicacies  and  delicious  fare,  and  that  he  should  pass  by 
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all  the  provision,  and  sit  sullenly  at  the  table,  not  eating  a  bit  of 
the  meat,  but  staring  about  him,  should  look  for  a  second  course 
to  drop  down  from  heaven,  or  to  be  ushered  in  by  a  raven,  as  it 
was  to  the  prophet  Elijah,  j  Kings  xvii.  6.  Would  not  one  think 
such  a  one  to  be  a  kind  of  madman  ?  Yes,  surely ;  and  such  have 
been  at  all  times,  and  are  the  anabaptistical  spirits  of  our  times : 
whereas  God  hath  in  His  Word,  set  before  them  a  plentiful  feast 
of  holy  and  sacred  viands,  full  and  clear  discoveries  of  Himself, 
yet  they  must  needs  gape  after  new  revelations,  and  enthusiastical 
inspirations,  not  much  unlike  to  the  man  that  pulled  out  his  eyes, 
and  then  put  his  spectacles  on  his  nose,  that  he  might  see  the 
better. 

Ph.  Edlin'i  Serm.  at  St.  MichatTs,  Bassiskaw,  Land, 

1 46 1.  Not  to  be  at  Peace  with  Sin. 

Crcesus  being  taken  captive  of  Cyrus,  used  this  one  reason  to  pre- 
fer peace  before  war,  namely,  because  in  the  time  of  peace  the 
children  might  in  all  likelihood  bury  their  parents ;  but  in  war  the 
parents  with  much  heaviness  buried  their  children.  Now  in  the 
spiritual  warfare  we  may  use  the  same  argument  to  prefer  war  be- 
fore peace,  because  in  peace  our  children  and  wicked  offspring, 
that  is,  our  sins  do,  as  it  were,  bury  us  alive ;  whereas  if  we  make 
but  war  against  them,  we  bury  them,  and  get  peace  with  God  ;  so 
that  he  which  hath  peace  with  his  sins,  the  Lord  proclaimeth  war 
against  him,  the  issue  whereof  will  be  most  uncomfortable. 

Xtnophon.       Herodotus,  Lib,  i.       Joh.  Bayly,  Strm.  at  } Limited,  1 60S. 

1462,  Ministers  to  be  had  in  Respect  by  the 
People. 

It  was  a  good  speech  of  an  honourable  person,  W.  Cecil,  Lord  Bur- 
leigh, when  some  others  were  undervaluing  the  ministers  of  God's 
Word  and  Sacraments ;  Well,  said  he,  God  bless  them  by  whom 
God  blesseth  us.  And  a  great  judge,  Sir  Henry  Croke,  giving 
the  charge  at  an  assizes,  professed  in  open  court,  that  he  would  as 
soon  bind  a  man  to  his  good  behaviour  for  contempt  of  a  minister, 
as  for  contempt  of  a  magistrate.  This  was  a  good  resolution  then, 
but  in  these  licentious  days  of  ours,  most  fit  to  be  put  into  execu- 
tion, wherein  men  have  taken  upon  themselves  a  sinful  liberty 
both  by  words  and  deeds  to  throw  dirt  in  the  very  face  of  th 
ministry.    How  comes  it  to  pass  else,  that  the  calling  is  made  s 
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contemptible  above  all  others  1  that  the  name  of  priest  is  become 
so  odious  1  Well,  they  will  one  day  find,  that  God  hath  made 
them  fathers,  (so  Micah  called  the  young  Levite,  Judg.  xvii.  io,) 
teachers,  seers,  guides,  such  as  watch  for  the  good  of  men's  souls, 
&c,  let  men  then  highly  esteem  of  them,  whom  God  hath  thus 
honoured. 

Quit  Jtcm»  est  tantn  confidentiay  Qui  s<utrdottm  audeat  violart  t  Plant. 
Abrah.  Gibson,  a  Vititat.  Serm.,  1638. 

1463.  The  Good  Mans  Comfort  in  Death. 

It  is  reported  of  St.  Anselra,  that  riding  abroad,  a  hare  that  was 
almost  hunted  to  death,  squatted  down  betwixt  his  horse's  legs  ; 
the  good  man  conceiving  that  the  poor  languishing  creature  made 
to  him  for  shelter,  relieved  her  from  the  rage  and  violence  of  the 
huntsman  and  his  dogs  j  they  that  stood  by  wondered  that  he 
should  spoil  their  game,  and  some  of  them  laughed  at  it,  which 
the  good  man  perceiving,  wept,  and  said  unto  them,  My  friends, 
this  is  no  laughing  matter  ;  and  thus  he  applied  it,  This  hare  may 
very  well  be  compared  to  every  Christian  soul,  when  he  is  at  the 
point  of  death,  then  it  is  that  the  devil  labours  all  that  he  ran  to 
make  his  passage  out  of  this  world  uncomfortable  ;  then  it  is  that 
Nebuchadnezzar-like  he  heals  the  oven  of  his  persecution  seven 
times  hotter  than  before,  Dan.  iii.  19  ;  and  then  it  is  that,  like  a 
subtile  sophister,  he  brings  out  his  strongest  arguments  to  drive 
the  poor  soul  to  desperation.  In  the  midst  of  this  great  extremity, 
the  poor  soul  looks  about  for  comfort  but  finds  none,  none  in  any 
outward  things,  miserable  comforters  are  they  all ;  but  then  by 
the  eye  of  faith  looking  up  unto  Jesus,  is  rescued  out  of  the  snares 
of  the  devil,  and  is  saved. 

D.  Anselmi  Similitud.         Quanta  propintjuius  mortem  hominis  videt  Diaboluu 
tento  cruddius  f maul  tones  exerctt,  &c.    Isid.  de  Sum.  Bone,  Lib.  L 

1464.  To  Beware  of  Errors  and  Erroneous 
Teachers. 

It  is  said  of  Spor.danus,  (the  same  that  epitomised  Baronius,)  that 
he  gives  his  reader  popish  poison  to  drink  so  slyly,  quasi  altud 
agau,  as  if  he  were  doing  something  else,  and  meant  no  such 
tter.  And  Shwenkfeldius,  who  held  many  dangerous  heresies, 
yet  deceive  many,  by  his  pressing  to  an  holy  life,  praying  fre- 
tly  and  fervently,  &c,  by  his  stately  expressions  ever  in  his 
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mouth,  as  of  illumination,  revelation,  deification,  the  inward  and 
spiritual  man,  &c,  so  cunning  in  the  cogging  of  his  die,  as  St. 
Paul  phraseth  it,  Ephes.  iv.  1 4,  so  wily  in  the  conveyance  of  his 
collusion,  that  like  a  serpent  he  stung  with  hissing.  Such  are 
therefore  to  be  avoided,  how  slyly  soever  they  seek  to  insinuate 
with  their  pithanology  and  feigned  humility,  whereby  they  circum- 
vent, and  beguile  the  simple,  there  is  no  dealing  with  them;  shun 
their  society  as  a  serpent  in  the  way,  as  poison  in  your  meat  j  for 
such  is  the  nature  of  their  erroneous  doctrine,  that  as  a  noble 
writer  saith,  (L.  Brook),  it  is  like  the  Jerusalem  artichokes,  plant  it 
where  you  will,  it  over-runs  all  the  ground,  and  chokes  the  heart  of  it. 

Dtg.  Whear.  de  Metktdo  Ltgaid.  Hist. 

1465.  The  Way  of  Religion  Irksome  in  the  Be- 
ginning,  but  Comfortable  in  the  End. 

A  heifer  that  is  not  used  to  the  yoke  struggles,  the  yoke  pincheth 
the  neck,  but  after  a  while  she  carries  it  more  gentiy  ;  a  new  suit, 
though  never  so  well  fitted  to  a  man's  body,  is  not  so  easy  the 
first  day,  as  after  it  is  worn  awhile  ;  two  mill-stones,  after 
they  be  made  fit,  do  not  grind  so  well  at  the  first  as  after- 
wards ;  as  we  see  it  is  with  a  man,  when  he  goes  to  bathe  himself 
in  the  midst  of  summer,  there  is  a  trembling  of  his  body,  when  he 
first  puts  into  the  water,  but  after  he  hath  drenched  himself  all 
over,  he  is  not  sensible  of  any  cold  at  all.  So  the  way  of  piety 
and  religion  is  irksome  at  the  first,  but  after  it  gives  great  comfort 
and  contentment,  it  is  called  a  yoke,  Matth.  xL  29,  grave  cum 
tollis,  cVc,  grievous  when  a  man  takes  it  up,  but  after  it  is  borne 
a  while,  both  easy  and  light  It  is  a  strait  way,  Matth.  vii.  13, 
yet  try  it,  put  into  it  however,  do  but  digest  the  difficulty  of  the 
entrance,  and  then  thy  feet  shall  not  be  straitened,  thou  shalt  find 
more  and  more  enlargement,  every  day  more  comfort  than  other, 
Pro  v.  iv.  12, 

Jos.  Shutt's  Srrm.  before  East  India  Company,  1630.       Omnia,  dum  iru 
gravia  sient,  &v.    Ter.  Heaut.       Greg.  Mag.  Moralia. 

1466.  Lewdness  of  the  Preacher's  Life 
Warrant  to  Slight  the  Ordinance 
Preaching. 

It  was  an  unhappy  meaning  that  Sir  Thomas  More  had,  th 
he  spake  it  pleasantly,  when  he  said  of  a  vicious  priest,  that 
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would  not  by  any  means  have  him  say  the  creed,  lest  it  should 
make  him  call  the  articles  of  his  faith  into  question.  Thus  too,  too 
many  are  apt  to  call  the  truths  of  God's  Word  into  question  be- 
cause of  the  lewdness  of  the  preacher's  life.  One  will  not  have 
his  children  baptised  by  such  a  one ;  it  goes  against  another's 
stomach  to  receive  the  sacrament  from  the  foul  hands  of  such  a 
one  ;  others  care  not  for  their  doctrine,  because  they  say  and  do 
not,  &c.  A  preposterous  zeal,  God  wot  I  Elijah  received  com- 
fortable food  from  a  raven,  i  Kings  xviL  6,  as  well  as  from  an 
angeL  If  God  speak  to  thee  as  He  did  to  Balaam  by  the  mouth 
of  an  ass,  thou  must  have  so  much  patience,  saith  Luther,  as  to 
hear  Him,  If  God  will  have  thee  to  be  saved  by  one,  who  perad- 
venture  shall  be  damned,  hear  what  He  saith,  and  look  not  what 
He  doeth  ;  if  thy  pastor  live  lewdly,  that  is  his  own  hurt ;  if  he 
preach  well,  that  is  thy  good,  take  thine  own  and  go  thy  way ; 
good  water,  which  passeth  into  a  garden  through  a  channel  of 
stone,  doth  the  garden  good,  though  it  do  the  channel  none ;  and 
so  may  the  word  and  water  of  life,  conveyed  by  a  bad  instrument 
of  a  stony  heart  do  good  to  the  church  of  God,  though  it  work  not 
upon  Himself;  and  good  seed,  though  it  be  cast  into  the  ground 
with  foul  hands,  will  fructify ;  one  may  be  a  bad  man,  yet  a  good 
seedsman  both  in  the  field  and  the  church  ;  yet  woe  be  to  him  by 
whom  the  offence  cometh,  by  whose  means  the  offerings  of  the 
Lord  are  so  slighted  ;  Eli's  sons  smoked  for  this,  i  Sam.  iv.  1 1, 
and  to  many,  which  have  prophesied  in  His  Name,  Christ  will  say 
in  His  just  displeasure,  Away  from  me,  ye  workers  of  iniquity, 
Luke  xiiL  27. 


Airak.  Gibson,  a  Visiiat.Serm.,  1 638.      Loc.  Com.  tit.  de  Alinuterio. 

uon  erret  illc,  tu  Hon  erras  si  crtdideris.    Luthtr,  ut  supra. 
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1467.  Wicked  Men  made  by  God  instrumental 
for  the  Good  of  His  People. 

Lewes  of  Granada,  that  devout  Spaniard,  maketh  mention  of  a  very 
poor  diseased  man  dwelling  in  Italy,  that  was  brought  so  low,  that 
he  could  stir  neither  hand  nor  foot ;  and  seeking  for  a  skilful  phy- 
sician lo  heal  him,  he  found  a  potent  enemy  to  torment  him,  who, 
to  add  unto  his  misery,  cast  him  into  prison,  and  there  kept  him 
with  a  very  small  allowance  of  bread  and  water,  so  much  only  as 
idd  keep  life  and  soul  together.  But  it  so  happened  that  there 
1  new  face  of  government  in  that  province,  he  was  released 
is  imprisonment  and  his  disease  together ;  for  the  want,  of 
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food,  intended  to  take  away  his  life,  proved  the  only  remedy  to 
preserve  it.  And  thus  it  is  that  God  makes  use  of  wicked  men  for 
His  people's  good ;  the  wicked  cast  them  into  the  fumace  thinking 
to  destroy  them,  but  they  rise  out  thence  more  glorious  than  before. 
They  plough  deep  furrows  on  the  backs  of  God's  people,  but  that 
makes  them  more  fruitful  in  good  works  ;  put  them  to  death,  that 
proves  their  advantage  ;  vex,  grieve,  trouble  and  torment  them  ; 
yet  do  what  they  can  do,  they  are  still  gainers,  not  losers  ;  so  true 
is  that  of  the  Apostle,  JlavTa  avvcp^ettU  to  A^aOilv,  &c,  All  thin 
work  together  for  the  best  to  them  that  love  God,  Rom.  via.  28, 
Lewes  of  Granada,  De  Oral,  et  Meditat.  Lib.  iii. 
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1468.  How  it  is  that  one  Man  may  be  said  to 
be  Punished for  another  Man's  Sin. 

A  man  that  hath  fed  high  for  a  long  time,  comes  to  have  a 
plethora  of  crude  and  indigested  humours  in  his  stomach ;  it  so 
falls  out  that  this  party  riding  afterwards  in  the  wet,  and  taking 
cold  begins  to  shiver  and  shake,  and  after  falls  into  a  durable 
lasting  fever ;  if  the  physician  be  a  wise  man,  one  that  hath  parts 
and  skill,  ask  him,  What  was  the  cause  of  this  sickness  1  and  he 
will  tell  you,  The  ill  humours  of  the  body,  and  the  abounding  of 
them  ;  yet  it  is  like  enough  it  had  not  turned  to  a  fever  so  soon, 
if  he  had  not  taken  cold  of  his  feet,  or  been  some  way  troubled  in 
his  journey.  So  when  God  brings  punishment  upon  people,  the 
proper  cause  is  in  every  man's  self ;  there  are  personal  sins  in  every 
man  to  make  him  obnoxious  to  the  curse  of  God  ;  yet  may  the 
sins  of  the  father,  or  parent,  or  neighbour,  be  the  occasion  that 
God  will  punish  sin  ;  so  that  it  may  be  said  that  the  personal  sins 
of  men  are  the  primary,  internal,  antecedent,  dispositive  cause  of 
God's  judgments,  but  the  sins  of  other  men,  as  they  are  members 
of  the  whole,  maybe  the  external,  irritating,  exciting  cause  of  God's 
judgments  upon  a  people  or  nation. 

Jos.  Skate's  Serm.  on  Exod.,  Plague  of  Frogs,  &c. 


1469.  The  Soul's  Comfortable  Enjoyment 

Christ. 

It  were  a  great  grace,  and  such  as  would  minister  much  comfort 
to  a  courtier,  lying  sick  at  home  of  the  gout,  to  have  the  prince 
not  only  to  send  to  him,  but  in  person  also  to  visit  him  ;  but  much 
more  comfort  and  joy  would  it  be  to  him  to  be  able,  being 
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covered,  to  repair  to  the  court,  and  there  enjoy  his  prince's  pre- 
sence, with  such  pleasures  and  favours  as  the  place  may  afford. 
How  much  more  then  in  this  case  is  it  a  grace  and  a  comfort, 
that  God  vouchsafeth  to  visit  us  here  by  His  Spirit ;  sometimes 
more  familiarly  and  feelingly,  but  always  so  effectually,  as  thereby 
to  support  us  even  in  the  greatest  of  extremity ;  but  how  much 
more  exceedingly,  shall  our  joy  and  comfort  be  increased,  when, 
being  freed  from  all  infirmities,  we  shall  be  taken  home  to  Him, 
that  we  may  enjoy  Him  for  evermore  ?  As  that  courtier  having 
assurance  given  him  of  recovery  by  such  a  time,  would  exceedingly 
rejoice  to  think  of  the  joy  of  that  day,  and  count  every  day  a  week, 
if  not  a  year  to  it,  wherein  he  should,  being  recovered,  return  to 
the  court,  and  be  welcomed  thither  in  solemn  manner  by  all  his 
friends  there,  and  by  the  prince  in  a  more  especial  manner :  sp 
well  may  the  faithful  soul,  not  a  little  joy  to  fore-think  with  itself, 
what  a  joyful  hour  that  shall  be  unto  it,  wherein,  by  death  parted 
from  the  body,  it  shall  solemnly  be  presented  before  the  face  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  entering  into  the  heavenly  place,  shall  be  wel- 
comed thither  by  the  whole  court  of  Heaven,  the  blessed  saints 
and  angels. 

71  Cataier,  Death's  Advantage,  a  Sermon, 

1470.  Unhappy  Prosperity,  Happy  Ad- 
versity. 

It  is  a  philosophical  observation  of  turtle  doves  and  some  other 
birds,  that  use  to  take  their  flight  into  other  parts  beyond  the  seas, 
that  if  the  south  wind  blow,  they  will  be  sure  of  a  good  guide  to 
direct  them ;  but  if  the  wind  be  northward,  then  they  venture  of 
themselves,  without  any  conduct  at  all.     This  may  note  unto  us 
the  unhappy  prosperity  of  the  wicked,  and  the  happy  adversity  of 
the  godly.    He  that  spreads  his  sails  before  the  south  wind  of  pro- 
sperity, blowing  honours,  riches,  and  preferment  into  his  lap,  had 
need  of  a  good  pilot,  the  special  counsel  of  God,  to  lead  him,  and 
the  extraordinary  mercies  of  God  to  support  him,  if  ever  he  intend 
to  arrive  at  the  port  of  eternal  bliss.     Whereas,  he  that  sets  out 
while  the  north  wind  of  adversity  and  trouble  beats  fiercely  upon 
him,  minds  his  way,  rides  through  the  storm,  well  knowing  that 
the  way  to  Heaven  is  by  the  gates  of  hell,  and  that  by  many  tri- 
bulations he  must  and  shall  at  last  enter  into  happiness. 

Pet.  Btrekorii  Red.  Marat.  Luxuriant  animi  rebus  plerumque  secundis. 
Ovid,  Art.  ii.  Omnit  qui  ad  Faradisum  redirt  desiderat,  eportet  transire 
per  ignem  et  aquam,  &c,    Aug.  in  Serm.  ad  Lippium. 
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1 47 1.  Every  Wicked  Man  a  Curse  to 

Place  he  lives  in. 

Bias,  the  philosopher,  being  at  sea  in  a  great  tempest  with  a 
number  of  odd  fellows,  some  of  them  very  rake-shames  and  naught, 
they  began  (as  men  in  such  a  case  usually  do)  to  call  upon  the 
gods,  which  he  perceiving,  comes  to  them,  and  saith,  Sirs,  hold 
your  peace,  lest  the  gods  take  notice  that  you  are  here,  and  so  not 
only  you,  but  we  also  suffer  for  your  sakes.  And  it  is  observed, 
that  St  John  leaped  out  of  the  bath,  because  Cerinthus  was  there, 
his  reason  was,  lest  the  bath  should  fall  for  his  sake  only,  .being  a 
wretched  blasphemous  heretic.  Thus  it  is,  that  a  wicke<f  man, 
though  he  thinks  he  hurts  nobody  but  himself,  is  a  plague  and  a* 
curse  to  the  place  he  lives  in,  let  him  be  never  so  noble,  never  so 
honourable,  potent,  or  wealthy,  if  he  be  a  profane  man,  a  lewd 
loose  libertine,  he  engageth  the  place  of  his  abode  to  the  wrath  . 
God,  and  hasieneth  His  judgments  thereon. 

Diog.  Laert.  in  Vita,        Irenirus,  Lib.  iii,  cap.  3.       "Jos.  Shale's  Srrm.  1 

Exodus. 

1472.  The  Soul's  Restlessness  till  it  be  Unites 

unto  Christ: 

A  virgin  being  espoused  to  one  that  is  shipped  for  the  East  Indii 
or  some  such  long-winded  voyage,  if  she  do  indeed  faithfully  1 
unfeignedly  affect  him,  though  she  joy  to  read  a  letter,  or  to  see  sou 
token  from  him,  yet  it  is  nothing  in  that  kind  that  can  give  her  cc 
tentment,  Nil  mihi  rescribas,  nothing  will  serve  her  turn  but  \ 
presence.    0  how  she  hearkens  after  the  ships  for  his  return,  an 
joys  to  think  of  that  day,  wherein  they  shall  be  so  fast  knit  togethe 
that  nothing  shall  separate  them  but  death.     Thus  the  Christ 
soul  contracted  to  Christ,  may  receive  many  favours  and  lc 
tokens  from  Him,  such  as  are  all  the  blessings  she  enjoye 
whether  spiritual  or  temporal,  yet  they  cannot  all  of  them  give  any 
true  contentment,  but  help  rather  to  inflame  her  affection  tov 
Him,  and  make  her,  if  she  sincerely  love  Him,  as  she  profess 
and  pretendeth  to  do,  the  more  earnestly  and  ardently  to  long  1 
that  day,  wherein  she  shall  be  inseparably  linked  unto  Him, 
everlastingly  enjoy  His  personal  presence,  which  above  all  thi 
she  most  earnestly  desireth. 


T.  Gataker,  Death's  Advantage,  a  Sermon. 
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1473.  Partiality  of  Affection  in  Hearing 
Sermons  condemned. 

A  scholar  coming  to  St  Paul's  Churchyard,  asked  a  bookseller, 
whether  he  had  Abulensis'  works,  and  the  man  said  no,  but  he 
had  Tostatus',  which  was  as  good.  The  scholar  replied  Tostatus 
would  do  him  no  good,  unless  he  had  Abulensis,  which,  indeed, 
was  the  same  book,  Alphonsus  Tostatus  being  Episcopus  Abulensis, 
Bishop  of  Avila  in  Spain.  Thus  it  is  with  the  partial  and  prejudi- 
cate  opinions  and  fancies  of  many  men  and  women,  when  they 
rather  respect  quis  prtzdieat,  than  quid pricdkatur,  who  preacheth, 
than  what  is  preached ;  for  if  the  self-same  sermon  were  preached 
by  divers  men,  the  sermon  should  never  be  respected  according 
to  its  worth,  but  according  to  the  fancy,  opinion,  and  affection 
which  they  bear  unto  the  deliverer,  because  commonly  they  know 
no  other  difference  but  the  names,  voices,  and  faces  of  their 
:hers  ;  sure  it  is  that  Christ  made  the  best  sermons  that  ever 
e  preached,  and  yet  they  were  not  best  liked,  because  they- 
'd not  the  preacher.  ^ 

Cr:ff  Williams'  Tnu  Chunk.        Veniuni  ut  audiant,  non  ut  distant  ;  nan  id 
agunt  ut  aliqua  illo  vitia  dtponant,  sed,  Sfc.    Sen.  Ef.  Jo, 

474.  Every  Man  to  Confess  that  his  own 
Sin  is  the  Cause,  though  not  always  the 
Occasion  of  Punishment. 

It  a  said  of  Prince  Henry,  that  ildicia  generis  humani,  that  darling 
at  mankind,  (as  it  was  once  said  of  Titus  Vespasianus,)  whose  death 
ns  then  to  this  kingdom  as  so  much  of  the  best  blood  let  out  of 
ti»e  veins  of  Israel  ;  when  it  was  told  him  that  the  sins  of  the 
f«ople  caused  that  affliction  on  him  ;  O  no,  said  he,  I  have  sins 
—ough  of  mine  own  to  cause  that.  So  should  we  all  confess  ;  though 
take  occasion  by  another  man's  sin,  or  by  the  neglect  of  an- 
t  person  to  fire  my  house,  yet  the  cause  is  just,  that  it  should 
be  so,  and  that  I  myself  have  deserved  it,  whatsoever  the  occasion 
;  God  had  cause  against  the  seventy  thousand  that  died  of  the 
e,  though  David's  sin  were  the  occasion,  yet  the  meritorious 
was  in  them.  Therefore,  whensoever  it  pleaseth  God  to  lay 
hand  of  anger  upon  us,  though  another  may  be  the  occasion, 
Ilk  ego  qui  feci,  let  every  man  in  particular  acknowledge,  that 

VOL.  11.  g 
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it  is  he  that  hath  sinned,  and  so  justify  God  in  His  sayings,  and 
dear  Him  when  he  is  judged. 


Jos.  S/tutt's  Strm.  on  Exod,  viil.      /lie  ego  qui  fat,  &v. 


1475,  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  be  of  Godly 
Lives  and  Conversations. 

IS 


Ml  J  > 

jse, 
xh, 
sin, 

.5 


As  the  Jews  in  their  preparation  to  the  passover,  did  for  four  houi 
search  out  all  leaven  out  of  their  houses,  and  then  for  two  hours 
cast  it  out ;  and  lastly,  cursed  all  the  leaven  that  they  had  ni 
seen  and  could  not  find  ;  so  let  all  the  priests  of  the  Lord's  hou 
all  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  be  careful  to  search, 
to  purge,  and  to  execrate  all  the  leaven  of  wilful  and  reigning  sin 
and  to  oppose  and  mortify  the  least  sins,  that  so  they  may 
priests  after  God's  own  heart,  stars  in  God's  right  hand,  such 
Gregory  Nazianzene,  of  whom  Basil  speaks,  that  he  did  thunder  in 
doctrine,  and  lighten  in  his  conversation  ;  and  that  having  an  i 
ward  principle  of  the  light  of  holiness  in  them  from  Christ,  th> 
may  shine  out  holily  unto  others,  not  only  in  the  pulpit  and  pray 
but  in  the  whole  course  of  their  lives  also. 

Tko.  Godwin* 's  Moses  and  Aaronx  Lib.  iii,  cap.  4.       R.  Abbots  Visit.  Serm.t 
Cranbrookin  Kent.     Bentvivtndo  et  bcnrfofu/um  docendo,  &*c.  Chrysi 
in  Malta. 

1476.  The  Right  Use  of  Human  Learning. 

Magnus,  a  Roman  orator,  accused  St.  Jerome  for  bringing  te 
many  uncircnmcised  Greeks  into  the  temple,  and  by  that  mea 
defiling  candorem  Ecclesim  sordibus  ethnitorum,  the  unstained 
dour  of  the  church  of  Christ,  with  the  impure  sentences  of  heathe 
orators ;  but  the  good  father  with  sufficient  reason  doth  cle 
himself  from  those  aspersions.  And  so  it  is  to  be  desired  tfc 
every  one  may  do  the  like,  and  not  to  show  themselves  to 
greater  disciples  of  nature  than  scholars  of  grace,  or  to  have  studie 
more  in  the  school  of  humanity  than  in  the  university  of  divinir 
because  human  learning  is  to  be  used,  not  as  the  means  to  satis 
our  stomach,  but  as  the  sauce  to  provoke  our  appetite,  not  to 
strength  unto  the  truth,  but  ornament  to  our  speech,  being,  as  i 
were,  trimming  to  a  plain  suit,  and  garnish  to  a  good  dish  of  me 
And  indeed,  to  speak  the  best  of  it,  it  is  but  a  learned  kind 
ignorance,  which  yet  being  guided  and  bridled  by  the  Spirit 
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God,  may  be  wrought  (as  one  well  observed)  to  speak  like 
Balaam's  ass  to  good  purpose.  Rich.  Edes'  Serai.,  Duty  of  a  King. 

Huron,,  Epist.,  torn.  ii. 

1477.  Happiness  of  him  that  hath  the  Lord 
to  be  his  God. 

St.  Augustine  hath  this  passage  of  one,  that  passing  by  a  stately 
house,  which  had  fair  demesnes  about  it,  and  asking  another  that 
he  met,  to  whom  that  house  and  land  belonged,  he  answered, 
to  such  a  one ;  0,  says  he,  that  is  a  happy  man  indeed.  No,  says 
the  other,  not  so  happy  as  you  think  for,  it  is  none  such  happiness 
to  have  that  house  and  land  ;  but  he  is  happy  indeed  that  hath 
the  Lord  to  be  his  God,  it  is  a  privilege  that  exceeds  all  things 
whatsoever  ;  for  he  that  hath  honour  and  riches  may  go  to  hell  for 
them  all,  but  he  that  hath  God  to  be  his  God  is  sure  to  be  everlast- 
ingly happy. 

Jot.  Skutft  Serin.  on-Exod.  viii. 

1478.  Catechising  an  Excellent  Way  to 
Instruct  Youth. 

Thk  Jewish  Rabbis  observe  a  very  strict  method  in  the  instruc- 
tion of  children  and  others,  according  to  their  age  and  capacity  ; 
it  five  years  old  they  were  filii  legis,  sons  of  the  law  to  read  it ; 
iii  thirteen  they  were  called  filii  pracepti,  sons  of  the  precept  to 
understand  the  law,  then  they  received  the  passover  as  a  sacra- 
it  (for  even  children  did  eat  it,  as  a  remembrance  of  their  de- 
er.ince  out  of  Egypt)  and  then  also  they  were  purified ;  at  fifteen 
years  old,  they  came  to  be  Talmudistce,  and  went  to  deeper  points 
of  the  law,  and  talmudic  doubts.     Thus  did  the  Jews,  and  let  no 
ristians  lag  behind  them  in  propagating  the  truths  of  Jesus 
st  their  Master.     Let  children  be  well  instructed,  principled, 
imJ  catechised,  in  the  fundamentals  of  Christian  religion  ;  for 
without  catechising,  the  people  perish  in  the  want  of  knowledge, 
lad  become  fit  matter  for  every  priest,  Jesuit,  and  sectary  to  work 
Upon.     The  papists  have  confessed  that  all  the  ground  we  have 
gotten  of  them  is  by  catechism  ;  and  the  little  ground  they  have 
gotten  of  us  is  by  a  more  diligent  requiring  and  practising  of  it ; 
in  a  word,  catechising  is  as  well  a  family  as  a  church  duty  ;  were 
but  the  family  well  instructed,  the  minister  would  have  less  work 


>3* 

to  do ;  there  would  not  be  so  many  uncatechised  heads,  nor  so 
many  weather-cock  Christians,  as  now  are  be  to  found  amongst  us. 

Ra 
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Raym.  Martinus  de  Rep.  Ileb.        Joh.  Piantavilii  Florilegium  Rabbinic. 
J.  Donne s  Serm.  at  St.  Paufs,  Land.,  1621. 


1479.  To  Rest  Contented  with  God's  Good- 
will and  Pleasure. 

There  is  a  story  of  two  neighbours,  the  one  of  them  threw  him- 
self upon  the  providence  of  God  in  all  things  ;  but  the  other  by 
his  industry  and  pains  would  be  making  out  a  fortune  to  himself, 
so  that  if  anything  fell  cross,  atque  Decs  atque  astra  vocat  crudelia, 
he  would  nothing  but  murmur  and  repine.  Now,  so  it  happened 
that  the  grounds  and  granaries  of  the  one  were  fertile  and  full,  of 
the  other,  barren ;  many  wondered  at  it,  but  one  wiser  than  the 
rest  made  answer  :  Do  not  marvel  at  this  thing,  the  one 
enough,  because  he  dependeth  on  God ;  the  other  little  enoug 
because  he  will  be  wiser  than  God,  who  disposeth  all  things, 
many  such  there  are  now-a-days  to  be  found  amongst  us,  such  i 
although  they  pray  daily,  Thy  will  be  done,  yet  are  restless  and 
discontented,  if  it  be  not  done  according  to  their  own  will ;  whereas 
all  true  children  of  God  submit  to  His  most  wise,  powerful  and 
good  will ;  and  that  too  like  the  good  old  patriarch,  even  in  those 
things  which  may  seem  unjust,  in  such  things  as  may  thwart  and 
cross  their  intentions,  well  knowing  that  to  throw  themselves  upon 
God's  will,  is  the  readiest  way  to  have  their  own  way  in  all  things. 

*)oh.  Bromiardi  Sum.  Prod.         Dens  est ;  facia t  quicqttid  vult.  Sorit 
Uia  contentus  abi. 
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1 480.  The  Poorest  Man  may  in  his  Calling  do 

very  good  Service  unto  God. 

It  is  reported  of  an  abbot  that  lived  after  a  most  strict  and  sev 
kind  of  life,  and  being  desirous  to  know  with  whom  he  should 
associated  in  Heaven,  was  informed  in  a  vision  that  such  an 
in  such  a  town  should  be  his  next  companion  in  the  joys  of  Hea~ 
whereupon  the  abbot  went  and  inquired,  what  such  a  one  sho 
be  ;  and  understanding  that  he  was  but  a  poor  tradesman,  > 
lived  uprightly  in  his  calling,  and  brought  up  his  children  honestl 
in  the  fear  of  God,  he  went  home  and  learned  humility,  making 
this  conclusion  to  himself,  That  God  is  no  respecter  of  perso 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  <tc. 


•33 


but  is  far  better  pleased  with  him  that  is  faithful  and  diligent  in  the 
meanest  office,  than  with  him  that  is  careless  and  negligent  in  the 
highest  employment.  And  thus  it  is  that  the  poorest  shepherd, 
and  the  meanest  ploughman,  are  necessary  and  useful  in  the  church 
of  God,  and  may,  by  performing  the  duties  of  their  calling,  do  as 
acceptable,  though  not  as  excellent  service  unto  God,  as  any  other 
in  a  higher  place ;  the  fidelity  of  the  service,  and  not  the  excel- 
lency of  the  service  being  that  wherewith  God  is  most  affected. 
But  what  then  shall  become  of  such,  who  though  otherwise  born 
of  gentle  blood,  and  bred  up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel  in  the  schools 
of  the  prophets,  men  of  pregnant  capacities  and  able  bodies,  yet 
live  out  of  all  honest  vocations,  sacrificing  their  precious  time 
cither  to  Morpheus  the  minister  of  sleep,  Bacchus  the  god  of 
wine,  or  Venus  the  goddess  of  beauty  ;  as  if  neither  the  true  God, 
nor  the  commonwealth,  deserved  any  service  at  their  hands,  but 
that  all  were  due  to  the  bed,  the  tavern,  and  the  brothel. 

Speculum  exemplorum.        G.  Williams  of  Church,       Kgentes  in  mnndit  sed 
locupletes  Deo,  viths  vacui,  sed  virtutibus  plenit  &c.  Cassiodor.  in  Psalm* 


1481.  The  Happy  Succession  of  a  Christian 
Family. 

It  was  accounted  a  great  honour,  nay  the  very  height  of  felicity, 
that  in  one  house  and  race  of  the  Curios,  there  were  known  to  be 
three  excellent  orators  one  after  another,  by  descent  from  the 
father  to  the  son  ;  and  the  Fabii  afforded  three  presidents  of  the 
Ksate  in  course,  one  immediately  succeeding  the  other ;  the  like 
hatli  been  amongst  us  in  several  high  places  of  government  and 
judicature.  But  if  this  kind  of  succession  be  so  honourable,  so 
happy  ;  how  happy,  how  honourable  doth  the  succession  of  religion 
'om  father  to  son  make  families  to  be  !  there  it  is  that  the  name 
F Christ  may  be  said  to  live  for  ever :  filiabitur  nomen  ejus,  so  the 
ds  are,  Psalm  lxxii.,  it  shall  be  begotten  as  one  generation  is 
gotten  of  another,  and  so  make  a  happy  succession  of  Christ's 
De;  so  that  it  must  needs  be  then  a  blessed  tenure,  where 
st  is  held  in  eapite;  a  happy  family,  where  Christ  and  the  name 
d  the  family  go  hand  in  hand  together. 


Plat.  Nat.  Hist.  Lib.  vii.  cap.  41.       Sim-  de  Afuis.  in  lac. 
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1482,  No  Salvation  but  by  the  Mercies  of 

God  in  Christ  yesus* 

There  is  a  story  of  one,  that  falling  asleep,  dreamed  that  he  wj 
in  a  large  field,  hedged  in  on  all  sides  with  thunder,  lightning,  hail- 
storms, and  the  like  tempestuous  weather,  and  that  he  saw  certain 
houses  afar  off,  and  making  towards  one  of  them,  craved  admit- 
tance till  the  storm  were  over.    What  art  thou,  said  the  master  of 
the  house  ;  I  am  such  a  one,  says  he,  telling  him  his  name.  And 
I,  says  the  master,  am  called  Justice,  thou  must  not  look  for  a 
comfort  from  me,  but  rather  the  contrary.    At  another  house 
was  answered,  that  there  dwelt  Truth,  one  that  he  never  loved,  an 
must  therefore  expect  no  shelter  there.    Well,  he  goes  to  the  th' 
the  house  of  Peace,  and  there  he  finds  the  like  entertainment, 
the  midst  of  this  distraction,  he  lights  upon  the  house  of  Mer 
and  there  humbly  desiring  entrance,  was  made  welcome  and  r 
freshed.    This  may  be  but  a  dream,  imaginary,  yet  the  applicatio 
is  a  real  truth  :  then  thus,  It  is  not  the  sewing  up  together  of  som 
few  fig-leaves  of  merit  (as  some  suppose)  that  will  cover  the  nakc 
ness  of  a  poor  distressed  soul ;  nor  the  outward  varnish  an 
goodly  splendour  of  moral  virtues  and  human  performances  (as 
others  think)  that  can  add  anything  of  comfort  to  the  wounde 
conscience.    When  the  habitations  of  justice,  truth,  and  peace 
bolted  fast  upon  the  drooping  soul,  then  are  the  gates  of  me: 
wide  open  to  receive  it,  there  being  no  salvation,  but  by  the  m 
cies  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Laur.  Surius,  in  Vita  Dominici.       Joh.  Bromiardi  Sum.  Prudu.  Mi 
cordia  hut,  Domine  Jau,  ultima  sunt  refugia.    Bern,  in  Cant. 

1483.  A  Hypocrite  being  True  to  none,  is 

Beloved  of  none. 

The  griffin  in  the  fable,  when  the  battle  was  to  be  fought  betwr 
the  beasts  of  the  field,  and  the  fowls  of  the  air,  would  partake 
neither  side,  but  stood  neutral,  until  he  could  perceive  which  si 
did  get  the  best  of  the  day ;  and  therefore  showed  his  fore-p 
like  a  fowl  unto  the  birds,  and  his  hinder  part  like  a  four-foot 
beast  unto  the  beasts,  thereby  to  gull  them  both ;  but  his  dec 
being  perceived  of  both,  he  was  hated  and  rejected  of  both,  as  u 
worthy  to  be  trusted  on  either  side.    Thus  it  fares  with  the  hy 
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crite,  who  being  desirous  to  serve  two  masters,  and  to  retain  the 
favour  both  of  God  and  the  world,  is  hated  both  of  God  and  the 
world.  The  devil  hates  him,  because  he  retaineth  unto  Christ ; 
and  Christ  hates  him  much  more,  because  he  doth  but  only  retain 
unto  Him :  the  world  cannot  abide  him,  because  he  professeth 
godliness ;  and  God  can  worse  abide  him,  because  he  doth  but 
profess  it ;  neither  of  them  doth  love  him,  because  he  hath  been 
true  to  neither,  nor  yet  indeed  unto  himself,  but  hath  betrayed 
Christ  for  the  world's  sake,  and  the  world  for  Christ's  sake,  and 
himself  for  sin  and  Satan's  sake. 

sEtop,  Fab.       G.  Williams,  of  Church.       Odi  virum  duplicem  na/um,  bo- 
Hum  sermonibus,  inimiatm  moribui.    Peri.  Efiigt  .  i. 

1484.  The  Church's  Sad  Condition  to  be  Laid 
to  Heart. 

It  is  reported  of  Alexander,  that  being  in  extreme  thirst,  when  a 
draught  of  water  was  offered  unto  him,  he  thought  it  a  hard  thing, 
and  no  way  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  a  prince,  that  he  alone 
should  quench  his  thirst,  when  others  in  his  army  had  not  where- 
withal to  abate  theirs,  wherefore  he  returns  the  cup  with  this 
speech,  Ntc  solus  bibcre  sustineo,  cVf.,  I  cannot  endure  to  drink 
alone,  and  here  is  not  enough  for  every  one  to  wet  their  lips. 
Thus  Uriah,  while  the  ark  and  his  lord  Joab  was  in  the  field,  will 
not  go  down  to  his  house,  no  not  so  much  as  to  refresh  himself, 
a  Sam.  xL  1 1.    And  what  says  old  Anchises,  when  jUneas  would 
Hit  saved  his  life,  Absit  ut,  excisa  possim  supcrvivere  Troia,  Far 
1*  it  from  me,  that  1  should  desire  to  live  when  Troy  suffers  that 
it  does  ;  and  thus,  far  let  it  be  from  any  true-hearted  Christian  to 
'e  deliriously,  when  not  Troy,  but  the  church  of  God  is  under  a 
cloud  of  sorrow  and  affliction,  so  that  what  betwixt  the  popish  and 
the  peevish  party,  she  is  ready  to  be  overwhelmed  :  to  blame  then 
Wall  they,  that  with  those  Jewish  priests  at  the  taking  of  Jerusa- 
lem by  Titus  the  Roman  emperor,  have  not  only  a  desire  to  live, 
l>ut  to  live  in  pomp,  in  bravery,  in  giving  liberty  to  themselves  in 
ill  sensual  delights,  in  abating  nothing  of  their  carnal  content- 
ts,  when  they  see  and  hear  of  the  church  of  God  suffering 
cious  things,  and  brought  unto  lamentable  straits,  under  the 
urden  of  sore  and  most  heavy  pressures. 


Q.  Curtiut,  Lib.  vii.       Virgil.       Jattphus  de  Beth  Judako,  Lib.  vi. 
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1485.  Mercies  of  God  in  Christ  fesus, 
Danger  of  Dallying  with  them. 

One  that  hath  plied  his  cups  hard,  and  coming  home  drunk, 
a  candle  lighted  on  the  table,  but  through  the  swiftness  and  vio- 
lence of  the  spirits  being  oppressed  to  and  fro,  he  seeth  things 
double  ;  instead  of  one  candle  he  sees  two,  and  going,  as  he  thinks, 
to  put  out  one  of  them,  he  finds  himself  in  the  dark,  and  cries  out, 
Where  is  the  other  candle  ?  but  all  in  vain.  Thus  carnal-minded 
men  being,  as  it  were,  intoxicated  with  the  delights  and  pleasures  of 
this  world,  do  through  the  multiplying  glass  of  their  own  deceitful 
fancies,  see  not  only  one  or  two,  but  the  many  and  superabundant 
mercies  of  God,  yet  extinguishing  and  not  seasonably  applying  the 
sweet  and  tender  mercies  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  to  their  souls, 
like  children  that  have  played  away  the  candle,  and  go  to  bed 
darkling  ;  so  they  having  abused  the  time  of  mercy,  are  cast  out 
into  utter  darkness  to  all  eternity,  and  then  when  it  is  too  late 
they  cry  out,  as  the  drunkard  did  for  the  candle,  Lord,  where  ; 
Thy  mercies  of  old  %  Psalm.  Ixxxviii. 

Sir  Fr.  Bacon,  Nat.  Hist.       Lud.  Granatens.,  Dux  Pacatorum. 

Bramiarii  Sum.  Pnzd. 

1 486.  Go d,  not  to  be  Set  out  by  any  Repre- 
sentation or  Image  to  the  Eye  of  Alan. 

It  is  recorded  of  Zeuxis,  one  of  the  best  Gentile  painters  in  the 
world,  that  going  about  to  draw  the  portraiture  of  Juno,  he  singled 
out  five  of  the  fairest  virgins  in  Agrigentum,  and  painted  her  ac- 
cording to  that  which  he  saw  most  commendable  in  any  one  of 
them  ;  but  when  he  went  about  to  make  the  picture  of  Venus,  he 
selected  fifty  of  the  fairest  maids  in  Sparta,  and  said,  fifty  more, 
fairer  than  those,  were  not  sufficient  patterns  to  afford  him  form 
and  beauty  to  express  the  perfection  of  such  a  goddess  ;  and 
therefore,  when  his  art  was  not  able  to  reach  her  excellency,  he 
drew  on  his  table  a  large  picture  of  a  temple,  with  a  door  opei 
and  the  goddess,  as  it  were,  going  in,  so  that  the  beholder  co 
see  nothing  but  her  back  parts.  Now,  if  so  excellent  an 
could  not  express  the  excellency  of  flesh  and  blood,  how  shall  any 
man  be  able  to  paint  or  set  out  by  any  presentation  of  the  eye 
man  the  spiritual  and  invisible  God  ?  And,  therefore,  let  Dem 
rius  the  silversmith,  and  Alexander  the  coppersmith,  and  all 
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and  painters,  pack  and  be  gone,  and  never  employ 
resemble  the  image  of  the  incomprehensible  God  ; 
use  the  drawing  of  His  image  will  but  rather  show  the  great- 
ness of  their  folly  than  be  able  to  express  the  least  part  of  His 
glory. 

Plin.,  Nat.  Wit.,  Lib,  xxxv.,  tap  9.  At.  Till.  Ck.  de  Invent.,  Lib.  ii 
Cat.  Rhodoginus,  far.  Lett.,  Lib.  iv.  Pmcul  hive  Zeusis,  preeul  esto 
Lytipptu.  Hornt. 

1487.  ///  Time  of  Prosperity  to  Provide  for 

Adversity. 

The  naturalists  observe,  that  while  the  halcyon  bird  is  brooding 
ber  eggs  and  bringing  forth  her  young  ones,  there  is  usually  fair 
weather,  (from  whence  we  call  good  times,  halcyon-days,)  she 
wglects  not  any  of  those  days,  but  sits  close  upon  her  nest,  and 
is  very  diligent  in  bringing  forth,  lest  if  there  should  be  a  change 
of  weather,  the  waters  should  grow  high,  and  her  young  ones  be  in 
danger  of  drowning.  Thus,  in  the  times  of  prosperity,  we  must 
provide  for  adversity,  lay  hold  upon  the  opportunities  of  peace 
and  liberty  to  edify  ourselves  in  the  most  holy  faith.  This  was 
the  church's  care,  Acts  ix.  31,  and  this  must  be  ours,  while  our 
ship  is  in  the  haven  to  mend  it  there,  when  it  is  out  at  sea  in  a 
storm,  it  will  be  too  late  then  ;  there  is  yet  some  hope  (but  how 
long  there  will  be,  God  knows)  let  us  provide  for  worse  times,  that 
we  be.  not  surprised  on  a  sudden  when  they  come  upon  us. 

llftl.  Aldmandi  Ornithol.,  Lib.  XX.  Pliny's  Nat.  //ist..  Lib.  x.  tap.  32. 
Tu  fuM/ut  Jac  timeas,  el  qua  tibi  lata  videntur,  Dum  Uxiueris  fieri  tristia 
fosse  pula.    Ovid,  Pont.  iv.  3. 

1488.  Mercies  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  to  be 
Sought  while  they  may  be  Found. 

that  intends  to  speak  with  any  one  in  a  well  fortified  castle, 
must  come  by  day  while  the  drawbridge  is  down,  otherwise,  being 
Mice  up,  there  will  be  no  entrance  at  all.  Thus  many  a  man 
loseth  mercy,  as  Saul  did  his  kingdom,  by  not  discerning  the  time  ; 
Etu  came  too  late,  and  the  foolish  virgins  did  not  lay  hold  upon 
tit  first  opportunity.  He  therefore  that  resolves  for  Heaven,  must 
h  Dm  time  of  this  life  make  good  his  passage,  strive  to  enter  while 
(he  bridge  of  mercy  is  let  down ;  for  if  it  be  once  drawn  up,  there 
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is  no  by-ward,  no  loop-hole  to  creep  in  at,  and  that  soul  m 
needs  then  be  exposed  to  the  justice  of  God,  where  mercy  ha 
shut  up  her  tender  bowels  of  compassion. 

Joh.  Bromiardi  Summa  Pradicant.      Facbene  dum  vivis,po:l  mortem,  &v. 

1 489.  A  Great  Fault  in  Women  not  to  Nur 

their  own  Children. 

It  is  reported  of  Gracchus,  a  nobleman  of  Rome,  that  when  t 
nurse  brought  home  his  child,  he  gave  her  a  pearl  of  very  gr 
price,  and  another  of  far  less  value  to  the  mother  ;  and  being  d 
manded  why  he  respected  the  nurse  so  much,  and  the  mother  so 
little,  answered  that  the  mother  bare  the  child  but  nine  months 
in  her  womb,  and  the  nurse  bare  him  above  thirty  months  in  her 
arms.  It  was  otherwise  with  Anthusa,  the  mother  of  that  golden- 
mouthed  Father,  she  was  able  to  draw  arguments  to  dissuade  her 
son  from  leading  a  monastic  life,  by  his  drawing  of  her  br 
when  he  was  an  infant ;  but  now,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  that  v 
few  women  can  make  out  any  such  reason  to  persuade  or  dissu 
their  children,  which  is  the  cause  many  times,  that  as  parents  ha' 
showed  little  love  and  affection  in  the  nursing  of  their  children, 
their  children  in  like  sort  do  perform  little  regard  and  obedien 
to  the  honouring  of  their  parents. 

Vat.  Max.,  Lib.  iv.  cap.  6.         Conr.  Zuinger,  Theat.  ■Hum.  Vita, 

G.  Williams,  of  the  Church. 

1490.  The  Implacable  Malice  of  Wicked  Men 
against  Professors  of  the  Gospel. 

Felix,  Earl  of  Wurtemburg,  one  of  the  captains  of  Charles  V., 
swore  in  the  presence  of  divers  at  supper,  that  before  he  died  he 
would  ride  up  to  the  spurs  in  the  blood  of  Lutherans  ;  but  God 
soon  cooled  his  courage,  for  that  very  night  he  was  choked  and 
strangled  in  his  own  blood.  After  John  Huss  was  burnt,  his  adver- 
saries got  his  heart,  which  was  left  untouched  by  the  fire,  and  b 
it  with  their  staves  ;  and  the  bones  of  Martin  Bucer  and  Paul 
Fagius  were  taken  up  and  burnt,  after  they  had  a  long  time  be 
buried  in  silence.  O  the  desperate  madness  and  malice  of 
persecutors,  such  as  bum  in  anger  against  the  godly  !  It  was 
Paul's  prayer,  that  he  might  be  delivered  from  unreasonable 
wicked  men.  2  Thess.  iii.  1 ;  the  word  is  droVw,  absurd  men,  su 
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as  put  themselves  upon  ways  of  opposition  against  all  reason  and 
common  sense ;  nay,  such  is  their  rage  and  bitterness  of  spirit, 
that  it  makes  them  break  all  bonds  of  humanity,  and  go  against 
laws  or  anything,  so  as  they  may  but  torment  the  dear  servants  of 
God. 

FUc.  Jlliric.  Cat.  Test.  VeriUU.  Acts  and  Monuments. 

1 49 1.  The  Multitude — not  to  be  Guided  by 

them. 

Ir  is  reported  of  a  certain  duke  of  the  Saracens,  and  he  none 
the  wisest,  that,  being  almost  persuaded  to  be  a  Christian,  he  would 
needs  be  baptised  ;  but  being  brought  to  the  water  side,  and 
having  one  foot  in,  before  he  would  wet  the  other,  he  demanded 
of  the  baptiser  where  his  father,  mother,  kindred,  and  friends  were 
that  died  without  baptism.  It  was  answered  that  they  were  all 
in  hell,  with  a  multitude  of  unbelievers  besides ;  but  whither  shall 
I  go,  says  he,  when  I  am  baptised?  to  Heaven,  says  the  priest,  if 
you  live  a  good  life.  Nay  then,  says  he,  pulling  his  foot  out  of 
ihe  water,  take  your  baptism  to  yourself,  let  me  go  to  that  place, 
where  the  many,  not  where  the  few,  where  my  friends  and  acquaint- 
ance, and  a  great  number  of  others  of  all  sorts  are,  I  love  to  see  ray 
friends  about  me.  And  this  is  just  the  fashion  of  this  present  wicked 
world,  men  are  much  taken  with  the  many,  they  choose  rather  to 
follow  the  multitude  to  do  evil,  than  to  close  with  the  remnant, 
that  shall  be  saved,  to  do  any  good.  A  sad  choice,  God  wot  1  to 
he  so  far  taken  with  the  common  rabble  that  know  not  God,  and 
nin  headlong  to  hell,  rather  than  to  join  with  the  little  flock  of 
Christ  that  shall  be  assuredly  saved. 

Bromiardi  Summa  Predicant.  Cottr.  Zuingeri,  Thtat.  Hum.  Vit,t, 
LH.  vii.  Turba  tremens  sequitur  fortunam.  Juveit.  Pauei  qttos 
•lymu  amavit  Jupiter.  Ovid. 

1492.  Every  Man  to  Think  the  Best  of  his 
own  IVife. 

Xknophon*  being  demanded,  if  his  neighbour  had  a  better  house 
ikan  himself,  and  that  he  might  have  his  choice  of  them,  which 
*ould  he  have,  his  or  his  own  ?  he  answered,  his ;  so  being  de- 
manded the  like  question  of  his  horse,  of  his  field,  and  the  like, 
I  answered,  his ;  but  being  asked,  if  his  neighbour  had  a 
hirer  or  a  better  wife  than  himself,  which  of  them  he  had  rather 
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have,  kk  Xetwphoti  ipse  facuit,  he  either  said,  his  own,  or  saic! 
nothing,  silently  concluding,  that  she  was  the  best.  Thus  it  is, 
that  every  man  must  think  his  own  wife  to  be  the  fairest  and  the 
most  faithful  that  he  could  find,  esteeming  of  her  as  of  the  best 
treasure  he  hath,  loving  her  above  all  others ;  not  like  the  Egypti 
frogs,  croaking  in  other  men's  chambers;  but  as  the  adamant  tu 
only  to  one  point,  so  keeping  to  his  own  wife  so  long  as  they  bo 
shall  live. 

In  Appendice  Xenophontea  adject.  Operibus.       Uxor  bona  cant  subtlla.  Ov 
Quicunquc  bonus  maritus  et prudent  sttam  atnat  et  curat.  Homer. 

1493.  To  be  Ready  to  Suffer  Persecution  b 
Christ's  Example. 

There  is  mention  made  of  a  Roman  servant,  who  knowing  th 
his  master  was  sought  for  by  officers  to  be  put  to  death,  he  p 
himself  into  his  master's  clothes,  that  he  might  be  taken  for  hi 
and  so  he  was,  and  put  to  death  for  him.  Whereupon  in  memory 
of  his  thankfulness  to  him,  the  master  erected  a  brazen  statue  with 
this  inscription,  Servo  Jideli,  To  the  trusty  servant.  Thus  Christ, 
who  was  not  a  servant,  but  our  Lord  and  Master,  yet  when  He  saw 
we  were  like  to  die,  He  took  upon  Him  the  form  of  a  servant,  He 
came  in  our  likeness  that  He  might  die  for  us,  and  He  did  so. 
Now  He  requires  not  of  us  to  erect  any  brazen  monument  in 
memory  of  Him,  or  in  honour  to  him,  but  that  we  should  be  ready 
and  willing  to  suffer  for  Him  when  He  calls  us  thereunto,  Phil.  i. 
Certainly,  His  example  in  humbling  Himself  so  much  to  suffer  for 
us,  should  be  mightily  prevalent  with  us,  that  if  He  emptied  Himself 
so  much  to  become  the  son  of  man,  how  much  more  should  we 
(having  so  fair  a  copy  to  write  by)  be  much  more  willing  to  empt 
ourselves,  that  we  may  be  the  sons  of  God. 

Jer.  Borogh's  Moses1  Choice,  pag.  91.     Qui  in  Christo  credimus,  ChrististcU 
exemplar.      Hieron.  Epist.  9. 

1494.  Pride,  the  Vanity  thereof. 

Valerius  Maximus,  an  eminent  observer  of  times  and  perso 
says,  that  Alexander  the  Great  had  three  ill  qualities ;  first,  that 
he  looked  upon  his  father  (though  otherwise  well  enough  qualified) 
as  a  roan  of  no  desert  at  all ;  secondly,  though  he  was  a  Mace- 
donian born,  yet  he  put  himself  into  the  Persian  garb,  because 
more  rich  and  costly  than  his  own ;  thirdly,  his  conquest  had  so 
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swelled  him,  that  he  would  be  no  longer  a  man,  but  he  must  be  a 
god  forsooth,  and  no  less  than  the  son  of  Jupiter.  Such  is  the 
nature  of  pride  and  natural  condition  of  all  proud  men,  whether 
it  be  in  relation  to  things  spiritual  or  temporal,  that  they  think  no 
man  good  enough  to  be  their  fellow  ;  stand  further  off,  says  one, 
I  am  holier  than  thou  ;  keep  your  distance,  says  another,  I  am 
richer,  greater,  &c.  than  thou.  Let  a  man  be  but  once  got  upon 
a  foot-cloth,  how  big  doth  he  look  upon  inferior  passengers  !  And 
if  he  have  purchased  a  little  more  land  than  his  neighbours,  yo 
shall  see  it  in  his  garb  ;  if  he  command,  it  is  imperiously  ;  if  he 
salutes,  it  is  with  a  surly  and  silent  nod.  He  thinks  with  the 
Pharisee,  he  is  not  like  other  men,  he  looks  upon  himself  as  a 
giant,  and  upon  all  the  world  besides  as  dwarfs,  as  if  made  for 
nothing  but  to  be  laughed  at ;  when  himself  is  but  a  man,  and 
God  knows,  a  foolish  one  too,  whom  a  little  trash  can  affect  so 
deeply,  not  remembering,  that  as  the  king,  so  the  beggar;  as  dieth 
the  wise  man,  so  the  fool ;  and  that  the  rich  and  the  poor  shall 
both  meet  together  in  the  grave. 

Vol.  Afaa.        Quintus  Cur  fun  de  Rib.  Cutis  Alucand.       Joh.  Feri  Postilla, 
Quid  superbis  terra  et  rinit,  frv.  /  Origin,  Homil.  in  Etek. 

1495.  More  Teachers  than  Learners. 

A  certain  king  desirous  to  know  what  professors  he  had  most  in 
kingdom,  one  of  his  courtiers  answered,  Physicians ;  That  is 
-Ossible,  said  the  king.     But  to  make  it  good,  the  king  being 
disguised,  he  went  along  with  him  the  next  day  among  a  multi- 
tude of  people,  and  feigning  himself  not  well,  but  troubled  with 
Hich  and  so  many  diseases,  that  he  could  not  tell  what  to  do  with- 
remedy,  then  every  one  began  to  tell  him  what  was  good 
such  and  such  a  disease  ;  some  one  thing,  some  another ;  none 
d  his  complaint,  but  prescribed  a  remedy  ;  and  he  was  a  fool 
that  was  not  then  a  physician.     So  it  is  now  among  us,  he  is  no- 
body that  is  not  a  teacher  ;  teaching  cobblers,  teaching  tradesmen, 
leaching  soldiers,  all  teachers  and  preachers  ;  all  got  into  the 
upper  form,  when  their  place  is  in  the  lower  ;  they  are  up  in  the 
mount  with  Moses,  when  they  should  stand  below  with  Aaron 
among  the  people  ;  they  are  teaching  others,  when  it  is  fit  they 
should  be  taught  themselves,  their  foolish  heads  like  over-seeth- 
ing pots,  casting  out  the  froth  of  their  own  shame. 

Casuam  Coilat.  Lib.  ii.       G.  Williams,  of  the  Church         Miser  est  qui  docet 
antiquum  didictt,  &c,    Sidon.  Ep.  Lib.  iv. 
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1496.  Prosperity  of  the  Wicked  not  to  be 

Envied  at. 

When  a  soldier  was  to  die  for  taking  a  bunch  of  grapes  against 
the  general's  command,  and  going  to  execution,  he  went  eating 
his  grapes  ;  one  of  his  fellows  rebuked  him  saying,  What!  are  you 
eating  your  grapes  now  1  The  poor  man  answers,  I  pray  thee, 
friend,  do  not  envy  me  these  grapes,  for  they  do  cost  me  dear  ;  so 
they  did  indeed,  for  they  cost  him  his  life,  Thus  let  no  man  env 
the  prosperity  of  the  wicked,  nor  fret  at  the  men  of  this  world  wh 
live  in  pleasure,  and  wallow  in  the  sensual  delights  of  this  lii 
they  know  no  better,  they  seek  after  no  better  things ;  there  I 
little  cause  why  any  man  should  grudge  what  they  have,  for  the 
must  give  a  sad  account  of  what  they  have  received,  and  pay  de 
at  the  last,  even  (without  God's  preventing  mercy)  the  loss  of  the 
immortal  souls  to  all  eternity. 

Jer.  Borcgh's  Moses1  Choice,  page  99.       Quid proderit  aria  plena,  &v.  I  An 
de  Verb.  Dam.  Serm.  12. 

1497.  To  be  IVatchful  in  the  Performance 

of  Holy  Duties. 

It  is  said  of  the  cranes,  that  roosting  by  the  water-side,  one  1 
them  is  always  upon  the  watch,  with  a  stone  in  her  claw,  so  th 
upon  the  approach  of  their  enemy,  down  falls  the  stone  into 
water,  wherewith  being  awakened,  they  take  themselves  to  fligh 
for  farther  safety  ;  and  that  natural  music-master,  the  nighting 
being  to  delight  herself  with  her  night  songs,  and  fearing  lest 
by  sleep  she  should  endanger  herself  to  birds  of  prey,  sets 
breast  against  a  thom  to  keep  her  waking.  And  thus  must  we 
watchful  over  ourselves  in  all  things,  especially  in  the  performanc 
of  holy  duties,  whether  it  be  in  prayer  when  we  speak  unto  1 
or  in  hearing  when  God  speaks  unto  us,  or  in  sacramental  actions, 
wherein  God  offereth  Himself  freely  unto  us,  or  when  we  be  ab 
to  sing  the  songs  of  Sion,  then  it  is  that  we  must  use  all  goc 
means  to  keep  us  waking.  Col.  iv.  2,  because  we  are  every  hand 
while  apt  through  our  sluggishness  to  take  a  nap  and  thereby  to 
endanger  our  souls  to  those  ravenous  and  hellish  fowls,  who  take 
their  chief  delight  in  the  works  of  darkness,  and  are  ready  to  seitt 
upon  us  if  they  find  us  sleeping. 

Ulyss.  Atdrovand.  Ornitholeg.  Lib.  i.       Plin.  Nat.  Hist.  Lib.  X.  Ut 
teipsum  semes  MM  expergisteris  !    Horat.  £/.  vii. 
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1498.  Magistrates,  Ministers,  &c,  to  be 
Men  of  Courage. 

Elvidius  Priscus,  being  commanded  by  Vespasian  either  not  to 
come  into  the  senate,  or  being  there  to  speak  nothing  but  what  he 
directed  ;  made  answer,  that  being  a  senator,  it  was  fit  he  should 
go  into  the  senate,  and  being  there,  it  was  his  duty  to  speak  in  his 
conscience  what  he  thought  to  be  true  ;  and  then  being  threatened, 
if  he  did  so,  he  should  die,  further  added  :  That  he  never  as  yet 
told  him  that  he  was  immortal ;  and  therefore,  said  he,  do  what 
you  will,  I  will  do  what  I  ought ;  and  as  it  is  in  your  power  to  put 
me  unjustly  to  death,  so  it  is  in  my  power  to  die  resolvedly  for  the 
tnth.  Here  now  was  a  brave  spirited  heathen,  fit  for  Christian 
imitation ;  for  he  can  never  be  a  faithful  man,  that  is  afraid  to 
speak  his  mind.  Men  of  public  employment  for  the  people's 
good,  must  and  ought  to  stand  up  for  the  truth,  to  be  men  of 
courage,  men  of  resolution,  not  fearing  the  frowns  of  any  whatso- 
;  not  echoing  out  the  dictates  of  others,  bnt  freely  speaking 
ir  own  thoughts  without  any  fear  at  all. 

Siutcmrui  in  Vila.       ReiptiblUae  causa  te  exponent  el  non  cedent  ntqut 
fugiens,  <5rv.      Aquin.  de  Regim.  Pr'mtip. 

To  be  Temperate  in  Meat  and  Drink. 

WEL  was  afraid  of  taking  liberty  to  his  flesh  in  eating  the  king's 
Mat,  Dan.  i.  8.    Mean  was  the  provision  of  John  the  Baptist, 
his  fare  was  locusts  and  wild  honey,  and  yet  there  was  not  a 
pater  born  of  a  woman  before  him,  Match,  xi.  11.    A  few  loaves 
»od  a  little  bread  was  Basil's  provision.    And  Jerome  reports  of 
Hilarion,  that  he  never  did  eat  anything  before  the  sun  went  down, 
snd  that  which  he  did  eat  at  any  time  was  very  mean  ;  nay, 
Jerome  himself  lived  very  abstemiously  with  cold  water,  and  a  few 
dried  figs,  for  to  eat  anything  so  much  as  boiled  was  accounted 
ry  ;  and  to  make  up  the  mess,  St  Augustine  hath  such  an  ex- 
ion  concerning  himself  as  this,  Hoc  me  docuisti.  Domine,  &-c, 
ou  Lord,  hast  taught  me  this,  That  I  should  go  to  my  meat  as 
to  a  medicine ;  he  meant,  as  not  to  satisfy  his  appetite,  but  to  re- 
pair nature.    Thus  it  hath  been  the  care  of  all  God's  dearest 
servants,  to  keep  down  their  bodies,  to  club  them  down,  so  signi- 
fies the  word  vwwirta^ui,  1  Cor.  ix.  27,  to  deny  contentment  to  the 
flesh,  not  making  the  least  provision  for  it,  so  that  they  have  in 
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their  several  generations  become  eminently  instrumental  to 
glory  j  whereas  they  that  cater  only  for  their  bellies,  have 
brains  sunk  down  into  the  quagmire  of  their  bellies,  so  that  the 
parts,  those  gifts  of  understanding  they  were  wont  to  have,  are 
the  light  of  a  snuff  of  a  candle  fallen  down  in  the  socket, 
drowned  with  the  filth  of  their  intemperance,  being  fit  for  nothing. 


Epist.  ad  y  ulianum,         Epist.  22.  ad  Eustack.  Confcssionum 
David  Partus  in  locum,       Vina  I'cnusqui  ttoccnt,  Harrtndumqut  h 
in  carport  monstrum  est.  Virgil. 


their 

hing. 
Lib.  x. 


1500.  Consideration  of  the  Shortness  of  Life, 
to  be  a  Memento  of  Death. 

It  is  reported  of  the  birds  of  Norway,  that  they  fly  faster  than 
fowls  of  any  other  country,  not  because  nature  hath  given  mc 
nimbleness  or  agility  to  their  wings,  but  by  an  instinct ;  they  kne 
ing  the  days  in  that  climate  to  be  very  short,  not  above  th 
hours  long,  do  therefore  make  the  more  haste  to  their  nests.  Th 
should  every  one  of  us  do,  and  strange  it  is  that  we  do  not  i 
Shall  birds  make  such  use  of  their  observation,  know  their 
pointed  time?  Jer.  viii.  7.    Then  let  us  practically,  knowing  1 
shortness  of  our  lives,  by  a  speedy  and  seasonable  repentan 
make  haste  to  our  home,  the  house  appointed  for  all  living,  Jc 
xxx.  23. 


Olaus  Mag.  Hist.  Septentrional.       Vive  mtmor  quam  sis  crvi  brevis. 

1 50 1.  Practice  of  the  Law  abused. 


Ferdinando,  King  of  Spain,  when  he  sent  Pedrarias  to  be  go 
nor  of  the  Western  Islands,  forbade  him  to  take  any  lawyer  or 
advocate  along  with  him  ;  his  reason  was  that  they  might  not  sow 
the  seed  of  suits,  where  there  were  none  before:  and  it  was 
usually  put  on  by  King  James,  in  a  cautionary  way,  upon  the  con- 
vention of  any  parliament,  that  they  should  have  a  care  of 
wrangling  lawyer  (and  another  sort  of  peevish  people)  in  a  mc 
especial  manner.  Not  but  that  the  laws  are  right,  but  the  practic 
them  is  much  abused.  God  and  men  have  made  them  righte 
but  the  lawyers  have  found  out  inventions.  They  are  virgiita 
ealamo,  pure  virgins  as  they  were  first  penned,  but  merctrica 
foro,  prostituted  whores  as  they  are  pleaded ;  lawyers  being  nc 
like  the  physicians  in  Christ's  time,  on  whom  the  poor  widow  [ 
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all  that  she  had,  and  was  never  the  nearer  to  her  health  ;  so 
may  spend  their  money,  and  lose  a  great  deal  of  precious 
e  in  running  after  lawyers,  and  in  the  end  be  in  a  far  worse 
than  they  were  at  the  beginning. 

Rerun  Qtr.  Sa  if  lores.     R.  IVillan,  Conspiracy  againtt Kings,  God's  laughter, 
a  Sermon  at  Court,  1627. 

2.  Flesh  and  Blood  not  to  be  Hearkened 
unto. 

1 1 I  reported  of  a  young  man,  that  he  had  devoted  himself  to  a  reli- 
gious life,  whereupon  his  parents  disliking  that  way,  wrote  divers 
letters  unto  him  to  dissuade  him  ;  but  he  being  resolved  to  go  on, 
when  any  letters  came  afterwards  directed  to  him,  he  would  not 
so  much  as  open  them,  but  threw  them  into  the  fire.  And  thus 
it  is,  that  a  man  is  no  sooner  entered  into  a  trade  of  godliness, 
ami  shall  give  up  his  name  unto  Christ,  but  flesh  and  blood  will 
In-  ready  to  come  in  and  say :  Spare  yourself,  what  need  you  do 
thus  and  thus,  you  may  do  well  enough  at  last.  This  now  is  de- 
itmcrive  counsel  pleasing  damnation  ;  hearken  not  to  it,  throw 
y  these  letters,  these  carnal  suggestions  ;  do  not  by  any  means 
'er  them ;  but  be  resolved  in  thine  heart,  and  say:  I  know  in 
m  I  have  believed,  I  did  not  choose  this  way  rashly,  but  I 
the  power  of  God  upon  my  heart  before  I  made  my  choice, 
Jnd  I  had  grounds  and  arguments  for  my  so  doing,  and  whatso- 
ever can  be  suggested  to  the  contrary,  I  will  not  give  ear  unto  it 

Joh  Cassiani  Collat.  Ltb.  ii.      Jer.  Borogh's  Moses'  Choice. 

1503.  The  Benefit  of  Meditation  as  to  the 
Mollifying  of  the  Heart. 

Wax,  when  it  is  laid  in  cold  places,  becomes  so  hard  and  stiff,  that 
it  will  break  rather  than  bow  ;  but  being  laid  in  the  sun,  becomes 
soft  and  pliable,  fit  for  any  impression.  So  when  we  neglect  the 
of  meditation  on  good  things,  our  hearts  being  changed  from 
,  wax  hard  and  obdurate  ;  but  when  by  meditation  we  draw 
unto  Him,  the  beams  of  His  favour  shining  upon  our  hearts 
make  them  soft  and  flexible,  and  fit  for  any  holy  impression 
He  shall  be  pleased  to  stamp  upon  them. 

mi's  Guide  to  Godliness.      M.  Ficinut  in  Dionys.  Arwpagite.  de  Drv. 
Xom, 
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1485.  Mercies  of  God  in  Christ  J^esus,  the 
Danger  of  Dallying  with  them. 

One  that  hath  plied  his  cups  hard,  and  coming  home  drunk,  finds 
a  candle  lighted  on  the  table,  but  through  the  swiftness  and  vio- 
lence of  the  spirits  being  oppressed  to  and  fro,  he  seeth  things 
double  :  instead  of  one  candle  he  sees  two,  and  going,  as  he  thinks, 
to  put  out  one  of  them,  he  finds  himself  in  the  dark,  and  cries  out, 
Where  is  the  other  candle  1  but  all  in  vain.  Thus  carnal-minded 
men  being,  as  it  were,  intoxicated  with  the  delights  and  pleasures  of 
this  world,  do  through  the  multiplying  glass  of  their  own  deceitful 
fancies,  see  not  only  one  or  two,  but  the  many  and  superabundant 
mercies  of  God,  yet  extinguishing  and  not  seasonably  applying  the 
sweet  and  tender  mercies  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  to  their  souls, 
like  children  that  have  played  away  the  candle,  and  go  to  bed 
darkling  j  so  they  having  abused  the  time  of  mercy,  are  cast  out 
into  utter  darkness  to  all  eternity,  and  then  when  it  is  too  late, 
they  cry  out,  as  the  drunkard  did  for  the  candle,  Lord,  where  are 
Thy  mercies  of  old  ?  Psalm.  lxxxviiL 

Sir  Pr.  Bacon,  Nat.  Hist.       Lud.  Granatens.,  Dux  Peccatorum,  Joi. 
Bromiardi  Sum.  Prud. 

1486.  God,  not  to  be  Set  out  by  any  Repre- 
sentation or  Image  to  the  Eye  of  Man. 

It  is  recorded  of  Zeuxis,  one  of  the  best  Gentile  painters  in  the 
world,  that  going  about  to  draw  the  portraiture  of  Juno,  he  singled 
out  five  of  the  fairest  virgins  in  Agrigentum,  and  painted  her  ac- 
cording to  that  which  he  saw  most  commendable  in  any  one  of 
them  ;  but  when  he  went  about  to  make  the  picture  of  Venus,  he 
selected  fifty  of  the  fairest  maids  in  Sparta,  and  said,  fifty  more, 
fairer  than  those,  were  not  sufficient  patterns  to  afford  him  form 
and  beauty  to  express  the  perfection  of  such  a  goddess ;  and 
therefore,  when  his  art  was  not  able  to  reach  her  excellency,  he 
drew  on  his  table  a  large  picture  of  a  temple,  with  a  door  open, 
and  the  goddess,  as  it  were,  going  in,  so  that  the  beholder  could 
see  nothing  but  her  back  parts.  Now,  if  so  excellent  an  artist 
could  not  express  the  excellency  of  flesh  and  blood,  how  shall  any 
man  be  able  to  paint  or  set  out  by  any  presentation  of  the  eye  of 
man  the  spiritual  and  invisible  God  1  And,  therefore,  let  Demet- 
rius the  silversmith,  and  Alexander  the  coppersmith,  and  all  the 
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1485.  Mercies  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus, 
Danger  of  Dallying  with  them. 

One  that  hath  plied  his  cups  hard,  and  coming  home  drunk,  finds 
a  candle  lighted  on  the  table,  but  through  the  swiftness  and  vio- 
lence of  the  spirits  being  oppressed  to  and  fro,  he  seeth  things 
double  ;  instead  of  one  candle  he  sees  two,  and  going,  as  he  thinks, 
to  put  out  one  of  them,  he  finds  himself  in  the  dark,  and  cries  out, 
Where  is  the  other  candle  1  but  all  in  vain.  Thus  carnal -minded 
men  being,  as  it  were,  intoxicated  with  the  delights  and  pleasures  of 
this  world,  do  through  the  multiplying  glass  of  their  own  deceitful 
fancies,  see  not  only  one  or  two,  but  the  many  and  superabundant 
mercies  of  God,  yet  extinguishing  and  not  seasonably  applying  the 
sweet  and  tender  mercies  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  to  their  souls, 
like  children  that  have  played  away  the  candle,  and  go  to  bed 
darkling ;  so  they  having  abused  the  time  of  mercy,  are  cast  out 
into  utter  darkness  to  all  eternity,  and  then  when  it  is  too  late, 
they  cry  out,  as  the  drunkard  did  for  the  candle,  Lord,  where  are 
Thy  mercies  of  old?  Psalm,  lxxxviii. 

Sir  Fr.  Bacon,  Nat.  Hist.       Lud.  Granalens.,  Dux  Ptccatorum.  JoA. 
Bromiardi  Sum.  Prad, 

1 486.  Go d,  not  to  be  Set  out  by  any  Repre- 
sentation or  Image  to  the  Eye  of  Man. 

It  is  recorded  of  Zeuxis,  one  of  the  best  Gentile  painters  in  the 
world,  that  going  about  to  draw  the  portraiture  of  Juno,  he  singled 
out  five  of  the  fairest  virgins  in  Agrigentum,  and  painted  her  ac- 
cording to  that  which  he  saw  most  commendable  in  any  one  of 
them  j  but  when  he  went  about  to  make  the  picture  of  Venus,  he 
selected  fifty  of  the  fairest  maids  in  Sparta,  and  said,  fifty  more, 
fairer  than  those,  were  not  sufficient  patterns  to  afford  him  form 
and  beauty  to  express  the  perfection  of  such  a  goddess ;  and 
therefore,  when  his  art  was  not  able  to  reach  her  excellency,  l>e 
drew  on  his  table  a  large  picture  of  a  temple,  with  a  door  open, 
and  the  goddess,  as  it  were,  going  in,  so  that  the  beholder  could 
see  nothing  but  her  back  parts.  Now,  if  so  excellent  an  artist 
could  not  express  the  excellency  of  flesh  and  blood,  how  shall  any 
man  be  able  to  paint  or  set  out  by  any  presentation  of  the  eye  of 
man  the  spiritual  and  invisible  God  1  And,  therefore,  let  Demet- 
rius the  silversmith,  and  Alexander  the  coppersmith,  and  all  the 
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other  carvers  and  painters,  pack  and  be  gone,  and  never  employ 
their  skill  to  resemble  the  image  of  the  incomprehensible  God  ; 
because  the  drawing  of  His  image  will  but  rather  show  the  great- 
ness of  their  folly  than  be  able  to  express  the  least  part  of  His 
glory. 

Piin.,  JVat.  Hist,  Lib.  xxxv.,  cap  9.  M.  Till.  Cic.  de  Invent.,  Lib.  ii. 
Ctrl.  Rhodoginus,  Var.  Lect,,  Lib.  iv.  Prveul  hinc  Zeiixis,  prowl  rsto 
Lysippus.  Horat. 

1487.  In  Time  of  Prosperity  to  Provide  for 

Adversity. 

The  naturalists  observe,  that  while  the  halcyon  bird  is  brooding 
her  eggs  and  bringing  forth  her  young  ones,  there  is  usually  fair 
weather,  (from  whence  we  call  good  times,  halcyon-days,)  she 
neglects  not  any  of  those  days,  but  sits  close  upon  her  nest,  and 
is  very  diligent  in  bringing  forth,  lest  if  there  should  be  a  change 
of  weather,  the  waters  should  grow  high,  and  her  young  ones  be  in 
danger  of  drowning.  Thus,  in  the  times  of  prosperity,  we  must 
provide  for  adversity,  lay  hold  upon  the  opportunities  of  peace 
and  liberty  to  edify  ourselves  in  the  most  holy  faith.  This  was 
the  church's  care,  Acts  ix.  31,  and  this  must  be  ours,  while  our 
ship  is  in  the  haven  to  mend  it  there,  when  it  is  out  at  sea  in  a 
storm,  it  will  be  too  late  then  ;  there  is  yet  some  hope  {but  how 
long  there  will  be,  God  knows)  let  us  provide  for  worse  times,  that 
we  be  not  surprised  on  a  sudden  when  they  come  upon  us. 

Vfyss,  Aldrtrvandi  OrnitkM.,  Lib.  xx.         Pliny's  Nat.  Hist.,  Lib.  x.  cap.  32, 
TV  quoque  fac  timetis,  et  qua  tibi  lata  videntur,  Dum  loqueris  fieri  tristia 
posse  pitta.    Ovid,  Pont.  iv.  3. 

1488.  Mercies  of  God  in  Christ  yesus  to  be 
Sought  while  they  may  be  Found. 

Hk  that  intends  to  speak  with  any  one  in  a  well  fortified  castle, 
must  come  by  day  while  the  drawbridge  is  down,  otherwise,  being 
once  up,  there  will  be  no  entrance  at  all.  Thus  many  a  man 
loseth  mercy,  as  Saul  did  his  kingdom,  by  not  discerning  the  time  ; 
Esau  came  too  late,  and  the  foolish  virgins  did  not  lay  hold  upon 
the  first  opportunity.  He  therefore  that  resolves  for  Heaven,  must 
in  the  time  of  this  life  make  good  his  passage,  strive  to  enter  while 
the  bridge  of  mercy  is  let  down  ;  for  if  it  be.  oute  foaww 


i33 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  4c. 


is  no  by-ward,  no  loop-hole  to  creep  in  at,  and  that  soul 
needs  then  be  exposed  to  the  justice  of  God,  where  mercy  halh 
shut  up  her  tender  bowels  of  compassion, 

J  oh.  Bromiardi  Summa  Prcedicant.      Fac  bene  dum  vwis,  post  mortem,  &°c. 


1489.  A  Great  Fault  in  Women  not  to  Nurs 

their  own  Children. 

It  is  reported  of  Gracchus,  a  nobleman  of  Rome,  that  when  the 
nurse  brought  home  his  child,  he  gave  her  a  pearl  of  very  great 
price,  and  another  of  far  less  value  to  the  mother ;  and  being  de- 
manded why  he  respected  the  nurse  so  much,  and  the  mother  so 
little,  answered  that  the  mother  bare  the  child  but  nine  months 
in  her  womb,  and  the  nurse  bare  him  above  thirty  months  in  her 
arms.  It  was  otherwise  with  Anthusa,  the  mother  of  that  golden- 
mouthed  Father,  she  was  able  to  draw  arguments  to  dissuade  her 
son  from  leading  a  monastic  life,  by  his  drawing  of  her  breasts 
when  he  was  an  infant ;  but  now,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  that  very 
few  women  can  make  out  any  such  reason  to  persuade  or  dissuade 
their  children,  which  is  the  cause  many  times,  that  as  parents  have 
showed  little  love  and  affection  in  the  nursing  of  their  children,  so 
their  children  in  like  sort  do  perform  little  regard  and  obedience 
to  the  honouring  of  their  parents. 

Vol.  Max.,  Lib.  iv.  cap.  6.         Conr.  Zuingtr,  Theat.  Hum.  Vita. 
G.  IVilliamj,  of  the  Church. 

1 490.  The  Implacable  Malice  of  Wicked  Men 
against  Professors  of  the  Gospel. 

Felix,  Earl  of  Wurtemburg,  one  of  the  captains  of  Charles  V., 
swore  in  the  presence  of  divers  at  supper,  that  before  he  died  he 
would  ride  up  to  the  spurs  in  the  blood  of  Lutherans  ;  but  God 
soon  cooled  his  courage,  for  that  very  night  he  was  choked  and 
strangled  in  his  own  blood.  After  John  Huss  was  burnt,  his  adver- 
saries got  his  heart,  which  was  left  untouched  by  the  fire,  and  beat 
it  with  their  staves ;  and  the  bones  of  Martin  Bucer  and  Paulus 
Fagius  were  taken  up  and  burnt,  after  they  had  a  long  time  been 
buried  in  silence.  O  the  desperate  madness  and  malice  of  all 
persecutors,  such  as  bum  in  anger  against  the  godly  !  It  was  St 
Paul's  prayer,  that  he  might  be  delivered  from  unreasonable  and 
wicked  men,  2  Thess.  iii.  a  ;  the  word  is  utotticv,  absurd  men,  such 
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as  put  themselves  upon  ways  of  opposition  against  all  reason  and 
common  sense ;  nay,  such  is  their  rage  and  bitterness  of  spirit, 
that  it  makes  them  break  all  bonds  of  humanity,  and  go  against 
laws  or  anything,  so  as  they  may  but  torment  the  dear  servants  of 
God. 

Fine,  niirk.  Cat.  Test.  Veritat.         Acts  and  Monuments. 

1 49 1.  The  Multitude — not  to  be  Guided  by 

them. 

It  is  reported  of  a  certain  duke  of  the  Saracens,  and  he  none  of 
the  wisest,  that,  being  almost  persuaded  to  be  a  Christian,  he  would 
needs  be  baptised  \  but  being  brought  to  the  water  side,  and 
having  one  foot  in,  before  he  would  wet  the  other,  he  demanded 
of  tlie  baptiser  where  his  father,  mother,  kindred,  and  friends  were 
that  died  without  baptism.  It  was  answered  that  they  were  all 
in  hell,  with  a  multitude  of  unbelievers  besides;  but  whither  shall 
I  go,  says  he,  when  I  am  baptised  ?  to  Heaven,  says  the  priest,  if 
you  live  a  good  life.  Nay  then,  says  he,  pulling  his  foot  out  of 
the  water,  take  your  baptism  to  yourself,  let  me  go  to  that  place, 
where  the  many,  not  where  the  few,  where  my  friends  and  acquaint- 
ance, and  a  great  number  of  others  of  all  sorts  are,  I  love  to  see  my 
friends  about  me.  And  this  is  just  the  fashion  of  this  present  wicked 
world,  men  are  much  taken  with  the  many,  they  choose  rather  to 
follow  the  multitude  to  do  evil,  than  to  close  with  the  remnant, 
that  shall  be  saved,  to  do  any  good.  A  sad  choice,  God  wot !  to 
be  so  far  taken  with  the  common  rabble  that  know  not  God,  and 
run  headlong  to  hell,  rather  than  to  join  with  the  little  flock  of 
Christ  that  shall  be  assuredly  saved. 

Joh.  Brontiardi  Summa  Pradicant.  dttir.  Zuingeri,  Theat.  Hum.  Vit<i, 
Lib.  vii.  Turha  tremens  sequitur  fortunam.  Juven.  Pauei  quos 
eequus  amtrvit  jfupiter.  Ovid. 

1492.  Every  Man  to  Think  the  Best  0/  his 
own  Wife. 

Xenophox  being  demanded,  if  his  neighbour  had  a  better  house 
than  himself,  and  that  he  might  have  his  choice  of  them,  which 
would  he  have,  his  or  his  own  1  he  answered,  his ;  so  being  de- 
manded the  like  question  of  his  horse,  of  his  field,  and  the  like, 
he  still  answered,  his ;  but  being  asked,  if  his  neighbour  had  a 
fairer  or  a  better  wife  than  himself,  which,  of  vVvctcvVw  \v&&  vkSrk* 
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have,  hie  Xenophon  ipse  tacuit,  he  either  said,  his  own,  or 
nothing,  silently  concluding,  that  she  was  the  best.  Thus  it  is, 
that  every  man  must  think  his  own  wife  to  be  the  fairest  and  the 
most  faithful  that  he  could  find,  esteeming  of  her  as  of  the  best 
treasure  he  hath,  loving  her  above  all  others ;  not  like  the  Egyptian 
frogs,  croaking  in  other  men's  chambers;  but  as  the  adamant  turns 
only  to  one  point,  so  keeping  to  his  own  wife  so  long  as  they  both 
shall  live. 

In  Appendice  Xcnophontea  adject.  Qptribus.       Uxor  bona  tara  suttUex.  Ovid. 
Qukunque  bonus  maritus  el  prudens  suam  a  mat  et  curat,  //omen 

1 493.  To  be  Ready  to  Suffer  Persecution  by 
Christ's  Example. 

There  is  mention  made  of  a  Roman  servant,  who  knowing  that 
his  master  was  sought  for  by  officers  to  be  put  to  death,  he  put 
himself  into  his  master's  clothes,  that  he  might  be  taken  for  him, 
and  so  he  was,  and  put  to  death  for  him.  Whereupon  in  memory 
of  his  thankfulness  to  him,  the  master  erected  a  brazen  statue  with 
this  inscription,  Servo  foleli,  To  the  trusty  servant.  Thus  Christ, 
who  was  not  a  servant,  but  our  Lord  and  Master,  yet  when  He  saw 
we  were  like  to  die,  He  took  upon  Him  the  form  of  a  servant,  He 
came  in  our  likeness  that  He  might  die  for  us,  and  He  did  so. 
Now  He  requires  not  of  us  to  erect  any  brazen  monument  in 
memory  of  Him,  or  in  honour  to  him,  but  that  we  should  be  ready 
and  willing  to  suffer  for  Him  when  He  calls  us  thereunto,  Phil.  U 
Certainly,  His  example  in  humbling  Himself  so  much  to  suffer  for 
us,  should  be  mightily  prevalent  with  us,  that  if  He  emptied  Himself 
so  much  to  become  the  son  of  man,  how  much  more  should  we 
(having  so  fair  a  copy  to  write  by)  be  much  more  willing  to  empty 
ourselves,  that  we  may  be  the  sons  of  God. 

Jer.  Borogh's  Moles'  Choice,  pag.  91.     Qui  in  Ckrista  credimtu,  Christi  sectemur 
exemplar.      Hieron.  Epist,  9. 

1494.  Pride,  the  Vanity  thereof. 

Valerius  Maximus,  an  eminent  observer  of  times  and  persons, 
says,  that  Alexander  the  Great  had  three  ill  qualities ;  first,  that 
he  looked  upon  his  father  {though  otherwise  well  enough  qualified,) 
as  a  man  of  no  desert  at  all ;  secondly,  though  he  was  a  Mace^ 
donian  bom,  yet  he  put  himself  into  the  Persian  garb,  because 
more  rich  and  costly  than  his  own  ;  thirdly,  his  conquest  had  so 
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swelled  him,  that  he  would  be  no  longer  a  man,  but  he  must  be  a 
god  forsooth,  and  no  less  than  the  son  of  Jupiter.  Such  is  the 
nature  of  pride  and  natural  condition  of  all  proud  men,  whether 
it  be  in  relation  to  things  spiritual  or  temporal,  that  they  think  no 
man  good  enough  to  be  their  fellow  ;  stand  further  off,  says  one, 
I  am  holier  than  thou  ;  keep  your  distance,  says  another,  I  am 
richer,  greater,  <Jsc.  than  thou.  Let  a  man  be  but  once  got  upon 
a  foot-cloth,  how  big  doth  he  look  upon  inferior  passengers  |  And 
if  he  have  purchased  a  little  more  land  than  his  neighbours,  you 
shall  see  it  in  his  garb  ;  if  he  command,  it  is  imperiously  ;  if  he 
salutes,  it  is  with  a  surly  and  silent  nod.  He  thinks  with  the 
Pharisee,  he  is  not  like  other  men,  he  looks  upon  himself  as  a 
giant,  and  upon  all  the  world  besides  as  dwarfs,  as  if  made  for 
nothing  but  to  be  laughed  at ;  when  himself  is  but  a  man,  and 
(.lod  knows,  a  foolish  one  too,  whom  a  little  trash  can  affect  so 
deeply,  not  remembering,  that  as  the  king,  so  the  beggar;  as  dieth 
the  wise  man,  so  the  fool ;  and  that  the  rich  and  the  poor  shall 
both  meet  together  in  the  grave. 

Wal.  Max.        Quintus  Curtius  tie  Rtb.  Gestis  Altxand.       Joh.  Feri  PoiCiUa. 
Quid  superdis  Urra  et  ci/iii,  fi^v.  ?  Qrigcn%  Homii.  in  Exek. 

1495.  More  Teachers  than  Learners. 

A  certain  king  desirous  to  know  what  professors  he  had  most  in 
his  kingdom,  one  of  his  courtiers  answered,  Physicians  ;  That  is 
impossible,  said  the  king.  But  to  make  it  good,  the  king  being 
disguised,  he  went  along  with  him  the  next  day  among  a  multi- 
tude of  people,  and  feigning  himself  not  well,  but  troubled  with 
such  and  so  many  diseases,  that  he  could  not  tell  what  to  do  with- 
out remedy,  then  every  one  began  to  tell  him  what  was  good 
for  such  and  such  a  disease  ;  some  one  thing,  some  another  ;  none 
heard  his  complaint,  but  prescribed  a  remedy ;  and  he  was  a  fool 
that  was  not  then  a  physician.  So  it  is  now  among  us,  he  is  no- 
body that  is  not  a  teacher  ;  teaching  cobblers,  teaching  tradesmen, 
teaching  soldiers,  all  teachers  am!  preachers ;  all  got  into  the 
upper  form,  when  their  place  is  in  the  lower  ;  they  are  up  in  the 
mount  with  Moses,  when  they  should  stand  below  with  Aaron 
among  the  people  ;  they  are  teaching  others,  when  it  is  fit  they 
should  be  taught  themselves,  their  foolish  heads  like  over-seeth- 
ing pots,  casting  out  the  froth  of  their  own  shame. 

Cauiani  Collat.  Lib,  ti.       G.  Williams,  oj  the  Church        Miser  est  qui  docet 
ari/ejuiim  didicit,  &*r.    Sidon.  Ef.  Lib,  iv. 


When  a  soldier  was  to  die  for  taking  a  bunch  of  grapes  against 
the  general's  command,  and  going  to  execution,  he  went  eating 
his  grapes  ;  one  of  his  fellows  rebuked  him  saying,  What !  are  you 
eating  your  grapes  now  ?  The  poor  man  answers,  I  pray  thee, 
friend,  do  not  envy  me  these  grapes,  for  they  do  cost  me  dear  ;  so 
they  did  indeed,  for  they  cost  him  his  life.  Thus  let  no  man  envy 
the  prosperity  of  the  wicked,  nor  fret  at  the  men  of  this  world  who 
live  in  pleasure,  and  wallow  in  the  sensual  delights  of  this  life, 
they  know  no  better,  they  seek  after  no  better  things ;  there  is 
little  cause  why  any  man  should  grudge  what  they  have,  for  they 
must  give  a  sad  account  of  what  they  have  received,  and  pay  dear 
at  the  last,  even  (without  God's  preventing  mercy)  the  loss  of  their 
immortal  souls  to  all  eternity. 

"Jer.  Borvgh'i  Moses1  Choice,  page  99.       Quid proderit  area  plena,  Aug. 
dt  Verb,  Dom.  Serai.  12. 

1497.  To  be  Watchful  in  the  Performance 
of  Holy  Duties. 

It  is  said  of  the  cranes,  that  roosting  by  the  water-side,  one  of 
them  is  always  upon  the  watch,  with  a  stone  in  her  claw,  so  that 
upon  the  approach  of  their  enemy,  down  falls  the  stone  into  the 
water,  wherewith  being  awakened,  they  take  themselves  to  flight 
for  farther  safety  ;  and  that  natural  music-master,  the  nightingale, 
being  to  delight  herself  with  her  night  songs,  and  fearing  lest  that 
by  sleep  she  should  endanger  herself  to  birds  of  prey,  sets  her 
breast  against  a  thorn  to  keep  her  waking.  And  thus  must  we  be 
watchful  over  ourselves  in  all  things,  especially  in  the  performance 
of  holy  duties,  whether  it  be  in  prayer  when  we  speak  unto  God, 
or  in  hearing  when  God  speaks  unto  us,  or  in  sacramental  actions, 
wherein  God  orTereth  Himself  freely  unto  us,  or  when  we  be  about 
to  sing  the  songs  of  Sion,  then  it  is  that  we  must  use  all  good 
means  to  keep  us  waking,  Col.  iv.  2,  because  we  are  every  hand- 
while  apt  through  our  sluggishness  to  take  a  nap  and  thereby  to 
endanger  our  souls  to  those  ravenous  and  hellish  fowls,  who  take 
their  chief  delight  in  the  works  of  darkness,  and  are  ready  to  seize 
upon  us  if  they  find  us  sleeping. 

Ulyss.  Aldrovand.  Ornitholog.  Lib,  i.      Plin.  Nat.  Hist.  Lib.  %.  Ut 
teipsnm  serves  Hon  expergisceris  I   //oral.  Ep.  vii. 
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1498.  Magistrates,  Ministers,  &c,  to  be 
Men  of  Courage. 

Elvidius  Priscus,  being  commanded  by  Vespasian  either  not  to 
come  into  the  senate,  or  being  there  to  speak  nothing  but  what  he 
directed  ;  made  answer,  that  being  a  senator,  it  was  fit  he  should 
go  into  the  senate,  and  being  there,  it  was  his  duty  to  speak  in  his 
conscience  what  he  thought  to  be  true  ;  and  then  being  threatened, 
if  he  did  so,  he  should  die,  further  added  :  That  he  never  as  yet 
told  him  that  he  was  immortal ;  and  therefore,  said  he,  do  what 
you  will,  I  will  do  what  I  ought ;  and  as  it  is  in  your  power  to  put 
me  unjustly  to  death,  so  it  is  in  my  power  to  die  resolvedly  for  the 
truth.  Here  now  was  a  brave  spirited  heathen,  fit  for  Christian 
imitation ;  for  he  can  never  be  a  faithful  man,  that  is  afraid  to 
speak  his  mind.  Men  of  public  employment  for  the  people's 
good,  must  and  ought  to  stand  up  for  the  truth,  to  be  men  of 
courage,  men  of  resolution,  not  fearing  the  frowns  of  any  whatso- 
ever ;  not  echoing  out  the  dictates  of  others,  but  freely  speaking 
their  own  thoughts  without  any  fear  at  all. 

Sudoniui  in  Vita.       Reipublieae  cama  te  exponent  et  ncn  cedent  ntqut 
fugiens,  &>c,       Aattin.  dc  Regim.  Princip. 

1499.  To  be  Temperate  in  Meat  and  Drink. 

Daniel  was  afraid  of  taking  liberty  to  his  flesh  in  eating  the  king's 
meat,  Dan.  i.  8.  Mean  was  the  provision  of  John  the  Baptist, 
his  fare  was  locusts  and  wild  honey,  "and  yet  there  was  not  a 
greater  born  of  a  woman  before  him,  Matth.  xi.  11.  A  few  loaves 
and  a  little  bread  was  Basil's  provision.  And  Jerome  reports  of 
Hilarion,  that  he  never  did  eat  anything  before  the  sun  went  down, 
and  that  which  he  did  eat  at  any  time  was  very  mean  ;  nay, 
Jerome  himself  lived  very  abstemiously  with  cold  water,  and  a  few 
dried  figs,  for  to  eat  anything  so  much  as  boiled  was  accounted 
luxury  ;  and  to  make  up  the  mess,  St  Augustine  hath  such  an  ex- 
pression concerning  himself  as  this,  Hoc  me  docuisti,  Domiite,  &(:., 
Thou  Lord,  hast  taught  me  this,  That  I  should  go  to  my  meat  as 
to  a  medicine ;  he  meant,  as  not  to  satisfy  his  appetite,  but  to  re- 
pair nature.  Thus  it  hath  been  the  care  of  all  God's  dearest 
servants,  to  keep  down  their  bodies,  to  club  them  down,  so  signi- 
fies the  word  i>irarirta£ui,  I  Cor.  ix.  27,  to  deny  contentment  to  the 
flesh,  not  making  the  least  provision  for  it,  so  that  tbei  Vam«.\sv 
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their  several  generations  become  eminently  instrumental  to  God's 
glory ;  whereas  they  that  cater  only  for  their  bellies,  have  their 
brains  sunk  down  into  the  quagmire  of  their  bellies,  so  that  their 
parts,  those  gifts  of  understanding  they  were  wont  to  have,  are  as 
the  light  of  a  snuff  of  a  candle  fallen  down  in  the  socket,  even 
drowned  with  the  filth  of  their  intemperance,  being  fit  for  nothing. 

fipist.  ad  Jutianum.  Epiit.  22,  ad  Etutaek.  Confasionum  Lit.  x. 
David  Parens  in  loettm,  Vina  Vtnusque  nocent,  Horrcndumqut  humane 
in  carport  monstrum  est.  Virgil. 


1 500.  Consideration  of  the  Shortness  of  Life, 
to  be  a  Memento  of  Death. 

It  is  reported  of  the  birds  of  Norway,  that  they  fly  faster  than 
fowls  of  any  other  country,  not  because  nature  hath  given  more 
nimbleness  or  agility  to  their  wings,  but  by  an  instinct ;  they  know- 
ing the  days  in  that  climate  to  be  very  short,  not  above  three 
hours  long,  do  therefore  make  the  more  haste  to  their  nests.  Thus 
should  every  one  of  us  do,  and  strange  it  is  that  we  do  not  so. 
Shall  birds  make  such  use  of  their  observation,  know  their  ap- 
pointed time?  Jer.  viii.  7.  Then  let  us  practically,  knowing  the 
shortness  of  our  lives,  by  a  speedy  and  seasonable  repentance 
make  haste  to  our  home,  the  house  appointed  for  all  living,  Job 
xxx,  23. 

Olaus  Mag.  Hist.  Septentrional.        Vive  memor  fuam  sis  enri  brents. 

1 50 1 .  Practice  of  the  Law  abused. 

Ferdinando,  King  of  Spain,  when  he  sent  Pedrarias  to  be  gover- 
nor of  the  Western  Islands,  forbade  him  to  take  any  lawyer  or 
advocate  along  with  him  ;  his  reason  was  that  they  might  not  sow 
the  seed  of  suits,  where  there  were  none  before :  and  it  was 
usually  put  on  by  King  James,  in  a  cautionary  way,  upon  the  con- 
vention of  any  parliament,  that  they  should  have  a  care  of  the 
wrangling  lawyer  (and  another  sort  of  peevish  people)  in  a  more 
especial  manner.  Not  but  that  the  laws  are  right,  but  the  practice  of 
them  is  much  abused.  God  and  men  have  made  them  righteous, 
but  the  lawyers  have  found  out  inventions.  They  are  virgines  in 
calamo,  pure  virgins  as  they  were  first  penned,  but  tmretrica  in 
foro,  prostituted  whores  as  they  are  pleaded  ;  lawyers  being  now 
like  the  physicians  in  Christ's  time,  on  whom  the  poor  widow  had 
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spent  all  that  she  had,  and  was  never  the  nearer  to  her  health ;  so 
men  may  spend  their  money,  and  lose  a  great  deal  of  precious 
time  in  running  after  lawyers,  and  in  the  end  be  in  a  far  worse 
case  than  they  were  at  the  beginning, 

Xerum  Ger.  Seriptores.     R.  Willan,  Conspiracy  against  Kings,  God's  Laughter, 
a  Sermon  at  Court,  1627. 

1 502.  Flesh  and  Blood  not  to  be  Hearkened 

unto. 

It  is  reported  of  a  young  man,  that  he  had  devoted  himself  to  a  reli- 
gious life,  whereupon  his  parents  disliking  that  way,  wrote  divers 
letters  unto  him  to  dissuade  him  ;  but  he  being  resolved  to  go  on, 
when  any  letters  came  afterwards  directed  to  him,  he  would  not 
so  much  as  open  them,  but  threw  them  into  the  fire.  And  thus 
it  is,  that  a  man  is  no  sooner  entered  into  a  trade  of  godliness, 
and  shall  give  up  his  name  unto  Christ,  but  fiesh  and  blood  will 
be  ready  to  come  in  and  say :  Spare  yourself,  what  need  you  do 
thus  and  thus,  you  may  do  well  enough  at  last.  This  now  is  de- 
structive counsel,  pleasing  damnation  ;  hearken  not  to  it,  throw 
away  these  letters,  these  carnal  suggestions ;  do  not  by  any  means 
answer  them  ;  but  be  resolved  in  thine  heart,  and  say:  I  know  in 
whom  I  have  believed,  I  did  not  choose  this  way  rashly,  but  I 
felt  the  power  of  God  upon  my  heart  before  I  made  my  choice, 
and  I  had  grounds  and  arguments  for  my  so  doing,  and  whatso- 
ever can  be  suggested  to  the  contrary,  I  will  not  give  ear  unto  it. 

Joh.  Cassiani  Collat.  Lib.  ii.      ")cr.  liefogh's  Moses'  Choice. 

1503.  The  Benefit  of  Meditation  as  to  the 

Mollifying  of  the  Heart. 

Wax,  when  it  is  laid  in  cold  places,  becomes  so  hard  and  stiff,  that 
it  will  break  rather  than  bow  ;  but  being  laid  in  the  sun,  becomes 
soft  and  pliable,  fit  for  any  impression.  So  when  we  neglect  the 
duty  of  meditation  on  good  things,  our  hearts  being  changed  from 
God,  wax  hard  and  obdurate  ;  but  when  by  meditation  we  draw 
nigh  unto  Him,  the  beams  of  His  favour  shining  upon  our  hearts 
do  make  them  soft  and  flexible,  and  fit  for  any  holy  impression 
that  He  shall  be  pleased  to  stamp  upon  them. 

J.  Dmmham's  Guide  to  Goilliness.      M.  Fieinus  in  Dwnys.  /treofmgitc  dt  Dru. 

Aom. 

VOL.  It.  \0 
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Thus  it  was  of  old,  they  thought  then  to  gain  men's  devotion  b 
outward  pomp  and  bravery,  yet  when  wooden  chalices  came  in, 
that  things  were  carried  in  a  lower  way,  the  ministry  lost  nothing 
of  its  lustre  ;  whereas  many  ministers  think,  if  they  should  be  poor 
and  mean,  every  one  would  contemn  their  ministry,  hence  they 
fondly  imagine,  that  the  way  to  have  the  ministry  respected,  is  to 
get  great  livings,  but  they  are  quite  out,  that  will  not  do  it,  for  it 
is  piety,  not  promotion,  that  makes  up  a  godly  minister ;  and  a 
poor  godly  man  that  exerciseth  his  function  conscionably,  will  gain 
more  respect  than  any  other  dignitaries  whatsoever. 

Laurent.  Suritis  in  Vita, 

15 1 2.  Friendship  Tried  in  Times  of  Afflic 

tion. 

It  is  reported  of  Herodias,  wife  to  Herod  the  Tetrarch,  who  when 
the  emperor  had  deprived  her  husband  of  the  tetrarchy,  and 
banished  him  into  France,  understanding  that  Herodias  was 
Agrippa's  sister,  gave  her  all  her  husband's  estate,  supposing  that 
she  would  not  go  along  with  him ;  but  she  answered  the  emperor, 
saying,  There  is  a  cause  that  hinders  me  from  partaking  the  bene- 
fit of  your  bounty,  the  affection  I  bear  to  my  husband:  because  I 
have  shared  with  him  in  his  felicity.  Whereupon  the  emperor 
being  displeased  with  her  answer,  banished  her  likewise.  Memo- 
rable is  that  also  of  David's  brethren,  and  those  of  his  father's 
house,  who  when  they  heard  of  his  being  in  the  cave  of  Adullam, 
sleigh  ted  the  forfeiture  of  their  goods,  and  venturing  the  displea- 
sure of  Saul,  went  down  to  comfort  him,  1  Sam.  xxii.  I.  And 
thus  it  is,  that  true  friendship  is  best  tried  in  times  of  affliction  and 
distress ;  a  brother,  a  friend,  a  wife,  is  for  the  time  of  adversity, 
Prov.  xvii.  17.  Away  then  with  those  summer-birds,  those  false- 
hearted friends,  that  like  ditches  are  full  in  the  winter  season, 
but  dry  in  the  heat  of  summer,  when  we  have  most  need  of  them. 

Jiutphi  Antiquit.  Jud.  Lib.  xix.  cap.  9.      Amicus  certut  in  re  ituerta,  &v. 

1 5 13.  Natural  Wants  and  Weaknesses  not 
to  be  Objected  against  the  Practice  of 
Divine  Meditation. 

Men  that  are  sick  and  weakly  in  their  bodies,  do  not  altogether 
abstain  from  food  and  physic,  but  rather  use  them  that  they  may 
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madmen  out  of  their  wits ;  but  if  he  come  neater  and  nearer,  and 
hear  the  melodious  sound  of  the  music,  and  observe  their  art  in 
all  they  do,  how  the  musicians  keep  their  time,  and  the  dancers 
their  measures,  then  he  will  be  of  another  mind.   And  so  men  of 
the  world  look  upon  the  ways  of  godliness  as  very  uncomfortable, 
and  upon  the  people  of  God  as  afar  off,  and  think  them  madmen 
to  take  such  strict  courses ;  but  if  they  would  come  nearer  and 
observe  their  ways,  and  see  the  equity  and  reason,  and  observe 
the  excellency  and  beauty  that  is  in  them,  they  would  soon  be  of 
other  minds  ;  and  find  for  certain,  that  the  service  of  God  is  per- 
fect freedom,  and  that  His  servants  are  the  only  merry  people  in 
the  world. 

Jer.  Borogh's  Moses'  Choke.       Cacus  non  judical  dt  color ibui. 

1506.  The  Necessity  of  Divine  Meditation. 

It  is  generally  observed  that  a  man  which  casteth  up  his  food  soon 
after  he  hath  eaten  it,  may,  by  the  virtue  of  some  small  relics 
that  remain  behind  in  the  stomach,  live  for  a  good  time  in  a  weak 
state  and  poor  plight,  but  will  never  be  fat,  healthy,  and  strong,  if 
the  meat  be  not  retained,  concocted,  and  applied  to  the  several 
parts.  Thus  meditation  is  the  food  of  our  souls,  or  the  very 
Soraach  and  natural  heat  whereby  it  is  digested  ;  well  may  our 
Wills  hve  a  kind  of  spiritual  life  by  hearing  and  reading  the  Word, 
far  want  of  meditation,  and  thinking  of  it  afterwards,  they 
:n  little  of  that  spiritual  food,  but  cast  up  all  again,  saving 
e  small  remainders  which,  upon  occasion,  will  come  into  their 
Binds ;  yet  for  all  this,  they  cannot  be  in  any  good  plight,  or  have 
any  spiritual  growth,  unless  they  digest  what  they  hear  and  read 
by  meditation,  and  making  it  truly  their  own  by  applying  it  home 
to  their  own  souls  and  consciences. 

J.  Dtmmham's  Guide  to  Godliness.       Anitiuz  viaticum  est  meditatio.  Bern. 

in  Cant. 

1 507.  A  Wife  to  be  an  House-wife. 

The  Grecians  had  a  custom,  that  when  the  new-married  wife  was 
ught  home  to  her  husband's  house,  they  burnt  the  axle-tree  of 
waggon  before  the  doors,  to  show,  that  she  must  now  dwell 
,  and  not  depart  thence  ;  and  the  Romans  had  a  custom, 
u  hen  the  bride  came  to  the  entry  of  her  husband's  house,  the 
m  took  her  by  the  wings  of  her  gown,  and  lifted  her  so 


high,  that  she  struck  her  head  and  the  door-post  together,  and  so 
set  her  within  the  doors,  to  teach  her  by  the  remembrance  of  that 
blow,  not  to  go  often  forth  out  of  her  husband's  house  ;  and  the 
Egyptians  did  give  no  shoes  unto  their  wives,  but  suffered  them  to 
go  barefoot,  because  they  should  abide  at  home.  Hence  it  is  that 
a  woman  is  compared  to  a  snail,  that  never  goes  abroad  but  with 
her  house  upon  her  head.  When  her  husband  provides  things 
necessary  abroad,  she  must  be  careful  to  order  them  at  home,  not 
to  be  gadding  abroad,  but  to  keep  at  home,  her  greatest  virtue 
being  not  to  be  known  of  any  but  her  husband. 

Cat.  Rhodogin.  Lect.  far.         Camlus  Sigoniw,  dt  Repub.  Rom.  Plutarch, 
Moral.       Uxor  bona  cara  supellex. 

1 508.  Few  or  no  Friends  to  be  found  in  Time 
of  Adversity. 

As  it  is  with  the  deer  that  is  hunted,  when  the  huntsman  goes  into 
the  park,  he  rouses  the  whole  herd,  and  they  all  run  together  ;  but 
if  one  be  shot,  and  they  see  the  blood  run  down,  they  will  soon 
push  him  out  of  their  company :  or  as  a  man  being  in  his  travel 
upon  the  road,  and  there  being  a  sun-dial  set  up  in  the  way  ;  if 
the  sun  shine,  he  will  step  out  of  his  way  to  take  notice  of  it.  but 
if  the  sun  do  not  shine,  he  will  go  by  a  hundred  times  and  never 
regard  it :  so  let  but  the  sun  of  prosperity  shine  upon  a  man, 
then  who  but  he '!  multos  numerabit  arnicas,  he  shall  have  friends 
more  than  a  good  many  ;  but  if  a  cloudy  day  come  and  take  away 
the  sunshine,  solus  crit,  he  may  easily  number  his  acquaintance ; 
and  so  when  a  man  goes  on  in  the  credit  of  the  world,  he  shall  be 
welcome  into  all  companies,  and  much  made  of  by  every  one : 
but  if  he  come  once  to  be  shot,  and  disgrace  put  upon  him,  then 

S  shall  soon  perceive  a  cloud  in  every  man's  face,  no  one  so 

mu?h  as  regarding  him. 

Jer.  Borogh's  Moses'  Choice.       Nil  tamen  attulerir,  drv. 

15°b.  Divine  Meditation,  the  Beginnings 
thereof  in  the  Matter  of  Practice,  very 
difficult. 

Doctri^j x  radix  amara,  frucius  vtro  dukis,  is  a  saying  as  old  as 
true ;  children  jn  an  ages  have  found  it  so.    What  discourage- 
ments anq  difficulties  have  they  ever  found  in  their  first  entrance 
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to  learning  !  But  having  made  some  progress  therein,  the  nut 
being  once  cracked,  and  they  tasting  the  sweetness  of  the  kernel, 
go  on  with  cheerfulness  and  delight,  through  all  difficulties  what- 
soever, and  so  in  time  become  eminently  instrumental  in  church 
or  commonwealth.  So  the  greatest  difficulty  is  in  the  first  begin- 
nings of  the  exercise  of  divine  meditation,  it  being  a  thing  so 
harsh  to  corrupt  nature,  so  repugnant  to  carnal  principles ;  yet  for 
all  that,  use  and  practice  will  make  it  easy  and  familiar  ;  besides,  the 
sweetness  that  we  shall  find  therein,  and  the  benefit  that  we  shall 
reap  thereby,  will  make  a  rich  return  for  all  our  pains  and  labour ; 
the  thought  of  tediousness  will  be  taken  away,  so  that  we  shall 
perform  the  work  with  alacrity  of  spirit  here  in  this  world,  and  be 
fitted  for  saints  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

foh.  Dewnhanft  Guide  to  Godliness.        Aegn  fit  idem,  ted  fatiamus  /ame». 

1510.  Men  to  Bear  with  the  Infirmities  of 

their  Wives. 

Ki.ng  Taxiles  said  unto  Alexander,  when  he  came  to  war  against 
the  Indians,  Tt  e«?  iro\efiwv  *a<  /uixy*  7A"»">  Why  should  we 
make  war  one  against  another,  neither  of  us  want  either  food  or 
raiment ;  if  thou  be  less  than  I,  receive  benefits  of  me ;  and  if 
thou  art  greater,  I  will  take  courtesies  from  thee  ;  hereupon  they 
were  both  friends.  So  if  our  infirmities  be  more  than  our  wives, 
why  should  we  be  grieved  to  bear  with  theirs,  seeing  they  bear  a 
great  deal  with  us  1  If  their  infirmities  be  more  than  ours,  why 
hath  God  made  us  the  stronger,  but  to  be  the  better  able  to  bear 
the  infirmities  of  a  weaker  vessel  ?  If  we  bear  with  one  another, 
patience  healeth  what  offence  wounded  ;  but  if  the  one  be  fire, 
and  the  other  flax,  then  nothing  can  follow  but  combustion,  even 
the  flames  of  contention  and  debate. 

n„ '»:>:,  in  Vila  Alexatidri.      Nath.  Shutt's  Serm.  at  St.  Mildred's,  Panltney, 

Lond.t  1636. 

151 1.  Piety,  not  Promotion,  that  Makes  up  a 
Godly  Minister. 

was  the  speech  of  Boniface,  that  was  a  martyr,  on  one  asking  him 
whether  it  were  lawful  to  give  sacramental  wine  in  a  wooden  cup: 
Time  was,  said  he,  when  there  were  wooden  chalices  and  golden 
priests,  but  now  there  are  golden  chalices  and  wooden  priests. 
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Thus  it  was  of  old,  they  thought  then  to  gain  men's  devotion  b 
outward  pomp  and  bravery,  yet  when  wooden  chalices  came  in, 
that  things  were  carried  in  a  lower  way,  the  ministry  lost  nothing 
of  its  lustre  ;  whereas  many  ministers  think,  if  they  should  be  poor 
and  mean,  every  one  would  contemn  their  ministry,  hence  they 
fondly  imagine,  that  the  way  to  have  the  ministry  respected,  is  to 
get  great  livings,  but  they  are  quite  out,  that  will  not  do  it,  for  it 
is  piety,  not  promotion,  that  makes  up  a  godly  minister ;  and  a 
poor  godly  man  that  exerciseth  his  function  conscionably,  will  gain 
more  respect  than  any  other  dignitaries  whatsoever, 

Laurent,  Smius  in  Vita. 

151 2,  Friendship  Tried  in  Times  of  Afflic- 

tion. 

It  is  reported  of  Herodias,  wife  to  Herod  the  Tetrarch,  who  when 
the  emperor  had  deprived  her  husband  of  the  tetrarchy,  and 
banished  him  into  France,  understanding  that  Herodias  was 
Agrippa's  sister,  gave  her  alt  her  husband's  estate,  supposing  that 
she  would  not  go  along  with  him  ;  but  she  answered  the  emperor, 
saying,  There  is  a  cause  that  hinders  me  from  partaking  the  bene- 
fit of  your  bounty,  the  affection  I  bear  to  my  husband:  because  I 
have  shared  with  him  in  his  felicity.  Whereupon  the  emperor 
being  displeased  with  her  answer,  banished  her  likewise.  Memo- 
rable is  that  also  of  David's  brethren,  and  those  of  his  father's 
house,  who  when  they  heard  of  his  being  in  the  cave  of  Adullam, 
sleighted  the  forfeiture  of  their  goods,  and  venturing  the  displea- 
sure of  Saul,  went  down  to  comfort  him,  1  Sam.  xxii.  1.  And 
thus  it  is,  that  true  friendship  is  best  tried  in  times  of  affliction  and 
distress ;  a  brother,  a  friend,  a  wife,  is  for  the  time  of  adversity, 
Prov.  xvii.  17.  Away  then  with  those  summer-birds,  those  false- 
hearted friends,  that  like  ditches  are  full  in  the  winter  season, 
but  dry  in  the  heat  of  summer,  when  we  have  most  need  of  them. 

yostphi  Antiquit.  Jud.  Lib.  xix.  cap.  9.       Amicus  ctrtus  in  n  inccrta,  &c. 

1513.  Natural  Wants  and  Weaknesses  not 
to  be  Objected  against  the  Practice  of 
Divine  Meditation. 

Men  that  are  sick  and  weakly  in  their  bodies,  do  not  altogether 
abstain  from  food  and  physic,  but  rather  use  them  that  they  may 
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recover  their  strength  again  ;  and  though  their  appetite  is  small, 
yet  they  force  themselves,  that  by  eating  a  little  and  a  little,  they 
niiy  get  a  stomach.  Shall  a  man  that  is  dim-sighted,  shut  the 
(Widows  because  the  house  is  dark?  Shall  he  not  rather  open 
them  to  let  in  the  light,  that  he  may  the  better  see  to  go  about  his 
1  msiness  1  And  the  colder  a  man  feels  himself,  the  more  needful 
he  thinks  it  to  come  to  the  fire  and  warm  himself,  or  use  some 
exercise,  that  so  he  may  recover  his  natural  heat.  Thus  in  like 
nner  the  sight  of  our  own  natural  wants  and  weaknesses  is  not 
sufficient  plea  to  bar  us  from  the  exercise  of  divine  meditation, 
but  rather  incite  us  thereunto,  it  being  an  excellent  means  to  clear 
up  our  sight,  to  enlighten  our  minds  with  more  knowledge,  to  get 
spiritual  health  and  strength,  and  to  warm  our  cold  and  frozen 
hearts,  that  so  by  God's  assistance  we  may  perform  service  unto 
Him  with  more  heat  of  godly  zeal  and  fervour  of  devotion. 

y.  Daitrnhnm's  Guide  to  Godliness.       Sed  contra  audentior  ito. 


1 514.  The  Greatest  Boasters  the  Smallest 
Doers. 


Erasmus,  in  his  Adages,  reports  of  a  young  man  that  had  travelled 
many  countries,  and  at  last  returning  home,  began  to  praise  him- 
self in  every  company;  and  amongst  many  his  other  excellent 
feats  that  he  had  done,  he  said,  that  in  the  Isle  of  Rhodes,  he  out- 
aped  all  the  men  that  were  there,  and  all  the  Rhodians  could 
him  witness  of  the  same.  Whereupon  a  slander  by  said, 
lei  'Po£o<>,  ilov  Tri'ictjfia,  If  thou  sayest  true,  think  this  to  be  Rhodes, 
and  jump  here ;  and  then  he  could  do  just  nothing,  but  hid  his 
for  shame.  Thus,  as  those  sticks  that  send  forth  most  smoke, 
afford  least  heat ;  so  those  men  that  are  the  greatest  boasters, 
Me  for  the  most  part  the  least  doers,  according  to  our  English 
proverb,  Great  boast  and  small  roast.  Alas  !  what  are  words  1 
mere  vanity,  if  not  attended  with  deeds  ;  hence  is  that  saying, 
Liquet c  ut  tevtdeam,  So  speak,  that  I  may  see  you  ;  make  no  more 
words,  but  what  maybe  demonstrated  by  deeds  in  view  of  all  men. 

i/iavn.  Thryvtrus  in  tlippoerat.  Aphorism.      Minima  pcssitnt qui plurima 
jactant.  Thryvtrus. 
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15 1 5.  God  Rewarding  the  Least  Good  done 
to  His  People. 

It  is  reported  of  Herod  Agrippa,  (the  same  that  was  eaten  up  of 
worms,  Acts  xiL  23,)  that  being  bound  in  chains,  and  sent  to  prison 
by  Tiberius  for  wishing  Caius  in  the  empire,  one  Thaumastus,  a 
servant  of  Caius,  carrying  a  pitcher  of  water,  met  him,  and  Agrippa 
being  very  thirsty,  desired  him  to  give  him  drink,  which  he  will- 
ingly did ;  whereupon  Agrippa  said,  This  service  thou  hast  done 
in  giving  me  drink,  shall  do  thee  good  another  day.  And  he  was 
as  big  as  his  word  ;  for  afterwards  when  Caius  was  emperor  and 
Agrippa  made  King  of  Judea.  he  first  got  his  liberty,  then  made 
him  a  chief  officer  of  his  household ;  and  after  his  decease,  took 
order  that  he  should  continue  in  the  same  office  with  his  son. 
How  much  more  then  shall  Christ  reward  those  that  shall  give  to 
His  distressed  members  but  a  cup  of  cold  water  {one  of  the  least 
readiest  and  meanest  refreshments  that  may  be)  in  the  midst  of 
their  afflictions  I  Shall  not  he  that  receiveth  a  prophet  in  the 
name  of  a  prophet,  have  a  prophet's  reward?  Matth.  x.  41,  42.  Yes, 
surely  they  shall  not  be  unrecompensed,  when  Christ  shall  appear 
in  His  glory,  He  will  own  them  before  men  and  angels. 

Josepfms  dt  Antiquitat.  Juii.  Lib.  xviii.  cap.  8.       Grave  nitnii  estuifructu 
laioru  mi frmtdetur  bonus,  <&v. 

1 5 16.  Want  of  Matter  not  to  be  Pretended 
against  the  Practice  of  Divine  Medita- 
tion. 

Look  but  upon  an  earthly-minded  man,  and  he  will  have  matter 
enough  to  think  and  meditate  upon  in  worldly  things,  if  it  were 
for  a  whole  year  together,  building,  as  it  were,  castles  in  the  air, 
busying  himself  about  things  that  are  not,  or  ever  shall  be ;  and 
herein  they  are  such  quick  workmen  too,  that  they  can  both 
gather  their  straw  and  burn  their  brick  in  full  tale.  Strange  then  I 
that  any  man  should  object  the  want  of  matter,  or  barrenness  of 
invention  in  the  meditation  of  things  spiritual ;  whereas,  did  he 
but  resort  to  God's  storehouses  {like  the  Egyptians  to  Joseph's), 
did  he  but  open  the  large  volume  of  the  creation,  and  unclasp  the 
book  of  Holy  Scriptures,  he  might  find  abundant  matter  of  medita- 
tion ;  besides  the  consideration  of  his  own  misery,  his  manifold 
sins  and  corruptions,  wants  and  imperfections,  God's  great  mercies 
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and  blessings,  the  administration  of  His  judgments,  the  workings 
of  His  Providence,  &a,  so  that  there  is  no  want  of  good  seed, 
no  cause  to  complain  of  anything  but  the  barrenness  of  heart,  and 
averseness  to  good  things,  if  there  be  not  bringing  forth  fruit  in  a 
plentiful  manner. 

W.  Strong's  Serm.  at  Westminster,  165 2.        Monstrat  qvalibet  htrba  Deum. 

15 1 7.  More  Comfortable  to  have  a  Strong 
Faith  than  a  IVeak  one. 

As  two  ships  sailing  together,  the  one  sound  and  well  tackled,  the 
Other  leaking  and  wanting  sails,  though  both  do  arrive  at  the  same 
port ;  yet  not  both  alike  disposed  ;  the  one  comes  in  merrily  and 
confidently,  the  other  with  much  difficulty  and  doubting :  so  the 
strong  in  faith  doth  singingly  walk  towards  Heaven,  goes  on  com- 
fortably and  with  full  assurance,  when  they  of  little  faith  do  but, 
as  it  were,  creep  thither  with  many  doubts,  great  fears,  and  small 
joy ;  and  therefore  as  it  is  no  wisdom  for  any  man  to  continue 
poor  that  may  be  rich,  or  to  live  in  fear,  when  he  may  be  free  from 
it,  so  it  is  no  point  of  wisdom,  no  piece  of  Christian  prudence, 
for  a  man  to  content  himself  with  a  weak  faith,  when  by  any  means 
he  may  increase  it. 

G.  Wiliiamt,  of  tie  Church. 

15 1 8.  Men  to  be  Forward  in  Promoting  the 
Cause  of  God  and  Religion. 

Famous  is  the  story  of  one  Terentius,  a  captain  in  the  Emperor 
Valens'  army,  who  returning  from  Armenia  with  a  great  victory, 
the  emperor  bade  him  ask  what  he  would  ;  he  only  desired  as  a 
recompence  for  all  his  service,  That  there  might  be  granted  a 
church  to  the  orthodox  in  Antioch  (where,  to  the  honour  of  the 
place,  Christ  did,  as  it  were,  at  first  spread  His  glorious  banner, 
Acts  xi.  26),  that  they  might  freely  meet  there,  and  publicly  join 
together  in  the  service  of  their  God.  The  motion,  he  could  not 
but  know,  must  be  exceedingly  unwelcome  to  the  emperor,  because 
he  was  an  Arian  ;  and  so  it  proved,  for  the  emperor  tore  his  peti- 
tion, and  bade  him  ask  something  else ;  but  Terentius  gathered 
up  the  torn  pieces  of  the  paper,  and  said,  Hoc  tantum  dtsidero, 
d-v.,  This  I  ask  as  a  reward  of  my  service,  and  I  will  ask  nothing 
else.    Here  was  a  free  spirited  man,  a  true  Christian  soldier,  that 
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summed  up  all  his  service  for  the  public  in  a  humble  petition  fo 
the  church's  good  :  die  mihi  mum  virum,  show  me  such  another. 
Do  men  improve  their  interest  in  great  ones,  and  make  such  use 
of  opportunities  as  may  conduce  to  the  good  of  God's  cause  and 
religion  1  They  do  not ;  it  is  too,  too  apparent,  that  men  are  too 
much  biassed,  too  much  self-ended,  seeking  qua  sua,  non  qutz 
C/tristi,  their  own  things,  not  the  things  of  Jesus  Christ,  PhiL 
ii.  2  i,  preferring  their  own  private  gain  and  worldly  profit  before 
the  advancement  of  God's  true  religion. 

Tlifodoret,  Hist.  Ecclcs.,  Lib,  iv.  cap.  23.        Si  perit  Ecclesia  causa,  periisse 
juvabit.    Prosper.        Thcophilact.        Anselm  in  loc. 

1 519.  God's  Omnipresence,  the  Consideration 
of  it  to  be  a  Restraint  from  Sin. 

It  is  the  persuasion  of  Seneca  to  his  friend  Lucilius,  for  the  better 
keeping  of  himself  within  compass  of  his  duty,  to  imagine  that 
some  great  man,  some  strict,  quick-sighted,  clear-brained  man, 
such  as  Cato  or  Laelius,  did  still  look  upon  him  ;  and  being  come 
to  more  perfection,  would  have  him  to  fear  no  man's  presence 
more  than  his  own,  nor  any  man's  testimony  above  that  of  his 
own  conscience,  and  adds  this  reason,  because  he  might  flee  from 
another,  but  not  from  himself,  and  escape  another's  censure,  but 
not  the  censure  of  his  own  conscience.  Thus,  did  but  men  set 
God  before  their  eyes,  and  always  remember,  that  His  eyes  are 
upon  them,  it  would  be  a  notable  bridle  to  pull  them  back,  and 
to  hold  them  up  when  they  are  ready  to  fall  into  any  sin,  it  would 
make  them  to  watch  over  themselves,  that  they  did  not  do  any 
wickedness  in  His  sight,  who  is  greater  than  their  consciences ;  and 
so  upright  in  His  judgments,  that  though  conscience  may  be 
silenced  for  a  time,  and  give  no  evidence,  or  be  a  false  witness  to 
the  truth,  yet  it  is  impossible  to  escape  His  sentence,  either  by 
flight  or  any  appeal  whatsoever. 

.  Downham's  Guide  to  Godlitass.        Deus  totus  oculus  est,  drf.   Aug.  in 
Psalm  cxx. 

1520.  The  Holy  Scriptures  to  be  Valued 
above  all  other  Writings. 

Josephus,  in  his  book  of  the  Antiquities  of  the  Jews,  maketh 
mention  of  one  Cumanus,  a  governor  of  Judea,  that  though  he 
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were  but  a  heathen,  and  a  wicked  man,  yet  he  caused  a  soldier 
to  be  beheaded  for  tearing  a  copy  of  the  book  of  Moses1  law, 
which  he  found  at  the  sacking  of  a  town.  And  venerable  in  all 
ages,  and  amongst  all  nations,  have  been  the  books,  that  contained 
the  laws  either  of  their  belief  or  policy  ;  as  the  Jews,  their  Talmud ; 
the  Romans,  the  Laws  of  the  Twelve  Tables  ;  the  Turks,  their 
Alcoran  ;  and  all  pagans,  the  laws  of  their  legislators.  And  shall 
not  Christians  have  then  an  high  esteem  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  deem  them  (as  the  good  old  Christians  did)  to  be  the  mirror 
of  divine  grace  and  man's  misery,  the  touchstone  of  truth,  the  shop 
of  remedies  against  all  evil,  the  hammer  of  heretics,  the  treasury 
of  virtue,  the  displayer  of  vanities,  the  balance  of  equity,  and  the 
most  perfect  rule  of  all  truth  and  honesty  t 


Joseph.  Antiij.,  Lib.  xx.  cap.  4.        R.  Holdsworth's  Scrm.,  1632. 

ctdatis,  eruJitio  vi talis,  iSrV.    Cattiaior.  111  Psalm  cxv. 


Schoii 


1 52 1.  Men  to  be  Forward  in  Frequenting  the 
Ordinances  of  God. 

It  is  a  note  of  Mr.  Calvin's  upon  that  text,  Seek  ye  my  face, 
Psalm  xxvii.  8,  that  superstitious  people  will  go  on  pilgrimage  to 
the  image  of  such  a  lady,  or  such  a  saint,  or  to  visit  the  monument 
of  the  sepulchre  at  Jerusalem,  and  they  will  go  over  mountains, 
and  through  strange  countries  ;  and  though  they  be  used  hardly, 
and  lose  much  of  their  estates,  sometimes  in  perils  of  false  brethren, 
other  times  in  the  hands  of  Arabian  robbers,  they  satisfy  them- 
selves in  this,  I  have  that  I  came  for,  Alas  !  what  came  they  for  ? 
•  >.'  -.i^ht  of  a  dumb  idol,  a  mere  nothing.  If  they  then  will  endure 
tuch  hardship  for  the  sight  of  a  mere  empty  shadow,  how  much 
pains  should  we  take  to  see  God  in  his  ordinances  1  What  though 
the  way  to  Sion  lie  through  the  valley  of  Baca,  Psalm  lxxxiv.  6. 
Surely  when  God  moves  the  hearts  of  men  to  join  with  His  people, 
a  little  difficulty  cannot  hinder  them,  they  will  be  content  to  go 
through  the  valley  of  tears,  so  as  they  may  appear  before  God  in 
Sion  ;  they  will  go  through  thick  and  thin,  rather  than  not  go  to 
church  at  aE.  And  thus  as  it  is  prophesied  of  the  church  of  God, 
that  she  should  be  called,  sought  out,  i.e.,  sought  unto,  or  sought 
after,  Isa.  lxii.  12,  it  is  heartily  to  be  wished  that  it  might  be  so, 
ilace  had  in  high  estimation  and  regard,  which  out  of  respect 
■\  devotion,  men  would  repair  and  resort  unto,  encouraging  others 
i&0  so  to  do,  saying  ;  Come,  let  us  go  up  t<5  the  mountain  of  the 
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Lord,  that  our  hearts  may  be  refreshed  with  the  consolations 
our  God  in  the  way  of  His  ordinances. 

Jer.  Borogh  s  Moses'  Choke.        Per  ardna  virtus.       Note  divers,  ministr. 
in  Jsa.  lxiL  12. 

1522.  Experimental  Knowledge  the  only 
Knowledge. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  great  doctors  of  the  world,  by  much 
reading  and  speculation,  attain  unto  a  great  height  of  knowledge, 
but  seldom  to  sound  wisdom,  which  hath  given  way  to  that  com- 
mon proverb,  The  greatest  clerks  are  not  always  the  wisest  men. 
It  is  not  studying  of  the  politics  that  will  make  a  man  a  wise  coun- 
cillor of  state,  till  his  knowledge  is  joined  with  experience  ;  which 
teachcth  where  the  rules  of  state  hold,  and  where  they  fail.  It  is 
not  book-knowledge  that  will  make  a  good  general,  a  skilful  pilot, 
110  not  so  much  as  a  cunning  artisan,  till  that  knowledge  is  per- 
fected by  practice  and  experience.  And  so  surely,  though  a  man 
abound  never  so  much  in  literal  knowledge,  it  will  be  far  from 
making  him  a  good  Christian,  unless  he  bring  precepts  into  prac- 
tice, and  by  feeling  experience  apply  that  he  knows  to  his  own  use 
and  spiritual  advantage. 

Jos.  SJtute's  Serm.  at  Merc.  Ctapel,  Land.,  1629.       Experitntia  detet. 

1523.  The  Church  of  the  Gospel,  its  Ampli- 
tude above  that  under  the  Law. 

The  Samaritan's  inn  was  called  TravSoxeiov,  because  it  gave  enter- 
tainment to  all  strangers,  Luke  x.  34.  In  St.  Peter's  sheet  were 
all  sorts  of  creatures,  four-footed  beasts,  and  creeping  things,  Acts 
x.  11.  The  net  mentioned  in  St.  Matthew's  gospel  caught  all 
kind  of  fish,  chap.  xiii.  47.  Ahasuerus'  feast  welcomed  all  comers, 
Esth.  i.  3.  Such  is  the  church  of  the  Gospel  in  its  amplitude  :  the 
prophetical  Gospel  was  hedged  in  and  limited  within  the  pale  of 
Palestine ;  but  the  apostolical  Gospel  is  spread  over  the  face  of 
:he  whole  earth.  Then  it  was  lux  modii,  a  light  under  a  bushel, 
now  lux  mundi,  the  light  of  the  world  ;  then  the  prophets  sang,  ftt 
Judoea  no/us  est  Deus,  in  Jewry  is  God  known,  His  name  is  great  in 
Israel,  Psalm  lxxvi.  1,  but  now  we  sing,  Laudatc  Dominum  ornnts 
gentes,  Praise  the  Lord  all  ye  nations,  Psalm  cxvii.  Then  the  name 
of  Christ  was  an  ointment  kept  close  in  a  box  ;  but  now  it  is  an. 
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ointment  poured  out  And  lastly,  then  the  church  was  a  garden 
enclosed,  a  fountain  sealed  up,  but  now  it  is  a  springing  well,  that 
overflows  the  world  to  renew  it,  as  Noah's  flood  did  to  destroy  it. 

Edm.  Lf'gi,  Cril.  Sacra.       Afatth.  Stiles'  Sermon  at  St.  Paur*,  Land., 

1627. 

1524.  The  Company  of  Wicked  Men  to  be 
A  voided. 

It  was  once  the  prayer  of  a  good  gentlewoman,  when  she  was  to 
die,  being  in  much  trouble  of  conscience :  O  Lord,  let  me  not  go 
to  hell,  where  the  wicked  are,  for,  Lord,  thou  knowest  I  never 
loved  their  company  here ;  the  same  in  effect,  though  not  in  the 
same  words,  was  that  of  holy  David,  Lord,  gather  not  my  soul 
with  sinners,  Psalm  xxvi.  9.  Thus  if  men  would  not  have  their 
souls  gathered  with  wicked  men  hereafter,  they  must  take  heed  of 
joining  with  them  here ;  can  God  take  it  well  at  any  man's  hands, 
to  go  and  shake  hands  with  His  enemies  ?  God  Himself  will  not 
so  much  as  reach  out  His  hand  to  the  wicked.  Why  then  should 
any  of  us  do  so  1  Can  we  be  in  any  place  where  we  see  God  dis- 
honoured, and  sit  still  as  though  not  concerned  therein  1  Cer- 
tainly, the  sight  of  sin,  wheresoever,  or  by  whomsoever  it  is 
committed,  should  cause  horror  in  the  soul,  Psalm  cxix.  53,  it 
should  make  us  forbear  coming  into  such  wretched  company. 

Jer.  Borogh's  Moses'  Choice.       Biblia,  i>ulgat.  edit. 

1525.  Time  Misspent,  to  be  carefully  Re- 
deemed. 

is  observable,  that  when  men  have  misspent  their  youth  in 
tous  living,  neglected  all  means  of  thriving,  and  prodigally 
ted  their  estates,  but  coming  to  riper  years,  and  being  beaten 
with  the  rod  of  their  own  experience  in  the  sight  of  their  folly,  do 
not  only  desist  from  their  former  lewd  courses,  but  are  sorry  and 
aihamed  of  them,  and  set  themselves  with  so  much  the  more  care 
and  diligence  to  recover  and  repair  their  decayed  estates,  and  with 
the  greater  earnestness  use  all  good  means  of  thriving  ;  and  he  that 
being  to  travel  about  important  business  nearly  concerning  his 
life  and  estate,  if  he  have  overslept  himself  in  the  morning,  or 
"ed  out  his  time  about  things  of  no  worth,  when  he  sees  his 
r  and  folly,  he  makes  the  more  haste  all  the  day  following, 
that  he  may  not  be  benighted,  and  so  coming  short  of  his  journey, 
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be  frustrated  of  his  hopes.  And  thus  must  every  good  Christian 
labouring  with  so  much  the  more  earnestness  after  the  spiritual 
riches  of  grace,  and  assurance  of  his  heavenly  hope,  by  how  much 
the  longer  he  hath  neglected  the  spirit" lal  thrift ;  and  travelling  so 
much  the  more  speedily  in  the  ways  of  God,  by  how  much  the 
longer  he  hath  deferred  his  journey,  and  loitered  by  the  way,  fear- 
ing (as  the  apostle  speaketh)  lest  a  promise  being  left  of  entering 
into  God's  rest,  he  come  short  of  it,  Heb.  iv.  1, 

J.  Downham 's  Guide  to  Godliness.       Validis  incumbert  remii.      Plus  vigila 

semper,  dr>r . 

1526.  Sacrilege,  the  Heavy  Judgments  of  God 
depending  thereon. 

Pompey  the  Great,  who  is  noted  by  Titus  Livius  and  Cicero,  to 
be  one  of  the  most  fortunate  soldiers  in  the  world,  yet  after  he  had 
abused  and  robbed  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  he  never  prospered  ; 
but,  vdut  undo,  supervenit  undam,  as  one  wave  followeth  another, 
so  ill  successes  succeeded  to  him,  one  on  the  neck  of  another,  till 
at  last  he  made  an  end  of  an  unhappy  life  by  a  miserable  death. 
Many  more  examples  of  the  like  nature  are  recorded  to  posterity, 
To  what  purpose  ?  To  forewarn  them  of  the  heavy  judgments 
that  depend  upon  all  sacrilegers,  that  as  the  ark  of  God  could  find 
no  resting  place  amongst  the  Philistines,  but  was  removed  from 
Ashdod  to  Gath,  from  Gath  to  Ekron,  and  so  from  place  to  place, 
till  it  came  to  its  own  proper  place  ;  so  shall  it  be  with  the  goods 
of  God's  church,  of  what  nature  soever,  being  wrung  out  of  the 
church's  hands  by  violence,  qua  maligne  contraxit  pater,  pejori 
fluxu  refundet  hares,  that  which  the  father  hath  so  wickedly 
scraped  together,  the  son  shall  more  wickedly  scatter  abroad,  and 
so  it  shall  pass  and  repass  from  one  to  another  until  it  be  far 
enough  from  him  and  his,  for  whom  it  was  collected,  so  that  the 
outside  of  all  his  goodly  purchase  will  be  the  judgment  of  God 
against  himself,  and  the  curse  of  God  to  remain  upon  his  posterity. 


Josef  hus,  Antiquitat.  Lib.  xiv.  eap.  8.       A  saeris  abstinctidx  manus. 
Pet.  Blesens.  Epist.  la. 


1527.  Nothing  but  Eternity  will  satisfy  th 


Gracious  Soul. 


When  there  were  several  attempts  made  upon  Luther,  to  draw 
him  back  again  to  the  Romish  side,  one  proposed  a  sum  of  money 
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to  be  offered  unto  him.  No,  that  will  not  do.  says  another ;  ilia 
btslia  Germanica  non  curat  argetitum,  &e.,  that  German  beast 
cares  not  for  money,  nor  any  temporal  thing  whatsoever;  and  so 
they  ceased  any  further  tampering  that  way.  Such  was  the  Chris- 
tian resolution  of  those  forty  martyrs  under  the  persecution  of 
Licinius  the  emperor,  A.D.  300,  that  when  Agricolaus  his 
chief  governor,  and  one  of  the  devil's  prime  agents,  set  upon 
them  by  several  ways  to  renounce  Christ,  and  at  last  tempted 
them  with  money  and  preferments,  they  all  cried  out  with  one 

CODSeDt,  *0  ni?t07rj*t  w  aVe/oT/yv,  xpijpttnu  <  t\'  tr  -:  Ta  a-<,ti,  <  01  t,.'. 

0  eternity!  eternity  1  give  money  that  may  last  for  ever,  and  glory 
that  may  never  fade  away.  Nothing  but  Jesus  Christ  and  Him 
crucified  will  serve  St.  Paul's  turn,  1  Cor.  ii.  2.  And  thus  it 
is,  that  nothing  but  eternity  will  satisfy  the  gracious  soul ;  let  all 
the  world,  the  things  of  heaven  and  earth,  present  themselves  to 
the  soul  by  way  of  satisfaction,  it  will  say,  What  are  ye  1  temporal 
or  eternal  ?  if  temporal,  away  with  them  ;  but  if  they  bring  eter- 
nity along  with  them,  if  the  inscription  of  eternity  be  set  on  them, 
then  it  closes  with  them,  and  is  satisfied  in  the  sweet  enjoyment 
of  them. 

Mdch.  AJamui  in  Vita.        Basil  Mugn.  Horn,  in  xl.  Martyra. 


1528.  The  Ranters  Religion. 

It  is  reported  of  the  Lindians,  a  people  in  the  Isle  of  Rhodes,  who 
using  to  offer  their  sacrifices  with  curses  and  execrable  maledic- 
tions, thought  their  unholy  holy  rites  were  profaned,  if  that,  in  all 
the  time  of  the  solemnity,  vrf  imprudenti  alicui  exciderit  verbum 
bonum,  any  one  of  them  at  unawares  should  have  cast  out  or  let 
fall  one  good  word.  Such  is  the  irreligious  religion,  and  desperate 
carriage  of  a  wretched  crew,  called  Ranters,  whose  mouths  are 
filled  with  cursing  and  blasphemous  speeches,  and  that  in  such  a 
horrid  and  confused  manner,  as,  if  Pythagoras'  fit^/jL^v-^waii  were 
to  be  credited,  a  man  would  think  Rabshakeh's  soul  had  been  trans- 
ported into  their  bodies,  their  dialect  being  alike  devilish,  their 
language  scmblable. 


Strabo.      Lactuftt.  dt  Vera  Dei  Cultu.      Atque  Deos  atqiuastra 
vocatit  crude! ia,  Grv.  Virgil. 
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1 529.  Flatterers  to  be  Avoided. 

When  Xerxes  with  his  multitudinous  army  marched  towards  Greece 
and  asked  of  his  friends,  what  they  feared  most ;  and  one  said, 
that  when  the  Greeks  heard  of  his  coming,  they  would  fly  away, 
before  he  could  come  near  them  ;  another  said,  he  feared  the  air 
had  not  room  enough  for  the  arrows  of  his  army  ;  another  feared 
all  Greece  was  not  sufficient  to  quarter  his  soldiers  in  ;  and  then 
Damascenes,  the  philosopher,  said,  he  feared  that  all  those  para- 
sites would  deceive  him.  And  no  wonder,  for  many  men  have 
been  eaten  up  and  cheated  out  of  their  whole  estates  by  such  dis- 
sembling and  devouring  caterpillars ;  adulationis  audio  est  domorum 
emunctw,  the  oil  of  flattery  hath  soaked  up  many  a  good  family  ; 
Plus  meet  lingua  adulatoris  quam  gladius persccutoris,  saith  another, 
a  flatterer's  tongue  doth  more  mischief  than  a  persecutor's  sword  ; 
so  that  better  it  were  for  men  to  live  ei»  xopaicas,  amongst 
ravens,  than  eU  Ko\aKa<t,  amongst  flatterers ;  for  ravens  feed  only 
upon  dead  carcasses,  and  flatterers  feast  upon  living  men  ;  they 
are  therefore  to  be  banished  from  our  ears,  or  at  the  least,  no  ways 
trusted,  and  by  no  means  countenanced,  which  if  they  be,  it  is  to 
be  feared  they  will  not  only  deceive  us,  but  also  destroy  us,  Prov. 
xxvi.  28,  and  mislead  from  the  ways  of  goodness. 

Trog.  Pemf.  Hist.       St.  A  ugust.  in  PsaL  jcovi,       Diog.  Laert.  in  Vita  Diog. 
Cyit.       Adulatores  sunt  hastes  et  scintilla  Diaboli.    Jerome,  in  Prov.  i. 

1530.  The  Vanity  of  Temporal  Things  com- 
pared with  those  Eternal. 

Abulensis,  setting  out  the  vanity  of  all  worldly  excellency,  ob- 
serves that  those  who  have  been  the  most  glorious  in  what  man 
accounts  excellent,  have  had  inglorious  ends,  whereby  their  splen- 
dour hath  been  much  eclipsed ;  as  in  Samson  for  strength,  and 
what  a  contemptible  end  had  he  ;  Absolom  for  beauty,  Ahithophel 
for  policy,  Asahel  for  swiftness,  Alexander  the  Great  for  conquests, 
yet  poisoned  in  the  end.  And  he  instanceth  also  in  kingdoms,  as 
that  of  the  Assyrian,  the  Chaldean,  Persian,  Grecian,  and  Roman ; 
how  soon  were  they  gone  !  He  might  have  added  common- 
wealths, for  be  they  never  so  well  settled  they  must  have  the! 
ending  too. 

Cam.  in  ii.  Reg.  cap.  15,  ju.  30,  et  in  cap.  17'.  qu.  21. 
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1 53 1.  Crowns  have  their  Periods,  Length  of 
Days  their  Date,  Triumphs  their  Tombs, 
Felicity  its  Fate. 

Such  then  is  the  vanity  of  all  temporal  things,  compared  with 
those  eternal ;  the  beauty  of  all  worldly  things  being  but  as  a  fair 
picture  drawn  upon  the  ice  that  melts  away  with  it ;  the  fashion 
of  this  world  passeth  away,  and  did  but  worldly  men  consider, 
what  is  become  of  all  those  that  have  had  as  great  dealings,  and 
as  many  merry  meetings  as  they,  and  have  indulged  the  flesh  as 
much  as  they,  that  they  are  gone,  rotten  in  their  graves,  and  their 
souls,  it  may  be,  crying  under  the  wrath  of  an  infinite  God,  and 
all  their  bravery  and  delights  at  an  end,  they  would  then  leave 
doating  on  the  world,  and  fix  their  hearts  upon  things  that  shall 
make  for  their  eternal  and  everlasting  good. 

ytr.  Sorogh's  Most?  Choice.       Sit  parvis  est  componere  magna,  Gre. 

1532.  Ceremonies  of  the  Church  not  to  be  any 

Cause  of  Separation. 

Puny  in  his  Natural  History  reporteth  of  hedgehogs,  that  having 
been  abroad  to  provide  their  store,  and  returning  home  laden  with 
nuts  and  fruit,  if  the  least  filbert  fall  but  off.  they  will  in  a  pettish 
humour  fling  down  all  the  rest,  and  beat  the  ground  for  very  anger 
with  their  bristles.  And  such  is  the  peevish  fancy  of  many  strait- 
laced  Christians  amongst  us,  {such  as  in  themselves  are  bells  of 
passing  good  metal,  and  tuneable  enough,  though  by  the  artifice 
of  some  miserably  rung  out  of  tune,)  that  will  leave  our  church, 
and  remain  obstinate  for  trifles  and  accidents,  ceremonies,  things 
in  themselves  adiaphorous,  indifferent,  and  harmless,  that  fire  hath 
tried  them  to  be  but  stubble  and  straw  controversies,  easy  to  be 
moderated,  if  malice  and  prejudice  make  not  men  irreconcileable, 
1  Cor.  iii. 

WtU.  Harlow,  Defence  of  Art.  of  Kelig.       W.  Laud,  Ep.  Ded.  in  Rtply 
to  Fisher. 

1533.  The  Tongue  for  the  most  part  a  Mis- 

chievous Member. 

Soar  being  sent  by  his  master  to  buy  all  the  best  meat  he  could 
get  in  the  market,  bought  all  tongues ;  and  being  sent  again  to 
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buy  all  the  worst,  he  bought  all  tongues  again  ;  being  demand 
why  he  did  so,  answered,  That  no  flesh  was  better  than  a  good 
tongue,  nor  any  worse  than  a  bad  tongue.  And  most  true  it  is, 
(as  Bias  told  Amasis,  King  of  Egypt,)  the  tongue  is  the  best  and 
worst  member  of  the  body,  for  the  most  part  an  unruly  mischie- 
vous member,  lambit  et  ladit,  a  killing  and  destroying  member,  a 
dangerous  weapon,  and  the  worst  of  all  other  weapons ;  the  stroke 
of  a  sword  may  be  borne  off,  the  shot  of  an  arrow  may  be  shunned  ; 
or  if  not,  the  wounds  may  be  healed,  but  there  is  no  way  to  escape 
a  poisoned  tongue,  no  salve  to  cure  it ;  hence  it  is  well  observe 
that  a  word  and  a  pest  grow  upon  the  same  root  in  Hebrew,  si 
fying  that  the  plague  and  an  ill  tongue  go  together. 

In  Vita  /Esopi.       Plutarch.       Lingua  mali  pars  pessima  servi.  Js 
Saincits  Paginni  'Dies.  Ling.  Santt. 

1534.  In  the  midst  of  Worldly  Enjoyment 
to  mind  Eternity. 

There  is  a  notable  story  of  one  Theodoras,  a  Christian  young 
man  in  Egypt,  who,  when  there  was  a  great  deal  of  feasting  with 
music  in  his  father's  house,  withdrew  himself  from  all  the  company, 
and  being  got  alone,  thus  thought  with  himself,  Here  is  content 
delight  enough  for  the  flesh,  I  may  have  what  I  desire,  but  h 
long  will  this  last  ?  this  will  not  hold  out  long  :  then  falling  up 
his  knees  to  God  in  prayer ;  O  Lord,  says  he,  my  heart  is 
unto  Thee,  I  indeed  know  not  what  to  ask,  but  only  this,  Lord  1 
rae  not  die  eternally;  0  Lord,  thou  knowest  I  love  Thee,  O  let 
live  eternally  to  praise  Thee.  And  then,  when  his  mother  came 
him,  and  would  have  had  him  come  into  the  rest  of  the  compan 
he  made  an  excuse  and  would  not,  only  upon  this  meditation, 
cause  he  saw  this  could  not  hold  out  long.  And  thus  it  is  he 
.to  be  wished  that  the  sons  of  men,  when  they  find  their  hearts 
ginning  to  be  let  out  upon  any  temporal  good,  when  they  are  i 
the  midst  of  all  their  worldly  delights  and  pleasures,  would  think 
upon  eternity,  and  reason  with  themselves  thus  :  I  am  now  in  the 
midst  of  all  temporal  enjoyments,  but  will  they  hold  out  1  I  was 
made  to  abide  for  ever,  I  was  made  for  that  God  that  must  abide 
for  ever  ;  what  are  a  few  hours  here  1  if  years,  they  are  nothing  to 
eternity  :  those  that  abide  longest  in  the  fruition  of  health  and 
prosperity,  their  time  is  but  a  bubble,  they  are  gone,  and  the 
memory  of  them  is  perished.  Xenophilus  in  Pliny,  (Lib.  vii.  cap.  7,) 
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lived  an  hundred  and  five  years  without  any  sickness ;  but  what 
is  that  to  eternity  1 

Jer.  Borogh's  Masts'  Choice.       Surtum  tarda, 

1535.  Popery,  a  mere  Heap  of  Confusion. 

It  is  said  of  the  nabis,  a  beast  in  Egypt  so  called,  that  it  hath  the 
shape  of  several  beasts  ;  and  of  Hannibal's  army,  that  it  consisted 
cx  colluvie  omnium  gentium,  of  the  very  scum  of  all  nations.  Thus 
!he  whole  body  of  popery  is  nought  else  but  a  very  amassed  lump 
of  pagan  rites,  and  old  heretical  dregs,  as  in  their  purgatory,  ldo- 
',  sacrifice  for  the  dead,  holy  water,  free-will,  challenge  of  the 
rh,  merit  of  works,  renouncing  of  Scriptures,  &c  ;  so  that  as 
osephus  said  of  Apion's  writings,  that  they  were  ifnvafuna 
tvy-^tniKa,  a  mere  dunghill  of  shameless  untruths,  rather  than  ortho- 
dox verities,  a  mere  heap  of  trash  and  trumpery. 

Plin.  Nat.  Hut.  Lib.  vii.  tap.  18. 

1536.  Children  to  have  a  Care  how  they  Marry 
without  Consent  of  Parents. 

TtRTULLiAN,  the  African  father,  writing  to  his  wife  concerning 
fljarriage,  closeth  all  with  a  piece  of  admiration,  Utide  sufficiam  ad 
ourrandam  felicitatan  ejus  matrimonii ',  quod  Ecclesia  conciliate  con- 
Kmuit  ablatio,  &*e.  ?  O  how  shall  I  be  able  sufficiently  to  describe 
the  happy  state  of  that  couple,  whom  the  church  hath  joined, 
power  and  thanksgiving  have  confirmed,  angels  in  heaven  pro- 
''~med,  and  the  parents  on  earth  approved  1  Such  were  those  of 
lekah.  Gen.  xxiv.,  and  the  woman  of  Timnath,  Judges  xiv. ; 
one  for  Isaac,  the  other  for  Samson,  though  both  appointed 
od,  yet  consented  thereunto  by  parents  on  all  sides.    But  on 
uiiier  side,  O  how  miserable  is  the  state  of  that  pair,  who  by 
emning  the  advice  and  consent  of  their  parents,  do  so  highly 
offend  God,  that  they  can  expect  no  blessing  from  God,  till  with 
weeping  tears  they  have  sued  unto  God  for  pardon,  and  by  all 
KissiNe  means  of  submission  and  humiliation  (which  is  the  best 
plank  after  shipwreck)  sought  to  be  reconciled  to  their  parents, 
•nd  labour  in  what  they  can  to  make  a  compensation  for  their 
farmer  disobedience,  with  a  care  of  conscionable  walking  before 
them. 


G.  Williams,  of  tht  Church.        Phil.  Bosquitri  Tabula  A'attfragii. 
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1537.  Afflictions  of  this  Life,  the  Comfo) 
able  Use  that  is  to  be  made  of  them. 

A  ship,  after  a  long  voyage,  being  come  into  harbour,  spring 
leak;  the  master  is  somewhat  troubled  at  it,  and  is  never  at  quii 
till  it  be  stopped,  so  that  it  is  an  evil  to  him ;  yet  he  comfor 
himself  in  this,  that  it  did  not  happen  unto  him  when  he  was  out 
at  sea ;  that  had  been  a  great  deal  worse,  and  might  have  proved 
the  ruin  of  them  all.  And  thus  it  is  for  troubles  and  sorrows, 
there  is  a  comfortable  use  to  be  made  of  them,  so  long  as  they 
happen  to  us  in  this  life,  we  may  say,  they  are  upon  us  ;  but, 
(blessed  be  God)  they  are  upon  us  here  in  this  world,  so  that  by  a 
sanctified  use  to  be  made  of  them,  they  shall  never  be  eternally 
upon  us  in  the  world  to  come.  Hence  is  that  prayer  of  St. 
Augustine,  and  of  all  good  men',  in  his  words  :  Domitie  hie  we,  hie 
seca,  ut  in  acternum parcas,  Here,  Lord,  do  what  thou  wilt  with  me, 
but  spare  me  hereafter ;  and  that  of  Fulgentius,  Da  Domine patien- 
tiam  hie,  Gre.,  Give  patience  here,  Lord,  and  pardon  hereafter ; 
whatsoever  my  grievances  are  here  upon  earth,  let  me  rejoice  witl 
Thee  in  Heaven. 

Jer.  BorogA's  Most?  Choice.       Dairit  Dots his  quoque finern.     Virgil,  sEn.  : 

1 538,  Constancy  of  Holy  Duties  makes  tl 

Performance  of  tltem  Easy. 

It  is  easy  to  keep  that  armour  bright  which  is  daily  used, 
hanging  by  the  walls  till  it  be  rusty,  it  will  ask  some  time  1 
pains  to  furbish  it  over  again ;  if  an  instrument  be  daily  play 
upon,  it  is  easily  kept  in  tune ;  but  let  it  be  but  a  while  neglect< 
and  cast  in  a  corner,  the  strings  and  frets  break,  the  bridge  flu 
off,  and  no  small  labour  is  required  to  bring  it  into  order  aga' 
And  thus  also  it  is  in  things  spiritual,  in  the  performance  of 
duties,  if  we  continue  them  with  a  settled  constancy,  they  will 
easy,  familiar,  and  delightful  to  us ;  but  if  once  broken  off,  and  i 
termitted,  it  is  a  new  work  to  begin  again,  and  will  not  be  reduc 
to  the  former  estate,  but  with  much  endeavour  and  great  difficult 

Joh.  Deumhanis  Guidt  to  Godliness.        Usui  promptos  faeit. 

1539.  Men  to  be  Provident  Christians. 

It  is  said  that  in  the  days  of  Solomon,  Judah  and  Israel  dwelt 
safely,  every  man  under  his  vine,  and  under  his  fig-tree,  from  Dan 
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even  to  Beersheba,  i  Kings  iv.  i$,  i.e.  from  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other.  But  then,  at  the  very  next  verse  following,  it  is  said, 
And  Solomon  had  forty  thousand  stalls  of  hordes  for  his  chariots, 
and  twelve  thousand  horsemen.  What !  peace  and  plenty,  horses 
and  horsemen,  quam  male  eonvtniwtt  t  how  can  they  stand  to- 
gether 1  Very  well.  No  doubt,  but  this  was  one  of  the  greatest 
points  of  Solomon's  wisdom,  to  foresee  a  danger,  and  shun  it, 
Prov.  xxii.  3  ;  in  times  of  peace,  to  provide  for  war.  And  thus  it 
must  be  the  care  of  all  good  Christians,  to  be  provident  Christians, 
with  Joseph,  in  times  of  plenty  to  lay  up  for  times  of  dearth.  Gen. 
lli.  49;  now  in  the  strength  of  youth  to  provide  for  the  weakness 
of  age ;  now  in  the  time  of  gospel-light  and  knowledge  to  be 
stocked  and  stored  with  graces  and  gospel-promises  to  live  upon  in 
worse  times. 

Nat.  Shute's  Serm.  at  St.  Mildred 'r,  ronitney,  Lend.,  tbly. 

o.  Hell-torments,  the  Eternity  of  them  to 
be  Considered. 

is  reported  of  a  voluptuous  young  man,  that  could  not  endure 
be  crossed  in  his  ways,  and  of  all  things  he  could  not  bear  it, 
to  be  kept  awake  in  the  dark  ;  but  it  so  happened,  that  being  sick, 
he  was  kept  awake  in  the  night  and  could  not  sleep  at  all.  Where- 
upon he  had  these  thoughts,  What,  is  it  so  tedious  then  to  be  kept 
from  sleep  one  night,  and  to  lie  a  few  hours  in  the  dark  ?  Oh, 
what  is  it  then  to  be  in  torments  and  everlasting  darkness  1  I  am 
here  in  my  own  house  upon  a  soft  bed  in  the  dark,  kept  from 
tipep  but  one  night ;  but  to  lie  in  flames  and  endless  misery,  how 
dreadful  must  that  needs  be.  These  and  such  like  meditations 
h  ere  the  happy  means  of  that  young  man's  conversion  ;  and  by 
blessing  of  God  may  be  the  like  unto  divers  others,  when  they 
consider  the  eternity  of  hell-torments,  that  they  are  everlast- 
for  ever  and  ever,  {a  fatal  soul-wounding  expression,)  when 
t  shall  be  a  suffering  of  as  many  years  as  there  be  sands  on 
sea  shore,  and  stars  in  the  firmament  for  their  number,  yet  no 
'on  at  all.  Oh,  this  eternity  of  torments  is  the  hell  of  hell, 
the  curse  of  Adam  there  was  a  donee  reverteris:  In  the  sweat  of 
w  shall  thou  eat  thy  bread,  until  thou  return,  &c.  There  is  no 
no  time  limited,  no  bounds  set  to  the  torments  of  the 
ned  in  hell,  they  are  for  evermore. 

.  Orexet.  Con s id.  de  sEternitate.       Mors  ibi  semper  ineipit  et  deficert  net- 
at.    Greg.  Moral,  in  Mattk. 


i66 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  4c. 


1 54 1.  Christian  Perfection  to  be  Attained 
Degrees. 

Meteors,  soon  after  their  first  appearing,  make  the  greatest  show ; 
a  fire  of  thorns,  as  soon  as  it  is  kindled,  gives  the  fairest  blaze, 
and  makes  the  most  noise  and  crackling;  and  both  of  them  decrease 
by  little  and  little,  till  they  disappear,  whereas  the  morning  light 
shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day,  Prov.  iv.  iS.  Mush- 
rooms come  to  their  perfection  in  one  night's  growth,  but  trees  of 
righteousness  of  God's  right  planting,  are  still  in  growth,  and  bring 
forth  most  fruit  in  old  age,  Psalra  xcii.  14.  Summer  fruits  are 
soon  ripe,  and  soon  rotten ;  but  winter  fruits  last  longer.  Infants 
in  the  womb  that  make  more  haste  than  good  speed,  prove  abor- 
tive ;  whereas  those  that  stay  their  time,  come  to  their  growth  by 
degrees.  And  thus  it  »6  that  we  must  think  to  aspire  unto  perfec- 
tion, but  in  a  gradual  way ;  not  imagine  that  we  can  the  first  day, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  our  first  conversion  attain  unto  it ;  for,  as 
nemo  repente  fit  pessimus,  no  man  is  made  the  worst  at  the  first, 
so  nemo  repente  fit  optimtts,  no  man  is  made  the  best  all  at  once : 
which  made  a  good  old  Christian  cry  out,  Nolo  repente  fieri  sum- 
mits, 6v.,  I  would  not  upon  the  sudden  attain  to  my  highest  pitch, 
but  grow  towards  it  by  little  and  little.  Nonditm  apprehtndi,  I 
have  not  yet  attained,  says  the  blessed  doctor  of  the  Gentiles,  but 
I  press  hard  forward,  &c,  Phil.  iii.  14,  and  so  must  we,  from 
knowledge  to  knowledge,  from  virtue  to  virtue,  from  faith  to  faith, 
from  one  degree  of  grace  to  another,  unto  a  perfect  man,  and  unto 
the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fullness  of  Christ,  Ephes.  iv.  13. 

Jcr.  Whitaker's  Serm.  at  WatminsUr,  1650.       St.  Bernard,  in  Cant. 
Festina  Untet 

1542.  The  Liar's  Reward  and  Punishment. 

^Esop  tells  us  a  tale,  how  a  town  shepherd  ran  to  the  village  where 
he  dwelt  twice  or  thrice,  and  told  the  people  the  wolves  came, 
and  were  devouring  their  sheep  ;  but  when  they  came  out  to 
rescue  their  cattle,  they  saw  there  was  no  such  matter.  At  last, 
the  wolves  came  indeed,  and  the  shepherd  ran  into  the  town  as 
before,  crying  out  that  his  sheep  were  all  at  the  mercy  of  the  cruel 
wolves  ;  but  the  people  being  formerly  deceived  by  this  lying 
shepherd,  would  not  believe  him,  nor  step  one  foot  out  of  doors 
i  save  their  goods,  until  they  were  all  destroyed  by  the  savage 
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leasts  ;  his  accustomed  lies  made  them  so  diffident  to  believe  the 
truth,  that  they  were  all  undone  by  the  bargain.  And  such  is  the 
reward  of  all  liars,  that  they  shall  not  be  believed  when  they  speak 
the  truth  ;  as  Demetrius  Phalerius  being  asked,  what  was  the 
fruit  and  reward  of  lying,  answered,  Quod  ne  vera  quidem  dicettti- 
bus,  dtinceps,  fides  adhibeatur.  That  after  a  man  is  known  to  be  a 
liar,  everything  is  questioned  that  he  speaks  ;  let  him  have  never 
so  much  gold  in  his  chest,  his  words  are  but  brass,  and  pass  for 
nothing ;  yea,  he  is  no  better  than  a  dumb  man  in  effect,  for  it  is 
all  one,  whether  one  cannot  speak,  or  cannot  be  believed  when 
they  do  speak. 

Aristotle,  apud  Diog.  Laert.,  Lib.  v. 


1543.  In  all  our  Doings  to  Think  upon 
Eternity. 

Amongst  many  other  rites  and  ceremonies  of  elder  times  in  the 
consecration  of  bishops,  they  had  this  speech  made  unto  them, 
Habeatis  mternitatem,  in  omnibus  cogitationibus  vtstris,  Have  eternity 
in  all  your  thoughts.  Whether  it  were  so,  penes  sit  Auctorem  ;  but 
certain  it  is,  that  at  the  decollation  of  the  late  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, Jan.  10,  1644,  there  stood  on  either  side  as  he  was  to  pass, 
a  generation  of  people  that  echoed  out  unto  him  the  like  saying, 
Remember  eternity  (a  sweet  breath,  had  it  not  come  from  corrupt 
lungs  -,  a  good  memento,  had  it  proceeded  from  sanctified  hearts  ; 
but  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  that  they  spake  rather  ex-  livore  ma/iiim, 
quant  ex  selo  justitice,  rather  out  of  malice,  than  love  to  his  soul, 
being  not  silent  many  days  after  in  quarrelling  his  salvation). 
However,  there  is  a  right  good  and  godly  use  to  be  made  of  the 
thoughts  of  eternity  ;  so  precious  are  they,  that  if  men  would  but 
tend  one  quarter  of  an  hour  of  every  day  therein — thus  thinking 
with  themselves  :  This  body  of  mine,  though  frail  and  mortal,  yet 
must  live  for  ever,  and  this  soul  of  mine  must  live  eternally  ;  it  is 
too,  too  much  time  that  I  have  spent  in  seeking  after  contentment 
for  the  flesh  ;  but  what  have  I  done  for  my  soul  f  what  for  eter- 
r  itv  I — it  cannot  be  imagined  what  good  such  thoughts  would  do, 
for,  without  all  doubt,  there  is  many  a  blessed  soul  now  in  Heaven 
K using  and  magnifying  God,  that  they  were  so  well  employed; 
and  too  many  in  the  neglect  thereof,  howling  in  hell  for  ever. 

'j'.r  Bongh'i  Moses  CAoiee.         In  Vita  ejus  per  anonym.        Nitron,  in 
Drexelii  Consideral.  de  &ternitate. 
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1544.  Gluttony  Reproved. 

Clemens  Alexandrinus,  in  his  book  called  Pasdagogus,  maketh 
mention  of  the  sea  ass,  and  citing  Aristotle  for  his  author,  saith, 
That  amongst  all  other  living  and  sensible  creatures,  this  only 
hath  his  heart  in  his  belly,  whom  Epicharmus,  an  ancient  poet, 
termeth  tmfja-irc\o-/atnwp,  such  an  one  as  varies  from  the  ordinary 
course  of  nature.  And  such  are  all  they  that  do  indulgere  genw, 
pamper  themselves,  quorum  animi  in  patinis,  who  mind  nothing 
but  their  guts,  and  are  given  over  to  their  carnal  appetite,  that 
they  take  more  pains  to  satisfy  it,  than  to  please  God  ;  0  0eo»  'n 
coiXi'a,  whose  belly  is  their  god,  Phil,  iii.,  and  as  Tertuilian  sets 
them  out,  Their  stomach  is  their  altar,  their  belly  is  their  god, 
their  priest  is  their  cook,  their  holy  ghost  is  the  smell  of  their  meat, 
the  graces  of  the  spirit  are  their  sauces,  their  kitchen  is  their 
church,  &c. :  thus  being  transformed  from  men  to  beasts,  they  are 
led  more  by  their  sense  and  appetite  than  by  reason  and  religion, 
and  have  their  gluttonous  paunch  the  chief  seat  of  their  souls,  not 
their  hearts  where  it  should  be. 


Pa-dag.  Lib.  ii.  cap.  I.       Aristot.  Hist.  Animal.  Lib.  ix.  cap.  17.  Ulyss. 
Aldrevandtu  dt  Piscibus.       Tertuilian,  Lib.  de  Jejunie.      0  pradiga 
Luxuries.  Lutan. 


1545.  Innovations  in  Church  or  State  very 
Dangerous. 

Amongst  the  Locrians  there  was  a  statute  of  that  strictness,  that 
whosoever  desired  to  bring  in  a  new  law,  he  should  come  and  de- 
clare it  publicly  in  the  market  place  before  the  people  with  a  halter 
about  his  neck ;  that  if  his  law  was  not  thought  meet  to  be  en- 
acted for  the  good  of  the  commonwealth,  he  might  presently  be 
hanged  for  his  desire  of  innovation.  And  good  reason  too,  for 
it  is  very  dangerous  to  innovate  anything  either  in  church  or 
commonwealth  j  not  but  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  supreme  autho- 
rity to  change  and  correct  such  laws,  as  shall  seem  fit  to  be  change  ' 
for  the  good  of  the  people ;  yet  according  to  the  strict  rules  o: 
policy  that  is  not  to  be  done  neither,  but  upon  pure  necessity] 
what  apparent  profit  soever  may  be  pretended  to  the  contrary, 


G.  Williams,  0/ the  Chunk. 
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1 546.  To  be  Careful  how  we  Come  under  the 

Evil  of  a  Reviling  Tongue. 

David,  upon  sad  experience,  compareth  a  wicked  reviling  tongue 
to  three  fatal  weapons,  a  razor,  a  sword,  and  an  arrow  ;  to  a  razor, 
PsaL  lii.  2,  such  an  one  as  will  take  off  every  little  hair ;  so  a  re- 
viling tongue  will  not  only  take  advantage  of  every  gross  sin  com- 
mitted by  others,  but  those  peccadilloes,  the  least  infirmities,  which 
others  better  qualified  cannot  so  much  as  discern.  Secondly,  to 
a  sword  that  wounds,  Psal.  IviL  4 ;  so  the  tongues  of  reproaching 
men  cut  deeply  into  the  credit  and  reputation  of  their  brethren  ; 
but  a  sword  doth  mischief  only  near  hand,  not  afar  off ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  in  the  third  place  compared  to  an  arrow,  Psal.  lxiv.  3, 
that  can  hit  at  a  distance  ;  and  so  revilers  do  not  ill  offices  to 
those  only  in  the  parish  or  town  where  they  live,  but  to  others  far 
remote.  How  much  then  doth  it  concern  every  man  to  walk  cir- 
cumspectly !  to  give  no  just  cause  of  reproach,  not  to  make  him- 
self a  scorn  to  the  fools  of  the  world ;  but  if  they  will  reproach, 
(as  certainly  they  will)  let  it  be  for  forwardness  in  God's  ways, 
and  not  for  sin.  that  so  the  reproach  may  fall  upon  their  own 
heads,  and  their  scandalous  language  into  their  own  throats. 

Jer.  Bongos  Mosci  Choice.      Pltna  Victoria  est  acclamation*  tacere,  &v. 
Val.  Episcop.  in  Scrm. 

1547.  Correction  of  Children  and  Servants, 

how  to  be  moderated. 

St.  Jerome  writing  to  Celantia,  a  worthy  matron,  amongst  much 
other  good  counsel  that  he  there  gives  her,  thus  adviseth,  Famil- 
iam  tuam  i/a  rcge  et  cortfove,  Grc,  That  she  should  so  govern  her 
family,  and  cherish  it,  as  that  she  should  rather  seem  their  mother 
than  their  mistress ;  and  draw  from  them  reverence  rather  by 
loving  benignity  than  rigorous  severity  :  and  he  adds  this  reason  : 
for  that  obedience  is  always  more  faithful  and  acceptable,  which 
floweth  from  love,  than  that  which  is  extorted  by  fear.  Thus  in 
the  correction  of  children  and  servants  (if  there  be  no  other  help), 
justice  must  be  observed :  first,  that  there  is  a  fault  committed, 
and  that  the  fault  so  committed  deserveth  punishment,  and  that 
the  punishment  do  not  exceed  the  quality  of  the  fault,  which  will 
otherwise  seem  to  rage  and  revenge  than  to  chastise  for  amendment. 

Eptit.  lie  Institutume  Mairis-Familtas.       Cuncta  pritu  tentanda,  crv.  Ovid. 
Sed  parcius  ukre  lorii.    Id.  Met.  Lib.  ii. 
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1548.  Christians  not  to  Revile  and  Reproacn 

one  another. 

It  is  a  notable  speech  of  one  Nemon,  that  was  a  general  of  the 
Persian  army,  that  when  he  was  fighting  against  Alexander,  one 
of  his  soldiers  run  upon  Alexander's  face  with  much  ill  language, 
and  many  opprobrious  terms ;  the  general  hearing  of  it,  smote 
him  on  the  face,  saying,  I  did  not  hire  thee  to  reproach  Alexander, 
but  to  fight  against  him.  Thus  if  a  heathen  could  not  endure 
to  hear  that  his  enemy  should  be  reproached,  how  much  less  will 
God  bear  it,  to  have  His  children  reproaching  one  another  ?  It 
was  therefore  a  brave  speech  of  Calvin  : — EHamsi  Lutherus  vocei  me 
Diahulum.  &*c,  Although  Luther  call  me  devil,  yet  I  will  honour 
him  as  a  dear  servant  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  so,  though  those  that 
are  our  brethren  do  cast  reproach  upon  us,  we  should  honour  the 
grace  of  God  in  them,  and  not  cast  reproach  upon  them  again. 
It  is  more  than  enough,  that  the  briars  and  thorns  of  the  wilder- 
ness, such  as  are  without,  do  tear  the  flesh,  and  rend  the  good 
names  of  Christians,  let  not  them  do  it  then  one  unto  another, 

Plutarch  in  Vita  Altxandri.       Mdch.  Adamus  in  Vita. 

1549.  A  Child  of  God  bettered  by  Afflictions. 

Stars  shine  brightest  in  the  darkest  night ;  torches  are  better  for 
the  beating ;  grapes  come  not  to  the  proof  till  they  come  to  the 
press  ;  spices  smell  sweetest  when  pounded  ;  young  trees  root  the 
faster  for  shaking ;  vines  are  the  better  for  bleeding ;  gold  looks 
the  brighter  for  scouring ;  glow-worms  glisten  best  in  the  dark ; 
juniper  smells  sweetest  in  the  fire ;  pomander  becomes  most  fra- 
grant for  chafing ;  the  palm-tree  proves  the  better  for  pressing ; 
camomile,  the  more  you  tread  it,  the  more  you  spread  it.  Such  is 
the  condition  of  all  God's  children,  they  are  then  most  triumphant, 
when  most  tempted  ;  most  glorious,  when  most  afflicted  ;  most  in 
the  favour  of  God,  when  least  in  man's  ;  as  their  conflicts,  so  their 
conquests ;  as  their  tribulations,  so  their  triumphs :  true  sala- 
manders, that  live  best  in  the  fumace  of  persecution,  so  that  heavy 
afflictions  are  the  best  benefactors  to  heavenly  affections  ;  and 
where  afflictions  hang  heaviest,  corruptions  hang  loosest;  and 
grace  that  is  hid  in  nature,  as  sweet  water  in  rose  leaves,  is  then 
most  fragrant,  when  the  fire  of  affliction  is  put  undergo  distil  it  out. 

Sam.  Clerk's  Prtface  to  Martyrology.       Dolor  hie  tibi proderit  dim.  Ovid, 
Amor.  iii. 
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1 550,  The  Great  Benefit  of  Repentant  Tears. 

It  is  reported  of  a  river  in  Sicily,  wherein  if  black  sheep  be  but 
batherl,  their  wool  immediately  will  turn  white :  and  it  is  well 
known  that  the  waters  of  Jordan  cleansed  the  leprosy  of  Naaman 
the  Syrian,  1  Kings  v.  So  whosoever  he  be  that  bathes  himself 
in  the  pure  fountain  of  repentant  tears,  shall  be  purged  from  all 
the  filthiness  of  sin  ;  though  it  be  as  red  as  scarlet,  yet  it  shall  be 
made  as  white  as  wool.  And  the  reason  is  given  by  St  Ambrose  : 
Quia  lacryma  tacita  qutzdam  preces  sunt,  non  postulant,  sed  meren- 
tur,  non  causam  dicunt  sed  cotiscquuntur,  Our  tears  are  a  kind  of 
silent  prayers,  which,  though  they  say  nothing,  yet  they  obtain 
pardon,  and  though  they  plead  not  a  man's  cause,  yet  they  pro- 
cure mercy  from  God's  hands  ;  as  we  find  in  St.  Peter,  Non  legitur 
quid  dixerit,  &c,  he  said  nothing  that  we  can  read  of,  but  wept 
bitterly,  and  obtained  mercy. 

Jul.  Sotinns.       St.  A mbrase  in  Luc.  Lib.  Tax.       Lachryma  pondera  voeii 
habent.    Ovid,  de  Ponto,  Lib.  iii. 

1 55 1.  How  to  Bear  the  Reproaches  of  Men. 

Dionysius  having  not  very  well  used  Plato  at  the  court,  when  he 
was  gone,  he  feared  lest  he  should  write  against  him,  and  therefore 
sent  after  him,  to  bid  him  have  a  care  how  he  set  out  anything 
prejudicial  unto  him.  Tell  him,  says  Plato,  I  have  not  so  much 
leisure  as  to  think  upon  him,  So  we  should  let  those  that  reproach 
us  know  so  much  from  us,  that  we  have  not  leisure  to  think  of 
them  ;  and  though  we  should  not  be  insensible,  yet  not  to  take 
too  much  notice  of  every  reproach  that  is  cast  upon  us;  but  as 
when  the  viper  came  upon  St  Paul's  hand,  he  shook  it  off,  so  when 
reproaches  come  upon  our  good  name  or  credit,  shake  them  off ; 
for  it  is  a  dishonour  to  think  upon  them,  as  if  we  had  nothing  else 
to  do. 

Aforsil.  Ficinits  in  Vita  Platonis.       Nihil  ulilius  quam  tacert  provocatis. 
Voter.  Episcop.  in  Stmt. 

1 552.  The  True  Love  of  God  will  cause  a  Man 
to  Love  His  Ordinances. 

If  the  wounded  Jew  in  the  parable,  Luke  x.  35,  should  have  cast 
away  the  two  pence  which  the  Samaritan  left  to  provide  for  him, 
it  had  been  an  argument  that  he  neither  regarded  him  nor  his 
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kindness.  And  it  was  a  sign  that  Esau  loved  not  God,  because 
he  esteemed  not  his  birthright  Thus  the  true  love  of  God  is  far 
from  us,  if  we  set  not  a  high  esteem  upon  His  ordinances,  those 
pledges  of  His  favour  which  He  hath  left  with  us;  to  wit,  the  Word 
and  Sacraments  ;  the  Word,  wherein  we  hear  Him  speak  lovingly ; 
and  the  Sacraments,  wherein  we  see.  Him  speak  comfortably  to  us. 

The.  de  Trugiih  Thesaurus  Ccncionat.        Rex  non  diligihir  si  edit  lex  ejus 
habrtur.  /safer. 

1 553.  The  Canity  of  Gay  Apparel. 

It  is  a  pretty  observation  of  a  Jewish  Rabbi,  that  it  was  good 
policy  for  husbands  to  attire  themselves  below  their  ability,  forso 
they  might  the  sooner  thrive  ;  and  to  clothe  their  children  accord- 
ing to  their  ability,  so  they  might  the  better  match  them  ;  but  to 
maintain  their  wives  beyond  their  ability,  for  so  perhaps  they 
might  live  in  more  peace  than  they  should  otherwise  do.  But  now 
it  is  so,  that  husbands  and  wives,  parents  and  children,  masters 
and  servants,  are  very  vain  in  the  matter  of  apparel,  all  of  them 
antic  and  fantastic  in  garb  and  fashion  ;  of  many  whereof  it  may 
be  truly  said,  that  when  they  have  their  best  clothes  on,  they  are 
in  the  very  midst  of  their  wealth  ;  whereas  a  modest  discreet  man 
goes  in  a  plain  suit,  but  hath  rich  linings. 

JoA-  Plantsrvit.  FlorUcg.  Rabbinicum.       AM/ia  indumenta  animi  mullititm  in- 

dieauL    Bent,  in  Apolfoit. 

1 554.  Reproaches  to  be  Borne  Cheerfully,  be- 
cause God  is  concerned  therein. 

As  a  man  going  to  sea,  if  he  know  that  the  mariner  hath  skill,  that 
he  loves  him,  and  hath  promised  that  he  will  have  a  care  of  him, 
and  that  many  others  have  had  experience  of  his  former  industry, 
this  is  much  ;  but  when  he  considers  that  his  life  is  the  mariner's 
life,  that  being  both  in  one  bottom,  if  the  one  perish,  the  other 
cannot  be  safe,  this  now  is  full  assurance,  that,  as  far  as  the 
mariner  can  do  it,  it  shall  be  well  with  him.  Thus,  in  the  matter 
of  reproaches,  and  the  cheerful  bearing  of  them,  were  it  that  we 
only  did  know  that  God  had  a  love  to  us,  and  were  merciful  to  us, 
that  were  enough  to  assure  us  ;  but  when  we  shall  find  that  as 
God  hath  loved  us,  so  He  hath  engaged  Himself  that  He  will 
stand  by  His  people  in  the  time  of  their  suffering  ;  add  hereunto 
our  own  experience  of  God's  gracious  dealing  with  us  in  the  day 
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f  our  trouble,  this  is  somewhat  more.  But  lastly,  to  rise  some- 
what higher,  when  we  shall  consider  that  it  is  God's  own  case,  so 
that  our  reproaches  and  sufferings  are  His  reproaches  and  sufferings, 
(as  Luther,  writing  to  Melancthon,  at  that  time  much  distracted 
with  fears  concerning  the  church's  good.  Si  nos  ruimus,  ruit  et 
Christus,  If  we  fall,  Christ  falls  with  us,)  this  may  fully  assure  us  in 
the  cheerful  bearing  of  them,  because  He  is  chiefly  concerned  in 
them. 

jfer.  Botagi's  Motes'  Ckoict.       Contumdia  sunt  Ckristi  insignia,  &v.  Tltry- 

vents. 

1555.  The  True  Love  of  God  will  cause 
Familiarity  with  God. 

Where  there  is  love,  free  from  jealousy,  betwixt  man  and  wife, 
they  are,  as  it  were,  incorporated  ;  they  think  themselves  never 
better  than  when  they  are  in  one  another's  company,  talking  and 
discoursing  together,  laying  open  each  other's  griefs,  and  making 
one  another  partaker  of  each  other's  comforts.  So  we  must  have 
such  interest  in  God,  if  we  love  Him,  we  must  in  a  humble  dis- 
tanced manner  be  familiar  with  Him.  Let  never  a  day  pass  over 
our  heads,  wherein  we  have  not  fetched  a  walk  or  two  in  the 
gallery  of  our  hearts  with  Him,  and  there  laid  open  ourselves 
before  Him,  both  concerning  our  miseries  and  out  sins,  sayiDg 
after  this  or  like  manner,  Thou  seest,  O  Lord,  what  sorrows  I 
endure  within  and  without,  I  beseech  Thee  give  me  grace,  so  to 
cany  myself  as  that  Thou  mayest  have  the  glory  of  Thy  own  work  ; 
and  Thou  knowest,  O  my  God,  that  I  have  this  infirmity,  or  that 
weakness ;  and  that,  were  it  not  for  Thee,  I  should  fall  into  fear- 
ful breaches  of  Thy  law ;  but,  Lord,  help  me  against  this  sin,  as 
against  pride,  deceit,  vain-glory,  and  the  like,  that  I  may  in  a  more 
settled  and  constant  course  honour  Thee,  my  God,  to  whom  I  am 
so  infinitely  bound,  &c 

Root  of  Thankfulness,  a  Sermon  at  6t.  Paul's,  1627. 

1556.  No  Man  too  Good  to  Learn. 

St.  Augustine,  writing  to  Auxilius,  his  fellow  bishop,  about  the 
matter  of  excommunication,  in  all  humility  saith,  Senex  a  fuvene 
(V-episccpo,  et  episcopus  lot  annorum  a  collega  nudum  anniculo, 
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paratus  sum  doceri,  Ep,  Ivii.,  Though  I  be  an  old  man,  and  a 
bishop  of  so  many  years'  standing,  yet  I  am  ready  to  be  taught  of 
a  young  man,  my  companion,  scarce  of  one  year's  growth.  Thus 
dimly  (in  their  own  conceits)  have  those  great  lights-  from  time  to 
time  shined  out  in  the  firmament  of  the  church,  having  been  ever 
glad  of  any  auxiliary  to  add  unto  their  lustre.  Then  if  the  greatest 
clerks  have  need  to  be  instructed,  what  shall  we  think  of  the 
meanest  1  How  much  knowledge  do  they  want,  that  know  almost 
nothing,  when  they  that  think  they  know  so  much,  do  notwith- 
standing want  so  much,  as  that  they  may  be  taught  something  by 
the  meanest  1  No  age  superannuated,  no  condition  of  man  so 
exalted,  but  may  in  one  thing  or  other  in  ordine  ad  Deum,  learn  of 
the  youngest  and  the  meanest,  either  by  bringing  to  their  mind 
what  hath  been  forgotten,  confirming  in  what  they  have  already 
leamt,  or  instructing  m  what  (for  all  their  parts)  they  never  as  yet 
heard  of, 

Omnh  eetatis homina  sckola  admit/it.    Sen.  Ep.  761        Joh.  Boys'  Postills. 

1557.  Consideration  of  the  Name  of  Christ 
to  be  a  Motive  from  Sin. 

Suppose  one  were  set  upon  going  to  do  mischief,  and  his  father 
and  mother  should  throw  themselves  down  in  the  path,  that  if  he 
goes  on,  he  must  tread  upon  them,  and  they  should  say  thus,  You 
shall  tread  upon  the  bowels  out  of  which  you  came,  upon  the  loins 
that  begat  you  ;  this  would  certainly  be  a  great  stop.  And  thus 
•when  we  find  our  hearts  begin  to  stir,  and  corruption  boil,  the 
name  of  Christ  calls,  Stay,  and  says,  If  you  go  to  sin,  you  shall 
tread  upon  me,  trample  upon  me  and  my  blood,  and  bring 
reproach  upon  me ;  this  must  needs  be  a  great  stop  in  the  ways  to 
sin.  In  all  the  Word  of  God,  there  is  scarce  a  stronger  argument 
to  keep  man  from  sinning,  than  the  consideration  of  Christ's  name 
lying  prostrate  before  us,  that  the  name  of  Christ  shall  suffer  by  it; 
for  the  people  of  God  to  suffer  by  our  sins  is  an  evil  thing  ;  for  a 
man  to  have  his  kindred  ashamed  of  him,  is  a  sad  thing  ;  but  for 
a  man  to  be  a  reproach  to  Jesus  Christ,  to  be  a  grievance  to  the 
blessed  Spirit  of  God,  this,  if  he  have  any  ingenuity,  any  spark  of 
grace  left  in  him,  any  love  of  Christ  remaining  in  him,  will  take 
him  quite  off  from  the  ways  of  sin  and  wickedness. 


Jer.  Bongh'j  Metes'  Choice. 
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1558.  How  to  be  Truly  Thankful  unto  God. 

Per  brachium  fit  judicium  de  corde,  is  the  physician's  aphorism  ; 
and  therefore  when  they  pass  their  judgment  of  men's  hearts,  they 
do  it  by  the  pulse  beating  in  their  arms,  and  not  by  the  words  that 
proceed  from  their  mouths :  so  wise  men  will  look  more  to  doing 
than  to  saying,  (though  both  are  good,  and  both  must  be  done,) 
remembering  that  Jesus  did  and  said,  Acts  i.  1.  And  then  it  is 
that  men  are  truly  thankful  unto  God,  when  they  act  what  they 
say,  as  Noah  is  no  sooner  out  of  the  ark,  but  he  builds  an  altar 
for  the  Lord,  before  he  provides  a  house  for  himself ;  he  talks  not 
of  it,  but  does  it.  For  to  thank  God  with  our  tongues,  and  not  to 
live  answerably  thereunto,  is  no  better  than  to  say,  All  hail,  King 
of  the  Jews,  and  to  spit  upon  Him ;  Hosanna,  with  one  breath,  and 
Crucify  Him,  with  another;  to  have  Jacob's  smooth  tongue,  and 
Esau's  rough  hands  ;  a  great  deal  of  formal  hypocrisy  hung  out  at 
the  sign  of  the  Hps,  and  no  reality  at  all  in  the  heart  and  hand 
where  it  should  be. 

Uippd-ratis  Aphorism.       Root  of  Thankfulness,  a  Sermon  at  St.  Pau/'s,  1627. 

IS59-  A  Man  to  be  Clear  of  that  Fault  he 
Reproves  in  Another. 

It  was  Plutarch's  shame,  when  his  servant  could  thus  upbraid 
him  :  Non  est  ita  itt  Plutarchus  dicit,  It  is  not  as  my  master  saith, 
his  opinion  is,  that  it  is  a  shame  for  a  philosopher  to  be  angry,  and 
he  hath  often  reasoned  of  the  mischiefs  that  come  thereby,  and 
hath  written  a  book  of  not  being  angry,  et  ipse  viihi  irascitur,  yet 
he  is  angry  with  me.  A  great  fault  it  was  in  Plutarch  then,  and  it 
is  no  less  in  those  that  are  guilty  of  the  same  sin  they  reprove  in 
others  now,  and  little  good  will  come  thereby  ;  for  the  eye  which 
is  filled  with  dust,  can  never  see  clearly  the  spot  that  is  in  another's 
face  ;  nor  that  hand  which  is  besmeared  with  mire,  wash  any  other 
member  clean  ;  nor  that  man  which  is  corrupted  with  sin,  do  any 
good  when  he  reproveth  his  own  sin  in  another :  as  when  one 
thief  reproves  another,  one  drunkard  condemns  another,  they  may 
shame  one  another,  but  seldom  mend  one  another.  Mundus  &  vitiis 
esse  debet,  qui  aliena  corrigere  curat,  He  must  needs  be  clean  him- 
self, that  goes  about  to  cleanse  another. 

C.  Williams,  of  the  Church.       De  Cohibentla  Iraeundia.        Turpe  est 
<ivt ton,  Sr.       Cregerii  Ilomil, 


176 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &C. 


1560.  Reproaches  and  Sufferings  for 
Name  of  Christ  Marks  of  Salvation. 

There  is  mention  made  of  one  ^Eschylus,  who  being  condemned 
to  be  stoned  to  death,  and  all  the  people  being  ready  to  do  execu- 
tion upon  him,  his  brother  ran  in  unto  him  and  showed  them  that 
he  had  but  one  hand,  and  that  he  lost  the  other  in  defence  of  his 
country  ;  whereupon  there  was  none  that  would  throw  a  stone  at 
him.  And  thus  it  is  that  reproaches  and  sufferings  in  the  cause 
of  Christ  are  notable  marks  to  safe  guard  us  in  the  time  of  trouble ; 
it  was  Jeremiah's  plea,  O  Lord,  thou  knowest,  remember  me  and 
visit  me,  know  that  for  Thy  sake  I  have  suffered  rebuke,  Jer.  xv.  15. 
This  is  the  evidence  that  a  gracious  heart  hath  to  itself,  that  God 
will  spare  him  when  others  shall  suffer  from  His  wrath.  For  the 
more  any  man  is  called  to  suffer  in  the  cause  of  God,  and  when 
he  finds  his  heart  ready  and  willing  to  yield  to  God  in  suffering, 
the  more  evidence  he  may  have  to  his  soul,  that  when  others  be 
called  to  suffer  from  wrath,  he  shall  be  spared ;  this  being  the 
bottom  of  the  psalmist's  prayer,  Remember,  Lord,  the  reproaches 
of  Thy  servants,  how  I  do  bear  in  my  bosom  the  reproach  of  Thy 
mighty  people,  Psal.  lxix.  9.  1 

yii:  Borogh's  Afosa1  Choice. 

1 56 1.  Mercies  of  God  to  be  particularly  Re- 

corded to  Posterity. 

The  Jews  (as  the  Rabbins  do  observe)  the  night  before  the  pass- 
over,  are  wont  to  confer  with  their  children  on  this  wise  ;  the  child 
said,  Why  is  it  called  the  passover  ?  The  father  answered,  Because 
the  angel  passed  over  and  destroyed  us  not  The  child  said,  Why 
do  we  eat  unleavened  bread  J  The  father  answered,  Because  we 
were  forced  to  make  haste  out  of  Egypt  The  child  said  again, 
Why  eat  we  sour  herbs  ?  The  father  said,  To  put  us  in  mind  of  the 
afflictions  in  Egypt,  &c  Thus  ought  we  to  deal  in  all  the  great 
and  marvellous  kindnesses  of  God,  to  speak  publicly  of  them  for  the 
generations  to  come ;  with  David  to  tell  what  God  hath  done  for 
our  souls,  Psal.  lxvi.  16  ;  to  declare  His  glory  among  all  nations 
and  His  wonders  among  all  people,  Psal  xcvL  3  ;  the  prince  must 
speak  of  them  to  his  subjects,  the  minister  to  his  people,  the  m 
ter  to  his  servants,  and  the  father  to  his  children. 


J  oh  Menochius  dc  Refub.  Neb. 
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1 562.  Parents  not  to  be  Forsaken  though 
they  be  Infidels  and  Wicked. 

When  St  John  had  baptised  Chiysippa,  the  governor's  wife  of 
Patmos,  she  presently  thereupon  would  forsake  her  unbelieving 
husband.  By  no  means;  that  must  not  be.  St.  John  told  her  that 
he  had  a  commission  to  join  her  to  Christ,  but  no  warrant  to  keep 
her  from  her  husband  ;  and  therefore  he  suffered  her  not  to  depart, 
hut  commanded  her  to  return  unto  her  house  again.  It  is  also 
written  of  St.  Martin,  that  he  lived  with  his  parents  that  were 
Gentiles,  and  performed  all  good  offices  to  them  as  became  a  good 
Christian  child,  because  the  church  of  God,  when  she  receiveth 
any  one  to  Christ,  doth  by  no  means  acquit  the  obligation  of  that 
lM  which  bindeth  a  son  unto  his  father.  Thus  we  are  not  with 
the  prodigal  to  run  out  of  our  father's  house,  not  to  contemn  them 
that  begat  us,  but  to  condemn  their  impiety  if  they  seek  to  mis- 
lead us  ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  believed  that  God,  who  commanded  us 
to  honour  father  or  mother,  would  ever  bid  us  to  forsake  them. 
And  therefore  if  any  man  hath  an  infidel  to  his  father,  let  hiin  not 
be  persuaded  by  hint  to  do  any  disservice  unto  God,  but  continue 
his  obedience  to  him,  and  in  so  doing  he  shall  receive  the  reward 
of  his  duty,  and  the  father  shall  find  the  punishment  of  his  iniquity. 

Prtxhorus  in  Vila  S.  Jok.  cap.  21.        Stt/p.  Sen.  Hist.         G.  Williams,  of 
the  Church. 

1563.  The  Martyrs  Welcome  to  Heaven. 

When  a  father  sends  his  son  abroad  about  some  earnest  business, 
and  he  meet  with  much  difficulty  in  the  way,  and  come  home  in 
rainy,  tempestuous  weather,  how  gladly  doth  he  entertain  him  I 
the  whole  family  are  ready  to  tend  upon  him  ;  one  makes  a  fire, 
another  gets  him  dry  clothes,  a  third  is  busy  in  preparing  some- 
what to  comfort  his  wearied  spirits  :  and  thus  the  people  of  God, 
when  they  meet  with  hardship  in  the  pilgrimage  of  this  world,  and 
suffer  even  unto  death  for  righteousness'  sake,  whether  they  be 
martvrs  in  will,  and  in  deed,  as  St.  Stephen ;  in  will  and  not  in 
ileed,  as  St.  John  ;  in  deed,  but  not  in  will,  as  the  innocents, 
tfhea  they  come  and  meet  with  Christ,  for  whom  and  in  whose 
eanse  they  have  suffered,  how  shall  they  be  received  !  With  what 
welcome  shall  they  be  entertained  !  What  riches  of  glory  shall 
Utty  enjoy  in  the  highest  heavens  for  evermore  !    They  shall 
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have  crowns  upon  their  heads,  palms  in  their  hands,  long  whi 
robes  upon  their  backs,  and  shall  sit  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  when 
all  their  persecutors  shall  stand  like  so  many  base  unworthy  ere 
tures  before  them. 


Lud.  Craiiatens.  Meditat. 


Ro. 


WiUan,  Elijah's  Wish,  a  Funeral  Sam., 
1629. 


1564.  The  Formal  Christian  discovered. 


Look  but  upon  a  pageant  on  some  triumphant  day,  what  a  goodly 
show  it  makes  without,  how  it  is  carried  on  men's  shoulders  ;  oh, 
but  look  then  again  within  it,  and  you  shall  find  little  substance, 
only  a  few  gilded  laths  and  pasteboards,  things  of  small  concern- 
ment. Then  again,  a  may-pole  stands  on  high,  decked  with  ribbons 
and  garlands  on  the  top,  gazed  upon  by  all  men  ;  Oh,  but  it  hath 
no  rooting,  no  sap  to  preserve  it.  Such  are  all  formal  Christians, 
top  and  top-gallant,  they  have  fair  gilded  outsides,  some  certain 
general  notions  swimming  in  their  heads,  but  as  the  apostle's 
phrase  is,  Col.  ii.  7,  they  are  not  rooted,  not  principled,  their  heads 
are  uncatechised,  and  their  hearts  unsanctified,  they  make  a  goodly 
show,  have  abundance  of  form,  but  no  power  of  godliness  in  them. 

Jer.  Leech's  Serm.  at  St.  Mary-le-Bmv,  1627. 


1565.  The  Printing  of  Learned  Men  s  Works 
Instrumental  to  God's  Glory. 


It  is  the  opinion  of  some  learned  men,  that  the  saints  who  a: 
now  triumphing  in  heaven,  have  an  augmentation  of  glory  be- 
stowed on  them,  according  to  the  good  they  do  after  their  death, 
as  by  sermons  preached,  or  books  printed,  while  they  were  living ; 
instance  is  given  in  the  apostle  St.  Paul,  whose  glory  in  heaven, 
say  they,  is  increased,  according  as  men  are  converted  by  reading 
of  his  epistles.  Which  doctrine,  if  it  be  true,  will  be  a  mighty  en- 
couragement to  persuade  the  friends  of  deceased  ministers,  and 
other  learned  men,  to  publish  the  sermons  and  works  they  leave 
behind  them.  Howsoever,  whether  this  be  true  or  not,  sure  it  is 
that  by  the  publishing  thereof,  especially  when  perfected  after  their 
death,  much  glory  is  brought  unto  God,  and  much  benefit  to  th 
souls  of  the  living. 

Ed.  Calamy,  Efist.  Deilic.  before  Dr.  Taylor's  Posthumous  Works. 
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1566.  Reproaches  and  Sufferings  made 
Honourable  by  God. 

It  is  said  of  Joan,  Countess  of  Shrewsbury,  that  in  the  midst  of  a 
dance  at  court,  she  let  her  garter  fall  as  unawares ;  and  blushing  at 
the  accident,  the  king  (Edward  III.)  took  it  up  in  his  hand,  whereat 
the  nobility  smiled.  Well,  says  he,  I  will  make  this  an  honourable 
Ornament  ere  long  ;  and  upon  that  came  the  order  of  the  knights 
of  the  garter  ;  the  garter  being  an  ornament  of  the  highest  nobility, 
such  as  kings  wear  about  their  necks,  as  an  ensign  of  their  princely 
order.  Thus,  if  man  can  put  honour  upon  such  mean  things,  then 
God  much  more ;  it  is  He  that  ennobleth  reproaches,  and  sanctifieth 
afflictions  to  His  children,  and  maketh  the  sufferings  of  His  ser- 
vants, as  so  many  ensigns  of  heavenly  nobility,  so  that  if  men  had 
but  the  true  skill  of  Christianity,  they  would  be  ambitious  of  the 
crown  of  martyrdom,  look  upon  it  as  a  blessed  thing,  when  men 
speak  all  manner  of  evil  of  them,  Matth.  v.  11  ',  and  with  Moses, 
rather  choose  to  suffer  with  the  people  of  God  than  enjoy  the 
pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season,  Heb.  xL  25. 

Cuil.  Camdeni  Britannia  in  Com.  Berk. 


1567.  God  showing  Mercy  only  for  Christ 
Jesus'  sake. 

David  after  his  victory  over  the  Philistines,  calls  Ziba  before  him, 
and  asks  him,  Whether  there  were  not  yet  any  man  left  of  the 
house  of  Saul,  that  he  might  do  him  kindness  for  Jonathan's  sake ; 
whereupon  they  presented  unto  him  Mephibosheth,  a  poor  lame 
impotent  man,  who  no  sooner  sees  the  king,  but  he  falls  on  his 
face,  and  looks  upon  himself  as  a  dead  dog,  far  below  the  king's 
favour  :  No  matter,  says  the  king,  fear  not,  for  I  will  show  thee 
kindness  for  Jonathan's  sake,  &c,  2  Sam.  ix.  7.  And  thus  if  there 
be  any  forlorn  Joseph  that  is  fallen  into  the  pit  of  despair,  let  him 
but  cast  up  his  eyes  to  the  hills  from  whence  cometh  his  salvation, 
and  God  will  show  him  mercy  for  Christ  Jesus'  sake.  If  there  be 
any  lame  impotent  Mephibosheth,  any  wounded  spirit,  any  of  the 
household  of  faith  that  is  distressed,  God  will  inquire  after  them, 
and  do  them  good  for  Christ  Jesus'  sake. 

Jer.  Letch's  Strut,  at  St.  Mary-le-Bav),  1631. 
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God's  Goodness  to  us  to  be  a  Motive 
Abstain  from  Vain  Swearing. 

Polycarp,  that  religious  martyr  and  Bishop  of  Smyrna,  in  the  time 
of  the  fourth  persecution  under  Marcus  Antonius  Verres,  when  he 
was  commanded  to  swear  but  one  oath,  made  this  answer,  Four- 
score and  six  years  have  I  endeavoured  to  do  God  service,  and 
all  this  while  He  never  hurt  me,  how  shall  I  speak  evil  of  so  good 
a  Lord  and  Master,  who  hath  thus  long  preserved  me  ?  And 
added  further,  being  thereunto  urged  by  the  proconsul,  I  am  a 
Christian,  and  cannot  do  it ;  let  heathens  and  infidels  swear  if 
they  will,  I  cannot  do  it,  were  it  to  the  saving  of  my  life.  Thus  it 
is  that  if  nothing  else  will  keep  a  man  from  idle  swearing,  and 
taking  of  the  blessed  name  of  God  in  vain,  the  very  consideration 
of  benefits  received  from  Him  should  be  motive  and  dissuasive 
sufficient  not  to  lade  Him  with  oaths,  that  hath  so  laden  us  with 
favours,  and  that  whilst  He  is  every  moment  doing  good  for  our 
souls  and  bodies,  we  should  dare  to  return  Him  evil  for  the  good 
He  doth  unto  us. 

Euscbii  Hist.,  Lib.  ii.  cap.  K.       Tt  pater  ALncas  it  avunculus  excitat  Hechr. 

Virgil. 

1569.  The  Sword  of  War  impartial. 

When  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia  was  armed  by  the  King  of 
Spain,  his  master,  against  the  protestant  party,  he  spoiled  all  be- 
fore him,  and  flew  as  well  upon  those  of  his  own  religion  as  others. 
One  asked  him,  why  he  had  no  more  care  to  spare  those  of  h' 
own  religion  :  his  answer  was,  My  sword  knows  no  difference  bi 
twixt  Catholics  and  Lutherans.  Thus  it  is,  that  whensoever  God 
shall  be  pleased,  for  the  sins  of  a  people  or  nation,  to  give  the 
sword  a  commission  to  eat  flesh  and  drink  blood,  it  will  make 
little  or  no  difference  at  all  betwixt  the  precious  and  the  vile,  the 
godly  and  profane,  the  bullet  will  not  distinguish  betwixt  the  com- 
manders and  the  commanded.  No  argument  was  found  so  forcible 
as  to  persuade  the  enraged  Babylonians  to  spare  the  poor  captive 
Jews,  2  Chron.  xxxvi,  17.  And  at  another  time  it  was  neither  the 
religion  of  God  himself,  the  memory  of  ancient  prophets,  nor  the 
glory  of  their  temple,  nor  the  beauty  of  their  well-compacted  city, 
nor  the  multitudes  of  people,  nor  any  respect  in  the  world,  could 
move  the  incensed  Romans  to  have  the  least  pity  on  them. 
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there  is  no  such  need  to  step  over  our  own  threshold  to  prove  the 
troth  of  this  assertion,  it  is  yet  in  fresh  and  bleeding  memory,  that 
the  sword  of  war  is  impartial,  sparing  none  that  come  before  it, 
and  pitying  none  that  come  nigh  it. 

Hapan.  Rerum  Scriptures.  Tutius  est  igiiur  fictis  contendere  verbis,  Quam 
fngHarc  manu  Ovid,  Metam.  Josephus  de  Beltojud.  Hegisippusde 
Excidio  Hicmsolym. 

1570.  Afflictions  fit  us  for  Heaven. 

It  was  a  notable  expression  of  Mr.  Hawks,  writing  a  consola- 
tory epistle  to  Mr.  Philpot,  then  a  prisoner  in  the  bishop's  coal- 
house  ;  this  bishop's  coal-house,  says  he,  is  but  to  scour  you, 
and  make  you  bright,  and  fit  you  to  be  set  up  upon  the  high 
shelf,  meaning  Heaven ;  as  when  good  housewives  would  set  up 
vessels  of  brass  or  iron,  they  first  take  cinders  or  ashes  and  scour 
them,  whereby  they  are  fitted  to  be  set  up.  So  all  afflictions  and 
troubles  of  this  life  are  but  means  that  God  useth  to  furbish  His 
people  withal,  to  make  them  bright  and  clean,  that  so  they  may 
be  set  on  high,  they  must  not  come  on  the  high  shelf  till  all  the 
rust  be  taken  off ;  not  enter  into  Heaven  till  they  have  been  in 
the  furnace  of  affliction,  and  are  washed  and  cleansed,  and  purified 
from  the  filth  and  dross  of  sinful  pollutions. 

Arts  and  Monuments.        Post  afflictiones  vita  tranquillior,  post  teitebras  venit 
lux.    Greg.  Pi'asiansen.  in  Oiat.  ad  Cyprian. 

1 57 1 .  The  Great  Weight  of  Government. 

It  is  a  moral  that  is  given  of  Aaron's  apparel,  that  he  carried  the 
twelve  tribes  in  his  breast-plate  next  his  heart,  to  show  that  in 
care  he  was  to  bear  them  ;  but  he  had  them  also  engraven  in  two 
or.  vx  stones,  and  those  set  upon  his  shoulders,  to  show  that  another 
while  he  was  to  bear  them  in  patience  also,  Exod.  xxviii.  And  it 
was  so  with  Moses  too,  at  one  time  he  bears  the  people  as  a  nurse 
<)oth  her  child,  that  is,  full  tenderly ;  but  when  they  fall  a  mur- 
muring (as  they  did  often),  he  bare  them  upon  his  shoulders  in 
great  patience  and  long-suffering  ;  yea,  he  complained :  Nan  possum 
pari  a  re,  I  am  not  able  to  bear  all  this  people,  Num.  xi.  14.  Thus  it  is 
that  governments  may  well  be  said  to  have  their  weights,  be  heavy, 
when  shoulders  and  all  must  be  put  to  them,  when  they  need  not 
only  a  good  head,  but  good  shoulders  that  sustain  them  ;  yet  that 
not  so  much  while  they  be  in  good  tune  and  temper,  then  they 
need  no  great  carriage  ;  but  when  they  grow  unwieldy,  (be  it  weak- 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &c. 


ness  or  waywardness  of  the  governed,)  in  that  case  they  need  : 
in  that  case  there  is  no  governor,  but  that,  at  one  time  or  other, 
he  hath  load  enough  upon  his  shoulders,  and  finds  the  weight  of 
government,  onus  humeri*  angelortmi  non  /eve,  (insupportable. 

Lane.  Andrei's,  Wittton,  Strm.  at  Court,  1617.       Ottos,  onus.  Chrysostotn, 
ad  Populum  Antiock. 


1572.  New  Inventions  of  Sin  condemned. 


Sardanapalus,  that  wretched  epicure,  made  a  proclamatii 
through  the  coasts  of  Assyria,  that  he  should  be  well  rewarded, 
who  could  devise  some  new  way  of  delight,  never  thought  on  be- 
fore ;  and  as  he  was  industrious  to  find  out  new  ways  of  pleasure, 
so  was  PeriUus  as  careful  to  invent  a  new  way  of  punishment,  by 
the  making  of  a  brazen  bull  at  the  command  of  a  tyrant,  by  whose 
means  he  was  the  first  that  bellowed  out  his  life  in  the  same. 
Thus  it  is  with  us,  We  are  all  for  invention,  and  new  devices 
sin,  altogether  unknown  to  the  ages  of  our  forefathers  ;  new  lor. 
new  laws,  new  lights,  new  doctrines,  new  fashions,  new  faces;  n, 
almost  new  kinds  of  men  and  women,  hie  mulier,  hoc  vir,  scarce 
discernible  by  their  habits  whether  men  or  women,  or  neither, 
or  some  kind  of  a  monster  betwixt  both  :  new  devices  for  gain, 
new  ways  of  cheating,  new  ways  of  breaking ;  so  that  without  all 
doubt,  God  is  devising  some  new  manner  of  judgment,  as  was 
said  of  Korah  and  his  complices,  Num.  xvi.  29. 

Plutarchi  Symposiac.       Cal.  Phodogin,  Lect.      Cunctarum  novitas gratissin 
rerum.    Ovid,  Pont.  iii.  4. 
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1573.  To  Bless  God for  all. 


There  is  a  kind  of  dialogue  betwixt  one  Doctor  Thaulerus,  anc 
poor  man  that  lay  begging  by  the  highway  side  ;  Good  morrow 
poor  man,  says  the  doctor.  I  never  had  any  bad  morrow,  said 
the  beggar.  No  ?  says  the  doctor ;  thou  art  a  miserable  poor 
man,  thou  art  as  good  as  naked,  without  any  clothes  on  thy  back, 
no  friends,  nor  any  one  to  relieve  thee,  how  can  it  then  be  true, 
that  thou  sayest  thou  never  hadst  any  bad  morrow  1  I'll  tell  you, 
says  the  beggar :  whether  I  am  sick  or  in  health,  whether  it  be 
warm  or  cold  weather,  whether  I  be  clothed  or  naked,  rich  or  poor, 
I  bless  God  for  all.  0,  but  friend,  said  the  doctor,  what  if  Christ 
should  cast  thee  into  hell  %  If  he  should,  says  he,  I  would  be  con- 
tented, but  I  have  two  arms,  the  one  of  faith,  the  other  of  love, 
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wherewith  I  would  lay  such  fast  hold  on  Him,  that  I  would  have 
Him  along  with  me,  and  then  I  am  sure  that  hell  would  be  heaven 
if  He  were  there.  And  thus  it  is  that  we  should  bless  God  at  all 
times,  in  all  places,  upon  all  occasions,  and  in  all  conditions,  as 
well  for  years  of  dearth,  as  years  of  plenty,  times  of  war,  as  well  as 
times  of  peace,  for  adversity,  as  well  as  prosperity  ;  in  sickness  and 
in  health,  in  weal  and  in  woe,  in  liberty  and  restraint,  whether 
it  be  that  the  Lord  giveth,  or  whether  He  taketh  away,  still  to  bless 
the  name  of  the  Lord. 

Franc,  de  Sails.  Introduction  <1  la  Vie  Dcvot.        Semper  Deo  gratlas  agerc 
studeamus,  &c.    Augustin.  de  Verba  Dam. 


1574.  Godliness  a  Great  Mystery,  and  why  so. 

The  world  hath  her  mysteries  in  all  arts  and  trades  (yea,  mechani- 
cal appertaining  to  this  life)  which  are  imparted  to  none  butjlfiis 
sdeiUue.  apprentices  to  them  :  these  have  their  mysteries ;  have 
them,  nay,  are  nothing  but  mysteries.  So  they  delight  to  style 
themselves  by  such  and  such  a  mystery,  such  and  such  a  craft, 
&c.  Now,  if  godliness  be  great  gain,  1  Tim.  vi  6,  7,  and  profit- 
able unto  all  things,  a  trade  of  good  return,  and  in  request  with 
all  good  men,  then  to  be  allowed  her  mysteries — at  least  such  as 
all  other  trades  have  ;— and  the  rather  for  that,  that  there  is  myste- 
rium  iniquitatis,  a  mystery  of  iniquity,  a  Thess.  ii.  7,  so  that  it 
would  be  somewhat  hard  if  there  were  not  mysterium  pictatis,  a 
mystery  of  godliness  to  encounter  it ;  that  Babylon  should  be 
allowed  the  name  of  a  mystery,  Apoc.  xvii.  Si  and  Sion  not ; 
that  there  should  be  profunda  Satana,  deep  things  of  Satan's, 
Apoc.  ii.  24,  and  there  should  not  be  deep  and  profound  things  of 
God  and  godliness  for  the  Spirit  to  search  out  and  dive  into. 

L.  Andrews,  Winton,  Serm,  at  Court,  1 6 14. 


1575.  How  a  Man  should  Demean  himself, 
being  Fallen  into  Bad  Company. 

It  is  said  of  Antigonus,  that  being  invited  to  a  great  feast,  where 
a  notable  harlot  was  to  be  present,  he  asked  counsel  of  Menede- 
mus,  a  discreet  man,  what  he  should  do,  and  how  he  should  be- 
have himself  in  such  company  ;  who  bade  him  only  to  remember 
this,  that  he  was  <iff\0ov  toO  /9a<n\e'<ns,  the  son  of  a  king.  So  good 
men  may  be  invited  where  none  of  the  best  may  meet ;  many  an 
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honest  man  may  fall  into  a  knave's  company  ;  the  best  counsel  is, 
keep  ever  in  mind,  that  they  are  king's  sons,  God's  children  ;  and 
therefore  it  were  a  base  thing  for  them  to  be  allured  by  the  wicked 
to  do  things  unseemly,  and  that  they  should  much  degenerate, 
they  should  make  any  sinful  compliance  with  such  as  are  noto: 
ously  wicked. 

Plutarchi  Moralia.       Ante  circuinspieiendum  est  cum  quihtu  edas  et  bibas, 
quam  quid  edas  et  vitas.    Sett.  Ep.  1 1 . 

1576.  The  Desperate  Sinner's  Madness. 

St.  Ambrose  reports  of  one  Theotymus,  that  being  troubled  wil 
a  sore  disease  upon  his  body,  when  the  physician  told  him,  thai 
except  he  did  abstain  from  intemperance,  as  drunkenness  and 
excess,  he  was  like  to  lose  his  eyes,  his  heart  was  so  desperately  set 
upon  his  sin,  that  he  said,  Vale  lumen  amicum :  Farewell  sweet  light 
then,  I  must  have  my  pleasure  in  that  sin,  I  must  drink,  though  I 
drink  out  my  eyes,  then  farewell  eyes,  and  farewell  light  and  all.  O 
desperate  madness,  for  men  to  venture  upon  sin,  to  the  loss  not  only 
of  the  light  of  the  eye,  but  the  light  of  God's  loving  countenan 
for  evermore  !  It  is  to  be  supposed,  that  no  man  will  be  so 
owned  by  his  words,  as  to  say,  Farewell  God  and  Christ,  am 
eternal  life  and  all,  I  must  have  my  sin  ;  yet  though  directly  they 
say  not  so,  they  do  in  effect  say  it ;  they  know  that  the  Scripture 
saith,  that  no  drunkard,  whoremonger,  nor  covetous,  nor  unclean 
person  shall  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  Ephes.  v.  5  ;  then 
whosoever  that  knowing  this,  goeth  for  all  that  in  such  a  way, 
doth  as  it  were  say,  Farewell  God  and  Heaven,  and  farewell  all 
that  God  hath  purchased  by  his  blood,  rather  than  I  will  lose  m; 
sin,  I  will  lose  all. 
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Ambros.Com.inLue.cap.lv.       Qua;  te  dementia  cepit  t  Virg. 


1577.  Christmas  Day  to  be  held  in  Remem- 
brance. 

As  kings  keep  the  day  of  their  inauguration ;  as  cities  have  their 
palilia,  when  the  trench  is  first  cast  up  ;  and  churches  their 
encmnia,  when  they  are  first  dedicate  ;  as  men  their  feudO\ta, 
when  they  first  came  into  the  world  :  so  all  good  Christians  cele- 
brate the  day  of  Christ's  nativity,  a  day  of  joy  both  in  Heaven  and 
on  earth :  in  Heaven  for  a  day  of  glory  unto  God  on  high ;  on 
earth,  for  a  day  of  peace  here  below,  and  good-will  toward  men; 
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a  day  of  joy  to  all  people  past,  present,  and  to  come ;  such  a  day 
as  wherein,  after  long  expectation,  the  best  return  was  made  that 
ever  came  to  the  poor  sons  of  men,  such  a  day  as  the  Lord  Him- 
self made,  let  us  therefore  rejoice  therein,  Psalm  cxviii.  24, 

Z,  Andrews,  IVinton,  Serm.  at  Court,  1616. 

1578.  How  to  Feast  Comfortably. 

Joseph  had  his  tomb  in  his  garden,  to  season  his  delight  with 
meditations  of  his  death  ;  the  Egyptians  had  a  skeleton  or  car- 
case brought  into  their  feasts  for  the  same  purpose ;  at  Prester 
John's  table  a  death's  head  is  the  first  thing  set  on ;  and  Philip 
had  not  only  a  boy  every  morning,  but  a  dead  man's  skull  on  his 
table  every  meal,  to  put  him  in  mind  of  his  mortality.  And  thus 
ought  we  all  to  do,  mingle  our  feasting  with  the  meditation  of  our 
farewell  out  of  this  wretched  life,  when  we  sit  at  dinner,  to  think 
of  our  dissolution,  and  ever  to  set  our  own  carcase  before  the  eyes 
of  our  mind,  saying  within  ourselves,  Alas  !  this  feeding  and  feast- 
ing is  but  a  little  repairing  and  propping  up  of  a  poor  ruinous 
house,  that  ere  long  will  fall  down  to  the  ground  and  come  to 
nothing. 

Ceo.  Sandy 's  Travels.       Cal.Rhodogin.Leel.  Var.  Convrvhtmapreeatione 
captain,  Sv.    Chrysost.  Horn,  de  Fide  Anim. 

1579.  Heaven  not  to  be  Found  upon  Earth. 

It  is  storied  Of  a  King  of  Persia,  that  he  must  have  an  imaginary 
Heaven,  and  thereupon  he  is  at  the  charge  of  a  stately  brave 
palace,  where  in  the  top  he  caused  the  heavens  to  be  artificially 
moulded,  and  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars  to  be  painted,  and  under 
them  the  clouds,  that  by  art  moved  up  and  down,  distilled  rain, 
and  made  great  cracks  of  thunder.  Above  that  was  placed  a 
prent  throne,  glistening  with  all  the  art  that  nature  could  afford. 
This  might  be  sufficient  for  a  heathen,  that  knew  no  better 
things  ;  but  how  sad  is  the  condition  of  a  company  of  drossy- 
spirited  men,  that  (with  that  Duke  of  Bourbon  in  France,  who  if 
he  might  but  have  his  palace  in  Paris,  would  not  change  it  for 
Paradise)  can  be  content  to  take  the  things  of  this  world  for  their 
portion.  If  they  had  but  this  or  that  thing,  it  were  Heaven  to 
them  ;  it  argues  they  have  low  thoughts  of  an  immortal  soul,  and 
arc  ignorant  of  what  an  immortal  soul  is  capable  of,  that  can  think 
themselves  satisfied  in  any  creature,  and  have  loose  thoughts  of 
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God,  as  if  there  were  no  treasures  in  Him,  but  only  a  few  tem- 
porary earthly  delights,  as  meat,  and  drink,  and  sports,  and  wh: 
soever  the  vanity  of  this  world  calls  delightful. 

Jer.  Borogh's  Moses1  Choice.      Phil.  Comin.,  Hist. 
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1580.  Afflictions \  if  anything,  will  Make  us 
Seek  God, 

The  Persian  messenger,  (though  a  heathen,)  as  ^Eschylus  in  one 
of  his  tragedies  observeth,  said  thus,  When  the  Grecian  force 
hotly  pursued  our  host,  and  we  must  needs  venture  over  the  gre 
water  Strymon,  frozen  then,  but  beginning  to  thaw,  when  a  he 
dred  to  one  we  had  all  died  for  it,  with  mine  eyes,  I  saw,  sait 
he,  many  of  those  gallants,  whom  I  had  heard  before  so  boldl; 
maintain  there  was  no  God,  every  one  upon  his  knees,  and  de- 
voutly praying  that  the  ice  might  hold  till  they  got  over. 
Pharaoh  was  at  high  terms  with  God,  Exod.  v.  2,  but  when  ext 
mity  came  upon  him,  then  he  was  humbled.    Thus  it  is,  that  mar 
men,  like  the  dromedary  of  exceeding  swiftness,  (the  female  esp 
cially,)  run  over  hill  and  dale,  take  their  whole  swing  of  pleasure, 
and  snuff  up  the  air  of  all  sensual  delights,  Jer.  ii.  24  ;  age,  death, 
and  sickness  are  afar  off ;  youth,  health,  and  strength  possess  them, 
there  is  no  coming  to  them  then ;  no  meddling  with  them  till 
their  month  come,  till  winter  come,  a  day  of  sorrow  and  distress 
overtake  them,  then  they  will  seek  unto  God,  Isaiah  ii.  3-4,  And 
herein  is  folly  condemned,  even  of  her  own  children,  and  wisdom 
justified  of  her  very  enemies,  that  they,  that  greedily  seek  sin, 
are  at  last  glad  to  get  rid  of  it ;  and  they  that  merrily  scorn  reli- 
gion, at  last  are  glad  to  be  sheltered  under  the  protection  therea 

Afflictiones  humilitcr  sustinentes  caleslia  multiplkant.     Greg.  Homil.  super 

Evang. 


Of. 
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1 58 1.  Deceit  and  Unfaithfulness  in  Trade 
and  Commerce  condemned. 

Lysander,  the  Laced£emonian,  held  for  a  main  principle  of  his 
religion,  that  children  were  to  be  deceived  with  trifles,  as  rattles 
and  gewgaws  ;  but  old  men  were  to  be  gulled  with  oaths,  and  held 
on  with  fair  promises  :  and  it  is  now  almost  grown  a  trade  for  men 
to  be  so  slippery  in  their  dealings  one  with  another,  that  they  car 
find  loopholes  to  wind  out  of  the  most  cautious  contracts  for  ad 
vantages,  break  faith,  promises,  bonds,  run  away  with  men's  goods 
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so  that  Turks  and  Jews  are  more  trusty  than  such  hollow,  shifting 
Christians.  And  hence  it  is,  that  God's  justice,  and  His  just 
revenge  on  all  trades  at  this  day  is  such,  that  scarce  any  prosper 
in  them,  God  having  divorced  His  blessing  from  them,  because 
they  have  turned  their  trades  into  crafts,  not  for  the  help  but  the 
overthrow  one  of  another. 

JoM.  Bodtn.,  Commotnvealth.     Plutarch.     Non  liosfes  a!>  hot/iU tutu:.  Ovid. 

1582.  The  Great  Danger  of  Living  in  any 

one  known  Sin. 

There  have  been  prodigals  in  all  ages,  such  as  having  a  fair  inhe- 
ritance, have  lost  it  alt  upon  one  cast  of  the  dice'.  A  man  may 
(.•scape  many  wounds  and  shots  in  the  wars,  and  yet  may  be  killed 
at  the  last  with  the  stab  of  a  penknife,  or  the  prick  of  a  pin  or 
needle.  It  is  reported  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  that  having  com- 
passed the  world,  and  being  in  a  boat  upon  the  Thames  in  a  very 
rough  tide,  said,  What,  have  I  escaped  the  violence  of  the  sea,  and 
must  be  now  drowned  in  a  ditch  1  Thus  many  a  man  that  hath 
escaped  many  gross  sins,  may  by  some  little  secret  lust  be  de- 
prived of  the  glory  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Moses  came 
Within  the  sight  of  Canaan  ;  but  for  one  sin,  not  sanctifying  God's 
name  at  the  water  of  Meribah,  he  never  set  foot  within  it.  A 
great  affliction  it  was,  no  doubt,  unto  him  to  be  so  near,  and  yet 
N  far  off  from  entering.  And  no  less  will  it  be  to  any  man,  that 
for  one  sin,  not  sanctifying  the  name  of  God  as  he  ought,  shall 
come  short  of  Heaven  ;  not  but  that  there  may  be  some  remain- 
ders of  sin,  and  yet  the  heart  be  taken  off  from  every  sin  ;  but  if 
there  be  any  secret  closing  with  any  one  sin,  all  the  profession  of 
godliness,  and  leaving  all  other  sins,  will  be  to  no  purpose,  nor 
ever  bring  a  man  to  happiness. 

Sir  Fr.  Bacon,  by  Kay  of  discount.         Usitata  culpa  obligal  men  tern  ut  nequa- 
quam  surgerc  possii,  &c.    Greg.  Moral.,  Lib.  xxiv. 

1583.  Rich  Men  to  be  Mindful  of  what  they 

have  Received  at  God's  Hand. 

Sr.  Gregory  confesseth  thus  much  of  himself,  that  never  any  sen- 
tence entered  so  deep  into  his  soul  as  that  text,  Fili  recordare,  6W., 
Son,  remember  that  thou  in  thy  lifetime  receivedst  thy  pleasure  or 
good  things,  and  likewise  Lazarus  pains,  Luke  xvi.  25  ;  and  that 
as  Surgi/e  mortui  was  ever  in  St.  Jerome's  ear,  and  Non  in  comes- 
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sationibits,  Not  in  surfeiting,  Rom.  xiii.  13,  in  St.  Augustine's 
which  he  was  first  converted  ;  for  he  sitting  in  the  See  of  Rome, 
when  it  was  grown  rich,  and  of  great  revenue,  was,  as  he  saith, 
still  afraid  of  this  text,  whether  his  exalting  into  that  chair  might 
not  be  his  lecompence  at  God's  hands,  and  all  that  ever  he  should 
receive  from  Him  for  all  his  service,  mercedem  rum  arrliam,  his  por- 
tion of  earth,  not  the  earnest  of  Heaven :  thus  did  the  good 
father.  And  would  God  his  example  herein  might  make  a  due 
impression,  and  work  the  like  fear,  in  so  many  as  have,  in  the  eyes 
of  all  men,  received  the  good  things  of  this  life  ;  for  it  is  too  ap- 
parent, that  divers  that  have  so  received,  and  that  in  a  measure 
even  heaped  up,  and  running  over,  carry  themselves  so  without 
remembrance  of  themselves,  as  if  no  such  simile  were  in  all  the 
Bible,  as  that  of  the  needle's  eye,  Matth.  xix.  24,  no  such  example 
as  that  of  the  rich  glutton,  no  such  memento  as  that  of  Abraham 
to  him  ;  but  that  they  have  learned  a  point  of  divinity,  such  as 
Abraham  never  knew,  Balaam's  divinity,  a  Pet.  ii.  15,  (it  is  to  be 
feared)  to  love  the  wages  of  unrighteousness  ;  and  yet  they  must 
needs  into  Abraham's  bosom,  die  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
Numb,  xxiii.  10. 

L.  Andrews'  Serm.  at  Court,  1616.       Greg,  in  Moral.,  super  locum.  Discant 
dtviles  non  in  facultatibus,  &c.    Ambros.  in  Luc, 

1584.  Sin  Unrepented  of  Heavy  upon  the  Soul 
at  the  Time  of  Death. 

A  massive  piece  of  timber  floating  upon  the  water,  may  be  easily 
drawn  towards  the  shore  so  long  as  it  swimmeth,  any  one  may 
turn  it  this  way  or  that  way  at  pleasure  ;  but  if  it  be  once  grounded, 
not  many  men  can  move  it,  but  with  great  pains  and  industry. 
Thus  man's  life  is  the  water,  death  the  shore,  and  sin  the  piece  of 
timber.  Whilst  we  live  in  strength  and  health,  borne  up  by  the 
streams  of  worldly  pleasure  and  delight,  sin  seems  but  light  unto 
us,  great  sins  appear  as  little  sins,  and  little  sins  as  no  sins  at  all ; 
but  at  the  time  of  our  dissolution,  when  we  are  ready  to  touch 
upon  the  brink  of  death,  then  sin  appears  in  its  colours,  in  its  true 
proportion  ;  small  ones  so  great  in  the  magnitude,  light  ones  so 
ponderous  in  the  weight,  that  the  poor  miserable  sinner  finds  them 
a  burden  insupportable,  too  heavy  for  him  to  bear ;  and  looking 
about  for  help,  cries  out  with  St.  Paul,  Miserable  man  that  I  am  ! 
who  shall  deliver  me,  &c  ?  Rom.  vii.  24. 

Jlect.  Pin/us  in  Daniel.       Apparent  rari  nanles  in  gnrgite  vasto 
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1585.  Godliness,  a  very  Gainful  Trade. 

A  merchant  that  drives  a  rich  trade,  will,  by  a  bargain  in  ODe 
morning,  get  a  hundred  pounds  or  more  ;  whereas  many  other  poor 
people  are  fain  to  work  hard  to  get  a  shilling  or  eighteen  pence  a 
day.  Now,  every  one  would  be  of  the  gaining  side,  it  is  the 
common  voice  of  nature,  Who  will  show  us  any  good  ?  How  shall 
we  come  to  be  rich  1  Oh,  prize  the  trade  of  godliness  then,  there- 
in is  great  gain  to  be  had.  As  for  the  works  of  morality  and 
common  grace,  they  are  like  the  trade  of  the  poor  labouring  man, 
that  earns  some  small  matter,  that  works  hard  and  gets  only  some 
outward  blessings  from  God ;  but  godliness  is  a  full  merchant's 
trade,  that  brings  in  hundreds  and  thousands  at  a  clap  ;  and  such 
a  trade  God  would  have  us  set  our  hearts  upon,  to  look  after  great 
and  glorious  things.  As  Cleopatra,  that  Egyptian  princess,  said  to 
Marcus  Ar.tonius,  it  was  not  for  him  to  fish  for  gudgeons,  but  for 
towns,  forts,  and  castles  ;  so  it  is  not  for  those  that  are  acquainted 
with  the  ways  of  godliness,  to  be  trading  for  poor  things,  for 
temporal,  transitory  trash  ;  but  for  eternal  life,  glory  and  immor- 
tality. 

The.  dt  Trugillo.  Serni.       Nulla  J3eo  merta  at  miliar  ea  quit  habtt  pietiths 
muncra,    Amtm.  in  Lib.  de  Vuluis.       1'lutarch,  in  Antonio. 

1586.  Consideration  of  our  Secret  Sins,  a 
Motive  to  Compassionate  others. 

We  may  read  of  a  judge  in  the  primitive  times,  who  when  he  was 
seriously  invited  to  the  place  of  judgment  to  pass  sentence  upon 
another,  withdrew  himself ;  and  at  last,  being  earnestly  pressed, 
came  with  a  bag  of  sand  upon  his  shoulders  to  the  judgment  seat, 
saying,  You  call  me  to  pass  judgment  upon  this  poor  offender ; 
how  can  I  do  it,  when  I  myself  am  guilty  of  more  sins  then  this 
bag  hath  sand  in  it,  if  the  world  saw  them  all  ?  This  was  not  so 
well  done  as  a  public  magistrate,  being  invited  to  do  justice  ;  yet 
as  becoming  a  conscionable  Christian.  And  thus  ought  all  good 
men  to  do,  the  consideration  of  their  bosom  sins,  should  work  in 
them  compassion  towards  others,  saying  within  themselves  :  Can  I 
be  as  Judah  to  cry  out  upon  Tamar,  Let  her  be  burnt,  when  I  re- 
member the  ring  and  the  staff,  laid  in  pawn  to  her  in  secret  ?  Gen. 
xxxviii.  25  :  how  can  I  be  extreme  against  my  weak  brother, 
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when  if  my  faults  were  written  on  my  forehead,  I  might  des 
as  severe  a  censure  myself! 

R.  Aibot,  Secret  Sins  Discovered.       Conr.  Zuingeri  Tlieat.  Hum.  Vita. 


1587.  Ministers  to  Preach  the  Gosftel,  not- 
withstanding the  Discouragements  of 
their  A  uditory,  and  why  so. 

Tully  maketh  mention  of  Antimachus,  a  famous  poet  of  his  time, 
who  having  penned  some  excellent  quaint  piece,  read  it  openly  be- 
fore a  judicious  auditory ;  but  whether  through  disaffection  to  the 
person,  or  disregard  of  the  poem,  they  all  left  him  except  Plato ; 
which  he  perceiving,  resolved  to  go  on  with  this  confidence,  that 
Plato  being  there  alone,  he  cared  not  though  all  the  rest  were  absent. 
Thus  ministers  are  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  though  they 
meet  with  many  discouragements  to  the  work  of  their  ministry  ; 
though  the  congregation  be  so  thin,  that  there  may  seem  to  be 
more  pews  and  pillars  in  the  church  than  people,  and  they  as  stupid 
and  senseless  in  the  matter  of  attention  as  the  seats  they  sit  on, 
some  highway  side,  some  thorny,  some  rocky  hearers,  Mark  iv. ; 
yet  for  all  that,  there  may  be  one  Plato,  one  good  grounded  hearer 
who  may  prove  the  crown  of  all  his  labours,  and  in  whose  con- 
version he  shall  have  much  cause  of  rejoicing  before  men  and 
angels  in  Heaven. 

In  Libro  de  Claris  Oratoribus,  etin  Bruto.       Plato  erit  instar  omnium.  Qui 
•      animarum  curam  pro  Domino  suscipitt  drv.    Gloss,  super  Prov.  xi. 

1588.  The  Misgiving  Thoughts  of  a  Worldly- 
minded  Man  in  Reference  to  the  Enjoy- 
ment of  Heaven. 

A  beggar  asking  an  alms,  if  a  man  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket, 
and  take  out  a  penny  or  twopence,  he  hath  hope  to  have  that ; 
but  if  he  chance  to  pull  out  a  piece  of  gold,  then  his  heart  fails, 
because  it  is  too  much.  Cast  a  bone  to  a  dog,  he  falls  to  it  pre- 
sently, but  set  a  joint  of  meat  before  him,  well  dressed,  in  a  fair  large 
dish,  he  dares  not  venture  upon  that.  So  for  these  sublunary 
things,  as  riches,  honours,  and  preferments,  such  as  God  casts 
many  times  to  dogs,  worldly  men  may  fall  upon  them,  and  think 
they  are  for  their  tooth  ;  but  when  they  come  to  the  dainties  and 
infinite  treasures  of  God,  can  a  drunkard  that  prizeth  nothing  but 
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a  little  swilling  drink;  can  a  swinish,  filthy,  base,  low-spirited  man, 
that  never  minded  anything  but  the  satisfying  of  his  unclean  lusts, 
think  that  God  should  make  it  the  greatest  work  that  He  hath  in 
the  world,  to  communicate  the  riches  of  His  goodness  and  grace  to 
such  a  one  as  he  is  i  He  cannot  but  have  misgiving  thoughts, 
and  think  that  he  hath  no  part  in  them. 

yer.  Borogh's  Motet'  Choict.        Hand  tali  a  dignatur  lionore. 

1589.    A  Heavenly-minded  Man  looks 
through  and  beyond  Afflictions. 

Travellers  tell  us,  that  they  that  are  on  the  top  of  the  Alps  may 
see  great  showers  of  rain  fall  under  them,  which  they  overlook, 
but  not  one  drop  of  it  comes  at  them.  And  he  that  is  on  the  top 
of  some  high  tower  mindeth  not  the  croaking  of  frogs  and  toads, 
the  hissing  of  serpents,  adders,  and  the  like  venomous  creatures 
that  are  below.  Thus  a  heavenly-minded  man,  who  dwells  in 
heaven  on  earth,  looks  through  and  beyond  all  troubles  and  afflic 
tions,  rides  triumphantly  through  the  storm  of  disparagements  ; 
nay,  he  boldly  stares  death  in  the  face,  though  never  so  ugly  dis- 
guised. As  Anaxarchus  said  to  the  tyrant,  Tunde,  tunde,  Anax- 
artkum  rton  fundis,  beat  him  and  bruise  him  and  kill  him  it  may, 
but  he  will  keep  up  his  soul  in  the  very  ruins  of  his  body. 

RJat.  di  Bottro.        Quo  Jala  tm/iunt  retrnhuntque  sejuuti.     Virg.  Diog. 
Lacrt,  in  Vita. 

1 590.  Deliberation  to  be  Used  in  all  our  Ways. 

He  that  is  to  climb  up  some  high  ladder,  must  not  think,  that  set- 
ting his  foot  upon  the  lowest  round,  he  can  skip  over  all  the  rest, 
and  be  at  the  top,  without  evident  danger  to  himself.  Such  is  the 
course  of  our  life,  just  like  a  ladder  of  many  rounds  set  up  to  some 
high  place  ;  the  first  step  is  (or  of  necessity  should  be)  the  thought 
of  God  and  goodness ;  and  the  last  step,  the  full  assurance  of 
of  heaven  ;  but  there  are  in  the  middle  many  other  steps,  as  ot 
means,  consideration,  deliberation,  &c,  how  to  love  God  above 
all  tilings,  and  our  neighbours  as  ourselves,  and  how  to  demean 
oarselves  in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and  froward  generation,  which 
tf  we  miss  and  step  over,  no  marvel  if  we  never  come  to  the  top, 
Inn  perish  in  the  midway  to  all  eternity. 

If.  Pinttu  in  Euk,       Cuneta  print  tf  11  tan  da.    Ovid,  Mttam. 
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1 59 1.  Heavenly-mindedness  of  a  Child 

God. 

It  is  recorded  of  Edward  the  First,  that  he  had  a  great  desire  to 
go  to  the  Holy  Land,  but  being  hindered  by  a  domestic  war,  he 
gave  his  son  a  strict  charge  upon  his  deathbed,  that  after  his  death 
he  should  cause  his  heart  to  be  conveyed  thither,  and  to  that  pur. 
pose  he  had  prepared  two  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  to  defray 
the  charge,  and  ordered  that  sevenscore  knights  with  their  several 
retinues  should  attend  it  thither.  Thus  the  saints  and  dear 
children  of  God,  though  they  have  not  their  bodies  in  heaven,  yet 
their  hearts  are  there  ;  they  are  like  eagles,  always  mounting  up- 
wards, their  treasure  is  in  Heaven,  and  there  will  their  hearts  be 
also,  they  may  have  many  weights  of  corruption  without,  that 
press  them  downward,  yet  they  have  an  inward  principle  that 
works  upward  :  a  special  work  of  God  so  ordering  it,  that  their 
conversation  is  altogether  in  heaven,  (Phil.  iii.  20) ;  and  that 
though  with  the  church  they  be  black  and  dark  in  regard  of  their 
infirmities,  yet  they  are  like  unto  pillars  of  smoke  that  ascend 
upward,  Cant.  iii.  6. 

J.  Speed's  Chronicle  ex  Walsingk.      Propter  Deitm  fastidit  omnia 
Muscid.  in  Psal.  lxxiii.  5. 

1592.  To  be  Careful  of  our  Precious  Souls. 

Charles  the  Fifth,  when  he  was  solicited  by  a  great  counsellor 
(Antonius  de  Lena)  to  cut  off  all  the  petty  princes  of  Germany, 
and  then  he  should  rule  alone,  cried  out :  Aninia,  anima,  My  soul, 
my  soul ;  Nay,  says  the  tiger,  if  your  majesty  have  a  soul,  give 
over  your  empire.  The  emperor  had  some  care  of  his  sou!,  the 
bloody  advocate  had  none.  Oh  the  precious  soul  of  man  !  the 
master-wheel  of  all  our  actions,  the  chief  seat  of  the  image  of  God  ; 
that,  for  which  Christ  emptied  Himself  of  glory;  that,  wherein 
Christ  desires  to  dwell  by  faith ;  how  ought  such  a  jewel  to  be 
kept  with  all  diligence  ;  let  the  men  of  the  world  prize  their  sou" 
at  never  so  low  a  rate,  yet  let  all  good  men  set  a  high  value  upo 
theirs, 

V<rf.  A\:";m.  Carotid.  Lib,  iii.      Paul.  Jovii  Hist.  Lib.  xxvii.      O  aninia 
sigiuta  Dei  imagine,  decorata,  &•<.    Bern,  in  Atedit, 
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1593.  The  IVorld's  Uncertainty. 

As  it  cannot  be  otherwise,  but  that  the  sun  shining  out  in  our 
horizon,  roust  needs  be  the  occasion  of  darkness  in  another,  so 
that  our  day  is  their  night ;  and  when  it  is  day  with  them,  it  is 
night  with  us  :  thus  it  is  with  the  things  of  this  world,  they  are  at 
no  certainty,  many  are  made  poor,  that  a  few  may  become  rich  ; 
one  is  made  honourable  by  another's  disgrace ;  this  man  full  by 
that  man's  emptiness ;  if  the  day  of  prosperity  smile  upon  one, 
the  night  of  adversity  lowers  upon  another ;  one  weepeth,  and 
another  rejoiceth  ;  one  gains  by  another's  loss  :  why  then  should 
any  man  think  that  to  be  certain  with  him,  that  is  so  inconstant 
to  all  beside  him. 

Jer.  Leech' ]  Sermon  at  St.  Mary-lc-Bow,  16*4.      Rara  si  constat  sua  forma 
mundo.  Si  tantas  variat  vices.      Boeth.  De  Consolat.  Lib.  it. 


1 594.  How  to  Know  whether  a  Man  be 
Heavenly  or  Earthly-minded. 

All  things  in  nature  have  a  principle  to  cany  them  to  their  pro- 
per place  ;  as  for  example,  take  earth  and  close  it  in  a  vessel,  and 
take  fire  and  put  it  in  another  vessel  ;  then  open  the  vessels,  let 
them  out,  and  they  will  both  go  to  their  proper  place,  the  one  up- 
ward, the  other  downward,  because  the  place  of  fire  is  on  high  : 
hence  is  it  that  sparks  fly  naturally  upward  ;  and  because  the  place 
of  earth  is  below,  thence  is  it  that  it  tends  downward.  Thus  if  the 
place  and  centre  of  the  heart  be  in  Heaven,  then  certainly  it  will 
move  upward  toward  Heaven  ;  but  if  on  earth,  then  it  will  bear 
downward.  So  likewise  the  souls  of  men,  when  they  are  gone 
out  of  the  body,  they  go  to  the  place  where  they  had  a  principle 
to  carry  them,  not  a  principle  that  shall  be  put  into  them 
*hen  they  die,  but  a  principle  that  they  were  led  by  before ;  so 
that  tf  their  hearts  be  pressed  down  by  earthly  things,  when  they 
die,  they  will  fall  down  ;  but  if  heavenly-minded,  they  will  mount 
upward.  It  stands  therefore  upon  every  man  to  know  how  his 
tool  worketh. 

Jer.  Bench's  Moses'  Choice.      Exitus  acta p robot. 
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1595.  Children  to  be  Ready  in  Relief  of 
Parents  Necessities. 

Luther  hath  a  story  of  a  good  father  in  Germany,  that  had  m 
over  all  his  estate  to  his  sons,  reserving  only  to  himself  a  power, 
by  turns,  to  come  and  take  his  diet  at  their  tables.  One  of  the 
sons  being  at  dinner,  and  having  a  goose  before  him,  espied  his 
father  coming,  and  set  the  goose  underneath  the  table,  till  his 
father  was  gone  again.  Then  takes  he  up  the  goose,  which  God 
Tiad  miraculously  turned  into  a  great  toad,  which  leaped  into  his 
face,  and  notwithstanding  all  his  striving,  it  could  not  be  removed 
till  it  had  stifled  him.  Let  all  children  seriously  look  upon  this 
example,  and  look  to  it  that  they  relieve  their  parents,  for  parents 
helped  them  when  they  were  not  able  to  help  themselves,  Let 
parents  not  be  slighted,  not  mocked,  not  cursed,  not  smitten  ;  but 
submitted  unto  and  relieved  by  the  examples  of  Christ,  of  David, 
and  of  Joseph,  and  of  divers  others,  that  for  their  filial  love,  are 
recorded  as  famous  in  their  several  generations,  Deut.  xxviL  16, 
Prov.  xxx.  17,  Levit.  xix.  3,  Exod.  xxi.  15,  John  xix.  26,  1  S 
xxii,  3,  Gen.  xlvii.  12. 

Loc.  Com.  tit.  De  Amort  erga  Parentis.       R.  Abbot's  Secret  Sins  Discovered. 

1 596.  Captious  Hearers  of  the  Word  con 
demned. 

Suppose  a  company  of  people  coining,  not  to  an  elbow,  but  to  a 
working  goldsmith's  shop  ;  one  buys  a  chain,  another  a  diamond 
ring ;  this  buys  a  jewel,  that  a  rich  piece  of  plate  ;  and  that  there 
should  be  one  amongst  them  so  self-conceited,  should  take  up  a 
coal  from  off  the  floor,  and  handle  it  so  long,  till  he  had  all 
besmeared  his  fingers,  refusing  what  the  shop  afforded,  so  as 
he  might  but  have  that  coal  along  with  him.  Were  not  this  great 
absurdity  1  Yet  such  and  more  is  the  condition  of  those  captious 
hearers  of  God's  Word,  that  while  others  carry  away  good  and 
wholesome  doctrine,  precious  promises,  such  as  is  food  for  their 
souls  ;  they  come  only  to  carp  and  catch  at  their  minister,  that  so 
they  may  more  easily  traduce  him,  and  brand  him  with  the  black 
coal  of  infamy  and  disgrace  ;  but  they  shall  one  day  find,  that 
more  they  throw  dirt  in  his  face,  the  more  they  bespatter  their 

Hector  Pinttts,  Com.  in  /saiant. 
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1597.  Things  of  Heaven  to  be  Waited  for 

with  Patience. 

In  the  way  of  trade,  if  a  man  go  and  buy  a  commodity  of  five  01 
ten  shillings'  price,  he  lays  down  ready  money  ;  but  if  the  price  rise 
high,  and  come  to  a  good  round  sum,  then  he  doth  but  give  some- 
thing in  earnest,  the  great  payment  (it  may  be)  comes  six  or  twelve 
nths  after,  bo  when  men  will  bargain  with  God  for  their 
dience,  to  have  credit  and  esteem  in  the  world,  these  are  but 
poor  trifling  matters,  and  God  gives  them  presently  ;  but  because 
the  covenant  that  is  betwixt  God  and  Christ,  and  so  betwixt  Christ 
and  us,  is  about  great  matters,  and  God  intends  to  reward  His 
people  with  glorious  things  eternally  in  the  heavens,  we  have  but 
the  first  fruits  of  them  at  present,  and  must  not  expect  the  fullness 
of  them  suddenly  ;  they  are  great  things,  and  must  be  waited  for 
with  patience  till  they  do  come,  and  being  once  come,  they  will 
make  amends  for  all  our  tarrying. 

Jer.  Lecch'i  Strm.  at  St.  Maf\-U  Bow,  Land.,  1622.       Ptrfert patiattia 
palmam. 

1 598.  Children  to  be  Religiously  Educated. 

It  was  the  saying  of  Aulus  Fulvius  to  his  son,  when  he  was  disco- 
vered to  be  a  complotter  in  Cataline's  conspiracy,  Ego  te  non 
Calaliim  sed /atria  genui,  I  begot  thee  not  for  Cataline,  but  for 
thy  country  ;  and  indeed  too,  too  often  it  falls  out,  that  parents 
may  be  said  to  get  children  for  the  devil  rather  than  God,  for  the 
rum,  rather  than  the  raising  of  their  country  ;  they  must  therefore 
look  to  it,  that  they  be  well  educated,  religiously  trained  up,  that 
they  may  appear  to  be  God's  children  as  well  as  theirs. 

Vol.  Max.  Lib.  v.,  cap.  S.       R.  Abbot,  Secret  Sins  Discovered. 

1 599.  How  the  Devil  is  said  to  Know  our 
Thoughts. 

An  angler  having  baited  his  hook,  throws  it  into  the  water,  the 
fish  having  espied  the  bait  after  two  or  three  vagaries  about  it, 
nibbles  at  it,  and  after  a  while  swallows  down  the  bait,  hook  and 
all :  the  fisher  sees  none  of  all  this ;  but  by  the  sinking  of  the 
coik  he  knows  that  the  fish  is  taken.  Thus  the  devil  (though  a 
most  cunning  angler)  knows  not  the  thoughts  of  men,  such  as  are 
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mere  pure  thoughts,  that  is  God's  peculiar,  it  is  He  that  searcheth 
the  heart,  and  trieth  the  reins ;  but  if  we  write  or  speak,  if  the 
cork  do  but  stir,  if  our  countenance  do  but  change,  he  is  of  such 
perspicuity,  and  so  well  experienced  withal,  that  he  will  soon 
know  what  our  thoughts  are,  and  suit  his  temptations  accordingly. 

H.  HoldswortKs  Strm.  at  St.  Paul's,  Land.,  1626.       Prius  complextonem  u~  ' 
usenjusqtte  adversarial  pcrspkit,  et  tunc  tentatianis  laqutos  apponit. 
Moral.  Lit.  ix. 

1600.  Faithful  and  Seeming  Servants  of  G 
Differenced  by  way  of  Reward. 

Great  men  have  usually  two  kinds  of  servants ;  some  that  they 
hire  by  the  day,  or  the  month,  or  the  year,  and  they  shall  have  so 
much,  or  so  much  wages  paid  unto  them  every  night,  or,  it  may  be, 
every  week.  Other  servants  there  are,  that  are  not  paid  off  pre- 
sently ;  but  that  which  they  serve  for,  is  the  expectati&n  of  some 
great  office,  or  some  reversion  of  lands  that  should  fall  unto  them 
after  a  certain  time  expired,  and  thereupon  they  go  on  in  doing 
faithful  service,  though  there  come  nothing  of  it  at  present.  This 
is  the  difference  of  faithful  and  seeming  servants  of  God  in  refe- 
rence to  the  matter  of  reward  ;  they  who  live  the  best  lives,  such 
as  moral,  civil  honest  men,  who  cannot  yet  be  called  truly  gracio1 
though  in  some  measure  they  may  be  said  to  do  God  some  s 
vice,  it  is  but  such  as  poor  labouring  men  do,  that  are  paid 
their  day's  labour,  and  so  they  have  their  daily  pay  of  meat  a 
drink,  and  clothes,  such  comforts  as  the  creature  can  afford  ;  b 
God  hath  other  manner  of  servants  better  qualified,  such  as 
godly  and  true  Christians  indeed,  who  though  they  have  not 
much  present  pay  as  the  other,  yet  there  are  reversions  and  so 
glorious  things  that  they  expect  hereafter,  hence  is  it  that  th 
go  on,  not  envying  them  that  have  their  daily  pay  in  outward 
things,  but  wait  patiently  for  better. 

Jer.  BorogKs  Most/  Choice.       Certantrs  in  stadio  numerosior  corona  glorificat. 

Cassiodor.  Lit.  viii.  lip.  22. 

1 60 1.  Wicked  Persons  may  be  in  a  Godly 
Family. 

St.  Augustine,  writing  to  the  clergy  and  townsmen  of  Hip 
saith  : — Although  the  discipline  and  government  of  my  house 
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strict  and  vigilant,  yet  as  I  am  a  man,  and  live  amongst  men,  I 
dare  not  arrogate  to  myself  that  my  house  should  be  better  than 
the  ark  of  Noah,  the  house  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob,  and  of 
Christ.  Thus  may  it  be  also  with  many  a  good  man  ;  yea,  there 
have  been  no  worse  men  in  the  world,  than  they  that  have  had 
the  best  means  of  grace  in  Christian  families  ;  as  in  Adam's,  there 
was  a  murdering  Cain  ;  in  Abraham's,  a  persecuting  Ishmael ;  in 
Noah's,  a  scoffing  Ham  ;  in  Isaac's,  a  profane  Esau  ;  in  David's, 
an  undutiful  Absolom  ;  in  Mephibosheth's,  a  faithless  Ziba ;  in 
Elisha's,  a  lying  Gehazi ;  and  in  the  college  of  Christ,  a  treacherous 
Judas  :  and  no  wonder,  for  religion  is  not  hereditary — yea,  reli- 
gion is  the  work  of  God,  Rom.  be.  8,  and  He  hath  other  ends  in 
means  of  reformation  than  conversion,  as  may  be  seen  in  Pharaoh 
and  in  Eli's  sons,  i  Sam.  ii.  12. 

AmmAM  Mel  vigild  disciplina  damns  meir,  &*c.    Aug.  in  Epist,       Rick,  dc 
MtdiavUla,  Prtgm.  Calatir. 

1602.  The  Soul  of  Man  Precious  in  the  Sight 

of  God. 

A  skilful  jeweller  having  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  make  up 
some  exquisite  piece  of  art,  cannot  choose  but  be  much  troubled, 
when  he  sees  his  workmanship  fallen  into  the  hands  of  children 
and  fools  that  have  no  understanding,  such  as  cannot  value  what 
work  is,  and  therefore  slight  it.  Such  a  rare  piece  is  the  soul  of 
man,  framed  by  God  after  His  own  divine  image,  so  precious  and 
endent  in  the  estimate,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is,  as  it  were, 
at  a  stand  to  find  anything  to  equal  it ;  what  shall  a  man  give  in 
exchange  for  his  soul  1  Matth.  xvi.  26.  Now,  to  speak  after  the 
manner  of  men,  how  is  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  grieved,  when  that 
which  He  hath  made  a  temple  for  Himself  to  dwell  in,  shall  by  sin 
be  made  a  den  of  dragons,  a  cage  of  unclean  birds,  a  harbour  for 
impure  thoughts  !  to  see  that  slighted,  which  Himself  holdeth  so 
near  and  dearly  beloved  unto  Him  !  1  Cor.  iii.  17. 

Hator  Pintus,  in  Eukitl. 

1603.  Christians  having  an  Eye  upon  the 
Heavenly  Rewards,  not  to  be  Daunted  at 
any  Outward  Troubles. 

Julius  C*sar,  that  great  Roman  emperor,  when  he  was  at  any 
time  sad  upon  the  thoughts  of  some  disaster  that  befel  him  in  the 
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way  of  his  dominion,  was  wont  to  say,  Cogita  te  esse  Cccsa, 
Think  that  thou  art  Caesar  ;  and  that  was  it,  that  put  him  into  a 
more  joyous  temper.  And  memorable  is  that  place  of  holy  writ, 
when  Jonadab  said  to  Amnon ; — Why  art  thou  lean  from  day  to  day, 
being  the  king's  son  1  2  Sam.  xiii.  4,  intimating,  that  he  could  have 
no  just  cause  to  pine  and  fret  away  himself,  being  the  king's  so 
and  heir  apparentto  the  crown,  whose  present  condition,  and  futr 
hopes,  might  make  him  easily  dispense  with  such  matters  as  wo 
be  grievous  to  others  ;  besides,  he  was  of  that  power  and  authori 
that  he  might  easily  remove  any  obstacle  that  lay  in  his  w 
Thus  it  may  very  well  be  said  of  every  true-hearted  Christian,  that 
having  an  eye  upon  the  reward,  they  should  not  be  daunted  at 
any  outward  thing  whatsoever,  but  to  think  upon  their  crown  and 
glory,  Heb.  xi.  26,  not  to  have  their  hearts  troubled,  and  to  w 
rlumpishly  and  heavily  in  the  ways  of  God  ;  for  they  are 
King  of  Heaven's  sons,  heirs  of  God,  co-heirs  with  Christ, 
children  of  the  bride-chamber,  and  therefore  to  rejoice  and  go  on 
with  an  holy  and  heavenly  cheerfulness  and  courage  in  all 
ways  of  God. 

Sutlonius  in  Vita.       Annotat.  in  Hi  ilia  Angl. 

1604.  The  Mystery  of  the  Blessed  Trinity, 
Shadowed  out  in  Familiar  Resemblances. 

In  a  fired  coal,  there  is  the  substance  of  the  coal,  the  light  of  the 
coal,  the  heat  of  the  coal,  and  yet  but  one  fired  coal  So  soon  as 
the  coal  is  fired,  there  are  these  three— substance,  light,  and  heat. 
So  in  the  divine  essence  (though  in  a  more  transcendent  way)  is 
there  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  Again,  it  may  be 
shadowed  out  in  a  man's  self ;  as  soon  as  ever  he  is  born  into  this 
world,  he  is  a  creature  to  God,  a  child  to  his  parents,  a  subject  to 
his  prince,  and  yet  he  is  but  one.  So,  so  soon  as  ever  that  God 
is,  (that  is  from  all  eternity,)  he  is  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost, 
yet  but  one  God. 

R,  Abbot's  Cattchism.       Damatctn.  Orthodox.  Fidei,  Lib.  ii  cap.  4. 

1605.  How  to  be  truly  Rich  and  truly 

Honourable. 

There  is  mention  made  of  a  painter,  that  having  drawn  the  pi 
ture  of  a  horse,  would  needs  have  him  foaming  at  the  mouth, 
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could  not  by  any  means  do  it.  Whereupon  in  a  great  rage,  he 
took  the  sponge  wherewith  he  made  his  pencils  clean,  and  threw 
it  at  the  picture,  intending  to  have  utterly  defaced  it :  but  it  so 
fell  out,  that  the  sponge  having  sucked  in  several  sorts  of  colours, 
effected  that  by  chance,  which  the  artist  by  all  his  industry  could 
not  compass.  Thus  it  is  with  them  that  strive  to  make  themselves 
great  and  eminent  in  the  world,  how  do  they  cark  and  care,  flatter, 
lie,  and  dissemble,  and  all  to  be  thought  somebody  among  their 
fearful  neighbours.  But  all  in  vain  ;  this  is  not  the  way  to  do  it : 
for  as  Charles  the  Fifth  told  his  son,  That  fortune  was  just  like  a 
woman,  the  more  you  woe  her,  the  further  she  flings  off.  Let 
every  good  Christian  then  take  up  the  sponge  of  contempt,  and 
throw  it  at  these  outward  eminencies.  Moses  did  so,  and  found, 
to  his  exceeding  joy,  that  the  abjection  of  vain  glory  was  the  ac- 
quisition of  that  which  was  true  and  real,  Heb.  xi.  24. 

Pltitarrh,  Moral.       Sir  Fr,  Bacon's  Advancement  of  Learning. 

1 606.  The  Difference  of  Good  and  Bad  Men 
in  their  Preparation  for  Death, 

A  wife  that  hath  been  faithful  to  her  husband,  and  waits  his 
coming  home,  let  him  knock  when  he  will,  she  is  always  ready  to 
open  the  door  unto  him  ;  but  another  woman  that  is  false  to  her 
husband,  and  hath  other  lovers  in  the  house,  if  her  husband 
chance  to  knock  at  the  door,  she  does  not  immediately  go  to  the 
door  and  let  him  in,  but  there  is  a  shuffling  up  and  down  in  the 
bouse,  and  she  delays  the  time  till  she  have  got  the  others  out  of 
the  way.  Thus  it  is  when  death  knocks  at  the  door  of  these 
earthly  tabernacles  of  ours,  here  is  the  difference.  A  good  man 
is  willing  and  ready  to  open  to  death,  his  heart  is  in  such  an 
heavenly  frame,  that  he  is  always  prepared  for  death ;  and 
seeing  by  faith  the  heavens  opened,  a  crown  prepared,  and 
God  in  all  His  glory,  it  cannot  be  expressed  with  what  cheer- 
fulness of  heart  he  welcomes  death,  that  so  he  may  take  pos- 
session :  whereas  the  atheist,  he  dares  not  die,  for  fear  of  a  non- 
esse,  that  he  shall  be  no  more;  the  profane  person  is  afraid  of 
death,  because  of  a  male-esse,  to  be  made  miserable ;  and  every 
wicked  ungodly  man  is  loath  to  die,  for  having  espoused  himself 
to  the  things  of  this  world,  he  shrinks  at  the  very  thought  of  death, 
and  cries  out  to  his  soul,  as  sometimes  Pope  Adrian  did,  0  my 
soul,  whither  goest  thou  1  thou  shalt  never  be  merry  more ;  or  as 
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those  ten  men,  Slay  us  not,  for  we  have  treasures  in  the  field 
wheat  and  of  barley,  and  of  oil  and  of  honey,  &c,  Jer.  xli.  8. 

Jer.  Borogh 's  Moses1  Choice.  Pits  mors  ultra  non  est  mors,  seJ  nomen  tan- 
turn  habet  mortis.  CArytost.  Homil.  in  Matth.  cap.  x.  P.  Junius  in 
Adriatic 


1 607.  Christ  to  be  the  Sum  of  all  our  A  ctions. 

There  is  mention  made  of  one  in  the  primitive  times,  who  being 
asked  what  he  was,  answered,  a  Christian.  What  is  thy  name  1 
he  answered,  Christian.  What  is  thy  profession  %  he  answered, 
Christian.  What  are  thy  thoughts  1  he  answered.  Christian.  Thy 
words  and  deeds,  what  are  they  ?  he  answered,  Christian.  What 
life  leadest  thou  ?  he  answered  still,  Christian.  He  had  so  di- 
gested Christ  into  his  soul  by  faith,  that  he  could  speak  nothing 
but  Christian.  And  thus  it  is,  that  Christ  is  to  be  made  the  sum 
and  ultimate  of  all  our  actions ;  we  must  labour  that  Christ  may 
be  made  one  with  us,  and  we  with  Him,  that  in  all  our  works  be- 
gun, continued,  and  ended,  we  may  still  conclude  with  that  1 
pression  of  the  church,  Through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 


Rich,  lie  Mediavilla,  C/avis  David. 


1608.  God's  Immutability. 


A  man  travelling  upon  the  road  espies  some  great  castle  ;  some- 
times it  seems  to  be  nigh,  another  time  afar  off ;  now  on  this  hand, 
anon  on  that  j  now  before,  by-and-bye  behind  ;  when  all  the  while 
it  standeth  still  unmoved.  So  a  man  that  goes  in  a  boat  by  water 
thinks  the  shore  moveth,  whereas  it  is  not  the  shore  but  the  boat 
that  passeth  away.  Thus  it  is  with  God,  sometimes  He  seemeth 
to  be  angry  with  the  sons  of  men,  another  time  to  be  well  pleased  ; 
now  to  be  at  hand,  anon  at  a  distance  ;  now  showing  the  light  of 
His  countenance,  by-and-bye  hiding  His  face  in  displeasure  ;  y* 
He  is  not  changed  at  all.  It  is  we,  not  He  that  is  changed.  H 
is  immutable  in  His  nature,  in  His  counsels,  and  in  all  His  pro- 
mises ;  whereas  all  creatures  have  and  are  subject  to  change, 
having  their  dependance  on  some  more  powerful  agent,  but  God 
being  only  independent,  is  (as  the  schoolmen  say)  omnino  immut 
bilis,  altogether  immutable,  Mai.  iii.  6. 


Hect.  Pintus  in  /saiam. 
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609.  The  Godly  Man  Rejoicing  in  Death. 

It  is  storied  of  Godfrey,  Duke  of  Bouillon,  that  when  in  that, 
his  expedition  to  the  Holy  Land,  he  came  within  view  of  Jeru- 
salem, his  army  seeing  the  high  turrets,  goodly  buildings,  and  fair 
fronts,  (though  but,  as  it  were,  as  so  many  skeletons  of  far  more 
glorious  bodies,)  being  even  transported  with  the  joyfulness  of  such 
a  sight,  gave  a  mighty  shout,  that  the  earth  was  verily  thought  to 
ring  with  the  noise  thereof.  Such  is  the  rejoicing  of  a  godly  man 
in  death,  when  he  doth  not  see  the  turrets  and  towers  of  an  earthly, 
but  the  spiritual  building  of  a  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  his  soul 
ready  to  take  possession  of  them,  how  doth  he  delight  in  his  dis- 
solution !  Especially  when  he  sees  grace  changing  into  glory, 
hope  into  fruition,  faith  into  vision,  and  love  into  perfect  compre- 
hension ;  such  and  so  great  are  the  exultations  of  his  spirit,  such 
mighty  workings  and  shoutings  of  the  heart  as  cannot  be  expressed. 

Mattk.  Paris  in  Hist.  Ang.        Felicistima  justorum  mors  tanjuam  puis  late- 
rum,  Ov.  Bern,  de  Transitu  Malachia. 

161  o.  Sin  to  be  Looked  upon  as  the  Cause  of 
all  Sorrow. 

In  the  course  of  justice  we  say,  and  say  truly,  when  a  criminal 
is  put  to  death,  that  the  executioner  cannot  be  said  to  be  the  cause 
of  his  death,  nor  the  sheriff  by  whose  command  he  doth  it ; 
neither  yet  the  judge,  by  whose  sentence  ;  nor  the  twelve  men,  by 
whose  verdict ;  nor  the  law  itself,  by  whose  authority  it  is  pro- 
ceeded in,  (for  God  forbid  that  we  should  indict  these,  or  any  of 
these,  of  murder ;)  solum  peccatum  liomicida,  sin,  and  sin  only,  is  the 
cause  and  occasion  of  all  sorrows.  It  is  not  the  looking  upon  any 
accidentals,  any  instrumentals  of  our  miseries  and  vexations,  but 
upon  the  principal,  the  prime  agent,  and  that  is  sin,  to  take  a 
wreak  or  holy  revenge  upon  that,  to  send  out  an  inquiry  in  our 
souls  after  that,  and  having  found  it,  to  pass  sentence  thereupon. 

L.  Andrew,  Winton,  Serm.  at  Court,  161 7.      Gloria  peccati  nulla  fettuda  tut 
est,    Ovid,  de  Rented. 

161 1.  The  Good  Mans  Comfort  in  Matter  of 
Worldly  Loss. 

It  was  a  handsome  conceit  of  a  great  Duke  of  Florence,  that  had 
for  his  arms  a  fair  spread  tree,  having  one  branch  only  lopped  off, 
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with  this  motto,  Uuo  avuho  non  deficit  alter  ;  intimating  there 
that  as  long  as  the  trunk  or  body  of  the  tree  was  well  rooted,  the 
was  no  fear,  though  a  branch  or  two  were  withered.  Thus  a  good 
man  bears  up  himself  in  the  matter  of  temporal  losses.  As  to  the 
matter  of  government,  if  a  David  be  gathered  to  his  fathers,  a 
Solomon  may  succeed  him  in  his  throne,  i  Kings  ii.  If  a  John  be 
cast  into  prison,  rather  than  the  pulpit  shall  stand  empty,  a  greater 
than  John,  even  Christ  Himself,  will  begin  to  preach,  Mark  i.  14. 
What  if  a  Sulpitius  die  at  Rome,  a  Tully  is  left  behind.  What 
though  a  good  king,  a  good  minister,  a  good  magistrate  be  re- 
moved, he  cheers  up  himself,  that  as  good  may  succeed  ;  however, 
he  lies  down  with  patience,  expecting  the  event.  If  God  take  away 
his  estate  in  this  world,  tnanet  altera  caslo,  he  looks  for  a  better  in 
Heaven,  2  Cor.  iv.  18  ;  if  he  be  traduced  by  men,  he  shall  be 
cleared  by  God,  Luke  vi.  21 ;  if  he  lose  his  life  here,  he  shall  find 
it  hereafter,  Matth.  xvi.  35. 

I  lector  Piittiis  in  Daniel,  cap.  iv. 

1 61 2.  Men,  upon  Hearing  of  the  Joys 
Heaven,  to  be  much  taken  therewith. 

The  Gauls,  an  ancient  people  of  France,  after  they  had  once 
tasted  of  the  sweet  wine  of  the  grapes,  that  grew  in  Italy,  inquired 
after  the  country  where  such  pleasant  liquor  was,  and  understand- 
ing of  it,  they  made  towards  the  place,  and  never  rested  till  they 
came  thither,  where  such  pleasant  things  grew.  Thus,  when  the 
minister  hath  endeavoured  to  lay  open  the  rich  and  precious 
things  of  God,  and  brought  unto  our  souls  some  of  the  clusters  of 
Canaan,  and  some  of  that  wine  which  is  to  be  drunk  in  the  king- 
dom of  Heaven,  let  it  be  our  parts  to  close  in  with  Him,  in  the 
pursuit  after  such  good  things,  and  not  to  let  our  hearts  rest,  till 
we  come  to  taste  the  sweet,  and  enjoy  the  benefit  thereof. 

Plutarch  in  Vita  Camilli. 

1 61 3.  Order  to  be  in  the  Church  of  God. 

As  there  is  an  order  in  God  Himself,  even  in  the  blessed  Trinity, 
where,  though  the  persons  be  co-eternal  and  co-equal,  and  the 
essence  itself  of  the  Deity  indivisible,  yet  there  is  the  first,  second, 
and  third  person  ;  and  as  in  God,  so  in  the  whole  creation,  angels 
have  their  orders,  thrones  and  dominions,  principalities  and  powers, 
Col.  i.  16,  and  an  archangel,  that  at  the  last  shall  blow  the  trumpet, 
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i  Thcss.  iv.  i<5 :  so  it  is  among  the  saints,  the  souls  of  just  men 
peifected,  all  of  them  have  enough,  none  of  them  want ;  yet  there 
is  a  difference  in  the  measure  of  their  glory,  because  every  one 
hath  his  own  reward  according  to  his  labour,  r  Cor.  iii  8.  Stars 
are  not  all  of  one  magnitude,  one  differs  from  another  in  glory, 
t  Cor.  xv.  41.  As  for  things  below,  some  have  only  a  being ; 
some,  being  and  life  ;  others,  being,  life,  and  sense ;  and  others 
besides  all  these  have  reason  and  understanding :  all  arts  and 
sciences,  before  they  can  be  learned,  must  be  reduced  into  order 
and  method  ;  a  camp  well  disciplined  is  a  perfect  pattern  of  good 
order  ;  nay,  there  is  a  kind  of  order  even  in  hell  itself,  a  place  of 
disorder  and  confusion.  Matt.  xii.  24.  And  shall  then  God  and 
Belial,  angels  and  men,  saints  and  devils,  Heaven  and  earth,  be 
all  in  order,  and  the  church  out  I  It  cannot  be,  the  church  is  to 
be  as  an  army  with  banners,  to  consist  of  governors  and  governed, 
some  to  teach,  and  some  to  hear,  ordine  quisquc  suo,  all  in  decency 
and  in  order,  1  Cor.  xiv.  40. 

Will.  Atiirsoll  on  Numb,  in  Prtface. 

16 1 4.  How  the  Human  Nature  may  in  some 
sort  be  said  to  Excel  the  Angelical. 

A  chain  that  is  made  up  of  coarse  gold,  may  in  some  sense  be 
said  to  outvalue  that  which  is  made  up  of  finer,  not  in  respect  of 
die  nature  and  perfection  of  the  gold,  but  because  there  is  a  very 
rich  jewel  fixed  unto  it.  So  the  angelical  nature  may,  in  respect 
of  its  pure  and  undefiled  quality,  be  said  to  excel  that  which  is 
human  ;  yet  the  human  in  another  way  excels  it,  because  there  is 
that  sparkling  diamond  of  the  divine  nature  fastened  unto  it,  Ver- 
hum  caro  factum*  the  Word  made  flesh,  the  Son  of  God  made  like 
unto  the  son  of  man  in  all  things,  {sin  only  excepted,)  passing  by 
the  angels,  taking  the  seed  of  Abraham,  Heb,  ii.  16. 

Hector  Pintus  in  Euk. 

161 5.  Mention  of  the  jfoys  of  Heaven  to  be  a 
Winning  Subject  upon  the  Souls  of  Men. 

It  is  reported  of  Adrianus,  an  officer  unto  Maximinianus  the 
Tyrant,  that  seeing  the  constancy  of  martyrs,  in  suffering  such 
grievous  things  for  the  cause  of  Christ,  was  very  earnest  to  know 
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what  was  that  which  caused  them  so  willingly  to  undergo  such 
exquisite  torments ;  one  of  them  (there  being  at  that  time  two 
and  twenty  under  the  tormentor's  hands,)  made  answer  in  that 
text  of  St.  Paul,  r  Cor.  ii.  9,  Eye  hath  not  seen,  ear  hath  not 
heard,  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive, 
what  is  laid  up  for  them  that  love  God.  Upon  the  hearing  where- 
of, Adrianus  was  converted  to  the  Christian  faith,  and  sealed  the 
profession  thereof  with  his  blood.  Thus  ought  the  very  mention 
of  the  joys  of  Heaven  to  be  as  a  winning  argument  to  work  upon 
the  souls  of  men,  not  to  sit  down  contented  with  the  greatest 
things  in  the  world,  if  they  once  appear  in  competition  with  the 
things  of  Heaven.  Shall  men's  hearts  stir  when  they  hear  of 
God's  wrath,  and  dreadfulness  of  His  displeasure  against  sin  1  and 
shall  not  their  hearts  burn  within  them  for  joy,  when  they  hear  of 
the  goodness  of  God,  and  of  the  riches  of  the  grace  of  God,  and 
of  the  wonderful  thoughts  that  He  hath  for  the  everlasting  good  of 
mankind  ? 

Laurent.  Surius  in  Vita  Adriani. 

16 16,  Reverence  to  be  Used  in  ike  Worship 
of  God, 

When  Moses  had  received  the  law  from  the  mouth  of  the  Law- 
giver Himself,  and  had  published  the  same,  and  finished  the  taber- 
nacle of  the  ark  and  sanctuary,  he  musters  up  all  the  tribes  and 
families  of  Israel,  from  twenty  years  of  age  upward.  The  number 
of  the  whole  army  was  six  hundred  and  three  thousand,  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  of  war,  besides  women  and  children,  and  stran- 
gers that  followed  out  of  Egypt ;  these  he  divides  into  four  gross 
and  mighty  battalions.  In  the  midst  of  them,  the  tabernacle  (as 
it  were  a  portable  temple,)  was  carried,  being  surrounded  by  the 
Levites,  and  the  Levites  by  the  other  tribes ;  so  that  not  only  the 
pagans  and  heathens  were  forbidden  access  unto  it,  but  the  sen- 
tence of  death  passed  upon  every  soul  of  the  Israelites  themselves, 
that  durst  be  so  bold  as  to  approach  it,  such  who  were  not  Levites, 
to  whom  the  charge  was  wholly  committed,  Numb.  iii.  8.  So  sacred 
was  it,  and  with  such  reverence  guarded  and  regarded,  that  two 
and  twenty  thousand  priests  were  dedicated  to  the  service  and  at- 
tendance thereof,  which  was  performed  with  such  dutiful  observ- 
ance in  the  preserving  and  laying  up  of  the  holy  vessels,  the 
solemn  removing,  together  with  the  prudent  and  provident  defence 
of  the  same,  that  it  might  well  procure  all  due  reverence  to  the 
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holy  things  of  God,  and  increase  zeal  and  devotion  in  such  as 
drew  near  unto  Him.  This  was  their  devotion  to  the  ark  of  God 
then,  and  afterwards  to  the  temple,  and  ought  to  be  continued 
among  all  good  Christians  to  the  house  of  God,  the  house  of 
prayer,  now  in  times  of  greater  light ;  but  (which  is  to  be  lamented) 
whereas  most  of  our  churches  have  two  doors  ;  superstition  crept 
in  long  since  at  the  one,  and  profaneness  hath  of  later  days 
shouldered  in  at  the  other ;  so  that  had  there  been  more  fear  and 
reverence  in  the  hearts  of  men  towards  the  worship  of  God,  and 
the  parts  thereof,  there  had  been  less  slighting  of  his  ordinances, 
and  much  less  contempt  of  His  word  and  commandments. 

Will.  Attersoll on  Kumber:.  Templum portabile.  Isidor.de Summ.  Bono.  ¥. 
Afarttntu  de  Rcpuh.  Ifeb.  R.  HoUkworlh 's  Serm.  at  St.  Faul't,  Lend., 
1624. 

161 7.  A  Good  Christian  -will  rather  Part 
with  his  Life  than  his  Integrity. 

PrERius  VaLErianos,  in  his  book  of  Egyptian  Hieroglpyhics, 
maketh  mention  of  a  kind  of  white  mouse,  called  the  Armenian 
mouse,  being  of  such  a  cleanly  disposition,  that  it  will  rather  die 
than  be  any  way  defiled,  so  that  the  passage  into  her  hole  being 
besmeared  with  any  filth,  she  will  rather  expose  herself  to  the 
mercy  of  her  cruel  enemy,  than  any  way  seek  to  save  her  life  by 
passing  so  foul  an  entrance.  And  thus  every  well-grounded,  true- 
hearted  Christian  will,  with  those  three  noble-spirited  Hebrews, 
choose  rather  to  he  cast  into  the  fiery  fumace,  than  worship  the 
golden  image,  Dan.  iii.  20 ;  with  Moses  rather  suffer  affliction 
with  God's  people,  than  live  a  pleasant  life  in  Pharaoh's  court, 
Exod.  ii. ;  with  Daniel  rather  be  fed  with  water  and  pulse,  than 
eat  of  the  king's  portion ;  in  a  word,  rather  part  with  estate, 
liberty,  life  and  all,  than  part  with  his  integrity. 

Lib.  xiiL       Hector  fintus  in  Ezeiiel. 

1 61 8.  To  have  Children,  Male  and  Female, 
God's  Great  Blessing. 

it  is  with  the  soul  and  the  body,  though  the  soul  be  far  more 
llent  than  the  body,  yet  the  soul  alone  is  not  so  perfect  as 
ben  soul  and  body  are  together ;  because,  though  the  body  be 
Dot  so  strong  in  constitution,  and  noble  in  condition  as  the  soul, 
yet  body  and  soul  in  creation  were  joined  together ;  hence  is  it 
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ise  is  it 


that  their  greatest  prefection  consists  in  unity :  so  likewise 
in  a  family,  though  sons  of  nature  are  more  perfect,  yet  because  it 
was  the  first  institution  of  a  family,  male  and  female,  therefore 
the  fullness  and  completeness  of  the  blessing  is  in  the  union  of  both. 
Sons  without  daughters  may  bear  up  the  name,  and  daughters  with- 
out sons  may  enlarge  the  family  ;  but  where  there  are  sons  and 
daughters  both,  is  the  perfection  of  the  blessing,  because  man  was 
so  made  at  the  first,  male  and  female  created  He  them,  Gen.  iL 


Jos,  Cary//  oh  Job  ii. 


1619.  The  Multitude  always  Desirous  of 
Change  in  Government. 

Livy  maketh  mention  of  the  citizens  of  Capua,  that  being  gathered 
together  in  a  mutinous  manner,  they  would  needs  depose  the 
senate  ;  and  being  weary  of  their  government,  agreed  to  put  them 
to  death  \  but  Pacuvius  Calavius,  the  head  magistrate,  being  willing 
to  save  them;  when  they  had  passed  sentence  upon  one  of  them  to 
have  him  executed,  bade  them  first  in  his  stead  to  choose  a  good 
and  righteous  senator.  At  the  first  they  were  all  silent,  not  know- 
ing how  to  find  a  better.  After,  when  some  odd  fellow  of  the 
crew,  past  all  shame  and  reverence,  seemed  to  nominate  one  to 
succeed,  by-and-bye  they  grew  to  loud  words  and  great  outcries ; 
some  said  flatly,  they  knew  not  the  man ;  others  laid  heinous 
things  to  his  charge  ;  some  saidi  he  was  of  a  base  and  beggarly 
condition  ;  others  objected  to  his  trade  and  way  of  living.  Thus 
they  grew  more  and  more  vehement  upon  the  proposals  of  a  second 
and  third  to  their  choice.  Whereupon  they  bethought  themselves 
and  repented  of  what  they  had  done  already,  considering  how 
much  they  failed,  and  were  to  seek  upon  every  new  election,  and 
so  at  length  they  were  content  to  keep  their  old  senators  still. 
And  just  thus  is  it  with  the  many-headed  multitude,'  neutrum 
modo,  mas  nwdo  vu/gus,  as  changeable,  inconstant,  and  variable  as 
the  weather,  never  at  any  certain ;  discontented  with  the  present 
government,  which,  if  changed  for  another,  they  like  that  no  better, 
weary  of  present  things,  desirous  of  change  and  alteration  ;  either 
they  serve  basely,  or  rule  proudly.  As  for  liberty,  that  is  the 
mean  betwixt  them  both,  they  have  neither  the  skill  to  despise 
with  reason,  nor  the  grace  to  entertain  in  any  proportionable 
measure. 

Livy,  Dicad.  tii.        Sir  Walter  RaUigh's  Hiit.  of  Uu  World, 
1  Sdlua  multorum  capitum. 
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1620.  Worldly  Policy  not  to  be  Prejudicial 

to  the  Honour  of  God. 

David,  coming  to  the  court  of  Achish,  King  of  Gath,  saw  himself 
in  danger,  and  thereupon  feigned  himself  mad,  1  Sam.  xxi.  13, 
which,  though  he  did  in  a  politic  way  to  save  his  life  ar.d  liberty, 
yet  he  had  no  warrant  so  to  do,  because  it  tended  not  only  to  his 
own  disgrace,  being  King  of  Israel,  but  it  was  also  dishonourable 
to  God  Himself,  whose  majesty  he  should  have  represented. 
Thus  there  are  some  that  think  it  good  policy  {and  so  it  is,  good 
worldly  policy)  to  rise  early,  and  go  to  bed  late,  to  eat  the  bread 
of  care,  and  work  full  hard  ;  yea,  they  have  set  hours  for  working, 
eating,  resting,  &c,  but  this  their  policy  (as  it  is  much  to  be 
feared,)  eats  up  the  service  of  God,  it  leaves  them  small  or  no 
time  wherein  they  may  offer  up  the  calves  of  their  lips  in  the 
morning,  Hos.  xiv.  g,  or  at  night  to  come  before  Him  with  an 
evening  sacrifice,  Psalm  cxli.  2  ;  and  therefore  prejudicial  to  His 
honour,  and,  as  the  Apostle  speaks  of  wisdom  in  the  same  respect, 
earthly,  sensual,  and  devilish,  Jam.  iii.  15. 

P.  Martyr,  in  locum.      Matth.  Griffiths,  Bethel. 

1 62 1.  To  be  Thankful  unto  God  in  the 
Saddest  Times  and  Conditions. 

It  was  a  pretty  sweet  passage  that  was  once  betwixt  a  distressed 
mother  and  a  child  about  eight  or  nine  years  of  age,  who  being 
reduced  to  such  a  strait,  that  hunger  began  to  pinch  them  both, 
the  child  looking  earnestly  on  the  mother,  said,  Mother,  do  you 
think  that  God  will  starve  us  1  No,  child,  answered  the  mother,  He 
will  not.  The  child  replied,  But  if  He  do,  yet  we  must  love  Him 
and  serve  Him.  Here  now  was  language  from  a  little  child,  which 
being  from  the  heart,  might  well  become  and  argue  a  child  of 
grace,  a  well-grown  Christian.  Such  an  one  was  Job,  though  God 
slay  him,  yet  he  will  trust  in  Him,  Job  xiii.  15  ;  and  the  rod  and 
staff  of  God  shall  be  David's  comfort,  Psal.  xxiii.  4 ;  and  St.  Paul 
had  so  learned  the  art  of  thankfulness,  as  in  all  conditions  to  be 
contented,  Phil.  iv.  11,  And  so  must  every  one  labour  to  have 
the  same  frame  of  spirit,  that  in  the  worst  of  times,  in  the  saddest 
of  conditions,  whether  public  or  private,  national  or  personal,  they 
be  thankful  unto  God,  and  speak  good  of  His  most  holy  name. 


Jos.  Caryl!  oh  Job  ii. 
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1622.  Ministers  to  be  Men  of  Gravity 
Experience. 

In  the  art  of  navigation  it  was  a  law,  wont  to  be  seriously  observed, 
that  none  should  be  master  of  a  ship,  or  master's  mate,  that  had 
not  first  been  a  sculler  and  rowed  with  oars,  and  from  thence  been 
promoted  to  the  stem.  And  in  military  discipline,  a  man  is  first 
enlisted  a  soldier,  then  riseth  by  degrees  before  he  comes  to  be 
commander.  The  Levites  under  the  law  were  first  probation 
before  they  were  allowed  to  be  practitioners.  Such  ought 
ministers  to  be,  men  of  gravity  and  experience,  not  such  as  run 
before  they  are  sent,  Jer.  xxiii.  ai,  and  thrust  themselves  into  the 
vineyard  before  they  be  hired,  that  come  from  Jericho  before  their 
beards  be  grown,  that  are  young  in  years,  and  as  young  in  qualities 
and  qualifications  relating  to  the  ministry,  young  Timothies,  and 
possibly  old  Demases,  that  have  not  shed  their  colt's  teeth,  nor 
scarce  sowed  their  wild  oats,  so  that  it  may  very  well  be  said 
them,  The  prophet  is  a  fool,  the  spiritual  man  is  mad,  Hos, 

G.  Nazianz.  in  laudtm  UariliL       Will.  AtUrtoll  en  Numb.  viiL 

1623.  Worldly  Policy,  not  to  Prejudice 

Truth  of  a  Good  Conscience. 

Rachel  having  stolen  her  father's  idols,  when  he  pursued  her, 
and  came  to  search  for  them  in  the  tent,  she  having  hid  them  in 
the  camel's  litter,  and  sitting  upon  them,  entreated  him  not  to  be 
angry,  though  she  rose  not  up  to  him  ;  for  she  was  sick,  as  she 
pretended,  and  said,  It  was  with  her  after  the  manner  of  women ; 
if  by  the  custom  of  women,  she  would  be  understood  to  be  in  tra- 
vail, then  she  told  a  flat  lie  ;  but  if  by  a  trick  of  mental  reserva- 
tion, she  did  use  that  ambiguous  phrase,  with  an  intention  to  de- 
ceive, then  at  the  best  she  did  but  equivocate  ;  and  even  in  so  say- 
ing, and  so  doing,  she  made  a  flat  breach  of  conscience.  Thus 
many  among  us  desire  to  be  at  as  little  charge  as  may  be  possible, 
whether  to  the  state  or  to  the  church  ;  and  therefore,  when  they 
are  pressed  by  or  for  either  of  these,  then  they  are  politically  sick 
in  the  purse,  make  themselves  poor  and  needy,  and  will  hardly 
part  with  a  penny  (if  they  can  but  with  common  civility  or  shame- 
less impudency  keep  it)  which  savours  not  only  of  unthankful 
hearts  to  God,  but  shows  that  they  have  most  wretched 


sciences,  caring  not  what  they  do,  so  as  they  may  keep  that  which 
(filsely)  they  call  their  own. 

Lifftmannus  in  Gtnei.       Seneca  de  Beneficiiz.       Gap.  Melo  in  Afatth. 
cap.  xxii. 

1624.  Holy  Duties  call for  Holy  Preparation. 

David  washeth  his  hands  in  innocency,  before  he  compasseth 
Ood's  altar.  Psalm  xxvi.  6,  and  Job  intending  to  sacrifice  unto 
Cod,  on  the  behalf  of  himself  and  his  children,  sends  to  them 
solemnly  to  prepare  themselves,  chap.  i.  5.   Nay,  the  very  heathens 
themselves  would  not  admit  any  to  come  to  their  religious  ser- 
vices, unless  they  were  first  prepared  ;  as  that  of  ^Eneas  to  his 
lather  Anchises,  upon  his  return  from  the  wars.  Tu  genitor  cape 
satm  matin ;  therefore  they  had  one  that  cried  out  to  the  people, 
Procul  /uric,  procul  esle  profani,  All  you  that  are  unclean  and  pro- 
fane, depart  hence  and  come  not  near  us.    And  shall  Christians 
then,  who  have  leamt  better  things,  touch  holy  things  with  unholy 
hands,  or  unholy  hearts  ?   No,  they  must  not.  they  ought  not : 
holy  duties  rail  for  holy  preparation ;  they  must  be  sanctified 
within  and  without,  before  they  come  to  the  performance  of  any 
holy  duty.    It  is  true  that  the  duty  sanctifies ;  but  it  is  as  true 
that  the  duty  seldom  sanctifies,  unless  men  be  sanctified  for  the 
duty ;  and  they  get  most  holiness  from  the  duty,  who  are  most 
holy  before  they  come  to  it. 

Virgil,  sEn/id.  Lib.  ii.       Cal.  Rhodogin,  Lect.  Var.      Jos.  Catyll 
on  Job, 

1625.  Attention  in  Hearing  Goa"s  Word 
commanded  and  commended. 

Many  there  are  in  our  days,  that  delight  to  have  rings  and  jewels 
hinged  at  their  ears,  and  they  account  it  a  great  ornament  unto 
them  ;  whose  vanity  the  poet  long  since  in  a  scoffing  manner, 
wered  :  It  is  (saith  he)  because  they  have  no  fingers  on  their 
(Is,  as  if  the  fingers  not  the  ears  were  made  for  rings.  How- 
this  may  be  said,  that  if  we  had  the  richest  jewels  the  east  or 
t  could  afford  us,  if  we  have  not  an  ear  bored  through  to  the 
a  hearing  ear  to  hear  the  Word  of  God,  they  are  no  better 
jewels  in  a  swine's  snout.  Oh  the  excellency  of  the  jewel  of 
attention  1  when  audirc  terminates  in  obcdire,  when  we  hear  the 
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Word  of  God  and  do  it,  when  we  understand,  believe  and  p 
what  we  hear. 

Plautits  in  Fanuio.       Plutarch  in  Rum.  A ntiquitat.       Jos.  Skates  I 
St.  Paul's,  Lond.,  1627. 

1626.  Worldly  Policy  not  to  be  in  anythh 
Prejudicial  to  Commutative  fust  ice. 

King  David  was  very  politic  in  contriving  how  to  work  him 
out  of  the  shame  of  adultery,  and  his  child  by  Bathsheba  out 
the  shame  of  bastardy ;  and  therefore  he  so  closely  carried  it,  that 
Uriah  was  slain,  and  then  he  took  her  to  wife  ;  but  because  it  did 
not  stand  with  justice,  first  to  deprave  the  wife,  then  to  depri' 
the  husband,  this  his  supposed  masterpiece  of  folly,  and  worl " 
policy,  is  (amongst  many  other  good  characters)  brought  in 
cross-bar  in  his  arms,  and  a  foul  blemish  in  his  coat,  1  Kings  xv, 
Thus  it  is,  that  few  of  us  make  any  conscience  at  all  of  that  j 
tice  which  is  commutative,  due  unto  our  neighbour.  Do  we  not 
sometimes  swear  and  lie,  and  swear  falsely,  and  lay  our  foundation 
in  the  blood  of  the  innocent,  rather  than  we  will  not  build  and  ell- 
large  our  houses  1  Yea,  are  not  many  of  our  buildings  raised  out 
of  the  ruins  of  Sion  1  What  care  we  to  take  advantage  of  our 
brother's  simplicity  'I  We  look  upon  inferiors  with  contempt  and 
scorn,  use  them  but  as  stirrups  to  mount  up  into  the  saddle  of  our 
own  private  ends  ;  or  like  so  many  ladders  to  reach  our  desij 
and  when  we  have  got  as  high  as  they  can  help  us,  then,  no 
ter  though,  ladder-like,  they  be  hung  up  by  the  walls.  As 
superiors,  we  either  do  not  know,  or  will  not  acknowledge  any,  li 
like  the  locusts,  as  if  we  had  no  supreme  authority,  (Prov,  xxx.  2 
no  law,  no  government,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  place  whei 
in  we  live. 

Jlfn/th.  Griffiths' Bethel.  Per  fat  ft  tie/as.       Gto.  Dcrwnham's  Serm. , 
Norwich,  1640. 

1627.  The  Best  of  Men  not  Free  from  Sin 

this  Life. 

As  a  man,  who  in  the  morning  washeth  his  hands,  and  goes  abr 
about  his  worldly  business,  though  he  doth  not  puddle  in  the  | 
or  rake  among  dunghills,  yet  when  he  returns  home  again  at 1 
ner,  or  at  night,  if  he  wash,  he  finds  that  he  hath  contracted  son 
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uncleanness,  and  that  his  hands  are  foul ;  there  is  no  man  can 
converse  with  an  unclean  and  filthy  world,  but  some  uncleanness 
must  needs  fasten  unto  him  :  even  so  it  is  with  the  souls  of  men, 
such  is  the  universal  corruption  of  human  nature,  that  the  souls  of 
the  best,  of  the  purest,  of  the  holiest,  though  they  do  not  rake  in 
the  dunghill,  and  wallow  in  the  mire  of  sin  basely  and  filthily,  yet 
they  do  from  day  to  day,  yea  from  moment  to  moment,  contract 
some  filth  and  uncleanness ;  they  may  be  clear  from  sinning  wilfully, 
and  with  delight,  (in  which  sense  it  is  said,  i  John  iii.  9,  He  that  is 
bom  of  God  sinneth  not,)  and  free  from  scandalous  sins,  where- 
into  many  of  God's  dear  children  have  through  inadvertency 
fallen  ;  but  they  can  never  acquit  themselves  from  sins  of  infirmity, 
such  as  do  inevitably  and  inseparably  cleave  unto  the  best  of  men, 
especially  considering  the  state  and  condition  wherein  they  are, 
having  cornipt  flesh  and  blood  about  them. 

Jot.  Car)'//  en  Job.       Nulhu  sanctus  d  iustus  card  peccalo,  &v.    Avg.  de 
Ecc/cs.  Dogmal. 

1628.  Children  of  Persons  Excommunicated 
to  be  Baptised. 

St.  Augustine  writing  (Epis.  lxxv.)  to  a  young  busy  bishop  called 
Auxilius,  on  the  behalf  of  one  Classicanus,  saith,  That  for  the 
offence  of  the  master  of  the  house,  whom  he  had  excommunicated 
before,  he  should  not  therefore  excommunicate  the  rest  of  the 
family,  and  deny  them  the  benefit  of  the  Sacrament  ;  for  (saith  he) 
herein  the  man  may  perish  that  is  a  friend,  and  the  devil  be  glad 
that  is  an  enemy.  Thus  in  a  manner  do  they  offend,  who  refuse 
to  baptise  the  children  of  those  that  are  excommunicated,  and 
such  as  are  bom  in  fornication,  because  their  parents  are  impeni- 
tent ;  as  though  the  son  should  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  father,  or 
the  wife  of  the  husband  ;  or  he  that  is  not  yet  bom,  the  iniquity 
of  them  that  are  bora,  contrary  to  that  of  Ezekiel,  chap,  xviii.  20. 

Nntlus  a  tefHuM prchibaulus  est,  <5rv.    Aug.  in  Enchirid. 

1629.  No  Man  so  Old  but  he  may  Learn 
something. 

Charles  V.  gave  for  his  arms  Hercules'  Pillars,  with  this  motto, 
Pius  ultra,  meaning  that  those  pillars,  which  are  Vw<i  Vi\\\?>  tDtfWfc 


H2  SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &c 


■e,  which 


entrance  of  the  Strait's  mouth,  should  not  bound  his  empire, 
he  intended  to  extend  further  (as  indeed  he  did  afterwards)  to 
America.  Thus  it  is  that  old  men  should  do  well,  if  they  did  sail 
by  his  compass,  never  to  set  any  bounds  to  their  knowledge,  not 
to  hug  themselves  in  their  great  experience,  as  if  there  were  not  a 
plus  ultra;  St.  Augustine,  in  his  old  age,  studied  the  Greek,  and 
Cato  the  rudiments  of  grammar.  As  for  God's  school,  that  doth 
not  only  teach  the  principles,  but  also  the  perfection  of  divine 
wisdom,  which,  not  being  attained  unto  even  in  oldest  age,  St. 
John  writes  as  well  to  you  fathers  as  to  you  young  men  ai 
children,  i  John  ii.  13 ;  intimating  that  the  fathers  themsel- 
have  as  much  to  learn  as  the  children. 

Impp.  Rom.  Vitce.       Ad  discendum,  quod  opus  est,  nulla  atas  sera  vidtri 
potest,  &C.    Aug.       Conr.  Zuingeri  Theat.  Hum.  V'ita. 

1630.  Religion  not  to  be  Made  a  Stalkin 
horse  to  Policy. 

One  of  the  Trent  doctors,  being  a  fisherman's  son  born,  while 
was  of  some  inferior  order,  would  always  cause  a  net  to  be  spread 
under  his  tablecloth,  when  he  was  to  sit  down  at  his  meat,  ai 
this  was  to  put  him  in  mind  from  whence  he  came,  that  so 
might  not  at  any  time  be  puffed  up  with  any  high  conceit  of  hi 
own  worth.  A  good  meaning,  had  it  been  real ;  but  it  so  fell  out, 
that  being  saluted  with  a  red  hat  from  the  conclave,  the  net  was 
presently  laid  aside ;  and  being  desired  to  tell  the  reason  why  it 
was  so,  made  answer,  I  have  now  caught  what  I  fished  for.  Thus 
it  is  that  religion  is  too,  too  often  made  a  stalking  horse  to  worldly 
policy,  so  that  when  they  have  gotten  enough  (as  they  think)  from 
God,  they  care  not  for  God  ;  and  when  the  fish  is  caught,  they 
lay  by  the  net :  for  they  do  but  go  a  fishing  with  holiness,  and  the 
profession  of  religion  ;  and  when  they  have  their  ends,  there  is 
end  also  of  their  profession. 

Matth.  Stiles'  Serm.  at  St.  George's,  Botolph  Lane,  Land.,  1 636.  Simula 

sanctitas. 

1 63 1.  The  Painful  Ministers  jfoy  at  th 
Time  of  his  Death. 

Jt  is  said  of  Gregorius,  sumamed  Thaumaturgus,  Wonder-wor 
when  he  asked  the  question,  being  now  ready  to  die  :  How  m 
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infidels  yet  remained  in  the  city  Neocsesaria,  answer  was  re- 
turned unto  him,  Seventeen ;  that  he  rejoiced  greatly  and  comforted 
himself,  and  gave  thanks  unto  God,  saying,  Totidem  erant  fidelts, 
&c.  There  were  only  so  many  faithful  and  believers  when  I  was 
made  bishop  of  that  place.  A  great  work  of  God  by  a  wonder- 
working man  !  And  such  will  be  the  crown  and  rejoicing  of  all 
painful  and  laborious  ministers  of  God's  Word  and  Sacraments, 
that  when  they  shall  be  ready  to  give  an  account  of  the  souls  com- 
mitted to  their  charge,  that  they  can  do  it  with  joy  and  not  with 
grief,  that  they  have  been  faithful  and  looked  more  after  the  flock 
than  the  fleece,  and  that  it  is  not  with  them  {as  it  often  falls  out 
with  too,  too  many)  whose  rising  hath  been  the  fall  of  the  church, 
and  mightiness  the  miseries  thereof. 

C.  iVyssettus  in  Vita.       Ruffin,  Lib.  ii.  cap.  9,       Bene  agtnte papula  nuns- 
quisqut  pro  sua  mcriio  rtntmttratur  sed  sjcerdjs  pro  bonis  omnium, 
Chrysost.  in  Mattk.  xxv. 

1632.  Parents  to  show  Good  Examples  to 
their  Children. 

We  may  read  in  the  fable,  what  the  mother-crab  said  to  the 
daughter,  Go  forward,  my  daughter,  go  forward  ;  the  daughter  re- 
plied. Good  mother,  do  you  show  me  the  way  ;  whereupon  the 
mother  crawling  backward  and  sidelong  as  she  was  wont,  the 
daughter  straight  cried  out :  Lo,  mother,  I  go  just  as  you  do.  Let 
parents  then  be  sure  that  their  carriage  be  just  and  justifiable, 
especially  in  the  sight  of  their  children,  lest  instead  of  being  their 
correctors,  they  prove  their  corruptors ;  let  them  never  be  able  to 
stop  their  mouths,  and  twit  them  in  the  teeth  (when  they  reprove 
them)  with  their  own  vicious  pattern,  as  if  where  the  parents  were 
naught  themselves,  the  children  should  hold  it  a  kind  of  sauciness 
to  be  good,  and  had  rather  be  bad  for  company  than  their  man- 
nerly carriage  should  seem  to  teach  their  betters. 

Malaga  Crtalurarum.       Probum  esse  oporlft  patron  qui  gna/um  stium,  &c. 
Piautus.       Malth.  Griffiths"  Bethel. 

1633.  The  Trial  of  True  and  False 
Professors, 

hs  it  was  with  Naomi  and  her  two  daughters-in-law,  Orpah  a.tvd 
Ruth :  all  die  while  that  she  was  Naomi,  beautiful  and  had  etwivii^jji, 
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they  both  stayed  with  her ;  but  when  Naomi  became  Mara,  bitter 
and  empty,  then  Orpah  took  her  leave  of  her,  but  Ruth  abode 
with  her  still,  chap.  i.  ;  here  was  the  trial,  whether  Orpah  or  Ruth 
had  the  more  sincere  affection  to  Naomi,  Ruth  loves  her  mother's 
person,  Orpah  her  outward  estate  and  preferment:  thus,  while 
religion  and  prosperity  go  together,  it  is  hard  to  say  which  a  man 
follows  ;  but  when  they  are  forced  to  a  separation,  where  the  heart 
was  will  soon  be  manifest.  Many  will  hold  on  with  God  as  long 
as  the  sun  shineth,  as  long  as  it  is  fair  weather,  as  long  as  the  pro- 
fession of  the  Gospel  is  countenanced  ;  but  if  the  storm  arise,  and 
troubles  come,  Matth.  vii.  37,  then  they  pull  in  their  heads,  then 
they  deny  and  forsake  God,  then  they  draw  back  from,  and  betray 
His  truth  ;  but  the  upright  in  heart  are  like  Ruth,  Ruth  i.  16,  17  ; 
whatsoever  becomes  of  the  Gospel,  they  will  be  shares  with  it  in 
the  same  condition,  be  it  affliction,  or  be  it  consolation  ;  be  it  fair 
weather,  or  be  it  foul ;  be  it  light,  or  be  it  darkness  ;  they  will  tak 
their  lot  with  it,  whatsoever  it  be. 


Jos.  Caryll  oh  Job  iii. 


will  take 
■x)lth 


1634.  The  Necessity  of  being  Found  wit  I 
Christ's  Righteousness. 

It  is  the  observation  of  St.  Ambrose,  that  Jacob,  though  he  were 
not  by  birth  the  first-born,  yet  hiding  himself  under  his  brother's 
clothes,  and  having  put  on  his  coat,  which  smelled  most  sweetly, 
came  into  his  father's  presence,  and  got  away  the  blessing  from 
his  elder  brother,  Gen.  xxvii.  36.  So  it  is  very  necessary  that  we 
lie  hid  under  the  precious  pureness  of  Christ  our  elder  brother, 
that  having  the  sweet  savour  of  His  garments,  2  Cor.  ii.  15,  our 
sins  maybe  covered  with  His  perfections,  and  our  unrighteousness 
with  the  robes  of  His  righteousness,  that  so  we  may  offer  up  our- 
selves unto  God  a  living  and  acceptable  sacrifice,  Rom.  xii.  1,  not 
having  our  own  righteousness,  but  that  which  is  only  to  be  found 
in  Christ  Jesus. 

De  Jacob,  Lib.  t.  cap.  2. 

1635.  The  Scoffing  Drunkard's  Sad 
Condition. 

There  is  mention  made  of  a  notable  soaker,  who  being  brought 
before  Pyrrhus  for  railing  against  him  in  his  cups,  said  :  It  is 
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that  I  spake  somewhat  against  thee ;  and  much  more  should  I 
have,  had  not  the  wine  failed  me.  Thus  it  appears  ex  conftsso, 
that  where  men  do  swill  immoderately,  they  will  make  every  object 
they  light  upon  matter  of  reproach  ;  no  person  shall  be  free  from 
their  derision  ;  they  will  observe  no  laws,  reverence  no  magistrates, 
respect  no  friends,  spare  no  cost,  regard  no  religion,  keep  no 
church,  fear  no  God,  Isa.  v,  n;  tell  them  of  God's  displeasure, 
like  so  many  Michols  they  will  jeer  you  to  your  face  ;  tell  them 
of  Solomon's  induction,  like  so  many  Edomites  they  will  make 
songs  of  you :  all  and  every  of  these  are  but  a  may-game  and  a 
mocking-stock  unto  them,  Prov.  xxiii.  ag,  30. 

Pluiarrk  in  Vita  Pyrrlu.       Matth.  GriffilAS  BetJiel. 

1636.  Graces  of  the  Spirit  to  be  Held fast  in 
the  Midst  of  Temporal  Losses. 

As  it  is  with  a  man  in  a  wreck  at  sea,  when  all  is  cast  overboard, 
the  victuals  that  feed  him,  the  clothes  that  should  keep  him  warm, 
yet  he  swims  to  the  shore  with  his  life  in  his  hand.  Or  as  it  is 
with  a  valiant  standard-bearer,  that  carries  the  banner  in  the  time 
of  battle,  if  he  sees  all  lost,  he  wraps  the  banner  about  his  body, 
and  chooseth  rather  to  die  in  that  as  his  winding-sheet,  than  let 
any  man  take  it  from  him,  or  spoil  him  of  it ;  he  will  hold  that 
fast  though  he  lose  his  life  with  it.  Thus  Job  in  all  his  troubles 
is  said  to  hold  fast  his  integrity,  chap.  ii.  verse  3,  and  so  must  all 
of  us  do,  hold  our  spirituals,  whatsoever  become  of  temporals. 
When  wife  and  children,  and  friends,  and  liberty,  and  life  and  all 
is  going,  say  unto  peace  of  conscience,  to  innocency  and  integrity, 
as  Jacob  said  to  the  angel,  (whether  they  be  those  summer-graces 
of  prosperity,  as  joy  and  thanksgiving;  or  the  winter-graces  of  ad- 
versity, as  patience  and  perseverance  ;  or  the  grace  of  humility 
that  is  always  in  season,)  We  will  not  let  ye  go  ;  for  indeed  there  is 
no  blessing  without  them.  There  is  not  a  man  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth,  but  if  he  be  of  a  heavenly  temper  and  spiritual  resolu- 
tion, will  in  the  greatest  storm,  in  the  hottest  assault,  wrap  himself 
round  about  with  his  integrity,  and  will  not  let  it  go  till  he  go 
along  with  it 


Jos.  Caryl!  in  locum,       T.  Fuller '1  Serm.  at  St.  Cltm.,  London,  165a. 
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1637.  Children  not  to  Marry  without 

Parents  Consent. 

Cyrus,  an  heathenish  king,  having  conquered  Babylon,  and  r 
turning  home  in  triumph,  was  offered  by  his  uncle  Cyaxares,  to 
have  his  daughter  in  marriage  ;  but  he  thanked  his  uncle,  praised 
the  maid,  liked  well  of  the  portion ;  as  for  consent  to  the  match, 
he  returned  this  answer :  Uncle,  I  commend  the  stock,  and  the 
maid,  and  the  portion  ;  howbeit  (saith  he)  by  the  counsel  of  my 
father  and  my  mother,  I  will  assent  unto  you  ;  as  if  he  had  said, 
without  their  advice  I  can  do  nothing.  And  thus  all  dutiful  chil- 
dren are  content  to  submit  to  their  parents'  directions,  and  to  be 
ordered  by  them,  especially  in  the  matter  of  so  high  concernment 
as  marriage :  thus  did  Jacob,  Gen.  xxviii.  1,  and  Samson,  not  as 
it  is  the  manner  of  children  now-a-days,  who  consult  with  their 
parents  last  of  all,  nay  regard  not  their  parents'  consent  at  all,  but 
make  their  choice  after  the  lust  of  their  eyes,  and  delight  of  their 
own  deceitful  hearts,  making  up  a  match  in  great  haste,  and  re- 
penting at  leisure. 

Xenophon,  Cyropad.  Lib.  viii.       Will.  Attersoll  oh  Numb. 

1638.  How  it  is  that  Wicked  Drunken  Men 

Think  fVell  of  themselves. 

There  is  a  story  of  a  Frenchman,  that  lodging  one  night  in  a 
courtesan's  house  at  Rome,  when  in  the  morning  he  took  his  gold 
chain,  he  found  it  would  go  but  thrice  about  his  neck,  whereas  it 
was  formerly  wont  to  go  four  times  ;  and  thereupon  he  guessed 
that  the  courtesan  had  (as  she  had  indeed)  taken  away  some  of 
the  links ;  but  she  cunningly  dissembling  to  excuse  her  fault, 
would  needs  make  the  Frenchman  believe  that  his  head  was  much 
swollen  that  night ;  and  to  confirm  her  words,  she  caused  him  to 
view  himself  in  a  false  glass,  which  made  all  things  seem  a  great 
deal  bigger  than  indeed  they  were  ;  and  so  not  knowing  how  to 
help  himself,  he  was  fain  to  persuade  himself,  that  all  the  fault  was 
in  the  growth  of  his  head.  To  this  chain  may  be  likened  the  soul 
of  man,  which  being  sober,  perceives  that,  by  intemperance,  the 
memory  and  understanding  (which  are  two  main  links  of  it)  are 
taken  away  ;  but  the  devil  (like  a  cunning  courtesan)  as  it  were 
by  a  false  glass,  makes  men  believe  it  is  nothing  so  ;  but  on  the 
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ntrary,  that  all  things  are  greater  than  they  were,  their  memory 
ater,  their  understanding  greater,  their  strength  greater,  their 
ts  riper  ;  whereas  it  is  nothing  so,  their  understanding  is  infatu- 
ated, their  will  perverted,  their  memory  enfeebled,  their  comeliness 
deformed,  all  oat  of  order. 

Otkon.  Melandri  Joce-stria.      Nalh.  Shutfs  Serm.  at  St.  Mild.,  Pvultney, 
Lond.,  1633.       Miiltum  merum  pauca  cogit  tapert.  Menand. 

1639.  The  Evil  of  Division. 

The  Rabbins  have  a  conceit,  why  after  the  work  of  the  second 
day  was  finished,  God  (beholding  what  He  had  done)  did  not  add 
any  approbation  to  it ;  when  He  made  the  light,  which  was  the 
first  day's  work,  He  approves  it,  God  saw  the  light,  and  said  it 
was  good ;  but  to  the  work  of  the  second  day,  God  subjoined  no 
approbation,  by  saying  it  was  good.  The  reason  which  they  give 
of  it  is  this,  because  then  was  the  first  disunion,  that  made  the  first 
second  that  ever  was  ;  all  before  was  one  (sub  unissimo  Dto)  under 
the  One-most  God.  But  to  leave  this  fancy  to  the  Jewish  doctors, 
among  many  others  of  the  like  nature,  there  is  somewhat  in  the 
notion  itself,  namely,  that  division  and  disunion  are  the  evils  of 
the  creature,  all  natural  disunions  are  the  afflictions  of  natural 
things.  And  so  civil  disunions  and  civil  dissentions  are  much 
more  the  afflictions  of  people  and  nations  ;  Christ  assures  us,  that 
the  strongest  kingdom  divided  cannot  stand,  Mark  iii.  24.  Where- 
as, contrarily,  weak  things  are  strong  by  union,  and  that  not  only 
by  union  with  the  strong,  but  by  union  amongst  themselves  ;  and 
things  obscure,  united,  are  honourable,  especially  when  united 
to  things  that  are  honourable. 

"Jos.  Caryll  on  Job.      Joh.  Plantavit.  Florileg.  Rabbinicum. 

1640.  The  Persons  of  Poor  Men  not  to  be 
Slighted. 

I  r  is  reported  of  Mr.  Fox  the  Martyrologist,  when  it  was  told 
him,  that  a  certain  man  (of  none  of  the  highest  or  greatest  calling) 
who  had  received  much  comfort  from  him  in  the  days  of  his 
trouble,  was  desirous  to  acknowledge  his  thankfulness  towards 
him,  and  asked  him,  whether  he  remembered  such  a  one,  he 
answered  : — I  remember  him  well ;  I  tell  you,  I  forget  lords  and 
ladies,  to  remember  such  as  he  is.  But  now  it  is  otherwise  in  the 
world  ;  many  there  are  that  look  so  high,  that  they  caivftCA.  &scenw 
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their  lower  brother,  whom  notwithstanding  God  loveth,  for  whom 
Christ  died,  and  to  whom  the  word  of  salvation  is  preached  :  nay, 
so  supercilious  and  lofty  are  most  men.  that  they  look  upon  a 
lower,  a  poorer  man,  no  otherwise  than  if  God  had  made  them  so 
on  purpose  to  be  laughed  at ;  but  let  all  such  know  for  a  certain, 
that  they  are  the  same  with  them,  and  though  they  have  not  vestem 
communem,  the  same  coat,  yet  they  have  cutem  common**,  the 
same  skin,  and  that,  he  that  mocketh  the  poor,  reproacheth  Him 
that  made  him. 


Rich.  Grcenham's  Worts.        Will  Attersoll  on  Philemon.       Nil  habtt  in/elii 
pauperis  durius  in  set  Qimm  quod  ridicules  homines  faeit.  Juvenal. 


1 64 1.    To  be  Careful  of  Extraordinary 
Drinking. 


Cvrus,  the  Persian  monarch,  being  demanded  of  his  grandfather 
Astyages,  why  he  would  drink  no  wine,  answered,  For  fear  lest 
they  give  me  poison,  for  quoth  he,  I  noted  yesterday,  when  you 
celebrated  your  nativity,  that  some  body  had  poisoned  all  the 
wine  they  drank,  because  at  the  taking  away  of  the  cloth,  not  one 
of  all  those  that  were  present  at  the  feast  arose  in  his  right  mind. 
Let  all  men  take  heed  then  how  they  multiply  their  cups,  as  in 
that  feast  of  Ahasuerus  at  Shushan,  Esther  i.  8,  where  every  man 
drank  as  much  as  he  list,  but  content  themselves  with  Timothy's 
modicum  prescribed  by  St.  Paul,  1  Tim.  v.  23.  One  cup  is  enough, 
two  are  too  much,  and  three  too  little  ;  but  how  may  that  be '? 
When  a  man  hath  taken  off  three,  he  is  fit  (if  possible)  for  three 
hundred,  and  then  ab  hilaritate  ad  ebrietaUm  lubricus  est  gradus, 
he  shall  find  to  his  sorrow  that  from  mirth  to  madness  the  step  is 
very  slippery. 

Xenophon  in  Cyropadia.       Ltid.  Vives  in  Exertitai.  Ling,  Lot. 

1642.  The  Great  Pains  that  Wicked  Men 
take  to  Go  to  Hell. 

It  is  observed  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  one  of  the  kings  of  Syri 
that  he  was  a  most  cruel  persecutor  of  the  church,  and  undertoo 
more  troublesome  journeys,  and  went  upon  more  hazardous  de- 
designs,  merely  to  trouble,  vex,  and  oppose  the  church  of  the  Jews, 
than  ever  any  of  his  predecessors  did  about  any  other  conquest. 
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or  noble  enterprise;  and  he  travelled  more  miles  to  do  mischief 
(as  he  will  find  that  compareth  their  journeys)  than  any  of  the 
saints  did  to  do  good  ;  and  thereupon  concludes  the  story  of  him, 
with  this  general  truth  concerning  all  wicked  men  ;  that  they  go 
with  more  pains  to  eternal  death,  than  the  saints  to  eternal  rest ; 
that  they  toil  themselves  more,  and  suffer  more  hardship  to  work 
out  their  own  damnation,  than  the  godly  do  to  work  out  their 
salvation.  Thus  it  is  that  a  wicked  ungodly  man  is  said  to  travail 
with  pain  all  the  days  of  his  life,  Job  xv.  20,  and  wearying  himself 
in  the  way  to  hell  doing  the  devil's  drudgery  :  and  whereas  a  good 
man  is  merciful  to  his  beast,  he  is  unmerciful  to  himself,  and  tires 
himself  more  than  a  good  man  will  tire  his  beast,  Pro  v.  xii.  10  ; 
for  he  that  will  follow  sin  and  serve  his  own  lusts,  (especially  the 
lusts  of  pride  and  oppression)  serveth  a  hard  master,  one  that  will 
make  him  sweat  for  it,  and  pay  him  home  at  last  with  eternal 
death  j  so  that  the  work  of  sin  is  bad  enough  ;  but  (as  to  the  sin- 
ner) the  wages  is  worse,  Rom.  vi.  23. 

Joh.  liuntingtts,  Binerarium  Patriarch.  <Sv.       Jot  Caryll  on  Job. 

1643.  Proper  Names  of  Men,  not  to  be  so 
much  Regarded  as  Appellative. 

A  poor  shepherd  in  Germany,  when  divers  observing  the  Cardinal 
of  Cologne,  and  admiring  his  pomp  as  a  prince,  whereas  his  call- 
ing was  but  a  bishop  ;  O,  says  the  shepherd,  aim  damnatus  fuerit 
rex,  quid  Jut  de  episcopo  ?  if  the  great  duke  should  go  to  hell 
for  pride,  what  would  come  of  the  humble  bishop  1  Thus  as  with 
titles,  so  is  it  with  the  names  of  men  ;  it  is  not  the  proper  name, 
but  the  appellative ;  not  the  nominal,  but  the  real  that  makes  a 
good  construction  in  God's  grammar  ;  Abraham  is  a  good  name, 
but  the  father  of  the  faithful  is  a  better  :  Moses,  a  good  name  ; 
but  the  servant  of  God  much  better  :  David,  a  good  name ;  but 
a  man  after  God's  own  heart,  far  better :  so  it  may  be  said  of  St. 
John,  he  had  a  good  name ;  but  to  be  the  beloved  disciple  of 
Jesus  Christ,  was  much  beyond  it:  Paul,  a  good  name  ;  but  to  be 
a  chosen  vessel  of  the  Lord,  much  more.  So  that  grace  is  not 
tied  to  names ;  Theodorus,  Theodosius,  Dorothy,  Theodotus, 
Deodatus,  Adeodatus,  all  signifying  the  gift  of  God,  may  well  be 
given  to  our  children  ;  but  it  is  the  grace  of  God  that  maketh 
happy.  No  man  hath  the  mystery  of  his  fortune  written  in  his 
name.    Names  are  not  prophetical,  much  less  magical ;  yet  the 
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civil  use  of  them  is  for  distinction,  nomen  quasi  noiamen  ;  and  the 
religious  use  of  them  hath  by  good  antiquity  been  always  observed 
in  the  sacrament  of  baptism. 

T.  Adams  on  2  Pet,  Ex  nominis  significatione  nan  at  judicandum  de  men- 
ial.   Demosth.       R.  HoldsworiR 3  Serm.  at  St.  Peter-le-Poor,  Land.,  1632. 

1644.  Excessive  Drinking  condemned. 

Anacharsis  had  a  saying,  that  the  first  draught  of  wine  is  for 
thirst,  the  second  for  nourishment,  the  third  for  mirth,  the  fourth 
for  madness  ;  whereupon  Callisthenes  being  pressed  to  quaff  off  a 
great  bowl  of  wine  (which  bowl  they  called  Alexander)  gravely  re- 
plied :  That  he  would  not  for  drinking  of  Alexander,  stand  in  need 
of  ^Esculapius,  i.e.,  he  would  drink  no  more  than  what  should  do 
him  good.  And  it  were  heartily  to  be  wished,  that  all  men  were 
of  his  mind  ;  but  so  it  is,  that  now-a-days,  a  drunken  health  (like 
the  conclusion  in  a  syllogism)  must  not  be  denied  ;  yea,  such  and 
so  excessive  is  the  custom  of  high  drinking,  that  St.  Basil  makes 
it  a  wonder,  how  the  bodies  of  drunkards,  being  by  nature  framed 
of  earth,  do  not  with  so  much  moisture  dissolve  into  clay  and  water. 

Aumk.  in  Sopkolog.        Theopompus  in  Hist.        "Attuc  novnoits  o  oZvoc, 
Philemon.       Basil,  llomil.  xiii.  in  Ebrietat.  et  Luxum. 

1645.  Books  of  Piety  and  Religion,  Testi- 
monials at  the  Great  Day  of  Judgment. 

It  is  usual  in  Scripture  to  ascribe  a  testimony  to  the  more  notable 
circumstances  and  accidents  of  human  life,  as  to  the  rust  of  hoarded 
money,  Jam.  v.  3,  to  the  solemn  publications  of  the  Gospel,  the 
dust  of  the  Apostles'  feet,  Matt  x.  14.  And  so  downward  in  the 
primitive  times,  when  grown  persons  were  baptised,  they  were 
wont  to  leave  a  stole  or  white  garment  in  the  vestry  for  a  testi- 
mony and  witness  of  their  baptism.  Wherefore,  when  one  Elpido- 
phorus  had  revolted  from  the  faith,  the  deacon  of  the  church  came 
and  told  him,  O  Elpidophorus,  I  will  keep  this  stole  as  a  monument 
against  thee  to  all  eternity.  And  thus  it  is,  that  books  of  piety 
and  devotion,  being  public  monuments,  are  much  of  this  nature, 
a  testimony  likely  to  be  produced  in  the  day  of  judgment,  not  only 
against  the  authors,  but  the  persons  by  whom  they  shall  happen 
to  be  perused,  in  case  on  either  side  there  be  any  defection  in 
judgment  or  manners,  from  the  truths  therein  expressed. 

T.  .Wanton  in  Prafat.    Com.  in  Jacobum.      NUtphorus  in  Hist.  Ecelesiast. 

Lib.  iii. 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &C.  321 


1646.  Atheistical  PVicked  Men,  at  the  Hour 
of  Death,  forced  to  confess  God's  Judg- 
ments. 

It  is  the  report  of  a  reverend  divine  (now  with  God),  Dr.  West- 
field,  concerning  an  atheist  in  England.  A  young  man,  says  he, 
was  a  papist,  but  soon  fell  into  dislike  of  their  superstition  :  he  be- 
came a  protestant,  but  that  did  not  please  him  long ;  England 
could  not  content  him,  he  reels  to  Amsterdam ;  there  he  fell  from 
one  sect  to  another,  till  he  lighted  upon  the  Familists :  the  first 
principle  they  taught  him  was  this — there  is  no  God,  (as  indeed 
they  had  need  to  sear  up  their  consciences,  and  dam  up  all  natural 
light  that  turn  Familists) ;  hereupon  he  fell  to  a  loose  life,  com- 
mitted a  robbery,  was  convicted,  condemned,  and  brought  to  die ; 
at  the  execution  he  desired  a  little  time,  uttering  these  words: — Say 
what  you  will,  surely  there  is  a  God,  loving  to  His  friends,  terrible 
to  His  enemies.  And  thus  it  is,  that  the  lewdest  reprobates,  the 
most  wretched  atheists  that  spit  in  the  face  of  Heaven,  and  wade 
deepest  in  blood,  are  forced  at  the  time  of  death,  when  they  see 
the  hand-writing  of  God's  judgments  upon  the  wall,  Dan.  v.  5,  to 
confess  there  is  a  God,  who  is  just  in  all  His  ways,  and  wondrous 
in  all  His  works,  Rev.  xv.  3. 

yuliamts  Antiochus. 


1647.  Fleshly  Lusts,  the  Danger  of  Them. 

Ir  is  said  of  the  torpedo,  a  kind  of  dangerous  sea-fish,  that  it  is  of 
so  venomous  a  nature,  that  if  it  chance  to  touch  but  the  line  of 
him  that  angles,  the  poison  is  thereby  derived  to  the  rod,  and 
thence  to  the  hand  of  him  that  holds  it ;  whereupon  the  party  is 
so  benumbed  and  stupified  on  a  sudden,  that  he  loseth  the  use  of 
his  limbs.  Even  so,  when  enchanting  lusts  insinuate  themselves 
into,  or  indeed  but  barely  touch  upon  voluptuous  minds,  they 
grow  (with  the  companions  of  Ulysses)  not  only  brutish,  but 
withal  so  senseless,  that  they  have  not  the  power  to  think  a  good 
thought,  or  to  do  any  good  action. 

PS*.  Nat.  Hist.  Lib.  xxxii.  cap.  I,       Ovid,  Ma. 
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1648.  The  Grand  Impostry  of  Pretended 

Revelations. 

Mahomet,  that  grand  hellish  impostor,  often  pretended  visions 
from  Heaven  ;  and  the  story  assures  us,  that  he  cunningly  made 
use  of  the  disease  of  his  body,  to  persuade  his  disciples  of  the 
soundness  of  his  doctrine  ;  for  being  afflicted  with  the  falling-sick- 
ness, when  at  any  time  a  fit  was  upon  him,  he  made  the  people 
believe  that  he  was  in  ecstasy,  or  ravishment  of  the  spirit  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  angel  Gabriel,  who  revealed  many  mysteries  unto 
him  :  and  having  by  long  use  and  familiarity  taught  a  pigeon  to 
feed  at  his  ear,  he  by  art  prevailed  with  the  people  to  feed  at  his 
poisonous  mouth,  as  if  his  words  had  been  the  inspirations  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  who  (as  he  affirmed)  came  then  to  him  in  the  form  of 
a  dove,  and  taught  him  those  secrets.  Thus  it  is,  that  when  vain 
men,  such  as  the  apostle  calls  filthy  dreamers,  Jude  8,  would 
put  a  new-nothing  upon  the  world,  as  an  infallible  truth,  and  have 
it  swallowed  down  without  chewing,  received  without  disputing, 
then  usually  they  pretend  that  it  is  quid  divirtum,  a  doctrine  or 
message  come  down  immediately  from  God  ;  and  so  shaping 
their  own  dark  conceptions  by  the  light  of  divine  revelation,  do 
with  the  more  estimation  put  off  either  such  points  of  doctrine,  or 
such  rules  of  policy  as  themselves  have  only  invented. 

Fr.  SylburgH  Mahometha .      Jos.  Caryll  en  yob  iv. 

1649.  To  be  Favourable  in  the  Censure  of 

our  Brother. 

In  Friesland  there  was  a  false  prophet,  one  George  David,  who 
called  himself  God's  nephew,  and  said,  that  Heaven  was  empty,  and 
that  he  was  to  choose  some  to  fill  it,  and  none,  forsooth,  must  come 
there  but  whom  he  liked.  And  we  have  some  amongst  us,  such 
mad  prophets,  that  will  elect  and  damn  whom  they  please  ;  but 
as  themselves  say,  The  pope  hath  no  power  to  make  saints,  so  we 
may  very  well  say,  They  have  no  authority  to  make  devils  ;  every 
man  is  to  be  reputed  honest  till  he  be  disproved  ;  charity  thinks 
no  evil,  1  Cor.  xiii.  5. 

ycA.  SMtfaiSs  Comment.       Quid  de  quoqttc  viro  el  ctti  dicoi  Jape 

Horat.  Ep.  i. 
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1650.  The  World's  Deceitfiilncss  and 
Treachery. 

It  is  said  of  the  city  of  Athens,  that  it  was  a  goodly  place  for  a 
philosopher  to  pass  through,  for  there  he  should  see  and  hear 
many  things  that  might  better  his  understanding,  (it  being  as  it 
were  the  nurse  and  mother  of  all  learning,)  but  it  was  not  good  for 
him  to  stay  there,  because  he  could  hardly  live  in  safety.  So  may 
it  well  be  said  of  this  world,  that  if  a  man  do  but  only  pass 
through  it,  he  may  behold  many  admirable  works  of  God  to  better 
his  knowledge,  but  if  he  take  up  his  abode  here,  then  he  is  in 
jeopardy  of  his  life ;  for  the  world  salutes  passengers  after  a 
friendly  manner,  and  bids  them  welcome,  but  with  that  proviso  to 
his  servants,  which  Judas  gave  to  his  complices,  Whomsoever  I 
shall  kiss,  that  is  He.  hold  Him  fast.  Matt.  xxvi.  48 ;  treacherously 
kissing  and  killing  them,  entertaining  them  with  a  smile,  but  send- 
ing them  home  not  by  cheering,  but  by  weeping-cross.  It  gives 
them  for  a  while  the  liberty  of  the  house,  to  call  for  what  they  list, 
they  may  have  all  the  deadly  sins  at  their  service,  but  they  shall 
have  a  cutting  reckoning  in  the  end :  conscience  keeps  the  bar, 
and  will  make  them  pay  with  a  witness.  For  in  the  very  height  of 
their  contentments,  they  shall  be  arrested  upon  an  action  of  riot, 
and  (if  God's  great  mercy  prevent  not)  be  cast  into  hell  without 
bail  or  mainprize,  for  ever. 

Treasury  of  Ancient  and  Modern  Times.       M<ttth.  Griffiths'  Bethel.  Cen- 
scicntia  codtx  est  in  quo,  <5re.    Chrysost.  in  Psalm. 

1 65 1.  Commonness  of  the  Death  of  others, 
taking  away  the  Sense  of  Death. 

It  is  said  of  birds  that  build  and  roost  in  steeples,  being  used  to 
the  continual  ringing  of  bells,  the  sound  disquiets  them  not  at  all ; 
or  as  those  that  dwell  near  the  fall  of  the  river  Nilus,  the  noise  of 
the  water  deafens  them  so,  that  they  mind  it  not.  Thus  it  is,  that 
the  commonness  of  the  death  of  others,  is  made  but  as  it  were  a 
formal  thing  ;  many  have  been  so  often  at  the  grave,  that  now  the 
grave  is  worn  out  of  their  hearts  ;  they  have  gone  so  often  to  the 
house  of  mourning,  that  they  are  grown  familiar  with  death,  they 
look  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  custom  for  men  to  die  and  be  buried  ; 
and  when  the  solemnity  is  over,  the  thoughts  of  death  are  over 
also  ;  as  soon  as  the  grave  is  out  of  their  sight,  ptepaiaXvOTi  lot 
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grave  is  out  of  their  mind,  then  they  go  to  their  worldly  business, 
trading  and  dealing,  yea  to  coveting  and  sinning,  as  if  the 
man  (that  ever  should  be)  were  buried. 

Jos.  Caryll  on  Job  iv.       Vivttnt  /lamina  tay.quam  mors  nulla  sequatur 

1652.  Silence  in  the  Cause  of  God's  Honour 
condemned. 

Herodotus  writes  of  a  dumb  son  that  Crcesus  had,  who,  when  his 
father  was  endangered  in  a  battle,  on  a  sudden  his  tongue  was 
loosed,  and  he  cried  out,  Parce,  rex  est,  O  spare  him,  he  is  the 
king.  So,  when  God's  glory  is  in  question,  what  a  numbness,  what 
a  dumbness  is  it,  not  to  say,  O  spare  him,  He  is  the  Lord  ! 
Luther  will  be  accounted  proud,  passionate,  enemy  to  the  pope, 
or  anything  rather  than  to  be  found  guilty  of  sinful  silence,  when 
the  cause  of  God  suffereth.  To  hear  blasphemers  wound  and 
tear  the  sweet  and  sacred  name  of  Christ  in  pieces,  would  make  a 
dumb  man  speak,  though  there  be  a  time  (yet  an  evil  time)  whe 
a  prudent  man  is  to  hold  his  peace,  Amos  v.  13. 


In  Clio,  Lib.  i ,  cap.  85.       In  Episi.  ad  Staup. 


Hen 


1653.  The  Deepest  Dissembler  at  one  time  or 
other  Discovering  himself. 

Xenophon  writes  of  the  Persians,  that  they  taught  their  children 
to  he  to  their  enemies,  and  to  speak  truth  to  their  friends  ;  but 
they  soon  forgot  the  distinction,  and  so  discovered  themselves. 
As  it  is  in  the  fable  :  a  wolf  being  crept  into  a  sheep's  skin,  went 
so  long  to  school,  till  he  came  to  the  spelling  of  his  paternoster ; 
and  being  asked,  what  spells  p  and  a,  he  answered,  pa  ;  then  what 
spells  t,  e,  r,  he  answered,  ter  ;  put  them  together,  said  the  master ; 
the  wolf  cried,  agnus;  Ore  protulit  quod  in  corde  fuit,  saith  the 
moral,  intimating  that  the  deepest  dissembler  will  at  one  time  or 
other  discover  himself.  No  man  can  personate  another  long, 
neither  can  any  so  transform  himself,  but  now  and  then  you  shall 
see  his  heart  at  his  tongue's  end.  The  devil  may  transform  him- 
self into  an  angel  of  light,  and  men  may  seem  to  be  zealous  in  a 
good  matter,  when  their  hearts  are  ranging  after  their  lusts ;  yet 
mark  them  well,  and  at  one  time  or  other,  you  shall  find  that  true, 
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which  the  damsel  said  unto  Peter,  Thou  art  a  Galilean,  thy  speech 
lewrayeth  thee,  &c,  Mark  xiv.  70. 

Lib.  de  Insttl.  Cyri.      Laur.  Abstemius  in  Afytholog.     Nemo  potest personam 
fictam  din  fern,  &v.    Sen.  Ep.  ad  Neronem. 

1654.  IVise  Men  dying  as  well  as  Fools. 

t  is  observed  concerning  Paracelsus,  (a  great  physician,  and  a 
man  exceedingly  well  versed  in  chyraical  experiments,)  that  he 
iragged  and  boasted,  that  he  had  attained  to  such  wisdom  in  dis- 
erning  the  constitutions  of  men's  bodies,  and  studying  remedies, 
lat  whosoever  did  follow  his  rules,  and  keep  to  his  directions, 
Kould  never  die  by  any  disease;  casually  he  might,  and  of  age 
ie  must ;  but  he  would  undertake  to  secure  his  health  against  all 
iseases  :  a  bold  undertaking  !  But  he,  who  by  his  art  promised 
0  protect  others  to  the  extremity  of  old  age  from  the  arrest  of 
eath,  could  not  by  all  his  art  and  skill  make  himself  a  protection 
n  the  prime  of  his  youth,  but  died  even  as  one  without  wisdom, 
lefore  or  when  he  had  seen  but  thirty,  Eccles.  ii.  16.  Thus  it  is, 
tat  wise  men  many  times  do  not  only  die  as  well  as  fools,  but,  as 
bols,  without  wisdom.  They  who  have  most  worldly  wisdom, 
sually  die  with  the  least,  in  not  preparing  wisely  for  death  ;  they 
may  be  said  to  have  had  wisdom,  but  they  die  as  if  they  never 
lad  had  any — that  is,  they  apply  not  their  wisdom  while  they  live, 
0  fit  themselves  for  their  death  ;  they  die  before  they  understand 
hat  it  is  to  live,  or  why  they  live  ;  and  so  dying  unpreparedly, 
ley  die  foolishly. 

T.  Fuller's  Holy  State.       Christoph.  Pealii  Mellificium  Hist.       Jot.  Caryir* 
Serm.  on  yob  iv.  21. 

1655.  Neglect  of  Restitution  condemned. 

Great  lady  in  Barbary,  being  a  widow,  called  to  her  an  English 
merchant,  trading  in  those  parts,  with  whom  she  knew  her  hus- 
>and  had  some  commerce,  and  asked  him  if  there  were  nothing 
wing  to  him  from  her  deceased  husband.  He  after  her  much 
mportunity  acknowledged  what,  and  showed  the  particulars.  She 
tendered  him  satisfaction,  (yea,  and  after  his  many  modest  refusals, 
as  being  greatly  benefited  by  the  dead  Barbarian,)  forced  him  to 
take  the  uttermost  penny,  saying  thus,  1  would  not  have  my  hus- 
land's  soul  to  seek  your  soul  in  hell  to  pay  his  debts.  Hxw.  ticch 
was  a  fire  in  a  dark  vault,  great  zeal  in  blind  ignorance,  %&va.% 

VOL  If.  ic 
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that  by  the  candle-light  of  nature,  which  St.  Augustine  deliv< 
long  since  for  a  doctrinal  truth,  Noti  dimUtitur  peccatum  nisi 
rtstituatur  abiatum,  thus  in  Mr.  Latimer's  old  English,  Either 
restitution  or  hell.  But  O  the  sadness  of  these  grasping  times  ! 
where  is  the  man  that  restoreth  what  is  unjustly  taken  away,  what 
hath  been  indirectly  gotten  1  the  estates,  credits,  goods,  and  good 
names  of  men  are  taken  away,  by  exactions  and  slanders  ;  but 
where  is  the  man  that  maketh  restitution  ?  Zaccheus  may  vei 
well  rise  up  in  judgment  against  such  a  griping  and  exacting  gi 
ration  as  this  is,  Luke  xix.  8. 

T.  A  Jams'  Serm.  on  2  Peter.       Si  in  iptem  mittitur,  qui  nan  dedit  rem  pro- 
priam,  ubi  putas  mittendus  erit,  frc     Aug.  cU  Verb.  Dom.  cap.  20. 

1656.  Wives  to  Love  their  Husbands 
cordially. 

It  is  not  without  some  significancy,  that  the  church,  in  the  sol 
nity  of  marriage,  ordaineth  that  there  shall  be  a  gold  ring  ;  of  gold 
it  must  be,  intimating  that  love  should  abound  betwixt  the  married 
couple,  love  the  best  of  graces ;  and  round  it  must  be,  to  show 
that  love  must  continue  to  the  end ;  besides,  this  ring  must  be 
put  by  the  man  upon  the  fourth  finger  of  the  woman,  signifying 
also  thereby,  that  as  there  is  a  vein  in  that  finger  which  corres- 
pondeth  with  the  heart  ;  so  she  should  be  cordially  affected  to 
her  husband,  having  no  thought  in  that  kind  of  any  other  man  as 
long  as  he  lives,  whom  God  by  His  ministry  hath  given  unto  he 

Matth.  Griffith  Bethel.       ret.  de  Clavis-ruieis. 

1657.    The  Wicked  Mans  Folly  in  hi 
Worldly  Choice. 

When  an  heir  is  impleaded  for  an  idiot,  the  judge  commands 
apple  or  a  counter,  with  a  piece  of  gold,  to  be  set  before  h 
to  try  which  he  will  take  j  if  he  take  the  apple  or  the  counter,  and 
leave  the  gold,  then  he  is  cast  for  a  fool,  and  so  held  by  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court,  as  one  that  is  unable  to  manage  his  estate, 
because  he  knows  not  the  value  of  things,  or  how  to  make  a  true 
election  of  what  is  fittest  for  him  in  the  way  of  subsistency.  T.  ' 
is  the  case  of  all  wicked  men,  thus  foolish  and  much  more :  1  " 
bugles  and  diamonds,  counters  and  gold  are  before  them, 
leave  tlie  diamonds  and  the  go\d,  and  please  themselves  with 
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ami  baubles.  Nay.  when  (which  is  infinitely  more  sottish)  Heaven 
and  hell,  life  and  death  are  set  before  them,  they  choose  heJl  rather 
than  Heaven,  and  death  rather  than  life  ;  they  take  the  mean,  transi- 
tory, trifling  things  of  the  world,  before  the  favour  of  God.  the 
pardon  of  sin,  a  part  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  an  inheritance  amongst 
the  saints  in  light  celestial. 

Swiiiburn,  Court  of  Wards  and  Liveries.       Mutant  quadrata  ittundis. 

1658.  Custom  in  Sin  hardly  Broken  off. 

There  is  an  apologue,  how  four  things  meeting,  boasted  their 
incomparable  strength— the  oak,  a  stone,  wine,  and  custom.  The 
oak  stood  stoutly  to  it,  but  a  blast  of  wind  came  and  made  it  bow, 
the  axe  felled  it  quite  down.  Great  is  the  strength  of  stones,  yet 
gutta  cava/,  a  continual  dropping  wears  them  away,  and  a  hammer 
beats  them  to  pieces.  Wine  overthrows  giants  and  strong  men, 
senators  and  wise  men,  et  quid  non  pocula  possunt  f  yet  sleep  over- 
comes wine.  But  custom  invicta  manet,  remains  unconquered. 
Hence  it  was  that  the  Cretans,  when  they  cursed  their  enemies, 
did  not  wish  their  houses  on  fire,  nor  a  sword  at  their  hearts,  but 
that  which  in  time  would  bring  on  greater  woes,  that  mala  consue- 
tUiiinr  delidentur,  they  might  be  delighted  with  an  ill  custom  ;  and 
to  say  truth,  custom  in  sin  is  hardly  broken  off ;  when  vices  are 
made  manners,  the  disease  is  made  incurable  ;  when  through  long 
trading  and  custom  in  sin,  neither  ministry  nor  misery,  nor  miracle, 
nor  mercy,  can  possibly  reclaim  ;  a  man  may  very  truly  write  on 
that  soul,  Lord  have  mercy  on  it.  For  custom  is  not  another 
nurture,  but  another  nature,  and  what  becomes  natural  is  not 
easily  reduced ;  it  is  the  principal  magistrate  of  man's  life,  the  guide 
of  his  actions,  and  as  we  have  inured  ourselves  at  the  first  set- 
ting out  in  this  world,  so  commonly  we  go  on,  unless  we  be  turned 
by  miracle,  and  changed  by  that  which  is  only  able  to  do  it,  the 
grace  of  God. 

Laurent.  Abstemii  Mytholog.        Laqueo  tenet  ambiticsi  Consuetudo  malt. 
Juvenal.        Arath.  Shale's  Serin,  at  St.  Mildred's,  Poultney,  Lend.,  1627. 

1 659.  Wives  to  be  Subject  to  their  Husbands. 

When  the  sun  is  down,  the  moon  takes  upon  her  the  government 
of  the  heavens,  and  outshines  the  stars,  yet  not  without  borrowing 
her  best  light  from  the  sun  ;  but  when  the  sun  appears  she  vails 
her  light,  and  by  degrees  vanisheth  out  of  sight.     So  \)cie.  mltSw 
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her  husband's  absence  shines  in  the  family,  tanquam  inter  >g 
tuna  minora,  like  the  fair  moon  amongst  the  lesser  stars ;  but 
when  he  comes  in,  it  will  be  her  modesty  to  contract  and  with- 
draw herself,  by  leaving  the  government  to  him  only  ;  Cardinal 
Wolsey's  Ego  et  rex  meus,  I  and  my  king,  is  insupportable  in  poli- 
tics, so  I  and  my  husband  is  insufferable  in  the  economics  ;  for 
let  but  the  moon  get  the  upper  hand  of  the  sun,  the  wife  over 
husband,  the  glory  of  that  family  must  needs  be  eclipsed. 


Horalius.       R.  Burtons  Melancholy. 


1660.  The  Safety  of  God's  People. 


Plutarch,  in  the  relation  of  Alexander's  wars,  saith,  that  w, 
he  came  to  besiege  the  Sogdians,  a  people  who  dwelt  upon  a  rock, 
or  such  as  had  the  munition  of  rocks  for  their  defence,  they  jeered 
him,  and  asked  him  whether  his  soldiers  had  wings  or  not  t  Un- 
less your  soldiers  can  fly  in  the  air,  we  fear  you  not.  Such  is  the 
safety  of  God's  people,  He  can  set  them  upon  a  rock  so  high,  that 
no  ladders  can  be  found  long  enough  to  scale  their  habitatio 
nor  any  artillery  or  engine  strong  enough  to  batter  them  down, 
xxxiii.  16  ;  so  that  unless  their  adversaries  have,  and  those  m 
than  eagle's  wings,  to  soar  higher  than  God  Himself,  they  cannot 
dp  them  the  least  annoyance.  Their  place  of  defence  is  the  mu- 
nition of  the  rocks,  safe  enough  from  all  dangers  whatsoever, 

Plutarth,  in  Vita.       Joi.  Caryl! on  Job. 
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1 66 1.  Not  to  Consent  unto  Sin. 


When  Lucretia,  that  gallant  Roman  lady,  was  ravished  by  Tarquin, 
Augustus  made  this  observation  : — Duo  fuerunt  et  unus  adulterium 
admisit ;  there  were  two  persons,  and  but  one  adulterer  ;  a  conju 
tion  of  bodies,  but  a  distraction  of  minds.  This  is  the  d 
condition  of  every  regenerate  man,  sin  is  rather  done  on  him, 
of  him  ;  there  will  be  sensus,  but  his  care  is  that  there  shall  not 
be  consensus,  not  the  least  consent  unto  sin.  Though  lust  yield, 
and  sin  must  be  bred,  yet  he  is  sure  to  lock  up  the  midwife  of  con- 
sent, that  it  may  prove  an  abortive  brood,  be  stifled  in  the  wo 
and  still-born.  And  thus  ought  all  of  us  to  do,  if  sinners  em 
us,  not  to  consent  unto  them,  Prov.  i.  10.  All  of  us  have 
about  us,  a  very  body  of  death,  Rom.  vii.  24.  Satan  the  father 
is  ready,  lust  the  mother  is  willing,  keep  away  consent  the  raid- 


ijunc- 

not 
eld, 
:on- 

Kst 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &c. 


229 


wife,  that  though  sin  be  done  upon  us,  we  may  have  this  inward 
comfort  that  we  consented  not. 

Sueton.  in  Vila.        T.  Adams  on  2  Ptt. 

1662.  Children  to  Submit  to  their  Parents' 

Correction. 

It  is  said  of  jElian,  that  after  he  had  been  long  absent  from  his 
lather,  and  being  asked,  what  he  had  learned,  answered,  he  should 
know  that  ere  long ;  and  in  the  meantime  his  father  correcting 
him,  he  took  it  in  good  part,  and  said,  Sir,  you  see  I  have  learned 
somewhat,  for  I  have  learned  to  bear  with  your  anger,  and  patiently 
to  endure  what  you  please  to  indict  upon  me.  Thus  it  is  that 
children  should  show  their  obediercj,  in  quietly  bearing  their 
parents'  corrections,  Prov.  xv.  5.  The  rod  of  correction  being 
monile  itigenuorum,  such  a  jewel  that  it  makes  God's  jewels  of  so 
many  as  willingly  submit  thereunto ;  it  is  the  unum  tucasarium,  a 
most  necessary  lesson  to  be  learned — necessary  for  parents,  be- 
cause they  are  bound  to  do  it,  and  for  children,  because  they  are 
by  God  commanded  to  suffer  it. 

Cm".  KhoJogin,  Lat.  Var.  Lib.  xxii.  <•<)/,  22.       Natiant.  dt  Piagi  Gromiinis. 

1663.  The  Different  Effects  of  the  Gospel 

Preached. 

As  the  same  light  of  the  sun  offendeth  weak  eyes,  but  comforteth 
those  that  are  stronger  sighted,  and  as  the  heat  thereof  hardens 
dav.  but  softens  wax  ;  or  as  the  same  star  is  to  some  <pwaQa/>o*, 
to  others  toTrepo*,  to  some  a  morning  star  ushering  in  light  and 
day,  and  to  others  an  evening  star,  bringing  darkness  and  night ; 
so  the  gospel  is  preached  indifferently  to  all  manner  of  persons, 
warni  Tip  \au;  to  all  people,  but  it  works  in  a  different  manner,  it 
hath  not  the  like  effect  on  all  people  ;  forasmuch  as  being  received 
by  the  faithful,  it  produceth  in  them  life  and  salvation,  as  contain- 
ing all  the  causes  thereof  in  itself ;  but  being  rejected  by  unbe- 
lievers, it  becometh  in  them  the  occasion  of  a  greater  condemna- 
tion, and  makes  their  perdition  inevitable  :  to  some  it  is  a  comfort, 
to  others  a  terror ;  the  rise  of  one  man,  and  the  fall  of  another, 
Luke  ii  34- 

Amiohtt.  of  Sundry  Divines  on  x  Cor.  ii,  1. 
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1664.  Content  with  God's  Good  Pleasure  a 
Great  Blessing. 

When  ^Esop,  with  the  rest  of  his  fellow-slaves,  were  put  to  c 
burdens  to  a  city,  one  chose  to  carry  this  merchandise,  another 
that ;  every  one  had  his  choice,  and  vEsop  chose  to  carry  the 
victuals.  Every  one  laughed  at  this,  that  he,  being  the  weakest, 
had  elected  the  heaviest  burden  ;  away  they  went  together,  and 
after  some  miles  they  went  to  breakfast;  his  burden  was  the  lighter 
for  that ;  then  to  dinner,  it  was  lighter  still ;  then  to  supper,  now  it 
was  easy ;  the  next  day  they  had  eaten  up  all  his  burden,  and  he 
went  empty  to  the  city,  whither  they  being  laden  could  not  reach. 
Thus  it  is  in  the  world,  the  covetous  man  chooseth  gold  for  his 
burden  ;  the  proud,  fine  clothes ;  the  ambitious,  mountains  of 
honour  ;  every  worldling  his  several  luggage  ;  but  a  child  of  God 
contents  himself  with  God's  good  pleasure,  and  sets  up  his  rest 
with  that  of  St.  Paul,  if  he  have  food  and  raiment,  therewith  to 
rest  contented,  1  Tim.  vi.  8,  and  so  he  goes  the  lighter  to  heaven. 

In  /Esopi  Vita.        Trahit  sua  qucmquc  ivluntas. 

1665.  Children  to  be  Carefully  Educated 
Parents. 

It  was  a  saying  of  Alexander,  that  he  was  as  much  beholden  to 
Aristotle  for  his  breeding,  as  to  Philip  his  father  for  begetting  him  ; 
for  the  one,  said  he,  gave  me  a  being,  the  other  a  well-being.  St 
Paul  was  brought  up  at  Gamaliel's  feet,  Timothy  was  instructed  in 
his  youth,  and  king  Saul  tells  David  that  Goliath  was  a  man  of  war 
from  his  youth  up,  1  Sam.  xvii.  33.  All  this  is  to  show  that  children 
should  be  carefully  and  religiously  educated  by  their  parents  ;  for 
they  can  never  fight  the  Lord's  battles  as  they  should,  that  are 
not  swom  soldiers  in  their  very  swaddling  clothes.  What  a  guard 
lies  that  man  open  at,  that  wants  manners  and  religious  education  ! 
Every  one  espies,  and  either  jeers  or  pities  his  breeding,  every 
step  he  treads,  and  word  he  speaks,  bewrays  him  to  a  kind  of 
nothing  in  the  habit  of  somebody ;  he  is  commonly  used  like  a 
whetstone,  for  every  one  to  sharpen  their  wit  upon  ;  and  if  at  any 
time  he  counterfeit  and  look  big,  yet  he  may  be  easily  discovered 
to  be  an  ass,  for  all  the  lion's  skin  that  he  stalks  in. 

/Yufan-ii,  /tfiofhthegm.       Jtr.  Letch's  Serm.  at  St.  Paufs,  London,  1624. 
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1666.  God  loveth  a  Cheerful  Giver. 

It  is  Pliny's  observation,  that  never  any  good  came  to  a  man  by 
offering  a  beast  in  sacrifice,  renitentcm  et  se  trahetttem  ab  aris,  such 
a.  one  as  violently  drew  back  from  the  altar,  and  could  not  be 
brought  to  it,  but,  as  it  is  said,  like  a  bear  to  the  stake,  with  much 
force.  Thus  it  is  in  the  matter  of  charity  and  liberality,  that  which 
is  extorted  from  a  man,  he  properly  giveth  not  ;  liberality  implieth 
liberty,  and  necessity  and  liberty  in  this  kind  cannot  well  stand 
together.  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver,  2  Cor.  fx.  7,  because  he 
gives  his  heart  first  to  Him,  before  he  gives  his  alms  to  the  poor, 
and  giving  that  with  lightsome  countenance,  he  more  refresheth 
the  receiver,  giving  him  hope  of  future  bounty.  Bis  dat  qui  cito 
rial,  {said  the  heathen,)  He  that  gives  quickly,  gives  twice,  first  to 
the  expectation,  then  to  the  necessity  of  his  wanting  brother ;  and 
with  such  a  giver  God  is  well  pleased. 

Bit  estgratum  si  quod  opus  est  ttltro /(rat.       Antiotat.  of  Sundry  Divinet,  &v. 

1667.  An  Uncharitable  Rich  Man  no 
Heavenly-minded  Man. 

When  Dionysius,  the  Syracusan  tyrant,  saw  what  heaps  of  gold 
and  silver  his  son  had  hoarded  up  in  his  closet,  he  asked  him,  what 
he  meant  to  let  it  lie  there,  and  not  to  make  friends  with  it  to  get 
the  kirgdom  after  his  decease.  O  fili,  nan  est  in  te  animus  regni 
capax,  Son  (says  he)  thou  hast  not  a  spirit  capable  of  a  kingdom. 
And  thus  we  may  safely  conclude,  wheresoever  we  see  a  wealthy 
rich  man  piling  up  his  bags,  and  purchasing  the  whole  country 
about  him,  and  yet  perceive  no  works  of  charity  or  piety  in  him, 
that  he  is  no  heavenly-minded  man,  and  justly  say  of  him,  Non  est 
in  Mo  animus  regni  Ccelorum  capax,  He  hath  not  a  soul  capable  of 
the  kingdom  of  Heaven. 

Jutttn.  Lib.  li.        Nihil  miterius  est  quam  propter  iiummos  Deum  cotttcmnere. 
Ambrot.  in  Epist. 

1668.  Children  to  Set  their  Hands  to  all 
Honest  Employments. 

The  patriarchs  of  old  were  principal  men  and  princes  in  their 
generations,  yet  their  tender  daughters  were  brought      to  fosutfj, 
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household  business  ;  Rebekah  went  with  her  pitcher  on  her  shoul- 
ders, to  give  drink  to  her  father's  camels,  Gen.  xxiv.  15.  And 
the  seven  daughters  of  the  priest  of  Midian  accustomed  themselves 
to  draw  water,  and  fill  the  troughs  to  water  their  father's  sheep, 
Exod.  ii.  16.  And  some  say  (how  true,  is  uncertain)  that  Christ 
himself  wrought  as  a  carpenter  at  his  father's  reputed  trade.  Such 
was  the  harmless  simplicity  of  those  days,  and  such  was  the  obedi- 
ence of  children,  that  even  she  that  was  appointed  to  be  the 
mother  of  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  kings  refused  not  to  set  her 
hand  to  ordinary  employments.  But  how  is  the  case  altered  in 
these  days  of  ours  !  Our  delicate  damsels  are  ready  to  urge  Re- 
bekah's  example  for  the  wearing  of  bracelets  and  jewels  about  their 
necks,  but  they  will  not  hear  of  Rebekah's  carrying  the  pitcher 
upon  her  shoulders ;  they  would  be  clothed  like  the  lilies  of  the 
field,  but  they  cannot  endure  to  spin,  not  work  at  all.  So  that 
whereas  Solomon's  good  housewife  laid  her  hands  to  the  whee" 
Prov  xxxi.  1 9  ;  they,  for  want  of  taking  pains,  (especially  if  one 
married,)  set  all  upon  wheels,  and  while  they  do  nothing,  they  ur 
do  themselves,  and  bring  all  to  nothing. 

MattA.  Griffiths'  Bethel.  Baroniiu. 

1669.  The  Right  Use  of  Human  Learning  in 
Divinity. 

It  is  seen  by  experience,  that  when  a  man  crops  a  flower  from  the 
earth,  he  can  get  nothing  out  of  it  but  the  sweetness  of  the  smell, 
or  delightfulness  of  the  colour ;  but  when  the  diligent  bee  comes, 
he  will  make  another  manner  of  work  with  it,  he  will  extract  honey, 
which  is,  as  it  were,  the  very  spittle  of  the  stars.  So  when  simple 
carnal  minded  men  read  the  poets  and  the  philosophers,  they 
gather  nothing  but  delight  and  pleasure  ;  but  when  the  diligent 
bee  comes,  a  wise  man,  a  serious  considerate  man,  he  draws  honey 
and  comfort  out  of  them.  Or  (which  is  more  to  the  purpose)  as  a 
man  that  cometh  into  a  garden  of  roses,  and  seeing  them  blush 
upon  him,  is  not  afraid  to  pluck  one,  yet  in  the  meantime  he  hath 
a  great  care  that  he  do  not  prick  his  fingers  :  so,  in  reading  of 
poets  and  philosophers,  we  should  pluck  the  rose,  but  shun  the 
thorn  or  prickle ;  always  take  the  best,  and  be  sure  to  avoid  that 
which  is  harmful,  for  the  mixture  is  such,  that  as  the  rose  grows  in 
the  midst  of  thorns,  so  the  doctrine  of  the  poets  is  mixed  wi 
barbarism,  superstition,  and  corruption. 

flnmfrtn       Dan.  Fcatly's  Clavis  Mystita.       Grig.  A 
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j  670.  Drunkenness  a  Great  Punishment  of 
itself. 

There  is  mention  made  of  a  monk  at  Prague,  who  having  heard 
at  shrift  the  confessions  of  many  drunkards,  wondered  at  it,  and 
for  experiment  would  try  his  brain  with  this  sin ;  so  accordingly 
stole  himself  drunk.  Now,  after  the  vexation  of  three  sick  days, 
to  all  that  confessed  that  sin,  he  enjoined  no  other  penance  but 
this :  Go  and  be  drunk  again.  Surely  his  meaning  was  like  that 
of  Seneca,  Scekris  in  scdere  supplicium,  that  drunkenness  was  a 
torment  and  affliction  to  itself.  And  most  certain  it  is.  that  be- 
sides all  other  plagues,  drunkenness  is  a  woe  to  itself.  When 
the  carouser  pours  in  his  wine,  it  troubles  him,  and  he  would  give 
somewhat  to  avoid  it;  when  it  offends  the  stomach,  it  troubles 
him  worse  ;  when  it  comes  up  again,  it  troubles  him  worst  of  all, 
so  that  the  merry  madness  of  a  few  hours  is  paid  home  with  the 
afflictions  of  a  tedious  age,  Prov.  xxiii.  29. 

Kadnlph.  Foruerms,  Select.  Lib  Hi-        Uhi  regnat  ebrietat  ratio  exulat,  finr. 

Raven. 

1 67 1.  Men  to  be  Careful  in  the  Choice  of 
Servants. 

Cohstantius,  the  father  of  that  good  emperor  Constantine,  gave 
it  out  upon  a  time,  that  all  such  Christians  as  would  not  leave 
their  religion  and  deny  the  faith,  should  be  deprived  both  of  their 
honours  and  their  offices,  and  thereupon  some  (with  Demas  and 
Diotrephes,  loving  pre-eminency)  forsook  Christ,  and  embraced 
this  present  world,  2  Tim.  iv.  10  ;  others  stood  confidently  to  it, 
accounting  all  but  dung  and  dross  in  comparison  of  Christ,  Phil, 
iii.  9,  with  whom  they  chose  rather  to  die,  than  for  life  or  liberty, 
honour  or  offices  to  deny  Him.  When  the  emperor  had  by  this 
means  made  a  perfect  discovery,  who  were  true  Christians,  and 
who  false,  by  a  public  edict  he  banished  all  the  halting  hypocrites 
out  of  his  dominions,  saying,  They  would  never  be  faithful  to  him, 
who  were  false  unto  their  God.  And  what  he  then  said  of  subjects, 
may  as  truly  now  be  said  of  servants,  They  can  never  be  faithful 
to  their  masters,  that  are  false  to  their  Maker.  It  doth  therefore 
concern  men  to  take  up  David's  resolution,  to  be  careful  in  the 
choice  of  their  servants,  and  to  entertain  such  only  as  have  been 
well  principled  in  religion,  such  as  have  been  ■we.W'vcvaVra.c'v.t^'va. 
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their  duties  to  God  and  man.  Psalm  ci.  6,  7  ;  if  otherwise  they 
may  prove  to  be  poison  to  their  children,  moths  to  their  ward- 
robes, thieves  to  their  store,  and  an  ill  example  to  the  whole 
family. 

In  Hist.  Tripart.  Matt  A.  Griffiths"  Betid. 

1672.  The  Necessity  of  using  Human  Learn- 

ing in  Divinity. 

It  was  the  saying  of  Menander,  that  lived  three  hundred  years  be- 
fore St.  Paul,  Evil  words  corrupt  good  manners,  1  Cor.  xv.  33  ;  of 
Aratus,  We  are  the  workmanship  of  God,  Acts  xvii.,  and  of  Epime- 
nides,  The  Cretians  are  always  liars,  evil  beasts,  slow  bellies,  Tit  L 
12.  All  three  of  them,  men  famous  in  their  generations,  though 
such  as  knew  not  God,  nor  had  any  glimpse  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  yet  the  great  doctor  of  the  Gentiles  scorns  not  their  say- 
ings, but  brings  them  into  the  garden  of  God,  and  there  makes  as 
so  many  flowers  of  them.  Nay,  Christ  Himself  owns  Socrates 
and  Plato,  the  one  for  that  golden  rule.  Quod  tibinon  vis  fieri, 
Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so 
to  them,  Matth.  vii.  11 ;  and  the  other  for  that  excellent  caution, 
Malice  cura  teipsum,  Physician  heal  thyself,  Luke  iv.  23.  Vain 
then  must  needs  be  the  opinion  of  such,  that  think  there  is  nothing 
to  be  uttered  in  sermons  or  other  divine  discourses  but  Scripture. 
Alas  !  they  understand  not  what  perfection  God  requires  to  be  in 
him  that  is  truly  called  a  man  of  God,  one  fitted  to  every  good 
work,  that  can  speak  to  a  poet  after  the  manner  of  a  poet,  and  to 
a  philosopher  in  the  language  of  a  philosopher,  which  unless  he 
can  do,  and  so  accommodate  himself  to  the  party  with  whom  he 
deals,  it  is  impossible  he  should  be  a  fit  and  complete  man  in  the 
service  of  God,  the  neglect  whereof  hath  been  a  great  inlet  to  idle- 
ness, negligence  and  ignorance  in  the  study  of  divinity. 

Mart.  Day  on  I  Cor.  xv.       Diog.  Laert.       Sacerdotis  est,  in  omni  doctrina 
esse  versatum,  6rc.    Ambros.  in  //exam. 

1673.  Blessedness  of  the  Poor  in  Spirit  in  the 
Matter  of  Hearing  Goa"s  IVord. 

It  is  fabled  that  when  Juno  on  a  day  had  proclaimed  a  great  re- 
ward to  him  that  brought  her  the  best  present,  there  came  in  a 
physician,  a  poet,  a  merchant,  a  philosopher,  and  a  beggar.  Th 
physician  presented  a  hidden  secret  of  nature,  a  prescript  able 
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make  .in  old  man  young  again  ;  the  poet,  an  encomiastic  ode  of 
her  bird,  the  peacock  ;  the  merchant,  a  rare  hollow  jewel  to  h.irg 
at  her  ear  ;  the  philosopher,  a  book  of  strange  mysteries  ;  the 
poor  quaking  beggar,  only  a  bended  knee,  saying,  I  have  nothing 
that  is  worth  acceptance,  atcipe  meipsum,  take  myself.  Thus  it  is 
that  many  come  unto  God  in  the  hearing  of  His  Word  with  pre- 
scripts of  their  own  ;  they  have  receipts  enow  already,  they  care 
for  no  more.  Others,  like  the  poet,  come  to  admire  peacocks,  the 
gaudy  popinjays  and  fashionists  of  the  time,  all  to  be  daubed  with 
gold  and  silver  feathers.  Others,  like  the  merchant,  present  jewels, 
but  they  are  hollow,  they  come  with  critical  or  hypocritical  humours, 
like  carps  to  bite  the  net,  and  wound  the  fisher,  not  to  be  taken. 
Some,  like  the  philosopher,  bring  a  book  with  them  which  they 
read,  without  minding  the  preacher,  saying.  They  can  find  more 
learning  there  than  he  can  teach  them.  Hut  blessed  are  the  poor 
in  spirit,  that,  like  the  beggar,  give  themselves  to  God,  Juno  gave 
the  reward  to  him,  and  God  gives  the  blessing  to  these,  Luke  i.  53. 
It  is  a  poor  reverently  devoted  heart  that  carries  away  the  comfort, 
godliness  in  the  humble  dust  of  adoration,  that  shall  be  lifted  up 
by  the  hand  of  mercy. 

Imagines  Damim,  per  Cartarum.        T.  Adams'  Exposit.  en  2  Peter. 

1 674.  Christ  to  be  oiir  Example  and  Pattern 
of  Imitation  in  Life  and  Death. 

St.  Jerome  having  read  the  life  and  death  of  Hilarion  (one  that 
lived  most  Christianly,  and  died  most  comfortably)  folded  up  the 
book,  saying,  Well,  Hilarion  shall  be  the  champion  that  I  will 
follow,  his  good  life  shall  be  my  example,  and  his  godly  death  my 
precedent.  How  much  more  then  should  each  of  us  first  read 
with  diligence  the  life  and  death  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  then  pro- 
pound Him  to  ourselves,  as  the  most  absolute  pattern  for  our 
imitation,  resolving  by  the  grace  of  God,  that  Christ  shall  be  the 
copy  after  which  we  will  write,  the  pattern  which  we  will  follow 
in  all  things  that  he  hath  left  within  the  sphere  of  our  activity  ;  so 
also  in  that  necessary  duty  of  preparation  for  death  ;  He  did  so, 
John  xiv.,  and  we  must  do  so  ;  for  as  in  shooting,  there  is  a  de- 
liberate draught  of  the  bow,  a  good  aim  taken  before  the  loose  be 
given  ;  so  if  ever  we  look  for  comfort  in  death,  we  must  look  at 
death  through  the  preparation  for  it. 

I  Heron.  Guadalupense  in  Vita.         Dan.  Prise's  Sermon  at  Christ  Cfcurch, 
Lend.,  16 19. 
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1675.  The  Greatest  Things  wrought  by 
without  Means. 

As  when  Gideon  was  to  fight  with  the  Midianites,  Judg.  vii.,  pre- 
tending that  his  army  was  but  a  few,  How  many  hast  thou  ?  saith 
the  Lord  ;  so  many  thousand.  They  are  too  many ;  the  Lord 
will  not  have  them  all,  but  commands  them  to  be  reduced  to  one 
half,  and  yet  there  were  too  many  ;  the  Lord  would  not  work  by 
them,  they  were  too  strong.  At  last  he  comes  to  make  choice  of 
them  by  lapping  in  the  water,  then  they  came  to  three  hundred 
men,  to  fight  against  three  hundred  thousand  ;  for  it  is  said,  they 
covered  the  earth  like  grasshoppers.  And  now  the  Lord  begins  to 
work  by  these  men.  And  how  doth  He  work  \  by  weapons  ? 
No,  but  with  a  few  broken  pitchers  in  their  hands,  and  they  had 
the  clay  of  it ;  the  Midianites  He  delivered  up  into  their  hands  as 
a  prey.  This  was  a  wonderful  act  of  the  great  God,  who,  not  tied 
to  means,  wrought  out  victory  by  His  own  arm.  It  is  true,  that 
means  and  second  causes  He  hath  much  honoured  in  the  world, 
and  commands  them  to  be  used  ;  but  when  He  comes  to  effect 
great  things,  such  as  was  the  redemption  of  mankind  by  Christ, 
such  as  shall  be  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  at  the  last  day,  then 
such  means  and  causes  as  seek  to  set  Him  forward,  He  rejects 
them,  and  works  not  by  them,  but  the  clean  contrary.  The 
greater  stench  the  bodies  have  sustained  in  the  grave,  shall  work 
it  unto  greater  sweetness  ;  and  the  greater  weakness  it  had,  the 
greater  strength  shall  accrue  unto  it,  and  wondrous  puissance  sha 
God  work  unto  that  part  that  lacked  honour,  according  to 
blessed  dispensation  in  all  things. 

Mart,  Day  on  1  Cor.  XT. 


the 
shall 


1676.  Not  to  be  Angry  with  our  Brother. 

A  railing  fellow  fell  very  foul  upon  Pericles,  a  man  of  a  civil  and 
Socratical  spirit,  and  he  left  him  not  all  the  day  long,  but  continued 
till  he  had  brought  him  to  his  own  door  in  the  evening,  somewhat 
late  at  night.  He  all  this  while  not  returning  one  unbeseeming 
word,  commanded  one  of  his  servants  with  a  torch  to  light  the 
brawler  home  to  his  house.  Thus  did  he  by  the  dim  light  of  na- 
ture. And  therefore,  if  a  brother  offend  us  upon  ignorance,  let  us 
neglect  it ;  if  upon  infirmity,  forget  it ;  if  upon  malice,  forbear  it ; 
upon  what  terms  soever,  forgive  it,  as  we  would  have  God  to  for- 
give us.     It  is  a  saying,  that  every  man  is  either  a  fool  or 
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physician  ;  so  every  Christian  is  either  a  madman  or  a  divine  ;  a 
madman,  if  he  give  his  passions  the  rein  ;  a  divine,  if  he  qualifies 
them. 

Plviarchi  Apopkth/gm.         Vinct animos  iramque tttam.    Ovid,  Bp.  toy. 

1677.    The  Natural  Mans  Blindness  in 
Spiritual  Things, 

When  Zeuxis  drew  his  masterpiece,  and  Nicostratus  fell  into 
admiration  of  the  rareness  thereof,  highly  commending  the  ex- 
quisiteness  of  the  work,  there  stood  by  a  rich  ignorant,  who  would 
needs  know  what  he  had  discovered  worthy  of  so  great  applause  ; 
to  whom  Nicostratus  made  this  answer,  My  friend,  couldst  thou 
but  see  with  my  eyes,  thou  wouldst  soon  see  cause  enough  to 
wonder  as  well  as  I  do.  Thus  it  is  that  the  dear  children  of  God 
have  inexhaustible  treasure,  even  in  the  midst  of  their  poverty, 
transcendent  dignity  in  the  midst  of  their  disgrace,  the  height  of 
tranquillity  in  the  very  depth  of  tribulation ;  their  pulse  and  locusts 
relish  better  than  all  the  glutton's  delicious  fare ;  their  sheep  skins, 
goat  skins,  and  camel's  hair  wear  finer  than  all  the  purple  and  soft 
raiment ;  the  world's  hate  makes  them  happier  than  all  the  ap- 
plauses of  the  Capitol.  Now  the  sensual,  carnal  naturalist  sees 
none  of  all  this,  he  perceives  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit,  neither 
indeed  can  he,  for  they  are  spiritually  discerned,  no  man  knows 
them,  but  he  that  hath  them  ;  but  had  he  spiritual  sight,  were  but 
the  scales  fallen  off  from  his  eyes,  as  they  did  from  St.  Paul's  at 
the  time  of  his  conversion,  then  he  would  clearly  see  and  say,  as 
the  same  St  Paul  did,  that  though  we  sutler  tribulation  in  all 
things,  yet  we  are  not  distressed,  we  are  brought  into  perplexities, 
yet  we  are  not  forsaken,  2  Cor.  iv.  8. 

Col.  Rhodog.,  Var.  Ltd.,  Lib.  xvii.        yEiiani  Var.  //is/.         W.  Strongs 
Serrn.  at  rVestminsttr,  1650. 

1678.  Negligent  Hearing  of  God's  Word 
condemned. 

A  servant  coming  from  church,  praiseth  the  sermon  to  his  master. 
He  asks  him,  What  was  the  text  1  Nay,  quoth  the  servant,  it  was 
begun  before  I  came  m.  What  was  theii  his  conclusion  ?  He 
answered,  I  came  out  before  it  was  done.  But  what  said  the 
preacher  in  the  midst ')    Indeed,  I  was  asleep  in  the  midst.  Thus 
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many  there  are  that  crowd  to  get  into  the  church  but  make  no 
room  for  the  sermon  to  get  into  them,  commend  the  preacher  to 
other  men's  ears,  but  commend  it  not  to  their  own  hearts,  audiunt 
sonum  scd  milium  vocem,  they  hear  a  sound,  but  for  sound  doctrine, 
that  is  the  least  part  of  their  attention. 


Nat.  SAnte's  Serm.  at  Merc.  Chapel,  Land.,  16:7. 


1679.  God  Himself  to  be  only  expected  as  a 
Reward  of  all  Good  Endeavours. 

The  doctors  of  Douai,  in  their  edition  of  Thomas  Aquinas' 
Sums,  have  pictured  him  on  the  title  page,  kneeling  before  a 
crucifix,  which  they  feign  to  speak  unto  him  thus,  Bene  scripsisti 
de  me,  Tlwma,  &*e.,  Thou  hast  written  well  of  me,  Thomas,  say  what 
reward  wilt  thou  have  1  To  which  he  seems  to  reply,  Nullam, 
Domine,  nisi  teipsum,  None,  Lord,  but  thyself.  Now,  quod  Mi 
picte  ei  Jute,  that  which  they  forge  and  feign  of  Aquinas,  must  be 
true  of  every  one  of  us  thus  far,  we  must  expect  and  desire  no 
other  reward  for  all  our  service  of  God  (both  in  life  and  in  death) 
but  only  God  Himself,  for  He  is  all  in  all. 

D.  Griffiths'  Bethel,  or  God's  House. 

1680.  Hope  of  Future  Joy  sweeteneth  Pre- 

sent Sorrow. 

The  slaves  that  serve  the  Turks  in  their  galleys,  if  they  could  but 
think  that  at  seven  years'  end,  some  Christian  would  come  and 
redeem  them,  they  would  be  better  affected  and  tug  at  the  oar 
with  more  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  of  spirit,  especially  if  they 
could  be  assured  of  their  delivery.  If  Jacob  serve  the  churl  Laban 
seven  years  longer,  if  he  think  he  shall  have  Rachel  at  the  end  of 
it,  it  will  be  but  as  seven  days,  and  he  goes  on  with  comfort,  and 
is  content  that  God  shall  use  him  to  His  hand  as  it  pleaseth  Him, 
Gen.  xxix.  Thus  it  is,  that  the  hope  of  better  things  sweeteneth 
the  present  sadness  of  any  outward  condition.  There  is  no  grief 
so  heavy,  but  if  a  man  tie  Heaven  at  the  end  of  it,  it  will  become 
light ;  but  put  them  together,  and  the  one  will  be  swallowed  up  in 
the  other,  Rom.  viii.  1 8.  If  the  times  be  bad,  hope  for  better,  the 
expectation  whereof  will  be  an  excellent  lenitive  to  allay  the  sm 
of  present  calamity. 


' 


A/pAons.  ab  Avendano,  Com.  in  Matth.  cap.  ri. 


SIMILES.  SENTENCES,  Sc. 


*39 


1 68 1.  The  Law  Abused  by  Libertinism. 

As  upon  some  great  solemn  festival  day,  the  bells  in  all  steeples 
are  rung,  but  then  the  clocks  are  tied  up ;  there  is  great  untuned 
confusion  and  clangour,  but  no  man  knows  how  the  time  passeth 
away  :  so  at  this  time  in  the  universal  allowance  of  liberty  by  the 
Gospel,  (which  indeed  rejoiceth  our  hearts,  had  we  the  grace  of 
sober  usage,)  the  clocks  that  should  tell  us,  how  our  time  passeth, 
truth  and  conscience,  which  show  the  bounded  use,  and  decent 
form  of  things  are  tied  up,  and  cannot  be  heard ;  men  give  so 
general  an  acclamation  to  the  Gospel,  and  the  salvation  by  it, 
that  they  keep  not  the  law  at  all. 

T.  Adams'  Exposit.  on  z  Pet.         Verui  amor  Chrisli,  vera  est  custodia  legii. 
Anthol.  Sacra. 

1682.  How  to  Think  of  God  in  Prayer. 

There  is  mention  made  of  a  Gentile  and  a  Christian,  and  the 
Christian  being  upon  his  knees  unto  God  in  prayer,  the  Gentile 
(using  to  have  the  image  of  his  false  god  before  his  eye)  asked 
him,  Who  do  you  pray  to  J  the  Christian  replied,  that  he  knew 
not.  How  !  says  the  Gentile,  pray  to  you  know  not  whom  J  O, 
says  the  Christian,  Ideo  adoro  quia  ignoro,  I  do  therefore  adore 
Him,  because  I  am  ignorant  of  Him  ;  for  could  I  but  either  appre- 
hend or  comprehend  Him,  He  were  not  worthy  of  prayer,  He  should 
be  my  God  no  longer.  Thus  when  we  make  our  addresses  unto 
God  in  prayer,  we  must  have  a  care  that  we  do  not  frame  any- 
thing in  our  thoughts  of  His  essential  property,  that  were  to  set  up 
some  idolatrous  image  in  our  hearts  ;  but  to  think  of  Him  in  His 
attributes,  especially  those  of  His  majesty,  goodness,  power,  mercy, 
&C,  such  as  may  raise  our  confidence  to  draw  more  nigh  unto 
Him  ;  and  then,  being  as  it  were  in  a  divine  rapture,  nonplussed 
and  overwhelmed  with  admiration  of  Him,  is  the  only  time  of 
adoration  and  supplication  unto  Him. 

$BfA  de  Cusa.  Dial,  de  Pones.       Tho.  White's  Serni.  at  St.  Giles',  Crippiegute, 
London,  1653, 

1683.  A  Child  of  God  Triumphing  over 
Death. 

It  hath  been  an  ancient  proverb,  when  a  man  had  done  some  great 
matter,  he  was  said  to  have  plucked  a  lion  by  theb&ai4,,to\aX,«Vis.'». 
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a  lion  is  dead,  even  to  little  children  it  hath  been  an  easy  matter. 
As  boys,  when  they  see  a  bear,  a  lion,  or  a  wolf  dead  in  the  streets, 
they  will  pull  off  their  hair,  insult  over  them,  and  deal  with  them 
as  they  please  ;  they  will  trample  upon  their  bodies,  and  do  that 
unto  them,  being  dead,  which  they  durst  not  in  the  least  measure 
venture  upon  while  they  were  alive.  Such  a  thing  is  death,  a 
furious  beast,  a  ramping  lion,  a  devouring  wolf,  the  hclluo  generis 
Jiumani,  eater  up  of  mankind,  yet  Christ  hath  laid  him  at  his  length, 
hath  been  the  death  of  death,  so  that  God's  children  triumph  over 
him,  such  as  those  refined  ones  in  the  care  of  the  church,  those 
martyrs  of  the  primitive  times,  who  cheerfully  offered  themselves 
to  the  fire,  and  to  the  sword,  and  to  all  the  violence  of  this  hungry 
beast,  and  have  played  upon  him,  scorned  and  derided  him  by 
the  faith  that  they  had  in  the  life  of  Christ,  who  hath  subdued  him 
to  himself,  i  Cor.  xv. 


A/art.  Day  on  I  Cor.  xv.         In  me  cottvertite Jerrnm. 


1684.  To  be  Diligent  Hearers  of  the  Word  of 
God,  and  Remember  what  we  Hear. 

It  is  said  of  our  country,  that  we  have  fair  houses,  but  bad  chim- 
neys, because  there  is  so  little  smoke  of  hospitality.  And  it  may 
as  truly  be  said  that  we  have  excellent  ears,  but  bad  memories ; 
quick  conceptions,  bad  retentions ;  not  a  nation  under  Heaven 
hears  so  many  good  sermons,  not  a  nation  under  Heaven  sooner 
forgets  them.  Many  arts  are  taught  among  us,  of  quick  reading, 
of  short  writing,  where,  by  brachygraphical  characters,  they  will 
take  a  sermon  verbatim  ;  but  there  is  one  art,  it  were  heartily  to 
be  wished,  that  some  good  body  would  teach  it  us,  it  is  the  art  of 
memory  ;  that  as  sermons  are  taken  word  for  word  in  our  papers, 
so  they  might  be  written  sense  for  sense  in  our  hearts. 


J.  Squire's  Serm.  at  St.  Leonard's,  Shored.,  1637.       Manoria  sit  scriia  in, 
ma-Hens,  Arisfot. 


1685.  Reconciliation  to  be  Made  with  all  Men 

Suppose  a  creditor  to  whom  a  man  is  engaged  by  bond  or  other- 
wise, and  upon  forfeiture  should  put  the  bond  in  suit,  the  law  is 
open,  the  judge  must  do  right,  the  penalty  is  imprisonment ;  were 
it  not  then  a  high  part  of  wisdom  by  way  of  arbitration,  or  other- 
WiSCj  to  come  to  some  agreement,  before  the  matter  come  to  trial, 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &c. 


that  so  by  withdrawing  the  action,  the  party  concerned  may  be 
drawn  out  of  danger!  The  like  is  every  man's  case  here  in  this 
world  in  the  point  of  brotherly  reconcilement,  whether  thou  be 
wronged,  or  have  wronged,  seek  peace  and  ensue  it,  and  that  now 
in  the  acceptable  time,  speedily  without  demur ;  for  thou  art  way- 
laid by  death,  and  knowest  not  how  soon  thou  shalt  be  arrested. 
If  thou  come  out  of  charity  before  God's  tribunal  seat,  the  angels 
are  His  sergeants,  hell  His  prison,  devils  His  hangmen,  fire  and 
brimstone  His  rack,  judgment  must  pass,  execution  will  follow, 
and  then  to  desire  a  composition  will  be  too  late,  the  law  must 
pass,  and  the  judge  will  prove  inexorable. 

Abulens.  in  Matlk.  v.  25.      Prideaux  in  idem.      Pone  vesanos  animi 
tumeres,  teque  pietati  refer.    Sen.  in  Thtb. 

1686.  The  Saints  Everlasting  Peace. 

Tbere  was  in  Rome  a  temple  dedicated  to  Janus,  the  tutelar 
god  of  that  city,  the  doors  whereof  stood  open  all  the  while  they 
were  in  war,  and  shut  all  the  time  of  peace  ;  but  they  were  so 
cumbered  with  enemies  abroad,  that  in  eight  hundred  years  to- 
gether, the  doors  were  but  thrice  shut.  They  were  open  to 
show  that  the  wars  were  open,  and  therefore  they  gave  their  God 
leave  to  go  out  and  in  to  succour  them,  or  else  they  thought  his 
arm  could  not  reach,  his  power  could  not  extend  to  their  relief ; 
and  when  the  wars  were  ceased,  they  shut  the  doors  to  keep  in 
their  god,  as  having  no  occasion  to  use  him.  A  ridiculous  and 
foolish  conceit !  But,  for  the  saints'  comfort,  when  God  shall  be 
pleased  to  give  to  this  corruption,  incorruption ;  and  to  this  mor- 
tal, immortality,  then  there  shall  be  for  ever  a  cessation  from  war, 
the  temple  of  Janus  shall  never  be  opened  again,  it  shall  be  shut 
to  all  eternity,  there  shall  be  no  cause  of  war,  but  the  people  of 
Ood  shall  live  in  perfect  peace,  under  the  defence  of  His  protec- 
tion shall  they  be  secured  for  ever. 

Plutarch,  tie  Numa  el  Rim.  Palo.       Calestis  pax  tptima  rerum.  Anton. 

7.  To  make  our  Calling  and  Election  Sure. 

re  is  a  tale  of  an  old  usurer,  that  had  nothing  in  his  mouth, 
but,  It  is  good  to  be  sure.  If  his  servant  went  to  receive  money, 
he  would  follow  him ;  why  'I  O  it  is  good  to  be  sure.  Though 
himself  had  locked  the  door,  yet  he  must  needs  rise  out  of  his  bed 
in  the  cold,  to  feel  it  fast ;  why  1  0  it  is  good  to  be  \«X. 
vol.  11.  16 
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him  have  told  his  money  never  so  often  over,  yet  he  will  tell  it 
again  .  why  1  O  it  is  good  to  be  sure.  It  came  to  pass  that  he 
fell  very  dangerously  sick,  and  his  servant  perceiving  little  hope  of 
life  in  him,  asked  him,  Master,  have  you  said  your  prayers  1  Yes, 
I  have  said  them.  Nay,  but  say  them  again,  master,  you  know 
it  is  good  to  be  sure.  No,  says  the  worldling,  it  is  more  than 
needs,  I  am  sure  enough  of  that  He  bids  his  servant  open  his 
chest,  and  bring  him  all  his  gold  in  it,  to  look  upon.  The  honest 
servant,  willing  to  go  to  work  his  master  to  repentance,  having 
opened  it,  told  him,  Master,  the  devil  is  in  the  chest,  he  lays  his 
paw  upon  all  the  gold,  and  says  it  is  all  his,  because  it  was  ex- 
tracted out  of  the  life-blood  of  widows,  orphans,  and  poor  wretches. 
Says  he  so  ?  quoth  the  extortioner,  then  bring  me  the  gold,  the 
chest,  the  devil  and  all :  it  is  good  to  be  sure.  And  hence,  it  may 
be,  it  is  that  usually  wicked  men  are  said  to  get  the  devil  and  all. 
Thus  the  voice  of  nature  is  all  for  the  matter  of  security  in  all  pur- 
chases, bargains,  and  sale,  but  as  for  the  things  that  concern 
eternal  bliss,  how  to  make  out  evidences  for  Heaven,  to  make  their 
calling  and  election  sure,  no  care  is  taken  at  all  for  that ;  but  a 
day  will  come,  when  the  purchase  of  their  lands,  the  leases  of  their 
houses,  bonds  and  specialities  of  their  moneys,  with  the  great  care 
of  keeping  their  shop  books  exactly,  will  be  as  so  many  bills  to 
rise  up  in  judgment  against  them. 

Speculum  Exemplorum.         Granattns.  Dux  Peccatotum.  Quxrendu 
petunia  primum  at,  Virtus  post  nummus. 

1688.  Repentance  not  to  be  Put  off  till  Old 
Age. 

Common  experience  teacheth  that  a  ship,  the  longer  it  leaketh, 
the  harder  it  is  to  be  emptied  ;  a  house,  the  longer  it  goes  to  de- 
cay, the  worse  it  is  to  repair ;  and  a  nail,  the  farther  it  is  driven 
in,  the  harder  it  will  be  to  get  out.  Such  is  the  condition  of  re- 
pentance put  off  till  old  age.  Let  us  not  then  think  to  sacrifice 
our  health  and  youth  to  the  service  of  sin  and  Satan,  and  leave 
God  only  the  dog-days  of  our  age,  a  body  full  of  sores,  and  a  soul 
full  of  sin  ;  is  it  to  be  thought  that  the  trembling  joints,  the  dazzled 
eyes,  the  fainting  heart,  the  failing  legs  of  unwieldy,  drooping,  and 
indisciplinable  old  age,  may  empty,  repair,  pluck  out,  the  leaks, 
the  ruins,  and  nails  of  so  many  years  flowing,  failing,  and  fastening? 
and  so  make  that  the  task  of  our  old  age,  which  should  be  the 
practice  of  all  our  life,  settling  our  everlasting,  our  only,  our 
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surest  making  or  marring,  upon  so  tottering,  sinking  and  sandy 
foundation  as  old  age  is. 

J.  Prideaux's  Sermon  at  Oxon.,  1636.       Seneetus  ipsa  totus  morius,  &c. 
Terence. 

1689.  The  Uncertainty  of  Temporal  Victories 

and  Successes, 

When  Philip  of  Macedon  had  obtained  a  great  victory  at  Chsero- 
nia,  being  puffed  up  with  success,  he  wrote  to  Archimedes  in  such 
lofty  expressions,  that  enforced  this  slight  answer,  Sir,  saith  he, 
you  write  very  stately  to  me,  and  in  very  high  terms;  the  reason  I 
partly  know  ;  but  if  you  will  but  take  so  much  pains  as  to  measure 
your  own  shadow,  you  shall  soon  find  that  it  is  no  more,  no  longer, 
no  larger  than  it  was  before  your  victory  ;  you  were  as  great  a  man 
then,  and  as  many  inches  about  as  you  are  now,  &c,  and  what 
you  may  be,  and  how  soon,  you  know  not.  Such  and  so  uncertain 
is  chance,  (as  men  call  it,)  and  success  so  variable,  that  no  man 
can  tell  how  he  shall  begin,  or  where  he  shall  end  ;  inter  utrumque 
volat,  so  mutable  are  the  smiles  of  the  world,  that  there  is  no  vic- 
tory constant,  but  still  she  hovers  about,  moves  and  changes  her 
tent  and  tabernacle  from  one  side  to  another.  Hence  no  boasting 
or  bragging  in  these  earthly  conquests,  which  have  made  the 
greatest  emperors  of  the  world  after  a  full  gale  of  fortune,  for  fear 
of  cross  blows  to  retreat,  and  leave  their  honours,  and  betake  them- 
selves to  a  solitary  monastic  life,  lest  they  should  have  a  foul  end 
after  so  fair  beginning. 

Tit.  L.<v-  Hist.  Lib.  xxii.       Incerti  gud  fata  ferant,  ubi  listere  detur.  Virg. 
Mart.  Day  on  I  Cor.  xy. 

1690.  The  Place  of  Purgatory,  a  mere  Dream. 

Some  of  the  geographers,  for  the  proving  of  a  black  rock  many 
hundred  miles  about,  seated  directly  under  the  north  pole,  send 
us  to  Gyraldus  Cambrensis,  he  to  a  priest  of  Norway,  the  priest  to 
an  Oxford  magician,  who  was  carried  thither  to  see  it  by  the  devil, 
if  we  will  believe  the  narration.  So  the  best  proofs  of  our  adver- 
saries for  their  subterranean  purgatory,  comes  by  many  deductions 
from  the  same  author,  as  it  appeareth  by  the  divers  apparitions 
they  so  confidently  allege  of  it.  One  of  their  greatest  champions 
is  fain  to  rake  hell  itself  to  find  out  purgatory,  and  like  that  luna- 
tic in  Athcnseus,  that  thought  all  the  ships  to  be  his  own,  that 


arrived  in  the  haven  at  Athens  ;  so  wheresoever  there  is  of 
doubtfully  mentioned  in  Scripture,  it  is  straightways  conveyed  by 
him  to  heat  purgatory  kitchen.  The  fathers  father  not  (howsoever 
the  great  cardinal  marshal  them)  any  glowing  or  local  purgatory, 
but,  rightly  understood,  are  as  far  from  it  as  it  from  truth  ;  take 
one  for  all  : — Non  est  ullus  ulli  locus  medius,  ut possit  esse  nisi  cum 
Diabolo  qui  non  est  cum  Christo,  There  is  no  medium  place,  he 
must  needs  be  in  hell  with  the  devil,  that  is  not  in  Heaven  with 
Christ 

Jodocus  tfondius  in  Tab.  Unhers.  Mundi.  Rob.  Bellarminde  Purgat. 
tap.  7.  Atheuaus,  Lit.  xii.,  in  fine.  Lomi.Disl.  45,  /.//•.  iv. 
Auguitin.  de  Ptccat.  Remit,  cap.  xxviii. 

1 69 1.  Men  by  Nature  Desirous  of  Things 
Unlawful  and  Prohibited. 

It  was  the  saying  of  an  ingenious  witty  divine,  that  our  grand- 
mother Eve  got  such  a  cold  in  Paradise,  that  all  her  posterity  have 
ever  since  had  a  cough  of  the  lungs,  nothing  will  down  with  them 
but  forbidden  fruit.  Would  you  have  a  book  sell  well  \  the  sta- 
tioner will  soon  find  a  way  for  that,  let  it  be  but  prohibited  and 
called  in  by  authority.  The  only  way  to  make  a  woman  be  a  blab 
of  her  tongue,  is  to  bid  her  keep  counsel.  Venison  is  nothing  so 
sweet,  they  say,  as  when  it  is  stolen,  and  then  it  comes  to  be  dear 
many  times  with  a  witness.  Thus  it  is  that  nothing  more  inflames 
the  natural  affections  of  men,  than  the  prohibition  of  things  they 
desire ;  they  long  to  be  meddling  with  the  forbidden  morsels  of 
of  sin  ;  they  love  to  eat  that  on  earth  which  they  may  chance  to 
digest  in  hell.  It  is  quite  against  the  nature  of  man  to  be  confined, 
to  be  limited  :  he  will  have  his  own  will,  though  it  be  contrary  to 
the  will  of  God  ;  though  he  get  hell  for  his  will,  he  will  have  his 
will.  And  so  much  the  stronger  the  interdiction  is  of  anything,  so 
much  the  more  (such  is  the  exorbitancy  of  his  nature)  he  is 
flamed  with  desire,  till  he  have  accomplished  it 

T.  Adams  in  a  Serm.  at  St.  Gregory's  by  Paul's,  Land.,  1623.        Non  quia 
coeta  sed  quia  capta.       Nitimur  in  vet  Hum  semper,  6rc.  Olid. 

1692.  Christ's  Wounds  the  only  Hiding-pla 
of  a  Christian. 

There  is  an  apologue,  how  the  dove  made  moan  to  her  fellow 
birds  of  the  tyranny  of  the  hawk  ;  one  counsels  her  to  keep  below ; 
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t  the  hawk  can  stoop  for  his  prey.  Another  adviseth  to  soar 
aloft  ;  but  the  hawk  can  mount  as  high  as  she.  Another  to  shroud 
lerself  in  the  woods,  there  she  shall  be  sure  ;  but  alas,  that  is  the 
lawlt's  manor,  the  place  where  he  keeps  his  court.  Another  bids 
ier  keep  the  town,  there  she  was  sure  from  the  hawk ;  but  so  she 
became  a  prey  to  man,  and  had  her  eyes  put  out  to  make  the 
hawk  sport.  At  last  one  bids  her  rest  herself  in  the  holes  of  the 
rock ;  there  she  should  be  safe,  violence  itself  could  not  surprise 
her.  This  dove  is  the  soul  of  every  man,  she  would  gladly  be 
secured  from  Satan.  Come  to  me,  saith  riches,  here  thou  shalt  be 
me,  No,  wealth  is  the  devil's  stirrup,  whereby  he  gets  up  and 
rides  the  covetous  man.  Come  to  me,  saith  pleasure,  here  thou 
lhalt  be  safe;  as  if  she  were  not  as  very  a  whore  as  Delilah  to 
betray  thee  to  the  Philistines.  Honour  says,  Come  to  me,  here 
thou  art  sure  ;  as  if  the  devil  durst  not  come  near  the  court  gates, 
or  greatness  were  a  supersedeas  to  sin,  or  a  protection  against  the 
arrest  of  judgment.  No,  there  is  no  assurance  in  any  of  these; 
yet  there  is  a  rock  of  safety,  clefts  in  that  rock,  the  wounds  of 
Jesus  Christ,  there  and  there  only  the  soul  shall  be  in  safety. 

£&ur.  Absttmitis  in  Mytholcg, 

1693.  No  Safety  to  be  Expected  in  the  Midst 
of  Public  Danger. 

It  is  the  observation  of  Platina,  that  when  one  Facinus  Canis  was 
hired  by  the  Gibellines  to  suppress  the  contrary  faction  of  the 
Guelphs  in  the  city  of  Papia,  and  the  covenant  was,  that  he  should 
have  the  goods  of  the  Guelphs  for  his  pay  :  he  obtaining  the  vic- 
tory, falls  a  rifling  the  Gibellines  also,  without  any  distinction  at 
all ;  and  being  accused  therefore,  as  not  standing  to  his  promise, 
made  this  answer ;  that  themselves  indeed  were  Gibellines,  and 
should  be  safe,  but  their  goods  were  Guelphs,  and  must  go  to 
wreck  as  well  as  those  of  their  adversaries.  Just  like  that  of  Gar- 
net the  provincial,  who,  being  questioned  by  Catesby,  whether 
with  a  safe  conscience  they  might  proceed  in  their  powder  pro- 
ject, seeing  that  in  blowing  up  of  the  king  and  protestants,  divers 
also  of  their  own  party  must  necessarily  go  the  same  way, 
replies  very  profoundly,  that  no  doubt  it  might  well  be  done, 
seeing  it  would  redound  to  the  good  of  the  Catholic  cause. 
What,  not  spare  their  own  side  to  do  ours  a  mischiefl  No,  it 
will  not  be,  there  is  no  safety,  there  can  be  no  immunity  from 
damage  in  the  times  of  public  danger  j  the  ttvtth  ot  tftv»  a&rcitarci 
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hath  been  experimentally  felt  in  these  late  differences  among 
If  our  persons  were  on  the  right  side,  our  goods  were  on  the 
wrong,  all  proved  fish  that  came  to  the  net ;  whether  friend  or  foe, 
the  goods  were  sure  to  suffer. 

In  Vita  P.  Joh.,  xxir.       Arraignment  of  Traitors,  1606.      Jok.  PriJeaux's 
Serm.  on  Nov.  5,  at  Oxon. 

1694,  How  it  is  that  the  Law  is  said  to  be 
the  Strength  of  Sin. 

As  when  a  physician  that  is  skilful  in  his  profession  doth  all  that 
belongs  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  the  drugs  that  he  gives,  and 
the  ingredients  that  he  infuseth,  are  able  to  work  their  effect,  if 
they  fall  into  a  suitable  body ;  but  if  the  patient  be  froward,  and 
will  not  be  ruled,  or  his  body  be  distempered,  he  is  never  the 
better  for  it.  Now,  the  fault  is  not  in  the  physician,  nor  in  the 
physic,  they  be  both  very  good ;  but  in  the  patient  that  was  not 
prepared  for  it,  or  that  would  not  receive  it,  and  convert  it  to  that 
use  for  which  it  was  prepared.  Thus  it  is,  that  God  gave  the  law 
for  a  good  law,  a  holy  and  just  law,  as  a  true  direction  for  the 
reformation  of  life  and  manners;  but  the  party  that  received  it, 
did  not  take  it  thus,  so  that  occasionally,  (not  from  the  nature  of 
the  law,  but)  by  the  ill  acceptance  of  the  party,  it  comes  to  be  the 
strength  of  sin.  The  law  of  itself  is  said  to  be  a  light  under  our 
feet,  and  a  lantern  to  our  paths,  Psal.  cxix.  105  ;  and  the  light  of 
itself,  were  we  but  able  to  follow  it,  but  because  of  our  own 
natural  indisposition,  it  comes  so  to  pass,  that  the  law  which 
should  pull  down  sin,  gives  strength  unto  it,  and  being  made  to 
kill  sin,  gives  life  unto  it 

Mart.  Day,  Exposit,  on  I  Cor.  xv.  47.      Index  peccati  lex  est,  plectenda  vttando. 
Billii  Antkolog. 

1695.  God's  Promises  are,  for  the  most  part. 
Conditional. 

A  proclamation  is  read,  wherein  a  Christian  king  grants  honour 
and  wealth  to  certain  of  his  subjects,  with  assurance  of  donation 
upon  their  just  demand.  One  amongst  the  multitude  leaps  at  the 
news,  springs  away,  and  stays  not  to  hear  it  out ;  there  is  a  condi- 
tion following,  provided  first  that  they  put  on  arms,  and  expel 
the  Turk  which  infests  some  part  of  his  dominions.  This  man 
comes  one  of  the  foremost  to  demand  the  promised  honours,  he  is 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  4c. 


a+7 


asked  for  a  testimony  of  his  valour  and  service  in  the  wars.  Alas, 
he  never  tarried  to  hear  that  condition,  and  therefore  lost  the 
retribution.  Thus  it  is  that  God  promiseth  eternal  life  to  men  ; 
withal  chargeth  them  to  believe  in  Christ,  and  to  do  Him  faithful 
service  against  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil ;  but  so  it  is, 
that  .many  are  quite  lost,  for  not  staying  to  hear  the  proclamation 
of  the  Gospel  out,  they  run  away  with  opinion  of  sufficient  belief, 
and  never  think  of  obedience.  Whereas  the  promises  of  God  are 
conditional,  made  up  with  provisoes.  As  there  is  a  reward  pro- 
mised, so  there  is  a  condition  premised  ;  it  must  be  our  obedience 
first,  and  then  comes  in  God's  recompence ;  our  devotion  goes 
before,  and  His  retribution  follows  after. 

Jaeoii  Merckantii  Horttu  Pastcrum. 

1696.  To  be  Careful  of  Vows  and  Promises 
made  in  the  Time  of  Extremity. 

Theodoricus,  Archbishop  of  Cologne,  when  the  emperor  Sigis- 
tnund  demanded  of  him  the  directest  and  most  compendious  way 
how  to  attain  to  true  happiness,  made  answer  in  brief  thus,  Perform 
when  thou  art  well,  what  thou  promisedst  when  thou  wast  sick. 
David  did  so,  he  made  vows  in  war,  and  paid  them  in  peace, 
Psal.  cxvi.  And  thus  should  all  good  men  do,  not  like  the  cun- 
ning devil,  of  whom  the  epigrammatist  thus  writeth : 

sEgrotat  demon,  monachus  tunc  esse  volebat, 
Convaluit  demon,  monachus  tunc  esse  nolebat. 

Well  Englished  :— 

The  devil  was  sick,  the  devil  a  monk  would  be, 
The  devil  got  well,  the  devil  a  monk  was  he. 

Nor  like  unto  many  now-a-days,  that  if  God's  hand  do  but  lie 
somewhat  heavy  upon  them,  O  what  promises,  what  engagements 
are  there  for  amendment  of  life  !  How  like  unto  marble  against 
rain  do  they  seem  to  sweat  and  melt,  but  still  retain  their  hard- 
ness ;  let  but  the  rod  be  taken  off  their  backs,  or  health  restored, 
then  as  their  bodies  live,  their  vows  die,  all  is  forgotten  ;  nay, 
many  times  it  so  falleth  out,  that  they  are  far  worse  than  ever 
they  were  before. 

j£n.  Sylv.  Com.  Lib.  ii.      J.  Prideaux,  Higgakn  SelaJu 
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1697.  The  Good  Christians  Absolute  Victory 
over  Death. 

When  the  Romans  had  made  war  upon  the  Carthaginians,  and 
often  overcame  them,  yet  still  within  eight  or  ten  years  or  less, 
they  made  head  again,  and  stirred  up  new  wars,  so  that  they  were 
in  successive  combustion  ;  and  it  hath  been  the  same  in  all  the 
nations  of  the  world,  he  that  was  erst  an  underling,  not  long  after 
becomes  the  commander-in-chief,  and  the  same  thing  that  the 
Lord  hath  now  made  the  tail,  may  be  the  head  in  time  to  come. 
As  for  example,  Cerealis  gets  a  great  conquest  over  the  Cimbrians 
and  the  Teutons,  and  shortly  after  Sylla  had  the  like  over  him  ; 
and  Sylla  no  sooner  shines  out  to  the  world,  but  is  eclipsed  by 
Pompey ;  and  Pompey,  the  glory  of  his  time,  is,  by  the  conquer- 
ing hand  of  Caasar,  outed  both  of  life  and  honours  ;  and  Cxsar,  in 
the  height  of  all  his  pompous  state,  falls  by  the  hand  of  bloody 
conspirators  in  the  senate  house.  Thus,  in  the  course  of  this 
world,  as  one  man  is  set  up,  another  is  pulled  down,  the  con- 
queror is  ofttimes  conquered  himself ;  but  in  the  victory  that  every 
good  man  hatii  over  death,  it  is  so  absolute,  that  it  is  without  any 
hope  or  comfort  on  death's  part,  and  without  any  fear  or  suffering 
on  their  part.  For  it  is  so  taken  away,  as  if  it  had  never  been  ; 
and  that  which  had  the  greatest  triumph,  the  mightiest  trophies  in 
the  world,  unto  which  all  kings  and  princes  have  bowed  their  heads, 
and  laid  down  their  sceptres,  as  so  many  morsels  to  feed  on,  shall 
by  the  hand  of  Jesus  Christ  be  turned  into  nothing,  shall  have  no 
name  or  notion,  and  be  bereft  of  all  hope  of  recovery,  1  Cor.  xv. 

Ilistoria  Roman.  Joh,  Xyphilin.  in  Vita  Vespasiani.  Piutarth  in  Casart. 
Pits  mors  non  est  mors,  scd  nomen  tantum  habet  mortis  j  imo  et  ipsum 
nomtn  sitilatum  est.    Ckrysost.  in  Mattk.  x. 

1698.  To  be  always  Prepared for  Death. 

When  Harold,  King  of  Denmark,  made  war  upon  Harquinus, 
and  was  ready  to  join  battle,  a  dart  was  seen  flying  into  the  air, 
hovering  this  way  and  that  way,  as  though  it  sought  upon  whom 
to  rest ;  when  all  stood  wondering  to  know  what  would  become 
of  this  strange  prodigy,  every  man  fearing  himself,  at  last  the  dart 
fell  upon  Harquinus'  head,  and  slew  him.  Thus  death  shoots  his 
arrows  among  us,  here  he  hits  one  that  is  rich,  there  another  that 
is  poor ;  now  he  shoots  over  at  one  that  is  older  than  ourselves  ; 
anon  he  shoots  short  at  one  that  is  younger  ;  here  he  hits  one  on 
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the  right  hand,  our  equal ;  another  on  the  left,  inferior  ;  and  none 
of  us  know  how  soon  the  arrow  may  fall  upon  our  own  heads,  our 
turn  will  come ;  let  it  be  our  care  then  that  we  be  not  surprised  on 
a  sudden. 

Cenrad.  Lycostktncs  de  Prodigiis,  et  Osttntis.        Vive  memor  mortis,  uti  manor 
til  ft  salutis.  Ausonius. 

1699.  Religion  pretended,  Mischief  intended. 

Celsus  the  philosopher,  upon  his  defence  of  Paganism,  setteth  an 
inscription  of  the  Word  of  truth  ;  Manicheus,  that  blasphemous 
heretic,  taking  in  hand  to  write  to  the  church  his  damnable  para- 
doxes, doubteth  not  to  begin  thus,  Manicheus  apostolus  Jesu 
Ckriiti,  &-c,  Manicheus,  the  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ ;  the  Mace- 
donian heretics  were  always  saying,  Nos  recta  fide  incedimus,  We 
walk  in  the  right  faith ;  all  of  them  seeking  the  cloak  and  over- 
ture of  religion  ;  it  is  the  old  proverb,  In  nomine  Domini  incipit 
omiu  malum,  well  Englished,  In  my  name  have  they  prophesied 
lies,  Jer.  xxiii.  Thus  it  was  with  them ;  and  is  it  not  the  same 
(nay  worse,  considering  the  abundance  of  means  afforded  to  be 
better)  with  us  now,  and  but  some  few  years  ago  1  Parsons,  that 
arch-traitor,  when  he  was  hatching  mischief  against  his  prince  and 
native  country,  set  forth  (as  if  he  had  been  wholly  made  up  of 
devotion)  that  excellent  piece  of  Christian  resolution.  And  now, 
for  Sion's  sake,  I  will  not  hold  my  tongue,  says  one,  &c.  ;  so  says 
another ;  and  so  a  third.  Sion  at  the  tip  of  the  tongue,  but  Babel 
at  the  bottom  of  the  heart ;  religion  pretended,  mischief  intended ; 
like  sons  of  Simon,  rather  than  children  of  Sion,  writing  pharmaca, 
medicines,  where  they  should  write  venena,  poisons.  And  by  this 
means  they  do  sugar  the  brims  of  their  intoxicated  cups,  that  men 
the  more  greedily,  and  without  suspicion,  may  suck  in  their  veno- 
mous doctrines,  that  are  administered  unto  them  therein. 

Qrigina  contra  Ctls.,  Lib.  i.  Augmtin.  centra  Ep.  Fundament,  cap.  i. 
Clirysostom.  Sanct.  Ep.  CaiitJen's  Elisab.  Sub  dulci  meile  venena 
latent,    Ovid,  Amor.  i. 

1 700.  l>Vhy  God  suffers  His  Children  to  be 
in  a  Wanting  Condition. 

Severus  the  emperor  was  wont  to  say  of  his  soldiers,  that  the 
poorest  were  the  best ;  for  when  they  begun  to  grow  rich,  then 
they  began  to  grow  naught    Hence  is  that  ot  tne,  \>oeX,  Martem 
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quisquis  amat,  If  you  will  bring  up  a  boy  or  young  man 
be  a  soldier,  learn  him  first  to  endure  poverty,  to  lie  hard,  and 
fare  hard,  and  to  encounter  all  the  hardship  that  necessity  can 
present  unto, him,  and  then  he  will  deal  the  better  with  his  enemies. 
So  in  the  school  of  Christ,  the  Lord  suffers  His  people  to  be  in  a 
wanting  condition,  not  because  He  doth  not  intend  to  supply 
them,  not  because  He  cannot  provide  for  them ;  but  the  reason 
is,  to  bring  them  up  in  the  discipline  of  war,  to  train  them  up  as 
weaned  children,  lest  they  should  be  taken  off  with  the  things  of 
this  world,  and,  as  it  were,  drowned  in  the  vanities  of  this  life, 
and  so  forget  God  and  their  own  soul's  health,  which  is  most  of 
all  to  be  regarded. 

jEliusin  Vita.      Mart.  Day  on  l  Ctr.  it. 

i  70 i.  All  Men  alike  in  Death, 

Lucian  hath  a  fable,  the  moral  is  good  :  Menippus  meeting  with 
Mercury  in  the  Elysian  fields,  would  needs  know  of  him,  which 
amongst  all  the  ghosts  was  Philip  the  great  King  of  Macedon ; 
Mercury  answers :  He  is  Philip  that  hath  the  hairless  scalp.  Menip- 
pus replies :  Why,  they  have  all  bald  heads.  Mercury.  Then  he 
with  the  flat  nose.  Menippus.  They  have  all  flat  noses.  Mer- 
cury. Then  he  with  the  hollow  eyes.  Menippus.  They  all  have 
hollow  eyes,  all  have  naked  ribs,  disjointed  members,  all  are  car- 
casses. Why  then,  says  Mercury  to  Menippus,  in  death  there  is 
no  difference  betwixt  the  king  and  the  beggar :  and  it  is  true, 
mors  sceplra  ligonibus  eequat.  Men  upon  earth,  as  in  the  game  of 
chess,  supply  different  places ;  one  is  a  king,  another  a  queen, 
another  a  bishop,  another  a  pawn  ;  but  when  the  game  is  done, 
and  they  are  shuffled  into  one  bag  into  the  grave,  they  are  all  alike. 

Lucianui.       T.  Adams  on  2  Pet.       Omnia  mors  aquat.    Claudian  de 
Raptu  Proserp. 

1702.  Ignorant  Worldly  Purchasers. 

In  the  parable  of  the  supper,  Luke  xiv.  18,  and  the  guests  that 
were  bidden,  we  find  one  that  had  bought  a  farm,  and  he  must 
needs  go  see  it ;  another  had  bought  five  yoke  of  oxen,  and  he 
must  by  all  means  go  try  them  ;  strange  purchasers  !  what,  buy  a 
pig  in  a  poke  J  land  and  oxen  unsight,  unseen  ?  But  we  may 
read  of  another  manner  of  purchaser,  and  that  a  woman  too,  Prov. 
xxxi.,  that  h~rst  considered  a  field,  and  then  bought  it ;  she  cast  up 
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the  price,  considered  the  soil,  the  tenure,  the  situation,  then  drives 
the  bargain,  and  takes  possession.  Now  the  worldly  purchaser 
buys  hand  over  head,  considers  not  what  he  buys.  The  voluptuous 
epicure  eats,  drinks,  and  is  merry,  but  he  never  looks  after  the 
reckoning,  that  after  all  this  he  must  be  brought  to  judgment, 
Eccles.  xi.  9.  The  drunkard  swills  and  carouses,  and  rises  up 
early  to  take  his  fill  of  wine,  never  minding  the  shot,  that  there  is 
Mors  in  olla,  in  the  end  it  will  bite  like  a  serpent,  and  sling  like  a 
cockatrice,  Prov.  xxiii.  32.  The  luxurious  man  that  spendeth  his 
time  in  dalliance,  little  thinketh  that  there  is  a  sting  in  the  tail  of 
his  wantonness,  Nocd  empta  More  voluptas,  that  he  is  but  as  an 
ox  to  the  slaughter,  and  a  fool  to  the  correction  of  the  stocks, 
Prov.  vii.  22.  The  griping  covetous  wretch  thai  joineth  house  to 
house,  and  land  to  land,  making  his  bams  bigger,  takes  no  notice 
that  he  is  but  a  fool  for  his  labour,  and  shall  be  suddenly  snatched 
away  from  all,  Luke  xii.  20.  All  these  and  many  more  like  these, 
poor  ignaroes,  take  upon  trust,  and  pay  dear  in  the  conclusion. 
Whereas  the  serious  Christian  sits  down,  casts  up  his  charges,  con- 
siders what  it  will  cost  him,  to  be  rich  in  this  world,  what  his  honour 
and  greatness  will  come  to,  and  then  purchaseth  accordingly. 

Alfhons.  ab  Avmda.no,  Com.  in  Evang.  S  Matth.      J.  Brown't  Serm.  at  St. 
FaitA's,  Land.,  1629. 

1703.  Men  to  be  Care/til  of  what  they  Pro- 
mise unto  God  in  the  Matter  of  Charity. 

It  is  usual  with  men,  that  when  they  are  to  go  upon  some  long 
journey  or  voyage  into  a  far  country,  they  promise,  that  if  God  be 
pleased  to  return  them  safe,  they  will  give  so  much  or  so  much  to 
the  poor ;  or  as  a  man  passing  by  an  hospital,  promiseth  the  poor 
people,  that  as  he  Cometh  back  again,  he  will  give  them  something 
towards  their  relief ;  but  when  he  comes  back,  he  passeth  by,  not 
so  much  as  thinking  of  them.  This  is  the  case  of  many  men  in 
these  promising  days  of  ours  ;  if  they  may  be  but  prosperous  in 
such  a  voyage,  successful  in  such  a  design,  if  God  will  but  do  thus 
and  thus  by  them,  then  they  will  do  thus  and  thus  unto  Him,  they 
will  relieve  the  poor,  there  is  no  act  of  mercy,  but  they  will  be  one 
of  the  foremost  to  put  it  on  ;  yet  when  their  turn  is  served,  they 
never  think  of  their  promise  at  all.  But  let  all  such  know,  that 
their  promise  stands  upon  record  in  heaven  ;  they  may  seem  to 
forget  it,  and  sneak  away,  not  paying  the  shot  of  their  engagement 
here  in  this  life ;  but  God  will  call  them  to  a  tecVovvvcv^toc  Sx,  asA 
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take  it  upon  their  bodies  and  souls  hereafter.    Let  none 
therefore  to  pass  a  vow  to  the  Lord  in  a  good  mood  for  a  good 
purpose,  but  that  He  will  take  it  and  exact  it  at  their  hands. 

Mart 


Mart.  Day's  Strm.  on  i  Cor.  xv.,  xvi.      Fit  ut  strpmumero  promptiorts  in  pi 
mitkndo  homines  sint,  quant  in  exsequendo.   Dion.  Lib.  xxxviii. 


I704. 


Things  of  the  World,  not  to  be  so 
Highly  Prised. 

It  is  a  Rabbinical  conceit,  that  Moses  being  a  child,  had  Pharaoh's 
crown  given  him  to  play  withal,  and  he  made  no  better  than  a 
football  of  it,  cast  it  down  to  the  ground,  and  kicked  it  about ;  as 
if  it  were  a  sign  of  his  future  villipending  temporal  things,  that  he 
should  esteem  the  reproach  of  Christ  greater  than  all  the  treasures 
of  Egypt,  Heb.  xi.  26.  Thus  ought  we  all  to  do,  (especially  when 
riches  stand  in  competition  with  Christ,)  away  with  them,  or  they 
will  make  away  with  us.  It  is  Christ's  own  counsel,  Sell  all  thou 
hast  and  give  it  to  the  poor,  Luke  xviii.  22  ;  sell  it,  or  if  no  man 
will  buy  it,  give  it ;  or  if  no  man  will  take  it,  leave  it :  it  is  not 
worth  thy  keeping,  especially  not  worth  thy  carking ;  do  thou  part 
from  it,  rather  than  it  shall  part  thee  from  Christ ;  for  he  that  im- 
poverisheth  his  soul  to  enrich  his  body,  is  more  mad  than  he  that 
kills  his  horse  to  lose  his  money  at  a  race. 


Joh.  Plantavit.,  FlorUeg.  Rabbinicum.       Hieron.  in  Luc. 
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1705.  How  it  is  that  Godfathers  and  God- 
mothers undertake  for  Children  in  Bap- 
tism. 

An  infant  being  born  to  an  estate  of  inheritance  cannot  actually 
take  possession,  but  is  carried  to  some  part  of  the  land  in  the 
nurse's  or  some  other's  arms,  where  the  guardian  of  the  child  taketh 
livery  and  seizin  for  its  use,  and  promiseth  fealty,  and  to  do  such 
service  as  the  premises  are  bound  to  ;  all  which  the  heir  (though 
but  then  an  infant)  is  fully  to  make  good,  when  he  comes  to  years 
of  discretion.  Thus  in  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  the  child  is  con- 
ditionally received  into  the  congregation  of  Christ's  flock ;  but  the 
godfathers  and  godmothers  answering  to  the  stipulation  of  the 
church  proposed  unto  them,  and  undertaking  on  the  child's  part, 
the  child  coming  to  years  of  understanding,  is  engaged  to  perform 
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m  as  full  a  manner  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  it  had  been 
able  to  have  answered  for  itself. 

Ph.  Edlin'sSerm.  at  St.  Mkh.  Bassishaw,  Land..  1651. 

1706.  The  Poors  Relief  Heaven's 

Treasure. 

As  when  a  man  is  ouled  in  England,  whether  it  be  by  banishment 
or  otherwise,  if  he  have  but  laid  up  a  bank  at  Venice,  Amsterdam, 
or  some  such  like  place,  he  goes  thither  with  more  comfort,  and 
much  more  confidence  than  otherwise  he  should  have  done,  be- 
cause he  shall  meet  with  that  there  in  safe  hands,  which  will  wel- 
come him  when  he  comes  to  it.  Hence  is  it  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  lay  up  treasure  in  Heaven,  Matt.  vi.  20,  to  make  unto 
ourselves  friends  of  unrighteous  mammon,  Luke  xvi.  9,  such  are 
our  good  works  and  almsdeeds,  which,  being  sent  before,  are  laid 
up  as  a  stock  of  money  in  a  faithful  hand,  not  in  a  bankrupt  or 
mountebank's  hand,  but  in  the  trusty  hand  of  God  Almighty,  which 
will  repay  us  again  with  interest  And  thus  it  is  that  all  good 
men  have  made  sure,  that  when  they  shall  come  to  die,  they  have 
sent  their  charity  before  them,  to  lie  in  bank  for  their  better  re- 
freshing. 

Mart.  Day  on  1  Cor.  xv.  Plus  valtt  amicus  in  via  quam  denarius  in 

corrigia.  Gorran. 

1707.  Ill-gotten  Goods  never  Prosper. 

It  is  an  observation  set  upon  the  house  of  Desmond  in  Ireland, 
that  Maurice  Thomas,  the  first  earl,  raised  it  by  injustice,  and  by 
injustice  Gerald,  the  last  earl,  ruined  it.  The  crafty  fox  in  the 
fable  hugged  himself,  to  think  how  he  had  cozened  the  crow  of 
his  breakfast,  but  when  he  had  eaten  it,  and  found  himself  poisoned 
with  it,  he  wished  that  he  had  never  meddled  with  it.  Thus 
wealth  got  by  deceit,  is  like  a  piece  of  buttered  sponge  (an  Italian 
trick),  it  goes  down  glib,  but  in  the  stomach  swells,  and  will  never 
be  got  up  again.  The  gains  a  man  gets  by  cheating  and  baseness, 
at  last  he  may  put  it  all  in  his  eye,  yet  see  himself  most  miserable. 


Fines  Aforison's  Travels.       Dc  mate  quxsitis  vix  gnudet,  &c. 
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1708.  Men  to  be  Careful  of  their  Principles 
in  Religion. 

As  in  the  things  of  this  life,  men  have  great  care  to  gain  the  skill 
to  know  money,  whether  it  be  current  and  lawful  ;  and  wares, 
whether  they  be  good  and  merchantable  ;  and  meat,  whether  it  be 
wholesome  and  sound  :  much  more  then  may  we  think  it  con- 
cemeth  us  (there  being  so  much  counterfeit,  false,  and  unsound 
doctrine  abroad)  to  leam  skill  and  knowledge  of  the  true  religion, 
to  beware  of  our  principles,  to  stir  up  and  sharpen  our  endeavour 
upon  the  search  and  trial  of  the  true  faith,  and  to  gain  ability  to 
judge  and  discern  of  that  which  is  erroneous  and  false. 


X.  Abbofs  Serm.  at  St.  Mary's,  Oxon.,  1610. 
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To  be  Fruitful  in  Children,  a  Great 
Blessing  of  God. 

Ludovicus  Vives  maketh  mention  of  a  town  in  Spain,  consisting 
of  about  one  hundred  families,  all  of  them  inhabited  by  the  seed 
of  one  old  man  then  living,  so  that  the  youngest  of  them  knew  not 
what  to  call  him,  and  he  giveth  this  reason,  quia  lingua  His- 
panica  supra  abavuir.  non  ascendit,  because  the  Spanish  tongue 
hath  not  any  word  of  expression  higher  than  the  great-grand- 
father's father.  Such  as  this  must  needs  be  then  a  numerous  issue, 
a  prolific  and  fertile  brood,  and  without  all  doubt  a  great  and  in- 
estimable blessing  of  God,  Levit.  xxvi.  9,  especially  when  they  are 
not  so  much  the  fruits  of  their  bodies,  as  of  their  prayers,  Psal. 
cxxvii.  3,  such  as  was  promised  to  Abraham,  to  Isaac,  to  Job,  and 
to  the  man  that  feareth  the  Lord.  Yet  let  none  trust  too  much  in 
this  blessing,  it  was  Hainan's  fault,  and  his  children's  ruin,  Est. 
ix.  10  ;  nor  any  grumble  and  count  them  a  cross  or  a  curse  to 
their  faint  estate — not  look  upon  them  as  a  bill  of  charges,  when 
God  hath  put  them  upon  the  accouut  of  mercies.  Neither  let  the 
barren  womb  be  discouraged  ;  for  that  God  that  knows  how  to 
raise  good  out  of  evil,  doth  sometimes  bless  an  adulterous  copula- 
tion with  increase,  and  sometimes  to  the  chaste  embraces 
honest  wedlock  denies  it. 


In  Com.  infer  August,  de  Civit.  Dei.,  Lib.  xv.  cap.  S. 
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17 10.  Better  to  be  Honestly  than  Hastily 

Rich. 

The  poet  feigned  Pluto  to  be  the  God  of  riches  and  of  hell  (as  if 
hell  and  riches  had  both  one  master),  and  to  be  lame,  yet  withal 
swift  and  nimble  as  fire.  When  Jupiter  sent  him  to  a  soldier  or  a 
scholar,  he  went  limping ;  but  when  to  one  of  his  bawds  or  mis- 
tresses, he  flew  like  lightning.  The  moral  is  thus  :  the  riches  that 
come  in  God's  name,  and  are  sent  to  honest  men,  come  slowly ;  but 
they  that  come  by  unjust  dealing,  flow  in  apace.  He  that  resolves 
to  be  evil,  may  soon  be  rich ;  when  the  spring  of  conscience  is 
screwed  up  to  the  highest  pin  that  is  ready  to  crack,  when  religion 
is  locked  up  in  an  out-room,  and  forbidden,  on  pain  of  death,  to 
look  into  the  shop  or  warehouse,  then  is  the  devil  on  his  throne. 
But  more  safe  and  welcome  is  the  gain  that  comes  in  the  slow 
wain  of  honesty,  than  that  which  comes  hurrying  in  the  swift  chariot 
of  iniquity. 

Homer.         T.  Ada/as  on  2  Peter.  Dives  qui  fieri  vult,  Et  cito  vult  fieri. 

yuvenal. 

171 1.  God's  Watchfulness  over  His  People 

for  their  Good. 

The  Egyptians  had  an  idol,  called  Baal-Zephon,  Exod.  xiv.  2, 
which  is,  by  interpretation,  dominus  specula,  lord  of  the  watch- 
tower  ;  his  office  was  to  fright  such  fugitive  Jews  as  should  offer  to 
steal  out  of  the  country ;  but  when  Moses  and  the  people  of  Israel 
passed  that  way,  and  pitched  their  camp  there,  this  drowsy  god 
was  surely  fast  asleep,  for  they  all  marched  on  their  way  without 
let  or  molestation.  Whereas  He  that  keepeth  Israel  neither  slum- 
bereth  nor  sleepeth  ;  He  kept  His  Israel  then,  and  since ;  He 
made  good  His  title  then,  and  will  do  the  like  to  us ;  His  eyes 
run  to  and  fro  through  the  world,  He  is  watchful  over  His  people 
for  their  good. 

Abulens.  in  locum.        T/io.  PesteWi  Visit.  Serm.  at  Lticest.,  1630. 

1 7 1 2.  Husband  the  Head  of  the  Wife. 

The  Persian  ladies  have  to  this  day  some  resemblance  of  a  foot, 
worn  in  the  top  of  their  coronets,  in  token  that  the  top  of  their 
glory  must  stoop  even  to  their  husband's  feet,  remembering  that 
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of  Vashti,  Est.  i.  ao.  And  who  knows  it  not,  but  that  the  virgin, 
when  she  is  married,  leaveth  to  be  called  after  her  father's  name, 
and  from  thenceforward  is  owned  by  her  husband's ;  besides, 
women  are  said  to  be  under  covert-baron,  so  that  whatsoever  con- 
tracts or  bargains  they  make,  are  of  no  force,  either  by  the  laws  of 
God  or  man,  except  the  husband  do  approve  the  same,  Ephes.  v. 
22.  Hence  it  is  that  the  husband  is  called  the  head  of  the  wife. 
And  man  is  more  excellent  than  woman,  (not  to  go  so  far  as 
Aristotle,  to  say,  she  is  only  oifmKpa  tfrvaw:,  the  aberration  of  na- 
ture,) and  surely  more  eminent,  respectu  originis  et  rationt finis,  the 
man  was  not  created  for  the  woman,  but  the  woman  for  the  man ; 
and  then,  ratiorie  dominii,  God  gave  him  not  power  to  rule  over 
the  beasts,  but  the  woman  too,  Gen.  iii.  16.  And  every  school- 
boy can  say,  the  masculine  is  more  worthy  than  the  feminine ;  so 
that  obeying  husbands  and  commanding  wives  may  be  well  said 
to  live  very  unnaturally,  and  contrary  to  the  order  of  creation. 

Pet.  Bizari,  Her.  Persic.  Hilt.       Lib.  de  Cura  Rei  Famil. 

17 13.  Riches,  the  Danger  that  Attends  them. 

^sop  hath  a  fable  of  the  two  frogs  that,  in  the  time  of  drought, 
when  the  plashes  were  dry,  consulted  what  was  best  to  be  done  ; 
one  advised  to  go  down  into  a  deep  well,  because  it  was  likely  the 
water  would  not  fail  there ;  the  other  answered,  But  if  it  do  fail, 
how  shall  we  get  up  again  ?  Thus  riches  are  a  pit,  whereinto  we 
soon  slip,  but  can  hardly  scramble  out.  Small  puddles,  light  gains 
will  not  serve  some,  they  must  plunge  into  deep  wells,  excessive 
profits  ;  but  they  do  not  consider  how  they  shall  get  out  again, 
they  do  not  mind  the  great  dangers  that  are  attendant  upon  riches, 
whereby  it  comes  to  pass  that  they  are  either  famished  for  want 
of  grace,  or  drowned  in  a  deluge  of  wealth.  If,  then,  this  world  be 
a  sea,  over  which  we  must  swim  to  the  Land  of  Promise,  there 
will  be  no  necessity  of  such  abundance  of  luggage,  except  it  be  to 
make  us  sink  the  deeper. 

D.  Valentine  at  St.  Pauts,  London,  a  Sermon,  1 623,       O/es  irritamcnta 

maloruiH. 


1 7 14.  The  Inconstancy  of  Worldly  Honon, 
and  Preferments. 


When  Alexander  in  the  height  of  his  glory  kept  (as  the  history 
saith)  cvnvenfum  terrarum  orbis,  a  parliament  of  the  whole  world, 
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himself  was  summoned  by  death  to  appear  in  another  world  ;  and 
it  was  res  spectaeulo  digna,  (saith  another  historian,)  a  wonderful 
precedent  of  the  vanity  and  variety  of  human  condition,  to  see 
mighty  Xerxes  to  float  and  flee  away  in  a  small  vessel,  who  but  a 
little  before  wanted  sea  room  for  his  navy;  but  if  ever  there  was 
a  lively  spectacle  of  the  world's  vanity  and  misery,  it  was  in  Zede- 
kiah,  2  Kings  xxv.  7.  This  is  the  world's  inconstancy,  the  world's 
grand  impostry.  the  flux  and  reflux  of  honours  and  advancement- 
men  erewhile  shining  in  glory  like  stars  in  the  firmament,  now 
vanishing  like  comets.  How  hath  the  moon  of  great  men's 
honours  been  eclipsed  at  the  full  !  and  the  sun  of  their  pomp  gone 
down  at  noon  !  such  is  the  uncertainty  of  aH  worldly  honours 
and  preferments  whatsoever. 

PiuiarcA.     J.  Dtnttoti,  Soul's  Safety,  a  Serm.,  l6zi.      Justin.      Nihil  est 
in  vita  durabile :  non  opes,  not  imperium.     Const.  Manass.,  Annal. 

171 5.   God  fetching  Testimonies  of  Truth 
out  of  the  Mouths  of  Adversaries. 

The  Egyptian  sorcerers  were  forced  to  confess  that  the  finger  of 
God  was  in  the  miracles  that  Moses  wrought  before  Pharaoh, 
Exod.  viii.  19.  Nebuchadnezzar,  as  stiff  as  he  was  against  the 
three  children,  yet  when  they  are  freed  from  the  flames,  God  ex- 
torteth  this  speech  from  him,  That  no  god  could  deliver  like  their 
God,  Dan.  iii.  28.  The  wife  of  Haman,  as  ill-affected  as  she  was 
towards  Mordecai,  yet  she  saith,  If  Mordecai  be  of  the  seed  of  the 
Jews,  before  whom  thou  hast  begun  to  fall,  thou  shalt  not  prevail 
against  him,  Est.  vi.  13.  The  officers  that  were  sent  to  apprehend 
Christ,  instead  of  bringing  Him,  they  brought  a  testimony  of  Him, 
Never  man  spake  like  this  Man,  John  vii.  46.  But  to  come  nearer: 
Stephen  Gardiner,  sometime  a  great  man  of  this  nation,  and  Bishop 
of  Winchester,  lying  on  his  death-bed,  and  the  Bishop  of  Chiches- 
ter, his  old  acquaintance,  coming  to  visit  him  ;  when  the  promises 
of  the  Gospel  and  salvation  by  the  blood  of  Christ  was  laid  to 
his  soul,  made  answer :  Nay,  if  you  open  that  gap  once,  then 
farewell  all.  Not  much  unlike  hereunto,  is  the  close  of  that 
learned  cardinal  who,  after  the  expense  of  many  arguments  to  the 
contrary,  concludes :  Sed,  propter  incertitudinem  propria  justicia, 
tt  periculum  inanis  gloria  tutissimum  est,  6rc,  that  because  of  the 
uncertainty  of  our  own  righteousness,  and  the  danger  of  vain-glory, 
the  most  safe  way  is  to  rely  upon  the  merits  of  Christ  \csa&. 
vol.  11.  11 


•5» 


Thus  it  is  that  God  can  fetch  high*,  oat  of  darkness,  testimonies  of 
truth  out  of  the  mouths  of  very  adversaries,  magna  at  veriias  d 


fwatthU,  tuj  prat  is  the  truth,  that  it  wfll  prevail,  and  so  power 
<\il  ix  God,  that  He  huh  not  calf  the  tongues  of  men,  but  th 
hearts  also,  and  twitt  thee*  as  the  waters  of  the  south  which  way 
inrvei  Hi-  i>U-.ise»ft  CD  -  s  chat  Balaam  shall  bless those 
whmn  Bank  tMimh.  Nona,  xxm.  jo,  and  the  Midianites  thrust 
theii  into    c  another^  bevels.   Madrr^n  must  they  needs 

btt  than,  (o  lock  up  the  tram,  for  at  arffl  break  forth,  maugre 
Opposition  whatsoever. 


er- 
-ay 
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1716.  God      «#/>•  SearcArr  of  the  Heart  of 

Man. 


Tun  pom  ki^n  that  when  Jupfter  had  saade  man,  and  was  d 
li|(liic«l  with  his  own  beauteous  fabric,  he  asked  Moons,  w?r 
Mull  ht  couM  aspy  m  that  canons  piece,  what  out  of  square, 
wmiln  Mu'u      M.     -  :    ortjon,  the  co 

|<li  mm,  1  ho  ,;>;v-  :  m«  I  •  I  SBMBfes,  me  correspondence 
(If  pantlence  of  the  parts ;  and  in  a  word,  the  symmetry  and 
mony  of  the  whole:  he  wouM  see  him  go,  and  liked  the  motion 
he  would  hear  hkn  speak,  and  praised  his  voice  and  expression 
hut  at  Inst  he  s^ied  a  fault,  and  asked  Jupiter  whereabout  h* 
heart  lay.  He  told  hira.  within  a  secret  chamber  like  a  queen  fat' 
hri  pivv  Uvtl^m,;,  whither  they  that  come  must  first  pass  the  j_ 
1  Imutlioi  .hhI  iho  presence,  there  being  a  court  of  guard,  forces  1 
tmtihi  .\tums  to  save  it,  shadows  to  hide  it,  that  it  might  not  I 
visible  1  There  then  is  the  fault,  (sarth  Morass,)  thou  hast  foigotte 
to  Wake  a  window  into  this  chamber,  that  men  might  look  in  and 
tec  what  the  heart  is  doing,  and  whether  her  recorder,  the. 
tongue,  do  n^tce  withlM -  '  *  ■  "   "  >  :>.e  r.usterpse 

ol  Ootfl  Creation,  eaxnnsitehr  and  wonderfully  made,  but  I 
limit  1-  1  lose  and  deceitful  aboVe  all  things,  Jer.  xvii  9.  Had  he 
but  ttchis  ttnfitnttum,  a  glass  window  in  his  heart,  how  would  the 
bl.uk  device*  which  ate  contrived  a>  temdru,  appear  palpably 
odious  '  How  nuuldthccoalsof  festering  malkv  Uister  the  tongues, 
and  scald  the  lips  ot  :  ■  ....         -  ■  .:"  r  v.-.tir  hearts; 

Psal.  catl,  a,   Then  it  would  be  seen,  how  they  pack  and  shuffl 
and  cut,  and  deal  too  :  but  it  is  a  poor  game  to  the  innocent, 
the  meantime,  let  all  such  know,  that  the  privy  ^wnrtm-  of 
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heart  hath  a  window  to  God's,  though  not  to  man's  or  angels',  in- 
spection. 

J laments.       T.  Adams'  Exposit.  on  2  Pet.       Conr,  Zumgtri  Tkeat.  Hum. 

Vita. 

17 17.  The  Union  and  Fellowship  of  God's 
Children  one  with  another. 

The  least  drop  of  water  hath  the  nature  of  its  element,  hath  the 
entire  properties  of  it,  partakes  of  the  round  figure  of  that  element, 
and  best  agrees  and  unites  itself  to  water.  In  like  manner  it  is 
with  fire,  and  the  rest  of  the  elements,  being  homogeneal  bodies, 
every  part  doth  suscipere  rationem  totius,  participate  of  the  name 
and  nature  of  the  whole,  shuns  what  is  contrary  to  that  nature, 
and  most  willingly  gathers  itself  to  that  which  is  of  the  same  kind. 
So  it  is  with  the  tnie  members  of  that  mystical  body  whereof 
Christ  is  the  head  ;  such  is  the  union,  unanimity,  association  and 
fellowship  of  the  people  of  God  one  amongst  another,  that  they 
cannot  suffer  themselves  to  be  combined  with  wicked  persons  and 
unbelievers ;  no,  they  will  associate  none  unto  themselves  by  their 
goodwills,  who  are  not  endowed  with  grace  and  goodness  and  a 
godly  conversation,  being  the  true  qualities  and  marks  of  that  true 
church  whereof  they  themselves  are  true  members. 

Sermon  on  Josh,  iv.  15,  per  ignotum. 

17 18.  Excellency  of  the  Crown  of  Glory. 

Many  were  the  sorts  of  crowns  which  were  in  use  among  the 
Roman  victors  ;  as,  1,  corona  civua,  a  crown  made  of  oaken 
boughs,  which  was  given  by  the  Romans  to  him  that  saved  the 
life  of  any  citizen  in  battle  against  his  enemies ;  obsidionalis, 
which  was  of  grass,  given  to  him  that  delivered  a  town  or  city  from 
siege  ;  3,  mura/is,  which  was  of  gold,  given  to  him  that  first  scaled 
the  wall  of  any  town  or  castle ;  4,  castralis,  which  was  likewise  of 
gold,  given  to  him  that  first  entered  the  camp  of  the  enemy;  5, 
navaiis,  and  that  also  of  gold,  given  unto  him  that  first  boarded 
the  ship  of  an  enemy  ;  6,  ova/is,  which  was  given  to  those  captains 
(and  that  of  myrtle)  that  subdued  any  town  or  city,  or  that  won 
any  field  easily  without  blood ;  7,  triumphalis,  which  was  of 
laurel,  given  to  the  chief  general  or  consul,  which  after  some  signal 
victory  came  home  triumphing.  These,  with  many  other,  as  im- 
perial, regal,  and  princely  crowns  (rather  garlands     cwycvt\s>  to 
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Thus  it  is  that  God  can  fetch  light  out  of  darkness,  testimonies  of 
truth  out  of  the  mouths  of  very  adversaries,  magna  est  Veritas  et 
pravalebit,  so  great  is  the  truth,  that  it  will  prevail,  and  so  power- 
ful is  God,  that  He  hath  not  only  the  tongues  of  men,  but  their 
hearts  also,  and  turns  them  as  the  waters  of  the  south  which  way 
soever  He  please,  Psalm  cxxvi.  4 ;  so  that  Balaam  shall  bless  those 
whom  Balak  curseth,  Num.  xxii.  36,  and  the  Midianites  thrust 
their  swords  into  one  another's  bowels.  Madmen  must  they  needs 
be,  then,  to  lock  up  the  truth,  for  it  will  break  forth,  maugre  all 
opposition  whatsoever. 


Acts  and  Monuments.       Rob.  Bcllarm.  dc  Justific.,  Lib.  v.  tap.  7. 

1716.  God  the  only  Searcher  of  the  Heart 

Man. 


°f 


The  poets  feign  that  when  Jupiter  had  made  man,  and  was  de- 
lighted with  his  own  beauteous  fabric,  he  asked  Momus,  what 
fault  he  could  espy  in  that  curious  piece,  what  out  of  square,  or 
worthy  blame.  Momus  commended  the  proportion,  the  com- 
plexion, the  disposition  of  the  lineaments,  the  correspondence  and 
dependence  of  the  parts  ;  and  in  a  word,  the  symmetry  and  har- 
mony of  the  whole :  he  would  see  him  go,  and  liked  the  motion  ; 
he  would  hear  him  speak,  and  praised  his  voice  and  expression  ; 
but  at  last  he  spied  a  fault,  and  asked  Jupiter  whereabout  his 
heart  lay.  He  told  him,  within  a  secret  chamber  like  a  queen  in 
her  privy  lodging,  whither  they  that  come  must  first  pass  the  great 
chamber  and  the  presence,  there  being  a  court  of  guard,  forces  and 
fortifications  to  save  it,  shadows  to  hide  it,  that  it  might  not  be 
visible ;  There  then  is  the  fault,  (saith  Momus,)  thou  hast  forgotten 
to  make  a  window  into  this  chamber,  that  men  might  look  in  and 
see  what  the  heart  is  doing,  and  whether  her  recorder,  the 
tongue,  do  agree  with  her  meaning.  Thus  man  is  the  masterpiece 
of  God's  Creation,  exquisitely  and  wonderfully  made,  but  his 
heart  is  close  and  deceitful  above  all  things,  Jer.  xvii.  9.  Had  he 
but  pectus  fenestratum,  a  glass  window  in  his  heart,  how  would  the 
black  devices  which  are  contrived  in  tenebris,  appear  palpably 
odious  !  How  would  the  coals  of  festering  malice  blister  the  tongues, 
and  scald  the  lips  of  them  that  imagine  mischief  in  their  hearts ; 
Psal.  cxl.  1.  Then  it  would  be  seen,  how  they  pack  and  shuffle, 
and  cut,  and  deal  too  ;  but  it  is  a  poor  game  to  the  innocent.  In 
the  meantime,  let  all  such  know,  that  the  privy  chamber  of 
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eart  hath  a  window  to  God's,  though  not  to  man's  or  angels',  in- 
spection. 

Homtrus.       T.  Adams'  Expesit.  on  2  Pet.       Conr.  Zuingeri  Theat.  Hum. 

Vita. 

17 17.  The  Union  and  Fellowship  of  God's 
Children  one  with  another. 

The  least  drop  of  water  hath  the  nature  of  its  element,  hath  the 
entire  properties  of  it,  partakes  of  the  round  figure  of  that  element, 
and  best  agrees  and  unites  itself  to  water.  In  like  manner  it  is 
with  fire,  and  the  rest  of  the  elements,  being  homogeneal  bodies, 
every  part  doth  suscipere  rationem  tofius,  participate  of  the  name 
and  nature  of  the  whole,  shuns  what  is  contrary  to  that  nature, 
and  most  willingly  gathers  itself  to  that  which  is  of  the  same  kind. 
So  it  is  with  the  true  members  of  that  mystical  body  whereof 
Christ  is  the  head  ;  such  is  the  union,  unanimity,  association  and 
fellowship  of  the  people  of  God  one  amongst  another,  that  they 
cannot  suffer  themselves  to  be  combined  with  wicked  persons  and 
unbelievers ;  no,  they  will  associate  none  unto  themselves  by  their 
goodwills,  who  are  not  endowed  with  grace  and  goodness  and  a 
godly  conversation,  being  the  true  qualities  and  marks  of  that  true 
church  whereof  they  themselves  are  true  members. 

Sermon  on  Josh.  iv.  15,  per  ignotum. 

17 18.  Excellency  of  the  Crown  of  Glory. 

Many  were  the  sorts  of  crowns  which  were  in  use  among  the 
Roman  victors ;  as,  1,  corona  tivka,  a  crown  made  of  oaken 
boughs,  which  was  given  by  the  Romans  to  him  that  saved  the 
life  of  any  citizen  in  battle  against  his  enemies ;  2,  obsidionalis, 
which  was  of  grass,  given  to  him  that  delivered  a  town  or  city  from 
siege  ;  3,  muralis,  which  was  of  gold,  given  to  him  that  first  scaled 
the  wall  of  any  town  or  castle  ;  4,  casiraiis,  which  was  likewise  of 
gold,  given  to  him  that  first  entered  the  camp  of  the  enemy;  5, 
nava/is,  and  that  also  of  gold,  given  unto  him  that  first  boarded 
the  ship  of  an  enemy  ;  6,  ova/is,  which  was  given  to  those  captains 
(and  that  of  myrtle)  that  subdued  any  town  or  city,  or  that  won 
any  field  easily  without  blood ;  7,  triumphalis,  which  was  of 
laurel,  given  to  the  chief  general  or  consul,  which  after  some  signal 
victory  came  home  triumphing.  These,  with  many  other,  as  im- 
perial, regal,  and  princely  crowns  (rather  garlands  or  coronets  than 
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crowns)  arc  not  to  be  compared  to  the  crown  of  glory  which  G 
hath  prepared  for  those  that  love  Him.  Who  is  able  to  express 
the  glory  of  it  1  or  to  what  glorious  thing  shall  it  be  likened  1 
Ingenium,fateor,  transcendit  gloria,  if  I  had  the  tongue  of  men  and 
angels,  I  were  not  able  to  decipher  it,  as  it  worthily  deserveth. 
It  is  not  only  a  crown  of  glory,  but  hath  divers  other  titles  of  pre- 
eminency  given  unto  it,  of  which  all  shall  be  true  partakers  that 
are  godly  ;  a  crown  of  righteousness,  by  the  imputation  of  Christ's 
righteousness,  a  Tim.  iv,  8  ;  a  crown  of  life,  Rev.  ti.  io,  Jam.  i.  12, 
because  those  that  have  it  shall  be  made  capable  of  life  eternal ; 
a  crown  of  stars,  because  they  that  receive  it  shall  shine  as  stars 
for  ever  and  ever. 


Wolfgang.  Lasius  in  Com.  Reipub.  Rom.  Li!',  ix.       Clim.  Alex.  Padag. 
ii.  cap.  8.       Sic  parvis  est  componere  magna. 


17 19.  The  Slavery  of  Sin  to  be  Avoided. 

When  Alexander  found  Diogenes  in  his  tub,  aDd  disputed  with 
him,  whether  was  the  freer  estate,  with  Alexander  to  command  the 
world,  or  with  Diogenes  to  be  confined  to  a  barrel ;  the  Cynic 
answered:  Latiortua  potestas  non  feiicior,  thou  commandest  others, 
I  command  myself;  I  am  a  servant  to  the  king,  the  king  is  a  ser- 
vant to  his  slave,  yea  even  to  my  slave  ;  I  am  emperor  over  those 
affections  that  exercise  a  dominion  over  thee.  And  surely  most 
true  is  that  undeniable  axiom,  Quot  vitia  tot '  tyranni,  sin  and  slavery 
cannot  be  separated.  The  dog  runs  at  the  master's  whistling,  but 
for  the  master  to  go  at  the  -dog's  commanding,  is  a  preposterous 
servility;  great  cause  have  we  then  to  abandon  that  service  which 
must  be  obsequious  to  the  vilest,  proudest,  basest  grooms  in  our 
family,  our  own  carnal  lusts,  which  are  no  better  (though  they 
dwell  with  us)  than  the  very  limbs  of  Belial. 

Diog.  Latrt.  in  Vita  Diogenis.  Impius  non  unias  hominis,  sed,  quod  gra 
vins  est,  tot  dominorum  quot  vitiorum  servus  est,  Aug.  de  Civit.  Dei, 
Lib.  iv. 

1720.  How  to  Use  the  World  Rightly. 

A  servant,  whilst  a  stranger  walks  with  his  master,  follows  them 
both  ;  but  when  the  stranger  takes  his  leave  and  departs  from  his 
master,  he  leaves  the  stranger,  and  followeth  his  master:  thus, 
while  the  world  doth  any  way  concur  with  the  Lord,  and  conduce 
to  the  salvation  of  the  precious  soul,  so  far  we  may  accompany  it ; 
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t  if  it  once  depart  from  that,  then  let  us  give  the  world  a  fare- 
well, follow  God,  and  have  a  care  of  our  souls.  Again,  as  Almighty 
God,  by  bounding  and  confining  the  waters  to  their  proper  places, 
hath  made  the  sea  a  garment,  which  was  before  a  grave  to  the 
whole  earth,  Gen.  i.  9,  so  we  by  bounding  and  ordering  our 
affections  toward  the  world,  and  actions  in  the  world,  may  make 
it  a  help,  which  otherwise  would  be  a  hindrance  in  our  way  to 
Heaven  ;  Fac  trajectitium,  {saith  St.  Augustine,)  meaning  that  we 
should  employ  these  earthly  things  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
good  of  our  brethren,  that  like  provident  merchants,  we  may  have 
those  temporals  returned  in  Heaven,  by  bill  of  exchange,  into 
things  eternal. 

jfiA.  Denison's  Houfs  Safety,  a  Sermon,  l6il.      Da  lua  dum  tua  sunt. 

1 72 1.  Christianity  the  Best  Nobility. 

Hf.rmodius,  a  nobleman  born,  upbraided  the  valiant  captain 
Iphicrates,  for  that  he  was  but  a  shoemaker's  son  ;  My  blood, 
saith  Iphicrates,  taketh  beginning  at  me,  and  thy  blood  at  thee 
now  taketh  her  farewell ;  intimating,  that  he  not  honouring  his 
house  with  the  glory  of  his  virtues,  as  the  house  had  honoured 
him  with  the  title  of  nobility,  was  but  as  a  wooden  knife  put  into 
an  empty  sheath,  to  fill  up  the  place ;  but  for  himself,  he  by  his 
valorous  achievements,  was  now  beginning  to  be  the  raiser  of  his 
family.  Thus,  in  the  matter  of  spirituality,  he  is  the  best  gentleman 
that  is  the  best  Christian.  The  men  of  Berea,  who  received  the 
Word  with  all  readiness,  were  more  noble  than  those  of  Thessa- 
lonica.  Acts  xvii.  11.  The  burgesses  of  God's  city  be  not  of  base 
lineage,  but  truly  noble,  Gal.  iv.  26  ;  they  boast  not  of  their  genera- 
tion, but  their  regeneration,  which  is  far  better,  Heb.  ii.  1 1  ;  for, 
by  their  second  birth,  they  are  the  sons  of  God,  and  the  church  is 
their  mother,  and  Christ  their  elder  brother,  the  Holy  Ghost  their 
tutor,  angels  their  attendants,  Heb.  i.  14,  all  other  creatures  their 
subjects,  the  whole  world  their  inn,  and  Heaven  their  home,  John 
jbv.  2. 

Plutarch.      1).  Winnicle,  Dean  of  St.  Pauls,  Land.,  a  Serm.,  1634. 

1722.  The  Devil  Rewarding  his  Servants. 

Charles,  King  of  Sweden,  a  great  enemy  of  the  Jesuits,  when  in 
the  time  of  war,  he  took  any  of  their  colleges,  would  first  hang  up 
all  the  old  Jesuits,  and  then  put  the  rest  into  his  mraes,  sa.-fav^, 


that  since  they  had  wrought  so  hard  above  ground,  he  w 
now  make  a  trial  how  they  could  work  under  ground.  Thus  the 
devil,  when  the  wicked  have  done  him  what  evil  service  they  can 
upon  earth,  he  confines  them  to  his  lower  vaults  in  hell  for  ever- 
more. A  sad  reward  1  to  sow  trouble,  and  reap  nothing  but  horror 
and  vexation  of  spirit,  still  bringing  fuel  to  that  fire  which  must 
bum  themselves  to  all  eternity. 

Mart.  Cromerus  in  Hist.  Polon.       Quod  quisque  fait  patitttr,  aitctonm 
repetit.    Sen,  Iier£,  Fur. 

1723.  Everything  in  Species  made  Perfect 
at  one  and  the  same  time  in  the  Creation. 

All  artists  in  what  they  do  have  their  second  thoughts  (and  those 
usually  are  the  best).  As  for  example,  a  watchmaker  sets  upon  a 
piece  of  work,  (it  being  the  first  time  that  ever  men  were  wont  to 
carry  a  pass-time  in  their  pockets,)  but  having  better  considered  of 
it,  he  makes  another,  and  a  third,  some  oval,  some  round,  some 
square,  every  one  adding  lustre  and  perfection  to  the  first  inven- 
tion, (whereas  heretofore  they  were  rather  like  warming-pans  to 
weary  us,  than  warning-pieces  to  admonish  us  how  the  time  passed :) 
the  like  may  be  said  of  the  famous  arts  of  printing,  painting,  and 
the  like,  all  of  them  outdoing  the  first  copies  they  were  set  to  go 
by.  But  it  was  not  so  with  God  in  the  creation  of  the  several 
species  of  nature  ;  He  made  them  all  perfect  simul el  semel,  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  everything  pondere  et  mensura,  so  just,  so  pro- 
portionate in  the  parts,  such  an  elementary  harmony,  such  a  sym- 
metry in  the  bodies  of  animals,  such  a  correspondency  of  vegetals, 
that  nothing  is  defective,  neither  can  anything  be  added  to  the 
perfection  thereof. 

Tlio.  White's  Sermon,  at  St.  Giles',  Crifplegate,  London,  1653. 

1724.  Men  to  Argue  themselves  into  a  Mood 

of  Contentment. 

Alexander,  that  great  monarch  of  the  world,  was  discontent 
because  ivy  would  not  grow  in  his  gardens  at  Babylon  ;  but  the 
Cynic  was  herein  more  wise,  who  finding  a  mouse  in  his  satchel, 
said,  He  saw  that  himself  was  not  so  poor,  but  some  were  glad  of 
his  leavings.  Thus,  had  we  but  hearts  to  improve  higher  provi- 
dences, we  might  soon  rock  our  peevish  spirits  quiet  by  much 
stronger  arguments  ;  as  to  take  notice  of  God's  bountiful  dealing 
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with  us,  that  we  are  less  than  the  least  of  His  mercies,  that  though 
we  be  not  set  in  the  highest  form,  yet  there  are  many  below  us, 
that  God  is  our  good  Benefactor,  Psalm  adv.  15,  this  would  bring 
us  to  that  pass,  as  to  conclude  with  ourselves,  having  food  and 
raiment,  therewith  to  be  content,  1  Tim.  vi.  8  ;  and  though  we 
were  many  times  cut  short  of  creature  accommodations,  yet  this 
would  limit  our  desires  after  them,  and  make  us  rest  assured  that 
nothing  is  withdrawn  or  withheld  from  us,  which  might  be  really 
advantageous  to  us. 

Diog.  Laert.  in  Vita,        T.  Watson's  Art  of  Contentment. 

1725.  To  do  Good  for  Evil. 

A  malefactor,  in  birth  and  person  a  comely  gentleman,  was  sen- 
tenced to  death  by  a  judge,  deformed  in  body.  Hereupon  he 
turned  ajl  his  prayers  unto  Heaven,  into  curses  and  revilings  of 
the  judge,  calling  him  a  stigmatical  and  bloody  man.  The  patient 
judge  for  that  time  reprieved  him,  still  he  continued  the  same  lan- 
guage of  invectives  and  blasphemies  against  him.  The  next  ses- 
sions, being  brought  again  to  the  bar,  the  judge  asked  him,  if  his 
choler  were  anything  boiled  away  and  spent ;  but  then  he  re- 
doubled his  railings,  yet  he  reprieved  him  again,  as  loath  to  let 
him  die  in  so  uncharitable  and  desperate  condition  of  soul.  Before 
the  third  assizes,  he  sent  for  him  to  his  chamber  in  London,  and 
asked  him  if  he  were  yet  more  pacified  ;  still  nothing  came  from 
him  but  words  of  inveterate  rancour ;  whereupon  said  the  judge, 
God  forgive  thee,  I  do  ;  and  withal  threw  him  a  pardon :  whereat 
he  was  so  astonished,  that  being  hardly  recovered  from  a  swoon 
that  he  fell  into,  he  refused  the  pardon  for  his  life,  unless  the 
judge  would  both  pardon  his  malice,  and  admit  him  into  his  ser- 
vice ;  he  did  so,  and  found  him  so  faithful,  that  dying,  he  gave 
him  the  greatest  part  of  his  estate.  Here  now  was  extreme  evil 
overcome  with  extraordinary  goodness  ;  a  conquest  without  blood, 
the  best  of  all  victories  ;  love  overcoming  evil  with  good,  Rom.  xii. 
a  1.  This  is  to  be  like  God,  whose  image  we  bear  in  our  creation, 
and  to  whose  image  we  are  restored  in  our  redemption. 

T.  Adams'  Exposit,  on  2  Pet.        Inimicis  non  est  male  faciendum,  vel 
ulciscendum  injurias.    Ficinus  111  Plat.  Crit. 

1726.  God's  Dwelling  in  the  Humble  Spirit. 

A  gentlewoman  (of  more  than  ordinary  quality  and  breeding) 
being  much  troubled  in  mind,  and  cast  down  kvYiex  s>o\i\. 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &c 


sad  thoughts  of  spiritual  desertion,  her  husband  (with  the  ass' 
ance  of  others  better  experienced  in  such  cases  than  himself,)  did 
all  that  he  could  by  prayers  unto  God,  and  otherwise  by  persua- 
sion, to  reduce  her  to  the  knowledge  of  God  s  mercy  and  goodness 
to  her ;  but  all  in  vain,  she  could  not  be  drawn  either  to  hear  or 
read  anything  that  might  work  for  her  spiritual  advantage.  M 
last  her  husband,  by  much  importunity,  prevailed  that  he  might 
read  but  one  chapter  in  the  Bible  unto  her.  The  chapter  was  Isa. 
Ivii.,  and  when  he  came  to  the  fifteenth  verse,  in  these  words  :  For 
thus  saith  the  high  and  lofty  One  that  inhabiteth  eternity,  whose 
name  is  Holy,  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place,  with  him  also 
that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  spirit,  to  revive  the  spirit  of  the 
humble,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones,  O,  says  she, 
is  it  so  that  God  dwells  with  a  contrite  and  humble  spirit,  then  I 
am  sure  that  He  dwells  with  me ;  for  my  heart  is  broken  into  a 
thousand  pieces,  O  happy  text  and  happy  time  that  ever  I  should 
hear  such  comfort ;  and  she  was  thereupon  recovered.  Thus  it 
may  be  very  well  concluded  that  God  makes  His  dwelling  in  a 
humble  heart,  not  with  him  that  is  proud  and  high-minded,  one 
that  looks  high  and  speaketh  big  words,  such  shall  be  pulled  down 
from  their  seats,  when  the  lowly  and  the  meek  shall  be  exalted, 
and  made  a  fit  habitation  for  the  high  and  mighty  God  to  dwell  in. 

Tho.  Whites  Sermon,  at  St.  Giles',  Crifif  legate.  Land.,  1653.     Quawvis  habh 
in  extelso  Dens,  non  desinit  habitare  in  humilisfiritu.    Gab.  Alvams.  in 


1727.  The  Quietness  of  Contentment. 


kabitit 
be. 


The  wheels  of  the  chariot  move,  but  the  axle-tree  stirs  not ;  the 
circumference  of  the  heavens  is  carried  about  the  earth,  but  the 
earth  moves  not  out  of  its  centre  ;  the  sails  of  a  mill  move  with 
the  wind,  but  the  mill  itself  stands  still :  all  emblems  of  content- 
ment ;  and  thus  it  is,  that  a  Christian  is  like  Noah  in  the  ark, 
which  though  tossed  with  the  waters,  he  could  sit  and  sing  in  it, 
and  a  soul  that  is  gotten  into  the  ark  of  contentment,  sings  and 
sits  quietly,  and  sails  above  all  the  waves  of  trouble ;  when  it 
meets  with  motion  and  change  in  the  creatures  round  about  on 
every  side,  it  stirs  not  nor  is  moved  out  of  its  place ;  when  the 
outward  estate  moves  with  the  wind  of  Providence,  yet  the  heart 
is  settled  through  holy  contentment ;  and  when  others  like  quick- 
silver shake  and  tremble  through  disquiet,  the  contented  spirit  can 
say  with  David,  O  God,  my  heart  is  fixed,  my  heart  is  fixed, 
Psal.  Ivii.  7. 

T.  IVu/joh'i  Art  0/  Contentment. 
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1728.  The  most  Silent  Conscience  will  Speak 
out  at  last. 

John  the  Baptist  was  called  the  Voice  of  Christ,  Vox  C/amatifis, 
Ihe  voice  of  Him  that  cries  in  the  wilderness  :  Herod  did  cut  oft 
his  head.  Now  Christ  spake  not  many  words  to  His  apprehenders 
and  accusers,  not  many  to  the  high  priest,  nor  to  the  judge  Pilate  ; 
but  when  He  came  before  Herod,  He  spake  never  a  word  at  all. 
Among  other  reasons,  this  is  wittily  given,  He  spake  not  a  word 
to  Herod,  because  Herod  had  taken  away  His  voice  in  beheading 
John  ;  and  how  should  He  speak  without  a  voice  ?  There  may  be 
a  voice  without  speech,  but  no  speech  without  voice.  Now,  the 
ton^jue  of  the  soul  is  conscience,  the  voice  with  which  she  is  best 
acquainted  ;  but  men  for  the  most  part  have  tongue-tied  their  con- 
Kaences,  taken  away  her  voice,  and  who  shall  control  them?  yet 
when  God  shall  untie  those  strings  and  unmuzzle  their  consciences, 
she  will  be  heard,  and  ten  concerts  of  music  shall  not  drown  her 
clamorous  cries.  Now  it  is  that  their  conscience  is  bound,  and 
they  are  loose  ;  but  in  the  day  of  trouble  themselves  shall  be  bound, 
and  Clod  shall  let  their  conscience  loose ;  it  shall  be  hard  for  them, 
with  that  frantic  musician,  to  fall  a  tuning  their  viols,  when  their 
house  is  on  fire  about  their  ears.  When  all  the  doors  are  shut  up 
to  the  voices  of  men,  conscience  will  speak  within,  and  that  with 
a  language  loud  enough  to  be  heard,  easy  enough  to  be  under- 
stood. 

A '/ions,  ab  Avendan.  in  Matlh.       Etsi  clausisparietibus  sis  cooptrtus  tenebrii, 
sine  bste,  habts  (amen  conscientiam  facti,  Aug.  Hp.  aa  Constant. 

1729.  Excellency  of  the  Soul  of  Man. 

When  God  Almighty  had  in  six  days  made  that  common  dial  of 
the  world,  the  light ;  that  storehouse  of  His  justice  and  His  mercy, 
the  firmament  ;  that  ferry  of  the  world,  the  sea ;  man's  workhouse, 
the  earth  ;  chariots  of  light,  the  sun  and  moon  ;  the  airy  choristers, 
the  fowls  ;  and  man's  servants,  the  beasts  ;  yet  had  He  one  more 
excellent  piece  to  be  made,  and  that  was  man,  a  microcosm,  even 
an  abstract  of  the  whole,  to  whom  having  fashioned  a  body,  pro- 
ceeding by  degrees  of  perfection,  He  lastly  created  a  soul ;  and  as 
Ihe  family  of  Matri  was  singled  out  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  and 
Saul  out  of  the  family  of  Matri,  being  higher  than  the  rest  by  the 
shoulders  upwards,  1  Sam.  x.  23,  so  is  the  soul  singled  out  from 
the  other  creatures,  far  surpassing  them  all  ra  exceWewc^, 
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we  consider  the  efficient  cause  of  its  creation,  Elohim  the  blessed 
Trinity  being  then  in  consultation ;  or  the  material  cause,  a  quinta 
essentia^  noble  and  divine  substance  more  excellent  than  the 
heavens ;  or  the  cause  formal,  made  after  the  image  of  God  Him- 
self, Gen,  i.  26  ;  or  lastly,  the,  cause  final,  that  it  might  be  the 
Temple  of  God,  and  the  habitation  of  His  blessed  spirit,  1  Cor. 
vi.  19. 

yh.  Donnis  Serm.  at  St.  PanFi,  Land.,  1627.      Pet.  Gal.  Lib.  ii.  cap.  8. 

1 730.  The  Spiritual  Benefit  of  Poverty. 

The  naturalists,  such  as  write  concerning  the  several  climates, 
observe,  that  such  as  live  under  the  frozen  zone,  in  the  northern 
parts  of  the  world,  if  you  bring  them  to  the  southward,  they  lose 
their  stomachs  and  die  quickly  ;  but  those  that  live  in  the  more 
southern  hot  climates,  bring  them  into  the  north  and  their  stomachs 
mend  and  they  are  long  lived.  Thus  bring  a  man  from  the  cold 
starving  climate  of  poverty,  into  the  hot  southern  climate  of  pros- 
perity, and  he  begins  to  lose  his  appetite  to  good  things,  he  grows 
weak,  and  a  thousand  to  one  if  all  his  religion  do  not  die ;  but 
bring  a  Christian  from  the  south  to  the  north,  from  a  rich  flourish- 
ing estate,  into  a  jejune  low  condition,  let  him  come  into  a  more 
cold  and  hungry  air,  and  then  his  stomach  mends,  he  hath  a  better 
appetite  after  heavenly  things,  he  hungers  more  after  Christ,  hi 
thirsts  more  after  grace,  he  eats  more  of  the  bread  of  life  at  one 
meal  than  he  did  at  six  before,  and  such  a  man  is  like  to  live  and 
hold  out  in  the  way  of  God's  commandments  to  the  end. 

T.  Watson '1  Art  of  Divine  Contentment.         Aurem  cordis  tribulatio  upcrit, 
quj/n  tape prosperitas  hujus  mundi  daudit.    Greg.  Moral,  xvi. 

1731.  A  Foul  Polluted  Soul  the  Object  of 
God's  Hatred. 

The  rheumatic  and  spawling  Cynic,  when  he  was  entreated  by  the 
dainty  mistress  of  the  house  where  he  was  entertained,  that  he 
would  spit  in  the  foulest  part  of  the  house,  did  hereupon  very 
unmannerly  spit  in  the  mistress's  own  face,  because  that  in  his 
opinion  it  was  the  foulest.  Thus,  as  it  is  the  honour  of  the  holy, 
Omnis  decor  ab  intus,  to  be  all  glorious  within,  what  outward  wants 
soever  seem  to  disgrace  them  ;  so  it  is  the  disgrace  of  the  worldly, 
Omnis  f<etor  ab  intus,  they  are  filthy  within,  what  outward  abun- 
dance soever  doth  seem  to  honour  them.     God  requires  truth  in 
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e  inw  ard  parts ;  but  alas,  we  may  say  truly  of  these,  their  in- 
ward parts  are  very  wickedness,  so  that  when  He  sees  their  houses 
neat  and  clean,  the  floors  swept,  the  walls  hung,  the  vessels  scoured, 
their  apparel  brushed,  their  bodies  adorned,  all  curiously  highted, 
only  their  hearts  filthy  and  polluted,  He  will  certainly  spit  his 
contempt  upon  that  heart ;  therefore  wash  thy  heart  from  iniquity, 
O  Jerusalem,  that  thou  mayest  be  saved. 

Diog.  Laert.  in  Vila  Diogeii.        D,  HeweW:  Serm.  at  St.  Sttph.  Walbrv*  i, 
Lend.,  1637.       Ad  Candida  tata  Columba. 

1732.  The  High  Price  of  the  Soul. 

Plato,  that  divine  philosopher,  travelling  to  see  the  wonders  of 
Sicily,  was  (upon  some  discourse  had  betwixt  him  and  Dionysius 
the  tyrant)  apprehended  and  clapped  up  in  prison,  his  fact  was 
made  capital,  but  by  the  favour  of  some  near  the  tyrant,  he  was 
adjudged  to  be  sold.  One  Anneceris  buys  him,  lays  down  twenty 
pounds,  and  sends  him  home  to  Athens.  Seneca  quarrels  the 
price,  censures  Anneceris  for  undervaluing  so  worthy  a  man,  bal- 
ancing one  of  such  high  parts  with  such  a  low  sum  of  money.  But 
this  censure  cannot  light  upon  our  Saviour,  who  gave,  for  the  soul 
of  man,  not  the  earth,  the  sea,  the  world,  but  that  which  was  of 
infinite  value,  even  His  own  dearest  blood,  1  Pet,  i.  19.  Propter 
animam  Deus  fecit  mundum,  6-t'.,  It  was  for  the  soul's  sake  that 
God  made  the  world  ;  and  it  was  for  the  soul's  sake  that  the  Son 
of  God  came  into  the  world,  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  was 
like  unto  man  in  all  things  (sin  only  excepted)  scorned,  scourged, 
derided,  Sue,  and  at  last  submitted  himself  to  death,  even  the 
death  of  the  cross,  Phil.  ii.  8. 

Lactant.  Lib.  iii.  cap.  4.       Chrysostom.  in  Psal.  xlviii.       Chromatius  in 
Atatth.  Horn  25. 

1733,  Prosperity  for  the  most  part  draws 
Envy  to  it. 

heep  that  have  most  wool  are  soonest  fleeced ;  the  fattest  ox 
comes  soonest  to  the  slaughter  ;  the  barren  tree  grows  peaceably ; 
no  man  meddles  with  the  ash  or  willow,  but  the  apple  tree  and 
the  damson  shall  have  many  rude  suitors.  David  a  shepherd  was 
quiet ;  but  David  a  courtier  was  pursued  by  his  enemies.  Thus 
it  is,  that  prosperity  is  an  eyesore  to  many,  and  a  prosperous  con- 
dition for  the  most  part  draws  envy  to  it,  whereas  W  XkaX  carrves. 
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a  less  sail,  that  hath  less  revenues,  hath  less  envy ;  such  as  bear 
up  with  the  greatest  front,  and  make  the  greatest  show  in  the 
world,  are  the  white,  for  envy  and  malice  to  shoot  at. 

T.  Watson's  Divine  Art  of  Contentment.         Noverca  virtutis  prosftrtias,  frv 

CArysolog.  Lib.  L  de  JVugis  Curia!. 


1734.  Liberty  the  Cause  of  Licentiousness. 

It  was  a  grave  and  smart  answer  of  Secretary  Walsingharo,  a  great 
statesman  of  that  time,  when  he  was  consulted  by  the  queen, 
about  the  lawfulness  of  monopoly  licenses  :  Licctitia  onirics  deteri- 
ores  sumus,  We  are  all  the  worse  for  license.  And  most  true  it  is, 
let  but  the  golden  reins  of  law  and  religion  lie  anything  loose  up- 
on the  people's  shoulders,  they  will  soon  be  licentious  enough  }  if 
the  well-compacted  hedge  of  discipline  and  government  be  broken 
down,  neither  church  nor  state  shall  long  want  those  that  will  in- 
trude upon  their  privileges,  and  trample  all  authority  under  their 
feet. 

Sir  J?.  Nanton,  Fragmenta  Regalia.        Suadetque  licentia  tnxitm.  ClauJian. 

1735.   The  Folly  of  Men  in  Parting  with 
their  Souls  for  Trifles. 

We  laugh  at  little  children  to  see  them  part  with  rich  jewels  for 
silly  trifles.  And  who  doth  not  wonder  at  the  folly  of  our  first 
parents,  that  would  lose  paradise  for  an  apple  1  and  of  Esau  that 
sold  his  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage  1  yet,  alas,  daily  experi- 
ence doth  proclaim  it,  that  many  are  so  childish  as  to  part  with 
such  rich  and  precious  jewels  as  their  immortal  souls  for  base  un- 
worthy trifles ;  and  so  foolish  as  to  lose  the  celestial  paradise,  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven  for  earthly  vanities,  of  whom  it  may  be  truly 
said,  as  Augustus  Ciesar  in  another  case  :  They  are  like  a  man 
that  fishes  with  a  golden  hook,  the  gain  can  never  recompense  the 
loss  that  may  be  sustained. 


J0/1.  Drnison't  Sottfs  Safety,  a  Serm.,  1610.        Suetonius  in  Vita. 


1736.  The  Spiritual  Benefit  of  Divine  Con- 
tentment. 

Zkno  (of  whom  Seneca  speaks)  who  had  once  been  very  rich, 
tearing  of  a  sh/pwreck,  and  that  all  his  goods  were  drowned  at 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &C 


sea,  Fortune,  saich  he,  (speaking  in  an  heathen  dialect,  Jubet  me 
Fortuna  expeditius  phitasophari,)  hath  dealt  well  with  me,  and 
would  have  me  now  to  study  philosophy.  He  was  content  to 
change  his  course  of  life,  to  leave  off  being  a  merchant,  and  turn 
philosopher.  And  if  a  heathen  said  thus,  shall  not  a  Christian 
much  more  say,  when  the  world  is  drained  from  him,  Jubet  Deus 
mundum  derelinquere,  et  Christum  expcditius  sequi,  God  would  have 
me  leave  off  following  the  world  and  study  Christ  more,  and  how 
to  get  Heaven ;  to  be  willing  to  have  less  gold  and  more  goodness ; 
to  be  contented  to  have  less  of  the  world,  so  I  may  have  more  of 
Christ ;  to  sit  down  with  a  little,  so  much  as  shall  recruit  nature, 
and  if  that  fail,  so  that  the  slender  barrel  of  provision  fall  shorter 
and  shorter,  not  to  murmur  and  say  with  Micah,  Have  ye  taken 
away  my  gods,  and  do  ye  ask  me,  what  I  ail  ?  Judg.  xviiL  34. 

Seneca  de  Tranquil.       Discite  in  hoc  mundo  supra  mundum  tsse,  et  si  cerput 
geritis,  votitct  in  nobis  ales  inter  tor.    Ambros.  Lib  de  Virg. 

737.  Hope  to  be  Kept  up  in  the  Midst  of  all 
Perplexities. 

Pandora,  a  beautiful  woman  (as  the  poets  feign)  was  framed  by 
Vulcan,  to  whose  making  up  every  god  and  goddess  gave  a  contri- 
bution ;  they  put  into  the  hand  of  this  fair  enchantress  a  goodly 
box  fraught  and  stuffed  with  all  the  woes  and  miseries  that  might 
be,  only  in  the  bottom  of  it  they  placed  hope  ;  it  was  presented 
to  Prometheus,  but  Providence  refused  it ;  then  to  Epimetheus, 
and  After-wit  accepted  it ;  which  he  no  sooner  rapidly  opened,  but 
there  came  out  a  swarm  of  calamities,  fluttering  about  his  ears  ; 
this  he  perceiving,  clapped  on  the  cover  with  all  possible  speed, 
and  so  with  much  ado,  saved  hope  sitting  in  the  bottom.  Such 
an  army  of  miseries,  like  the  troop  issuing  from  the  womb  of  the 
Trojan  horse,  invaded  the  world,  by  opening  the  box  of  Pandora, 
by  tasting  the  apple  of  Eve,  that  if  the  mercy  of  God  had  not  left 
us  hope,  solavi  solantetn  spem,  in  the  bottom,  such  a  hope  as  should 
be  able  to  buoy  us  up  out  of  the  depth  of  misery  wherein  we  were 
involved,  our  case  had  been  most  desperate  ;  let  us  therefore  keep 
up  our  hope  in  the  very  midst  of  all  perplexities  whatsoever. 


/ie-vdus        Cal.  Rhodogin,  Var,  Ltct.  Lib.  \%.        T.  Adams'  Exposit.  on 
2  Peter.      Magna  tomen  spa  est  in  bonitatt  Dti.  Ovid. 
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1 738,  The  Loss  of  the  Soul  irrecoverable. 

St.  Chrysostom  hath  well  observed  with  the  anatomists,  Omnia 
Dots  dedit  duplicia,  God  hath  in  the  frame  of  man's  body  given 
him  two  eyes,  two  ears,  two  hands,  two  feet,  and  the  like,  that  the 
failing  of  the  one  might  be  supplied  by  the  help  of  the  other; 
animiim  vera  unam,  yet  He  hath  given  him,  saith  he,  but  one  soul, 
so  that  if  it  be  lost,  there  is  no  supply  to  be  had.  Nebuchadnezzar 
may  lose  his  kingdom,  and  it  may  be  restored,  Dan.  iv.  36;  Job, 
his  health  and  wealth,  and  they  may  be  recovered,  ch.  xlii.  1  2 ; 
Lazarus,  his  life,  and  he  may  be  revived.  But  for  the  loss  of  the 
soul,  nttllo  tnodo  sarciri,  nulto  pretio  redimi  potest,  no  means  can 
repair  it,  no  price  can  redeem  it,  all  the  world  cannot  recompence 
it ;  being  once  lost,  it  is  lost  irrevocably. 

Chrysoit.  Homit.  xxii.,  ad  Poputum  Antioeh.      Id.  in  Plat.  Htm.  1. 

1739.  The  Hypocrite  and  True  Christian, their 
Difference  in  Growth  of  Grace. 

A  poisonous  weed  may  grow,  as  much  as  the  hyssop  or  rose- 
mary ;  the  poppy  in  the  field,  as  the  com  ;  the  crab,  as  the  pear 
main  ;  but  the  one  hath  a  harsh  sour  taste,  the  other  mellows  as 
it  grows.  Thus  a  hypocrite  may  grow  in  outward  dimensions  as 
much  as  a  child  of  God  ;  he  may  pray  as  much,  possess  as  much, 
but  he  grows  only  in  magnitude,  he  brings  forth  sour  grapes,  his 
duties  are  leavened  with  pride  ;  the  other  ripens  as  he  grows,  he 
grows  in  love,  humility,  faith,  which  do  mellow  and  sweeten  his 
duties,  and  make  them  come  off  with  a  better  relish. 


When  Alexander  the  Great  passed  into  Asia,  he  gave  large  dona- 
tives to  his  captains  and  men  of  merit,  insomuch  that  Parmenio 
asked  him,  Sir,  what  do  you  keep  for  yourself?  He  answered, 
Hope.  And  John  of  Alexandria,  surnamed  the  Almoner,  did 
use  yearly  to  make  even  with  his  revenues,  and  when  he  had  dis- 
tributed  3.1}  to  the  poor,  he  thanked  God  that  he  had  now  nothing 
left  him  but  his  Lord  and  Master  Christ  ]esus,  to  whom  he  longed 


T.  Watson  s  Art  of  Divine  Contentment. 
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fly  with  unlimed  and  untangled  wings.  Thus  we  can  want 
nothing  if  we  want  not  Christ,  He  is  the  good  man's  chief  portion, 
Lam.  iiL  24.  Crosses,  calamities,  poverty  may  take  from  us  all 
the  goods  of  this  world,  or  our  charity  may  give  them  away  ;  the 
worldlings  ask  us  what  we  have  left  for  ourselves  ;  we  answer, 
Only  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  Him  we  have  all  things. 

Plutarch  in  Vita.       Suriut  de  Vitis  SS. 

1 74 1.  The  Soul  not  to  be  Starved  in  the 
Want  of  Means. 

It  was  a  poor  equivocating  trick  of  the  Duke  of  Alva,  at  the  Fuyck 
Sconce  before  Haarlem,  when  having  promised  the  soldiers  their 
lives,  he  caused  them  to  perish  with  hunger ;  and  being  challenged 
with  his  promise,  answered,  That  he  had  given  them  assurance  of 
their  lives,  but  never  promised  that  they  should  have  meat  or 
drink.  And  such  is  the  folly  of  him  that  talks  of  saving  his  soul, 
and  yet  denies  unto  it  the  means  of  salvation,  being  negligent  in 
hearing  of  the  Word,  cold  and  careless  in  prayer,  remiss  in  the 
actions  of  mortification,  and  dull  in  the  entertainment  of  those 
Christian  duties  and  graces,  whereby  the  precious  soul  is  not  only 
preserved  and  nourished,  but  also  adomed  and  beautified. 

Hiit,  Belg ,  Lib.  ix.      D.  Valentine,  a  Sermon  at  St.  Paul's,  Lend.,  1624. 

1742.  Sickness  immediately  Inflicted  by  God. 

Hippocrates  gave  this  counsel  to  all  physicians  that  resorted  unto 
him,  that  when  they  went  upon  any  occasion  to  visit  their  patients, 
they  should  consider  with  themselves  whether  there  were  not 
divinum  quiddam  in  morbis,  the  stroke  of  God  in  the  sickness ; 
because  then  (as  it  should  seem)  he  held  the  cure  to  be  desperate, 
and  that  it  was  but  in  vain  to  administer  any  physic.  Well  1  this 
was  but  one  doctor's  opinion,  and  by  the  leave  of  so  eminent  a 
man,  the  disease  was  not  mortal ;  for  then  no  sickness  were  cur- 
able, because  that  in  every  disease  there  is  the  stroke  of  God, 
patfuid  patimur  venit  ad  alto.  There  is  no  sickness  so  little, 
but  God  hath  a  finger  in  it,  though  it  be  but  the  aching  of  the 
little  finger.  And  though  there  be  in  the  body  but  only  one 
disease  that  is  called  sacer  morbus,  yet  is  it  most  certain,  that  there 
is  sacrum  quiddam  in  omni  morbo,  the  hand  of  God  \u  tNerj  sl<&.- 
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ness,  and  yet  every  sickness  is  not  unto  death,  as  Christ  Himse 
testifieth,  John  xL  4. 

jfan.  Cornarus  in  Vita,        J.  Gosjon.  M.  S. 

1743.  Good  and  Bad  Hearers  of  the  Wora 
their  Difference. 

Two  walking  together  found  a  young  tree  laden  with  fruit ;  both 
did  gather  and  satisfy  themselves  for  the  present.  One  of  them 
took  all  the  remaining  fruit,  and  carried  it  away  with  him  ;  the 
other  seeing  him  gone  with  the  fruit,  took  up  the  tree  itself,  and 
planted  it  in  his  own  ground,  where  it  prospered,  and  bore  plenti- 
fully every  year.  The  first  had  more  fruit  at  the  present,  but  the 
other  sped  best ;  for  he  had  fruit  when  the  other  had  none.  Thus 
it  is  with  men  at  the  hearing  of  sermons,  some  have  large  memories, 
and  can  gather  many  observations,  which  they  keep  awhile,  to 
rehearse,  not  to  practise.  Another  hath  a  weaker  capacity  j  but 
he  gets  the  tree  itself,  the  root  and  substance  of  the  text,  plants  it 
in  his  heart,  feeds  on  the  fruits  with  comfort,  and  his  soul  is  the 
by  nourished  unto  life  eternal, 


Alphons.  ai  AvenJan.  Com.  in  Matth.  xvj. 

1744.  The  Soul's  Safety  and  Danger. 


The  fowl  that  flies  low  is  quickly  taken,  but  that  which  soars  aloft, 
nee  laqueis  capitur,  nee  visco  failitur,  is  neither  entrapped  in  the 
snare,  nor  entangled  in  the  lime  bush.  So  the  soul,  whilst  it  is 
hovering  about  these  earthly  vanities,  and  stooping  down  to  catch 
at  worldly  preferments,  is  easily  and  quickly  ensnared  by  Satan  ; 
but  when  it  soars  and  mounts  aloft  in  divine  meditations,  is  sel- 
dom taken  in  the  snares  of  temptation. 

Amlros.  de  Bone  Mortis,  v. 

1745.  Wicked  Men  Reserved  for  Exemplary 
Punishment. 

There  is  a  story  of  a  bloody  murderer,  that  after  the  fact,  went  to 
sleep  under  a  rotten  wall  all  night,  but  had  a  vision  presented  unto 
him  to  bid  him  awake  and  begone  for  fear  of  further  danger ; 
which  he  did,  and  presently  the  wall  fell  ;  the  murderer  thereupon 
thought  that  his  act  was  acceptable  with  God.    The  next  night 
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following  he  had  another  vision,  and  heard  a  voice,  saying,  O 
wretch,  thinkest  thou  that  I  care  for  wicked  men  1  No,  I  would 
not  have  thee  die  sleeping,  but  have  reserved  thee  for  a  halter, 
whereby  thou  shalt  end  thy  days  with  public  shame  and  disgrace  ; 
and  so  it  happened  accordingly.  Thus  many  notorious  malefac- 
tors, who  draw  iniquity  with  cords  of  vanity,  and  sin  as  it  were 
with  a  cart  rope,  Isa.  v.  t8,  contriving  mischief  on  their  beds, 
Mic.  ii.  i,  and  committed  all  uncleanness,  even  with  greediness, 
Eph.  iv.  19,  often  escape  great  dangers  in  their  drunkenness  and 
other  outrages,  yet  in  the  end  some  fearful  and  exemplary  judg- 
ment overtakes  them. 

77u.  de  Wan.  Sermanti  dt  Tim  part. 

1746.  Youth  to  be  Seasoned  with  Grace,  not 
Giving  the  least  IVay  to  the  Devil. 

There  was  an  abbot  in  this  land,  who  desired  a  piece  of  ground 
that  lay  conveniently  for  him  ;  the  owner  refused  to  sell  it,  yet 
with  much  persuasion,  was  contented  to  let  it.  The  abbot  hired 
it  for  his  rent,  and  covenanted  only  to  farm  it  for  one  crop  ;  he 
had  his  bargain,  and  sowed  it  with  acorns,  a  crop  that  lasted  three 
hundred  years.  Thus  Satan  begs  but  for  the  first  crop  ;  let  him 
sow  thy  youth  with  acorns,  that  will  grow  up  with  thy  years  to 
sturdy  oaks,  so  big-bulked  and  deep-rooted,  that  they  shall  last  all 
thy  life  ;  sin  hath  a  shrewd  tide  when  it  can  plead  prescription  ; 
and  Satan  thinks  his  evidence  as  good  as  eleven  points  at  law, 
when  he  hath  once  got  possession  ;  let  him  be  sure  of  thy  youth, 
he  will  be  confident  of  thy  age:  Poma  dat  Aututnntts,  he  well 
knows  that  the  blossoms  in  the  spring  are  the  fruit  in  autumn  ; 
and  that  in  thy  youth  thou  art  not  cloth,  but  wool  ;  so  that  the 
deepest  purple  sins  are  those  that  are  dyed  in  the  wool.  Let  thy 
soul  therefore,  like  Gideon's  fleece,  drink  up  betimes  the  dew  of 
grace,  Judg.  vi.  37.  For  younger  years  well  led,  are  as  the  sweet- 
ness of  a  rose,  whose  smell  remains  in  the  dry  leaves.  Take  then 
the  first  opportunity  of  God's  gracious  motions  and  monitions;  or 
if  thou  have  omitted  the  first,  embrace  the  second  ;  or  if  many 
have  passed  by,  unanswered  of  thee,  embrace  the  present  invita- 
tion, and  even  now  with  faith  and  repentance  turn  unto  God  thy 
Maker. 


77  rfdtims'  Expotil.  on  2  Pet.      yuvenilibus  annit  Lttxuriant  animi.  Ovia\ 
Ep.  iv.       Quo  semd  estimbula  recens,  strvabil  odorem,  Tula  diu. 
VOL,  II.  1?, 
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1747.  A  Good  Conscience  the  Best  Frien* 

Worldly  friends  are  uncertain,  they  go  and  come,  and  stand  afar 
off  when  they  should  be  most  near ;  they  love  not  in  time  of 
trouble,  they  are  loath  to  come  to  a  sick  man's  bed  side  ;  or  if  so, 
they  car.not  abide  to  hear  his  groans ;  and  by  no  means  to  see  a 
dead  man  ;  at  the  most  they  can  but  follow  one  to  the  grave,  and 
there  leave  him.  But  a  good  conscience  will  make  one's  bed  ' 
sickness,  and  cause  him  to  lie  the  softer ;  will  stand  by  him  whe 
he  groans,  and  do  him  comfort;  will  hearten  him  upon  death  whe 
it  is  coming,  and  say.  Thy  redeemer  liveth  ;  will  whisper  to  hii 
when  departing,  and  say,  Thy  warfare  is  accomplished  ;  will  lodge 
the  body  in  grave  as  in  a  bed ;  man  the  soul  to  heaven,  and  make 
it  able  to  look  God  in  the  face  without  any  terror ;  yea,  so  fast 
a  friend  is  a  good  conscience,  that  when  riches,  husband,  wife, 
parents,  friends,  breath,  life,  nay,  patience,  hope,  faith,  have  left 
us,  in  some  measure,  it  will  stick  close  unto  us. 

y.  Denisont  Serm.  at  Court,  :62t,       Bona  conscimtia  hortus  deliciarum, 
aula  Dti,  &x.    Hug.  di  Anima.  Lib.  ii.  cap.  9. 
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1748.  Christians  to  be  careful  that  they  t, 
find  Comfort  in  Death, 

Orators,  though  in  every  part  of  their  speech  they  use  great  < 
and  diligence,  yet  in  the  close  of  all,  they  set  forth  the  best  of 
their  art  and  skill  to  stir  up  the  affections  and  passions  of  their 
hearers,  that  they  may  leave,  at  the  last,  the  deepest  impres- 
sion of  those  things  which  they  would  persuade  :  thus  ought  all  of 
us  to  do,  our  whole  life  being  nothing  else  but  a  continued  and 
persuasive  oration  unto  our  God,  to  be  admitted  into  His  heavenly 
kingdom  ;  but  when  we  come  to  the  last  act  and  epilogue  of  our 
age,  then  it  is,  that  we  must  especially  strive  to  show  forth  all  our 
art  and  skill,  that  so  our  last  words  may  be  our  best  words,  our 
last  thoughts  our  best  thoughts,  our  last  deeds  our  best  deeds, 
whereby  stirring  up,  as  it  were,  all  the  affections  of  God,  and  even 
the  bowels  of  compassion  unto  us,  we  may  then,  as  the  sun,  though 
always  glorious,  yet  especially  at  its  setting,  be  most  resplendent, 
when  we  draw  near  unto  our  western  home,  the  house  appointed 
for  all  living. 

Udaft  Sertn.  at  St.  PauVt,  Land.,  1638.       Una  tamen  tpa  at,  qua 
me  iolatur,  &c.  Ovid. 
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1 749.  Purity  and  the  Heart  of  Man  seldom 

meet  together. 

It  is  observed  of  the  word  Conscientia,  thai  it  ever  had  ill  luck  in 
the  church,  and  could  never  be  found  at  once,  in  full  syllables. 
Conscientia  altogether  may  be  called  devotion  ;  take  away  the 
first  syllable,  it  is  Scientia,  knowledge  ;  cutoff  the  next,  it  is  Entia, 
means  or  worldly  maintenance.  First,  in  the  time  of  profaneness, 
there  was  Sci  and  Entia,  learning  and  living,  knowledge  and 
maintenance ;  but  Con  was  left  out,  devotion  was  wanting,  they 
were  ungodly  men.  In  the  next  age  there  was  Con  and  Entia, 
devotion  and  exhibition,  a  rich  and  religious,  yea,  a  superstitious 
number ;  but  Set,  knowledge  was  wanting,  they  were  none  of  the 
learnedst  clerks.  In  the  third  age,  Con  and  Sci,  learning  and  de- 
votion, were  both  lost,  and  only  Entia  was  left,  they  had  the  honours 
and  manors,  the  fat  of  this  land.  But  now  in  this  last  age  it  is 
come  quite  round  ;  we  have,  and  not  long  since  in  a  better  mea- 
sure had,  Con  and  Sci,  a  learned  and  religious  clergy,  only  Entia 
is  taken  from  them,  their  livelihood  and  subsistence  is  by  sacri- 
legious hands  exhausted.  The  like  fortune  hath  a  pure  heart  in 
the  world,  pureness  goes  one  way,  and  the  heart  another  way,  and 
these  two  have  much  ado  to  meet.  There  is  no  lack  of  hearts, 
every  man  hath  one,  some  have  more  than  one.  And  for 
pureness,  it  abounds,  proud  dames  will  have  pure  houses,  pure 
clothes,  pure  meat,  &c. ;  hypocrites  will  have  pure  eyes,  pure 
tongues,  pure  habits,  garbs,  and  gestures  ;  and  the  profane  sort 
are  all  for  brave  hearts,  they  make  a  pish  at  pureness.  This  is 
the  devil's  plot,  to  keep  pureness  and  the  heart  asunder ;  purity 
will  do  well  in  nothing  without  the  heart ;  the  heart  can  be  happy 
in  nothing  without  purity.  It  is  great  pity,  two  such  sweet  com- 
panions should  be  kept  asunder.  The  God  of  all  punty  bring 
them  together. 

T.  Adams'  Expoiit.  on  2  Peter,      Desinit  in  piscem.       Puritas  cordii  in 
quarenda  gloria  Dei,  et  utditate proximi.    Bern,  in  Apologei. 

1750.  Sin  of  the  Meanest  Man  in  a  Nation 
may  be  the  Destruction  of  it. 

Every  particular  individual  man  is  a  part  of  the  city  and  kingdom 
wherein  he  was  born,  be  it  never  so  ample,  as  a  letter  is  part  of  a 
word  :  some  be  like  to  capital  or  text-letters,  as  gctaX,  mw,  VSOB» 


276  SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &c. 


>  vowels, 


to  smaller  characters,  as  men  of  low  degree  ;  some  be  like  to 
as  men  in  authority  ;  some  to  mutes  and  liquids,  as  the  vulgar 
sort.  All  men  go  to  the  making  of  a  city,  or  kingdom,  as  all  letters 
go  to  the  making  up  of  words.  And  as  in  a  word,  if  one  letter  be 
amiss,  though  but  a  mute,  it  may  endanger  or  mar  the  word, 
though  not  so  much  as  if  a  vowel  be  defaced.  So  in  a  city  or 
nation,  if  any  one  man  be  blotted  with  sin,  let  it  be  but  a  mean 
man,  it  may  bring  destruction  to  that  place,  yet  not  so  soon  as  if 
a  man  of  higher  place  were  blurred  with  iniquity. 


Jiob.  I/arris,  a  Fast-Sermon  at  Westminster,  1628. 

1 75 1.  The  Secure,  Careless  Sinner. 


It  is  said  of  those  that  are  taken  with  the  phrenetic  disease,  th, 
by  how  much  the  more  the  malady  doth  affect  them,  so  much  the 
more  secure  they  are  ;  careless  of  anything,  presumptuous  in  all 
things  ;  fearing  nothing,  as  having  lost  the  very  use  of  common 
sense  ;  by  which  they  should  judge  of  the  nature  of  things,  what 
is  convenient,  and  what  is  not  fitting  for  them.  So  it  is  with  those 
that  are  laden  with  the  phrenzy  of  sin,  by  how  much  the  more 
they  are  infected  with  the  poisonous  nature  thereof,  so  much  the 
more  are  they  careless  and  secure  from  sinning ;  so  that  the 
greater  the  guilt,  the  less  is  the  sense  of  sin  :  just  like  Agag,  when 
he  was  ready  to  be  hacked  in  pieces,  concluded  that  the  bitter- 
ness of  death  was  past,  1  Sam.  xv,  33  ;  or  pernicious  Babylon, 
that  sits  like  a  lady  in  her  palace  minding  nothing,  Isa.  xlvii.  8, 
when  much  of  destruction  was  at  the  threshold  ;  or  the  rich  fool 
in  the  midst  of  his  abundance,  Luke  xii.  Such  is  the  careless, 
heedless,  headless,  phrenetical  condition  and  constitution  of 
sin  and  sinners. 


Arislot.  de  Anima,  Lib.  iii.  cap.  7.       Hoicot  in  Lib.  Sap. 


1752.  The  Keys  of  Knowledge  much  Abuse* 
by  those  that  keep  them. 

It  is  feigned  of  Pope  Sextus  Quinrus,  that  after  his  death  he  went 
to  hell,  but  by  good  luck  the  porter  would  not  let  him  in,  though 
he  had  highly  deserved  it,  but  sent  him  to  a  place  under  his  own 
command,  purgatory ;  this  he  long  sought,  but  could  never  find. 
At  last  he  took  heart,  and  went  to  Heaven,  fearfully  knocking  at 
the  gate.  St.  Peter  asked  him,  why  he  knocked,  considering  he 
had  the  keys.     He  answered,  because  the  wards  were  altered. 
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they  couUl  not  now  unlock  the  door.  It  were  to  be  wished  that 
[he  moral  of  this  fiction  were  not  too  true.  How  are  the  keys  of 
knowledge  abused  by  many  that  have  the  keeping  of  them  !  The 
pontificians  have  so  bruised  the  keys  with  breaking  men's  heads, 
and  so  furred  them  with  the  blood  of  innocents,  that  they  are  not 
able  to  open  the  gates  of  Heaven ;  some  let  them  rust  in  their 
hands  for  want  of  use,  teachers  that  do  not  teach,  that  can  neither 
open  the  doors  of  Heaven  for  others,  nor  for  themselves ;  some 
alter  the  wards  by  false  and  erroneous  doctrine ;  others,  like 
Gallio,  care  not  which  end  goes  forward;  let  the  church-keys  hang 
in  the  town-house,  let  who  will  preach,  all  is  one  to  them ;  but 
some  there  are  (God  increase  the  number)  that  keep  them  bright 
with  fair  and  continual  usage,  whom  God  blesseth  in  the  way  of 
their  ministry,  with  the  letting  in  of  many  souls  to  Himself. 

T.  Adams'  Expcsit.  on  2  Pet.       Sunt  qui  scire  votunt,  eo  fine  ut  scire 
vateanl,  £rv.    Bern,  super  Cant.  Serm.  xvi. 

1753.  Humility  appeaseth  God's  A  tiger. 

It  is  reported  of  Julius  Caesar  that  he  never  entertained  hatred 
against  any  so  deeply,  but  he  was  willing  to  lay  dowr.  the  same 
upon  the  tender  of  submission ;  as  when  C.  Memmius  put  in  for 
the  consulship,  he  befriended  him  before  others  of  the  competition, 
notwithstanding  that  C.  Memmius  had  made  bitter  invectives 
against  him.  Thus  the  great  God  of  Heaven,  to  whom  all  the 
Caisars  and  kings  of  the  earth  are  tributaries  and  homagers,  doth 
never  hate  so  irreconcileably,  but  that  true  humiliation  will  work  a 
reconciliation,  satis  est prostrasse.  let  but  the  sinner  appear  before 
him  in  a  submissive  posture,  and  His  anger  will  be  soon  appeased. 
Suetonius  in  Vita.      Satis  est  prostrasse,  &v. 

1754.  The  Extreme  Folly  of  Sin. 

Such  is  the  foolishness  of  a  frantic  man,  (the  disease  being  got 
into  the  cock-loft  of  reason,)  that  when  he  is  in  greatest  misery,  he 
seems  to  be  as  one  that  had  no  misery  at  all ;  and  when  most  op- 
pressed with  the  strength  of  his  malady,  laughing  and  smiling  as  if 
he  were  not  oppressed  with  any  disease  at  all.  So  is  it  with  him, 
whose  soul  is  (as  it  were)  drenched  in  a  deluge  of  sin,  when  he  is 
extremely  miserable,  and  that  the  strength  of  his  sins  are  able  to 
throw  him  down  to  destruction  ;  yet  you  shall  see  him,  like  Solo- 
mon's fool,  go  to  the  correction  of  the  stocks  full  of  jollity,  Prov. 
vii.  21;  such  was  the  state  of  Jerusalem,  not  d\scje.Ttvm%  ^tVOTie. 
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of  their  visitation,  Luke  xix.  42,  that  when  Christ  wept  for  the..., 
they  could  not  do  so  much  as  throw  out  one  sob  of  sorrow  for 
themselves  ;  such  too  was  the  condition  of  the  old  world,  nothing 
but  mirth  and  merriment,  marrying  and  giving  in  marriage,  till  the 
flood  overtook  them,  Matt.  xxiv.  38,  and  such  we  may  see  to  be 
the  daily  custom  of  all  desperate  sinners,  such  as  walk  with  lifted 
up  countenances,  and  hug  themselves  in  the  perpetration  of  their 
wicked  designs,  when  destruction  is  at  the  very  pit's  brim  ready  to 
overwhelm  them. 


1755.  The  Scripture  to  be  only  Rested  upon. 

Athan^uS  tells  us,  that  the  Stoics  had  an  opinion  that  no  man 
could  do  well  but  a  wise  man,  not  so  much  as  make  good  lentil- 
broth  but  after  his  recipe,  and  that  was  so  exact  and  curious  that 
it  prescribed  the  twelfth  part  of  a  coriander  seed.  Thus  there  are 
in  the  world  many  simple  men,  and  more  simple  and  more  sinful 
women,  that  have  little  besides  a  will  and  a  tongue,  yet  are  so 
conceited  of  doctrine,  that  if  Zeno,  or  one  of  their  zanies,  prescribe 
it  not,  the  broth  is  naught,  mors  in  otfa,  death  is  in  the  pot,  3 
Kings  iv.  40,  and  for  every  sup  of  broth,  they  must  run  to  Zeno, 
when  (God  knows)  all  at  the  best  is  but  a  poor  mess  of  pottage  ; 
such  are  those  human  traditions,  constitutions,  and  impositions  of 
usurpers,  but  as  mere  artificial  paper-walls  set  up  against  the  apos- 
tolical canons  ;  such  the  inventions  of  men  (though  of  those  pure 
brains  that  pretend  most,  yea  mainly  for  the  word)  ;  for  some- 
times they  prove  but  lapwings  that  cry,  Here  'tis,  here  'tis,  when 
their  nests  are  far  enough  off ;  and  such  the  morality  that  dropped 
in  verse  from  the  pens  of  the  poets  ;  but  not  any  of  these,  nor  all 
of  these  (though  they  may  be  made  use  of  in  a  subservient  way) 
are  to  be  rested  on,  but  only  the  Word  of  God,  John  v,  39. 

Deipnosofh.,  Lib.  lii.      Rob.  Harris  Fast-Sermon  at  Westminster,  162S. 


The  rainbow  is  an  emblem  of  God's  mercy,  it  is  planted  in  the 
clouds,  as  if  man  were  shooting  at  God,  and  not  as  if  God  were 
shooting  at  man.  The  situation  of  the  propitiatory,  or  mercy- 
seat,  was  a  strong  argument  of  His  mercy,  Exod,  xxv.  2 1.  God  com- 
manded it  should  be  planted  over  the  ark,  in  which  was  the  testi- 
mony,  the  book  of  cursings ;  that  so  mercy  might  be  near  at  hand  lo 


y.  Preston's  Sermon  at  Lincoln's-Innt  1624. 


1756.  God  a  Merciful  God. 
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pronounce  sentence  of  absolution,  when  justice  was  ready  to  de- 
nounce judgment  It  is  God's  nature  and  property  to  have  mercy, 
2  Cor.  i.  3  ;  longanimity  is  as  God's  natural  child,  the  Holy  Trinity 
is  in  travail  with  it ;  even  as  any  thing  gTeat  with  young  doth  de- 
sire to  be  rid  of  the  burden,  so  doth  God  desire  to  pour  out  His 
mercy  ;  never  any  nurse,  when  her  breasts  were  full  of  milk,  was 
in  greater  pain  for  children  to  suck  them,  than  God  is  in  pain  to 
have  His  children  draw  mercy  from  Him.  He  spins  out  the  thread 
of  His  goodness  to  an  unmeasurable  length,  and  though  His  angels 
be  in  Heaven,  yet  He  lets  down  the  line  of  His  love,  and  baits  it 
with  His  mercy,  to  try  whether  men  will  swallow,  that  so  He  tnay 
save  their  souls.  Justice  cometh  from  Him  as  a  sting  from  a  bee 
constrainedly  ;  mercy  floweth  from  Him  as  honey  from  a  bee, 
most  willingly ;  mercy  is  as  essential  to  Him  as  light  is  to  the  sun 
or  as  heat  is  to  the  fire  ;  He  delights  in  mercy,  as  the  senses  and 
faculties  of  the  soul  do  in  their  several  actions.  Patience,  and 
clemency,  and  mercy,  and  compassion,  and  peace,  are  the  fruits  of 
His  bowels,  the  offspring  which  the  divine  nature  doth  produce  ; 
fury  and  rage,  and  anger,  and  impatience,  war,  and  fire,  and  sword, 
are  forced  into  Him  by  the  provoking  exorbitances  of  the  world. 

'  A'ota  of  Sundry  Divines  in  Exod.  xxv.  21.        Alphons,  ab  Avendan,  in 

Psoi.  c*ix. 

1757.  Faith  not  always  Sensible. 

It  is  said  of  Eutychus.  that,  falling  down  out  of  a  window,  was 
taken  up  dead,  his  friends  were  much  troubled  at  the  suddenness 
of  the  accident ;  but  St.  Paul,  being  then  preaching  in  an  upper 
chamber,  went  down  and  fell  upon  him,  and  embracing  him,  said, 
Trouble  not  yourselves,  for  his  life  is  in  him,  Acts  xx.  10  ;  though 
he  seemed  dead,  yet  he  was  alive  ;  and  as  substance  may  be  said 
to  be  in  an  elm  or  an  oak  tree,  when  they  have  cast  their  leaves, 
Isaiah  vi.  13,  and  there  is  wine  to  be  found  in  an  unlikely  cluster, 
and  one  saith,  Destroy  it  not,  for  there  is  a  blessing  in  it,  Isaiah 
lxv.  8,  such  are  the  beatings  of  the  pulse,  the  trances  and  the 
swoonings  of  faith,  beating  many  times  so  slowly,  and  drawing  the 
breath  of  life  so  inwardly  to  itself,  that  no  man  can  perceive  any 
life  at  all ;  so  that,  unless  the  goodness  of  God  should  embrace 
it  as  St.  Paul  did  Eutychus,  it  would  never  recover  strength 
again  :  such  was  the  trance  of  adultery  in  David,  of  idolatry  in 
his  son  Solomon,  of  apostacy  in  Peter,  of  recusancy  in  Jonah,  &c. 


Tho.  de  Trvgillo,  Thaaur.  Covcionat. 
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1758,  Minding  of  Good  Things  a  notable 
Way  to  Increase  Grace. 
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Domitian  perceiving  many  of  his  predecessors  in  the  empire 
be  so  hated  of  the  people,  asked  how  he  might  so  rule  as  to 
beloved,  and  was  answered,  Tu  fac  contra,  Mind  and  examine 
what  they  did,  and  do  thou  the  contrary.    Thus  if  men  would  but 
truly  mind  the  law  and  the  prophets,  they  would  find  themselves 
miserable,  (for  totus  homo  est  inversus  decahgus,)  that  they  stood 
in  a  full  contrariety  to  all  the  law,  and  that  is  the  very  definition 
of  man.    Now,  this  minding  will  work  a  godly  sorrow,  will  make 
men  like  those  that  after  John  the  Baptist's  sermon  was  ended 
came  with  material  quteres,  What  shall  we  do  1  Luke  iii.  10 
to  make  the  conclusion  up  in  their  own  hearts,  is  it  comfort 
we  hear  of?  repent,  and  it  is  ours  ;  is  it  judgment?  repent  an 
is  none  of  ours ;  if  any  virtue  be  commended,  we  shall  fail  to 
practise  it ;  if  any  vice  be  condemned,  we  shall  labour  to  avoi 
it ;  if  any  consolation  be  insinuated,  to  appropriate  it ;  any  g> 
example  be  propounded,  to  follow  it.  Where  good  things 
minded,  graces  will  be  increased. 

Impp.  Vit.  per  Phil.  Nepotem.        J.  Wood,  a  Sermon  at  Si.  James',  Dukes 
Place,  Land.,  1636. 

1759.  The  Mercies  of  God  to  be  Recorded  to 
all  Posterity. 

St.  Augustine  relateth  of  a  certain  Platonist,  that  should  say,  (as 
Simplicianus  his  good  friend  told  him,)  that  those  words  of  St. 
John's  Gospel,  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was 
with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God,  the  same  was  in  the  beginning 
with  God,  John  i.  1,  were  fit  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold,  and 
to  be  set  up  to  be  read  in  the  highest  places  of  all  churches ;  his 
reason  was,  because  it  is  such  a  strong  text  to  confirm  the  divinity 
of  Christ ;  for,  as  St.  Ambrose  saith,  Erat,  erat,  &c,  St.  John 
saith  four  times,  Erat  in  piincipw,  and  where  doth  Arius  find,  that 
it  was  not  in  the  beginning  ?  And  thus  verily  that  Scripture  where 
God  proclaims  His  nature  by  adjectives,  ought  to  be  recorded  to 
all  posterity  1  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious, 
long-suffering,  and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth  ;  keeping  mercy 
for  thousands,  forgiving  iniquity,  transgression,  and  sin,  &c,  Exod. 
xxxiv.  6,  7.    Now,  what  is  meant  by  all  these  synonyms,  and 
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equivocal  expressions,  but  that  as  an  act  of  oblivion  and  pardon 
of  grace  the  abundant  mercies  of  God  might  be  set  out  to  the 
comfort  of  all  repentant  sinners  1 

Aug.  de  CiZ'tt.  Dei,  Lib.  x.  sap.  29.       Ambrose,  in  Lib.  de  Fidt  contra  Arianuni. 

1760.  The  Providence  of  God,  not  Secondary 
Causes,  to  be  Rested  on. 

Sr.  Ambrose,  speaking  of  great  drought  in  his  time,  when  the 
people  talked  much  of  rain,  he  sometimes  comforted  himself  with 
this  hope,  momenta  dabit pluvias,  the  new  moon  will  bring  us  rain  ; 
yet  saith  he,  though  all  of  us  desired  to  see  some  showers,  yet  I 
wished  such  hopes  might  fail,  and  was  glad  that  no  rain  fell,  donee 
precibus  aciesue  data  csstf,  &-c,  until  it  came  as  a  return  upon  the 
church's  prayers,  not  upon  the  influence  of  the  moon,  but  upon 
the  provident  mercy  of  the  Creator.  Such  was  the  religious  care 
of  that  good  saint  then,  and  the  like  were  to  be  wished  for  now, 
that  men  would  be  exhorted  not  to  be  so  much  taken  as  they  are 
with  the  vanity  of  astrological  predictions,  to  read  the  stars  less 
and  the  Scriptures  more,  to  eye  God  in  His  Providence,  not  the 
moon  so  much  in  its  influence,  still  looking  up  unto  Him  as  the 
primus  motor,  and  upon  all  other  creatures  whatsoever  as  sub- 
ordinate. 

In  Htxam.,  Lib.  iv.        Astra  riguttt  homines,  std  regit  astro  I),  us. 

1 76 1.  Hell  broke  Loose  by  the  Swarms  of 
Sectaries,  Ranters,  &c. 

In  a  city  of  Spain,  a  Jesuit,  in  the  midst  of  his  sermon,  fell  into  a 
trance,  (if  we  had  but  faith  enough  to  believe  him,)  and  starting  up 
he  lold  his  auditory  that  he  had  been  in  a  dream,  and  the  scene 
lay  in  hell.  There  he  saw  many  souls  of  all  conditions  (naming 
them  whom  he  thought  fit  to  traduce)  from  cobblers  to  kings  ; 
amongst  the  rest,  he  pretended  to  see  abundance  of  Franciscans, 
whereat  he  stood  amazed,  that  men  so  holy  and  strict  of  life 
should  come  thither.  This  dream  of  his  stuck  in  the  Franciscans' 
stomachs,  till  they  could  requite  him  with  another ;  therefore,  on 
the  next  occasion  in  the  same  pulpit,  a  Franciscan  preaching,  fell 
into  the  like  trance,  and  waking  told  them  that  he  had  also  been 
in  hell,  and  could  not  deny  but  some  sprinkling  of  Franciscans 
and  other  orders  were  there ;  but  his  wonder  was  xtaaA  vc\  akV  Wi. 
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he  saw  never  a  Jesuit ;  at  which  Beelzebub  laughing,  told  him  h 
error,  That  the  number  of  Jesuits  in  hell  did  exceed  all  other 
societies,  put  them  all  together.  Where  are  they  1  replies  the 
Franciscan.  Alas  !  says  the  devil,  they  are  in  a  room  below,  the 
common  gaol  is  too  good  for  them,  they  are  safe  bound  in  the 
dungeon,  stowed  in  the  hold  under  hatches  ;  for  if  they  were 
suffered  to  come  to  the  upper  decks  they  would  set  all  hell  in  an 
uproar.  It  was  well  it  was  but  a  dream  for  their  sakes,  and  not 
so  well  that  it  is  not  a  truth  for  the  church's  and  for  common- 
wealth's sake.  Many  dreamers  there  are  that  say,  The  Spirit  of 
God  is  come  down  amongst  us  in  these  latter  times ;  but  by  the 
lives  and  practices  of  lewd  and  wicked  men,  it  may  be  concluded 
that  hell  is  rather  broke  loose,  and  the  devil  let  out  for  a  season  : 
else  what  mean  those  swarms  of  Jesuits,  sectaries,  ranters,  here- 
tics, &c,  that  are  found  amongst  us,  men  of  desperate  principles, 
and  loose  conversations,  fitter  for  the  dark  rooms  of  Bedlam  to 
recover  their  straggling  senses,  than  the  open  air  to  walk  in, 
whereby  others  may  be  infected  ? 

Ephr.  UdaVs  Setm.,  1627. 

1762,  Young  Raw  Ministers  to  be  reproved. 

Under  the  law,  the  Levites  had  their  appointed  times  for  their 
ages,  before  which  they  might  have  no  admittance  to  the  service 
in  the  tabernacle,  though  they  were  never  so  ripe  3nd  pregnant ; 
it  was  not  well  with  the  sacrifices,  when  priest's  boys  were  suffered 
to  intermeddle  ;  they  never  came  to  do  any  good  service  to  God 
and  His  church,  but  they  came  with  their  flesh-hooks  to  fetch 
sweet  morsels  from  the  altar,  and  there  caused  the  sacrifices  of 
the  Lord  to  be  despised,  1  Sam.  ii.  13.  When  the  young  sons  of 
the  prophets  shall  be  set  to  gather  herbs  to  make  pottage  for  the 
food  of  God's  household,  they  may  happily,  instead  of  wholesome 
pot  herbs,  bring  in  colloquintida,  that  when  the  broth  is  served 
in,  they  that  taste  of  it  may  say,  Mors  in  olla,  O  man  of  God, 
death  is  in  the  pot,  2  Kings  iv.  40.  Thus  are  they  worthy  to  be 
reproved,  that  being  called  to  be  disciples,  straightways  run  to  the 
apostolic  function,  contrary  to  the  apostle's  rule,  1  Tim.  iii.  6, 
Neophytus  ne  sit,  taking  upon  them  to  divide  the  Word  of  God  to 
His  people  before  years  and  experience,  reading,  and  other  helps, 
bring  them  to  maturity  of  judgment ;  so  that  for  their  forwardness 
ir  may  be  said  of  them  truly,  what  the  factious  company  said 
Moses  mutinously,  You  take  too  much  upon  you,  ye  sons  of  Le 
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Numb.  xvi.  7.  No  doubt,  but  God  may  enable  some,  as  He  did 
young  Timothy  ;  but  it  is  not  common,  not  ordinary.  Et  da 
mihi  talem  (saith  St.  Bernard),  Give  me  such  a  one,  and  I  will 
feed  him  with  gold  and  silver :  intimating  that  there  was  none 
such  before,  and  hardly  since  to  be  found  amongst  us. 

Sfeph.  Mmochius,  de  Rtpuh.  Heb.        Jtr.  Philip'  Sermon  at  Southwell  in 
Northamptonshire,  1623. 

1763.  A  Good  Man  Mercif  ul  to  the  very 
Beasts. 

I  r  is  said  of  God,  that  He  remembered  Noah,  and  every  beast,  Gen. 
viii.  1  ;  yea,  such  is  His  merciful  Providence,  that  He  watcheth 
not  only  over  men,  but  beasts ;  and  a  righteous  man  regardeth 
the  life  of  his  beast,  Prov.  xii.  10.  Nay,  Xenocrates,  a  very 
heathen,  who  had  no  other  light  but  what  the  dim  spectacles  of 
nature  did  afford,  is  commended  for  his  pitiful  heart,  who  suc- 
coured in  his  bosom  a  poor  sparrow,  that  being  pursued  by  a  hawk 
fled  unto  him,  and  afterwards  let  her  go,  saying,  se  suppluem  non 
prpdidisst,  that  he  had  not  betrayed  his  poor  suppliant.  And  such 
is  the  goodness  of  every  just  man,  that  he  is  merciful  to  his  very 
beast ;  alas,  it  cannot  declare  its  wants,  nor  tell  its  grievances, 
otherwise  than  by  mourning  in  its  kind  ;  so  that  to  an  honest 
heart,  its  dumbness  is  a  loud  language,  crying  out  for  relief:  this 
made  David  rather  venture  upon  a  lion  than  lose  a  lamb,  1  Sam. 
xvii.  34.  Jacob  will  endure  heat  by  day,  and  cold  by  night, 
rather  than  neglect  his  flocks,  Gen.  xxxi.  40.  Moses  will  fight 
with  odds,  rather  than  the  cattle  shall  perish  with  thirst,  Exod.  ii. 
It  is  only  Balaam  and  Bedlara-Balaamites  that  want  this  mercy  to 
their  faultless  beast ;  and  it  is  ill  falling  into  their  hands,  whom 
the  very  beasts  find  unmerciful. 

Jos.  Shute's  Serm.  to  the  East  India  Company,  1629.       jEHanusdt  Var.  Hist. 

Lit.  xiii. 

1 764.  Negligent  Ministers  advised. 

When  the  people  of  Rome  heard  that  the  fields  of  some  of  their 
colonies  waxed  barren,  their  advice  was  that  the  husbandmen 
should,  melius  arare  et  minus  serere,  plough  better,  and  sow  less. 
So  when  God's  field  waxeth  barren,  and  the  people  profit  not  by 
preaching  of  the  Word,  by  reason  of  a  negligent  imtl  <tf  ^t^sJroasj, 
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thereof,  it  cannot  be  accounted  ungodly  counsel  to  such  as  cannc 
speak  often,  and  well  too,  that  they  spend  more  time  in  their 
studies,  and  be  less  seen  in  their  pulpit.  If  they  have  fished  all 
night  and  caught  nothing,  it  were  not  amiss  that  they  should  sit 
down  a  while  upon  the  shore,  and  mend  their  nets,  afterwards 
with  God's  blessing,  they  may  fish  with  better  success. 


PI  in.  Nat.  Hist.       Jer.  Philips'  Strut.,  ut  antea. 

1 765.  Sin  may  be  Excused  here  in 
World,  but  not  hereafter. 


this 


\  1a 


It  is  said  of  St.  Anthony,  that  being  upon  his  travels,  and 
down  to  supper,  his  host  set  a  toad  before  him  on  the  table,  and 
told  him  that  it  was  written  in  the  Gospel,  De  omni  quod  iibi  op' 
ponitur  eomedes,  Thou  shalt  eat  of  such  things  as  are  set  before 
thee,  1  Cor.  x.  25.  The  holy  man,  weighing  with  himself  the 
irreligious  entertainment  of  his  host,  signed  himself  (as  the  legend 
hath  it)  with  the  sign  of  the  cross,  and  immediately  the  toad  was 
turned  into  a  well-dressed  capon.  This  he  did,  as  the  story  lie 
Hut  can  it  be  thought  possible  that  a  leopard  should  change 
spots,  or  a  blackamoor  be  washed  white  J  then  may  a  man  me' 
morphise  Satan's  poisons,  toads,  and  serpents,  baneful  sins  and 
transgressions  into  nutrimental  virtues  and  spiritual  graces  :  it 
cannot  be.  For  sin  is  crafty  and  full  of  delusion,  living  still  upon 
the  cheat  with  the  sons  of  men,  usury  walks  in  AJderman  Thrifty's 
gown ;  pride  gets  the  name  of  decency ;  idolatry  praiseth  itself 
for  pure  devotion  ;  homicide  marcheth  like  a  man  of  valour ;  lust 
professeth  itself  nature's  scholar ;  covetousness  is  Nabal's  hus- 
bandry ;  enclosing  of  grounds  is  Master  Usurper's  policy  ;  drunken- 
ness gets  the  name  of  good  fellowship ;  so  that  whereas  it  hath 
been  said  that  black  could  never  be  turned  into  white,  the  devil 
hath  found  out  some  painters  that  will  undertake  it,  Errore  sub 
ilia,  Pro  vitio  virtus  critnina  sape  lu/ii,  virtue  shall  bear  vice's 
faults,  and  vice  shall  have  the  credit  of  virtue's  goodness;  but 
when  all  is  done,  the  best  of  the  world's  wisdom,  is  vUia  non  ab- 
scindere  sed  absconder^  to  excuse  sin  here  in  this  world,  which  will 
be  sure  to  accuse  the  sinner  hereafter. 

Laur.  Sunns  in  Vita.       Dan.  TatcviVs  Strmon  at  Sutton's  Hospital, 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &c. 


28S 


1 766.  To  be  Caref  ul  in  the  Keeping  and  Pre- 
senting our  Souls  Clean  at  the  Time  of 
Death. 

One  that  hath  some  choice  jewel,  that  he  purposeth  at  the  time 
of  his  decease  to  leave  to  some  special  friend,  how  chary  is  he  of 
it,  how  careful  to  keep  it  fair  and  clean,  when  he  is  at  some  time 
(as  occasion  serveth)  to  wear  it  and  make  use  of  it  And  if  it 
should,  against  his  will,  and  beside  his  purpose  upon  such  occasion, 
by  some  occurrent  or  oversight  take  any  soil,  how  diligent  is  he  to 
wipe  it,  or  burnish  it  to  get  the  soil  off  it,  and  to  reduce  it  to  its 
former  lustre  again.  Such  is  the  care  that  every  man  is  to  have 
of  his  soul,  that  precious  piece,  that  he  purposeth  at  his  departure 
out  of  this  world  to  commend  to  his  God,  to  his  Christ,  to  make 
it  clean  and  keep  it  clean,  James  iv.  8  ;  Jer  iv.  14.  And  because 
that  by  daily  occasions,  whilst  he  liveth  here  in  the  flesh,  and  is 
conversant  in  this  wicked  world,  it  will  be  gathering  soil,  let  him 
be  never  so  careful,  he  must  ever  and  anon  be  washing  it  with  the 
tears  of  repentance,  and  fetching  off  the  soil  by  serious  contrition 
and  hearty  remorse ;  that  when  the  time  shall  come,  which  he 
knoweth  not  how  soon  or  suddenly  may  come,  it  may  be  pre- 
sented pure  and  spotless  to  Him,  whom  he  intendeth  it  now  unto. 

7.  Gataker's  Serm.  at  a  Funeral,  1629. 

1767.  Progress  in  Piety  to  be  Endeavoured. 

Progress  in  piety  and  religion  is  not  unfitly  compared  to  a  build- 
ing, to  a  race,  to  the  morning  light,  and  to  the  moon  that  waxeth. 
Houses  are  raised  from  the  foundation  to  the  walls,  from  the  walls 
to  the  roof ;  in  a  race,  men  run  on  to  the  goal,  t  Cor.  ix.  24 ;  the 
morning  light  is  brighter  and  brighter  till  the  noon-day,  Pruv.  iv. 
8  ;  and  the  moon  increaseth  more  and  more  till  it  come  to  the 
II  :  luxbcnt  et  onirics  viriutcs  suas  conceptiones,  nativitates,  incuna- 
bula, &c—  and  all  virtues  have  their  conceptions,  births,  infancies, 
and  increases.  So  must  every  good  Christian  have,  he  must  not 
stand  still  in  religion,  like  the  sun  in  Gibeon,  Josh.  x.  13,  or  go 
back  like  that  on  Ahaz's  dial,  2  Kings  xx.  1 1  j  but  as  a  bridegroom 
coming  out  of  his  chamber,  that  rejoiceth  as  a  strong  man  to  run 
a  race,  Psal.  xix.  5,  he  must  go  forward,  make  still  some  progress 
in  piety.     It  is  not  enough  that  he  receives  a  talent,  but  he  must 
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employ  it,  and  gain  by  it  like  good  ground,  that  giveth  not  the 
bare  seed-corn  back  again,  but  fructifieth  in  abundance,  Mat  xxv. ; 
he  must  increase  more  and  more,  as  St.  Paul  exhorted  the  Jews 
of  Thessalonica,  1  Thess.  tv.  1,  and  to  grow  in  grace  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  God,  2  Pet  iii.  18. 


A*,  du  Moulin,  Combat  Chretien. 


1 768.  Resurrection  of  the  Dead  asserted. 


Out  of  the  earth  comes  the  bread  that  we  eat ;  that  bread,  after 
passeth  several  concoctions,  is  altered  and  changed  into  blood, 
then  conveyed  throughout  the  parts  of  the  body,  and  at  last  at- 
tains to  be  even  of  the  very  same  substance  and  nature  with  the 
body  :  thus  that  which  was  earth,  and  sprang  out  of  the  earth,  be 
comes  flesh  in  substance,  which  before,  it  was  not.  In  the  numeri. 
cal  resurrection,  that  which  was  flesh,  and  after  turned  into  e; 
becomes  flesh  again  in  the  same  nature,  which  before  it  was;  if 
were  not  daily  and  ordinary,  the  difficulty  would  appear  no  greai 
in  the  one  than  in  the  other.  Again,  we  daily  see  a  tall,  fair  spre, 
lofty  tree,  to  have  risen  out  of  a  little  seed  ;  If  you  demand,  saith 
Gregory  the  Great,  Ubi  latet  fortitude  figtii,  aspcritas  coricis,  <5~e.  I 
Whence  was  derived  the  solidity  of  the  wood,  the  superficial  hard 
ness  of  the  bark,  the  flourishing  greenness  of  the  leaves  i 
perience  testifies,  it  proceeded  from  the  spreading  virtue  whi< 
lay  treasured  up  in  the  seed.  What  marvel,  then,  if  He  that  out 
a  small  seed  daily  extracts  the  wood,  fruit,  and  leaves,  in  the  trunk 
and  branches  of  a  tree,  doth  likewise  reduce  bones,  veins,  and 
hair,  out  of  the  least  remainder  of  our  dust,  and  having  grafted 
them  into  the  former  stock  of  the  same  flesh,  commands  again 
breath  and  warmth  into  that  flesh,  blood  into  those  veins,  strengf 
into  those  bones,  and  beautifies  those  hairs  with  a  fresher  hue  ! 


neri- 

S 

eater 
-ead, 

Lltll 

•C.1 

rd- 

£ 

;  of 


* 


R .  Gardiner's  Serm.  at  St.  Mary's,  Oxon.,  1638.       Greg.  Moral,  in  Job  xix. 

1 769.  The  Soldiers'  Calling  honourable. 

He  that  in  these  days  of  the  gospel  styleth  himself  Deus  pacts,- 
the  God  of  peace,  did  in  the  days  of  old  under  the  law  call  him- 
self Deus  exercituum,  the  Lord  of  Hosts  ;  the  Scriptures  make 
Christ  the  Captain  of  the  Lord's  army,  Josh.  v.  14 ;  the  angels, 
soldiers  ;  the  church,  a  squadron  of  armed  men  ;  every  bishop  or 
superintendent  of  the  church,  a  soldier,  and  the  church  upon 
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good  grounds  hath  enlisted  every  child  in  baptism  as  a  soldier  of 
Christ  Jesus,  Job  xxv.  3,  a  Tim.  ii.  3.  Eques,  that  formerly  signi- 
fied an  ordinary  trooper,  is  now  our  knight ;  miles,  that  was  wont 
to  be  a  private  soldier,  is  now  our  esquire  or  gentleman ;  such  and 
honourable  is  the  condition  and  calling  of  a  soldier,  that  though 
e  poets  have  inveighed  against  it,  yet  they  must  so  far  yield,  that 
whatsoever  of  rubbish  and  dirt  is  thrown  upon  it,  it  is  vitium  per- 
sona non  ret,  the  fault  of  the  persons,  not  of  the  profession,  since 
God  Himself  hath  graced  it,  our  Saviour  hath  approved  it,  the 
apostles  have  commended  it,  the  saints  have  practised  it,  and  our 
ancestors  gloried  in  it. 

ISatth.  Stiles'  Serin  to  the  Artillery  Company,  Land.,  16*5.       Nulla  Jules 
pietdsque,  iSrc.    Impius  Am  taut  culta  Novalia  t  &v. 

1770.  Women  Reformers  intolerable. 

It  was  a  witty  answer  that  St.  Bernard  gave  to  the  image  of  the 
blessed  Virgin,  at  the  great  church  of  Spires  in  Germany  ;  Bernard 
was  no  sooner  come  into  the  church  but  the  image  straight  saluted 
him,  and  bade  him  Good  morrow,  Bernard.  Whereat,  Bernard, 
well  knowing  the  juggling  of  the  friars,  made  answer  again  out  of 
St.  Paul,  O,  saith  he,  your  ladyship  halh  forgotten  yourself,  it  is 
not  lawful  for  women  to  speak  in  the  church.  Thus  it  is  com- 
mendable in  a  woman,  when  she  is  able  by  her  wisdom  to  instruct 
her  children,  and  to  give  at  opportunities  good  counsel  to  her 
husband  ;  but  when  she-apostles,  women  shall  take  upon  them  (as 
many  have  done)  to  hold  out  the  Word  in  public,  and  to  chalk 
out  discipline  for  the  church,  this  is  neither  commendable  nor  toler- 
able ;  for  her  hands  should  handle  the  spindle  or  the  cradle,  Prov. 
xxxi.  19,  but  neither  the  altar  nor  the  church  ;  the  commendations 
that  St.  John's  elect  lady  had,  was  not  so  much  for  her  talking,  as 
her  walking  in  the  commandments  of  God,  1  John  5,  6. 

Rot.  Wilkinson,  Merck.  Royal,  a  Sermon,  at  Ike  Nuptials  of  L.  Hayes. 

1 77 1.  When  it  may  be  said  to  be  the  Best 
Time  for  Prayer. 

Suitors  at  court  observe  mollisima fandi tempera,  theirtimes  of  beg 
ging,  when  they  have  the  king  in  a  good  mood,  which  they  will  be 
sure  to  take  the  advantage  of ;  but  especially  if  they  should  find  that 
the  king  himself  should  begin  of  himself  to  speak  of  the  business, 
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which  they  would  have  of  him,  then  they  take  that  very 
time,  and  seldom  or  never  come  off  but  with  good  success.  Thus 
when  God  speaks  secretly  to  the  heart  to  pray,  fashioneth  and 
composeth  it  into  a  praying  frame  and  disposition,  observe  such  a 
time  and  neglect  it  not,  strike  whilst  the  iron  is  hot,  lay  hold  upon 
such  a  blessed  opportunity,  such  a  one  as  thou  mayest  never  have 
the  like  again  ;  for  it  is  a  great  sign  that  He  intends  to  hear  thee, 
and  answer  thee  graciously,  when  He  himself  shall  thus  prepan 
and  indict  the  petition,  anil  frame  the  requests  that  thou  shall 
up  unto  Him  ;  this  must  needs  be  the  best  time  of  prayer. 


T.  Goodwin,  Return  oj  Prayer.        Past  tit  occtuio  calva. 


jare 


1772.  Magistrates  and  Men  in  Authority 
to  be  Exemplary  to  all  others. 

It  is  observable  in  the  very  course  of  nature,  that  the  highest 
spheres  are  always  the  swiftest  in  their  motion,  and  carry  about 
with  them  the  inferior  orbs  by  their  celerity  ;  the  biggest  stars  in 
the  firmament  are  evermore  the  brightest,  and  give  lustre  unto 
those  of  less  magnitude.  Thus  men  that  bear  authority,  that  are 
eminent  in  power  and  dignity,  that  excel  in  riches  and  command, 
are  placed  in  the  highest  sphere  of  human  society,  to  this  end, 
that,  like  sons  of  God,  they  might  shine  brightly  unto  their  in- 
feriors by  their  godly  life  and  example. 


Ro.  Wilkinson's  Set m.,  utantea. 


the 


1773.  Ministers  to  be  Acquainted  with  tt 
State  of  Mens  Souls. 

Men  are  careful  that  the  physician  should  be  well  and  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  constitution  of  their  bodies,  before  he  admin- 
ister any  physic  unto  them  ;  and  their  case  shall  be  fully  known 
to  their  lawyer,  before  he  come  to  plead  it ;  nay,  if  their  tailor 
come  but  to  make  them  a  suit  of  clothes  for  their  bodies,  he  must 
be  sure  to  take  exact  measure.  Thus  felicitous  are  men  in  cor- 
poral things,  and  it  would  be  better  with  them  in  their  spiritual 
estates,  did  they  but  know  them  that  labour  amongst  them,  such  as 
are  set  over  them  in  the  Lord,  1  Thess.  v.  12.  Would  they  but 
acquaint  themselves  with  their  ministers,  it  would  much  advantage 
their  poor  souls.    David  knew  this  well,  and  though  he  was  a  pro- 
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phet  himself,  yet  he  kept  three  seers  and  prophets  about  hira— 
Nathan,  Gad,  and  Jeduthun,  a  Chron.  xxxv.  15  ;  the  reason  was, 
that  they  might  know  hira  well,  and  so  far  observe  his  ways,  that 
they  might  do  more  good  by  their  ministry  ;  for  indeed,  how  is  it 
possible  that  they  that  are  strangers  to  men,  and  know  not  their 
ways,  should  ever  apply  the  doctrine  so  particularly,  or  meet  so 
well  with  their  special  and  beloved  sins,  as  they  would  the  more 
exactly  do,  were  they  better  acquainted  with  them  1 

Arth.  Ifilderskam  on  Psalm  li 

1774.  The  Christian  s  Library. 

Or  making  many  books  there  is  no  end,  (saith  Solomon,)  ar.d 
much  study  is  a  weariness  of  the  flesh,  Eccles.  xii.  u  ;  every  art 
abounding  with  books  of  its  own  way  and  profession :  yet  as 
Aquinas  chose  rather  to  have  Chrysostom  upon  St.  Matthew's 
Gospel,  than  all  the  huge  city  of  Paris :  and  as  Justinian  out  of 
two  thousand  authors  reduced  the  body  of  the  civil  law  into  a 
more  neat  compendium,  so  it  is  that  the  Christian's  library  is  the 
soonest  furnished  of  all  others  :  it  requires  no  more  books  but  two  ; 
the  one,  the  book  of  God's  law,  containing  the  theory;  the  other, 
the  book  of  his  own  conscience,  which  contains  the  practice  of 
his  duty.  And  what  a  happy  student  must  he  needs  be  in  the 
school  of  grace,  that  keeps  for  himself  a  true  concordance  out  of 
them  both. 

Joshua's  Resolution,  a  Semi,  per  anonym.        Lapuie  in  Ecdts.,  cap.  12. 

1775.  The  IFor/dliug's  IVoe,  and  the  Just 
Mails  Joy  at  the  Time  of  Death. 

If  a  poor  man  that  had  all  his  wealth  about  him,  should  fall  into 
the  hands  of  thieves,  and  be  robbed  and  rifled  by  them,  he  must 
ds  cry  out  and  take  on  pitifully  ;  for  alas,  he  is  quite  undone, 
hath  nothing  left  at  home  to  succour  him  and  his  poor  family 
hal.  But  a  rich  man  that  hath  store  of  money  at  home,  safe 
ked  up  in  his  chest,  (unless  he  be  some  base,  miserable  wretch,) 
1  never  complain  much,  or  be  disquieted,  when  he  hath  thirty  or 
fort}-  shillings  taken  from  him.  Thus,  for  worldlings  to  rage  and  take 
on,  when  they  must  lose  their  life,  or  their  peace,  or  their  wealth, 
it  U  no  marvel :  for  alas,  when  these  things  are  gone,  they  have 
thing  left,  they  are  at  a  desperate  loss  \  but  a  ChrvaUaxv  feax. 
vol.  u.  v<j 
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knows  and  considers  what  he  is  born  unto,  and  what  he 
joy  when  he  comes  home  to  his  heavenly  Father's  house,  he  cares 
not  though  he  be  stripped  of  all,  here  in  this  world,  and  rejoiceth 
in  death  that  hastens  him  to  a  better  position,  Philip  L  tk 

A  rthur  Hildtrsham  on  Psalm  \\. 


1776.  The  Excellency  of  Christ's  Intercession . 

It  is  a  usual  term  amongst  those  that  are  graduates  in  the  Uni- 
versity, Respondebit  pro  me  Aristoteles,  that  Aristotle  the  eye  of 
nature,  and  heart  of  philosophy  shall  answer  for  them,  and  justify 
them  in  that  wherein  they  cannot  otherwise  so  well  stand  by. 
Thus  it  is  that  we  are  but  venniculi,  poor  creeping  worms  ;  nay, 
vernacu/te,  vassals  and  slaves  of  sin  ;  et  quid  coinum  Catlo  1  how 
shall  we  be  able  to  answer  the  great  God  of  Heaven  and  earth  ? 
We  have  no  other  anchor-hold  but  this,  Respondebit  pro  me  Jesus, 
that  Jesus  our  blessed  Saviour  will  intercede  and  mediate  for  us, 
His  wisdom  will  answer  for  our  folly  ;  His  humility  for  our  pride  ; 
His  meekness  for  our  cruelty  ;  His  righteousness  for  our  sin  ; 
wickedness. 

Rob.  Wilkinson,  a  Marriage  Sermon,  161 6. 

1777.  The  Force  of  Justifying  Faith. 

As  the  earth,  though  it  be  made  soft  by  those  showers  that  fall 
upon  it  in  the  winter  time,  and  bring  forth  a  blade,  some  kind  of 
visible  appearance  of  the  seed  that  is  cast  into  it,  yet  is  it  not 
thereby  made  fruitful  unto  man  ;  it  never  yielded  any  good  or 
perfect  fruit,  till  it  have  received  the  sweet  heat  of  the  sun  into 
the  bowels  of  it  in  the  spring  time.  Even  so  is  it  with  the  heart 
of  man.  It  may  be  and  is  oft  softened  by  the  judgments  of  God 
and  terrors  of  the  law,  Job  xxiii.  1 6,  so  that  some  beginnings  of 
goodness  and  reformation  may  be  wrought  thereby,  as  in  Pharaoh 
and  the  wicked  Israelites,  Exod.  x.  16,  and  in  many  a  wretched 
man  in  the  time  of  his  sickness  ;  yet  all  this  while  there  is  but  a 
little  blade,  a  very  slender  show  of  grace,  till  such  time  as  Jesus 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  Mai.  iv.  2,  (like  the  comfortable  and 
quickening  heat  of  the  spring,)  do  shine  upon  the  soul  by  justifying 
faith,  and  then  it  doth  bring  forth  fruit  that  is  good  indeed, 
unto  God  acceptable. 

Michael  "]ermin  on  Ecclesiatta. 
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1 778.  No  True  Joy  to  be  found  in  IVorldly 
Things. 

Copernicus,  that  thought  the  earth  moved  and  the  heavens  stood 
still,  was  not  yet  so  mad  as  either  to  look  for  trees  in  heaven,  or 
stars  upon  the  earth ;  and  should  not  we  think  that  man  to  be 
either  directly  mad,  or  grossly  mistaken  in  his  way,  that  should 
knock  at  a  gravestone  for  a  companion,  or  go  down  into  a  chamel- 
house  to  make  merry  1  and  such  are  all  they  that  qtutrunt  gaudium 
in  loco  non  suo,  that  look  for  joy  in  the  honours  or  pleasures  of 
this  world.  For,  what  is  honour  1  lies  it  not  in  the  breath  of  others? 
A  thin  cabinet  of  air  which  every  man  hath  a  key  to,  but  himself ; 
let  but  them  above  him  agree,  not  to  think  him  great,  or  wise,  or 
noble  ;  let  but  his  fellow-worms  forbear  to  honour  him,  he  that 
holds  the  plough  shall  not  change  joys  with  him.  Look  but  upon 
the  joy  of  the  voluptuous,  doth  not  sorrow  often  wait  so  close  as 
to  tread  upon  the  heels  of  it  ?  The  epicure  crying  out  of  his  gout, 
even  at  that  time  when  he  is  feeding  his  disease  with  riot ;  the  Is- 
raelites were  struck  with  meat  betwixt  their  teeth,  and  Zimri  slain 
in  the  embraces  of  his  Cozbi :  so  that  if  a  man  should  share  in  all 
the  goodness  that  is  under  the  sun,  it  were  at  the  best  but  indo- 
lence, a  privation  of  grief,  an  acquiescence,  a  kind  of  resting  of 
the  mind — no  true  joy  at  all. 

B.  Duppa,  B.  Sarum,  in  Serm.  before  the  King,  1648.       Nulla  est  sincere 

voluntas. 

1779.  The  Destructive  Quality  of  Envy. 

There  is  a  story  of  two  men  that  dwelt  in  a  certain  city,  the 
one  very  covetous,  the  other  very  envious.  The  ruler  therefore 
of  the  place  sent  for  them  both,  wishing  them  to  desire  what 
they  would,  and  it  should  be  granted  them,  adding  withal, 
that  he  who  did  ask  first,  should  have  his  asking  granted,  but 
the  other  should  have  the  same  doubled.  The  envious  man 
would  not  ask  first  that  his  companion  might  not  have  more 
than  himself ;  but  the  ruler  pressing  upon  them  to  ask,  the  envious 
man  desired  that  one  of  his  eyes  might  be  pulled  out,  that  so  his 
ampanion  might  lose  both  his  eyes.  Such  is  the  destructive 
ality  and  condition  of  envy,  and  every  envious  man  ;  envy  is 
he  consumption  of  the  possessor  of  it.  The  envious  man  is  he 
that  foldeth  his  hands  together,  and  as  a  man  discontented  for  the 
contentment  which  another  bath,  ever  studying  avid  pXotUv^WN 
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he  may  bereave  him  of  it ;  he  it  is  that  eateth  his  own  flesh,  n 
sparing  to  hurt  himself,  that  he  may  destroy  him  whom  he  hateth. 

Nick,  de  Lyra  in  Ceil.  iii.       Alterius  rebus  macrescit  ophms.    Horat.  Ep.  i. 


1780.  Not  to  be  Dejected,  though  the  Joy 
the  Just  be  not  Perfect  in  this  Life. 


As  gold  keeps  the  name  in  the  leaf  as  well  as  in  the  wedge,  in  the 
coin  as  in  the  bullion ;  or  as  he  that  sees  a  beam  or  two  shine 
through  the  crevice  of  a  wall,  may  say,  he  sees  the  sun  shine,  as 
well  as  he  that  walks  abroad.  So  neither  are  we  so  destitute  of 
all  comfort,  as  because  the  earth  is  not  our  Heaven,  to  make  it 
therefore  our  hell ;  but  we  may  say  there  is  a  leaf  of  joy,  the  tin- 
foil of  it  here  in  this  life,  some  few  glimpses  that  shine  in  upon  us. 
As  for  the  full,  the  solid,  the  jubilating  joy,  it  must  not  be  looked 
for  in  this  valley  of  tears.  There  is  joy,  but  not  here  ;  true  joy, 
but  not  yet ;  tarry  till  the  harvest  we  must,  then  we  shall  reap  in 
joy,  when  Heaven  is  our  dwelling,  the  angels  our  partners,  in  cor- 
ruption our  change,  immortality  our  garment ;  the  earth  is  not  the 
place  of  such  joy,  nor  dull  flesh  the  subject  of  it. 

Bryan  Duppa,  B.  Sartim,  ut  anha-       Gaudia  principium  noitri  unit  Sttpe 

doloris.    Ovid,  Met.  Vii. 

1 78 1.  A  Little,  with  Content,  sufficient. 

Abbot  Macarius  hath  a  story  of  a  certain  barber,  who  trimming 
for  three  pence,  had  many  customers,  and  found  his  estate  to  in- 
crease well  thereby ;  but  hearing  that  in  a  city  not  far  off,  there 
was  twelve  pence  given  for  trimming  a  man,  he  would  needs  go 
thither :  but  when  he  came  and  found  it  to  be  so,  going  to  the 
market  to  buy  provision  for  his  family,  he  found  that  to  be  so  dear, 
that  his  great  hire  for  trimming  went  all  away  in  victuals,  so  that 
he  had  nothing  to  lay  up  for  old  age,  which  made  him  to  think 
himself  better  in  the  former  place,  though  his  hire  was  less,  and 
to  conclude,  with  the  wise  man,  Better  is  an  handful  with  quietness, 
than  both  hands  full  with  travail  and  vexation  of  sprrit,  Eccles.  iv. 
6.  And  certainly  it  is  so,  that  a  little,  even  no  more  than  a  man 
can  hold  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  being  spread  abroad,  is  better 
than  much,  which  a  man  holdeth  in  both  his  hands,  bended  and 
folded  to  hold  so  much  as  they  can  :  but  then  the  little  must  be 
a  fullness  a/so,  it  must  be  a  handful,  plcnitudo  volet  quietis,  the 
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fullness  of  the  hand  of  quietness  and  content,  fully  so  much 
as  shall  be  sufficient  for  needful  and  convenient  occasions,  that 
want  and  distress  may  not  disquiet  the  spirit.  And  then,  in 
this  sense,  a  little  gotten  and  possessed,  where  content  lays  up  the 
comfort  of  it,  is  better  than  much,  quod  cum  arrodunt,  solieitu- 
dines  imminuunt,  the  jovisance  whereof,  cares  gnaw  away,  and 
troubles  diminish  ;  a  little  that  the  hand  of  quietness  and  content 
doth  reach  out,  than  much  fullness,  which  travail  holdeth  out  with 
one  hand  and  vexation  with  another. 

Cnssian.  Cot/at.  xxi  v.  cap.  1 3.       Vivilur  aiguo  melius  ;  Natura,  &v. 

1782.  For  a  Man  to  be  Sorry  that  he  cannot 
be  Sorry  for  Sin  is  a  Part  of  Godly  Sor- 
row for  Sin. 

The  mother  of  Peter  Lombard  must  needs  be  in  a  great  strait, 
when,  having  transgressed  her  vow  of  continency,  she  told  her  con- 
fessor plainly,  that  when  she  saw  what  a  son  she  had  brought 
forth,  she  could  not  repent,  that  she  had  sinned  in  having  him  ;  a 
hard  condition  !  but  her  confessor  sadly  answered  her,  Dole  saltern 
quod  do/ere  non  possis,  Be  sorry  at  least  that  thou  canst  not  be 
sorry.  And  the  like  may  be  said  to  every  troubled  soul,  that  cry- 
ing out  for  comfort,  saith  :  You  tell  me  heavenly  things  of  repent- 
ance, what  power  a  religious  sorrow  hath,  that  God  himself  is 
pleased  therewith,  but  wretch  as  I  am,  I  cannot  sorrow ;  if  one 
should  tell  me  that  all  the  joys  of  heaven  were  to  be  bought  for 
one  single  tear,  what  is  that  to  me  if  I  cannot  shed  it  ?  Well,  for 
thy  comfort,  if  thou  findest  but  so  much  impression  made  as  to 
grieve  really,  that  thou  canst  not  grieve ;  know  that  thou  art 
already  come  to  a  degree  of  that,  which  thou  grievest  thou  art  not 
come  to  ;  thy  very  being  sorry  that  thou  canst  not  be  sorry  is  in 
some  measure  a  true  godly  sorrow  for  sin. 

Bryan  Duppa,  B.  Sarum,  a  Strmon  at  the  Isle  of  Wight,  1648. 

1 783.  Kings,  Princes,  and  Rulers  to  Hearken 

to  Good  Counsel, 

Origen,  speaking  of  Moses  embracing  the  counsel  of  his  father- 
in-law,  saith,  Accepit  consilium  in/erioris,  ut  fonnam  Aumtttfertu 
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principibus  populorum  daref,  He  received  the  counsel  of  an  i 
that  he  might  leave  to  rulers  over  the  people  a  pattern  of  humility. 
And  it  is  said  of  Amalesentha,  Queen  of  Italy,  that  being  de- 
prived of  her  husband  and  son  together,  and  joining  her  brother 
Theobald  in  the  government  of  the  kingdom  with  her,  she  wrote 
thus  to  the  senate  of  Rome,  Exultate  et  factum  nostrum  supernis 
cemmendate  virtutibus,  &>c,  Rejoice  and  commend  our  action  to 
the  divine  powers  ;  we  desire  to  do  nothing  that  shall  deserve 
reproof,  who  have  chosen  to  do  all  things  by  the  advice  of  good 
counsel ;  a  happy  princess  and  a  more  happy  people  under  such 
a  government,  yet  both  heathen  !  Be  wise  therefore,  O  ye  kings 
and  rulers  of  the  earth  ;  for  there  is  nothing  doth  make  the  actions 
of  any  to  deserve  reproof  so  much,  as  when  themselves  in  their 
actions  refuse  to  be  reproved,  at  least  wise  by  good  counsel ;  to 
refuse  admonition,  is  in  none  a  greater  folly  than  in  a  ruler,  because 
it  is  in  none  more  pernicious,  to  none  more  dangerous,  more  scan- 
dalous, being  worse  than  a  poor  child  that  receiveth  instruction 
Eccles.  iv.  13. 

Origm,  Hainil.  II  in  Exod.  jcviii.  24.        Caaiodor.  Var.  Lett.  Lib.  x. 
consilii  expert  mote  ruit  sua.    Norat.  Carta.  Lib.  iii. 

1784.  The  Least  Proportion  of  Godly  Sorro 
for  Sin  accepted  by  God, 

Six  times  Elijah's  servant  looked  towards  the  sea  before  he  could 
see  any  thing,  the  seventh  time  he  saw  but  a  cloud  no  bigger  than 
his  hand,  yet  that  cloud  within  a  few  hours  covered  the  heaven 
with  darkness,  and  the  earth  with  rain,  1  Kings  xviii.  44.  Just  so 
may  be  the  case  with  many  a  man  when  he  is  praying  to  his  God, 
as  Caleb's  daughter  did  unto  her  father,  Judges  i.  15,  Dcdisti  mihi 
terrain  ariiiam,  &-c,  Thou  hast  hitherto  made  me  the  owner  of  a 
dry,  a  barren  heart,  but  give  me  now  some  springs  of  water,  some 
feeling,  at  least  some  sorrow  for  my  sins  ;  well,  though  at  six  times 
bending  of  thy  knees,  God  doth  not  grant  it,  and  though  at  the 
seventh  there  appear  but  one  small  drop  swimming  in  thy  eyes, 
yet  be  not  discomforted,  that  drop  may  prove  a  shower,  the  be- 
ginning of  that  thaw  may  at  last  dissolve  the  very  heart  to  water  ; 
or  if  not  so,  from  that  small  drop,  that  spot  of  sorrow,  there  is 
made  {as  the  least  piece  of  a  broken  glass  may  serve  to  reflect  the 
face  that  is  before  it)  a  reflection  of  true  repentance ;  and  as  there 
Js  fitJl  joy  for  the  total,  the  full  conversion  of  a  sinner ;  so  there  is 
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a  proportion,  a  measure  of  joy  for  one  tear  ;  nay,  for  one  desire  of 
a  tear,  of  any  one  sinner  that  repenteth. 

B.  Dupfa,  B.  Sarttm,  ui  antta.       0  lachryma  kumilit!  tua  pitentia,  tribunal 
fuduii  nan  veretur,  &c.    Huron,  in  EpisL        In  magnis  voluisie  tat  est. 

785.  Rash  Inconsiderate  Prayers  reproved. 

It  is  reported  in  the  Muscovy  churches,  that  if  the  minister  mis- 
take in  reading,  or  stammer  in  pronouncing  his  words,  or  speak 
any  word  that  is  not  well  heard,  the  hearers  do  much  blame  hira, 
and  are  ready  to  take  the  book  from  him,  as  unworthy  to  read 
therein.  And  God  is  no  less  offended  with  the  giddy,  rash,  pre- 
cipitate, and  inconsiderate  prayers  of  many  who  send  their  petitions 
in  post  haste  unto  Him.  Whereas  the  prophet  David  saith,  At  last 
I  spake  with  my  tongue,  Psalm  xxxix.  3  ;  his  tongue  came  after 
his  heart ;  his  words  came  after  long  looking  ;  what  he  would  say, 
what  he  should  say.  And  it  is  the  advice  of  Solomon  his  son,  Be 
not  rash  with  thy  mouth,  and  let  not  thy  heart  be  hasty  to  utter 
anything  before  God,  Eccles.  v.  1.  Where  he  putteth  the  mouth 
before  the  heart,  when  he  forbids  tie  rashness  of  them  because 
he  would  not  have  thee  to  put  it  before  the  heart  in  using  of  it ; 
not  to  tumble  out  thy  words  when  thou  speakest  unto  God,  but 
that  they  be  distinctly  digested  into  order,  understanding  well 
what  thou  sayest,  that  others  may  understand  thee  also. 

Moscevit.  Rtuiorvm,         Rcligio,  Ritui,  &c. 

1786.  Insensibility  of  Sin,  the  Sadness 
thereof. 

reported  that  the  Grecians  had  a  hill  so  high  above  that 
_,on  of  the  air,  where  winds  are  bred,  that  he  that  had  drawn 
his  name  in  the  ashes  of  the  last  year's  sacrifices,  might  at  the 
next  year  of  his  return  find  the  letters  unblown  away.  But  thou, 
O  man,  whosoever  thou  art,  if  thy  heart  be  so  calmly  seated,  that 
the  devil  may,  at  the  same  instant,  read  in  the  sluttish  dust  of  it 
the  sins  which  long  ago  he  wrote  there,  if  no  thunder  have  cleared 
the  air  about  thee,  or  any  wind  scattered  those  guilty  characters, 
if  all  be  hushed,  silence,  and  sleep,  and  rest  about  the  conscience 
(like  the  sad  country  of  the  Sybarites,  where  not  so  much  as  a 
cock,  the  remembrance  of  St.  Peter,  was  left  alive  to  trouble  them) ; 
if  so,  know  then,  that  so  long  as  thou  art  thus  senseless  of  thy 
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sins,  that  thy  soul  is  utterly  benumbed,  thy  God  hath  given  thee 
over,  He  will  not  so  much  as  favour  thee  with  a  frown,  or  bless 
thee  with  His  anger. 

Bryan  Duppa,  B.  Sarum  in  a  Sermon,  before  King  Cliarles  at  the  Isle  ef  W\ 
1 648.      Athenaui,  Lib.  xii.  cap.  6. 


- 


1787.  The  Vanity  of  Using  many  Words. 

Tertui.lian  expressing  the  nature  of  dreams,  saith  :  Conspice 
gladiatorem  sine  amis,  vel  aurigam  sine  curricu/is,  Look  but 
upon  a  fencer  without  weapons,  a  coach-driver  without  his  running 
chariot,  acting  and  practising  all  the  postures  and  feats  of  his  skill, 
there  is  fighting,  there  is  a  stirring ;  but  it  is  an  empty  moving  and 
gesturing,  notwithstanding  those  things  do  seem  to  be  done,  which 
are  not  seen  to  be  done  ;  they  are  done  in  the  acting  of  them,  but 
not  in  affecting  any  thing  by  them.  So  it  is  in  many  words,  there 
is  often  much  fencing,  but  no  weapons  wherewith  the  enemy  is 
wounded  ;  there  is  much  running,  but  no  chariot  that  winneth  the 
race  ;  much  seemeth  to  be  said,  but  it  is  to  as  much  purpose,  as 
if  nothing  were  said,  all  is  an  empty  moving  of  the  tongue  ;  and 
if  there  be  any  matter  of  worth  in  the  multitude  of  words,  it  is 
but  by  chance,  as  when  a  blind  man  shooteth  many  arrows,  per- 
haps one  may  be  near  the  mark;  and  so  in  the  multiplying  of 
many  words,  perhaps  some  there  maybe  which  carry  some  weight, 
some  matter  with  them  ;  but  usually  in  a  multitude  of  words,  there 
is  no  multitude  of  matter,  and  in  the  idle  tossing  of  many  words, 
what  can  there  be  but  a  fullness  of  folly,  when  a  fool's  voice  is 
known  by  them  ?  Eccles.  v.  3. 

Tertull.  Lib.  de  Anima,  cap.  45.        The.  Turner's  Serm.  at  Court,  1637. 

Foliis  leviora  caducis  Verba.    Qind,  Amor,  ii* 

1 788.  Not  to  Repine  at  the  Loss  of  Friends 
or  Children. 

Anytus,  a  young  spark  of  Athens,  came  revelling  into  Alcibiades' 
house,  and  as  he  sat  at  supper  with  some  strangers,  he  rose  on  a 
sudden  and  took  away  one  half  of  his  plate  ;  the  guests  stormed 
and  took  on  at  it ;  he  bade  them  be  quiet,  and  told  them  that  he 
had  dealt  kindly  with  him,  since  that  he  had  left  the  one  half, 
whereas  he  might  have  taken  the  whole.  So  let  no  man  repin 
for  that  friend,  that  child  which  is  taken  away  by  death,  but 
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thankful  to  God  for  those  that  arc  left  \  He  that  taketh  one,  might 
as  well  (if  He  would)  have  taken  all.  All  arc  in  His  hands,  and  it 
is  His  great  mercy  that  He  hath  left  any  at  all. 

Atltenavs,  Deipnosefh.,  Lib.  xii.       Plutarch  in  Alcibiade. 

1789.  Men  of  few,  and  Men  of  many  IVords, 
their  Difference. 

Homkr,  in  his  Iliad,  hath  appointed  unto  dreams  two  doors,  the 
one  a  door  of  horn,  which  was  the  door  of  truth  ;  the  other  a  door 
of  ivory,  which  was  the  door  of  deceit.  For  horn  (as  they  say) 
may  be  looked  through  ;  but  ivory  being  thick  and  dark  is  not 
transparent.  These  doors  may  very  well  be  applied  to  the  mouths 
of  men,  which  are  as  the  indexes  ^.nd  tables  of  the  heart  ;  for  to 
some  it  is  a  door  of  glass,  which  is  soon  broken  open,  and  easily 
giveth  pass  to  a  multitude  of  words,  wherein  the  folly  of  their 
hearts  and  minds  is  concerned ;  to  others  it  is  a  door  of  brass, 
firm  and  solid  in  keeping  in  their  words  with  more  care  and  cir- 
cumspection, and  showing  the  firm  solidity  of  their  hearts  and 
minds. 

Michael  Jcrmin,  Com.  on  Eccltt.  iv.       Modum  verborum  quibusdam 
ttnerc,  difficile  est.    Curt.  Lib.  vi. 

1790.  Why  it  is  that  the  Children  of  God 
die  usually  sooner  than  others. 

HOUt.D  any  of  us  have  a  child,  an  only  son  in  France,  Holland, 
or  some  such  like  place  of  distance,  abiding  there  to  learn  the 
language,  to  see  fashions  or  the  like,  and  should  hear  that  the 
country  was  all  in  an  uproar,  ready  to  fight  one  against  another  ; 
what  course  should  we  take  in  this  case  1  should  we  not  in  all  haste 
write  to  have  him  home,  where  he  might  be  in  more  safety  1  In 
like  manner  doth  God  with  His  people  that  He  hath  (as  it  were)  at 
nurse  or  at  school  here  in  this  world  ;  when  trouble  and  danger  is 
toward  those  places,  where  they  make  their  abode,  He  calleth  for 
them  away,  He  taketh  them  home  to  Himself,  where  they  are  sure 
to  be  safe,  far  out  of  gun-shot,  and  free  from  touch  or  view  of  evil. 


T.  Gataktr,  a  Funeral  Serm  ,  1627. 


Alba  ligHjha  cadtttit^  Virgil. 


I791-       Men  must  Die  and  Lie  down  in  the 

Dust. 

Jacobus  Emissekus,  a  famous  writer  and  tutor  to  Ephraim  the 
learned  Syrian,  reporteth  that  when  Noah  went  into  the  ark,  he 
took  the  bones  of  Adam  along  with  him,  and  coming  thence  he 
divided  them  amongst  his  sons,  giving  the  skull  to  Shem  his  first 
born,  saying — Let  not  this  delivery  from  the  flood  make  you  secure  : 
behold  your  first  parent,  ar.d  the  beginning  of  all  mankind  ;  you 
must  all  (nati  natorum  et  qui  nascuntur  ab  Mis,  and  all  that  come 
from  you)  go  unto  the  dust  to  him.  And  without  all  doubt,  all 
men  must  die,  and  lie  down  in  the  dust,  they  may  desire  to  stay 
long  here  in  this  valley  of  tears,  and  to  live  in  this  thin  shadow  of 
mortality,  when  by  the  course  Of  nature,  they  are  driven  on,  and 
carried  out  to  fheir  last  home  ;  the  very  increase  of  their  life 
tendeth  to  a  decrease,  till  fhey  meet  all  in  one  place,  Eccles  vi.  6, 
that  which  Adam  hath  provided  for  all  his  posterity,  and  where 
himself  being  already  laid,  all  shall  be  brought  unto  him. 

Andr.  Masius  in  Josh.  xxiv.  31.       Seriui  aut  cithti  ttdem  prtperamus 
ad  unam. 


1792. 


How  it  is  that  the  Sins  of  Parents  are 
Visited  on  their  Children. 

It  is  reported  of  a  Persian  emperor,  Artaxerxes  the  Long-handed, 
that  for  such  faults  as  his  nobles  and  captains  committed,  he  en- 
acted :  That  whereas  their  hair  was  wont  to  be  pulled,  their  head- 
tire  or  turbans  should  be  so  used  ;  and  for  such  offences  as  their 
bodies  had  been  wont  to  be  beaten,  their  robes  should  be  publicly 
scourged.  In  like  manner  God  dealeth  with  men,  when  they 
offend  of  themselves.  He  punisheth  not  themselves  always  in  their 
persons,  but  ofttimes  in  their  possessions,  in  their  goods  and  chattels, 
and  in  their  temporal  estates,  Job  i.  12 ;  and  if  in  their  posses- 
sions, no  marvel  if  in  their  children  too,  they  being  part  of  their 
possessions,  nay  part  of  themselves,  witness  that  indulgent  master, 
Matth.  xv.  22. 


Plutarch.      Salvia  h  de  Prwident.,  Lib.  UL 
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1 793.  Reproofs  of  a  Wise  Man  not  to  be 
Slighted. 

It  is  storied  of  Alexander  the  Great,  that  having  had  a  philoso- 
pher a  long  time  with  him,  he  at  length  said  unto  him,  Recede  a 
me  prorsus,  consortium  tuum  nolo,  Begone  from  me,  I  desire  not 
thy  company ;  and  being  asked  why,  made  answer,  Quod  quum 
tantoptre  mccum  degeris,  -&c,  Because  having  lived  so  long  with  me, 
thou  hast  not  reproved  any  vice  in  me  ;  for  either  thou  hast  ob- 
served me  not  to  err,  which  is  a  great  argument  of  ignorance, 
because  being  a  man,  I  know  myself  to  be  exposed  to  many 
errors  ;  or  else  thou  hast  known  me  to  err,  and  hast  held  thy 
peace,  which  is  a  proof  of  thine  unfaithfulness.  It  was  the  praise 
of  that  great  monarch  thus  to  do,  and  in  this  he  jumped  even 
with  the  preacher,  Eccles.  vii.  5,  It  is  better  to  hear  the  rebuke  of 
the  wise  man,  &c.  It  may  be  not  so  pleasant,  but  sure  it  is  better  ; 
and  there  is  less  hurt,  and  more  good  that  ariseth  from  it ;  there  is 
in  reproof  a  jarring  and  harsh  music,  because  it  opposeth  the  fault 
that  is  committed,  it  disagreeth  with  the  mind  of  him  that  hath 
committed  it ;  but  yet  it  soundeth  sweeter  than  the  melodious 
songs  of  flattering  parasites,  who  leading  on  to  wickedness,  do 
lead  into  destruction. 

Plutarch  in  Vita.       Dr.  Jermin  on  Ecclesiastes.       Si  merits  ob/urgaverU  te 
t: !i.;u is,  scito  quia  pm/uit,  &•:.    Sen.  in  Epist. 

1794.  Magistrates  to  be  Men  of  Under- 

standing. 

Heracutus  being  sick,  examined  his  physician  concerning  the 
cause  of  his  sickness  ;  but,  finding  that  he  was  ignorant  thereof, 
he  would  take  none  of  his  physic,  saying,  If  he  be  not  able  to 
show  me  the  cause,  he  is  less  able  to  take  away  the  cause  of  my 
disease.  Thus  there  are  many  sores  and  sicknesses  in  a  common- 
wealth, mille  nocendi  artes,  a  thousand  ways  of  cheating  ;  the  gene- 
rality of  men  is  (as  Ovid  said  of  Autolycus)  furtum  ingeniosus  ad 
omne,  witty  in  all  kind  of  wickedness  ;  nay,  mundus  in  maligna 
positus,  the  world  is  set  upon  mischief,  1  John  v.  19.  And  such 
is  the  subtilty  too  of  offenders,  that  Tertullus'  trim  tale  for  the 
lews  goes  current,  rill  the  Apostle  comes  after  him  and  unstarcheth 
it,  Acts  xxiv. ;  how  easy  is  a  fair  glove  drawn  upon  a  foul  hand  ! 
a  bad  cause  smoothed  over  with  goodly  pretences  1  so  cunning. 
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so  wary,  and  so  wise  are  the  many,  that  (as  Caesar  said  of  the 
Scythians)  difficilius  invenire  quant  interficere,  it  is  harder  to  find 
them  than  to  foil  them  ;  like  the  fish  sepia,  they  can  hide  them- 
selves in  their  own  mud,  cover  themselves  close  in  their  own  de- 
vices. The  magistrate,  then,  that  physician  of  the  body  politic, 
had  need  to  be  wise  and  learned,  to  get  and  keep  that  ov*  a&ia- 
fi\r)io%>,  one  ear  open  for  the  defendant,  to  be  a  man  of  great  ex- 
perience, industry,  and  judgment,  to  catch  all  such  with  the  hooks 
of  justice,  who  are  crafty  and  slippery  to  avoid  them,  and  by  this 
means  take  away  the  cause  of  corruption. 

Diog.  Ijurt.  in  Vita.      Sam.  Gary's  Strm.  at  Assises,  Norfolk,  1623.  Piin. 
Nat.  Hist.,  Lib.  ix.  cap.  29.        Felix  cniitas  ubi  prases  est  philosophu 
Arist.  Rhet.  iii. 

1795.  Men  to  be  Careful  how  they  make  Oath, 
in  Judicature  or  otherwise. 

It  is  said  of  Alexander  the  Great,  that  being  about  to  destroy 
Lampsacus,  an  eminent  port  town  in  Bithynia,  Anaximenes  the 
philosopher,  and  his  former  master,  being  a  native  of  the  place, 
came  to  meet  him,  and  to  entreat  him  in  the  behalf  thereof ;  which 
being  foreseen  by  Alexander,  he  swore  that  he  would  not  do  that 
which  Anaximenes  should  ask.  him  :  whereupon  Anaximenes  told 
him,  That  which  I  desire  is,  that  thou  wouldest  destroy  Lampsa- 
cus. Now,  Alexander  being  so  taken  by  his  word,  for  the  reverence 
of  his  oath,  did  not  destroy  the  place.  Most  noble  was  it  in  this 
great  man  to  keep  his  oath,  and  necessary  is  it  for  all  inferiors  to 
keep  theirs ;  for  an  oath  is  not  a  slight  business,  although  it  be 
despised,  because  men  are  accustomed  thereunto— namely,  being 
the  testimony  of  God  concerning  things  doubtful,  and  therefore 
to  cite  God  as  the  witness  to  a  lie,  must  needs  be  a  foul  wicked- 
ness and  horrible  impiety. 


Plutarch  in  Vita.       Phil  at  Deealogo.        Tantum  perjitria  vita.  Ovid, 

Amor,  i. 


1 796.  Tedious  Length  of  Lawsuits  condemned 

It  is  said  of  Hippocrates,  the  famous  physician,  that  he  was  never 
seen  to  be  in  choler  with  any  man ;  and  that  he  had  many  scholars, 
yet  permitted  none  to  practise,  before  they  had  taken  an  oath  at 
the  altar  of  Apollo,  to  abbreviate  the  cure  of  all  diseases  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power.  A  good  precedent  for  physicians  then,  and 
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a  good  pattern  for  lawyers  now.  to  despatch  their  clients'  causes 
with  expedition,  not  to  spin  out  time  in  the  suit,  dona  evacuata 
marsupia,  till  all  their  money  is  gone.  In  the  Jewish  common- 
wealth, judgment  seats  were  placed  in  the  gates  of  the  cities, 
Ruth  iv.  2,  intimating  quick  despatch,  that  causes  should  not  de- 
pend so  long,  as  to  become  aged  and  grey-headed  in  courts,  lest 
they  force  the  poor  client  to  say  unto  his  lawyer,  as  Balaam's  ass 
did  to  his  master,  Am  not  I  thine  ass  which  thou  hast  ridden  upon, 
since  thy  fust  time  till  this  present  day?  Numb.  xxii.  30. 

Seranus  in  Vita.      Sam.  Carey,  ut  antra. 

1797.  Cruelty  of  the  IVicked  no  Prejudice  to 

the  Godly. 

It  is  reported  of  Constantine,  that  being  spoken  to  by  many  to 
punish  some  who  had  thrown  stones  at  his  image,  saying  that  with 
the  stones  they  had  bruised  all  his  face;  he  wiping  his  face  with 
his  hand,  and  smiling  with  his  countenance,  gave  them  this  answer, 
Ego  vera  volnus  nusi/uam  in  /route  Jactutn  video,  6fC,  I  do  not 
feci  any  hurt  about  nie,  or  any  wound  made  in  my  face,  but  my 
head  is  sound,  and  all  my  body  likewise.  Plainly  so  it  is  with 
them  that  keep  the  commandments  of  God  ;  all  the  evil  which  the 
devil  or  any  wicked  man  can  work  or  do  against  them,  it  is  but 
like  an  evil  done  to  their  pictures,  they  feel  it  not,  Eccles.  viii.  5. 
For  how  should  they  feel  evil,  to  whom  all  things  work  together 
for  their  good  ?  It  is  true,  they  may  know  sorrow,  but  not  so  to 
know  it  as  to  take  care  for  it ;  they  may  find  the  dealings  of  wicked 
men  to  be  evil,  but  they  shall  not  much  feel  the  evil  of  them  : 
nay,  they  shall  receive  much  good  for  the  evil  that  they  suffer ;  for, 
as  it  is  an  exercise  of  their  patience,  so  shall  it  be  the  increase  of 
their  glory. 

Cits.  Barenii  Annates,  anno  Ckristi  324.       Est  ifisis  injuria  passis  utilis  in- 
terdum.    Ovid,  in  Epist. 

1798.  Goodness,  not  Greatness,  that  Holdeth 

out  to  the  last. 

When  a  wealthy  merchant  bragged  to  Lycon,  a  wise  philosopher, 
of  the  multitude  of  his  great  ships,  and  furniture  for  sea,  being  able 
to  trade  into  all  parts,  the  wise  man  made  this  answer ;  I  esteem 
not  that  to  be  felicity,  which  hangs  upon  ropes  and  cables.  Thus, 
when  a  man  is  at  the  last  cast,  it  is  piety  and  the  txviftfeax  c&  CisA, 
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not  plenty  and  prosperity  (which  are  transitory)  that  shall  stand  a 
man  in  stead  ;  the  smoke  of  a  great  man's  sacrifice  smells  never 
the  sweeter  before  God,  because  he  is  clothed  in  silk,  or  like  the 
bird  of  paradise  adorned  with  plumes  and  fine  feathers  ;  no,  it  is 
the  inside  that  God  regards,  He  looks  on  man's  obedience,  requires 
his  service,  loves  his  thankfulness,  respects  his  holiness,  and  will 
reward  his  faithfulness. 

D.  Laertius.     Jos.  Shult's  Strm.  at  St.  Afitr/i,  Wolnoth,  Lonrf.,  1626.  Men 
onto  iliam  fortuttam  rudentibits  aptam. 


1799.  How  it  comes  to  pass  that  Death  is 

more  generally  Excused  than  A  ccused. 

It  was  a  fable  amongst  the  ancients  in  former  times,  that  God  ap- 
pointing to  everything  its  office  and  function,  He  gave  order  unto 
death  to  take  away  the  lives  of  men  ;  but  death  refused  the  em- 
ployment, and  gave  this  reason,  because  he  should  be  by  every 
one  accused,  they  would  all  be  ready  to  say,  that  he  had  killed 
them  ;  No,  says  God,  they  shall  all  be  forward  to  excuse  thee ;  Nay 
then,  says  death  :  let  me  alone  to  undertake  the  service  :  hence  it 
comes  to  pass  that  of  such  a  one  we  say,  he  died  because  he  was 
an  old  man  ;  of  another,  because  he  was  intemperate  in  his  diet ; 
of  a  third,  because  he  was  careless  of  his  health  ;  a  fourth  might 
have  been  a  living  man,  had  he  not  gone  such  a  journey  by  land, 
or  such  a  voyage  to  sea,  so  that  with  one  thing  or  other,  death, 
that  prince  of  terrors,  though  he  have  his  name  in  Latin  Mors  A 
mordentfo,  yet  he  is  more  generally  excused  by  all  men,  than  ac- 
cused by  any. 

Imagini  ele  Gli.  Dei  if  Antichifer  Cattari. 

1 800.  A  Minister  to  Keep  close  to  his  Text. 

The  poet  was  witty,  who  made  this  fiction  :  A  client  having  feed 
his  lawyer  to  plead  for  the  recovery  of  his  two  hogs ;  his  counsel- 
lor tells  him,  it  should  be  his  first  motion,  and  so  steps  to  the  bar, 
and  there  makes  a  long  oration  so  far  from  the  matter,  that  the 
poor  client,  thinking  he  had  been  upon  another  business,  pulls  him 
by  the  sleeve,  saying :  Domine,jam  age  tie porcis,  Sir,  now  plead  for 
my  hogs.  This  is  a  great  fault  in  lawyers,  that  many  times  in  their 
pleadings  they  are  so  far  from  the  matter,  that  neither  judge  nor 
jury  can  well  tell  what  to  make  of  it ;  but  the  like  may  be  said  of 
some  bold  j^naroes,  such  as  in  ttie  pulpit  after  they  have  repeated 
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c  text,  shake  hands  with  it,  and  so  part,  never  coming  at  it  again, 
in  ventum  verba  proferunt,  their  discourse  is  like  wind,  Job  vi.  26. 
And  yet  the  people  are  much  taken  with  these  Euroclydons,  Acts 
xxviL  14  ;  men  of  more  tongue  than  judgment ;  0,  says  one,  he 
is  a.  very  ready  man,  he  was  never  out,  and  that  is  true,  for  he  was 
never  in  ;  O,  says  another,  he  never  looked  on  his  book  ;  and  that 
is  as  true,  his  tutor  (if  he  had  one)  could  never  get  him  to  look 
upon  any ;  it  were  therefore  to  be  wished,  that  as  the  lawyer  was 
advised  to  come  to  the  point ;  so  he,  to  keep  close  to  his  text. 

Sam.  Carets  Serm.  at  Norfolk  Anita,  1 623. 

1 80 1.  Kings,  Princes,  Protectors,  &c,  subject 
to  Death,  as  well  as  the  Lowest  of  the 
People. 

It  is  written  of  Alexander,  that  having  heard  of  Paradise,  and  that 
it  was  upon  the  earth,  he  was  very  eager  in  seeking  of  it  out,  and 
to  that  end  coming  into  the  east  part  of  the  earth,  an  old  man 
meeting  with  some  of  his  soldiers,  bade  them  tell  Alexander  that 
he  sought  Paradise  in  vain.  For  the  way  to  Paradise  was  the  way 
to  humility,  which  he  did  not  lake.  But,  saith  he,  take  this  stone 
and  carry  it  to  Alexander,  and  tell  him,  that  from  this  stone  he 
shall  tell  what  he  is.  Now,  the  stone  was  a  precious  stone,  and  of 
such  a  quality  that  whatsoever  thing  was  weighed  with  it,  that  was 
still  the  heavier,  only  if  it  were  covered  with  dust,  then  it  was  as 
light  as  straw.  The  meaning  of  the  thing  did  easily  appear,  as 
showing  Alexander,  and  all  others  in  power  like  unto  him,  that 
though  in  their  lives  they  outweigh  others  by  greatness  of  their 
authority,  yet  that  in  death  all  their  greatness  signifies  as  much  as 
comes  to  nothing,  and  then  they  weigh  as  light  as  any  other;  they 
may  forbid  things  by  the  laws  of  their  nations,  but  they  cannot 
banish  death  by  any  law  they  can  make  ;  they  may  dispatch  away 
their  ambassadors  to  treat  with  men,  but  not  with  death ;  they 
may  send  out  their  military  forces  to  withstand  their  enemies,  but 
they  cannot  resist  death,  Eccles.  viii.  8. 

Quint,  Curiius.        Mors  sceptra  ligenibus  aquat, 

1802.  Magistrates  to  be  Impartial  in  jfustice. 

Seleucus,  that  impartial  law-giver  of  the  Locrians,  made  a  law 
against  adulterers,  that  whosoever  should  be  found  guilty  thereof, 
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exocularetur  (they  are  the  words  of  reverend  Bede)  should  have 
his  eyes  put  out.  It  so  happened  that  his  son  proved  the  first 
offender,  sentence  was  pronounced,  execution  ready  to  be  done  ; 
whereupon  the  people,  submissis precibus  rogitabant,  &>c,  earnestly 
entreated  the  judge  his  father  that  he  would  paidon  the  fact,  who, 
upon  serious  deliberation,  put  out  one  of  his  own  eyes,  and  one 
of  his  son's,  and  so  showed  himself,  pium  patrem,  et  sever um  judi- 
cem,  a  godly  father  and  an  upright  judge  together.  Thus  it  is  that 
magistrates,  like  the  earth,  should  be  immoveable,  though  the 
winds  should  blow  at  once  from  all  the  points  of  the  compass  ;  not 
to  favour  friends,  nor  fear  the  frowns  of  enemies,  but  proceed  im- 
partially according  to  the  merits  of  the  cause  that  is  before  them, 
Prov.  xviii.  5. 

In  Cluxm.  Oterum.  torn.  ii.       Parcere  subjectis  et  dtbeUart  superbos.  Virgil. 
Jer.  Letch's  Serm.  at  St.  Mary-le- Bna,  Loud.,  1627. 


1803.  The  Greatness  of  Kings,  Princes,  Pro- 
tectors, &c,  no  Protection  from  Death. 

There  is  a  relation  of  Alexander  the  Great,  that  as  he  went  on 
conquering  the  world,  coming  near  some  wise  men,  he  called  them 
unto  him,  and  upon  asking  them  some  questions,  he  found  them 
to  be  wise  men  indeed.  He  bade  them  ask  some  gifts  of  him, 
and  they  should  have  them  ;  whereupon  one  of  the  philosophers 
said,  We  desire  of  thee  certain  immortality ;  at  which  Alexander 
laughing,  said,  I  accounted  you  to  be  wise  men,  but  now  I  per- 
ceive you  to  be  ignorant  I  cannot  give  that  unto  myself ;  how 
can  I  then  give  it  unto  you  1  Are  you  mortal  then,  say  they  unto 
him  ?  I  am,  said  he  ;  Then,  replied  they,  why  dost  thou  disturb 
the  whole  world,  seeking  the  dominion  of  it,  as  if  thou  wert  im- 
mortal !  Thus  it  is,  that  the  greatness  of  kings,  princes,  and  rulers 
of  the  earth,  may  do  great  things  at  home  and  abroad,  may  pro- 
tect others  from  dangers  imminent,  but  cannot  give  themselves  a 
supersedeas  from  death  approaching.  They  are  said  to  be  like 
tumbling  seas,  whose  boiling,  swelling,  overflowing  waves  bring 
terror  and  trouble  to  all  that  are  near  them  ;  but  God  hath  said 
unto  them.  Hither  shall  ye  come  and  no  further,  here  shall  your 
proud  waves  be  stayed,  here  in  the  midst  of  your  march  (be  it 
ne?erso  fierce)  shall  the  wheels  of  your  chariots  be  knocked  off, 
and  here  in  the  ruff  of  all  your  greatness,  shall  death  arrest  you. 


f/u/urcA  <1/>apA,       Rigidum  jus  at,  et  inevitiibiU,  mortis.    Ovid,  ad  Livim 
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1804.  Marriage  not  to  be  Made  for  Money 

only. 

There  was  a  rich  man  in  Athens,  who  had  a  daughter  to  marry, 
and  he  asked  counsel  of  Themistocles,  how  to  bestow  her,  telling 
him  that  there  was  a  very  honest  man  that  made  suit  unto  her,  but 
he  was  poor  ;  and  there  was  a  rich  man,  which  did  also  desire  her, 
ut  he  was  not  honest.  Themistocles  answered,  that  if  he  were  to 
choose,  he  would  prefer  moneyless  men  before  masterless  money  ; 
intimating  thereby,  that  marriage  is  not  to  be  contracted  for  money 
only ;  yet  the  question  is  now,  with  what  money,  not  with  what 
honesty,  the  party  (whom  they  seek)  is  endowed ;  whether  they  be 
rich,  not  whether  they  be  godly  ;  what  lands  they  have  on  earth, 
not  what  inheritance  they  have  in  Heaven  ;  it  is  dos,  not  Dots  ;  all 
is  good  enough  if  there  be  goods  enough,  it  is  money  that  makes 
the  match ;  but  let  such  know,  that  as  their  money  wasteth,  so 
their  love  weareth,  neither  is  there  any  love  or  friendship  constant, 
but  that  which  is  grounded  on  constant  causes,  such  as  virtue  and 
godliness,  which  will  hold  out  to  the  last. 

A  Marriage  Sermon,  1632,  per  anonym        Virum  polius  petunia  indigen- 

It  in,  <5rv. 


1805.  The  Day  of  the  Last  Judgment,  a 
Terrible  Day. 

here  is  a  story  of  two  soldiers  that  coming  to  the  valley  of  Jeho- 
shaphat  in  Judea,  and  one  saying  to  the  other,  Here  in  this  place 
snail  be  the  general  judgment,  wherefore  1  will  now  take  up  my 
lace  where  I  will  then  sit,  and  so  lifting  up  a  stone,  he  sate  down 
pon  it,  as  taking  possession  beforehand.  But  being  sate,  and 
ooking  up  to  heaven,  such  a  quaking  and  trembling  fell  upon  him, 
that  falling  to  the  earth,  he  remembered  the  day  of  judgment  with 
horror  and  amazement  ever  after ;  and  to  say  truth,  so  fearful  and 
terrible  shall  be  the  appearance  of  that  day,  that  our  Saviour  in 
some  sort  describing  the  same,  saith,  that  then  the  powers  of 
Heaven  shall  be  shaken,  Matth.  xxiv.  29  :  de  angtfis  hoc  dicit,  {saith 
St.  Augustine,)  Christ  here  speaketh  of  the  angels,  that  trembling 
and  great  fear  shall  surprise  them  ;  so  that  if  those  glorious  spirits 
shall  tremble  at  the  horror  of  that  day,  who  being  guilty  of  no  sin, 
shall  not  then  be  judged,  how  shall  poor  mortals  stand  amired, 


vol.  u. 


306 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  4a 


especially  the  wicked,  whose  judgment  and  condemnation  sh 
then  be  pronounced. 

Rob.  Hokot,  in  Lib.  Sap.      Diei  ira  dies  ilia,  &c.  Manilita. 

1806.  The  Benefit  of  History. 

Lucius  Lucullus,  being  appointed  captain-general  over  the  Roman 
forces  against  Mithridates,  had  not  great  experience  or  knowledge 
in  war,  but  only  what  he  had  gotten  by  reading  history,  yet  proved 
a  discreet  and  valiant  commander,  and  vanquished  at  that  time 
two  of  the  greatest  princes  in  the  East.  Thus  it  is  that  history  is, 
and  may  be,  the  director  of  meanest  men  in  any  of  their  actions, 
how  others  have  behaved  themselves  upon  several  occasions,  and 
what  hath  followed  thereupon ;  it  is  a  trusty  counsellor  of  state, 
by  whose  advice  and  direction  a  commonwealth  may  be  framed, 
governed,  reformed,  and  preserved,  an  army  may  be  ordered, 
enemies  vanquished,  and  victory  obtained.  In  it,  as  in  a  glass, 
we  see  and  behold  God's  providence  guiding  and  ruling  the  world, 
and  men's  actions  which  arrive  often  at  unexpected  events,  and 
even  sometimes  reach  unto  such  ends  as  are  quite  contrary  to  the 
actor's  intentions  ;  it  is  a  punisher  of  vice,  presenting  aged  folly, 
green  and  fresh  to  posterity ;  not  suffering  sin  to  die,  much  less  to 
be  buried  in  oblivion  ;  it  is  also  a  rewarder  of  virtue,  reserving 
worthy  deeds  for  imitation  ;  a  good  work,  though  it  die  in  doing, 
is  a  reward  to  itself,  yet  that  some  dull  natures  might  be  stirred  up 
the  more,  and  all  benefited  by  seeing  gracious  steps  before  them, 
this  only  is  exempted  by  a  firm  decree  from  the  stroke  of  death, 
to  live  in  history. 

Pmfat.  ad  vitam  PluUtrchi.  Historia  utilitas  est  magna,  f die  itattm  partici- 
pate Gfc.  Diodor.  Sicut.  de  Fabulosis  Otitis,  Lib.  i.  Joh.  Crompton, 
a  Marriage  Sermon,  1 632. 

1807.  Men  usually  Judging  others  to  be  like 
Themselves. 

It  is  said  of  Moses  and  Joshua,  that  when  they  were  coming 
down  from  the  mountain,  and  heard  a  noise  in  the  camp,  Joshua 
said,  there  was  a  noise  of  war,  Exod.  xxxiL  1 7  ;  but  Moses  said, 
The  noise  of  them  that  sing  do  I  hear.  Here  was  now  great  dif- 
ference of  these  two  great  men's  judgments ;  but  the  reason  was, 
that  Joshua  being  a  martial  man,  theiefore  judgeth  the  noise  to  be 
a  noise  of  war ;  but  Moses  being  a  man  of  peace,  judgeth  the 
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noise  to  be  a  noise  of  peace,  each  of  them  judging  according  to 
their  several  dispositions.  Hence  is  that  of  the  philosopher, 
Qua/is  quisque  est,  tales  existimat  alios.  Such  as  every  one  is,  the 
same  he  thinketh  others  to  be,  measuring  of  other  men's  actions  by 
his  own  bushel ;  the  lascivious  man  thinketh  others  to  be  lascivious; 
the  covetous  person  thinks  others  to  be  covetous ;  the  fool  thinks 
every  man  to  be  as  arrant  a  wise  man  as  himself ;  hoc  protlivius 
suspicatur  in  alio,  S°c,  every  man  readily  suspects  that  of  another, 
which  he  findeth  in  himself.  , 

Mick.  Jermin  on  Ecclts,  vri.       Aristot.  Polil,  Lib.  iii.  cap.  6.       August,  in 
Psalm  cxviii.,  Cone.  12. 

1 808.  Neglect  of  the  Soul  reproved. 

There  is  a  story  of  one  Pambo,  that  on  a  time  looking  out  at  a 
window,  and  perceiving  a  woman  to  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  in 
trimming  herself,  fell  a  weeping,  and  being  demanded  the  cause, 
answered,  Have  not  I  a  great  cause  to  weep,  to  see  yonder  poor 
creeping  worm  consume  so  long  time  in  decking  and  adorning  her 
poor  earthly  carcase  to  the  sight  of  man,  and  I  spend  so  small 
time  in  preparing  my  soul  for  God  1  But  were  this  man  alive  now, 
he  would  do  nothing  else  but  lament,  and  take  on  to  see  how 
people  of  all  sorts,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  are  taken  up 
with  high  thoughts  of  their  bodies,  littl*  thinking  of  their  souls,  men 
and  women  trifling  out  whole  days  inter  pectinem  tt  speculum,  in 
finifying  of  their  fantastical  phisnomies,  and  not  bestowing  one 
hour  in  smoothing  and  rectifying  of  their  most  precious  souls. 

Euripid.        Jama  Forsith's  Strtn.  at  Si.  Paul's,  1617.     O  anima  Christiana, 
tvigila,         August,  de  Dtxt.  Christ. 

1809.  To  Compassionate  others  Miseries. 

There  is  mention  made  of  some  mountains,  called  Montes  Lac- 
tarei,  the  Milky  Mountains,  on  which  the  beasts  that  feed  do  give 
such  nourishing  milk,  that  men's  bodies  (though  much  consumed 
away)  do  thereby  not  only  receive  strength  and  health,  but  fatness 
also,  whereas  the  beasts  themselves  are  exceeding  lean,  so  that 
after  a  wonderful  manner  the  beasts  do  not  profit  by  that  grass, 
by  which  the  bodies  of  men  come  on  and  prosper  ;  they  go  up 
and  down  near  the  thickets  of  the  mountains  meagre  and  thin, 
and  as  it  were,  sustaining  the  condition  of  those  who  are  healed 
by  them.  Like  to  these  beasts  should  charity  make  every  one  of 
us,  that  as  we  comfort  the  poor  with  the  milk  thax  yie.  ^.nc  >&v<otvx 
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the  relief  that  we  afford  them,  and  that  when  we  bestow  our  alms, 

it  should  be  cum  sympathia  it  lacrymis,  with  tears  and  sympathy  of 
grief,  as  having  a  fellow-feeling  with  them,  and  bearing  part  of 
their  distressed  burden,  so  that  as  passion  wringeth  tears  from 
them,  compassion  should  do  the  like  from  us. 

ii 


Cassioderi  Var.  Lect.       Si  doles ;  condoleo%  Crt\  Bernard  de  Co nsolat., 
Catena  Gra.  J*aJ,  in  Eedcs.  xu  2. 


1 8 10.  Folly  to  Repent  the  Choice  of  a  IVife, 
Marriage  being  once  past. 

When  Caesar  was  to  pass  the  Rubicon  against  Pompey,  he  left  the 
land  with  this  resolution,  that  a  man  could  be  undone  but  once. 
As  it  is  in  the  government  of  a  commonwealth,  or  in  the  ordering 
of  an  army,  twn  licet  in  bello  bis  peccare,  a  commander  can  err  but 
once,  (which  is  a  miserable  happiness,)  overthrow  and  ruin  following 
so  close,  he  cannot  have  leisure  to  be  twice  faulty  :  so  oftentimes 
it  falls  out  in  the  choice  of  a  wife,  men  have  not  leave  to  change 
often  ;  once  blest  or  curst,  must  be  for  ever  so  ;  for  better  or 
worse  during  life,  what  is  tied  by  the  tongue  cannot  be  untied  by 
the  hands.  It  will  be  good  therefore  for  men  to  look  before  they 
leap,  to  be  very  wary  in  th^  point  of  wiving,  for  if  they  marry  they 
know  not  whom,  they  may  {for  ought  any  man  knows)  mend  their 
choice  they  know  not  when. 


Lilian.       Joh.  Cmmpten,  a  Wedding  Sermon,  1632, 

181 1.  Charity  Attended  by  the  Certainty 
Reward. 


of 


When  Alexander  set  forward  upon  his  great  exploits,  before  he 
went  from  Macedonia,  he  divided  among  his  captains  and  friends 
all  that  he  had  ;  for  which,  when  one  of  his  friends  reproved  him, 
saying  that  he  was  prodigal,  because  he  had  reserved  nothing  for 
himself ;  the  answer  which  Alexander  gave  was  this,  that  he  had 
reserved  much  unto  himself,  namely,  the  hope  of  the  monarchy 
of  the  world,  which,  by  the  valour  and  help  of  those  his  captairs 
and  nobles,  he  hoped  to  obtain.  And  thus  surely,  he  that  giveth 
to  the  poor  may  seem  to  be  prodigal,  yet  in  respect  of  the  hope 
that  he  hath  of  profit,  he  is  frugally  wise.  Neither  is  his  hop 
such  as  Alexander's  was,  which  depended  on  the  uncertaint 
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r.  but  such  as  is  grounded  upon  the  certainty  of  God's  Word, 
Prov.  xix.  17. 

Plutarch  in  Vila.       In  caritate  pauper  est  dives,  sine  earitate,  &v.  August, 
de  Laude  Caritat, 

181 2.  Ministers  to  be  Careful  in  Reproving 
Sinners. 

It  is  -written  of  Domitian  the  emperor,  that  a  boy  holding  for  a 
mark  afar  off  his  hand  spread  abroad  with  the  fingers  severed,  he 
shot  his  arrows  so  artificially,  that  every  arrow  did  hit  on  the  empty 
spaces  betwixt  the  fingers,  and  that  not  any  one  finger  received 
damage  thereby.  Such  must  be  the  care  of  every  faithful  minister 
of  God's  Word,  how  he  shooteth  his  arrows,  how  he  placeth  his 
words,  especially  in  the  matter  of  reproving  sin,  so  that  the  empty 
spaces  thereof,  and  which  by  sin  are  made  empty  of  all  goodness, 
may  be  hit  and  wounded  ;  but  that  he  leave  the  hand  and  fingers, 
that  is  the  mind  and  desire  of  working  and  doing  well,  not  wronged, 
nor  impaired.  Whilst  he  fisheth  for  men's  souls,  he  must  have  a 
great  care  how  he  baits  his  hook,  too  harsh  an  increpation  (like  an 
axe  that  flies  from  the  handle)  may  kill  a  saint,  when  it  should 
only  cut  down  the  sinner  ;  reproof  being  irksome  to  human  na- 
ture, a  violent  and  fierce  manner  in  the  using  of  it,  will  much 
hinder  the  good  success  that  should  come  thereby. 

Suetonius  in  Vita.        Adsit  Regula  peccatis,  qua  faints  eroget  etquas.  Herat. 
Greg,  de  Cura  Past.  cap.  10. 

18 13.  Uncertainty  of  Worldly  Things. 

It  is  written  of  Sesostris,  a  king  of  Egypt,  that  he  had  his  coach 
drawn  by  four  kings,  which  he  had  lately  overcome  in  battle,  and 
one  day  perceiving  one  of  them  to  look  often  back,  demanded  the 
reason  why  he  did  so,  who  returned  answer :  I  do  behold  and  ob 
serve  that  part  of  the  wheel  which  was  lowest,  becomes  by  and 
bye  the  highest,  and  the  highest,  lowest ;  cogito  tk  mutatiotu  for- 
ttmtc,  6fi.,  I  note  the  instability  of  things  in  this  world,  &c.  And 
most  true  it  is,  that  the  world  is  at  no  certain,  now  up,  now  down, 
and  the  things  thereof  now  here,  anon  there,  so  that  nothing  is 
stable  under  the  sun,  honours,  preferments,  riches,  strength,  beauty, 
parts,  all  momentary  and  uncertain,  subject  to  alteration ;  nay, 
life  itself,  like  to  the  waters  in  the  river,  qua  vdut  a  funtis  sui  ori- 
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girte,  rising  from  the  fountain  to  the  height,  falls  into  the  Mare 
tuum  of  death,  and  never  returneth  again. 
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Paul.  Diaconm  de  Reb.  Rom. ,  Lib.  xvii.      Fallax  est  hie  mundus,  finis  dub/us, 
&-c.    Pet.  Bltsens.       Greg.  Moral.  Lib.  xxxiii.  cap.  7. 


18 14.  Christian  Watchfulness  enjoined. 


When  the  holy  things  belonging  to  the  sanctuary  were  to  be  re- 
moved, God  commanded  Aaron  and  his  sons,  that  there  should  be 
a  special  care  had  to  cover  them  all  over,  lest  in  the  journey,  dust 
should  any  way  soil  them,  Num.  iv.  In  like  manner,  such  as  are  the 
children  of  God,  and  vessels  of  mercy,  belonging  to  His  sanctuary, 
must  walk  circumspectly,  and  it  must  be  their  great  care,  while 
they  are  in  the  way  of  this  life,  that  they  be  covered  close  with  a 
diligent  watchfulness,  otherwise  the  dust  of  sin,  or  the  pollution 
of  some  uncleanness,  will  easily  fasten  unto  them,  and  braid  even 
the  best  of  their  performances. 

R.  SMS  Sertti.  at  Cray's  Inn,  1630.        Ut  teipsum  serves  non  txpergisn 

Herat. 
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1 815.  How  the  Vanity  of  Worldly  Thing, 
may  be  easily  Discerned. 

A  man  that  walketh  in  a  great  mist,  or  some  thick  fog,  can 
perceive  whence  it  cometh,  nor  whither  it  goeth  ;  but  if  he  go 
to  the  top  of  some  high  hill,  or  mountain  next  adjoining,  he  shall 
soon  discern  that  it  is  nothing  but  a  vapour,  arising  from  the 
crannies  and  entrails  of  the  earth,  thickening  in  the  clouds  and 
vanishing  in  the  air.  And  thus  it  is,  that  so  long  as  the  earthly 
minds  of  covetous  worldly  men  are  overshadowed  with  the  dark- 
ness of  ignorance,  and  thickened  with  a  greedy  desire  of  worldly 
things,  they  cannot  see,  perceive,  nor  understand  the  things  that 
are  of  God,  nor  the  vanity  and  frailty  of  the  creature ;  but  if  they 
would  take  a  turn  or  two  on  the  top  of  Mount  Sion,  and  be  lifted 
up  in  their  minds  with  holy  meditation,  they  would  soon  perceive 
that  all  things  of  this  life  are  sublunary,  and  proceed  from  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  and  that  all  the  glory  of  the  world  must  pass 
away  and  come  to  nothing. 


/hMtJ  Fersilh,  a  Serm.  at  St.  PanTs,  1617.        Quod  sine  miserabili  gemitu 
cendum  non  est,  &"C.    Bern,  super  Cant. 
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1816.  Occasion  of  Sin  to  be  Avoided. 

Is  the  time  of  the  law,  the  Najsarite  was  not  only  commanded  to 
abstain  from  wine  and  strong  drink,  but  lie  also  might  not  eat 
grapes,  whether  moist  or  dry,  nor  anything  that  was  made  of  the 
vine  tree,  from  the  kernels  to  the  very  husk,  Numb.  vi.  4. 
Strange  !  that  such  small  things  as  these  in  which  there  could  be 
no  appearance  of  danger,  should  be  forbidden  I  yet  not  so  strange 
as  true  ;  lest  by  the  contentment  of  these,  they  might  be  drawn  to 
the  desire  of  wine,  and  so  be  carried  on  to  sin.  Thus,  the  remote 
occasion  was  forbidden,  to  show  how  careful  every  one  should  be 
to  avoid  the  least  occasion  of  sin  ;  hence  is  that  prayer  of  David, 
Remove  from  me  the  way  of  lying,  Psal.  cxix.  29,  by  the  way,  mean- 
ing the  occasion  of  sin  ;  and  heathen  Seneca  could  say,  Quantum 
posiumus  a  lubrico  reeedamus,  &c,  As  much  as  we  can,  let  us 
keep  ourselves  from  slippery  places,  for  •even  on  dry  ground,  it  is 
not  very  strongly  that  we  stand. 

Will.  Attersoll  in  Numb.  vi.  4.        Seneca ,  Epist.  aii  Lucilmm. 

1 81 7.  Christ  the  Best  Shelter  in  Times  of 

Affliction. 

Avjcen  writeth,  that  in  the  country  of  Chaldsea  there  are  many 
rivers,  and  that  the  hart  being  almost  hunted  down,  makes  to  the 
river  side,  and  being  not  able  to  pass,  goeth  to  the  first  man  he 
seeth,  brays  and  weeps  to  him  for  relief,  and  so  is  taken.  Which 
example  let  every  Christian  man  learn  to  follow,  that  seeing  him- 
self beset  with  innumerable  enemies,  wearied  with  the  burden  of 
sin,  and  as  it  were  overwhelmed  with  a  deluge  of  sorrow  and  dis- 
tress, he  may  turn  to  the  man  Jesus,  who  is  able  and  willing 
to  deliver  him  from  all  dangers  imminent  and  incumbent,  who  is 
the  only  shelter  in  time  of  trouble  and  affliction. 

Avian,  Lib.  viii.       Passh  tua,  Domine  Jem,  ultimum  est  re/ugium.  Bern. 

in  Cant. 

18 18.  A  Rich  Man  pleading  Poverty  con- 
demned. 

Alexander  the  Fifth,  Pope  of  Rome,  said  of  himself,  That 
when  he  was  a  bishop,  he  was  rich  ,  when  a  cardinal,  poor  ;  and 
when  a  pope,  a  very  beggar :  and  plainly,  so  it  is  in  these  stsaiv 
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laced  times  of  ours  with  too  many  wretched  rich  men,  who,  the 
richer  they  are,  the  more  wretched  they  are ;  as  their  store  is  en- 
larged, their  charity  is  contracted — such  as  having  a  male  in  their 
flock,  sacrifice  to  the  Lord  a  corrupt  thing,  Mai.  i.  14,  such  as  ride 
on  horses  with  golden  chains,  lie  on  beds  of  ivory,  eat  of  the  fat- 
test, and  clothe  with  the  softest,  yet  when  they  come  to  the  matter 
of  charity,  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  pauperrimis  redduntur  pau- 
periores,  they  plead  poverty,  and  make  themselves  more  poor  than 
the  poorest,  Prov.  xiii.  7. 


Mich.  Jermin,  Exposil.  on  Ecclesiastes  vii.        Magnas  inter  opes  inops. 

Horat. 


1 8 19.  Magistrates  to  be  Active  Examples  Oj 
Good  unto  others. 

ith 
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It  is  said  in  the  praise  of  Moses  that  he  was  a  mighty  man  bo 
in  word  and  deed,  Acts  vii.  22  ;  not  mighty  in  word  only,  as  many 
governors  are,  to  command  strongly,  but  mighty  also  in  deed 
do  it  accordingly.  As  Tully  reports  of  Julius  Caesar,  that  he 
never  heard  saying  to  his  soldiers,  Ite  i/luc,  Go  ye  thither,  as 
they  should  go  into  service,  and  he  to  stay  behind  in  the  tent ;  but 
Vtnite  hue,  Come  ye  hither,  let  us  give  the  onset,  and  adventure  our 
lives  together ;  a  great  encouragement  for  the  soldier  to  follow, 
when  he  sees  his  captain  march  before  !  Thus  xt  is,  that  if  the 
magistrate  will  persuade  the  people  to  anything,  he  must  show  the 
experience  of  it  first  in  himself;  or  if  he  will  command  the  people 
anything,  he  must  do  it  first  upon,  and  by  himself,  otherwise  if  he 
exact  one  thing,  and  do  another,  it  will  be  said  that  he  is  like  a 
waterman,  that  rows  one  way,  and  looks  another. 

Serin,  before  Prince  Charles  at  St.  jfamcss,  1622.      Quicunque proprium  co. 
subegerit,  &v.    Ambros.  atper  illud  Psatmi,  Anima  men  in  mattibus,  &v 


1820.  Sin  the  Destruction  of  any  People  or 
Nation  whatsoever. 

Seragastio,  a  servant,  (in  one  of  Plautus'  Comedies,)  asking 
another,  Ut  munitum  tibi  visum  est  appidum  ?  How  doth  the  town 
seem  to  be  fortified  J  the  answer  given  was  this,  Si  incoke  bene 
snit  morati,  pulchre  munitum  arbitror,  If  the  inhabitants  be  well 
governed  and  good,  I  think  it  to  be  well  fortified  ;  and  then  reckon- 
iig  up  many  vices,  he  concludeth,  Htec  nisi  inde  aberunt,  (s+c., 
Unless  these  be  absent,  a  hundred  walls  are  but  little  enough  for 
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the  preservation  of  it .  And  to  say  truth,  such  is  the  destructive 
nature  of  sin,  that  it  will  level  the  walls  of  the  best  and  most 
polite  governments  whatsoever ;  so  that  it  is  no  more  the  walls 
and  bulwarks,  the  secret  counsels,  the  subtle  contrivements,  the 
valour  of  the  soldiery,  or  the  greatness  of  commanders,  will  be 
guard  sufficient  to  a  nation  or  people,  unless  sin,  that  is,  reigning, 
beloved  sin,  be  first  removed. 

Ptautus  ex  Persa. 

1 82 1.  Magistrates  not  to  be  Guilty  of  that 
which  they  do  Forbid  in  others. 

Alexander,  the  great  conqueror,  took  one  Dyonides,  a  pirate, 
upon  the  sea,  and  asked  him,  quid  sibi  videretur,  ut  mare  injestum 
faccrrt,  what  he  meant  in  that  manner  to  trouble  the  sea.  The 
pirate  answered  him  boldly  and  truly,  Yea,  what  do  you  rather 
mean  to  trouble  the  world  ?  but  because  I  rob  and  steal  in  a  small 
cock-boat,  which  you  do  in  a  great  and  royal  navy,  I  go  for  a 
pirate,  and  you  for  an  emperor.  And  when  it  is  thus  with  the 
magistrates  in  a  nation  or  commonwealth,  when  they  punish  that 
sin  in  others  whereof  themselves  are  notoriously  guilty ;  though 
110  man  dare  speak,  yet  every  man  will  mutter ;  and  Socrates  will 
laugh,  because  he  sees  magnos  latroties  ducentes  parvos  ad susptn- 
dium,  the  great  thieves  leading  the  little  ones  to  the  gallows. 

Plittank.       Sermon  at  St.  James's  before  Prince  Charles,  1622.       Turpe  est 

lioctori,  drv. 

1822.  Not  to  be  Disqirieted  at  the  Prosperity 

of  the  IVicked. 

It  is  St  Augustine's  instance  of  one,  that  considering  himself  to  be 
cast  into  prison,  and  there  to  be  careful  to  do  the  works  of  righteous- 
ness, whilst  he  that  laid  him  there,  lay  wallowing  in  the  abundance 
of  outward  pleasures  and  delights,  though  he  lived  in  all  kind  of 
excess  in  sin  ;  the  consideration  whereof  caused  him  to  vent  such 
or  the  like  expressions,  Deus  /  quart  tibi  servio  f  &~c,  O  God,  why 
do  I  serve  Thee  ?  why  do  I  obey  Thy  voice  J  I  think  the  wicked 
please  Thee,  and  that  Thou  lovest  those  that  work  iniquity,  Job 
xxl  7,  Mai.  iii.  15.  Such  a  spirit  as  this  hath  from  time  to  time 
possessed  the  best  of  the  sons  of  men  ;  but  David  came  off  well, 
when  he  said,  O  Lord,  how  great  are  Thy  works,  and  Thy  thoughts 
are  very  deep,  Psalm  xcii.  5.    Deep  indeed  !  so  deeo,  tt\a.v  \\<a 
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human  plummet  can  fathom  such  a  bottom,  as  that  the  wicked 
should  flourish,  and  the  godly  suffer  tribulation  ;  yet  by  way  of 
direction,  let  us  not  suffer  ourselves  to  be  seduced  with  the  felicity 
of  the  wicked,  not  to  be  taken  with  the  flower  of  the  grass,  nor 
gaze  so  much  upon  them  who  are  happy  for  a  time,  and  (it 
be)  eternally  miserable,  Psalm  xxxvii.  i,  a, 

Ettarrat.  in  Psalm  xcii. 


,  nor 
may 


1823.  The  Greatness  of  Motherly  Affection 

to  an  Only  Son. 

Samuel  was  not  in  his  mother's  keeping,  but  in  the  custody  of 
the  high  priest,  much  better  sure  than  in  his  mother's  ;  yet  see 
how  motherly  affection  works ;  for,  though  he  wanted  neither 
meat  nor  clothes,  yet  lest  too  much  wind  should  blow  upon  him, 
she  makes  and  brings  him  every  year  a  little  coat,  and  she  goes 
up  every  year  to  Shiloh  to  offer  sacrifice,  1  Sam.  ii,  19  ;  yea,  and 
withal,  to  sacrifice  a  little  to  her  eyes,  that  is  to  see  Samuel  too ; 
for  if  the  son  be  but  a  little  missing,  as  out  of  sight,  Sisera's  mother 
looks  and  looks  out  at  a  window,  and  Why  tarry  the  wheels  of  his 
chariot,  and  why  is  his  chariot  so  long  a  coming)  Judges  v.  28 ; 
if  he  be  sick,  then  the  Shunammite  sets  him  upon  her  knee,  2  Kings 
iv.  20  ;  but  if  the  son  be  dead  and  gone,  then  a  voice  is  heard  in 
Ramah.  Rachel  weeping  for  her  children,  and  will  not  be  com- 
forted, Jer.  xxxi.  15.  So  dear  and  tender  is  an  only  son  in  the 
sight  of  his  mother.  Men  are  said  to  abound  in  reason,  but  women 
in  affection ;  such  as  flaming  out  like  fire  cannot  be  concealed, 
out  it  must  like  Solomon's  mother's,  What  my  son,  and  what  the 
son  of  my  womb,  and  what  O  son  of  my  desires,  Prov.  xxxi.  2  ;  as 
if  she  had  said,  O  thou  my  son,  whom  once  I  bare  in  my  womb, 
and  whom  I  ever  bear  in  my  heart,  bom  of  my  body  by  course  of 
nature,  but  still  unborn  by  strength  of  love  ;  the  father  saith,  Son, 
thou  art  ever  with  me,  Luke  xv.  3 1  ;  but  the  mother  saith,  Son, 
thou  art  ever  within  me  ;  such  and  so  great  is  the  power  of  mothe 
love  and  affection. 

S.  Price' '1  Scrm.  at  Whitehall,  16191 

1 824.  To  have  a  Perfect  Knowledge  of 

impossible. 

We  read  in  the  prophet  Isaiah  of  the  seraphims  standing  1 
the  throne  of  the  Lord,  and  that  each  of  them  had  six 
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that  with  twain  the  cherub  covered  the  face  of  God,  with  twain  His 
feet,  and  with  twain  he  did  fly ;  intimating  (as  one  well  noteth  on 
ihe  place)  that  with  twain  they  covered  His  face,  the  face  of  God, 
not  their  own  face ;  with  two  wings  they  covered  His  feet,  not 
their  own  feet ;  they  covered  His  face,  His  beginning  being  un- 
known ;  they  covered  His  feet,  His  end  being  incomprehensible  ; 
only  the  middle  are  to  be  seen,  the  things  which  are,  whereby 
there  may  be  some  glimmering  knowledge  made  out,  what  God  is. 
Thus  as  the  wise  man  hath  it,  That  which  is  afar  off,  and  exceed- 
ing deep,  who  can  find  it  out?  Eccles.  vii.  24.  Who  can  find  out 
what  God  is  ?  The  knowledge  of  Him,  A  priori,  is  so  far  off,  that 
he  whose  arm  is  able  to  break  even  a  bow  of  steel,  is  not  able  to 
reach  it ;  so  far  off,  that  he  who  is  able  to  make  his  nest  with  the 
eagle,  is  not  able  to  fly  unto  it ;  and  so  exceeding  deep,  that  he 
who  could  follow  the  leviathan,  could  not  fathom  it ;  that  he  who 
could  set  out  the  centre  of  the  earth,  is  not  able  to  find  it  out. 
And  who  then  is  able  to  reach  it  1  In  a  word,  so  far  off,  and  so 
deep  too,  that  the  depth  saith,  It  is  not  in  me  ;  and  the  sea  saith, 
It  is  not  with  me  :  deep  to  men  and  angels,  as  exceeding  the  capa- 
city of  both.  Insomuch,  that  St.  Augustine  saith,  making  out  the 
question,  what  God  is,  gives  this  answer,  Certe  hie  est  tie  quo  et 
guutn  dicitur  non  potest  dici,  cW.,  Surely,  such  an  One  is  He,  who 
when  He  is  spoken  of,  cannot  be  spoken  of ;  who,  when  He  is 
considered,  cannot  be  considered  of ;  who,  when  He  is  compared 
to  anything,  cannot  be  compared ;  and  when  He  is  defined, 
groweth  greater  by  defining  of  Him. 

Origines,  Rxposit.  in  Jsa.  vi.  J.  Dew  res  quadam  est  captu  et  venatn 
dtjficilis,  &*c.  Cltm.  Alex.  Strom,  Lib.  iL  Augustine  de  Fide,  contra 
Arianum,  cap.  vi. 

1 825.  Parents  to  be  Careful  in  the  Instruction 
of  their  Children. 

Though  Solomon  was  dear  and  tender  in  the  eyes  of  his  parents, 
yet  they  did  not  cocker  him  up,  but  taught  him  what  he  should 
do,  and  what  he  should  not  do.  God  knew  that  Abraham  would 
teach  his  children.  Alexander's  father  provides  Aristotle  to  be 
his  tutor  j  and  Theodosius  finds  out  Arsenius  to  be  his  son's 
schoolmaster.  Thus  it  is.  that  good  and  careful  parents  have 
from  time  to  time  been  careful  to  have  their  children  well  instructed, 
ever  whetting  the  law  upon  their  hearts,  and  seasoning  their  tender 
years  with  religious  principles.    O  !  but  there  \s  tfc  Vw^Xr*1 
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raany  parents,  a  doating  love,  which  teacheth  nothing ;  and  there 
is  a  government  in  parents,  which  looseneth  all  the  reins,  and 
suffereth  to  riot  and  excess  ;  and  there  is  a  pity  in  parents,  a 
foolish  pity,  which  pardoneth  all,  and  punisheth  nothing,  till  God 
come  with  the  sword  of  His  judgment,  as  He  did  to  the  sons  of 
Eli,  and  kill  where  the  parents  leave  uncorrected.  A  strange  love 
to  kill  their  children  with  too  much  kindness  !  But  good  careiul 
parents  truly  love  their  children  ;  and  to  prove  that  love,  they 
teach  them,  as  thinking  them  much  better  unborn  than  untaught 


Si'r/ti.  at  Courts  ft?  ignehwf,  1619.      Partntts  qui  recte  libervs  sues  fttstititun 
&*c.    Laert,  in  Vita  Aristottl. 


1826.  Fervency  in  Prayer,  the  Prevalency 
thereof. 

It  is  observed  of  St.  Augustine,  that  coming  as  a  visitant  to  the 
house  of  a  sick  man,  he  saw  the  room  full  of  friends  and  kindred, 
who  were  all  silent,  yet  all  weeping,  the  wife  sobbing,  the  children 
sighing,  the  kinsfolks  lamenting,  all  mourning  ;  the  good  father 
suddenly  uttered  this  short  ejaculatory  prayer,  Domine,  quas  prccts 
exaudis,  si  non  has  f  Lord,  what  prayers  dost  Thou  hear,  if  not 
these  1  And  certainly  it  is  the  fervent  effectual  prayer  that  availeth 
much,  James  v.  j6.  It  is  zeal  that  puts  the  heart  into  a  good 
temper,  and  apts  it  for  motion,  which  cannot  be  without  a  heat ; 
it  feathers  the  wings  of  prayer,  and  makes  it  fly  swift  into  Heaven. 
Well  may  prayer  be  the  weapon  with  which  we  fight  and  struggle 
with  God  ;  but  zeal  is  that  which  sets  an  edge  upon  devotion,  and 
makes  it  prevalent ;  hence  are  those  usual  phrases  of  crying,  wrest- 
ling, and  striving  with  God,  all  which  argue  an  holy  importunity, 
and  sacred  violence  unto  Heaven. 


De  Visitat.  Jnfirmomm,  Lib.  ii.       Nullum  Deo  tale  at  sacrificium  quam 
&*c.     Grts>.  Homit.  in  Eiei. 


1827.  How  Christ  is  said  to  be  the  End  of  the 
Ceremonial  Law. 

The  earth  bringeth  forth  fruit  of  itself,  but  first  the  blade,  then  the 
ear,  after  that  the  full  com  in  the  ear,  Mark  iv.  28.  So  did  the 
blade  or  herb  spring  out  of  the  law  of  nature  ;  the  ear  or  culm,  in 
the  law  written  ;  but  we  have  in  the  gospel  the  pure  grain  or  full 
corn,  which  is  Christ  Jesus.    Therefore,  as  the  stalk  or  ear  is  of 
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necessary  use  till  the  com  be  ripe,  but  the  corn  being  ripe,  we  no 
longer  use  the  chaff  with  it ;  so  till  Christ  was  exhibited  in  the 
flesh,  which  lay  hidden  in  the  blade  and  spike  of  the  law,  the  cere- 
monies had  their  use ;  but  since  that  by  His  death  and  passion 
this  pure  wheat  is  thrashed  and  winnowed,  and  by  His  ascension 
laid  up  in  the  garner  of  Heaven,  they  are  of  no  further  use,  Ephes. 
iL  15.  The  Jews  were  taught  by  those  shadows  that  the  body 
should  come,  and  we  know  by  the  same  shadows  that  the  body  is 
come  ;  the  arrow  moveth,  whilst  it  flies  at  the  mark,  but  having  hit 
the  mark,  resteth  in  it.  So  the  law  which  did  level  and  shoot  at 
Christ,  with  so  many  moveable  signs  and  sacraments,  doth  (as  one 
may  say)  cease  from  her  motion  of  practising  them  any  more, 
having  attained  to  her  full  end  in  Christ  Jesus,  Col.  ii.  14- 

y.  Gerkardtts  in  Locis  Com.  de  Lege. 

1828.  Carnal,  Unregenerate  Men,  unservice- 
able both  in  Church  and  State. 

It  is  the  fashion  of  some  vain-glorious,  braggadocio  courtiers,  that 
when  they  go  down  into  the  country,  they  do  nothing  but  talk  of 
what  friends  they  have  in  court,  what  power  they  have  with  the 
lord  protector,  the  council  of  state,  the  lords  commissioners,  &c, 
filling  their  mouths  with  the  names  of  greatness  and  eminency; 
whereas,  indeed,  they  have  neither  command,  nor  the  least  of 
power  to  do  any  good,  where  they  most  pretend  it.  Such  are  all 
carnal,  unregenerate  men,  let  their  pretences  be  never  so  specious, 
and  their  discourses  never  so  heavenly,  they  have  no  interest  with 
Cod,  no  encouragement  to  appear  before  Him,  no  knowledge  or 
acquaintance  in  the  court  of  Heaven,  and  therefore  no  confidence 
to  be  helpful  or  serviceable  to  the  place  or  commonwealth  wherein 
they  live; 

S.  Torshtll,  Strut,  of  Humiliation.       Pltrumqite  minima posaint,  pit  plurimn 
jactant.  Thryverus. 

1829.  The  Knowledge  of  God,  through  Faith 
in  Christ,  the  IVay  to  True  Happiness. 

Thf.re.  is  a  dangerous  harbour  in  our  seas,  (as  mariners  say,)  at 
whose  mouth  is  the  Goodwin,  out  of  which  the  pilot  cannot  make 
forth,  but  he  must  strike  upon  the  sands,  unless  he  so  steer  his 
ship  that  he  bring  two  steeples,  which  stand  at  a  distance,  so  e,\w 
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in  his  sight  that  they  may  seem  to  be  but  one.  And,  doubtless, 
we  cannot  come  to  true  happiness  without  the  knowledge  of  God 
through  faith  in  Christ.  We  shall  sink  into  endless  error,  unless 
we  believe  God  the  Father  and  God  the  Son  to  be  the  same  in  sub- 
stance, the  same  true  and  living  God,  who  is  our  only  Pilot  to  guide 
us  in  this  way,  and  teach  us  all  things  ;  if  all  things,  then  this 
truth,  the  ground  of  truth,  the  knowledge  of  the  Father  and 
Son,  Christ  Jesus  blessed  for  ever. 

Aurigarii  Speculum  Nautuum. 

1830.  God,  a  Jealous  God  of  His  Honour. 

When  the  Empress  of  Constantinople  had  let  slip  some  words  of 
contempt  against  the  valiant  Narses,  that  she  would  make  him 
spin  amongst  her  maidens,  it  so  enraged  the  injured  captain, 
that  he  protested  in  his  anger,  he  would  weave  such  a  web,  as  all 
their  power  should  never  be  able  to  undo ;  and  thereupon  in  a 
deep  revenge  brought  the  Lombards  into  Italy.  Thus,  if  the 
generous,  of  all  other  injuries,  can  least  bear  disgraces,  can  it 
possibly  be  imagined,  but  that  if  we  speak  contemptibly  of  God's 
power,  if  undervaluingly  of  His  wisdom,  if  complainingly  of  His 
provisions,  if  murmuringly  of  His  providence,  or  if  impatiently  of 
His  corrections,  but  that  we  do  all  things  that  we  can  to  disgrace 
Him,  and  that  He  will  be  highly  provoked  for  the  samel 

Cedreni  Annala.  Niceph.  Gre%or.  de  Intpp.  Rom.  Lib.  vi.  Quit 

lizsos  impune putaret  Esiedeasf    Lucati,  iii. 

1 83 1.  Christ  freely  Discovering  Himself 

all  that  truly  seek  Him. 

When  Ennius  sought  his  friend  at  his  house,  and  asked  his  ser- 
vant where  his  master  was,  the  master  said  to  his  servant :  Tell 
him  I  am  not  at  home  ;  which  speech  Ennius  overheard,  but  took 
the  answer  from  the  servant.  Next  day  the  same  man  comes  to 
Ennius'  house,  and  asked  his  servant  where  his  master  was. 
Ennius  spake  aloud,  Tell  him  I  am  not  at  home.  What,  says  he, 
will  you  deny  yourself  with  your  own  tongue  1  Why  not }  said 
Ennius.  I  believed  when  but  your  man  told  me  you  were  not 
at  home,  and  will  not  you  believe  me  which  say  so  myself?  Thus 
the  ministers  and  servants  of  Jesus  Christ  should  show  Christ  to 
all  that  diligently  seek  Him  ;  but  if  there  be  any  such  as  that 
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vant,  which  denied  his  master's  presence,  when  he  knew  where  he 
was,  (as  some,  which  for  belief  in  God  bring  men  to  Romanam 
ecclesiam  Catholicam,  the  Roman  Catholic  church  ;  for  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  to  Papa  rton  potest  errare,  The  pope  cannot  err,)  yet 
Christ  is  like  Ennius,  He  cannot  deny  Himself,  He  showed  Him- 
self to  those  wicked  traitorous  Jews  that  sought  His  life,  John 
xviii.  8,  and  surely  He  will  make  a  gracious  discovery  of  Himself 
to  those  that  truly  seek  Him. 

Lit.  Gyrald.  Syntagm.       S.  Torshell  of  Humiliation. 

1832.  Sin  to  be  Looked  on,  as  it  is,  Fierce  and 

Cruel. 

It  is  usual  with  us  to  conceive  of  a  lion  or  a  bear,  or  a  dragon,  as 
(indeed  they  are)  fearful  and  terrible  beasts  ;  but  if  we  should  see 
them  painted  on  a  wall  they  would  not  in  the  least  dismay  us, 
though  the  painter  should  use  and  bestow  the  best  of  his  art  and 
the  utmost  of  his  skill  in  the  laying  of  his  colours  to  make  them 
look  most  fierce.  And  why  1  because  we  know  they  are  but 
painted.  And  thus  it  is  that  the  most  of  men  look  upon  sin  as  a 
dead  thing,  only  painted  out  by  the  oratory  of  witty  preachers, 
and  therefore  they  are  nothing  at  all  troubled.  But  if  they  should 
chance  to  meet  a  living  bear  or  lion  in  some  open  place,  gaping 
and  ready  to  devour,  it  would  amaze  them.  Just  such  is  sin,  of  a 
murdering,  destroying  nature.  Let  every  man  labour  to  see  the 
life  of  it,  the  danger  of  it,  the  fierce  gaping  mouth  of  it,  and  then 
it  will  make  them  to  run  for  safety  by  repentance. 

S.  TorshcW s  Serm  before  the  Kings  children,  at  St.  James's,  1647.  Afulti 
evidenter  peccant,  quia  turpititdintm  peccati ferspectam  mn  habent.  Thiy 
verus  in  Apophthegm. 


J833-  The  Book  of  Scripture  to  be  Preferred 
above  all  other  Books. 

Francis  the  First,  King  of  France,  questioned  Budeus  (a  good 
scholar  of  his  time)  that  if  all  the  volumes  in  the  world  were 
doomed  to  the  fire,  what  one  he  would  have  ;  his  answer  was,  Plu- 
tarch's works,  because  they  had  the  impression  of  all  sciences ; 
and  Thomas  Aquinas  chose  rather  to  have  St  Chrysostom  on 
St.  Matthew's  Gospel  than  the  huge  city  of  Paris.  Here  now 
was  a  couple  of  scholars'  choice.    But  if  the  like  c^ict^ 
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to  a  sincere  downright  Christian,  his  reply  would  be,  Epistolam 
Creatoris  ad  creaturas,  The  epistle  of  the  Creator  to  the  creature, 
i.e.,  the  book  of  holy  writ ;  not  Lipsius  de  Constantia,  not  Seneca  de 
Tranquillitate  Animi,  nor  Boethius  de  Consolationt  Atiimi,  would  he 
make  choice  of,  but  the  Holy  Scriptures,  knowing  very  well  tha 
them  he  shall  find  the  way  to  everlasting  life. 

Janus  Catinyers'  Serm  ,  at  St  Paufs.  1635.      Sint  Scripture  Druina  semper  in 

maniius,  &v.    Ckrysost.  in  Psal.  xcv. 


'er  in 

ed. 


1834.  Sin  and  the  Sinner  very  hardly  party 

Observable  is  the  story  of  Phaltiel  :  David  had  married  Michal, 
Saul  injuriously  gave  her  to  another.  When  David  came  to  the 
crown,  and  was  able  to  speak  a  word  of  command,  he  sends  for  his 
wife  Michal,  2  Sam.  iii.  15  ;  her  husband  dares  not  but  obey,  brings 
her  on  her  journey,  and  then  not  without  great  reluctancy  of  spirit, 
takes  his  leave  of  her.  But  what !  Was  Phaltiel  weary  of  his 
wife  that  he  now  forsakes  her  1  No,  he  was  enforced,  and  though 
she  were  gone,  he  cast  many  a  sad  thought  after  her,  and  never 
leaves  looking  till  he  sees  her  as  far  as  Bahurim,  weeping  and  be- 
moaning her  absence.  Thus  carnal  and  unregenerate  men,  though 
for  fear  or  some  other  reasons,  they  shake  hands  with  their  sins, 
yet  they  have  many  a  longing  heart  after  them,  they  part  and  yet 
they  are  loathe  to  part  asunder.  Hence  it  is,  that  as  the  merchant 
throws  away  his  goods  in  a  storm,  because  he  cannot  keep  them  ; 
so  they,  in  the  times  of  sickness  and  distress,  when  the  sea  grows 
high  and  the  tempest  rageth,  when  they  begin  to  apprehend  what 
death  is,  and  what  hell  is,  and  know  unless  the  vessel  be  lightened 
they  cannot  be  safe,  then  they  are  hard  at  work,  heave  overboard 
their  usury,  their  drunkenness,  their  swearing,  and  such  like  stuff, 
not  out  of  hatred  to  them,  but  love  to  themselves ;  for  if  they 
could  but  continue  in  their  sins  and  be  saved  when  they  have  f 
they  would  never  part  with  them  at  all. 


M.  Stiles'  Serni,  at  St  Paul's.  Lond.,  1627. 

cusare  quant  excutere. 


Vitia  qua;  amamus  maim 
Sen.  Epist.  117. 


ve  done, 

tlumus  ex- 


1835.  How  it  is,  and  why  God  loves  us, 


The  Ethnics  feign  that  their  gods  and  goddesses,  for  some  1 
good,  loved  certain  trees ;  Jupiter,  the  oak  for  durance  ;  Neptu 
the  cedar  for  stature ;  Apollo,  the  laurel  for  greenness ;  Ve 
the  poplar  for  whiteness  ;  Pallas,  the  vine  for  fruitfulness. 


ttune, 


srvT;.ra.  SEJnrsrcas.  ic 


unsc  snnniL  mint  ait  Gnt  of  all  irads  to  ir-vt  135  poar  wiidirus  ir. 
this  iD3!'s  patadist  here  reow  Trees  indeed,  hot  such  as  Si. 
Juris  menti3EE.  verse  iz.  cnrrurrt.  rrriess.  twice  dead  and  plucked 
ap  br  th±  rants.  :c  Lsmar:.  resol'ves  it  in  three  wardf^  .4maC 
fiac  cmaz.  He  ir«ves  us  iier-aus?  He  us  :  the  ron:  af  iove  tp 
is  Iietr  it  ??Tma»r'  tad  by  His  cammniii.-RTTve  goodness  tae 
frur  a  3ur&. 


1E30 .     -Vari  Persu-jsfsns.  tneJtmiiJity  of 
.  ;^.fw  «r  /'/if  Foin-t  cf  True  Bain'itig. 

A  I^'.'ic.i.y  vr::  t:  Ttdly.  t:  itia—  hi—  ir.  srofthitic  c-oncsrr.  irj: 
like  mimartadrv  of  the  io;d  :  TuHy  vnt  ~:ia:k  acazr.  nr-.to  hita. 
JE'wzr  lii-^cn.  £■  c7kp.:i^  «r  rune  Mmdens.  Read, 

sard:  tit.  :r.n  r'oat:-  -j-.or  the  sarje  su:  je:n.  atid  yea  will  desire  t>o 
mart  T^t  J.icsat  retzrtjei  r__—  atisver.  ^rmsri.  ^rvnc  BJru.- 
amrrc  irt_  I  hare  read  it  trrer.  sutb  he.  arata  and  aca:r..  bu:  1 
ksrw  ti:>t  -wheti:*  rt  is.  wbet  I  read  ::  I  asser.t  cr.to it  :  re:  I  have 
no  sotoer  lajf  tit  book  o-t  cc  — t  hatid  "ret  I  bepr.  ro  do-i* 
acstt  whether  the  sod!  re  trjttaorral.  yet  or  33.    So  i:  is  with  a'.i 

wttai  persuade  of.  the  perssasior  t:.at  ariseth  fro—  then:  is 
it.~ t  at'i  Tt-,  weak.  It  is  true  that  Nature  hath  tirirjcitiies  to 
psrs-aie  the  5.: -d!  v.  tt  =o=;e  titid  of  assent,  as  that  there  is  a 
God.  at  i  He  — ur:  be  w  :cih:ppei.  Look  jpoa  tr-e.  saith  Nature, 
1  tsar*  r:t  a  szire  of  pass  tells  thee  there  is  a  God.  See  the 
TCrierr.  greatness,  tieatrr  :>:*  try  work :  read  a  great  God  is  a  frcst 
whale  or  elephant :  a  bea-tetiits  G:>i  ir.  a  gloric-us  5ower :  a  wise 
God  in  jut  choice  of  -srerks.  Sthtli  a  God  i=  the  order  thec  hasi 
seen  m  me  :  see  Him  ir.  ray  lav.  TrritteE  ir;  thy  heart.  Ko:a.  i:.  15. 
Famn  these  and  such  like  thir_rs  Xar^re  tieq-jeaths  a  kitsd  os"  faith 
to  the  soul  and  teaches  it.  .-'■cSr-i  believe  that  there  is 

\sGoA;  but  this  is  far  iron  c-sStrc  ir.  Dew*,  faith  m  the  poir.:  of 

nt       Pr3.sns1en.rv!  -r"/-r  rt^hiB  iurie  Daim. 


;fs  Humanity  asserted. 

t,  however  the  popular  son  deified  him. 
rith  an  aixoir.  said.  Ye  sn°-]e  me  Jupiter's 
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son,  as  if  immortal,  set/  hoc  vulnus  clamat  me  esse  hominem,  this 
blood  that  issues  from  the  wound,  proves  me  in  the  issue  a  man  ; 
this  is  atfia  to«  avOjiwimv,  the  blood  of  man,  not  of  God ;  and, 
smelling  the  stench  of  his  own  flesh,  asked  his  flatterers  if  the  gods 
yield  such  a  scent  So  it  may  be  said  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour, 
though  myriads  of  angels  and  saints  acclaim  He  is  a  God,  ergo, 
immortal ;  and  the  crew  of  heretics  disclaim  Him  to  be  a  man,  as 
the  Manichees  denying  the  truth  of  His  humanity  ;  the  Maxcion- 
ites  averring  that  He  had  a  fantastical  body ;  Apelles,  who  con- 
ceived that  He  had  a  sidereal  substance  :  yet  the  streams  of  blood 
following  the  arrow  of  death  that  struck  him,  make  it  good,  that 
he  was  perfect  man,  of  a  reasonable  soul  and  human  flesh  sub- 
sisting. 

Plutarch  in  Vila.         Gabriel  Prateoti  Elenekus  Uaret.        In  Symbols 
Athanasn. 


1838.  Sinners  Crucifying  the  Lord  of  Li 


There  is  a  story  of  one  Clodoveyus,  a  King  of  France,  that  whi 


he  was  converted  from  Paganism  to  Christianity,  while  Rhemigius 
the  bishop  was  reading  in  the  Gospel  concerning  the  Passion  of 
our  Saviour,  and  the  abuses  he  suffered  from  Judas  and  the  rest 
of  the  Jews,  he  brake  out  into  these  words,  O  that  I  had  been  but 
there  with  my  Frenchmen,  I  would  have  cut  all  their  throats ;  in 
the  meantime  not  considering  that,  by  his  daily  sins,  he  did  as 
much  as  they  had  done.  And  thus  it  is,  that  most  of  men,  all 
sinful  men,  condemn  the  crucifiers  of  Christ  for  their  cruelty,  but 
never  look  into  themselves,  who  by  their  daily  sins  make  Him  to 
bleed  again  afresh  ;  the  proud  man  plants  a  crown  of  thorns  upon 
His  sacred  head  ;  the  swearer  nails  His  hands  and  feet ;  the  scorner 
spits  upon  Him,  and  the  drunkard  gives  Him  gall  and  vinegar  to 
drink.  Our  hypocrisy  was  the  kiss  that  betrayed  Him;  the  sins 
of  our  bodies  were  and  are  the  tormentors  of  His  body ;  and  the 
sins  of  our  souls  were  they  that  made  His  soul  heavy  to  death, 
that  caused  the  withdrawings  of  His  Father's  love  from  Him,  and 
made  Him  in  the  heaviness  of  His  panged  soul  to  cry  out, 
God,  my  God,  why  hast  Thou  forsaken  me  %  Matth.  xxvii.  46. 


fflc/i.  Caussin  en  la  Court  Saincte.     Hincmarus  in  Vila  Rhemigii.  Agnosce 
Aema  suam  gravis  sunt  vulnera,  Grc.    Bern,  in  Nat.  Dm.,  Serm,  in. 
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1839.  To  Bless  God  for  the  Revelation  of 
Himself  in  the  Scriptures. 

It  is  recorded  of  Ptolemy,  King  of  Egypt,  that  however  he  had 
then  gleaned  up  two  hundred  thousand  volumes,  he  sent  Demetrius 
the  keeper  of  his  library  to  the  Jews,  to  have  a  copy  of  their  law, 
the  book  was  sent,  and  seventy  learned  men  along  with  it,  that 
they  might  translate  the  same  into  Greek  ;  Ptolemy  sets  them  to 
work,  puts  them  into  several  cells  or  chambers,  that  they  might 
not  converse  together.  After  some  time  and  large  expense,  every 
one  returned  his  papers,  not  varying  in  the  least  from  the  truth  of 
the  original.  Such  was  the  love  that  Ptolemy  had  to  the  law  of 
God  at  that  time,  that  he  spared  no  cost  or  pains  till  he  had  it, 
being  called  the  Septuagint  at  this  day.  But  how  are  we  then 
bound  to  bless  God,  that  we  need  not  send  so  far  or  spend  much 
to  have  the  book  of  the  law  and  the  Gospel  too,  the  whole  Scrip- 
tures, not  only  in  our  houses,  but  in  God's  house,  where  they  are 
read  and  orthodoxally  expounded,  that  it  is  but  opening  the  case- 
ment and  light  flows  in  upon  us,  so  that  if  the  height  of  our  thank- 
fulness to  God,  and  the  best  of  our  desires,  be  not  thereto  to  know 
and  to  do,  we  are  not  worthy  the  name  of  Christians. 

JfyutUi  Hist.,  Lib.  v.  cap.  8.        Ircntrus.       James  Connyerf  Serm.,  at  St 
Paul's,  1633. 

1840.  Ranters,  Roaring  Boys,  &c,  their  Con- 
version, not  Confusion,  to  be  Endeavoured. 

Theodoret  maketh  mention  of  the  ancient  Donatists,  that  they 
were  so  ambitious  of  martyrdom,  (as  they  accounted  it,)  that  many 
of  them  meeting  with  a  young  gentleman,  requested  of  him  that 
he  would  be  pleased  to  kill  them  ;  he,  to  confute  their  folly,  con- 
descended to  their  desire,  on  condition  that  first  they  would  be 
contented  to  be  all  fast  bound,  which  being  done  accordingly,  he 
took  such  order  that  they  were  all  soundly  whipped,  but  saved 
their  lives.  Thus  when  we  hear  (such  as  they  call)  ranters,  roar- 
ing, dammy-boys,  &c,  wish  that  God  would  damn,  sink,  or  con- 
found them,  hope  that  God  will  be  more  merciful  than  to  take 
them  at  their  words,  and  grant  their  desires,  and  withal  heartily 
desire  that  He  would  be  pleased  sharply  to  scourge  them,  and 
soundly  to  lash  them  with  the  (rights  and  terrors  of  a  wounded 
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conscience,  the  pain  whereof  would  be  so  grievous  unto  them,  th 
they  would,  without  all  doubt,  revoke  their  wishes,  as  having  lit: 
list,  and  less  delight  to  taste  of  hell  hereafter. 

Jfarel.  Fab.  Comp.  Lib.  iv.       T.  Fuller's  Wound: J  Conscience. 


1841. 


Christ  the  True  Light. 


5 


The  Rabbins  have  a  conceit  concerning  Noah,  that  whilst  the 
window  of  the  ark  was  shut,  he  made  use  of  some  resplendent 
stone,  by  whose  rays  the  objects  of  the  sights  presented  them- 
selves to  the  organ  of  the  eye,  being,  as  it  were,  the  light  of  some 
lamp  or  candle  unto  them.  However  the  conjecture  may  be 
curious,  yet  true  it  is,  that  Christ  is  that  stone,  which  albeit  the 
builders  refused,  is  now  become  the  head  of  the  corner,  a  bright 
shining  stone,  at  whose  presence  the  moon  is  darkened,  and  the 
stars  withdraw  their  light ;  He  is  that  lux  illuminans,  at  whose 
approach  the  light  of  the  moon  becomes  as  the  light  of  the  Sun  ; 
tux  mnaiOt  that  true  light,  that  light  of  life ;  not  iux  modii,  b 
tux  mumti,  that  light  of  the  world,  in  whom  there  is  not  so  m 
as  the  least  shadow  of  darkness. 

Jok.  rianttivil.  Florileg.  A'abbinicum.        fVigmore's  Serm.  at  a  Visitat.,  1633. 

1 842.  Small  Buddings  of  Grace  in  the  Soul 
an  A  rgument  of  Greater  Growth. 

When  we  behold  primroses  and  violets  fairly  to  flourish,  we  con- 
clude, the  dead  of  the  winter  is  past,  though  as  yet  no  roses  or 
J  uly  flowers  do  appear,  which  long  after  lie  hid  in  their  leaves,  or 
lurk  in  their  roots  ;  but  in  due  time  will  discover  themselves. 
Thus,  if  some  small  buddings  of  grace  do  but  appear  in  the  soul, 
it  is  an  argument  of  far  greater  growth,  if  some  signs  be  but  above 
ground  in  sight,  others  are  under  ground  in  the  heart ;  and  though 
the  former  started  first,  the  other  will  follow  in  order  :  it  being 
plain,  that  such  a  man  is  passed  from  death  unto  life,  by  this  hope- 
ful and  happy  spring  of  some  signs  in  the  heart. 

T  Fuller's  Cure  of  a  Wounded  Conscience. 


1843,  Magistrates,  Rulers,  &c,  the  Grea 
Comfort  of  Good  Ones. 

Twe  people  of  Rome  were  very  jocund  when  they  had  made 
Galba.  their  emperor  ;  but  he  had  not  been  long  in,  till  they  began 
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to  change  their  note :  for  they  found  by  woeful  experience  that 
they  had  met  with  a  careless  and  cruel  governor.  A  sad  thing, 
when  it  is  either  with  magistrates  or  ministers,  as  Pope  Urban  writ 
to  a  prelate  in  his  time  very  scoffingly  :  Monacho  fervido,  abbaii 
calido,  episcopo  vero  tepido  et  architpiscopo  frigido,  still  the  higher 
in  means,  the  worse  in  manners.  But  there  is  then  good  hope, 
when  men  in  power  and  authority  can  say,  Non  nobis  sed populo, 
that  they  aim  at  the  public  good  :  and  happy  is  that  people,  that 
place,  that  commonwealth,  whose  rulers  think  no  time  too  long, 
no  pains  too  great,  nor  no  patience  too  much  whereby  they  may 
glorify  God,  and  seek  the  public  good  in  the  appointed  places  of 
their  dignity. 

Corn.  Ntfos  in  Vita  Gait*.      Suetonius.       jt.  Cray,  a  Serm.  at  Assises,  New- 
castle, 1636. 

1844.  Godly  Company,  the  Benefit  thereof. 

It  is  obsei-vable  of  many  houses  in  the  city  of  London,  that  they 
have  so  weak  walls,  and  are  of  so  slender  and  slight  building,  that 
were  they  set  alone  in  the  fields,  probably  they  would  not  stand 
o/ie  hour ;  which  now  ranged  into  streets,  receive  support  in  them- 
selves, and  mutually  return  it  to  others.  Such  is  the  danger  of 
solitariness,  and  the  great  benefit  of  association  with  good  and 
godly  company  ;  such  as  want  skill  or  boldness  to  begin  or  set  a 
psalm,  may  competently  follow  tune  in  consort  with  others  ;  and 
such  are  the  blessed  fruits  of  good  society,  that  a  man  may  not 
only  be  reserved  from  much  mischief,  but  also  be  strengthened 
and  confirmed  in  many  godly  exercises,  which  he  could  not  per- 
forin of  himself  alone. 

T.  Fuller's  Cure  of  a  Woumled  Conscience.       Omnium  societatum  nulla  prce- 
stantior  est,  nulla  firmior,  &>c.    Sen.  Epist.  xi. 

1845.  The  Excellency  of  Sunday,  or  Lord's 
Day,  above  other  Days. 

What  the  fire  is  amongst  the  elements,  the  eagle  among  the  fowls, 
the  whale  among  the  fishes,  the  lion  amongst  the  beasts,  gold 
among  the  other  metals,  and  wheat  amongst  other  grain  ;  the 
same  is  the  Lord's  day  above  other  days  of  the  week,  differing  as 
much  from  the  rest  as  doth  that  wax  to  which  a  king's  great  seaJ 
is  put,  from  ordinary  wax  ;  or  that  silver  upon  which  the  king's 
arms  and  image  are  stamped,  from  silver  umefaieA,  ox 
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It  is  a  day,  the  most  holy  festival  in  relation  to  the  initiation 
the  world,  and  man's  regeneration,  the  queen  and  princess  of  days, 
a  royal  day,  a  day  that  shines  amongst  other  days,  as  doth  the 
dominical  letter  clad  in  scarlet  among  the  other  letters  in  the 
calendar  ;  or  as  the  sun  imparts  light  to  all  the  other  stars,  so  doth 
this  day,  bearing  the  name  of  Sunday,  afford  both  light  and  life 
al!  other  days  of  the  week. 

D.  HackwilVs  Serm.  at  Oxen  ,  1641.       Athanas.  in  Ep.  ad  Orthod. 

Ep.  ad  Magttcsiat. 


feto 


1846.  Men  to  be  as  well  Industrious  in  their 
Callings  as  Zealous  in  their  Devotions. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  bishopric  of  Durham  pleaded  a  privilege 
that  King  Edward  I.  had  no  power,  although  on  necessary  occa- 
sion, to  press  them  to  go  out  of  their  country,  because,  forsooth, 
they  termed  themselves  haly-work-folk,  only  to  be  used  in  defend- 
ing the  holy  shrine  of  St  Cuthbert.  Thus  it  is  that  many  in  the 
world  are  much  mistaken,  thinking  that  if  they  be  but  once  entered 
into  the  trade  of  godliness,  they  may  cancel  all  indentures  of  ser- 
vice, and  have  a  full  dispensation  to  be  idle  in  their  callings ; 
whereas  the  best  way  to  make  the  service  of  God  comfortable 
within  their  own  souls,  is  to  take  pains  without,  in  their  lawful 
vocations,  there  being  ever  some  secret  good  accruing  to  su 
who  are  diligent  therein. 


Guil.  Camdetti  Britan.  in  Durham.      In  qua  quisque  educates  est  artt,  in 

se  exerctat. 


1847.  Variety  of  Gifts  in  the  Ordinance  Oj 


m  h 

1  hac 


Preaching. 


itu- 


It  is  a  received  aphorism  amongst  physicians,  that  the  consti 
tions  of  all  men's  bodies  are  of  a  mixed  nature,  hot,  dry,  cold,  and 
moist ;  and  yet  the  wisdom  of  God  hath  so  diversely  tempered 
these,  that  scarce  in  the  world  are  two  men  to  be  found,  in  every 
point,  of  like  temper  ;  the  face  of  a  man  is  not  above  a  span  over, 
yet  let  ten  thousand  men  be  together,  and  their  countenances 
shall  all  differ.  So  in  the  church,  as  to  the  variety  of  gifts  in  the 
matter  of  preaching,  let  divers  men  take  one  and  the  same  text, 
yet  scarce  two  of  a  hundred  (though  all  soundly  and  to  the  point) 
are  to  be  found,  that  have  in  all  things  the  like  gift,  either  for 
matter  or  utterance  ;  some  having  five  VaAetrts,  some  but  two, 
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some  but  one,  Matth.  xxv.  15  ;  some  have  a  more  excellent  gift 
of  conference,  some  of  prayer,  some  of  exhortation,  some  in  open- 
ing of  a  text,  some  in  application,  &c,  every  one  (though  not  all 
alike)  some  one  way  or  other  profitable  unto  God's  people,  to  help 
onward  the  building  up  of  the  body  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  in  the  edi- 
fication of  those  that  are  committed  to  their  charge. 

Tillinghast 'i  Serm,  1642.       Quot  capitum  vrvant  totidem  ttudiorum  millia. 
Herat.  Serm.  Lib,  ii. 

1848.  To  be  more  Strict  in  the  Holy  Observa- 
tion of  the  Sabbath  than  heretofore,  and 
why  so. 

Some  Popish  people  make  a  superstitious  almanack  of  the  Sunday 
by  the  fairness  or  foulness  thereof,  guessing  of  the  weather  all  the 
week  after,  according  to  that  old  monkish  rhyme  : — 

If  it  rains  on  Sunday  before  mess, 
It  will  rain  all  week  more  or  less. 

However,  it  may  be  boldly  affirmed,  that  from  our  well  or  ill 
spending  of  the  Lord's  day,  a  probable  conjecture  may  be  made, 
how  the  following  week  will  be  employed  ;  yea,  it  is  to  be  con- 
ceived that  we  are  bound  (as  matters  now  stand  in  England)  to  a 
stricter  observation  of  the  Lord's  day,  than  ever  before.  That  a 
time  was  due  to  God's  service,  no  Christian  in  this  nation  ever  did 
deny  ;  that  the  same  was  weekly  dispersed  into  the  Lord's  day, 
holy  days,  Wednesdays,  Fridays,  and  Saturdays,  some  have 
earnestly  maintained  ;  seeing,  therefore,  all  the  last  are  generally 
neglected,  the  former  must  be  more  strictly  observed,  it  being 
otherwise  impious,  that  our  devotion  having  a  narrower  channel, 
should  also  carry  a  narrower  stream  along  with  it 

77  Fuller 't  Cure  of  a  Wounded  Conscience. 

1 849.  God's  Gracious  Return  of  His  Peoples 
Prayers  in  the  Time  of  their  Distress. 

It  is  said  of  Martin  Luther,  that  perceiving  the  cause  of  the  Gospel 
to  be  brought  into  a  great  strait,  he  flies  unto  God,  lays  hold  on 
Him  by  faith,  and  offers  violence  to  Him  by  prayer,  never  leaving 
to  wrestle  with  Him,  rill  he  received  comtoiX  from  ^Xw& 
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length  rising  up  cheerfully  from  his  devotion,  comes  out  of 
closet  triumphantly  to  his  fellow-labourers,  saying,  Vicimus,  Vil- 
nius, We  have  overcome,  we  have  overcome  ;  at  which  time  it  is 
observed  that  there  came  out  a  proclamation  from  Charles  V., 
that  none  should  be  further  molested  for  the  profession  of  the 
Gospel.  Thus  there  is  not  any  age  but  aflbrdeth  examples  of 
God's  gracious  assistance  in  the  conscionable  use  of  prayer,  when 
great  things  are  to  be  effected :  when  crying  sins  have  awakened 
His  justice,  and  broken  the  vial  of  His  anger  upon  the  heads  of  a 
people  or  nation,  so  that  drops  of  blood  hang  hovering  in  the  air 
like  clouds  of  vengeance  ready  to  break  down  upon  them  ;  when 
the  dark  and  misty  fogs  of  wickedness  have  been  gathered  from 
sundry  places,  threatening  some  great  tempest  of  thunder  and 
lightning,  a  black  and  fatal  day  near  at  hand,  then  hath  the  wind 
of  His  people's  devotion,  together  with  the  swift  gale  of  sighs  and 
tears,  by  God's  special  assistance  so  cleared  the  air,  that  they  have 
not  fallen  upon  them. 

J  oh.  Sleidani  Comment.       T.  WtstfielcT s  Serm.  at  St.  Paul's,  1619. 
Dominum  mundi  fieclere  voia  valent.    Martial,  Epigr.,  Lib.  viii. 


1850.  Patiently  to  Wait  o?t  God's  Good  tVi 
and  Pleasure. 


W 


Prodigious  was  the  patience  of  Elijah's  servant  in  obedience 
his  master's  command,  1  Kings  xviii.  43.  He  went  several  times 
to  the  sea,  {it  were  too  tedious  to  tell,  what  was  not  troublesome 
for  him  to  do,  to  be  seven  several  times  sent  down  steep  Carmel 
with  danger,  and  up  it  again  with  difficulty,)  and  all  to  bring  news 
of  nothing,  till  his  last  journey,  which  made  recompence  for  all 
the  rest,  with  the  tidings  of  a  cloud  arising.  Thus  we  must  not 
be  disheartened,  as  though  comfort  would  not  come  at  all,  because 
it  comes  not  all  at  once,  but  patiently  attend  God's  pleasure.  The 
mercies  of  God  are  not  styled  the  swift,  but  the  sure  mercies  of 
David,  Isa.  lv.  3.  And  the  same  prophet  saith,  The  glory  of  the 
Lord  shall  be  thy  rereward.  This  we  know  comes  up  last  to  secure 
and  make  good  all  the  rest ;  for  where  grace  leads  the  front,  glory 
at  last  will  be  in  the  rear,  and  the  thirsty  soul,  long  parched  with 
drouth  for  want  of  comfort,  though  late,  yet  at  last  sliall  be  plen- 
tifully refreshed  with  the  dew  of  consolation. 

T.  FuiJer's  Cure  of  a  Wounded  Conscience.       JVute  so! it  pulsa  eandidi 
dies.    Ovui,  IVisL 
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1 85 1.  Magistrates  to  Stand  up  in  the  Cause 

of  God  against  all  Opposition. 

When  Theodosius  the  Great  set  forth  a  law  among  the  Egyptians 
against  their  sacrificing  to  the  river  Nilus.  it  so  fell  out  that  the 
river  that  year  did  not  rise  to  the  usual  height  in  overflowing  the 
land.  The  poor  heathens,  knowing  no  better,  ascribed  it  to  their 
not  sacrificing,  and  blamed  the  imperial  act.  The  governor,  fear- 
ing an  insurrection,  timely  informs  the  emperor,  but  withal  hint- 
ing, that  it  had  been  well  if  he  could  but  have  connived  at  that 
time  ;  but  the  emperor  answered  resolutely  like  himself,  That 
it  was  better  to  remain  faithful  to  the  Lord,  than  to  prefer  the  over- 
flowing of  Nilus  and  the  expectation  thereof  to  piety  and  religion ; 
yea,  he  would  rather  that  it  should  never  flow  again.  Here  was 
a  law  seasonably  declared,  and  a  heroical  resolution  thereupon, 
not  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever  to  repeal  that  law  which  was 
conformable  to  God's  word.  With  the  like  courage  ought  all 
magistrates  to  maintain  and  stand  up  for  warrantable  laws,  to  bear 
up  for  God's  honour  in  defence  of  that  which  is  good  in  God's 
sight,  and  by  no  means  be  induced  to  sin  against  God,  either  uuder 
hope  of  gain,  or  fear  of  approaching  danger,  to  let  those  good, 
ancient  and  fundamental  laws  to  sink,  whereby  religion  and  the 
commonwealth  have  been  upheld. 

Joh.  Yang,  a  Fast  Sermon  at  IVtitmhutrr,  1644.       Sudandum.  at  iis  qui 
magistratum  gtnint,  drv.    Cic.  pro  Satio. 

1852.  Men  to  Pray  for  Others  as  well  as 
Themselves. 

When  David  had  prayed,  O  my  God,  I  trust  in  Thee,  let  me  not 
be  ashamed,  Psal.  xxv.  2  ;  in  the  next  verse,  (as  if  conscious  to 
himself  that  his  prayers  were  too  restrictive,  natrow,  and  niggardly.) 
he  enlargeth  the  bounds  thereof,  and  builds  them  on  a  broader 
bottom,  Yet  let  none  that  wait  on  Thee  be  ashamed.  Thus  it  is 
that  charity  in  the  midst  of  our  religious  devotions  must  have 
Rehoboth,  room  enough  to  expatiate  in,  our  petitions  must  not  be 
pent  or  confined  to  our  own  private  good,  but  extended  to  the  bene- 
fit of  all  God's  servants,  in  what  condition  soever. 

7.  FHlltr1!  Cureefa  WoumUd  ConidtM*. 
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1853.  Not  to  Converse  with  Heretics, 
Seducers,  &c. 

Marcion,  the  heretic:,  meeting  with  Polycarp,  Bishop  of  Sm 
desired  of  him  that  he  might  know  him.  The  good  man  made 
swer,  As  for  thee,  I  know  thee  to  be  the  first-bom  of  the  devil.  The 
like  we  may  read  of  St.  John,  who  coming  to  a  bath  found  Cerinthus 
there,  but  presently  went  out  again,  saying  that  it  was  impossible 
such  a  place  should  stand  where  such  a  heretic  remained. 
Thus  the  saints  of  old,  according  to  that  of  the  Second  Epistle  of 
St.  John,  verse  10,  received  no  such  into  their  houses,  or  bade 
them  God  speed.  And  so  should  we  not  favour  such  as  are  de- 
ceivers and  false  teachers  ;  not  out  of  love  to  the  error,  or  an  affec- 
tation of  novelty,  countenance  or  converse  with  them,  but  in  tes- 
timony of  our  zeal  for  God,  and  constancy  in  the  truth,  reject 
them,  avoid  them  that  they  be  not  encouraged  in  their  sin,  nor  we 
partakers  thereof,  as  abettors  of  their  evil  deeds. 

Eusebii  Hist.,  Lib.  iv,  cap.  14.        Irtn.,  Lib.  iii,  cap.  3.       W.  Strong, 
Fast  Sermon,  1646. 


1 854.  Prayer  for  others  in  the  same  Condition 
with  ourselves,  Prevalent  with  God. 

Beggars,  when  they  crave  an  alms,  constantly  use  one  main 
motive,  that  the  person  of  whom  they  beg  may  be  preserved  from 
that  misery  whereof  they  themselves  have  had  woeful  experience. 
If  they  be  blind,  they  cry,  Master,  God  bless  your  eye-sight ;  if 
lame,  God  bless  your  limbs ;  if  undone  by  casual  burning,  God 
bless  you  and  yours  from  fire.  Tu  quoque  fac  simi/e,  let  every  good 
Christian  do  the  like,  and  reach  good;  for  Christ,  though  His 
person  be  now  glorified  in  Heaven,  yet  He  is  still  subject,  by 
sympathy  of  His  saints  on  earth,  to  hunger,  nakedness,  imprison- 
ment, banishment,  and  a  wounded  conscience,  and  so  may  stand 
in  need  of  feeding,  clothing,  visiting,  comforting  and  curing.  So 
that  when  we  pray  to  Christ  for  any  favour,  it  is  a  good  plea  to 
urge,  edge,  and  enforce  our  requests  withal,  Lord  grant  us  such  or 
such  a  grace,  and  never  mayst  Thou,  Lord,  in  Thy  mystical 
members,  be  perplexed,  vexed,  or  tormented  with  such  or  such  an 
extremity,  further  than  make  out  for  Thy  glory  and  their  everlast- 
ing  good. 

T.  fuller's  Cure  of  a  Wiiutuferf  Conscience 
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1855.  Ministers  to  be,  as  they  are  called, 
Spiritual  Men. 

It  is  said  of  the  angels  that  they  are  spirits,  spiritual  creatures, 
Psal.  civ.  4 ;  their  communion,  spiritual ;  their  food,  spiritual ; 
their  delights,  spiritual ;  their  affections  and  minds,  spiritual.  Thus 
it  is,  that  the  minister  {though  he  be  a  body  as  well  as  his  people) 
yet  he  should  be  a  spiritual  man  in  an  especial  manner,  he  should 
have  animam  stparatam,  a  soul  separated  and  sequestered  from 
bodily  things,  taken  up  with  spiritual  affairs,  holding  forth  the 
fruits  of  the  spirit ;  his  sermons  should  not  only  be  moral,  but 
spiritual ;  his  carriage,  spiritual ;  his  discourse,  spiritual ;  if  other- 
wise, his  own  phrases  will  rise  up  in  judgment  against  him.  Minis- 
ters are  called  the  spirituality,  as  though  the  people  were  carnal 
in  comparison  of  them,  whereas  the  truth  is,  many  are  spiritual 
madmen,  Hos.  ix.  7,  being  nothing  less  than  what  they  profess  to 
be,  spiritual  men  in  a  mockery,  such  as  profane  ones  call  a  spiri- 
tual pig,  that  is,  the  poorest  of  all  the  ten,  such  a  one  as  hath  no 
substance  in  it ;  so  no  substance,  no  goodness,  no  holiness  at  all 
in  them,  whereas  they  should  exceed  all  others. 

FtnHcr,  Christ '1  Alarm,  1646.        Casta  plactnt  superis,  pura  cum  vestc  venitt. 
mull,  it  I. 

1856.  Fatherly  Counsel  hath  and  ought  to  be 
Prevalent  with  Children. 

Aristotle,  that  great  philosopher,  tells  us  of  Archilochus,  who, 
being  desirous  to  give  some  prevalent  counsel  and  effectual  advice 
to  Lycambes,  whose  father  was  dead,  did  while  he  was  writing  his 
admonitions,  by  an  elegant  prosopopoeia  bring  in  his  father,  and 
(as  it  were)  so  put  the  pen  into  his  father's  hand,  that  Lycambes 
might  receive  those  instructions  from  one,  who  by  his  very  rela- 
tion was  much  more  probable  to  prevail  than  himself ;  the  like 
passage  is  also  in  Cicero,  that  prince  of  oratory  and  eloquence,  as 
the  former  was  of  philosophy  ;  that  he  being  to  read  a  lecture  of 
modesty  and  temperance  to  his  friend  Clodia,  raised  up  her  father 
Appius  Caius  from  the  grave,  and  in  his  name  delivered  his  direc- 
tions to  the  daughter.  Both  of  these  in  this  practice  of  theirs  in- 
timating thus  much  to  all  succeeding  ages,  that  it  is  neither  the 
philosopher's  wisdom,  be  it  never  so  deep,  nor  the  orator's  elo- 
quence, be  it  never  so  winning  that  is  so  effectual  wt  \!t«.  WaX\s»  & 
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children  as  the  voice  of  fatherly  counsel,  being  (as  it  ought  to  be) 
more  persuasive  and  powerful  than  any  other  argument  or  rhetoric 
whatsoever. 

Aristot.  Lib.  de  Republica.       Ad  Attiaim,  Lib.  xii.      Pater,  adsum  ; 
Impera  quid  vis,  iSr¥.    flout.  Trin. 

1857.  Ministers  to  be  Earnestly  Zealous  u 
Preaching  God's  Word. 

It  is  a  pretty  story  of  Demosthenes,  when  one  told  him  that  he 
was  beaten  and  abused  by  such  a  man  ;  it  seems  he  told  it  very 
drcamingly,  and  coldly  showing  no  affection  at  all.  Why,  saith 
Demosthenes,  hath  he  beaten  thee  1  I  do  not  believe  it  No  1 
saith  the  man,  and  so  grew  into  a  very  great  passion  ;  I  am  sure 
thus  and  thus  he  did  to  me,  and  do  not  you  call  this  beating  i 
Nay,  saith  Demosthenes,  now  I  believe  that  he  hath  beaten  thee 
indeed,  now  thou  speakest  as  if  it  were  true  what  thou  saidst. 
So,  when  a  minister  preacheth  unto  people  in  a  dreaming  manner, 
standing  in  a  pulpit  as  though  he  were  saying  of  his  lesson,  though 
the  thing  he  saith  be  never  so  weighty,  yet  the  people  will  not 
believe  him ;  but  when  he  is  earnestly  zealous  in  God's  message, 
when  he  preacheth  as  one  having  authority,  then  it  is  that  the 
people's  hearts  may  be  said  to  bum  within  them,  Luke  xxiv. 

jfoh.  Coinbesii  Enckirid.  Apophtheg.  Philosoph.         Rectitudinis  telo  contra 
vitia  hominum  atcendendus  at.   Grq?.  in  Estk.  Horn.  v. 

858.  How  far  Self-safety  may  be  Consulted. 

Therk  is  an  apologue  of  an  ass,  which  a  certain  silly  king  did 
love  so  dearly  that  he  had  a  great  mind  to  have  her  to  speak  ;  they 
told  him  it  was  a  thing  impossible  and  against  nature,  but  he 
being  impatient,  and  not  enduring  to  have  his  desire  crossed,  slew 
them,  because  they  told  him  the  truth.  At  last,  trying  about,  what 
others  could  do,  one  who  was  made  wise  by  their  example,  being 
required  to  do  it,  he  undertook  it,  but  withal  he  showed  him  the 
greatness  of  the  charge,  and  difficulty  of  the  work.  The  king  being 
eager  to  have  it  done,  told  him  he  should  have  what  allowance  he 
pleased,  and  bade  him  spare  for  no  charges,  and  that  besides  he 
would  reward  him  liberally.  The  physician  also  told  him  that  it 
would  be  a  long  cure,  and  could  noi  he  done  in  a  day ;  ten  years 
were  the  fewest  that  could  be  allotted  to  perfect  a  work  of  that 
nature;  so  tliey  agreed,  and  the  physician  began  to  fall  to  work 
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about  his  ass.    His  friends  hearing  of  it,  came  to  him,  and  asked 
im  what  he  meant  to  take  in  hand  a  thing  so  utterly  impossible, 
"e  smiled  and  said  unto  them,  I  thought  you  had  been  wiser 
than  to  ask  me  such  a  question ;  if  I  had,  says  he,  refused  to  have 
iken  it  in  hand,  he  had  put  me  to  death  presently,  now  I  have 
ained  ten  years'  time,  and  before  that  be  expired,  who  can  tell 
what  may  happen}    The  king  may  die,  the  ass  may  die,  or  I 
myself  may  die,  and  if  any  of  these  happen,  I  am  in  freedom  and 
safety.  Thus,  in  the  midst  of  temporal  dangers,  whether  immineiit 
or  incumbent,  self-salety  may  and  ought  to  be  consulted ;  if  a  man 
be  persecuted  in  one  city,  he  may  lawfully  fly  unto  another ;  but 
with  this  proviso,  that  if  the  cause  of  God  and  religion  be  therein 
concerned,  then  farewell  life  and  liberty  and  all,  for  in  such  a  case, 
he  that  layeth  down  his  life  shall  preserve  it ;  he  that  loseth  all 
hall  find  all,  Matth.  x.  39. 

David  Hume's  Hist,  of  Dmig.'as  and  A  ngus.       Male  sapit  qui  siii  mm  safit. 


1859.  The  World  not  to  be  Trusted  unto. 

There  is  a  facetious  story  of  a  copyholder  dwelling  on  the  sea- 
side near  Plymouth,  who  perceiving  that  divers  of  his  neighbours 
trading  to  sea  came  home  gallant  and  rich,  and  lived  in  a  plenti- 
ful manner,  would  by  all  means  to  sea  too  :  he  puts  off  his  stock, 
makes  money  of  all  that  he  had,  and  leaves  his  wife  and  children 
with  friends  ;  his  trading  was  into  Spain,  the  freight  returned  was 
in  figs ;  a  great  flaw  of  wind  comes,  the  ship  was  in  danger,  she 
must  be  lightened,  overboard  go  the  figs,  the  poor  man  cries  out, 
O  there  goes  my  oxen,  my  sheep,  and  all  that  I  have  in  the  world ; 
home  he  comes  poor,  his  neighbours  pity  his  folly,  one  lends  him 
an  ox,  another  a  horse ;  after  some  few  years  he  picks  up  his 
crumbs  again,  and  being  at  plough  on  a  very  fair  day,  cries  Ho  to 
his  boy  that  did  drive,  and  standing  still,  looks  on  the  sea,  and 
seeing  it  very  calm,  said  ;  A  watinion  on  you,  how  is  it  you  look 
so  smooth  nowl  you  long  for  more  figs,  do  you '/  your  fair  looks 
shall  never  deceive  me  again,  1  warrant  you  ;  drive  on,  boy.  Thus 
the  world  is  like  unto  the  sea,  very  uncertain,  there  is  no  trusting 
to  it;  like  that  sea  mentioned  in  the  Revelation,  a  glassy  and  crys- 
talline sea,  chap.  iv.  ver.  6,  brittle  as  glass,  ubi  splendet  frangitur, 
where  it  is  most  shining  and  resplendent,  there  it  soonest  cracks 
and  breaks  asunder,  gulling  with  its  transparency,  ebbing  and 
flowing  according  to  the  influence  of  its  lunar)'  mistress,  one,  wtuie. 
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lifting  up  to  heaven  upon  her  billows,  and  anon  sinking  down  he 
favourites  as  it  were  to  hell,  Psalm  cvii.  26. 


Dr.  Lee,  a  Strm.  at  Funeral  of  Dr.  Featlr,  1645.        Mari  juste  com  far  at  11 
hie  mundus,  &c.    Cassiodor.  super  Psalm  xliv. 
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i860.  Wherein  the  True  Valour  of  a  Captain 
or  Soldier  in  IVar  consist eth. 

It  was  the  saying  of  Scipio,  that  warlike  African,  who  being  re- 
proached by  a  certain  man,  that  he  was  not  so  forward  a  fighter 
as  he  could  have  wished,  that  his  mother  had  bom  him  to  be  a 
commander,  not  a  fighter ;  intimating  that  a  captain's  chief  place 
was  to  command  all,  and  to  choase  fit  times,  places,  and  means 
for  fighting  ;  not  that  he  should  account  it  his  honour  to  fight 
upon  the  request  of  his  enemy,  but  as  he  found  most  expedient 
and  convenient  for  himself,  in  wisdom  choosing  the  form,  the 
field,  the  time,  the  place,  and  all  for  the  advantage  of  his  army, 
giving  not  the  least  foot  of  advance  to  his  enemy,  whereof  he  could 
possibly  hinder  him.  And  thus  it  is,  that  many  (though  otherwise 
high-spirited  enough)  do  err  in  a  false  opinion  of  their  own  valour, 
and  thereby  lose  both  themselves  and  their  honour  ;  so  that  whilst 
they  affect  to  be  called  gallant  fighters,  do  prove  indeed  to  be  but 
foolish  commanders,  and  ill  captains,  not  getting  that  honour  and 
valour  which  they  so  eagerly  seek,  but  the  blame  of  temerity  ar 
rashness,  which  they  should  mostly  avoid. 

Sir  Waller  Raleigh's  History  of  the  World.       Fortissimus  ille  est,  Qui promptus 
ptetuenda pati,  si  commits  install,  £t  differre potest.    Lucan,  Lid.  vii. 


1 86 1.  Ministers  to  be  Active  and  Vigorous 

in  the  Reproof  of  Sin. 

Suppose  a  town  to  be  all  on  fire,  should  we  not  count  the  man 
ridiculous  that  should  come  and  tell  us  a  cold  story,  saying,  Sirs, 
let  me  tell  you  a  thing;  there  is  a  great  fire  in  the  town,  and  I  verily 
think  it  may  burn  all  the  town,  and  you  should  do  well  to  go  and 
quench  it  This  man  tells  us  so  indeed  ;  but  should  not  we  think 
him  a  fool  for  telling  us  such  a  thing  in  such  a  cold  and  careless 
manner  t  Nature  itself  teacheth  another  course  in  such  a  case, 
Fife !  firt  1  help  !  O  help,  for  the  Lord's  sake  !    Water,  water  in 
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all  haste  !  alas,  alas,  we  are  undone  1  quickly,  quickly,  run  for 
ladders,  run  for  buckets,  run  for  wet  cloths  !  Ah,  you  lazy  villain, 
run  apace  for  iron  hooks  and  the  like.  So  it  is  in  the  matter  of 
preaching ;  what  weighty  things  doth  the  Word  contain  !  truths 
that  should  make  the  very  bowels  of  the  minister  to  yearn,  and 
pour  out  his  affections  in  the  pulpit,  to  rouse  up  the  people's 
thoughts,  and  awaken  them  from  the  sleep  of  sin  and  security 
wherein  they  have  for  a  long  time  snored ;  otherwise  when  they 
hear  of  matters  of  life  and  death,  eternal  life,  salvation  and  dam- 
nation, they  sit  like  blocks  on  their  seats,  as  though  it  were  no 
matter  of  concernment. 

Mr.  Fenner,  Christ's  Alarm,  1646.       Unumquenque  Chrisiianum  zelus  domus 
Dei  comedat ;  prohitic  quas  potts,  &v.    Aug.  Trait,  xx.  in  Joh. 

0 

1862.  Not  to  be  Hasty  in  the  Matter  of 
Revenge. 

It  is  reported  of  James  the  Fourth,  King  of  Scotland,  that  being 
much  offended  with  the  Earl  Crawford,  he  vowed  to  pull  down 
his  house  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  ;  but  the  eari,  by  his  timely 
submission,  took  off  the  edge  of  the  king's  anger  against  him,  inso- 
much that  the  king  (that  he  might  in  some  sort  be  as  big  as  his 
word)  went  up  to  the  top  of  his  house,  and  without  doing  any 
more  harm  at  all,  threw  down  a  little  stone  which  was  closed  to 
the  fabric,  which  is  to  this  day  kept  as  a  monument  of  the  king's 
favour  to  that  family.  And  thus  it  were  to  be  wished  that  men  in 
the  height  and  heat  of  their  passion  would  throw  themselves  down 
at  the  footstool  of  Him  to  whom  vengeance  belongeth,  not  to  be 
hasty  in  matters  of  revenge,  and  upon  every  slight  occasion,  or 
the  least  punctilio  of  honour,  to  be  ready  to  sheath  their  swords  in 
the  bowels  of  one  another ;  thus  to  do  is  saucily  to  seat  themselves 
upon  God's  throne,  and  as  much  as  in  them  lieth  to  wrest  the 
sword  out  of  His  hand.  But  let  all  such  know,  that  the  less  any 
man  strives  for  himself,  the  more  God  is  his  champion ;  and  He 
that  said,  I  seek  not  my  own  glory,  adds,  But  there  is  one  that 
seeks  it  and  judgeth,  John  viii.  50,  God  takes  his  part  ever  that 
lights  not  for  himself. 

David  Hum/ 1  Hist.  of  Douglas  and  Angus.  J.  Preston's  Semi,  at  Lincoln's 
Inn,  1626.  Noli  imitari  malum  virorum  sed  justitia  retinqut  vindictam. 
Phocilides. 
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1863.  More  Converts  made  by  Preaching 

than  by  Reading, 

A  max  may  be  converted  by  reading,  as  Luther  said  he  was ;  i: 
the  confession  of  Luther,  that  the  reading  of  John  Huss's  wo: 
was  the  main  cause  of  his  conversion  ;  and  St  Augustine's  Tc 
itge,  taking  up  of  the  book,  and  reading  that  of  the  apostle,  Not  in 
chambering  and  wantonness,  Rom.  xiii.  13,  was,  by  God's  special 
favour,  a  means  to  draw  him  out  of  that  puddle  of  sin,  wherein  he 
had  a  long  time  wallowed.  Thus  there  is  a  blessing  for  readers, 
Rev.  i.  3.  And  there  may  a  fish  or  two  hang  on  the  net,  being 
let  down  on  a  heap,  but  that  is  a  chance.  It  is  not  the  net  lapped 
up  together  that  bringeth  in  the  draught,  but  hauled  out  at  length 
and  spread  all  abroad  that  closeth  in  the  fish.  So  it  is  the  spread- 
ing of  the  Word,  the  stretching  of  it  out  upon  every  soul  present 
by  the  work  of  the  ministry,  that  is  the  way  to  catch  many ;  so 
that  the  reason  of  such  ill  success  in  many  ministers  is,  not  sprea  ' 
ing  the  net,  not  dilating  upon  the  matter  in  hand,  whereby  t 
preaching  seems  to  be  little  better  than  reading. 

S.  Clarlis  Marrow  of  Ecclts.  Hist.      Aw;,  in  Lib.  Confession.  Lectio 
jtaiat  sed pradicata  plus  ad  fietatis  affectum  movct.    Phil.  Dia.  Sum. 

1864.  Magistrates,  Rulers,  &c,  of  all  Men, 
to  be  Resolved  in  the  Cause  of  God  and 
their  Country. 

James  III.,  King  of  Scotland,  waiving  the  wholesome  advice  of 
his  nobility,  betook  himself  to  the  counsel  of  some  few  unworthy 
men,  insomuch  that  all  things  were  out  of  order,  so  that  the  no- 
bility fell  upon  consultations  for  the  good  of  their  king  and  country. 
Archibald,  Earl  of  Angus,  contrives  the  way  how  the  wicked  coun- 
sellors might  be  fetched  off  from  the  king  ;  all  approve  it,  only  the 
Ix^rd  Grey  perceiving  the  forwardness  of  the  people,  told  them  the 
fable  of  the  rats  and  mice,  who,  consulting  in  a  public  meeting 
how  they  might  be  secured  from  the  surprisal  of  their  public 
enemy,  the  cat,  found  out,  as  they  thought,  a  very  good  way  for 
their  safety,  which  was  to  hang  a  bell  about  every  cat's  neck,  that 
so  they  might  have  warning  of  their  approach,  and  shift  for  them- 
selves, but  when  it  was  put  to  the  question,  who  should  under- 
tike  to  lie  the  bell  about  the  cat's  neck,  they  were  all  at  a  stand, 
not  one  durst  undertake  to  do  it    The  Earl  of  Angus  suddenly 
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smelt  out  his  meaning,  and  what  application  was  to  be  made  upon 
the  matter,  and  thereupon  made  answer,  I  will  bell  the  cat,  and 
what  your  lordships  shall  conclude  fit  to  be  done  shall  not  want 
for  execution ;  which  fell  out  accordingly.  And  thus  it  is,  that 
resolution  in  the  cause  of  God  and  the  country  becomes  all  men, 
especially  Christian  men,  such  as  are  in  places  of  power  and 
authority,  that  when  their  religion  and  liberties  lie  at  stake,  they 
would  not  stand,  Shall  1  ?  shall  1 1  but  bell  the  cat,  stare  in  the  face 
of  any  opposition  whatsoever,  and  boldly  seize  upon  the  enemies 
of  their  peace  and  safety. 

Geo.  Buchanan's  Ifistoria  Scotica.  Rex  at  qui  metttit  nihil  qu,'m  non  lancta 
nuiitis,  &•[.  Sen.  Tragai.,  ii.  D.  T.jjna' Strm.  at  St.  Titer's,  i'auTs- 
mAarft  1647. 

1865.  The  Ministers  Calling  to  be  Owned 

from  God. 

When  the  Danites  asked  the  Levite  in  Mount  Ephraim,  who 
brought  him  thither,  and  what  he  made  in  that  place,  he  made 
no  other  answer  but  that  Micah  had  hired  him,  and  dealt  well 
with  him,  &c,  Judg.  xviii.  3.  He  knew  well  enough  that  he  put 
himself  there,  sought  for  the  place  himself.  It  was  maintenance 
that  brought  him  thither.  His  own  conscience  told  him  he  was 
an  hireling,  he  came  not  in  by  the  door,  but  at  the  window ;  he 
could  not  say  that  the  Lord  brought  him  thither.  And  thus  it  is, 
that  no  man  can  be  said  to  enter  into  the  ministry  in  a  right  way, 
but  by  God  ;  he  must  have  his  letters  of  orders  from  Him,  his  in- 
stitution and  induction  from  Him  ;  he  must  not  intrude  into  God's 
heritage  ;  it  must  not  be  gain  that  makes  him  take  up  a  living,  not 
advantage  that  makes  him  chop  and  change ;  he  that  doth  so,  never 
went  to  Christ  for  approbation.  And  whereas  it  is  said  of  the 
Apostles,  that  the  rulers  and  elders  perceived  that  they  had  been 
with  Jesus,  Acts  iv.  13  ;  no  man  by  his  life  or  doctrine  can  per- 
ceive that  he  had  been  with  Jesus,  that  ever  he  had  any  allowance 
from  Him,  and  yet  he  will  be  crowding  into  the  ministry. 

A  Caveat  for  Archippus,  a  Sermon^  1618.         Gratuiis  digititas  at  saeerJotum, 
<&V.    Huron,  in  Euk.  Lib.  ii. 

1866.  Good  and  Bad  Kings  and  Princes,  &c, 

their  Difference. 

Wi  see  all  the  motions  of  superior  bodies,  in  what  excellent  order 
and  perfection  they  move,  and  if  some  exhalation  starts  u^i  axaswvgs. 
vol.  IL  » 
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them  from  gross  and  putrid  matter,  whose  course  is  not  yet  known, 
what  horrid  trepidations  bring  they  with  them  !  and  what  pro- 
digious calamities  are  they  the  forerunners  of  I  yet  they  hold  not 
that  station  long,  but  blaze  a  little  there  and  then  extinguish. 
And  all  that  can  be  said  of  them  is,  That  we  know  not  for  what 
mischievous  intent  these  meteors  did  appear.  Whereas  the  other 
celestial  bodies  beget  no  wonder,  are  no  prodigies,  but  keep  a 
constant  course  in  their  own  spheres,  and  are  not  contaminated 
with  things  below  them,  yet  they  retain  a  powerful  influence  over 
them.  So  kings  and  princes  always  shine  in  glory  and  a  noble 
soul,  when  they  loathe  to  soil  themselves  in  sordid  things ;  but  when 
they  grovel  here  for  trash  and  trumpery,  and  trade  away  that  gal- 
lant stock  of  love,  housed  in  their  people's  hearts,  for  some  ft 
coin,  minted  by  passion,  mutable  affection,  or  misled  reason,  t 
do  degrade  themselves  so  far,  that  the  only  difference  betwf 
king  and  a  mean  man  is,  that  the  one  by  his  trade  cozens  a  f 
the  other  a  great  many,  but  himself  most 

J.  Wilson's  Life  of  King  James.        Regnandi  causa  reguta  fere  omnium 
est,  ut  neqtte pietate  netjue  verecundia  promoveantur.    Fattlus  Jerius,  Lib. 


1867.  Ministers  not  to  be  Verbal,  but  Real 
their  Expressions. 

The  Lacedaemonian  in  Plutarch  said,  when  he  heard  how  swee 
the  nightingale  sang,  O  that  I  had  this  bird,  surely  it  is  a  rare  dish  j 
and  after  a  while  when  he  had  taken  it,  and  ate  it,  and  found 
a  little  picking  meat,  he  concluded  with  that  proverbial  sayin 
Vox  es  et  praterea  nihil,  Now  I  see  thou  art  mere  voice,  and  noth 
ing  else.  And  such  are  they  that  go  up  into  the  pulpit  with  sten- 
torian voices,  that  have  big  words,  but  small  matter,  so  that 
people  may  be  said  to  hear  a  sound,  but  know  not  what  it  mean 
whereas  a  faithful  minister  of  Jesus  Christ  is  not  verbal,  but  real 
in  his  expressions,  such  as  John  the  Baptist,  who  was  more  than  a 
voice,  a  burning  and  a  shining  light ;  there  was  life  and  heat  in 
his  ministry  ;  so  that  a  man  may  be  said  to  preach  much,  y 
preach  little  ;  but  it  were  far  better  to  make  less  use  of  his  . 
and  more  of  his  heart,  which  will  at  the  last  prove  to  be  a  ; 
comfort  to  his  own  soul,  and  advantageous  to  those  that  h 
him. 


;ten- 
real 


Mr.  Fcnner,  Christ's  Alarm.  Oportet  ut prttdicatores  sint  fortes  in  praee1 
comfatientes  infinnis,  in  exhortatienibus  blandi,  &>c.    Greg,  in  Job.  Mor. 
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1868.  Not  to  Take  Notice  of  every  Angry 
Word  that  is  Spoken  against  us. 

t  is  reported  of  Titus  Vespasian,  that  when  any  one  spake  ill  of 
him,  he  was  wont  to  say,  that  he  was  above  false  reports  ;  and  if 
they  were  true,  he  had  more  reason  to  be  angry  with  himself,  than 
the  relator.  And  the  good  Emperor  Theodosius  commanded  no 
man  should  be  punished  that  spake  against  him  ;  for  what  was 
spoken  slightly,  said  he,  was  to  be  laughed  at ;  what  spitefully,  to 
be  pardoned  ;  what  angrily,  to  be  pitied  ;  and  if  truly,  he  would 
thank  him  for  it.  O  that  there  were  but  such  a  frame  of  spirit  in 
this  carping  age  of  ours,  wherein  men,  like  tinder,  are  ready  to 
take  fire  upon  the  least  spark  that  falls,  to  quarrel  sometimes  the 
most  inoffensive  word  that  can  be  spoken  ;  whereas  the  best  way 
is  to  be  silent,  Sid  et  funestam  dedisli  plagam,  Say  nothing,  and 
you  pay  a  talking  man  to  the  purpose.  Thus  it  was  that  Hezekiah 
would  not  answer  Rabshakeh,  nor  Jeremiah  Hananiah,  chap, 
xxviii.  11  ;  nor  our  Blessed  Saviour  his  railing  adversaries,  Matth. 
xxvi.  63 ;  He  reviled  not  His  revilers,  He  threatened  not  His  op- 
posites,  1  Pet.  ii.  23. 

Sutlcnius  in  Vita.       Eustbius.       Iratus  nihil  nisi  crimina  loquitur.  Sin. 
in  Tliyate.       Chryso.'tom.  sup.  Mattn.  T. 

1869.  The  Excellency  of  a  Good  Memory. 

It  was  the  saying  of  an  eminent  scholar  that  an  excellent  memory 
was  needful  for  three  sorts  of  men.  First,  for  tradesmen,  for  they 
have  many  businesses  to  do,  many  reckonings  to  make  up,  many 
irons  in  the  fire,  had  need  of  a  good  memory.  Secondly,  great 
talkers,  for  they  being  full  of  words,  had  need  to  have  a  good  score- 
house  in  their  heads  to  feed  their  tongue.  Thirdly,  for  liars,  for 
they,  telling  many  untruths,  had  need  of  a  good  memory,  to  be 
able  to  remember  what  untruths  they  have  told,  lest  afterwards 
they  be  taken  in  their  lying,  contradicting  themselves.  All  this  is 
true,  but  as  to  the  excellency  of  a  good  memory  indeed,  the  prin- 
cipal of  all  is,  that  it  is  a  great  blessing  of  God  in  ordine  ad  spirt- 
tuiilia,  in  order  unto  spiritual  things,  the  more  we  have  of  it,  the 
more  advantage  we  have  unto  our  eternal  good  ;  as  to  know  that 
ever  which  we  knew  once,  to  bring  our  knowledge  into  action  upon 
all  occasions,  to  have  God  before  our  eyes.  It  is  like  a  mercurial 
finger  to  put  a  man  into  his  way  when  he  is  once  o\&\  a.'a.^sx 
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help  to  belief  and  sound  knowledge.    Many  and  excellent  are 
benefits  and  privileges  of  such  a  memory, 

f.  Charon  dt  la  Sagase.  Ftimer's  Serm.  at  St.  Jlfary's,  Cambridge,  ifi 
Omnis  diiciptina  memorta  constat ;  frustratjtu  doccmur  si  ftikfliid  .'u 
mus,  iSrv.    Quintil.,  Lib.  xi. 

1870.  Some  one  Sinful  Quality  Predominan 
more  than  others  in  the  Heart  of  Man 

As  in  a  ground  that  lieth  unfilled,  amongst  the  great  variety 
weeds  there  is  usually  some  master-weed,  one  amongst  the  n 
that  is  rifer  and  ranker  than  all  the  rest.    And  as  it  is  in  the  b 
of  man,  that  although  in  some  degree  or  other,  more  or  less,  there 
be  a  mixture  of  all  the  four  elements,  not  any  of  them  wholly 
wanting,  yet  there  is  some  one  of  them  predominant,  that  giv< 
the  denomination,  in  regard  whereof  some  are  said  to  be  of  a 
guine,  some  of  a  phlegmatic,  some  of  a  choleric,  and  some 
melancholy  constitution.    So  it  is  also  in  the  souls  of  men,  thouj 
there  be  a  general  mixture  and  medley  of  all  evil  and  corru 
qualities,  yet  is  there  some  one  usually  that  is  paramount,  mi 
powerful  and  prevalent,  that  saith,  and  showeth  forth  itself  m 
eminently  and  more  evidently  dian  any  other  of  them  do  ; 
from  this,  therefore,  more  frequently  and  apparently  discove: 
itself  is  the  denomination  wont  to  be  given,  whereby  some  are 
styled  ambitious,  some  lascivious,  some  envious,  some  malicioi 
some  haughty,  some  hasty,  and  the  like. 

T.  Cataker's  Apology  against  Lilly,  Astrolog.        Trahit  sua  qucatqut  lion 

187 1.  The  General  Badness  of  Memory  in 
Good  Things. 

As  it  is  with  a  sieve  or  bolter,  the  good  corn  and  fine  flour  goes 
through,  but  the  light  chaff  and  coarse  bran  remains  behind ;  or 
as  a  strainer,  that  the  sweet  liquor  is  strained  out,  but  the  dregs 
are  left  behind  ;  or  as  a  grate,  that  lets  the  pure  water  run  away, 
but  if  there  be  any  straws,  sticks,  mud  or  filth,  that  it  holds.  Thus 
it  is  with  most  men's  memories,  by  nature  they  are  but,  as  it  were, 
pertusa  dolia,  mere  riven  tubs,  especially  in  good  things  very 
treacherous,  so  that  the  vain  conceits  of  men  are  apt  to  be  held  in, 
when  divine  instructions  and  gracious  promises  run  through  ; 
trifles,  and  toys,  and  worldly  things  they  are  apt  to  remember, 
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tenacious  enough  ;  but  for  spiritual  things  they  leak  out,  like 
Israel  they  soon  forget  them,  Psalm  cvi.  13. 

D.  Gouge's  Serm.  at  St.  Paufs,  1636.       Memoria  hominis  adeo  laiilis  at,  ut 
trgre  repenas  duos  qui  qmi  semel  audieruitt,  6fc.    Erasm.  in  Apophthegm 

1872,  Sin,  the  Remainders  thereof  even  in  the 
Best  of  God's  Children. 

As  in  a  piece  of  ground,  even  after  the  best  and  most  accurate 
tillage,  some  seeds  and  roots  of  those  noisome  weeds,  wherewith 
it  was  formerly  much  pestered  will  still  remain,  and  will  be  spring- 
ing up,  be  it  never  so  sedulously,  never  so  assiduously  managed: 
so,  after  the  gracious  work  of  regeneration  there  will  be  a  smatch 
of  all  sin  in  some  degree  or  other ;  hence  it  is  that  Methodius,  an 
ancient  bishop  of  the  church,  compares  the  inbred  corruption  of 
man's  heart  to  a  wild  fig  tree,  growing  upon  the  wall  of  some 
goodly  temple,  or  stately  palace,  whereof  albeit  the  main  trunk  of 
the  stem  be  broke  off,  and  stump  of  the  root  be  plucked  up,  yet 
the  fibrous  strings  of  it,  piercing  into  the  joints  of  the  stone  work, 
will  not  utterly  be  extracted,  but  will  be  ever  and  anon  shooting 
and  sprouting  out,  until  the  whole  frame  of  the  building  be  dis- 
solved, and  the  stonework  thereof  be  disjointed  and  pulled  in 
pieces. 

Methodius  de  Resurrect,  apud  Rpiphan.  Harts.  Sect,  xxviii.  cap.  64.  Nulius 
sanctus  et  Justus  caret  peccato,  <Vr.    Aug.  de  Eccles.  Dogmat. 

1873.  Four  sorts  of  Men  undertaking  the 
IVork  of  the  Ministry. 

Marcus  Antonius  de  Dominis,  that  shuffling  Archbishop  of 
Spalato,  then  Dean  of  Windsor,  and  furnished  with  a  fair  master- 
ship besides,  would  needs  put  on  for  a  good  fat  parsonage,  in  the 
gift  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  that  church.  Dr.  Thomas  White 
(the  same  that  founded  Sion  College,  London)  being  one  of  the 
prebends,  opposed  the  motion,  hinting  to  the  greedy  bishop  the 
unevenness  of  his  desires,  by  telling  him  that  there  were  four  sorts 
ol  nu  n  that  undertook  the  work  of  the  ministry,  quorum  pascere 
quidam  net  voluttt  nec  valent,  quidam  valent  sid  rton  volunt,  quidam 
volunt  ted  non  valent,  quidam  et  valent  et  volunt,  some  that  neither 
would  nor  could  discharge  it,  some  that  cou\dbuV 
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that  would  but  could  not,  soms  that  both  would  and  could 
thus  it  is,  that  some  are  to  be  found  in  the  midst  of  us,  who  (such 
is  their  ignorance)  that  they  neither  will  nor  can  divide  the  word 
aright,  such  as  leaping  from  the  shopboard,  leave  sewing  of  gar- 
ments to  make  a  rent  in  the  church  ;  or  if  by  chance  they  looked 
upon  the  university,  they  think  themselves  as  sufficiently  inspired 
with  the  gift  of  prophesy  as  he  did  with  the  gift  of  poetry,  that 
dreamt  upon  the  top  of  Parnassus  ;  others  there  are  (such  is  their 
unworthiness)  that  can  but  will  not ;  that  are  able  but  slothful " 
the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  look  more  after  the  fleece  than  thefl 
committed  to  their  charge  ;  some  also  (such  is  their  unhappiri' 
that  would  but  cannot,  as  hindered  by  some  natural  imperfectio: 
in  the  want  of  utterance,  weakness  of  memory,  or  the  like  ;  other 
some  again  (such  is  their  glory)  that  both  can  and  will  deliver 
the  whole  truth  of  God,  preach  in  season  and  out  of  season  to  the 
great  comfort  of  themselves  and  those  that  hear  them. 


heir 
lock 
ion, 


Savoy.        T.  Gataktr's  Apology  against  Lilly? s  Lies, 
po/a,  pharmacopeia,  idque  genus  kominum,  &°c. 
gem  spectantes.        Sim.de  Cassia  in  Rvang, 
Greg.  Mural, 


Sartores,  nitons, 
Plus  vellus  quam 
Vita  sonantes  ei  a 


1874.  How  the  Heart  of  Man  may  be  kept 

up  steady  in  Troublous  Times. 


reli- 
ved ; 

id 
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To  make  a  ship  ride  steady  in  the  midst  of  a  tempestuous  sea,  f( 
tilings  are  required  :  First,  she  must  be  well  built,  strongly,  wi 
timbered,  not  weak,  artificially,  well-moulded,  not  tender-sided  ; 
secondly,  she  must  be  down  ballasted  with  some  sad  and 
derous  lading ;  thirdly,  low-masted  (and  low-built  may  be  add 
too)  for  high-carved  and  taunt-masted  ships  will  fetch  way  " 
stress  ;  fourthly,  sure  anchored,  by  which  means,  though  mov 
she  may  be  said  to  live  and  keep  her  station.    Thus  the  heart 
man,  if  ever  we  think  to  have  it  steady  and  fixed  in  the  midst 
troublesome  times,  if  ever  we  labour  for  stable  and  compo 
spirits,  that  whatever  hurricanes,  storms,  or  raging  tempests  co 
down  upon  the  world,  upon  the  church,  upon  the  places  where 
live,  or  upon  ourselves,  we  may  be  able  to  ride  it  out ;  we  must 
built  upon  a  sure  foundation,  and  that  is  Jesus  Christ,  1  Cor. 
1 1,  well-timbered  with  sanctifying  graces,  down-ballasted 
sound  judgment  and  true  Christian  direction,  low-masted,  to  be 
humble  and  lowly,  not  heady  and  high-minded  ;  and  lastly,  si 
anchored,  having  a  sound,  soV\d,  and  suteutitial  faith  ;  faith 
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fancy  ;  hope,  not  like  that  of  the  hypocrite,  which  shall  be  cut  off, 
Job  viii.  13,  14. 

Joh.  Brins/cy's  Serm.  at  Yarmouth,  1647.  Rtbas  angustis  animosus  atque 
Fortis  tippare.  Herat.  Carm.  ii.  10.  Qitod super fundamentum  Christi 
adificatur,  &rc.    Ambras.  de  Cain  et  Abel. 

875.  To  Keep  close  to  the  IVord  of  God,  es- 
pecially in  Times  of  Trouble. 

It  is  reported  by  Mr.  Fox  of  one  Gregory  Crow,  a  seaman,  that 
being  wrecked  at  sea,  and  having  cast  all  overboard,  he  kept  his 
New  Testament  about  his  neck,  and  so  floating  upon  his  broken 
mast,  was  after  four  days  discovered  by  some  passengers,  taken 
off  all  frozen,  benumbed,  and,  as  it  were,  sodden  by  the  continual 
washings  of  the  water ;  but,  which  was  most  observable,  he  kept 
his  book  close  to  him.  Thus,  if  ever  we  intend  to  keep  our  heads 
above  water  in  the  sea  of  this  troublesome  world,  we  must  be  sure 
to  keep  close  to  the  Word  of  God,  and  not  to  suffer  it  to  depart 
from  us,  let  money,  wares,  ship,  and  all  go  ere  we  forego  that.  So 
likewise  in  all  our  doubtful  cases,  whether  vows,  oaths,  marriages, 
dealing  with  men,  intercourse  with  God,  or  any  difficulty  whatso- 
ever, go  to  the  law  and  to  the  testimony  of  resolution,  Isa.  viii.  20, 
being  glad  that  God  hath  found  out  a  way  to  cast  the  wavering 
scale,  and  to  direct  our  conversation. 

Acts  and  Man.,  1556.       Recurrendum  est  ad  solas  Dh/inas  Scrtpluras.  P. 
dt  Atliato.       Nehem.  Rogers'  Practical  Catechism. 

1876.  Faith  a  Sure  Anchor-hold  in  Time  of 
Distress. 

An  anchor  being  let  fall,  it  passeth  through  the  water,  and  violently 
maketh  its  way  through  all  the  waves  and  billows,  never  staying 
till  it  come  at  the  bottom,  where,  taking-hold  of  the  ground  which 
lieth  out  of  sight,  thus  by  a  secret  and  hidden  force  staying  the 
ship,  so  as  though  it  be  moved,  yet  it  is  not  removed,  but  still 
keepeth  her  station.  Of  such  use  is  faith  to  the  soul  of  man  ;  when 
it  is  in  a  stress  tossed  with  the  waves  and  billows  of  temptations 
and  trials,  threatening  to  swallow  it  up,  faith  breaks  through  all, 
never  resting  till  it  come  at  God  himself,  who  is  invisible  and 
taking  hold  upon  him,  by  a  secret  force  stayeth  the  soul,  and 
keepeth  it  from  being  driven  upon  the  rocks  ot  s$n&&  «A  fts^wv 
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tion.    An  anchor  it  is,  and  a  sure  anchor,  that  o<*2m\?}«  gat  f}tf} 
that  sheet  anchor  which  the  soul  must  trust  to,  which  it  may  ride 
and  live  by  in  whatsoever  stress  can  come  down  upon  it. 

Joh.  Caivini  Com.  in  Heb.  vi.  Ip.  Ui  anchora,  jaeta  de  navi,  hand pcrmiHit 
earn  circum/erri,  lied  venti  commoveantt  &r>c.t  sie  ft  foiei.  Chrysost.  in 
Heb,  Homil.  ii.,  tdeb.  vi.19. 

1877.  The  Exceeding  Love  of  God  to  Man- 
kind admirable. 

It  is  reported  of  a  certain  merchant  in  London,  that  he  made 
much  of  a  poor  cobbler  that  dwelt  near  him,  and  did  as  good  as 
maintain  him,  though  he  were  a  papist  in  the  matter  of  his  reli- 
gion, yet  this  unthankful  fellow  went  about  to  betray  him  to  death ; 
but  the  merchant  having  escaped  his  hands,  merely  out  of  love  to 
his  soul,  used  all  means  to  be  friends  with  him  again,  and  invited 
him  to  his  house.  All  this  would  not  do,  his  heart  was  so  embit- 
tered, that  he  would  shun  the  way  of  him,  and  not  so  much  as  look 
at  him.  It  fell  out  so  at  length,  that  he  met  him  in  such  a  narrow 
lane,  that  he  could  not  baulk  him,  but  must  needs  talk  with  him  ; 
the  good  merchant  takes  him  to  him,  tells  him  he  was  glad  he  had 
met  with  him,  and  wondered  that  he  was  grown  so  strange  !  What, 
said  he,  do  you  think  me  your  enemy  1  If  I  were,  could  I  not 
crush  you  with  a  word  speaking  ?  Alas,  I  am  not  offended  with 
you,  if  you  be  not  with  me,  and,  for  all  your  treachery  against  me, 
will  forgive  and  forget  it.  These  kind  words  were  no  sooner 
spoken,  but  the  cobbler  melted  into  tears,  and  falling  down  upon 
his  knees,  confessed  his  villainy,  and  repenting  of  it,  told  him  : 
This  love  of  yours  shall  bind  me  to  you  for  ever,  to  serve  you  in  all 
that  I  may  or  possibly  can.  This  popish  cobbler  is  the  heart  of 
every  child  of  Adam,  this  royal  merchant  is  the  great  God  of 
Heaven,  this  narrow  lane  is  the  strait  of  conscience  beset  with 
sins  and  curses,  this  kind  behaviour  is  the  tender  of  grace.  Let 
us  not  then  be  worse  to  our  poor  souls  than  the  cobbler  was  to  his, 
but  break  our  hearts  by  repentance,  and  sorrow  for  our  sins,  that 
ever  we  should  offend  so  good  a  God,  so  gracious  and  loving  a 
Master,  and  with  Saul  to  David  say,  Where  shall  a  man  find  such 
love,  as  to  spare  his  enemy  when  he  had  him  in  his  hand,  and  to 
be  content  to  cut  off  only  a  lap  of  his  garment,  to  correct  him  here 
in  this  world  with  some  temporary  judgment,  when  he  might  have 
cut  his  throat,  and  cast  him  into  hell-torments  for  evermore  I 

Atemt.  Holers'  Pract.  Catechism.       0  aterna  Veritas,  et  vera  caritas,  et  rara 
tzter/titasj  its  a  Dens  meus,  ad  te  suspiro  dit&c  tiocte.  Aug.  Cenjes.  Lib.  vii. 


1878.  God  Raising  up  Instruments  for  the 
Deliverance  of  His  People. 

emorable  is  that  vision  of  Zecharias :  I  lifted  up  mine  eyes, 
id  the  prophet,  and  saw,  and  behold  four  horns,  chap.  i.  verse  18, 
d  the  Lord  showed  rne  four  carpenters,  verse  20.    Now  what 
ere  these  four  horns  '<  what,  but  the  enemies  of  the  church  I 
erse  rg.     Horns,  so  called  for  their  power,  and  said  to  be  four 
'n  reference  to  the  four  parts  of  the  world,  east,  west,  north,  and 
uth,  from  all  which  they  came.     And  what  are  the  carpenters  1 
hy,  instruments  raised  up  by  God  to  break  and  batter  those 
orns,  to  oppose,  to  overthrow  that  adverse  power,  verse  ftf,  and 
ey  arc  said  to  be  four,  to  import  an  equality  of  strength  and 
wer.     Thus  when  God  hath  a  work  to  do,  be  it  to  beat  down 
Babylon  or  build  up  Jerusalem,  He  can  raise  up  carpenters,  instru- 
ments that  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  work  ■  though  never  so  mean, 
yet  they  shall  effect  great  wort ;  trumpets  of  rams'  horns,  if  they 
do  but  blow,  down  go  the  walls  of  Jericho  with  a  vengeance, 
Josh.  vi.  20.    Nay,  though  instruments  fail,  yet  the  promise  shall 
not  fail,  though  the  carpenters  should  not  strike  one  stroke,  yet 
God  hath  ways  to  take  off  the  horns  of  His  enemies  ;  though  His 
people  should  be  destitute  of  all  human  protection,  yet  He  will 
find  out  a  way  to  deliver  and  secure  them,  no  temptation,  no 
cross,  no  trouble  shall  so  far  seize  upon  them,  but  He  will  find  a 
way  to  escape,  that  they  may  be  able  to  bear  it,  1  Cor.  x.  13. 

Jt/itmigius  Attissiodorus  in  ZtrA.  i.  1 8-2 1.       Jsidor.  Clariiu  in  Zee  A,  i  18-2 1. 
Fata  viam  mvttiient 

1879.  All  Endeavours  to  be  Sanctified  by 
Prayer. 

There  was  a  certain  husbandman  that  always  sowed  good  seed, 
but  never  could  have  any  good  corn;  at  last  a  neighbour  came 
unto  him,  and  reasoned  what  should  be  the  cause,  he  sowed  so 
good  seed,  and  reaped  so  bad  com.  Why,  truly,  said  he,  I  give 
the  land  her  due,  good  tillage,  good  seed,  and  all  things  that  be 
fit.  Why  then,  replied  the  other,  it  may  be  you  do  not  steep  your 
seed.  No,  truly,  said  he,  nor  ever  did  I  hear  that  seed  should  be 
3teeped.  Yes,  surely,  said  the  other,  and  I  will  tell  you  how,  it 
must  be  steeped  in  prayer.  When  the  party  heard  this,  he  thanked 
him  for  his  good  counsel,  put  it  home  to  his  conaciawcfc.  tcfcrcwA 
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his  fault,  and  had  as  good  com  as  any  other  man  whatsoeve. 
Thus  it  is,  that  if  ever  we  look  to  have  a  good  improvement  of 
our  labour,  and  to  have  a  blessing  upon  what  we  undertake,  we 
must  have  recourse  unto  God  by  prayer  :  otherwise  we  may  trade 
and  traffic,  fight  and  war,  and  get  nothing,  James  iv.  a  :  nay,  let 
us  get  ever  so  much,  it  is  all  in  vain,  because  we  ask  not  aright 

5.  Smith's  Essex  Dove.        Egredientes  hosfith,  armet  oratio,  rrgredientiius  de 
platen,  £rv,  Hyer.  in  Epist. 

1880.  Universal  Obedience  unto  God  enjoined. 

An  instrument,  if  only  one  string  be  out  of  tune,  although  the  rest 
be  well  set,  yet  that  one  keeps  such  a  jarring  and  harsh  soun 
that  the  lesson  played  thereon  will  relish  as  unmusically  in  a  s, 
ful  ear  as  if  all  the  strings  were  out  of  tune.  And  thus,  if  a  m, 
should  abstain  from  swearing  and  drunkenness,  yet  if  he  were 
given  to  lust,  or  if  from  those  three,  and  yet  addicted  to  covetous- 
ness,  it  comes  all  to  one  reckoning,  Jam.  ii.  10.  Let  every  man 
therefore  look  into  his  bosom  sin,  observe  diligently  that  one 
jarring  string,  and  never  leave  screwing  and  winding  of  it  up,  till 
it  be  brought  into  right  tune ;  and  if  that  cannot  be  effected,  break 
it,  pluck  it  out,  Matth.  v.  ao.  For  God  will  have  a  complete  har- 
monious consent,  a  resolution  for  universal  obedience,  otherwise 
no  acceptance. 

77io.  Cheshire" s  Scrtn.  at  St.  Paul's,  Land.,  1641. 


nd, 
kil- 
aan 


1 88 1.  To  be  more  Careful  for  the  Body  than 
the  Soul  reproveable. 


X 


The  Jews  have  a  story  of  a  woman  that  took  two  children 
nurse,  the  one  very  mean,  deformed,  crooked,  blind,  and  not  likely 
to  live  long ;  the  other  as  goodly  a  child  as  may  be,  beautiful, 
well-favoured,  and  likely  to  be  long-lived.  Now,  this  foolish  woman 
bestowing  all  her  care  and  diligence,  pains  and  attendance,  upon  the 
worst  child,  never  so  much  as  minding  the  best,  must  needs  be 
ignorant  and  very  foolish  in  so  bad  a  choice,  and  of  so  great 
neglect.  Thus  it  is,  that  the  most  of  men  are  herein  to  be  reproved, 
who  having  taken  two  children  to  nurse,  their  bodies  and  their 
souls,  and  well  knowing  that  the  soul  is  infinitely  far  better  than 
the  body,  more  beautiful  and  of  longer  continuance,  yet,  like  the 
foolish  nurse,  they  bestow  all  their  care,  labour,  and  pains  for  the 
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worst,  they  make  provision  for  the  flesh,  pamper  up  the  body, 
which  must  ere  long  lie  down  in  the  dust ;  and  starve  the  soul, 
which  doth  and  must  live  for  ever. 

oh.  Plantavit.  Flarileg.  Rabbinicum.  Si  magna  mercedis  est  a  morte  eripert 
carnem,  quanquam  moritttram  ;  quanttest  merit),  a  morte  animam  libtrart  t 
&v.    Greg.,  Horn,  xxvi, 

1882.  The  Great  Danger  of  Repentance  put 

off  till  Old  Age. 

He  cannot  be  otherwise  looked  on  than  as  a  very  unwise  man, 
that  having  made  a  burden  of  slicks,  and  finding  it  too  heavy  for 
his  shoulders,  should  lay  it  aside*  and  go  and  cut  down  more  and 
add  unto  it ;  and  he  little  better  than  a  madman,  that  having  a 
great  journey  to  go,  and  a  great  burden  to  carry,  and  having  choice 
of  many  lusty  horses,  should  let  them  all  pass  empty  away,  and 
lay  his  carriage  upon  a  poor  feeble  jade,  that  could  scarce  bear 
himself ;  and  he  also  none  of  the  wisest,  that  shall  neglect  to  pass 
over  the  ford  in  the  morning  when  ihe  water  is  low,  and  think  to 
go  over  it  at  night  when  the  banks  are  full.  Yet  such  are  all  they 
that  put  off  repentance  till  old  age,  that  think  to  serve  Satan  and 
their  youthful  lusts  with  full  dishes,  and  reserve  a  few  abject  scraps 
of  old  age  for  God's  table  ;  but  let  such  seriously  consider  whether 
it  will  be  easier  for  them  now  to  repent  and  amend  in  the  time  of 
their  youth,  than  hereafter  in  old  age  ;  now  in  health  than  here- 
after in  sickness  ;  now,  when  the  burden  of  their  sins  is  less,  than 
hereafter,  when  it  shall  be  greater ;  in  a  word,  now,  whilst  grace 
is  near,  or  when  it  shall  stand  at  a  further  distance.  In  the  midst 
of  delay  the  account  is  increased,  the  debt  augmented,  the  enemy 
more  strong,  themselves  more  feeble,  and  all  the  difficulties  of 
conversion  daily  more  and  more  multiplied  upon  them,  having  a 
day  more  to  repent  of,  and  a  day  less  to  repent  in. 

.tlf  lions,  ab  Avendan.  Com.  in  Matth.     Jacob  Merchantii  Hort.  Past.  Sera 
nimis  vita  est  crastina,  &°e.         Telle  moras,  nocuit  differre.  Lucan. 

1883.  The  Danger  of  Sleeping  out  Sermons. 

A  certain  maid  went  to  church  with  a  purpose  to  sleep  from  day 
to  day,  as  she  confessed  afterwards,  thinking  she  could  sleep  more 
sweetly  there  than  anywhere.  It  so  pleased  God,  that  one  night 
she  fell  into  a  dream,  and  imagined  herself  to  be  walking ;  two 
ways  were  presented  unto  her,  in  the  one  \va^  XYwiie.  ^tws, 
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tire,  that  way  she  would  not  go ;  the  other  way  she  took,  it  led  her 
by  the  church.  She  awaked  with  this  application  of  her  dream: 
That  she  had  been  wont  to  sleep  much  at  church,  and  if  she  did 
not  amend  that  fault  she  must  expect  no  other  but  hell-fire.  This 
dream  thus  applied  made  her  leave  sleeping  and  fall  to  hearing, 
and  from  hearing  to  believing  and  repenting.  Thus  it  is  that  hell 
is  made  for  sermon-sleepers,  torment  being  the  just  recompence 
of  sinful  ease,  that  they  who  sleep  when  they  should  awake  must 
make  account  to  awake  with  pain  when  they  would  be  at  rest. 

Joh.  Angier's  Iltlp  to  Better  Hearts,  £rv.       Cave,  serve  Dei,  tie  sit  somnus 
Urns  non  reparatio,  sed  spiritus  extinctio.    Greg.  Mor. 

1884.  Real  Thanksgiving  to  be  Made  unto 
God  for  Benefits  received. 

The  covetous  husbandman,  when  he  sees  a  plentiful  harvest 
toward,  or  the  merchant  a  good  return  in  trading,  they  will  per- 
haps afford  a  God  be-thanked ;  but  it  comes  off  so  poorly,  with 
such  a  squint-eyed  relation  to  their  profit,  that  a  man  may  easily 
perceive,  had  not  all  things  happened  aright,  He  should  have  little 
thanks  at  their  hands,  as  if  they  were  no  more  bound  to  give  God 
praise  than  He  to  give  them  present  benefit.  But  it  was  otherwise 
with  holy  Job ;  he  did  not  only  sacrifice  for  his  children  his  health 
and  wealth,  whilst  he  enjoyed  them,  but  when  they  were  taken 
away  from  him,  chap  i.  And  herein  a  good  man  imitates  the 
bells,  that  ring  as  pleasantly  at  a  funeral  as  at  a  wedding.  When 
it  goes  well  with  him  he  praiseth  the  mercy  of  God ;  when  ill  with 
him,  he  magnifies  His  justice,  he  is  thankful  in  all  conditions,  not 
slightly,  as  the  manner  of  the  world  is,  but  cheerfully,  and  with 
good  courage,  Psalm  xxxiii.  3. 

The.  Cheshire's  Serm.,  at  St  Paul's,  Land.,  1641.       Quando  bene  sibi  est, 
lam/at  misericoraiam  Dei,  quando  male  justitiam,  &•€. 

1 885.  Plots  and  Contrivances  of  the  IVicke 
turning  to  the  Good  of  God's  People. 

Tully  maketh  mention  of  one  Phereus  Jason,  whom  his  enemy 
running  through  with  a  sword,  intending  to  kill  him,  by  chance 
opened  an  impostume  in  his  body,  which  the  physicians  could  not 
by  any  means  cure.  Such  was  that  confederacy  of  Joseph's  breth- 
ren ;  they  sell  him  into  Egypt,  thought  all  cock-sure,  but  God  so 
ordered  it  that  the  wickedness  of  their  consultation  was  the  stirrup 
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whereby  he  mounted  into  greater  exaltation.  Gen.  xlv.  Thus 
it  is  that  all  the  plots  and  contrivances  of  wicked  men  shall  turn 
to  the  good  of  God's  people  ;  the  vexations,  troubles,  sorrows,  or 
any  affliction  whatsoever  wherewith  the  sons  of  Belial  are  wont 
and  do  usually  exercise  the  children  of  God,  are  but  so  many 
spurs  and  goads  in  their  sides  to  drive  them  on  to  their  heavenly 
Father.  And  though  by  His  permissive  providence  it  hath,  and 
doth  often  so  fall  out,  that  they  have  a  very  large  commission  to 
touch  their  bodies,  their  goods,  and  their  good  names,  nay,  their 
very  lives,  yet  all  shall  be  for  the  good  of  their  precious  and  im 
mortal  souls. 

Aug ,dt  Xat.  Deoruin,  Lib.  iii.      Ceilings'  Five  Lessons.     Dolor  hie  tibi proderit 
olim.    Ovidl  Amor.  iii. 

1886.  The  Sad  Effects  of  not  Giving  tmto 
God  His  due  Glory. 

It  was  the  frequent  affirmation  of  the  late  heroic  and  victorious 
King  of  Sweden,  that  he  feared  the  people's  ascribing  too  much  of 
that  glory  to  him  which  was  due  to  God,  would  remove  him  before 
the  work  was  finished.  And  for  aught,  as  any  man  knows,  it  was 
a  speech  too  prophetical.  Thus  it  is  that  there  is  not  any  way 
speedier  to  bring  judgments  upon  rulers  and  nations  than  when 
the  due  honour  shall  be  taken  from  God  and  ascribed  to  men, 
which  are  but  secondary,  subordinate  instruments  to  convey  them. 
It  is  the  only  way  to  forfeit  all  favours,  when  we  ascribe  too  much 
to  the  second  causes  and  too  little  to  the  first,  by  looking  more  to 
them  for  safety  than  to  Him  from  whom  all  deliverance  corueth. 

Will.  Hall,  a  Strm.  at  St  Bartholomew  the  Less,  1642.       De  omni  bono  appa- 
rent^ a  nobis  rt/erantur  soli  Deo  laudes.    Bern,  in  Cant, 

1887.  Invocation  of  Saints  and  Angsts  con- 
demned. 

Erasmus,  amongst  others  of  his  pleasant  conceits,  reporteth  a  story 
of  one  at  sea,  where  (as  their  manner  is)  every  man  in  a  wreck, 
flieth  to  his  saint,  as  it  were  a  tutelar  god  There  was  one,  saith 
he,  amongst  the  rest,  when  he  saw  the  present  and  imminent 
danger,  and  that  there  was  no  time  of  delay,  in  the  midst  of  his 
distraction  thought  with  himself  thus,  If  I  should  pray  to  St.  Nicho- 
las, it  is  uncertain  whether  he  hear  me,  and  it  may  be,  he  is  busy 
i.i  hearing  and  dispatching  somebody  else  ;  or  if  not  so,  yet  it  BMU] 
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as  my 


be,  he  cannot  have  so  speedy  access  to  mediate  for  me, 
present  necessity  requires.  I  will  therefore  take  the  safest  and  the 
surest  course,  and  go  directly  to  God  Himself  by  Christ  J  esus, 
according  to  that  of  the  psalmist  O  Thou  that  hearest  prayer, 
unto  Thee  shall  all  flesh  come,  Psal.  lxv.  3.  And  without  all 
doubt  it  is  a  manifest  derogation,  and  robbing  God,  even  of  His 
peculiar  right,  who  is  the  sole  hearer  of  His  people's  prayers,  when 
solemn  addresses  are  made  unto  saints  and  angels  by  way  of  in- 
vocation ;  there  being  no  warrant  in  all  the  Scriptures  for  the  same, 
as  Eckius  and  other  pontificians  do  confess.  Nay  more,  that  it  is 
the  safer  and  better  way  to  call  upon  God  only  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  as  another  of  them,  out  of  a  work  ascribed  to  St. 
Augustine,  concludes  the  question  thus,  Tutius  et  jucundius  loquor 
ad  meum  Jesum,  &>c,  More  safely  and  more  sweetly  do  I  speak 
in  prayer  to  my  Jesus  than  to  any  of  the  angels  or  saints  departed. 


Erasm.  in  Colloqu.  Philips'  Sertn.  at  Fevcrsham,  1 625.  Non  vaeat  exit 
rebut  adessejavi.      Chemnit.  Examen. page  3.      Auguslin.  de  Visitat.  infin 


1888.  Curious  Inquisitors  into  God's  Secre, 
deservedly  Punished. 

It  is  recorded  of  one  Sir  William  Champney  in  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  the  Third,  that  living  in  Tower  Street,  London,  he  was  the 
first  man  that  ever  builded  a  turret  on  the  top  of  his  house,  that 
he  might  the  better  overlook  all  his  neighbours ;  but  it  so  hap- 
pened that  not  long  after  he  was  struck  blind,  so  that  he  which 
would  see  more  than  others  saw  just  nothing  at  all ;  a  sad  judg- 
ment I  And  thus  it  is  just  with  God,  when  men  of  towering  hig 
thoughts  must  needs  be  prying  into  those  arcana  Dei,  the  riidde 
secrets  of  God,  that  they  should  be  struck  blind  on  the  place,  and 
come  tumbling  down  in  the  midst  of  their  so  curious  inquiry ;  at 
the  Ascension  of  Christ,  it  was  said  that  He  was  taken  up  in  a 
cloud  ;  being  entered  into  His  presence  chamber,  a  curtain,  as  it 
were,  was  drawn  to  hinder  His  disciples  gazing,  and  our  further 
peeping  ;  yet  for  all  that  a  man  may  be  fius  pulsator,  though  not 
temcrarius  scrutator,  he  may  modestly  knock  at  the  counsel  door 
of  God's  secrets,  but  if  he  enter  further  he  may  assure  himself 
be  more  bold  than  welcome. 


md 


y»h.  Stew's  Survey  of  London .  T.  Fuller's  Sermon  at  St.  Botolph's,  Bisho, 
gate,  Land.,  if 53.  C.Wir  Deus  occulta  esse  voluit  non  sunt  scruiam 
P/vsfxr. 
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1889.  God's  Comfortable  Appearance  to  His 

People  in  the  Hour  of  Death. 

Mr.  Derisg,  a  little  before  his  death,  being  raised  up  in  his 
bed,  and  seeing  the  sunshine,  was  desired  to  speak  his  mind,  said. 
There  is  but  one  sun  giveth  light  to  the  whole  world,  but  one 
righteousness,  one  communion  of  saints.  As  concerning  death, 
I  see  such  joy  of  spirit  that  if  I  should  have  pardon  of  life  on  the 
one  side,  and  sentence  of  death  on  the  other,  I  had  rather  choose 
a  thousand  times  to  die  than  to  live.  And  another,  one  Mr.  John 
Holland,  lying  on  the  point  of  death,  said,  What  brightness  do  I 
see  1  and  being  told  it  was  the  sunshine,  No,  saith  he,  my  Saviour 
shines.  Now  farewell  world,  welcome  heaven,  the  day-star  from 
on  high  hath  visited  me.  Preach  at  my  funeral,  God  dealeth  com- 
fortably and  familiarly  with  man  ;  I  feel  His  mercy,  I  see  His 
majesty,  whether  in  the  body  or  out  of  the  body  I  cannot  tell, 
God  He  knoweth,  but  I  see  things  that  are  unutterable.  Thus  it 
is  that  the  people  of  God  have  the  comfortable  appearance  of 
Himself  at  the  time  of  their  dissolution,  the  door  of  heaven  stand- 
ing then  as  it  were  ajar,  they  are  ravished  with  the  very  glimpse  of 
those  things  that  are  at  God's  right  hand.  Whether  they  look  up 
to  God  whom  they  have  offended,  or  downward  upon  hell  which 
they  have  deserved,  backward  upon  sins  committed,  forward  upon 
judgments  to  be  feared,  the  Spirit  helpeth  their  infirmities,  Christ 
intercedeth  for  them,  and  God  standeth  by  with  the  arms  of  His 
mercy  ready  open  to  receive  them. 

■S.  Clark  in  Vila.  S.  Prices  Serm.  in  Shropshire,  an  Rev.  vii.  17.  Pretbsa 
i,me  sanctorum  mors  est,  tanqnam  vita  januii,  tt  pcrfccLe  securitatis  in- 
gressus.    Bern,  in  Cant. 

1890.  A  Good  Man  Denominated  from  the 

Goodness  of  his  Heart. 

It  is  one  of  Aristode's  axioms,  that  the  goodness  or  badness  of 
anything  is  denominated  from  its  principle  ;  hence  it  is  that  we 
call  that  a  good  tree  that  hath  a  good  root,  that  a  good  house  that 
hath  a  good  foundation,  that  good  money  that  is  made  of  good 
metal,  that  good  cloth  that  is  made  of  good  wool.  But  a  good 
man  is  not  so  called,  because  he  hath  good  hands,  a  good  head, 
good  words,  a  good  voice,  and  all  the  lineaments  of  his  body  similar 
and  composed,  as  it  were  in  a  geometrical  symmetry,  but  beK.'aasK. 
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he  hath  a  good  heart,  good  affections,  good  principles  of  gr 
wnereby  all  the  faculties  both  of  body  and  soul  are  always  " 
posture  of  readiness  to  offer  up  themselves  a  living  and  accepta 
sacrifice  unto  God  Almighty. 

Gee.  Vetterus  in  Psnhn  li.         Laconid  quotia  bonum  pttttdam  ■ahum  com 
tlarevoluntt  Dtviuus  hkvir,aiunt.    fluto  in  Men. 

1 89 1.  Faith  and  Repentance  to  be  Daily  /?i 
newed  and  Increased. 


i  by 

nee, 
put 


As  the  natural  life  of  man  doth  consist  upon  that  which  by  the 
physicians  is  called  humor  radical  is  and  calor  naluraiis,  natural 
heat  and  radical  moisture ;  for  indeed  all  life  is  sustained  b; 
motion,  and  motion  is  between  contrarieties :  so  in  the  life  s 
tual,  there  must  be  of  necessity  two  contrary  qualities  ;  repentan 
continually  to  put  off  our  own  unrighteousness,  and  faith  to  pu 
on  Christ's,  the  one  to  work  upon  the  other,  so  to  preserve  life  by 
motion  ;  not  to  sit  down  with  those  anabaptistical,  and  fanatic 
spirits  that  limit  a  certain  time  for  sorrow  and  repentance  ;  for  the 
best  of  us  all  are  but  leaking  vessels,  and  we  must  ply  the  pump 
daily  for  fear  of  drowning,  as  long  as  there  is  excess  of  evil  and 
defect  of  good  within  us,  repentance  must  be  renewed  and  faith 
increased  daily,  death  only  being  the  end  and  compliment  of  our 
repentance  and  mortification,  even  as  our  resurrection  shall  be  the 
period  and  ultimate  of  our  faith  and  vivification. 

J.  Case,  Strtn.  0/  Repentance,  1616.       Nemo  potest  esse  tarn  prttdens  ettiri 
spectus,  nt  uliquando  non  iabatur,  ergo  re/erat  pedem,  isv.  Lactant, 


1892.  To  be  much  more  Careful  of  the  Soul 
than  Body. 

It  was  provided  in  the  Old  law,  that  the  weight  of  the  sanctu 
Exod.  xxx.  13.  should  be  double  to  the  ordinary  weight,  and 
the  shekel  of  the  sanctuary  should  be  worth  as  much  again  as 
of  the  commonwealth,  which  was  valued  at  fifteen  pence, 
all  this  to  hint  out  unto  us  that  God  must  have  double  weight  in 
matters  that  appertain  unto  Him  in  the  salvation  of  our  so 
double  care,  double  diligence,  that  is  twice  as  much  care  of 
souls  as  of  our  bodies,  begging  oftener  for  spiritual  than  tern 
things.    Hence  is  it  that  there  is  in  the  Lord's  prayer  but 
petition  for  earthly  things,  and  two  for  heavenly,  linked  as  it 
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together ;  but  one  for  daily  bread,  and  two  for  pardon  of  sins  and 
graces  to  fight  against  them.  ■ 

Neh.  Rogers'  Practical  Catechism.      Steph.  Menochius  de  Rep.  Heb.  Lib.  vii. 

cap.  It. 

1893.  The  Crown  of  Perseverance. 

St.  Ckrysostom  makes  mention  of  the  women  of  Corinth,  who 
had  a  custom  to  set  up  lights  or  tapers  at  the  birth  of  every  child, 
with  proper  names,  and  look  what  name  the  taper  bare  which 
lasted  longest  in  the  burning,  they  transferred  that  name  to  the 
child.  But  the  Lord  doth  put  up  a  perpetual  burning  lamp  to  be 
as  a  monument  for  all  those  that  shall  persevere  in  well-doing  to 
the  end.  It  is  not  enough  to  begin  in  the  spirit,  and  end  in  the 
flesh  ;  it  is  not  for  him  that  runneth,  but  for  him  that  runneth  so, 
that  runneth  to  the  end,  that  persevereth,  that  the  crown  is  re- 
served. It  is  he  that  shall  eat  of  the  hidden  manna,  he  that  shall 
have  the  white  stone,  and  in  the  stone  a  new  name  written,  which 
no  man  knoweth,  saving  he  that  receiveth  it,  Rev.  ii.  17. 

Chrysost.  ffomil.  in  I  Cor.  iv.        Dan.  Prie/i  Sena,  at  Spital,  1617.  Non 
pugnanti  sed  vincenti  corona.  Augustin. 

1894.  How  to  Discover  our  Thoughts  in 
Preparation  to  Prayer. 

n  the  Levitical  law,  things  that  crept  upon  all  fours  were  forbid- 
den, yet  if  they  had  feet  to  leap  withal,  they  were  judged  to  be 
clean,  Levit.  xi.  21.  Even  so,  howsoever  some  of  our  thoughts 
are  taken  up  about  the  things  of  this  world,  our  trades  and  busi- 
ness, yet  if  we  have  legs  to  leap  up  with,  that  we  can  raise  up  our 
hearts  to  God  and  better  things,  when  we  come  to  pray,  and  pro- 
strate ourselves  before  Him,  it  is  not  to  be  condemned,  they  may 
pass  for  clean  well  enough.  But  if  they  always  creep  on  the 
ground,  if  never  raised  higher  than  the  earth,  if  no  good  thoughts 
of  God,  if  no  looking  up  to  better  things  ;  then,  without  doubt 
they  are  unclean,  not  legally  unclean  as  the  beasts  were,  but  really 
unclean  in  the  sight  of  God  and  His  holy  angels. 


Pier,  liu  Moulin,  tie  C  Amour  de  Dieu.       Ibi  maxime  oportct  ohservare  petcatum 
ubi  nasri  Met.     Vid.  in  cogitationibus,  &°c,  Hitrtm.  in  Ep.  ad  Dtmcl. 
VOL.  II.  1^ 
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1895.  Wherein  the  True  Knowledge  oj 
Christ  consisteth. 

Mary,  when  she  went  in  quest  of  her  Saviour,  stopped  not  at  the 
empty  monument,  but  searches  and  follows  Him  so  far,  that  she 
discovered  Him  under  the  disguise  of  a  gardener,  and  then  casting 
herself  at  His  feet,  takes  possession  of  Him,  with  this  acclamation, 
Rabboni,  which  is  in  effect  as  much  as  Thomas'  congratulation, 
My  Lord  and  my  God,  John  xx.  28.  Thus  it  is,  that  true  know- 
ledge doth  not  always  hunt  objects  at  the  view,  nor  doth  it  stop 
at  the  numerous  effects  wrought  by  the  Creator.  It  is  not  a  shal- 
low or  superficial  knowledge  that  God  is,  in  a  general  considera- 
tion, the  cause  of  all  things,  a  Creator  at  large,  but  in  a  Dearer, 
my  God,  my  Creator ;  so  that  religion  and  faith  are  but  airy, 
empty  sounds,  if  a  man  possess  nothing  of  them  beyond  the 
words  ;  the  fruit  of  either  consists  in  their  application.  'Tis  true 
that  Christ  is  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  so  much  I  know  ;  but  this 
is  a  useless  truth  to  me  if  my  knowledge  teach  no  further,  unless 
my  faith  entitle  me  to  Him,  and  by  appropriating  His  work  be 
able  to  call  Him  my  Lord,  my  God,  my  Kedeemer,  &c. 

H.  King's  Serm.  at  Court,  1626.       Hat  tota  at  scientia  komims,  scire  j 
ipse  nihil  est  per  se,  et  quuquid  ex  Deo  est,  et  propter  Deum  at. 


in  Psal.  lxx. 


tit 


1896.  To  Beware  how  we  Come  into  the  De< 

of  Sin. 

A  wary  discreet  traveller,  when  he  comes  to  his  inn,  calls  for  no 
more  than  he  means  to  pay  for,  though  he  see  a  great  deal  of  good 
cheer  before  him  in  the  house,  yet  he  considers  how  far  his  purse 
will  reach,  otherwise  if  he  calls  in  for  all  he  sees,  and  never  take 
any  thought  of  the  reckoning,  he  shall  not  only  run  into  a  great 
deal  of  disgrace,  but  of  danger  also.  So  fareth  it  with  most  men 
in  taking  up  more  than  they  are  able  to  pay  for ;  but  let  every 
good  man,  howsoever  he  sees  a  number  of  goodly  things  in  this 
world,  which  may  allure  him  and  set  his  desires  on  fire,  causing 
expense  both  of  time  and  money,  be  careful  how  he  comes  into 
debt,  especially  the  debt  of  sin,  the  worst  of  all  other ;  for  though 
by  death  he  may  be  out  of  the  usurer's  hand,  yet  death  cannot  free 
him  from  the  debt  of  sin,  neither  can  he  escape  out  of  th 
:  a  just  and  all-knowing  God, 

SmM's  Essex  Dove.       Stultus  est  debitor  qui  gaudens  peciinias  actip 
tcmfus  quo  rctUut  debiat  uon  attendit.    Greg,  itt  Moral. 
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1897.  Infant  Baptism  asserted. 

Aristotle  was  so  precise  in  admitting  scholars  to  his  moral  lec- 
tures, that  he  would  first  have  them  past  their  wardship,  as  think- 
ing that  their  green  capacities  would  not  be  mellow  enough  for  his 
ethic  till  thirty  at  least ;  but  Christ  our  Master  was  of  another 
mind,  His  Sinite parvulos,  Suffer  little  ones  to  come  unto  me,  and 
forbid  them  not,  Mark  x.  14,  encouraged  parents  and  supervisors 
of  children  to  enrol  them  in  His  bands,  His  church,  before  they 
were  masters  of  so  much  tongue  as  to  name  Christ ;  well  knowing, 
that  though  their  narrow  apprehensions  could  not  reach  the  high 
mysteries  of  faith,  yet  in  a  few  years  their  understandings  being 
elevated  with  their  statures,  would  grow  up  to  them,  and  the  acces- 
sion of  a  little  time  digest  those  precepts  which  their  infancy  drew 
in,  into  the  constant  habit  of  a  good  life,  not  bowing  themselves 
into  any  crooked  postures  of  error,  not  forgetting  that  straight  form 
into  which  their  first  education  brought  them. 

/«  Lib.  viii.  Polit.  H.  King's  Serm.  at  Court,  1626.  Si  proto  qui  re- 
sponded potest,  alius  respondeat,  non  tantum  valet;  ex  qua  regvla  Mud 
Evangelu  dictum  est  :  Aitatem  habet,  ipse  pro  se  lotjuatur.  Aug:  dt  Bap- 
tism. 

1898.  Grace  to  be  Communicated. 

If  a  man  had  a  thousand  tuns  of  wine  stored  up  in  a  cellar,  which 
he  had  no  use  of,  but  should  be  kept  up  close,  what  were  any  man 
the  better  for  it  1  but  if  he  would  make  a  large  cistern,  and  turn 
out  a  conduit  cock  into  the  street,  that  every  one  that  passed  by 
might  be  refreshed,  then  would  they  commend  his  bounty,  and  be 
very  thankful  unto  him.  So  when  it  hath  pleased  God  of  His 
goodness  to  afford  us  the  graces  of  His  holy  Spirit,  and  we  should 
keep  them  to  ourselves,  not  being  profitable  to  any  in  the  commu- 
nication of  them,  it  would  be  matter  of  rebuke  and  reproach  until 
we  let  the  cock  run,  until  we  tell  others  what  God  hath  done  for 
our  souls  ;  for  grace  like  oil  is  of  a  diffusive  nature,  like  Mary's 
box  of  ointment  which  she  brought  unto  Christ,  that  filled  all  the 
house  with  the  sweet  scent  thereof,  Matth.  xxvi.  7  ;  so  that  God 
smells  the  favour,  and  others  receive  good  thereby. 


Aloys  Kovarini  Tractat.  Tkcologici.  torn  il.       Omne bonum  sui  diffusmum. 
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1 899.  To  be  Patient  under  A fflictions,  becau 
they  will  have  an  end. 

As  an  apprentice  holds  out  in  hard  labour,  and  (it  may  be)  bad 
usage  for  seven  years  together  or  more,  and  in  all  that  time  is  ser- 
viceable to  his  master  without  any  murmuring  or  repining,  because 
he  sees  that  the  time  wears  away,  and  that  his  bondage  will  not 
last  always,  but  he  shall  be  set  at  large,  and  made  a  freeman  in 
the  conclusion.  Thus  should  every  one  that  groaneth  under  the 
burden  of  any  cross  or  affliction  whatsoever,  bridle  his  affections, 
possess  his  soul  in  patience,  and  cease  from  all  murmuring  and 
repining  whatsoever,  considering  well  with  himself,  that  the  rod 
of  the  wicked  shall  not  always  rest  upon  the  lot  of  the  righteous  ; 
that  weeping  may  abide  at  evening,  but  joy  cometh  in  the 
ing ;  and  the  troubles  will  have  an  end,  and  not  continue  for 


Web,  Com.  in  2  Peter.       Dalnt  Dtus  hit  quoquc fintm.  Virgil. 


1900.  Every  Man  to  Find  out  the  Impedi- 
ments of  Repentance  in  himself. 

They  who  have  water  running  home  in  conduit  pipes  to  their 
houses,  as  soon  as  they  find  a  want  of  that  which  their  neighbours 
have  in  abundance,  by  and  bye  they  search  into  the  causes,  run 
to  the  conduit-head,  or  take  up  the  pipes  to  see  where  they  be 
stopped,  or  what  is  the  defect,  that  so  they  may  be  supplied  ac- 
cordingly. Even  so  must  every  man  do,  when  he  finds  that  the 
grace  of  repentence  flows  into  other  men's  hearts,  and  hath  no 
recourse  or  access  into  his  soul,  by  and  bye  sit  down  and  search 
himself  what  the  cause  should  be.  where  the  remora  is  that  stays 
the  course,  where  the  rub  lies  which  stoppeth  the  grace  of  repen- 
tance in  him,  seeing  they  that  live  (it  may  be)  in  the  same  house, 
sit  at  the  same  table,  lie  in  the  same  bed,  they  can  be  penitent  for 
their  sins,  sorry  that  they  have  offended  God,  and  so  complain  in 
bitterness  of  soul  for  their  sins  ;  but  he  that  had  the  same  means, 
the  same  occasions,  more  sins  to  be  humbled  for,  more  time  to 
repent,  and  more  motives  to  draw  him  to  the  duty,  is  not  yet 
moved  with  the  same,  nor  any  way  affected  with  the  sense  of  sin ; 
this  must  needs  be  matter  of  high  concernment  to  look  about  him. 


A'e&em.  Rogers*  Practical  Catechism, 
te,  et  ream  te  constituito  ante  te,  fir* 


Jn  tribunal  mentis  tiur  ascende 
Aug.  de  Utilit.  Agend.  Peeniten 
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1 90 1.  Murmuring  at  God's  Doings,  the 
Prejudice  thereof. 

It  is  reported  of  CEesar,  that  having  prepared  a  great  feast  for  his 
nobles  and  friends  of  all  degrees,  it  so  falling  out  that  the  day  was 
extremely  foul,  that  nothing  could  be  done  to  the  honour  of  the 
meeting  with  comfort,  he  was  much  displeased,  and  so  far  en- 
raged at  present,  that  he  willed  all  them  that  had  bows,  to  shoot 
3  their  arrows  at  Jupiter  (then  their  chief  god)  as  in  defiance  of 
m  for  that  rainy  weather  ;  which  when  they  accordingly  did,  the 
iows  fell  short  of  heaven,  and  fell  upon  their  own  heads,  so  that 
ny  of  them  were  very  sorely  wounded.  Even  so  do  our  mutter- 
ng  and  murmuring  words,  either  for  this  or  that,  which  God 
sendeth,  they  hurt  not  Him  at  all,  but  return  upon  our  own  pates, 
d  wound  both  deeply  and  dangerously. 

Stneca.       Discat  non  murmi/ra^f  qui  mala  patitur,  6v.    Irid.  tit  Sum. 
Bono.  Lib.  iil. 

1902.  Gospel  Invitation  to  Comfort. 

A  PARTY  of  the  Syrian  host,  as  they  were  foraging  about,  light  upon 
a  little  Hebrew  maid  ;  they  brought  her  to  Naaraan,  their  com- 
mander-in-chief, he  bestows  her  upon  his  wife  ;  the  girl  perceiving 
that  he  was  infected  with  leprosy,  said  unto  her  mistress,  Would  to 
God  my  lord  were  with  the  prophet  that  is  in  Samaria,  he  would 
soon  deliver  him  of  his  leprosy,  2  Kings  v.  3.  Such  is  the  voice  of 
the  Gospel  to  every  unrepentant  sinner,  O  that  you  would  come 
unto  Christ,  seek  after  Him  by  a  lively  faith  and  repentance  for 
your  sins,  He  would  deliver  you  from  the  threatenings  of  the  law, 
and  release  you  of  those  impossible  conditions,  which  you  are 
there  bound  unto ;  He  hath  conquered  death  and  hell  for  your 
sakes,  paid  the  ransom  for  your  sins,  and  in  the  end  by  His  re- 
demption, will  bring  you  to  life  everlasting. 

L.  Staiabon,  Moralia  in  Passionem  Christi. 

1903.  The  Moderate  Use  of  IVorldly  Things. 

Pliny  maketh  mention  of  cranes,  that  being  about  to  fly  over  the 
seas,  they  take  up  stones  in  their  feet,  and  sand  in  their  throats,  to 
DOMe  them  against  the  wind,  and  as  they  come  near  the  land,  by 
t  itle  and  httle  cast  them  down,  so  lightening  tUcmsfeVvts,  x\vax 
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desired  shore  seeth  the  last  stone  not  taken  away,  but  let 
Thus  it  is  that  good  men  use  the  world  as  if  they  used  it  not,  they 
lake  up  the  care  of  riches  as  a  viaticum  to  serve  them  in  this  life  ; 
they  know  that  enough  is  useful,  too  much  a  burden,  and  therefore, 
as  they  come  nearer  and  nearer  to  their  desired  rest,  they  more 
and  more  disburden  themselves,  and  cast  off  everything  that  hin- 
ilereth  in  their  way  thither. 

Nat.  Hist.,  Lib.  X.  cap.  23  Quanta  feticior  hie  qui  Nil  cuptrel  quam  qm 

totum  sibi poscerct  urban,  yuvettnl. 

1904.  The  Work  of  the  Law  preceding  the 
Work  of  the  Gospel. 

Ira  man  have  a  corrupt  and  dangerous  sore  in  his  flesh,  if  he  will 
be  cured,  or  prevent  the  danger  of  a  gangrene,  he  must  prepare 
himself  both  for  trouble,  pain,  and  many  other  inconveniences, 
as  first  the  lancing  of  it,  then  the  cutting  and  squeezing  out  the 
filthy  and  corrupt  matter,  then  corrosives  to  eat  out  the  proud 
flesh,  and  lastly,  if  need  be,  searing  and  cauterising,  before  any 
healing  plaster  be  applied.  Even  so,  in  the  spiritual  healing  of 
our  sins,  the  work  of  the  law  must  precede  the  work  of  the  Gospel : 
first,  that  of  the  law  to  humble  us,  then  that  of  the  Gospel  to 
comfort  us  ;  before  there  be  any  obtaining  of  pardon,  any  comfort 
in  the  hope  of  redemption,  the  law  must  take  us  in  hand,  search 
our  frailty,  lance  our  sins,  squeeze  out  the  corruption  of  our 
natures,  make  us  cry  and  roar  again  with  the  smart  of  our  wounds. 
And  then  it  is  that  the  gentle  cataplasms  of  the  Gospel  may  be 
applied,  and  the  comforts  of  remission  ministered  unto  us  from 
the  physician  and  surgeon  of  our  souls,  Christ  Jesus. 

Tho.  de  Truglllo,  Thaaur.  Ceticionat.        Dtilcia  non  meruit  qui  non  guibivit 

amara. 

1905.  Divisions  in  Church  and  State  to  be 
Prevented. 

Tacitus,  in  the  life  of  Agricola  his  father-in-law,  describing  the 
figure,  form,  fashion,  complexion,  chivalry,  and  resolution  of  the 
Britons  in  that  time,  observeth  this  also,  that  they  were  then 
drawn  into  petty  partialities  and  factions ;  and  the  greatest  help 
the  Romans  had,  adversus  validissimas  genta  (as  he  calls  our 
■  nation,),  was,  that  they  had  no  common  council,  they  di 
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consult  together,  but  each  city  fought  against  their  neighbours,  et 
ita  dum  singuli  pugnant,  universi  vincuntur,  (ihey  are  his  own 
words,)  whilst  one  by  one  fighteth,  all  are  subdued.  And  it  is 
much  to  be  feared,  that  the  Romans  are  again  entering  our  land, 
they  expect  an  advantageous  success  by  our  home-bred  factions 
and  divisions,  so  that  the  pope  may  well  be  said  never  to  have 
had  hopes  of  a  greater  harvest  in  England  ;  for  how  can  it  other- 
wise be  1  how  shall  the  church  of  Christ,  the  body  of  Christ,  the 
household  of  faith,  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  upon  earth  stand,  if 
there  be  so  many  sisers  and  concisors,  and  cutters  and  carvers  of 
her  members  ? 

D.  Print's  Serm.  at  St  James's  before  Prince  Henry.  1608.  W.  L-  C.  at  tie 
time  of  his  death.  Et  seism  gaudens  vadit  discord ia  pollens.  Virg. 
AZneid,  viii. 

1906.  Sorrow  for  Sin  must  be  in  Particulars. 

Physicians  meeting  with  diseased  bodies,  when  they  find  a  gene- 
ral distemperature,  they  labour  by  all  the  art  they  can  to  draw  the 
humour  to  another  place,  and  then  they  break  it,  and  bring  out 
all  the  corruptions  that  way  ;  all  which  is  done  for  the  better  ease 
of  the  patient  Even  so  must  all  of  us  do  when  we  have  a  general 
and  confused  sorrow  for  our  sins ;  i.  labour  as  much  as  may  be 
to  draw  them  into  particulars ;  as  to  say,  In  this  and  in  this,  at 
such  and  such  a  time,  on  such  an  occasion,  and  in  such  a  place,  I 
have  sinned  against  my  God  ;  for  it  is  not  enough  for  a  man  to  be 
sorrowful  in  the  general,  because  he  is  a  sinner ;  but  he  must  draw 
himself  out  into  particulars,  in  what  manner,  and  with  what  sins 
he  hath  displeased  God,  otherwise,  dolus  latet  in  gentralibus,  he 
may  deceive  his  own  soul. 

ftieronym.  Guadalupens.  Com  in  Hoseam.  Nemo  dicat  oeeulte :  Pans- 
tcntiam  ago  apttd  sDeum,  noz>U  Dens  qui  me  agttoscit,  &c.  Aug.  de  Cura 
MUX, 

1907.  Perseverance  in  Goodness  enjoined. 

It  is  said  of  Hannibal,  that  notwithstanding  the  rough  rocks  and 
craggy  cliffs  of  the  Alps,  he  proceeded  onward  in  his  design  for 
Italy,  with  this  resolution,  Viam  inveniam  attt faciam,  I  will  either 
find  or  make  a  way,  that  is  the  terminus  ad  quern,  and  thither  I 
will  go.  Thus  it  is,  that  God  being  Alpha  and  Omega,  He  will 
have  His  servants  lo  run  from  a  to  10,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
in  the  constant  profession  of  the  faith.    They  thaX  raNtex.^ 
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to  be  preserved  in  Jerusalem  were  distinguished  by  the  char 
n,  which  is  the  last  of  all  the  Hebrew  letters,  teaching  them  that 
they  must  run  their  race  even  to  the  last,  that  their  profession  must 
be  sacrament um  militare ;  or  like  to  that  in  the  covenant  of  mar- 
riage, till  death  us  do  part ;  with  the  spouse  in  the  Canticles, 
iii.  4,  not  to  leave  their  hold ;  with  Mary  Magdalene,  to  stand, 
wait,  and  stay  at  the  sepulchre,  John  xx.ii;  and  with  the  woman 
of  Canaan,  to  cry,  and  continue  in  crying,  Matth.  xv.  22.  And 
why  1  because  that  as  they  have  heaped  sin  upon  sin,  and  drawn 
the  threads  thereof  so  big,  so  long,  till  they  made  them  cords  of 
vanity,  and  after  wreathed  those  cords  till  they  became  cart-ropes 
of  iniquity,  Isa.  v.  18,  so  that  now,  being  called  into  sanctification 
(there  being  always  in  Christianity  to  XouroV,  a  furthermore,)  they 
should  increase  more  and  more  from  faith  to  faith,  from  virtue  to 
virtue,  crying  out  with  St  Paul,  Nondum  apprehendi,  I  have  not  yet 
attained,  &c,  Phil.  ijj.  12. 

Sir  Walt.  Raleigh's  Hist,  of  tlie  World.       J.  Menoch,  Com.  in  Etek.  ix.  4. 
P^rscverandum  est  et  itssiduo  studio  robur  addendum,  6v. 

1908.  Sorrow  for  Sin  must  be  Proportionable. 

Hk  that  falleth  into  the  midst  of  a  deep  river,  must  labour  and  take 
more  pains  to  get  out,  than  he  that  fell  in  but  at  the  brink  thereof, 
the  one  must  swim  hard  for  it ;  whereas  the  other  catching  hold 
upon  the  bank,  or  something  else  growing  thereupon,  more  easily 
draweth  himself  out.  Thus,  if  we  fall  into  great  sins,  it  must  and 
will  cost  us  more  sorrow  and  tears,  than  if  we  fell  into  less  ;  Ma- 
nasses'  sin  was  great,  and  his  sorrow  was  proportionable,  2  Chron. 
xxxiii.  12;  Peter's  sin  was  great,  and  his  sorrow  was  suitable, 
Matth.  xxvi.  75  ;  so  must  ours  be,  if  our  sins  be  many  and  great, 
our  sorrow  must  be  so  much  the  greater;  if  but  few  and  little  our 
sorrow  may  be  the  less,  and  we  sooner  attain  the  peace  of  con- 
science. 

Marcd.  de  Pise,  Encyclofad.  Tluolog. 

1909.  Non-proficiency  in  the  Ways  of  God  and 

Religion  condemned. 

Sir  Thomas  More  makes  mention  of  a  drowsy  devoted  monk  in 
his  time,  who  in  his  quotidian  devotions  was  wont  to  say  the  first 
day,  Gloria  Patri ;  the  second,  et  Filio;  the  third,  et  Spiritui 
v-mc/o;  and  in  the  end  it  was,  Sicut  in  principio,  doubling  over  his 
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orisons,  not  much  unlike  to  the  ignorant  countryman,  that  yawn- 
ing out  his  thoughts  unto  God,  unbuttons  his  doublet  with, 
Our  Father  which  art  in  Heaven,  and  steps  into  his  bed  with, 
I  believe  in  God  the  Father  Almighty,  never  labouring  to  under- 
stand what  the  one  or  the  other  meaneth.  This  is  to  be  like 
the  sun  in  Joshua's  time,  that  stood  still  :  or  rather  the  sun 
in  Hezekiah's  time,  that  went  backward  ;  or  Fabia  in  Quintilian, 
who  for  thirty  years  together  would  not  confess  that  he  was  one 
year  older.  But  God  cannot  abide  such  halting  in  His  service, 
any  such  delaying  in  religion,  any  such  loitering  in  profession,  any 
such  limits  in  Christian  profession  ;  He  cannot  but  distaste  any 
snail-like  withdrawing,  any  piece-like  recoiling,  any  hypocritical 
feigning,  any  wearisome  fainting,  any  dial-like  staying,  any  pool- 
like standing,  any  Ephraimite  starting,  any  foolish-virgin  neglect- 
ing, or  any  drowsy-apostle  sleeping. 

Dan.  Price' s  Stmt,  at  St.  Jama's,  before  Prince  Henry,  1608.      Nan  progrcdi 

est  regredi. 

19 10.  To  be  Patient  at  the  time  of  Death, 
and  why  so. 

It  is  well  known  that  when  a  gaoler  knocks  off  a  prisoner's  bolts, 
fetters,  and  irons,  that  the  constant  wearing  them  hath  put  him  to 
a  great  deal  less  pain  than  the  knocking  of  them  off  doth  at  the 
present ;  yet  though  every  blow  go  to  the  very  heart  of  him,  he 
never  sways  at  it,  but  is  quiet  and  well-contented,  because  he 
knows  that  the  pain  will  make  a  compensation  for  the  ease  that 
he  shall  afterwards  enjoy.  Thus  it  is  that  all  men  here  in  this 
world  lie  fettered  and  gyved  with  the  bolts  and  irons  of  mortality 
and  sin,  in  which  case  it  may  be,  when  God  comes  to  knock  off 
those  irons  by  death,  that  they  feel  more  pain  and  extremity  than 
before ;  yet  because  this  brings  to  ease  and  everlasting  rest,  let 
them  be  patient  in  this  the  time  of  their  dissolution. 

Xeliem.  Roger?  Practical  Catechism .       Mors  ultima  p,cna  est,  Nec 
meltienda  viris.  Lucan. 

191 1.  How  it  is  that  Wicked  Men  are  said 
to  be  none  of  God's  Children. 

As  in  nature,  when  children  are  neither  in  outward  feature  of  the 
body,  nor  inward  quality  of  the  mind,  like  to  thevc  ^ax<so.\s>,  ^Vvia. 
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begat  and  brought  them  forth,  we  say  that  such  children  degener- 
ate and  grow  out  of  kind  ;  neither  can  they  be  outwardly  judged 
to  belong  to  their  parents,  by  reason  of  that  great  dissimilitude, 
and  unlikeness  of  manners :  even  so,  when  we  see  men  in  the 
world,  walking  in  bye-paths  of  their  own,  and  no  way  like  to  their 
Heavenly  Father,  in  holiness  and  righteousness,  no  way  resem- 
bling Him  which  hath  begot  them  in  Christ,  in  doing  of  good,  we 
may  (and  that  justly)  say  of  such  that  they  degenerate,  and  grow 
out  of  kind,  that  they  do  not  patrissare,  tread  in  their  Father's 
steps,  going  about  always  doing  of  good  after  the  example  of  Jesus 
Christ,  their  elder  brother. 

y.  Peek.',  a  Sermon  at  St.  Mary's,  Spital,  1 624.         Indc  tu  mirarit  sifatrisset 

filiusl   Plaxtt.  in  Pseudolo. 


191 2.  Things  Unlawful  not  to  be  Asked  of 
God  in  Prayer. 

It  is  written  of  Vitellius  the  emperor,  that  one  of  his  friends  being 
denied  a  petition  that  was  not  reasonable,  waxed  angry  and  said 
unto  him,  What  avails  me  thy  friendship,  seeing  I  cannot  obtain 
that  which  I  crave  1  Whereunto  the  emperor  replied,  And  what 
is  thy  friendship  to  me,  if  for  thee  I  must  do  that  which  is  unlaw- 
ful 1  Now,  if  such  equity  hath  been  found  in  roan,  what  shall  we 
think  of  our  God  1  With  what  face  dare  we  seek  that  from  God, 
which  is  not  lawful  to  be  given  ?  Hence  it  is  that  many  times  we 
ask  and  get  not,  because  we  ask  amiss,  and  not  for  the  right  end  ; 
whereas  did  we  ask  in  faith,  we  should  be  sure  to  have  that  thing 
which  we  desire  or  a  better,  James  iv.  2. 

Corn.  Ntpos  in  Vita  Vitdlii.        Despiciuntttr  orationes  leva,  plena  rcrum  1 
poralium,  &c.  Prosper, 


191 3.  God  alone  more  Powerful  than  all  the 
Enemies  of  the  World. 

Antigontjs,  King  of  Syria,  being  ready  to  give  battle  near  the  Isle 
of  Andros,  sent  out  a  squadron  to  watch  the  motions  of  his  enemies, 
and  to  descry  their  strength  ;  return  was  made  that  they  had  more 
ships,  and  better  manned  than  he  was.  How,  says  Antigonus, 
that  cannot  be,  quam  multis  meipsum  oppottis  1  for  how  many 
doest  thou  reckon  me  1  intimating  that  the  dignity  of  a  general 
weighed  down  many  others,  especially  vfhen  poised  with  valour 
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and  experience.  And  where  is  valonr  t  where  is  experience  to  be 
found,  if  not  in  God  J  He  is  the  Ix>rd  of  Hosts,  with  Him  alone 
is  strength  and  power  to  deliver  Israel  out  of  all  her  troubles  ;  He 
may  do  it,  He  can  do  it,  He  will  do  it,  He  is  wise  in  heart  and 
mighty  in  strength,  Job  ix.  4 ;  besides  Him  there  is  no  Saviour, 
Isaiah  xliii.  1 1,  no  deliverer;  He  is  a  shield  to  the  righteous,  Psalm 
v.  12,  strength  to  the  weak,  a  refuge  to  the  oppressed,  He  is  instar 
omnium,  all  in  all,  and  who  is  like  unto  Him  in  all  the  world  1 

PitUarch  in  Ptlopida.        ,  Mallh.  Stiles'  Sermon  before  the  Artillery, 
Lond.,  :627. 

19 14.  Charity  to  be  IVell  Ordered. 

Moses  being  commanded  of  God  to  make  an  holy  anointing  oil, 
Exod.  xxx.  23,  was  to  take  a  certain  quantity  of  some  principal  spices, 
such  as  myrrh,  cinnamon,  calamus,  and  cassia,  then  to  compound 
them  after  the  art  of  the  apothecary.  And  thus  it  is,  that  the  oil  of 
our  charity  must  be  rightly  ordered;  every  Christian  alms-giver  must 
be  a  kind  of  spiritual  apothecary.  First,  his  alms  must  be  like 
myrrh,  which  distils  from  the  tree  without  cutting  or  the  least  in- 
cision, so  his  charity  to  be  free  without  the  least  compulsion. 
Secondly,  cinnamon,  hot  in  taste  and  hot  in  operation,  so  his  alms, 
neither  stone-cold  as  Nabal,  nor  lukewarm  as  Laodicea,  but  hot ; 
as  it  was  said  of  Dorcas,  that  she  was  full  of  good  works.  Thirdly, 
cassia,  as  sweet  as  the  former,  but  growing  low,  the  emblem  of 
humility,  so  giving,  but  not  vain-gloriously.  Lastly,  calamus,  an 
odoriferous  powder,  but  of  a  fragile  reed  ;  so  giving,  but  acknow- 
ledging his  weakness,  thinking  it  no  way  meritorious  ;  for  Pericu- 
losti  domus  torum  qui  meritis  sperant,  saith  St.  Bernard,  Dangerous 
is  the  state  of  that  house  which  thinks  to  win  heaven  by  keeping 
house,  &c. 

J.  Reeks,  a  Sermon  at  St.  Mary's,  Sfiital,  1619.        Caritas  ad  cuncta  virtutnin 
facta  dilatator,  ia'c.    Greg:  in  Cura  Fastorati. 

1915.  Times  of  Trouble  and  Danger  distin- 
guishing True  Professors  from  False  Ones. 

The  Samaritans,  as  long  as  the  Jewish  religion  flourished  and  was 
in  honour,  caused  a  temple  to  be  built  on  a  high  mountain,  named 
Garazin,  that  therein  they  might  not  be  inferior  to  the  Jews  ;  they 
bOUted  themselves  to  be  of  the  progeny  of  Joseph,  and  worship- 
pers of  God  also  with  them ;  but  when  they  ^e\«\N«A  SJafc 
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and  experience.  And  where  is  valour  1  where  is  experience  to  be 
found,  if  not  in  God  ?  He  is  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  with  Him  alone 
is  strength  and  power  to  deliver  Israel  out  of  all  her  troubles ;  He 
may  do  it,  He  can  do  it,  He  will  do  it,  He  is  wise  in  heart  and 
mighty  in  strength,  Job  ix.  4 ;  besides  Him  there  is  no  Saviour, 
Isaiah  xliii.  11,  no  deliverer;  He  is  a  shield  to  the  righteous,  Psalm 
v.  ia,  strength  to  the  weak,  a  refuge  to  the  oppressed,  He  is  instar 
omnium,  all  in  all,  and  who  is  like  unto  Him  in  all  the  world  ? 

Plutarch  in  Pelopida.       ,  Matth.  Stiles'  Sermon  before  the  Artillery, 
'  Lond.,  1627. 

1 9 14.  Charity  to  be  Well  Ordered. 

Moses  being  commanded  of  God  to  make  an  holy  anointing  oil. 
Exod.  xxx.  23,  was  to  take  a  certain  quantity  of  some  principal  spices, 
such  as  myrrh,  cinnamon,  calamus,  and  cassia,  then  to  compound 
them  after  the  art  of  the  apothecary.  And  thus  it  is,  that  the  oil  of 
our  charity  must  be  rightly  ordered;  every  Christian  alms-giver  must 
be  a  kind  of  spiritual  apothecary.  First,  his  alms  must  be  like 
myrrh,  which  distils  from  the  tree  without  cutting  or  the  least  in- 
cision, so  his  charity  to  be  free  without  the  least  compulsion. 
Secondly,  cinnamon,  hot  in  taste  and  hot  in  operation,  so  his  alms, 
neither  stone-cold  as  Nabal,  nor  lukewarm  as  Laodicea,  but  hot ; 
as  it  was  said  of  Dorcas,  that  she  was  full  of  good  works.  Thirdly, 
cassia,  as  sweet  as  the  former,  but  growing  low,  the  emblem  of 
humility,  so  giving,  but  not  vain-gloriously.  Lastly,  calamus,  an 
odoriferous  powder,  but  of  a  fragile  reed ;  so  giving,  but  acknow- 
ledging his  weakness,  thinking  it  no  way  meritorious  ;  for  Pericu- 
%f<ua  domus  eorum  qui  meritis  sperant,  saith  St.  Bernard,  Dangerous 
tSs  the  state  of  that  house  which  thinks  to  win  heaven  by  keeping 
mouse,  &c. 

|&  Retkt,  a  Sermon  at  St.  Mary's,  Spital,  1619.  Caritas  ad  cuncta  virtutum 
r  facta  dilatatur,  6*r.    Greg,  in  Cura  Pastorali. 

■915.  Times  of  Trouble  and  Danger  distin- 
mpiishing  True  Professors  from  False  Ones. 

Witm  Samaritans,  as  long  as  the  Jewish  religion  nourished  and  was 
or,  caused  a  temple  to  be  built  on  a  high  mountain,  named 
that  therein  they  might  not  be  inferior  to  the  Jews ;  they 
hemselves  to  be  of  the  progeny  of  Joseph,  and  worship- 
ped also  with  them;  but  when  they  ^«ce,wA  .^i&aX'S&s. 
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Jews  were  cruelly  afflicted  by  Antiochus  Epiphanes  for  the  wor- 
shipping of  God,  then  fearing  lest  they  should  be  also  handled  in 
like  manner,  they  changed  their  coat  and  their  note  too,  affirming 
that  they  were  not  Israelites,  but  Sidonians,  and  had  built  their 
temple  not  unto  God,  but  Jupiter.  Thus  it  is  that  times  of  trouble 
and  danger  easily  distinguish  the  counterfeit  and  true  professor. 
Trouble  is  a  kind  of  Christian  touch-stone,  a  lapis  Lyditts,  that 
will  try  what  metal  men  are  made  of,  whether  they  be  gold  or  dross, 
whether  they  be  real  or  carnal  professors,  sincere  Christians,  or 
rotten-hearted  hypocrites. 

Jostph.  Hist ,  Lib  xiii.      Car.  Sigvn.  de  Rtpub.  Htb.       Ignis  aumm  probat ; 
adversiiiis  vero  virutit  furtem.    Lips,  in  Epist. 


1916.  The 


Hardness  of  a 
Conversion. 


Rich  Mans 


Ir  is  observed  amongst  anglers,  that  pickerils  are  not  easily  nor 
often  taken  ;  a  man  may  take  a  hundred  pinks  or  minnows  before 
he  catch  a  pickeril  ;  for  he  preyeth  so  sore  at  his  pleasure  upon  the 
lesser  fry,  that  he  seldom  or  never  hath  any  stomach  to  bite  at  the 
bait.  And  so  fareth  it  with  the  rich  men  of  this  world,  their 
stomachs  are  so  cloyed  and  surfeited  with  the  things  of  this  life, 
that  when  the  doctrine  of  salvation  is  preached,  they  have  no 
appetite  unto  it ;  tell  them  of  selling  all  that  they  have  and  giving 
it  to  the  poor,  then,  with  the  young  man  in  the  Gospel,  they  cry 
out,  Durus  est  hie  sermo,  This  is  a  very  hard  saying,  who  can  bear 
it  1  John  vi.  60  ;  and  it  is  as  hard  for  such  to  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  Heaven,  whilst  the  poor  run  away  with  the  Gospel. 

William  Ifolbrook's  Serm.  at  St.  Paul's,  1609.        Argentum  daiitibus  can  et 


at  St.  Paul's, 
sanguis  est. 


1609. 

Euripid. 


19 1 7.  A  Stnall  Plot  of  Ground  sufficient  for 
the  greatest  Landed  Man  at  the  Time 
of  Death. 

Socrates  carried  Alcibiades,  as  he  was  bragging  of  his  lands  and 
great  possessions,  to  a  map  of  the  whole  world,  and  bade  him  de- 
monstrate where  his  land  lay ;  he  could  not  by  any  means  espy 
it,  for  Athens  itself,  where  his  lands  at  that  time  were,  was  but  a 
small  thing  to  the  world.  Thus  many  there  are  that  bear  thern- 
eeives  very  high  upon  their  lands  a.xvd  tap,  so  much  in  one 
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place,  so  much  in  another,  such  a  lordship  in  this  shire,  and  suc  h 
a  manor  in  that;  but  St.  Basil  tells  them  truly  where  their  land 
lies,  and  what  may  be  said  to  be  really  theirs,  Nonne  tdluris  ires 
tantum  cubit i  U  expectant  i  So  much  measure  of  ground  to  the 
length  and  breadth  of  their  bodies,  as  may  serve  to  bury  them  in, 
or  so  many  handfuls  of  dust  as  their  bodies  go  into  after  their 
consumption  ;  that  is  terra  sua,  terra  mea,  and  terra  vestra,  their 
land,  and  my  land,  and  thy  land,  and  more  than  this  no  man  can 
absolutely  claim. 

Joh,  Combes'  Apophthegm,  Imf<erat ,  Retipil  fvpuios  urna  citutos. 

Sen.  Here.  Fur,        B,  King,  Fun,  Sernt. 

19 18.  Riches  very  Dangerous  in  the  Getting 

of  them. 

Suppose  a  tree,  whose  leaves  and  boughs  were  clogged  and  hunt; 
with  honey,  unto  which  a  hungry  man  coming,  falls  a  licking  one 
bough  and  leaf  after  another,  until  he  is  carried  so  high  from  one 
to  another  through  the  greediness  of  his  hunger,  that  he  slips  and 
slides,  and  cannot  stay  himself,  but  down  he  comes,  and  breaks  a 
leg  or  an  arm,  and  it  is  well  if  he  escape  with  his  life.  So  danger- 
ous is  it  to  climb  up  the  tree  of  riches  ;  for  most  commonly  men 
lay  hold  so  upon  one  hundred  after  another,  one  thousand  after 
another,  per  fas  et  nefas,  no  matter  how  or  which  way  they  do  it, 
though  they  endanger  themselves  sore,  even  to  the  loss  of  their 
precious  and  immortal  souls  to  all  eternity. 

Aloys,  Novarini  Matth.  Erpettsus.       Quoeunqtu  modo  rem. 

1 91 9.  A  Great  Blessing  of  God  to  be  Gently 
Used  in  the  Matter  of  Conversion. 

In  some  corporations,  the  sons  of  freemen  bred  under  their  fathers 
in  the  same  profession,  may  set  up  and  exercise  their  fathers'  trade, 
without  ever  being  bound  apprentices  thereunto.  And  whereas 
others  endure  seven  years'  hardship  at  the  least,  before  they  can  be 
free  ;  they  run  over  that  time  easily,  and  are  incorporated  by  their 
father's  copy.  Thus  it  is,  that  they  who  never  were  notoriously 
profane,  such  whose  parents  have  been  citizens  of  the  new  Jerusa- 
lem, Gal.  iv.  26,  and  have  been  bred  in  the  mystery  of  godliness, 
are  oftentimes  entered  into  religion,  and  become  children  of  grace 
without  any  spirit  of  bondage  seizing  upon  them,  wad 
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otherwhiles  they  taste  of  legal  frights  and  fears,  yet  God  so  pre- 
venteth  them  with  His  blessings  of  goodness,  Psal.  xxi.  3,  that 
they  smart  not  so  deeply  as  other  men,  A  great  benefit  and  rare 
blessing  to  that  soul,  where  God  in  His  goodness  is  pleased  to  be- 
stow it. 

T.  Fuller's  Cure  of  a  Wounded  Conscience. 

1920.  Perfection  of  Grace  to  be  Endeavoured. 

As  the  waters  spoken  of  in  Ezekiel  grew  up  by  degrees,  first  to  the 
ankles,  then  to  the  loins,  and  lastly  to  the  head,  Ezek.  xlvii.  4 ;  or 
as  that  gradual  wheat  our  Saviour  spoke  of — first,  there  was  the 
blade,  then  came  the  stalk,  after  that  the  full  com,  but  lastly  came 
the  harvest,  Mark  iv.  28.  Even  so  like  that  water,  we  must  grow 
higher  and  higher,  till  we  come  to  our  head  Christ  Jesus,  and  like 
that  com  riper  aid  riper  until  the  end  of  the  world,  when  God 
shall  come  to  winnow  us ;  we  must  resolve,  endeavour,  contend 
and  strive  for  perfection,  as  for  a  prize,  Phil.  iii.  J4,  though  there 
may  be  many  hindrances,  as  worldly  allurements,  the  devil's 
temptations,  and  our  own  sinful  provocations,  ever  adding  om 
grace  unto  another,  till  we  are  in  some  sort,  secundum  hujus  m 
modum,  according  to  the  capacity  of  our  human  nature,  perfi 
men  in  Christ  Jesus,  Matth.  v.  48. 

Vine,  de  la  Nuza,  Tract.  Evang.        Nemo  perfectus,  qui  perfeiiior  esse  nan 
appetit.    Bernard.     Nugget's  Sentt.  at  St.  Paul's,  Lend.,  1015. 
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1 92 1.  T/te  Pain  of  a  IVowided  Conscienct 
greatened  by  the  Polly  of  the  Patient. 

Sheep  are  observed  to  fly  without  cause,  scared  (as  some  say)  with 
the  sound  of  their  own  feet ;  their  feet  knack  because  they  fly,  amf 
they,  poor  silly  creatures,  fly  because  their  feet  knack.  An  emblem 
of  God's  children  under  the  pains  of  a  wounded  conscience,  self- 
fearing,  self-frightened :  for  as  it  is,  that  the  pain  of  a  wounded 
conscience,  amongst  other  reasons  thereof  assigned,  (as  from  the 
heaviness  of  the  hand  that  makes  the  wound,  an  angry  God  ;  from 
the  sharpness  of  the  sword  wherewith  the  wound  is  made,  the 
Word  of  God  ;  from  the  tenderness  of  the  part  itself,  which  is 
wounded,  the  conscience,)  becomes  intolerable  ;  so  from  the  folly 
of  the  patients  themselves,  who  being  stung,  have  not  the  wisdom 
to  look  up  to  the  brazen  serpent,  but  tomient  themselves  with 
their  own  activity.     Hear  they  but  their  own  voice,  they  think  it 


o  be  that  which  hath  so  often  sworn,  lied,  talked  vainly,  wantonly, 
wickedly,  their  own  voice  being  a  terror  to  themselves.  See  they 
their  own  eyes  in  a  glass,  they  presently  apprehend,  these  are  they 
which  shot  forth  so  many  envious,  covetous,  amorous  glances,  their 
own  eyes  being  a  terror  to  themselves,  and  as  it  was  threatened  to 
Pashur,  themselves  become  a  terror  to  themselves,  Jer.  xx.  4. 

T.  Futtir 't  Cure  of  a  Wounded  Conicience.        Sonus  excitat  amnis  suipensum. 

Virgil. 

1922.  No  True  Content  to  be  Found  in  the 
Things  of  this  IVorld. 

There  is  an  old  apologue  of  a  bird-catcher,  who  having  taken  a 
nightingale,  the  poor  bird  pleaded  for  herself  as  well  as  she  could, 
and  seeing  divers  go  to  the  pot  before  her,  said,  Alas,  I  am  not 
worth  the  killing,  I  have  little  or  no  flesh  on  my  back,  therefore  you 
may  well  let  me  go.  No,  says  the  fowler,  one  bird  in  the  hand 
is  worth  two  in  the  bush.  The  bird  replies,  that  her  notes  were 
lucre  worth  than  her  corpse,  and  that  she  would  chant  him  out 
three  songs,  for  which  he  should  fare  the  better  all  the  days  of  his 
life,  if  he  kept  them,  than  if  he  killed  her.  The  bargain  was  made 
and  the  bird  let  fly ;  the  songs  were  these — 

1.  Strive  not  beyond  thy  strength. 

2.  Grieve  not  too  much  for  the  loss  of  that  which  cannot 

be  recovered. 

3.  Believe  not  that  which  is  incredible. 

Now,  whilst  the  wise  bird-catcher  was  conning  these  lessons,  the 
bird  flying  over  his  head,  told  him,  that  he  had  lost  a  great  trea- 
sure ;  for  she  had  within  her  head  a  precious  stone  as  big  as  an 
ostrich  egg.  At  this  news  the  birder  began  to  ply  the  nightingale 
with  fair  words,  and  told  her,  that  if  she  would  come  again  to  Ms 
hand,  he  would  spare  the  meat  out  of  his  own  belly  to  feed  her. 
Then  answered  the  bird,  Now  I  see  thou  art  a  fool  indeed,  that 
canst  make  no  good  use  of  my  counsel ;  for,  first,  thou  labourest 
for  me  which  thou  canst  not  reach  ;  secondly,  thou  grievest  for 
that  which  is  irrecoverable  ;  and  thirdly,  thou  believest  that  which 
no  wise  man  will,  that  I  have  a  pearl  in  my  head  as  big  as  an 
ostrich  egg,  whereas  all  my  whole  body  is  not  so  big.  Tims 
surely,  there  are  many  of  these  fowlers,  or  rather  foolers  in  the 
world,  such  as  doat  in  their  reposals,  setting  up  their  rest  in  the 
things  of  this  world,  where  it  is  not  to  be  found,  and  in  the  mew- 
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time  neglect  to  seek  where  it  is  ;  for  the  world  hath  no  more  suf 
ciency  to  man's  desire,  than  the  nightingale  had  the  true  peai  1 
within  her  to  give  him  content ;  all  the  advantages  of  outward 
things  being  to  man's  desire,  but  as  sharp  sauce  to  the  appetite, 
which  doth  not  satisfy  hunger,  but  provoke  the  stomach  to  hunger 
after  more. 

Sam.  Whaleys  Serm,  at  St.  Paul's,  Lend.,   1615.       Conr.  Zniitgeri  Tk 
Hum.  Vita.       Fallax  est  hie  mimdus,  finis  dubius,  exilus  horrilnlis. 
Pet.  Blesetu. 

1923.  A  Good  Man  tedious  to  Bad 
Company. 

Whln  a  hunted  deer  runs  for  safeguard  amongst  the  rest  of  the 
herd,  they  will  not  admit  him  into  their  company,  but  beat  him  off 
with  their  horns,  out  of  principles  of  self-preservation,  for  fear  the 
hounds  in  pursuit  of  him  fall  on  them  also.  In  like  manner,  wh 
a  knot  of  bad-good-fellows  perceive  one  of  their  society  becor 
new  man,  they  will  be  shut  of  him  as  soon  as  possibly  they 
preferring  his  room,  and  declining  his  company,  lest  his  goodness 
prove  infectious  ;  he  shall  no  longer  be  welcome  in  their  society, 
than  he  is  able  to  sing  his  part  in  their  jovial  concert,  do  as  they 
do,  and  then  he  is  a  boon  companion. 

5.  Fuller's  Cure  of  a  Wounded  Conscience.       Ijiripes  rectum  deride/; 

album,  yuvcnal. 
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1924.  Pride,  the  Vanity  and  Sinfulness 

thereof. 

It  is  well  known  that  rotten  wood  and  glowworms  make  a  gloria 
show  in  the  night,  and  seem  to  be  some  excellent  things  ; 
when  the  day  appears  they  show  wha*  they  are  indeed,  poor,  des- 
picable, and  base  creatures.  Such  is  the  vanity  and  sinfulness  of 
of  all  haughty,  proud,  high-minded  persons,  who,  though  now 
shining  in  the  darkness  of  this  world,  through  the  greatness  of 
their  power,  place  and  height  of  their  honour,  when  the  Sun  of 
Brightness  shall  appear  and  manifest  the  secrets  of  all  hearts, 
then  they  will  be  seen  in  their  own  proper  colours,  and  appear  to 
be  but  rotten  stuff  and  stinking  sepulchres ;  for  to  have  nothing 
derogates  nothing  from  the  work  of  true  grace,  but  to  have  pon 
without  piety,  greatness  without  goodness,  is  a  scorn  to  hira 
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confers  it,  and  a  sin  to  him  that  receives  it,  but  both  shameful 
and  sinful  to  him  that  waxeth  proud  by  it. 

ftieA.  Middlelon's  Heavenly  Pragiess.       Omni  vitio  delerior  est  superbia,  &v. 
IsUor.  de  Sum.  Bone,  Lih,  iii. 

1925.  Greatness  of  the  Torture  of  a  Wounded 
Conscience. 

As  long  as  Adam  did  fast  in  Paradise  he  stood  fast,  but  having 
once  eaten  the  forbidden  fruit  he  tarried  a  while  there,  but  took 
no  contentment  therein.  The  sun  did  shine  as  bright,  the  rivers 
ran  as  clear  as  ever  they  did,  birds  sang  as  sweetly,  beasts  played 
as  pleasantly,  flowers  smelled  as  fragrant,  herbs  grew  as  fresh, 
fruits  flourished  as  fair ;  no  punctilio  of  pleasure  was  either  altered 
or  abated  ;  the  objects  were  the  same,  but  Adam's  eyes  were  other- 
wise, his  nakedness  stood  in  his  light,  a  thorn  of  guiltiness  grew 
in  his  heart  before  any  thistles  sprang  out  of  the  ground,  which 
made  him  not  to  seek  for  the  fairest  fniits  to  fill  his  hunger,  but 
the  biggest  leaves  to  cover  his  nakedness.  Such  is  the  torture  of 
a  wounded  conscience,  th,at  it  is  able  to  unparadise  Paradise,  and 
the  burden  thereof  so  insupportable  that  it  is  able  to  quail  the 
courage,  and  crush  the  shoulders  of  the  hugest  Hercules,  of  the 
mightiest  man  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  Who  can  bear  it  1 
Prov.  xviii.  14. 

T.  Fuller's  Curt  of  a  YVeunded  Conteience.        Nihil  1st  miterius  quam  animus 
hcminis  Itrsus.  Plaut. 

1926.  The  Proud  Man's  Memento. 

Alexander,  having  compassed  and  conquered  a  great  part  of  the 
world,  came  into  an  island  of  the  Brachmans,  a  people  that  used 
no  habit  but  beasts'  skins,  no  houses  but  caves,  no  meat  but  such 
as  nature  produced,  and  demanding  the  reason  of  this  their  strange 
kind  of  life,  they  answered,  We  know  that  we  shall  die,  whether 
this  day  or  to-morrow  we  know  not,  and  therefore  why  should  wc 
take  care  for  power  to  rule,  honour  to  be  esteemed,  or  riches  to 
ve  in  pleasure 'I  With  which  answer  he  was  so  affected,  that  he 
e  them  ask  what  they  would,  and  he  would  give  it  them  ;  they 
sently  demanded,  Not  to  die  ;  to  which  he  replying  that  he 
could  not  give  that,  for  he  himself  must  die,  Why,  then,  said 
they,  art  thou  so  foolish  to  live  in  such  pride,  seeing  thou  kt«y«w>\ 
thou  shalt  die?  Thus,  if  rude  barbarous  people,  ^e.  w^l 
vol.  11. 
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meditation  of  death,  could  so  easily  contemn  all  the  thought 
power  and  honour,  is  it  not  more  than  time  that  such  as  profess 
themselves  to  be  Christians,  who  having  so  many  noble  restraints 
and  retractives  to  beat  down  the  pride  of  power  and  honour, 
should  now  cease  to  fall  in  love  with  their  own  shadows,  not  to 
doat  upon  greatness,  and  popular  applause,  which  will  last  no 
longer  than  the  giver  pleaseth,  not  to  look  big  or  be  proud  upon 
the  access  of  any  preferment  whatsoever  1 


Joh. 


Combeiii  Apophthegm.  Jmperat^  &*c.         Coc.  Sabellicus,  in  Hi. 
Niniium  ne  crede  eolori.     Virg.  Eelog. 


: 


1927.  Patiently  to  wait  God's  Time  for 
Deliverance. 

Considerable  are  the  causes  why  a  broken  leg  is  incurable  in  a 
horse,,  and  easily  curable  in  a  man.  The  horse  is  incapable  of 
counsel  to  submit  himself  to  the  farrier,  and  therefore  in  case  his 
leg  be  set,  he  flings^  he  flounces,  and  flies  out,  unjointing  it  again 
by  his  misemployed  mettle,  counting  all  binding  to  be  but  shackles 
and  fetters  unto  him  ;  whereas  a  man  willingly  resigneth  himself 
to  be  ordered  by  the  chirurgeon,  preferring  rather  to  be  a  prisoner 
for  some  days  than  a  cripple  all  his  life.  Thus  it  were  heartily  to 
be  wished,  that  men  would  not  be  like  the  horse  or  mule,  which 
have  no  understanding,  Psal.  xxxii.  9,  but  let  patience  have  its 
perfect  work  in  them,  so  that  when  they  are,  as  it  were,  overwhelmed 
in  a  deluge  of  distress,  finding  no  way  to  get  out,  they  would  tarry 
God's  time,  and  though  deliverance  come  not  at  an  instant,  yea, 
though  it  be  irksome  at  the  present,  in  due  time  they  shall  1 
tainly  receive  comfort. 

T.  Fuller's  Cure  of  a  Wounded  Conscience.       Omnia  amara  etgraz'ia  j 
enter /eras.       Dolor  hie  tibi proderit.  Ovid. 

1928.  Pride  a  Main  Engine  of  the  Devil 

As  when  a  city  or  a  castle  is  besieged,  amongst  other  stratagems 
and  devices,  men  use  to  undermine  the  foundation,  and  blow  it  up 
with  gunpowder,  that  being  (as  they  think)  die  surest  way  to 
it :  so  the  devil,  laying  battery  to  the  fort  of  man's  soul,  ui 
mines  it,  and  puts  the  gunpowder  of  pride  into  it.  knowing  th. 
he  himself  was  blown  up,  so  will  that  precious  fortress  be  easily 
scaled  if  that  powder  once  take  fire  in  it.  And  as  those  that  fish 
with  nets  in  standing  rivers,  Whwe  they  YvXck  down  their  net,  do 
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blunder  and  trouble  the  water,  that  the  fish  may  not  see  the  net, 
and  then  with  poles  beat  and  dash  the  streams  above,  to  drive  the 
fish  into  the  net ;  so  Satan  setting  the  net  of  disobedience,  muds 
and  troubles  the  heart  of  man  by  pride,  and  so  beats  him  down 
the  stream  of  his  own  affections,  till  he  have  caught  him  in  his 
deadly  net  of  destruction. 

Rich.  Middletoris  Heavenly  Progress.     Supcrbia  Diaboli  est  inslrumentum ,  &v. 
Cassiod.  in  Psalm  xviii. 

1929.  N attire  cannot  Work  out'  Peace  of 
Conscience. 

There  are  a  sort  of  foolish  country  people  who  think  Nature  will 
work  out  all  distemperatures,  and  they  need  no  physic.  Some  of 
them  are  confuted  by  their  graves;  others  of  more  strength  and 
healthier  constitutions,  possibly  recover  their  former  vigour,  but 
their  diseases  make  a  truce  only,  not  a  peace  with  their  bodies ; 
the  latent  cause  remains  and  watcheth  its  advantage  of  the  next 
heat  or  cold  the  body  takes,  or  the  next  intemperate  season  that 
comes.  And  thus  many  deal  with  their  souls,  never  regarding 
when  their  spirits  are  troubled  to  heal  up  the  wound  with  the  balm 
of  Gilead,  but  go  on  in  their  worldly  natural  way,  and  at  last  their 
troubled  spirits  are  quiet  again,  so  they  get  their  peace  of  course ; 
but  all  this  while  the  hidden  cause  of  their  trouble  watcheth  the 
next  advantage,  their  souls  fester  within,  and  on  a  sudden  they 
are  ready  to  despair,  and  to  lay  violent  hands  on  themselves. 

Mr.  Collingi'  Fhe  Lessons.       iMtet  unguis  in  herba. 

1930.  Men  to  Set  a  High  Value  upon  their 

Smth. 

When  Praxiteles,  a  cunning  painter,  had  promised  unto  Phryne 
one  of  the  choicest  pieces  in  his  shop;  she  not  knowing  which  was 
the  best,  began  to  think  upon  some  plan  whereby  to  make  him 
discover  his  judgment  which  of  them  was  the  piece  indeed, 
suborned  one  of  his  servants  to  tell  his  master  (being  then  in  the 
market  selling  his  pictures)  that  his  house  was  on  fire,  and  a  great 
part  of  it  burnt  down  to  the  ground.  Praxiteles  hearing  this,  pre- 
sently demanded  of  his  servant  if  the  Satyr  and  Cupid  were  safe, 
whereby  Phryne,  standing  by,  discovered  which  was  the  best  pic- 
ture in  the  shop.    And  shall  a  silly  painter  set.  so         <m.  fcft&ab 
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upon  a  poor  base  picture,  the  slubbered  work  of  his  own  hands  , 
and  shall  not  we  much  more  value  the  soul,  that  is  of  an  immortal 
being,  the  most  precious  piece  that  ever  God  made,  the  perfect 
pattern  and  image  of  Himself?  Let  riches,  honours,  and  all  go  ; 
if  nothing  but  this  escape  the  fire,  it  is  sufficient. 


Plutarch,  Mora!.,  Lib.  iv.       Pausanias  in  A/licit.       Animam  cum  tiiam 
ipsiiu  in  quantum  /via.  MtHandcr. 


- 


1 93 1.  Peace  of  Conscience  not  wrought  ou 
by  Merry  Company  or  Drinking. 

Some  there  are  that  if  they  be  in  an  ague,  or  the  like  distempera- 
ture,  will  drink  hot  waters,  or  good  store  of  sack  to  prevent  their 
cold  fit,  and  out-burn  nature ;  but  alas,  all  the  good  that  comes  of 
it,  is  only  that  they  fall  into  a  burning  fever,  and  perhaps  consume 
their  dust  into  ashes.  So  there  are  such  profane  wretches,  that  if 
their  conscience  alarms  them,  if  their  spirit  troubles  them,  or  if 
crosses  multiply  upon  them,  think  there  is  no  other  way  to  wi: 
oilt  of  the  devil's  fingers  but  by  throwing  themselves  into  his  ar 
making  themselves  twice  more  the  children  of  the  devil  than 
were  before,  Matth.  xxiii.  15  ;  they  must  needs  to  the  tavem,  or 
to  the  alehouse,  Seek  out  some  boon  companions,  drink  away  their 
sorrow  ;  but  had  Zimri  peace  that  slew  his  master  1  2  Kings  ix.  31. 
Damning  a  soul  cannot  surely  be  the  way  to  save  it. 
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The  Vast  Difference  betwixt  Pride  a 

Humility. 


nd 


Spectacles  that  are  of  an  ancient  sight,  if  the  young  go  about  to 
use  them,  they  show  all  things  less  than  they  are ;  but  unto  old 
men  they  present  all  things  greater  than  they  are.  Such  is  the 
difference  betwixt  pride  and  humility,  that  pride  is  like  the 
man's  spectacles,  and  makes  things  bigger  than  indeed  they 
but  humility,  like  the  spectacles  worn  by  young  men,  causeth  ev 
thing  to  seem  less  than  it  is ;  a  proud  man  thinks  no  man  be 
than  himself,  a  humble  man  none  worse  ;  the  one  lifteth  up  hi 
seJf  on  high,  the  other  layeth  his  mouth  in  the  dust,  Lament,  iii.  29. 

Bt  .)■■■  r,  Cone,  in  Epha.       Impar  congrissui  Acii/li.  Virgil. 
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1933.  Much  Learning  to  be  found  in  a  Small 
Compass  of  Expressions. 

The  learned  Heraclite,  no  less  elegant  than  enigmatical,  amongst 
other  of  his  quaint  speeches,  hath  this  saying  of  special  remem- 
brance and  observation  :  That  the  greedy  metalmongers,  in  their 
too,  too  eager  search  for  the  world's  wealth,  after  long  toil  and 
trouble,  find  parvum  in  magna,  a  little  pure  substance  in  a  great 
deal  of  unprofitable  earth.  But  it  fareth  otherwise  in  the  inquisi- 
tion and  pursuit  after  learning  ;  for  there  a  well-grounded  scholar 
shall  find,  with  a  little  abstractive  speculation,  magnum  in  parvo, 
much  matter  in  few  words,  every  short  golden  sentence  and  par- 
ticle thereof  containing  incredible  store  of  most  pure  substance; 
every  short  aphorism,  every  axiom,  every  maxim,  nay,  almost  every 
contracted  Hue,  comprehending  matter  sufficient  to  fill  whole 
volumes. 

Henry  Cuffe,  Difference  of  Ages.       Li/era  semen  tern  fadt  et  sententia  nussem. 

1934.  The  True  Nature  of  Humility. 

Ruffinus,  the  companion  of  St.  Francis,  having  a  revelation  that 
a  crown  of  glory  was  laid  up  for  that  holy  man,  told  him  one  day 
that  it  would  very  much  rejoice  him  if  he  would  let  him  under- 
stand what  he  thought  of  himself,  to  whom  St.  Francis  gave  this 
answer,  I  esteem  myself  the  greatest  sinner  of  any  in  the  world, 
and  that  I  serve  God  less  than  any  other  man.  How  can  that 
be  1  said  Ruffinus,  seeing  some  are  thieves,  some  murderers,  some 
adulterers,  and  many  most  profane  and  wicked  wretches,  such  as 
are  in  the  very  gall  of  bitterness,  such  as  never  think  of  God  or 
goodness ;  and  thou  art  not  only  free  from  all  these,  but  withal  a 
man  of  much  sanctity  and  holiness  1  But  he  replying  said,  Out 
of  doubt,  if  God  had  been  so  merciful  to  them  as  He  hath  been  to 
me,  they  would  have  showed  themselves  more  thankful  than  I 
have  been  ;  and  besides,  if  God  had  forsaken  me,  I  should  have 
committed  far  greater  sins  than  they  have  done.  Here  was  a 
good  man,  though  a  papist,  a  rare  pattern  of  humility,  so  far  imit- 
able  as  being  a  man  arrived  at  a  most  excellent  degree  of  self- 
denial,  coming  from  an  inward  and  high  knowledge  of  God  and 
himself,  so  that  all  the  virtues  that  he  hath,  and  all  the  good  works 
that  he  doth,  though  never  so  worthy  and  deserving,  yet  they  seem 
unto  himself  little  or  none  at  all.  And  such  is  the  nature  of  every 
man  that  is  truly  humble ;  he  admires  every  thin^  vcv  ■w&q'Csvct  , 
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whilst  the  same  or  better  in  himself  he  thinks  not  unworthily  con- 
temned ;  his  eyes  are  full  of  his  own  wants  and  others'  perfections. 
No  man  sets  so  low  a  value  on  his  worth  as  himself;  not  out  of 
ignorance  or  carelessness,  but  of  a  voluntary  and  meek  dejected- 
ness.  Well  may  it  be  said  of  him,  that  he  is  a  lowly  valley  sweetly 
planted  and  well  watered,  the  proud  man's  earth,  whereon  he 
trampleth,  but  secretly  full  of  wealthy  mines,  more  worth  than  he 
that  walks  over  them,  a  rich  stone  set  in  lead,  and  lastly,  a  true 
temple  of  God  built  with  a  low  roof. 

Boniwtnl.  in  Legenda  S.  Francis.     Marul.,  Lib.  ii.       Rata  facere  et  inutitem 
se  repu.'are,  apud  paucos  itwenitur.    Bern.        "Jos,  Hall's  Characl.  of 

Virtues,  and  Vices. 

1935.  Impossible  to  Arrive  at  a  full  Perfec- 
tion of  Learning  in  this  Life. 

It  was  well  said  of  Sigismund  the  emperor,  to  a  doctor  of  law. 
whom,  for  an  excellent  stratagem  against  the  enemy,  he  had 
knighted  not  long  before  ;  when  at  an  assembly  of  peers  and 
counsellors  the  doctor  doubted  whether  side  he  might  with  greater 
credit  join  unto,  to  his  own  of  the  togati,  or  the  other  of  the 
militia  ;  Is  it  doubtful,  said  the  emperor,  whether  learning  or  mili- 
tary experience  is  more  honourable  1  I  can  in  one  day  make  a 
thousand  good  soldiers ;  but  I  am  not  able  in  a  thousand  years  to 
make  one  tolerable  doctor  ;  implying,  that  the  whole  course  of  a 
man's  life  was  not  time  sufficient  to  arrive  at  a  full  perfection  of 
learning.  We  may  read  of  them  that  have  sailed  about  the  world 
in  three  years,  but  as  yet  never  heard  of  any,  who  in  the  whole 
course  of  their  life,  how  laboriously  soever  passed  over,  were  able 
to  compass  the  whole  circle  of  the  liberal  sciences  ;  there  was  one 
called  sometimes  in  regard  of  the  excellency  of  his  parts,  a  ws 
ing  library;  another  was  said  to  dispute  de  omni  scibili ;  nr 
hyperboles.  For  Socrates  on  his  death-bed  confessed,  be  h 
many  things  to  learn,  nor  shall  any  man  after  him  come  to  the 
quisite  perfection  of  learning. 


one 


Kerum  German.  Script.  IncognitL  Sylvius,  Lib.  vs.  Com.  in  Feb.  Get.  Al/01 
Drake,  Cavendish.  Aristoides.  Pet.  Abaelardus.  Ars  tonga,  \ 
brevis. 

1936.  The  Excellency  of  Humility. 

It  is  storied  of  Homer,  the  prince  of  poets,  that  all  the  cities 
Greece  contended  to  have  the  honour  of  his  nativity  ;  every  1 
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affirming  that  he  was  born  there,  as  thinking  themselves  sufficiently- 
honoured,  if  a  man  in  philosophy  so  learned,  in  poesy  so  singular, 
should  be  born  amongst  them.  Thus  it  may  be  said  of  humility, 
all  the  viitues— as,  temperance,  fortitude,  prudence,  &c.  contend, 
for  the  right  of  it,  and  think  themselves  much  graced,  if  they  may 
get  it  but  to  be  theirs,  so  excellent  an  ornament  they  account  it ; 
excellent  indeed — so  that  a  writer  defining  of  other  virtues,  was  so 
amazed  at  the  consideration  of  it,  that  he  was  fain  to  call  it,  donum 
sine  nomine,  in  some  sort  like  unto  God,  who  wants  a  definition, 
and  cannot  be  expressed  what  He  is  ;  the  wisest  of  philosophers 
never  knew  or  understood  it,  and  therefore  amongst  all  the  ancient 
Latins  it  wanted  a  name,  and  amongst  the  Greeks  they  could  not 
express  it  as  we  do,  but  called  it  ran&ooi',  the  abjection  or  low- 
liness of  the  mind. 

Pet.  Crinitus  tit  Poet.  Gree,        O  sancta  venerabilisque  humilitiu.  Aug. 
Jiuh.  Middldori 'i  David's  Key. 

1937.  Christ  Voluntarily  Engaging  Himself 
to  Take  away  the  Sins  of  the  World. 

Look  but  upon  a  poor  man,  that  lying  under  an  arrest  for  debt 
more  than  he  is  any  way  able  to  compass  by  way  of  satisfaction, 
so  that  there  is  no  way  but  one,  either  pay,  or  to  prison.  What 
though  his  friends  be  never  so  rich,  never  so  potent,  the  creditor 
cannot  charge  one  farthing  of  the  debt  upon  them,  there  is  no  jus- 
tice for  it :  but  if  this  poor  man  hath  some  able  friend  that  will  so 
far  undertake  for  him,  that  the  debt  shall  be  paid  at  a  certain  time 
and  place  appointed,  the  prisoner  is  released,  the  engagement  is 
entered  in  the  creditor's  book,  and  from  that  day  forward  he  looks 
upon  the  surety,  not  so  much  as  once  minding  the  poor  debtor  at 
all.  Thus  it  is,  that  a  writ  of  vengeance  was  issued  out  of  the 
court  of  heaven,  man  was  ready  to  be  arrested  and  thrown  into  an 
everlasting  prison,  from  whence  he  should  never  have  been  re- 
leased till  he  had  paid  the  utmost  farthing,  which  he  was  never 
able  to  do  with  all  the  friends  and  means  that  he  could  make. 
Yet  such  was  the  happiness,  that  Jesus  Christ  seeing  some  of  His 
elected  friends  that  His  father  had  given  Him,  having  their  names 
in  the  writ,  steps  in,  and  says  :  Father,  these  are  my  friends,  surely 
they  are  my  people,  children  that  will  not  lie,  (so  He  was  their 
Saviour),  Isa.  lxiii.  8,  I  will  pay  the  debt,  charge  it  upon  my 
account,  it  shall  be  paid  in  the  fullness  of  time,  GaL  \s .  a,.  "Sws 
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Father  accepts  the  tender,  desires  no  better  security  than 
His  beloved  Son,  in  whom  He  is  well  pleased,  Mark  L  1 1. 

Affiianj.  ah  Avendan.  Com  m  Malta  Ex. 


1938.  The  Virhie  of  Humility. 

As  the  amethyst  is  said  to  repress  drunkenness  and  breed  so' 
the  jasper  to  expel  dreams,  the  sapphire  to  heal  tumours  anc 
swellings,  the  onyx  to  make  men  valiant,  thus  it  is  that  as  several 
stones  and  minerals  have  proper  and  peculiar  virtues  in  them- 
selves, the  grace  of  humility  is  that  panacea,  that  catholicon  of  th; 
soul  that  cures  all  diseases  whatsoever  ;  it  beats  down  the  drunkel 
fumes  of  windy  conceits,  puts  away  the  earnestness  of  desire  after 
transitory  things,  which  are  nothing  else  indeed  but  dreams  anc 
shadows ;  it  cures  the  risings  of  heat  and  passion,  and  makes  1 
man  valiant  to  fight  against  those  three  arch-enemies  of  mank 
the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil. 


M 


Vincent.,  Speculum  Morale       0  mtdicinam  omnibus  contulenteni,  omnium 

tumentid  comprimentem,  &v.    Aug.  dc  Verb.  Don, 


1939.  God  only  able  to  IVork,  Man  to  IVill 
and  to  Do. 

A  great  emperor  buyeth  a  woman  that  is  a  slave,  which  he  in- 
tends to  marry,  and  will  so  do  whether  she  will  or  no ;  yet  he  will 
woo  her,  and,  if  possible,  marry  her  will  as  well  as  her  person ; 
yet  whether  she  will  or  no,  he  will  and  may  marry  her,  for  she  is 
his  purchase,  she  is  his  wife  in  his  determination  before  he  hath 
married  her.  This  is  a  simile  that  at  the  first  view  may  seem  to 
hold  out  much  of  God's  ability  in  the  working  of  man  to  will  and 
do,  yet  being  put  into  the  balance  will  be  found  light ;  for  though 
this  emperor  hath  power  to  force  the  woman's  body  to  the  action, 
yet  he  hath  no  power  to  force  her  will  to  be  willing  to  the  action. 
The  will  is  always  independent,  suijurif,  but  God  hath  power  not 
only  to  marry  the  soul  which  He  hath  bought  from  being  a  ; 
to  the  devil,  but  to  make  it  ready  and  willing  to  marry  Him. 


Colling!'  Ftvt  Latent. 
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1940.  Pride  in  Riches,  Honours,  Prefer- 
ments, &c,  the  Vanity  thereof. 

A  bladder  being  puffed  u[>  with  a  little  wind,  if  but  two  or  three 
beans  or  peas  be  put  into  it,  they  make  a  mighty  sound  and 
rattling,  insomuch  that  a  good  mettled  horse,  which,  is  not  other- 
wise afraid  to  enter  the  troops  of  ten  thousand  armed  men,  will  be 
so  scared  with  the  strangeness  of  the  noise  that  the  rider  shall  be 
scarce  able  to  sit  him ;  yet  if  this  bladder  be  but  pricked  with  a 
pin,  it  comes  instantly  to  nought.  A  true  resemblance  of  such 
whom  God  enricheth  with  His  blessings,  casting  into  their  bosoms 
some  beans  and  peas  of  extraordinary  gifts  and  graces  of  autho- 
rity, honour,  wisdom,  and  the  like,  with  which  they  make  such  a 
rattling  that  even  valiant  hearts  are  daunted  with  the  sound  thereof, 
and  they,  themselves  drawing  in  the  wind  of  popular  applause, 
begin  to  swell  as  big  as  any  bladder  with  presumption  of  their 
own  merits ;  but  if  their  prince's  displeasure  do  but  breathe  on 
them,  or  some  fever  or  distemper  seize  upon  them,  this  great  wind 
is  abated,  their  souls  are  galled  with  impatience,  and  they  sing 
their  part  with  those  wretched  ones.  What  hath  pride  profited  us  f 
or  what  hath  the  pomp  of  riches  brought  us  J 

Laurent.  Sealabonii  Moralist  it  Passionem  Clinsti.       Divitia,  hoHores,  &>(., 
ittptrbts  exhibiti,  in  coram  commutantur  ruittam.    Greg.  Moral.  viL 

1 94 1.  Security  the  Cause  of  all  Calamity. 

It  was  well  observed  that  it  was  necessary  for  Rome  that  Cato 
should  be  born  as  well  as  Scipio ;  the  reason  was,  Alter  cum 
hostibus,  alter  cum  viliis  helium  gessit,  the  one  kept  war  with  their 
enemies,  the  other  with  their  vices,  so  that  being  alarmed  on  both 
sides  they  were  ever  in  a  posture  of  defence.  Thus  it  is,  that  what 
with  the  sword  of  the  spirit  drawn  against  the  exorbitance  of  the 
time,  and  that  of  the  militia  to  defend  the  frontiers,  the  people 
rouse  up  themselves,  and  become  vigorous,  well  considering  that 
no  man  is  sooner  overthrown  than  he  that  fearetli  nothing,  and 
most  usually  it  so  falleth  out  that  security  is  the  main  cause  of  all 
calamity. 

-a  in  Epist.       Nemo  sec it r its  esse  debet  in  vita  ista.    Angus.         Yd-  rat, 
Hist.  Rom. 
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1942.  Riches,  Honours,  &c,  the  Diffe 
Use  that  is  made  of  them. 

It  is  said  of  the  seeds  of  henbane,  that  they  kill  all  birds  saving 
sparrows,  and  to  them  they  are  nourishing  food  ;  the  reason  given 
is  this,  their  veins  are  so  narrow  that  the  fumes  thereof  cannot 
pass  to  the  heart  and  surprise  it  so  soon  as  it  doth  other  creatures. 
Such  is  the  condition,  property,  quality,  and  use  of  riches,  honours, 
preferments,  or  any  other  outward  thing  whatsoever,  they  do 
nothing  at  all  to  hurt  the  godly,  such  as  know  how  to  make  a  right 
use  of  them ;  but  to  the  wicked  and  ungodly,  such  as  know  no 
other  Heaven  upon  earth,  but  the  bare  enjoyment  of  them,  they 
are  but  as  so  many  snares  and  temptations  to  entrap  them,  so 
that  what  is  one  man's  meat,  becomes  the  other's  poison.  And 
why  so  ?  because  the  godly  have  certain  private  veins  of  knowledge 
and  goodness,  whereby  that  deadly  fume  of  henbane,  the  love  of 
the  world,  cannot  pass  to  the  heart.  Let  honours  mount  never  so 
high,  riches  increase  never  so  much,  they  look  above  them,  they 
set  not  their  hearts  upon  them,  but  take  up  that  of  the  wise  man, 
Omnia  bonis  in  bonum,  All  things  to  the  good  are  turned  to  good. 


Avicsnna  de  Metiicin.  Cordialibus.      J?.  Holdzworth 's  Srrnir  before  the  £1 
Jndia  Company,  1632. 


1943.  The  Sovereign  Virtue  of  Humility. 


'ail 
tner 


Physicians  and  naturalists  do  say.  that  there  is  nothing  of 
mulberry  tree  but  is  medicinal  and  useful  in  some  sort  or  oth 
— the  fruit,  the  root,  the  bark,  the  leaf  and  all ;  such  is  the  sove- 
reign virtue  of  humility,  that  every  part  of  it,  as  well  the  root  of 
affections,  and  the  bark  of  conversation,  as  the  leaves  of  words 
and  the  fruit  of  works,  heals  some  disease  or  other,  of  the  droop- 
ing sin-sick  soul.  Hence  is  it  that  the  great  Physician  of  our  souls 
(as  if  they  could  never  be  at  rest  or  quiet  otherwise)  prescribes  us 
this  recipe  against  all  spiritual  qualms  and  agonies,  Learn  of  me, 
that  I  am  lowly  and  meek,  and  you  shall  find  rest  to  your  sou 
Matth.  xi.  29. 

Plin.  Nat.  Hist,,  Lib.  xvi.  tap.  26.       Itidsr.  Dioscoridet. 

1944.  The  Love  of  Riches  very  Dangerous 

A  tree  when  it  is  half  cut  through  deceives  the  elephant  when  he 
leans  unto  it ;  mandrage  if  duly  taken  is  good  physic ;  but  if  im- 
moderately,  it  casts  into  a  dead  sleep,  congeals  the  spirits,  a 
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deadens  the  natural  faculty ;  and  as  Sir  Francis  Bacon  said  of  par- 
liaments in  England,  that  they  are  very  good  purges  to  evacuate 
the  ill  humours  of  the  body  politic,  but  very  bad  diet-drink  to  live 
upon,  weakening  the  vigorous  spirits  thereof,  and  making  it  liable 
to  much  inconvenience :  such  is  the  immoderate  love  of  riches 
and  the  things  of  this  life,  they  deceive  all  that  lean  unto  them, 
there  is  no  safety  in  living  upon  them,  no  rest  in  the  acquiring  of 
them  ;  they  cast  their  favourites  and  all  such  as  dote  upon  them 
into  strange  dreams,  their  reason  and  understanding  being  stupi- 
fied,  their  devotion  and  goodness  congealed,  and  in  fine  their 
bodies  and  souls  in  great  jeopardy  to  be  everlastingly  damned. 

Plinius  in  Hill,  Nat.       Rick.  Middlcton's  Heavenly  Progress. 

1 945.  Worldly  Honours  and  Greatness,  their 
Vanity  to  be  Considered. 

The  Romans,  to  express  the  vanity  of  worldly  honour  and  great- 
ness, painted  honour  in  the  temple  of  Apollo  as  representing  the 
form  of  a  man,  with  a  rose  in  his  right  hand,  a  lily  in  his  left,  above 
him  a  solsequy  or  marigold,  and  under  him  wormwood,  with  this 
inscription,  Levate,  Consider ;  by  all  this  declaring,  that  man  in 
this  world  flourisheth  as  a  rose  in  delights  and  riches,  but  at  night, 
that  is,  in  the  time  of  death  or  adversity,  he  is  dried  up,  rejected 
and  set  at  nought,  as  a  dried  rose  which  all  the  day  long  is  carried 
in  the  hand  with  contentment,  but  being  once  withered  is  cast 
away  on  the  dunghill ;  the  lily  excelling  Solomon  in  its  glorious 
clothing,  but  the  leaves  falling  it  becomes  sordid,  aptly  denoting 
the  favour  of  man  whilst  in  worldly  honour,  but  once  clouded  by 
misfortune  made  of  no  account ;  the  marigold,  opening  and 
shutting  with  the  sun,  showing  that  when  the  eun  of  prosperity 
shines,  he  sees  all  things  delectable,  but  the  sun  setting,  death  or 
adversity  approaching,  then  appears  nothing  but  darkness  and 
horror  of  the  grave  ;  the  wormwood  signifying,  that  all  the  delights 
in  this  world  are  sweet  in  the  execution,  but  bitter  in  the  retribu- 
tion, no  better  than  a  bitter  potion,  and  the  very  gall  of  dragons. 
Lastly,  the  word  Levate,  is  very  necessary,  Lift  up  your  heads  and 
consider,  ye  that  are  proud  of  your  honours  and  greatness,  ye  are 
but  roses  that  will  wither,  lilies  that  will  lose  their  beauty,  mari- 
golds that  open  and  shut  with  the  sun,  and  your  portion  without 
repentance  will  be  but  wormwood  and  bitterness. 

Wol/gang.  Lazius  de  Rebus  Rom.  Discite  in  hoc  mundo  svpra  mvndttm  esse. 
&*c.  Ambros.  in  Lib.  de  Virg.  Dr.  Slaughters  Serin,  at  Mercers' 
Chattel,  Land.,  1635. 
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1946.  The  Heart  of  a  IVorldly-minded  Man 
never  satisfied. 

Alexander  on  a  time  having  many  philosophers  with  him  at  a 
banquet,  would  needs  have  it  put  to  the  question,  what  was  the 
greatest  thing  in  the  world.  Some  of  them  said,  the  hill  Olympus, 
some  the  sun,  some  the  earth,  some  one  thing  and  some  another ; 
but  one  ol  them  said,  that  surely  the  heart  of  man  must  needs  be 
the  greatest,  because  that  in  a  moment  it  passed  through  the 
whole  world,  heaven,  earth,  sea  and  all :  and  such  is  the  heart  of 
every  worldly-minded  man,  though  in  the  substance  of  it,  such  a 
bit  as  will  hardly  give  a  kite  a  breakfast,  yet  of  that  extent  as 
the  desires  thereof,  lotus  tton  sufficit  orbis,  the  whole  world  is 
able  to  satisfy  it.  If  an  earthly-minded  man  should  gain  u 
himself  the  whole  world,  and  being  placed  in  the  middle  of  it, 
that,  if  possible,  he  might  at  once  view  his  purchase,  he  wo 
Alexander-like  ask  whether  there  were  any  more  worlds,  any  m 
land,  any  more  wealth  that  he  might  grasp  that  into  his  hands  a"' 

Phil.  Nepos  in  Vita.    Plutarch.      Hugo,  de  Anima,  Lib.  i.      Jer.  Lett. 
Semi,  at  St.  Paul's,  Lendon,  1627. 


1947.  Pride  in  Apparel  condemned. 


Our  chronicles  record  it  of  William  Rufus,  one  of  the  three  Nor- 
man kings,  who  in  his  time  was  held  for  one  sumptuous  in  his  ap- 
parel, that,  when  his  chamberlain  had  brought  him  a  pair  of  new 
breeches  to  put  on,  and  he  demanding  what  they  cost,  it  was  an- 
swered, eight  shillings,  the  king  baing  offended,  bade  him  begon 
like  a  beggar,  and  bring  him  a  pair  of  a  mark  price.  Now  it 
much  to  be  feared,  that  histories  for  the  time  to  come  shall  ha 
little  or  no  cause  at  all  to  commend  our  sober  moderatiou  in 
kind,  but  rather  complain  of  the  most  intolerable  and  damned 
cess  that  ever  reigned  amongst  Christians,  such  being  the  van 
thereof,  that  sexes  can  hardly  be  distinguished ;  and  when  z 
sees  men  and  women  in  their  bravery,  they  may  safely  concl 
many  of  them  to  be  in  the  midst  of  their  wealth,  the  basest 
them  wearing  more  in  gold  and  silver  lace,  or  a  set  of  points,  th 
would  in  times  past  have  bought  one  of  our  ancient  kings  a 
of  apparel. 

Sirjoh.  Hay-ward's  Thrtt  Korman  Kings.       T.  Adams'  Sermon  at  St.  Ben. 
ttet't,  '635.  Jmpudicusquisqueulvidwturntagnijkus,satagitvcstiripr 

/loiigriius,  &*c.  justm. 
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1948.  Careless  IVorldly  Hearers  of  God's 

Word  to  be  reproved. 

It  is  said  by  the  naturalists,  (how  true,  let  them  look  to  it,)  that  a 
vessel  being  made  of  the  ivy-tree,  if  water  and  wine  be  poured  into 
it  together,  the  wine  will  leak  out,  and  leave  the  water  behind  it. 
Such  are  all  careless,  worldly  hearers  of  God's  Word,  they  hold  a 
true  resemblance  with  this  wood  for  receiving  into  them  the  wine 
of  Gospel  dispensations,  which  should  inebriate  them  with  the 
love  of  God  and  goodness,  and  also  taking  in  the  water  of  worldly 
apprehensions,  they  leave  out  all  the  wine,  forget  all  the  good,  so 
that  nothing  remains  behind  but  the  puddled  water  of  vanity, 
pride,  ambition,  luxury,  and  such  other  pests  of  the  soul,  which, 
without  the  mercy  of  God  upon  true  repentance,  will  endanger  it 
to  all  eternity. 

Plin.  Hist.  Nat.,  Lib.  xvi.  cap.  35.       Ben.  Victor,  Empyricr.. 

1949.  Pride  and  Ambition,  the  Folly  thereof. 

It  is  reported  of  a  certain  philosopher,  who  dying,  demised  a  great 
sum  of  money  to  him  that  should  be  found  most  foolish,  and  left 
another  philosopher  his  executor.  It  fell  out  so,  that  travelling 
many  countries  to  find  out  a  man  exceeding  all  others  in  folly, 
that  he  came  to  Rome,  where  a  consul  abusing  his  place,  was 
adjudged  to  death,  and  another  immediately  chosen,  who  joyfully 
took  it  upon  him  ;  to  this  man  the  philosopher  delivered  the  sum 
of  money,  telling  him  that  he  was  the  most  foolish  man  in  the 
world,  who,  seeing  the  miserable  end  of  his  predecessor,  yet  was 
nothing  daunted  therewith,  but  joyfully  took  upon  him  the  succes- 
sion of  his  office.  O  how  foolish  then  are  the  most  men  of  this 
world,  that  live  and  see  the  miserable  wreck  that  pride  and  ambition 
have  made  everywhere  I  In  Heaven,  in  Paradise,  and  through  the 
whole  world  and  every  part  thereof,  (especially  that  of  the  court 
of  great  ones,  where  but  few  prosper,  and  those  that  prosper 
perish,)  yet  dare  adventure  with  joy  and  contentment  to  hoist  out 
their  sails,  and  ran  themselves  upon  such  dangerous  rocks,  ruin 
and  destruction, 

Grtg.  de  la  Nuta,  Tract.  Evaug.  Conr.  Zuingenit  in  Tltcat.  Hum.  Vita, 

Lib.  XYi,  Nat.  SAute's  Strut,  at  St.  Mildred's,  Poultney,  Lend ,  J 638. 
Ante  culmai  lubricwn. 
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1950.  Men  by  Nature  looking  more  after  th 
Bodies  than  their  Souls. 

Socrates,  one  day  meeting  Xenophon,  the  son  of  Gryllus,  in  a 
certain  angiport,  or  Haven-street,  and  seeing  him  a  youth  of  great 
hopes,  stayed  him  with  his  staff,  and  asked  him  this  question, 
Where  was  the  place  where  several  merchandises  and  commodities 
were  to  be  sold  ?  To  whom  Xenophon  readily  replied,  In  such  a 
place  he  might  be  furnished  with  all  sorts.  Then  Socrates  de- 
manded of  him  another  question,  Where  was  the  place  where  men 
were  to  be  made  good  1  To  this  his  answer  was  that  he  could 
not  tell.  Then  saith  Socrates  to  him,  Follow  me,  that  thou  mayest 
learn  it.  And  so  from  that  time  he  began  to  be  Socrates'  scholar. 
Now,  as  it  was  with  Xenophon  at  that  time,  so  it  is  now  with  most 
part  of  Christians,  they  know  readily,  and  are  very  well  versed  in  all 
the  ways  of  worldly  trade  and  commerce,  as  having  special  care 
to  be  ignorant  of  nothing  that  belongs  to  profit  or  pleasure  ;  but 
if  the  demand  be  made  concerning  the  pearl  of  price,  the  rich 
merchandise  of  the  soul,  the  graces  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  and  where 
and  how  one  may  purchase  them,  they  answer  with  Xenoph 
they  cannot  tell ;  and  why  ?  because  they  never  made  it  their  w 
to  enquire  after  things  of  that  nature. 

Diog.  Laert.  in  Vita.      Mattk.  Sti/a'  Strut,  at  St.  Grtgory's,  Lond.,  1639^ 

1 95 1.  Magistrates,  Ministers,  &c,  their 
Rule  to  Walk  by. 

The  seamen  have  a  proverb,  or  rather  a  riddle,  Mare  ab  imbeciUi- 
bus  victum  fortiora  vincit,  that  the  sea  is  overcome  of  things  weak, 
but  the  strongest  are  overcome  of  the  sea,  which  is  thus  to  be 
understood:  That  those  fabulous,  dirty,  and  fenny  places  about 
the  sea,  are  by  aggregation  and  access  of  mire,  sand,  and  other 
things  falling  into  them,  continually  enlarged,  and  so  the  sea  about 
such  places  is  contracted,  restrained,  and  as  it  were  overcome ; 
but  the  rocky,  strong,  and  hard  places  are  by  the  sea  strongly 
assaulted,  and  by  little  and  little  so  battered  and  eaten  out.  that  it 
nets  much  ground  there,  and  overcomes  that  stony-hearted  oppo- 
sition. A  good  rule  for  magistrates,  ministers,  and  men  in  power 
10  walk  by,  to  be  gentle  and  loving,  and  of  a  yielding  disposition 
to  the  humble,  virtuous,  and  religious  persons*  and  suffer  such  to 
be  overcome  by  them  ;  but  to  t\\e  stoMoovev,  stiff-necked,  and 
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proud  rebellious  spirits,  to  extend  the  waves  and  billows  of  their 
justice  and  power,  to  break  down  their  oppositions,  and  bring  under 
their  aspiring  thoughts,  but  with  this  proviso,  that  their  sins  may 
be  hated,  not  their  persons,  and  that  to  be  done  too,  not  with  a 
desire  of  revenge,  but  of  healing  and  curing  their  infirmities. 

Joh.  Apostol.  Paramitc.      T/u>.  dt  Trugitto,  TJiaaur.  Continual. 

1952.  Graces  of  the  Spirit  to  be  made  the 

Soul's  Furniture. 

Alexander,  having  conquered  Darius,  there  was  a  box  brought 
unto  him  from  the  king's  cabin,  curiously  wrought  with  gold  and 
pearl ;  and  asking  of  them  (who  were  not  ignorant  of  the  Persian's 
profuseness  and  vanity)  what  use  there  was  of  so  precious  a 
vessel,  it  was  answered  that  the  king  used  therein  to  keep  his  oint- 
ments, which  as  soon  as  he  understood,  he  gave  order  forthwith 
that  it  should  be  the  keeper  of  a  more  precious  jewel,  meaning 
the  Iliads  of  Homer,  and  be  no  more  called  fivpoO^xtov,  but 
'OnypoOljKtov,  not  the  box  of  ointments,  but  the  box  of  Homer. 
Now,  how  much  rather  should  every  Christian  make  his  most 
precious  soul  (which  hath  for  a  long  time  been  no  better  than  a 
cage  full  of  unclean  birds,  the  keeper  of  vice  and  all  kind  of  vanity) 
a  temple  fit  for  the  Holy  Ghost  to  dwell  in,  a  vessel  and  preserver 
of  the  graces  of  God's  Holy  Spirit. 

Phil.  Nefios  in  Vita.       Rich,  dt  Mediavilla,  Progressus  Ctrlatit, 

1953.  Discretion  the  Guide  of  all  Religious 

A  ctions. 

There  is  a  story  how  divers  ancient  fathers  came  to  St.  Anthony, 
enquiring  of  him,  What  virtue  did  by  a  direct  line  lead  to  perfec- 
tion, that  so  a  man  might  shun  the  snares  of  Satan  1  He  bade 
every  one  of  them  speak  his  opinion.  One  said,  Watching  and 
sobriety  ;  another  said,  Fasting  and  discipline  ;  a  third  said, 
Humble  prayer  ;  a  fourth  said,  Poverty  and  obedience  ;  and 
another,  Piety  and  works  of  mercy ;  but  when  every  one  had  spoken 
his  mind,  his  answer  was,  That  all  these  were  excellent  graces  in- 
deed, but  discretion  was  the  chief  of  them  all.  And  so  without 
all  doubt  it  is,  being  the  very  auriga  virtutum,  the  guide  of  all 
virtuous  and  religious  actions,  the  moderator  and  orderer  of  all 
the  affections  ;  for  whatsoever  is  done  with  it  is  virtue,  •&.wWW\. 
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without  it  is  vice.  An  ounce  of  discretion  is  said  to  be  worth 
pound  of  learning;  as  zeal  without  knowledge  is  blind,  so  know- 
ledge without  discretion  is  lame,  like  a  sword  in  a  madman's 
hand,  able  to  do  much,  apt  to  do  nothing.  Tolle  hanc  ei  virius 
viiium  erit,  he  that  will  fast  must  fast  with  discretion,  he  must  so 
mortify  that  he  do  not  kill  the  flesh  ;  he  that  gives  alms  to  the 
poor  must  do  it  with  discretion,  omni  petaiti  twn  omnia  petcnti, 
to  every  one  that  doth  ask,  but  not  every  thing  that  he  doth  ask  ; 
so  likewise  pray  with  discretion,  observing  place  and  time  ;  place, 
lest  he  be  reputed  a  hypocrite;  time,  lest  he  be  accounted  a 
heretic.  And  thus  it  is,  that  discretion  is  to  be  made  the  guide  of 
all  religious  performances. 

Cassinn,  CollaU  it.  tap  2.  Bern.,  Srrm,  in  Cant.  Discretio  virtu  ti- 
bus  modum  imponit,  sine  qua,  Src.  ftt.  Ravi*  in  Sena.  Nick.  Gorran, 
in  Rem.  *il     Augustin.  Nitres,  lvii. 

1954.  Humility  Exalted. 

The  naturalists  do  observe  that  the  Egyptian  fig  tree  being  put 
into  the  water  presently  sinks  to  the  bottom  ;  but  being  well  soaked 
with  moisture,  contrary  to  the  nature  of  all  other  wood,  buoys 
itself  up  to  the  top  of  the  water.  So  we  may  say  of  humble-minded 
men,  they  keep  the  lowest  place  and  degree  in  everything ;  but 
when  in  such  places  they  are  soaked  with  the  waters  of  grace  and 
devotion,  with  the  waters  of  tears  and  compunction  of  heart,  with 
the  waters  of  pity  and  compassion  of  other  men's  miseries,  then  do 
they  (after  death  especially)  swim  up  to  that  incomparable  height 
of  glory  which  God  hath  assured  to  the  poor  in  spirit. 

Plin.  Hut.  Nat.,  Lib.  xiiL  cap.  7.       Theophrast.  Dioscorid. 

1955.  No  Worldly  Thing  must  Hinder  the 
Service  of  God. 

It  was  a  good  saying  out  of  a  wicked  man's  mouth,  when  Balak 
put  hard  upon  Balaam  to  curee  the  people  of  God,  No,  says  he,  I 
cannot  do  it,  if  Balak  would  give  me  his  house  full  of  silver  and 
gold.  I  cannot  do  it;  I  cannot  go  beyond  the  commandment  of 
God  to  do  either  good  or  bad  of  my  own  mind,  but  what  the  Lord 
saith,  that  will  I  speak,  Numb.  xxiv.  13,,  And  thus  it  is,  that  when 
a  man  is  put  upon  any  sinful  design,  such  as  shall  not  be  agree- 
able to  the  Word  of  God,  nor  suit  with  the  dictates  of  his  own  con- 
science,  let  him  desist  with  that  resolution  of  Joseph,  How  can  I 
do  this  great  wickedness,  and  so  s\t\  agavcisX  God  1    Avoid  Satan 
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away  with  riches,  honours,  preferments,  Sec,  if  they  once  appear  to 
disengage  me  from  the  service  of  ray  God  j  if  not  only  a  house 
full  of  gold  and  silver,  but  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  were  to 
be  at  my  disposal,  I  would  forego  them  all,  forsake  them  all,  that 
I  might  stick  close  unto  the  service  of  so  good  a  Master  as  God  is. 

Ralpk  Venning 's  Serm.  at  St.  Olavfi,  Soutkivark,  1 0-4. 

1956.  Every  Man  is  to  Make  himself  sure  of 

Heaven  and  Heavenly  Things. 

It  is  related  of  a  man,  that  being  upon  the  point  of  drowning  in 
a  great  river,  he  looked  up  and  saw  the  rainbow  in  the  clouds,  and 
considering  that  God  had  set  it  there  as  a  sign  of  His  covenant, 
never  more  to  drown  the  world  by  water,  makes  this  sad  conclu- 
sion to  himself :  But  what  if  He  save  the  whole  world  from  a  deluge 
of  waters,  and  suffer  me  to  be  drowned  here  in  this  river,  I  shall  be 
never  the  better  for  that;  when  I  am  once  gone,  all  the  world  is  gone 
with  me.  Thus  it  is  in  the  matter  of  Heaven  and  heavenly  things, 
as  in  the  point  of  calling  and  election  ;  whereas  it  is  said,  That 
many  are  called,  but  few  are  chosen,  Matt.  xx.  16 ;  so  that  if  u 
man  cannot  make  out  unto  himself,  that  he  is  none  of  the  many 
so  called,  and  one  of  the  few  that  shall  be  certainly  saved  he  must 
needs  be  but  in  a  sad  condition.  What  is  the  blood  of  Christ, 
though  in  itself  sufficient  to  save  ten  thousand  worlds,  if  it  be  not 
efficient  in  the  application  thereof  unto  his  soul?  he  shall  be  never 
the  better  for  it.  What  if  the  gospel  come  to  him  in  word  only, 
and  not  in  power,  not  in  the  Holy  Ghost  and  full  assurance  !  it 
would  do  him  little  good.  What  are  promises,  if  he  be  not  heir 
of  them  '?  What  are  mercies,  if  he  be  no  sharer  in  them  ?  What 
is  heaven,  if  he  have  no  evidence  for  it  1  And  what  is  Christ, 
(though  all  in  all  in  Himself,  yet  nothing,  nay  the  further  occasion 
of  damnation  to  him)  if  he  be  not  in  Himl  John  iii.  19. 

Alard.  Atmsttlredami  Sdtct.  Similitud. 

1957.  The  Death  of  Faithful  Magistrates, 
Ministers,  &c.,  to  be  lamented. 

It  is  reported  in  the  life  of  St.  Ambrose,  that  when  he  heard  of 
the  death  of  any  holy  minister  of  Christ,  he  would  weep  bitterly. 
The  like  may  be  read  of  Philo  the  learned  Jew,  that  when  he 
came  to  any  town  or  village,  and  heard  of  the  4e,aX\\  ol  «K"j 
vol.  11.  1«i 
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man  there  dwelling,  he  would  mourn  exceedingly  because  of  the 
great  loss  that  that  place  and  the  whole  church  of  Christ  had  re- 
ceived thereby.  How  much  more  cause  have  we  then  of  this 
nation  to  lament  our  sad  condition,  who  have  in  few  years  lost  so 
many  reverend,  learned,  and  godly  ministers,  magistrates,  and 
others.  Needs  must  we  languish  when  the  breath  of  our  nostrils 
is  expired ;  needs  must  the  church  be  in  a  torturing  state  when 
her  props  and  supporters  are  taken  away ;  and  such  an  one  is 
every  good  magistrate  in  his  place,  every  painful  preacher  in  his 
parochial  charge,  every  child  of  God  in  the  precinct  where  he 
dwells ;  and  if  the  taking  away  of  any  of  these  be  not  matter  of 
sorrow,  I  know  not  what  is. 

In  Vita  Ambros.,  per  Pau/imim.       Lib.  de  Vita  Jfosis.       Ed.  Calamy't 
Preface  to  M.  Ash's  Serm.  at  Fun.  ofjer.  Whitaker,  1654. 

1958.  Antinomian  Madness. 

It  is  said  of  Lycurgus,  that  being  cast  into  a  frenzy  by  Dion 
in  that  distemper  thinking  to  have  cut  down  a  vine,  with  the  same 
hatchet  slew  his  own  son.  So  the  antinomist  being  possessed  with 
a  spiritual  frenzy,  which  he  calls  zeal ;  when  he  lifts  up  his 
hatchet  to  cut  oft  some  errors,  which  like  luxuriant  branches 
have  sprung  up  about  the  law,  cuts  down  at  unawares  the  very  law 
itself,  both  root  and  branch,  making  the  observation  of  it  arbitrary 
in  respect  of  salvation,  or  as  a  parenthesis  in  a  sentence,  where  the 
sense  may  be  perfect  without  it ;  for  under  colour  of  advancing 
God's  free  grace  in  man's  salvation,  and  affecting  Christian  liberty, 
they  abrogate  the  whole  moral  law,  as  if  it  were  worthy  of  no  bet- 
ter entertainment  among  Christians  than  Jehoiakim  gave  to  Jere- 
miah's prophecies,  when  he  cut  the  roll  in  pieces  and  threw  it 
into  the  fire  to  be  consumed,  J-er.  xxxvi.  23. 

Apollodor.  de  Origine  Dearum.  Lib.  iii.       In  the  Preface  to  Lane.  And. 
Winton,  on  Command. 

1959-  Tlie  Devil's  Policy  to  Root  out 
Learning. 

It  is  said  of  Julian  the  apostate,  that  he  might  the  betterroot 
the  name  of  Christianity,  he  did  disgrace  the  orthodox  bish 
cast  an  odium  upon  the  honour  and  office  of  priesthood, 
away  church  maintenance  and  church  privileges,  forbade  Chris 
schools  and  places  of  learning  for  instruction  of  their  youth, 
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mitted  not  the  Christians  to  meet  together,  not  to  have  any  bene- 
fit of  law,  any  share  in  government,  or  any  degree  of  dignity  ;  and 
all  this  that  he  might  the  better  advance  his  own  wicked  designs. 
Thus  the  devil  by  such  and  the  like  artifices  projecteth  the  dis- 
honour of  learning  and  learned  men,  that  so  in  the  dark  of  igno- 
rance and  decay  of  arts,  he  may  form  and  complete  the  model  of 
his  own  diabolical  kingdom,  that  having  put  out  the  eye  of  good 
instruction,  he  may  seduce  the  poor  silly  people  as  captives  at  his 
will. 

Sozohuh,  Lit.  v.  cap.  5.         Thcodoret,  Lib.  iii.  cap.  7,       E.  Waterhouse's 
Apology  fur  Learning. 

i960.  The  Excellency  of  a  Good  Name. 

There  is  mention  made  by  St.  Basil,  vex1"!  T"  ^pioi^p^"  (hjptvTtxtj, 
of  a  certain  art  of  drawing  of  pigeons  to  their  dove-houses  10  those 
countries,  by  anointing  the  wings  of  one  of  them  with  a  sweet 
ointment,  and  it  being  sent  abroad,  doth  by  the  fragrancy  of  that 
ointment  as  it  were  decoy,  invite,  and  allure  others  to  that  house 
where  itself  is  a  domestic.  Thus  as  a  good  name  is  bonum  utile, 
a  second  patrimony,  Prov.  xxii.  i,  and  bonum  honeslum,  one  of 
the  requisites  that  make  up  a  complete  Christian,  so  it  is  bonum 
jucundum,  better  than  a  precious  ointment,  Eccles.  vii.  1,  than  an 
ointment  poured  forth,  drawing  all  good  men  after  the  savour 
thereof,  so  that  a  preacher  well  reported  of  shall  not  want  hearers  j 
a  physician  of  good  report  shall  not  want  patients  ;  the  lawyer  that 
hath  a  good  report  shall  not  want  clients ;  nor  the  schoolmaster, 
scholars  ;  nor  the  tradesman,  customers ;  nor  the  poor  man,  friends. 
Such  is  the  attractive  faculty  of  a  good  name,  Cant.  i.  3. 

Epist.  ad  Juiittom,  clxxv.      D.  WtstficiWi  Serm.  at  St.  PauTt,  Lend.,  1641. 

1 96 1.  Wicked  Children  a  Great  Grief  to 
their  Parents. 

St.  Augustine  reports  of  his  mother  Monica,  that  as  often  as  her 
children  did  sin  against  God,  so  often  she  did,  as  it  were,  travail 
in  birth  of  them  again ;  every  evil  report  she  heard  did,  as  it 
were,  cause  a  new  throw ;  nay,  it  is  verily  thought  the  pains  and 
pangs  of  childbirth  are  not  so  tedious  to  the  mother  as  those 
after  pains,  that  are  caused  by  the  lewd  conversation  of  their  un- 
gracious children.  For  those  pains,  though  they  be  sharp,  they 
arc  soon  over,  and  there  is  some  comfort  in  the  midst  of  them. 
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that  a  child  is  coming  into  the  world.  But  when  a  good  Eunice, 
i  Tim.  i.  5,  a  careful  mother,  shall  do  her  best  endeavour  to  train 
up  her  children  in  the  fear  of  God,  acquainting  them  with  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  which  are  able  to  make  them  wise  to  salvation,  and  yet 
at  last  shall  find  all  her  labour  lost,  her  hopes  frustrated,  her 
children  carried  away  with  lewd  and  vicious  company  into  all 
manner  of  loose  conversation,  this  must  needs  bring  her  gray  head 
with  sorrow  to  the  grave,  Prov.  x.  1 . 

In  Lib.  Confess.         Curas  pariuttl  liberi  magnum  malum  si  quid  human 

eis  atcidat. 

1962.  God's  Omniscience. 

Pierius,  in  his  Hieroglyphics,  wittily  resembles  God  by  the  pic 
of  an  eye  standing  upon  the  top  of  a  staff,  the  staff  being  an  em- 
blem of  His  power  and  sceptre  wherewith  He  governs ;  and  the  eye 
as  an  express  of  His  all-searching  knowledge,  whereby  He  dives  and 
pierceth  into  the  secrets  of  all  hearts.  Thus  it  is  that  no  man  can 
entertain  a  sinful  thought  though  slumbering  upon  his  bed  ;  nor 
effect  a  wicked  purpose,  though  bolted  in  his  lodging  when  the 
windows  are  closed  and  the  curtains  drawn,  but  ad  lutue  lumina 
visus  erit,  the  eye  of  Heaven  sees  it,  knows  it,  and  writes  it  down 
in  the  book  of  accounts,  yea,  and  at  the  last  day  will  summon  and 
warn  that  soul  to  a  reckoning  for  it. 

Pier.  f/ierog.  Lib.  xxjtiii.,  tx  Cyrilla  et  Euchtrio.       Totus  oculus  est  Deus,  lh\: 

Virgil,  Eclog.  vi. 


1963.  The  Lawful  Use  of  Human  Learning 
in  Sermons. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  of  ever  blessed  memory,  having  heard 
Thomas  Dove,  Bishop  of  Peterborough,  preach  before  her  at 
manor  of  Richmond,  (he  being  a  most  eloquent  and  faceti 
scholar),  said  that  she  thought  verily  the  Holy  Ghost  was  descen 
again  in  this  Dove.    And  surely,  whatsoever  others  may  th 
of  human  learning  as  rhetorical  figures  and  tropes,  and  other 
ficial  ornaments  of  speech  taken  from  profane  authors  to  be 
paintings  fitter  for  wanton  strumpets,  than  habits  for  chaste  ma" 
more  beseeming  the  stage  than  the  pulpit ;  yet  let  such  know, 
Judith  did  attire  her  head  as  well  as  Jezebel,  and  that  seeing 
the  extraordinary  gifts  of  tongues  and  miracles  are  ceased, 
that  knowledge  is  not  infusa  bul  acquisiia^  eloquence  may 
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as  a  handmaid,  and  tropes  and  figures  as  jewels  and  ornaments  to 
adorn  the  the  chaste  matron,  divinity. 

Sir  John  Harrington  s  View  of  the  Church  of  England.        Scientia  naturalis 
theologiee  ancilla.    Tho.  p.  I.  qti.  I. 

1964.  God  the  only  Searcher  of  the  Secrets 
of  the  Heart. 

Aram,  King  of  Syria,  by  the  advice  of  his  council,  secretly  layeth 
an  ambuscade  for  the  host  of  Israel,  but  God  revealed  the  whole 
plot  to  Elisha  the  prophet,  and  he  to  the  King  of  Israel,  2  Kings 
vi.  9,  whereby  they  all  escaped,  there  being  not  a  word  spoken  in 
their  enemies'  bed-chamber,  not  a  thought  or  intimation  of  a 
thought  but  God  discloseth  it  for  their  good.  And  thus,  though  the 
heart  of  man  be  seated  in  a  darksome  closet,  walled  round  about 
with  flesh,  swaddled  up  and  covered  with  the  richest  hangings  of 
nature's  wardrobe,  so  charily  attended,  so  shrouded  with  veils, 
that  though  he  bear  it  in  his  bosom,  feed  it  with  his  own  goods, 
study  to  delight  and  please  it,  though  it  be  his  own,  yet  if  he 
would  give  a  world  for  the  sight  of  it,  he  could  not  have  it ;  yet 
neither  is  the  heart  so  close  imprisoned,  but  God  beholds  it,  1 
Kings  viii.  39,  1  Chron.  xxviii.  9,  nor  a  thought  so  privily  con- 
ceived but  He  descries  it,  nor  a  spark  of  lust  so  softly  blown  and 
kindled  but  He  discerns  it,  nor  the  smallest  seed  of  ungodliness  so 
warily  covered,  but  He  reveals  it,  Heb.  iv.  13. 

Tho.  Sutton's  Second  Summons  for  England 

1965.  The  Devil's  Cunning  to  Deceive. 

It  was  anciently  said  of  Eucrates,  (a  crafty  companion  that  would 
do  anything  for  advantage,)  Vias  novit  quibus  ejfugiat  Eucrates, 
Eucrates  has  more  tricks  than  one,  there  is  no  trap  will  easily 
catch  him.  So  may  we  say  of  that  subtle  servant  the  devil  (whose 
agent  every  godless  man  is)  that  mille  habet  noctndi  artcs,  he  hath 
a  thousand  ways  to  deceive,  he  can  ehherjinge/  e  personam,  as  when 
he  appeared  in  Samuel's  mantle,  1  Sam.  xxviii.  14,  or  sumcre  per- 
sonam, when  he  gave  that  fata!  rout  to  all  mankind.  Gen  iii.  4;  so 
it  may  make  for  his  hellish  improvement,  he  can  transform  himself 
into  any  shape  whatsoever  :  nay,  he  knoweth  how  to  be  an  angel 
of  light,  to  deceive  (if  it  were  possible)  the  very  elect. 


Erasmi  Adagia.       Aristophan.  in  EquiiUmj. 


39° 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &C 


1966.  Men  seeking  after  High  Preferment 
not  ft  to  be  Entertained  therein. 

Scipio. being  made  general  of  the  Roman  army,  was  to  name  his 
quaestor,  or  treasurer  for  the  wars,  whom  he  thought  fit,  it  being  3 
place,  in  those  days,  as  is  now  in  these,  of  great  importance ;  one 
that  looked  upon  himself  to  have  a  special  interest  in  Scipio's 
favour,  becomes  an  earnest  suitor  for  it,  but  by  the  delay  mistrust- 
ing he  should  be  answered  in  the  negative,  importuned  him  orie 
day  for  an  answer  ;  Think  not  unkindness  in  me,  said  Scipio.  that 
I  delay  you  thus,  for  I  have  been  as  earnest  with  a  friend  of  mine 
to  take  it,  and  cannot  as  yet  prevail  with  him  ;  intimating  hereby 
that  high  preferments,  offices  of  charge  and  conscience,  are  fitti 
for  such  as  shun  them  modestly,  rather  than  such  as  seek  th 
greedily ;  and  without  all  doubt,  he  that  hunteth  after  any  pla 
or  dignity,  whether  in  church  or  commonwealth,  that  doth 
movtre  lapidem,  leave  no  stone  unmoved,  no  means  unattempted, 
no  friend  unsolicited,  doth  but  declare  himself  as  one  biassed  to 
his  own,  not  the  public  interest,  and  so  a  man  unfitting  ;  whereas 
he  that  lies  dormant,  till  preferment  awaken  him,  that  humbly 
carrier.!)  an  inferior  condition,  till  he  hear  the  governor's  voice. 
Friend,  sit  up  higher,  Luke  xiv,  10,  is  the  only  man  fit  to  be  en- 


lUJLJb. 

place 


trusted. 

Plutarch,  Apophthegm. 


Nec  ahnuendum,  ti  dat  imferium  Dais  ;  A'ar  appe- 

tendum.    Sen.  in  Thyeste. 


1967.  Prayer  and  Endeavour  to  be  Joint 
together. 

The  Pagans,  in  their  fabulous  legend,  have  a  story  of  Her 
(whom  for  his  strength  they  counted  a  god)  how  a  carter,  forsoot.. 
had  overthrown  his  cart,  and  sat  in  the  way,  crying,  Help,  Her- 
cules, 0  Hercules  help  me ;  at  last  Hercules,  or  one  in  his  like- 
ness, came  to  him,  and  laid  on  him  a  good  cudgel,  saying,  Ah, 
thoJ  silly  lazy  fellow,  callest  thou  to^e  for  help  and  dost  nothing 
thyself?  Arise  and  set  to  thy  shoulder  and  heave  thy  part,  then 
pray  to  me  for  help,  and  I  will  do  the  rest.  Thus  in  the  matter  of 
prayer  unto  God,  we  must  do  somewhat  on  our  parts  ;  it  is  not, 
as  we  say,  lying  in  a  ditch,  and  crying  out,  God  help  us,  that  ■ 
bring  us  out.  Shall  a  scholar  pray  to  God  to  make  him  learne 
is  bookl    SV\a\\  a  Vwisbaadman  pray  for  a  go 


and 
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harvest  and  throw  his  plough  into  the  hedge  ?  No,  no,  as  Bishop 
Day  said  once  in  a  sermon  before  Queen  Elizabeth,  It  is  not  a 
praying  to  God,  but  a  tempting  of  God,  to  beg  His  blessing  without 
doing  our  endeavour  also. 

L.  Gyraldus,  de  Diis  Gent.  Synt.  :o.       Porphyrii  Quast.  Homtri. 

1968.  Men  to  be  Ready  to  Die  for  Christ. 

It  is  reported  of  Jeremiah  Whitaker,  an  able  minister,  (now 
with  God,)  that  riding  with  an  intimate  friend  by  Tyburn,  (which 
he  had  not  known,  or  not  observed  before,)  demanded  what  that 
was,  and  answer  being  made,  This  is  Tyburn,  where  many  male- 
factors lost  their  lives  ;  he  stopped  his  horse,  and  uttered  these 
words  with  great  affection,  O  what  a  shame  is  it  that  so  many 
thousands  should  die  here  for  the  satisfaction  of  their  lusts,  and  so 
few  be  found  willing  to  lay  down  their  lives  for  Christ ;  why  should 
not  we  in  a  good  cause,  and  upon  a  good  call,  he  ready  to  be 
hanged  for  Jesus  Christ  1  it  would  be  everlasting  honour,  and  it  is 
a  thousand  times  better  to  die  for  Christ,  to  be  hanged,  to  be 
burnt,  than  to  die  in  our  beds.  And  most  true  it  is,  that  it  were 
every  way  more  glorious  to  die  for  Christ  than  to  live  without  Him, 
such  was  the  Christian  temper  of  the  blessed  aposde,  that  he  was 
not  only  willing  to  be  bound,  but  to  die  for  the  Lord  Jesus,  Acts 
xxi.  13.  And  after  him  those  primitive  Christians,  how  ambitious 
were  they  of  martyrdom  in  the  cause  of  Christ !  And  of  late  in 
the  times  of  that  Marian  persecution,  how  many  cheerfully,  and 
willingly  laid  down  their  lives,  mounting  Elijah-like  to  Heaven  in 
fiery  chariots  !  And  so  must  every  good  Christian  be  ready  to  do, 
to  die  for  Christ,  willingly  to  endure  the  cross,  and  not  to  shrink 
back  for  any  torment  whatsoever. 

Sim.  Aih's  Serm.  at  his  Funeral,  1654.       Joh.  Fox's  Martyrology. 

1969.  The  Generality  of  Men  not  endv.ring  to 
Hear  of  Death, 

Dr.  Rudd,  then  Bishop  of  St.  David's,  preaching  before  Queen 
Elizabeth,  A.D.  1596,  on  Ptalm  xc.  12,  So  teach  us  to  number 
our  days,  &c,  fell  upon  some  sacred  and  mystical  numbers,  as 
three  for  the  trinity,  three  times  three  for  the  heavenly  hierarchy, 
seven  for  the  Sabbath,  and  at  last  upon  seven  times  nine  for  the 
grand  climacterical  year  ;  but  the  queen  perceiving  whitherto  it 
tended,  began  to  be  much  troubled  in  her  mind,  which  the  bislw^ 
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discovering,  betook  himself  to  treat  of  some  more  plausible  nu 
bers,  as  of  the  number  66f),  to  prove  the  Pope  to  be  antichrist,  and 
of  the  fatal  number  88,  blessing  God  for  hers  and  the  kingdom's 
deliverance,  not  doubting  but  that  she  would  pass  her  climacterical 
year  also.  Sermon  being  ended,  the  queen,  as  the  manner  was, 
opened  the  window,  but  she  was  so  far  from  giving  him  thanks 
that  she  said  plainly,  he  should  have  kept  his  arithmetic  for  him- 
self, and  so  went  away  for  the  time  discontented,  though  upon 
second  thoughts  she  was  pacified.  And  thus  it  is  that  the  gene- 
rality of  men  and  women  cannot  endure  to  hear  of  death,  or  to 
entertain  any  thoughts  of  their  latter  end ;  you  shall  have  them 
cry  out  upon  the  miseries  of  this  wretched  life,  and  yet  when  death 
appears,  be  it  but  in  the  bare  apprehension  thereof,  they  do  as 
little  children,  who  all  the  day  complain,  but  when  the  medicine 
is  brought  them,  are  nothing  sick  at  all ;  or  as  they  who  all  the 
week  run  up  and  down  the  house  with  pain  in  their  teeth,  and 
seeing  the  barber  come  to  pull  them  out,  feel  no  more  torment. 

Sir  J  oh.  Harringtons  View  of  the  Church  of  England.       Phil.  Momey,  of 
Life  and  Death.      Nemo  tarn  imperitin  at,  ut  nescmt  tiii  tfuanJo$ 
moritndum.    Sen.  E/r.  lxxviii. 


Jeque 


1970.  Wit,  how  to  Make  a  Right  Use  thereof. 

In  the  Levitical  law,  there  are  directions  for  the  usage  of  a  captive 
taken  to  wife  : — When  thou  goest  forth  to  war  against  thy  enemies, 
and  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  delivered  them  into  thy  hands,  and 
thou  hast  taken  them  captive,  and  seest  among  the  captives  a 
beautiful  woman,  and  hast  a  desire  unto  her,  that  thou  wouldst 
have  ber  to  thy  wife  ;  then  thou  shalt  bring  her  home  to  thy  house, 
and  she  shall  shave  her  head  and  pare  her  nails  ;  and  she  shall  put 
the  raiment  of  her  captivity  from  off  her,  and  shall  remain  in  thy 
house,  and  bewail  her  father  and  mother  a  full  month,  and  after 
that  thou  shalt  go  in  unto  her,  and  be  her  husband,  and  she  shall 
be  thy  wife,  Deut.  xxi.  10,  11,  &c.  Thus,  by  way  of  allusion,  this 
captive  woman  is  wit,  as  yet  unsanctified,  wit  without  wisdom,  Wit, 
as  they  say,  whither  wilt  thou  ?  When  speeches  are  witty,  whilst 
the  behaviour  is  wicked,  when  deeds  afe  incongruities,  whilst  words 
are  apophthegms,  what  must  then  be  done  1  shave  the  hair,  pare 
the  nails,  take  off  the  abuse  of  wit,  pare  off  such  evils  as  usua 
are  concomitant,  1.  Blasphemy,  as  in  jesting  with  the 
Scriptures,  2.  Lasciviousness,  as  in  wanton  discourses,  3, 
Jence,  as  in  trampling  on  men  of  weaker  parts,  4.  Content 
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in  making  policy  to  eat  out  piety  ;  this  being  done,  wit  is  be- 
come wisdom,  then  marry  her,  and  use  her  as  thy  own. 

jfos.  Hall's  Conltmplal.  Solomon  and  Qutm  of  Skcba. 

197 1 .  Ignorant  Reformers,  whether  in  Church 

or  State,  reproved. 

Hk  must  needs  be  looked  on  as  an  unskilful  chemist  who  cannot 
refine  from  dross  without  consuming  what  is  precious ;  and  that 
man  is  a  pitiful  empiric  who  cannot  purge  without  casting  into 
bloody  fluxes.  And  such  an  one  is  every  ignorant,  inexperi- 
enced reformer,  whether  it  be  in  church  or  commonwealth,  who 
knows  not  how  to  shave  his  father's  beard  without  cutting  his 
throat,  nor  pare  his  nails  without  cropping  off  his  hands,  that  can- 
not distinguish  betwixt  the  use  and  abuse  of  things,  not  moderate 
the  ancient  discipline  of  the  church,  nor  regulate  the  wholesome 
laws  of  the  nation,  except  he  strike  at  the  root  and  branch  of  the 
one,  and  dig  up  the  fundamentals  of  the  other. 

Joh.  Gauden'i  Apology  for  Minui.  in  Prefix*. 

1972.  The  Devil  and  a  Griping  Usurer  com- 

pared together. 

One  of  the  ancients  thought  that  there  was  no  fitter  creati  e  to 
compare  the  devil  himself  to  than  the  griping  usurer,  for  as  the 
usurer  doth  make  sure  to  himself,  and  get  into  bonds  the  patri- 
mony and  inheritance,  and  so  sometimes  the  very  life  of  the 
borrower,  for  a  little  money  which  he  lends  to  satisfy  his  need  for 
the  present ;  so  the  devil  for  a  little  fleshly  or  worldly  content, 
which  he  lends  a  man  for  a  moment,  gets  the  very  soul  of  that 
man  into  bondage,  and  makes  the  poor  sinner  make  over  unto  his 
use  and  service  the  whole  patrimony  of  the  powers  of  his  most 
precious  soul. 

Ambros.  de  Tibia,  torn.  iv.  cap  4. 

1973.  Drinking,  the  Excess  thereof  reproved. 

It  was  the  complaint  of  the  prophet  Hosea  in  his  time  that  the 
princes  upon  their  king's  day  (that  is,  upon  a  solemn  day  of  mirth 
and  festivity  celebrated  for  the  king)  did  make  him  sick  ^triak. 
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bottles  of  wine,  Hos.  vii.  5.  But  if  the  same  prophet  were  now 
alive,  he  would  complain  that  both  high  and  low,  men  and  women, 
old  and  young,  do  not  only  upon  some  solemn  festival  day,  but 
upon  every  usual  day,  yea,  upon  the  King  of  Heaven's  day,  the 
blessed  Sabbath  day,  make  both  themselves  and  others  drunk  with 
bottles  of  wine  and  other  strong  drinks,  abusing  those  good  crea- 
tures of  God  so  prodigally,  so  prodigiously,  as  if  they  were  bom  to 
no  other  end  but  thus  to  abuse  themselves  and  the  good  blessings 
together,  and  as  if  there  were  no  other  Heaven  or  happiness 
the  pouring  of  strong  drinks  into  their  bodies. 

Ilitron.  Zanch.  in  locum.       Rodolpk.  Goclen,  de  Lu.ru,  page  97. 

1974.  The  Great  Danger  of  Relying  upon 
Foreign  A  id  and  Assistance. 


tin 


There  is  a  fable  how  that  the  horse,  being  too  weak  for  the  s 
required  the  help  of  a  man,  which  was  easily  granted,  who  gettin 
upon  the  horse's  back,  put  the  stag  to  flight ;  but  after  that,  turn 
equitem  dorso,  twn  frccnum  depulit  ore,  he  could  never  quit  his  back 
of  the  rider,  nor  his  mouth  from  the  bridle  bit  So  it  is  with  the 
helps  of  all  worldly  potentates,  mere  benefaia  viscata,  just  like  the 
poor  bird,  that  having  escaped  the  snare,  percheth  upon  the  tree 
for  refuge,  and  there  she  finds  bird-lime  to  entangle  her,  from 
whence  she  cannot  fly,  but  with  the  loss  of  her  feathers,  if  not  of 
her  members.  And  thus  it  is  with  the  helps  of  states  and  nations  ; 
ask  their  help  in  time  of  distress,  they  will  grant  it ;  but  withal, 
either  they  exact  a  tribute,  which  exausteth  the  treasury,  or  im- 
pose conditions,  which  infringe  the  liberty  ;  or  require  a  future  aid, 
which  weakeneth  the  power;  or  betray  upon  advantage,  which  re- 
doubles the  misery ;  or  upbraid  the  benefit,  which  exulcerates 
mind ;  so  that  it  is  matter  of  danger  to  make  any  reliance  u 
such  aid  and  assistance. 


Bishop  Barlow's  Serm.  at  St.  Paul's  en  the  next  Sunday  after  the  discovery 
the  Gunpowder  Treason,  1605.        I6ifast  ubi  maxima  m trees,  Lucan, 

1975.  The  Christians  Growth  in  Grace 
enjoined. 

The  eagle's  emblem  is  Sublimius,  to  fly  higher,  even  to  behold  the 
sun  in  its  splendour;  the  sun's  emblem  is  Cclerius,  Swifter,  as  a  gian 
refreshed  to  run  his  course,  Psalm  xix.  5  •,  the  wheat  in  the  Go 
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ath  this  emblem,  Pcrfcctius,  Riper,  first  the  blade,  then  the  ear, 
then  full  corn,  Mark  iv.  28  ;  Ezekiel's  emblem  is  Profundius, 
Deeper,  first  to  the  ankles,  then  to  the  knees,  then  to  the  thighs, 
Ezek.  xlvii.  4 ;  Christ's  emblem  was  Supcrius,  Sit  up  higher,  Luke 
xiv.  10  ;  Charles  the  Fifth  had  for  his  emblem,  Ultcrius,  Go  on 
further ;  the  woman  with  child  hath  this  emblem,  Plcnius,  Fuller, 
until  she  bring  forth.  And  so  ought  every  Christian,  that  is  not 
heavy,  dull  and  sluggish,  to  mount  loftier  with  the  eagle,  to  run 
swifter  with  the  sun,  to  wax  riper  with  the  wheat,  to  wade  deeper 
with  Ezekiel,  to  sit  up  higher  with  the  guest,  to  pass  on  further 
with  the  emperor,  to  wax  fuller  with  the  woman,  to  be  still  grow- 
ing in  grace,  till  they  come  to  the  height  of  perfection  in  Christ 
Jesus. 

D.  Price,  The  Spring,  a  Serm.  before  Prince  Hen.  at  St.  James's,  1609.  Haud 
est  virile  terra  fortunce  dare.    Sen,  7 rag.  6. 

1976.  God's  Blessing  upon  the  Means 
doeth  all. 

As  in  a  course  of  physic,  a  diseased  man  is  prescribed  to  boil  cer- 
tain medicinable  herbs  in  running  water,  and  then  to  drink  a 
quantity  of  that  water,  and  so  is  cured  of  his  disease  ;  and  yet  we 
know,  that  it  is  not  the  water,  but  the  decoction  or  infusion  which 
cureth  the  patient :  so  it  is  not  the  bread  that  nourisheth,  nor  the 
abundance  of  outward  things  which  enricheth  or  contenteth,  but 
the  infusion  of  God's  blessing,  which  is  the  staff  of  life  ;  without 
which  a  man  may  starve  for  hunger  with  bread  in  his  mouth,  suffer 
the  extremity  of  cold  with  good  clothes  on  his  back,  and  die  like 
the  children  of  Israel  with  the  flesh  of  quails  in  his  mouth. 

Jacob's  Vow,  a  Sermon  at  Court,  1621,  by  D.  Sirale, 

1077-  Other  Mens  Sins  the  Good  Man's 
Sorrow. 

It  is  said  of  Marcellus,  a  valiant  Roman,  that  when  as  after  a  long 
and  tedious  siege,  he  entered  by  composition  into  the  great  and 
rich  city  of  Syracuse,  the  tears  trickled  down  his  cheeks  to  see  so 
famous  a  place,  and  such  a  multitude  of  inhabitants,  brought  into 
captivity.  This  was  much  to  be  done  by  a  heathen,  and  many  of 
the  dear  servants  of  God  have  not  been  without  example  in  the 
like  kind,  1  Sam.  xv.  35,  Jer.  xiii.  17.    Nay,  Christ  Jesjs  \;Vvms*iS. 
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wept  for  the  security  of  Jerusalem,  Matt,  xxiii.  37.  And  who 
bowels,  that  hath  in  him  any  spark  of  grace,  any  dram  of  goodness, 
would  not  yearn  within  himl  2  Pet.  ii.  8.  Whose  heart  would 
not  melt  to  see  whole  swarms  and  millions  of  people  trooping  to 
hell,  led  as  so  many  bondslaves  by  the  prince  of  darkness,  and 
not  bemoan  it  ?  Act  xvii.  1 6 ;  surely  there  can  be  no  religion  where 
there  is  not  such  compassion. 


butari. 


Plutarth.        Cic.  Oral,  in  Verrtm.        Pia  at  tristilia  vitiii  alienu  trii 
rwn  implicari.     Aug.  in  Epist. 

1978.  Husband  and  IVife  each  other's  Crown. 

In  elder  times  the  pagans  worshipped  all  the  powers  of  the 
deities  in  two  images  ;  the  one  whereof  was  the  image  of  a  m 
called  Adra,  perched  aloft ;  the  other  of  a  woman,  called  Adergid 
seated  below.  From  the  image  of  the  man  issued  sunbeams  aft 
the  fashion  of  a  crown,  meeting  in  the  head  of  the  woman.  A 
from  the  image  of  the  woman  streamed  up  goodly  rays  in  the  form 
also  of  a  crown,  collected  on  the  head  of  the  man.  All  this  to 
hint  out  unto  us,  how  the  wife  (as  civilians  speak)  shineth  in  the 
beams  of  her  husband,  and  the  husband  is  made  glorious  in  the 
reflected  beams  from  his  wife,  both  being,  as  it  were,  crowns  of 
glory  one  unto  the  other,  Ephes.  v.,  1  Peter  iii. 


Macrob.  Sahtrnat.  Lib.  i 


1979.  The  Churdi s  Distress  and  Comfort. 


It  is  said  of  Mytilene,  a  magnificent  stately  city  near  the  borders 
of  Phrygia,  that  it  was  rarely  builded,  but  very  badly  situated  ;  for 
when  the  south  wind  blew,  the  inhabitants  grew  sick  ;  when  the 
west  wind,  they  did  cough  ;  but  when  the  north  wind  blew,  they 
were  all  well.  Thus  the  church  militant  is  rarely  builded,  but 
badly  situated,  as  it  were,  in  the  unhealthy  marshes  of  Egypt ;  o 
while  the  south  wind  blows,  and  it  is  sick,  that  is,  when  here 
spring  up  with  the  Gospel,  as  in  the  first  five  hundred  years  aft 
Christ ;  another  while  the  church  cougheth,  and  labours  for  life 
under  the  strength  of  some  violent  disease,  as  in  those  ten  bloody 
persecutions  next  following  Christ's  Ascension.  Add  thereunto 
the  sad  distress  that  she  is  in  at  this  very  time,  rent  and  torn  in 
pieces  with  sects  and  schisms,  and  groaning  under  the  burden  of 
a.n  unsupportable  toleration  \heieof.    But  the  church's  comfort ' 
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that  God,  the  great  physician,  will,  in  His  good  time,  turn  about 
the  wind  into  another  corner,  that  it  may  be  healed. 

X'itntvius,  Lib.  i.  cap.  6.        Matth  Brooks'  Strut,  at  St.  Paul's,  Land.,  1627. 
A'ttbe  soUt puists  condidus  Jre  dies.  Ovid. 

1980.  Sin  in  its  Original  easy  to  be  Found. 

Tukrk  is  in  Italy,  or  some  part  of  the  Apennine  Hills,  not  far 
from  the  hole  Avernus,  a  herb  called  aconitwn,  one  of  the  most 
mortal  poisons  in  the  world,  and  withal  so  deadly,  that  the  poets 
held  it  too  bad  to  be  natural,  and  would  have  it  to  come  from  some 
supernatural  cause  or  curse,  which  not  being  within  their  compass 
to  apprehend,  they  therefore  feigned  that  when  Hercules  drew 
Cerberus  out  of  hell,  look  where  the  filthy  froth  and  foam  fell  out 
of  the  ugly  jaws  of  his  troubled  mouth,  there  grew  that  deadly 
herb,  the  poisonous  aconite  ;  thus  do  they,  poor  heathens,  make 
a  great  deal  of  do  to  devise  a  beginning  for  the  most  earthly  poi- 
son ;  but  for  sin,  the  spiritual  poison  of  man's  soul,  we  need  not 
go  to  fancies  and  fables  to  find  the  original  matter  of  it ;  for  the 
Holy  Ghost  tells  us  directly,  That  whosoever  comnutteth  sin,  is 
of  the  devil,  1  John  iii.  8. 

In  Lacu  Acuni.       Ovid,  Met.        Will.  Crasiaw's  Parable  of  Poison. 

1 98 1.  The  Commands  of  God  to  be  Obeyed, 

not  Questioned. 

It  was  judiciously  said  by  a  wise  man  of  later  days,  that  if  he  were 
enjoined  by  his  superiors  to  put  forth  to  sea  in  a  ship,  which  haa 
neither  mast  nor  tackling,  nor  any  other  furniture,  he  would  do  it ; 
and  being  asked,  what  wisdom  there  were  in  so  doing,  answered  : — 
The  wisdom  must  be  in  him  that  hath  power  to  command,  not  in 
him  which  is  bound  to  obey.  Thus  it  is,  that  men  having  an 
express  commandment  in  God's  Word  to  do  thus  and  thus,  must 
not  gainsay  and  overthrow  all  with  their  own  worldly  wisdom  and 
fleshly  reason;  obedience  must  be  no  disputant,  no  framer  of  ex- 
cuses. If  the  captain  command  the  soldier  a  piece  of  service, 
must  he  tell  him  why  ?  Is  it  not  enough  for  the  centurion  to  say 
to  his  servant.  Do  this,  and  he  doeth  it,  Matth.  viii.  9  ;  must  the 
subject  obey  his  prince  in  nothing,  but  when  he  is  of  his  counsel  ? 
But  if  with  men  it  were  so,  yet  with  God  it  may  not  so  be,  of  whom 
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it  is  sufficient  for  us  but  to  know,  that  we  are  commanded  to 
whatsoever  His  will  and  pleasure  is. 

P.  Charon,  Trot}  Veritis.        Imperare  principis  est,  et  subjitorum  obttmp 

1982.  Tyrants,  Infidels,  &c,  forced  to  Ac- 
knowledge the  Providence  of  God. 

Julian,  that  wicked  apostate,  though  as  politic  to  obscure,  as 
malicious  to  oppose  the  truth  of  Jesus  Christ,  was  yet  in  the  end 
constrained  to  shut  up  his  tyranny,  with  a  Vicisti  Galilae,  Thou 
hast  overcome,  O  Galilean  ;  in  like  sort  we  read  of  Mahomet  the 
Second,  the  first  Emperor  of  the  Turks,  that  at  the  siege  of  Scodra 
against  the  Christians,  in  the  defence  of  so  small  a  city  against 
his  mighty  army,  finding  God  his  enemy,  he  blasphemously  asked, 
by  way  of  scorn,  whether  God  had  not  enough  to  do  in  Heaven, 
that  He  should  interpose  Himself  in  his  affairs  on  earth.  And 
thus  the  most  cruel  tyrants,  the  most  irreligious  heathen,  through 
the  thick  clouds  of  ignorance,  have  often  espied  the  glimpse  of 
God's  dreadful  lightning,  and  as  oft  quaked  at  His  thunder  ;  they 
have  felt  His  finger  in  their  wounds,  and  acknowledged  His 
strength  in  their  weakness  ;  yea,  such  is  the  power  of  the  Almighty 
God  to  expose  their  own  wicked  actions  as  a  table  of  their  confes- 
sion, and  extort  an  acknowledgment  of  His  victory  out  of  their 
blasphemy  ;  for  he  that  will  not  deny  a  God,  must  of  necessity 
grant  a  Providence  ;  and  whosoever  he  be  that  knows  himself, 
and  sifts  into  his  own  will  and  actions,  must  needs  acknowledge 
a  supernatural  power,  which  determines  them  to  good  or  evil. 

Eusebii  Hist.  Rich.  Knolef  History  of  the  Turks.  Nath.  Carpentti 
Ahithophel.  A'a  vox  hominis  sonat  O  I >,  us  certe.  Agitantc  At 
ritnits  iilo. 

1983.  The  Wicked  Politician  discovered. 

Puny,  in  his  Natural  History,  maketh  mention  of  a  certain  beast 
of  Scythia,  that  is  able  to  change  itself  into  all  variety  of  shapes 
and  colours,  yet  returning  to  his  own  form,  expresseth  the  resem- 
blance of  an  ass.  A  good  emblem  of  a  wicked  politician,  who 
sitting,  as  it  were  at  the  stern  of  state,  and  holding  the  helm  in  his 
hands,  must  of  necessity  vary  himself  a  thousand  ways  to  obey  all 
winds,  and  second  all  tides  ;  but  nature,  which  is  the  worst  dis- 
sembler  of  guilty  actions,  wttA  one  time  or  another  betray  itself  t 
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discovery,  or  at  least,  plain  dealing.  Death  will  strip  him  naked, 
and  lay  him  open  to  shame,  and  leave  him  as  a  fool  to  men's  con- 
tempt and  God's  vengeance. 

Nath.  Carpenter,  ut  ant&i. 

1984.  Inconstancy  in  the  Ways  of  God 
reproved. 

It  is  said  of  that  humi  repens,  the  grasshopper,  that  it  hath  wings, 
but  they  are  such  as  cannot  lift  it  up  from  the  earth  ;  or  if  they  do, 
it  is  but  per  saltum,  not  per  volatum,  they  only  serve  them  to  hop, 
not  to  fly  withal ;  no  sooner  up  from  the  earth,  but  by  and  by 
down  again.  And  such  are  all  they  whose  devotion  is  soon  hot, 
soon  cold  again,  they  could  like  it  well,  if  they  might  go  to 
Heaven  per  saltum,  as  it  were  at  one  jump,  without  any  more  ado  ; 
but  per  volatum,  by  flying,  (by  a  constant  course  of  well-doing,) 
that  is  loo  laborious  for  them,  they  cannot,  they  will  not  endure  it 

J.  German's  Afeditat.  vii.,  circa  Aiccni.  Dom. 

1985.  The  Carnal  Professor  described. 

It  is  said  of  the  ostrich — a  kind  of  a  bird-beast,  half  a  bird  of  the 
air  and  half  a  beast  of  the  earth— that  he  hath  such  a  weighty 
body  that  he  cannot  raise  up  himself  to  fly  aloft,  yet  flickereth  in 
such  wise,  and  moveth  so  fast  by  the  help  of  his  wings,  that  he 
cannot  be  outgone  by  some  of  the  fastest  of  other  creatures.  And 
such  are  all  camal  professors,  all  holy  unholy  worldlings,  that  will 
needs  mingle  heaven  and  earth  together,  that  will  seem  to  have 
their  conversation  in  heaven,  when  yet  their  affections  weigh  them 
down  to  the  earth,  so  that  contrary  to  the  apostle's  rule,  they  will 
Deo  mil/tare  et  saculo  se  implkare,  be  God's  soldiers  and  the  world's 
solicitors ;  nay,  contrary  to  our  Saviour's  rule,  Deo  et  mammona 
tervire,  divide  their  service  betwixt  God  and  mammon,  Matt.  vi.  24. 

J.'h.  Cahin  in  Job  xxxix.  16.  Aquinai. 

1986.  Certainty  of  the  Good  Mans  Reward 
from  God. 

PtoNYsrus  causing  musicians  to  play  before  him,  promised  them  a 
great  reward  ;  having  played  a  long  time,  they  expected  their  pay, 
but  he  told  them  they  were  paid  already,  since  as  thev,  tva&xjVsasisA. 
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him  with  musical  sounds,  so  he  them  with  windy  hopes  of  rewa 
But  God  deals  not  so  with  His  servants,  He  feeds  them  not  with 
vain  hopes,  but  sure  accomplishments  of  His  gracious  promises, 
there  being  a  reward  for  the  righteous,  and  He  faithful  that  hath 
promised  it,  who  saith,  Behold,  I  come  quickly,  and  my  reward  is 
with  me,  Rev.  xxii.  12. 

Juitim'  Hist. 

1987.  God  only  to  be  Served. 

"When  the  soldiers  had  chosen  Valentinian  to  be  their  emperor, 
they  were  consulting  how  they  might  join  a  partner  with,  him,  to 
whom  Valentinian  replied :  It  was  in  your  power  to  give  me  the 
empire  when  I  had  it  not ;  now  I  have  it,  it  is  not  in  your  power 
to  give  me  a  partner.  Thus,  if  God  be  our  God,  mammon  must 
be  our  slave  ;  he  that  is  the  servant  of  God  must  be  master  of  his 
money;  if  G^d  be  our  King,  He  must  be  our  King  only,  for  the 
bed  and  the  throne  brook  no  rivals,  God  must  be  our  God  alone. 
sEquum  est  Dtos  Jingere,  ac  Deitm  negare,  It  is  all  one  to  choose 
new  gods  and  deny  the  true  God.  No,  let  the  heathens  choose 
new  gods  and  forsake  the  true  God,  but  let  every  good  Christian 
say,  Thou,  O  Father  of  mercy,  and  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  be 
my  God,  and  my  only  God  for  ever  and  ever. 

Thcodoret,  in  Hist.         Qmnisqur  potestas  impaiitns  consortis.  Pttttartk. 
Augustm. 

1988.  To  be  at  God's  Will  and  Disposal  is 

the  Best  Condition. 

It  is  storied  of  a  young  virgin,  that  at  a  great  prince's  hands,  had 
the  choice  of  three  vessels  ;  one  whereof  was  gold,  richly  wrought, 
and  set  with  precious  stones  ;  and  on  it  was  written,  Who  chooseth 
me  shall  have  what  he  deserveth.  The  second  was  of  silver, 
superscribed  thus,  Who  chooseth  me  shall  have  what  nature  de- 
sireth.  The  third  was  of  lead,  whose  motto  was  this,  Who  chooseth 
me  shall  have  what  God  hath  disposed.  The  former  pleased  her 
eye  well,  but  not  her  understanding.  It  offered  what  she  deserved ; 
she  knew  that  was  just  nothing,  therefore  refused  it.  The  second 
considered,  offered  what  nature  desires :  she  thought  that  could 
be  for  no  solid  good  ;  for  nature  desires  such  .things  as  please  the 
carnal  lust ;  this  she  also  refused.  The  third  had  a  coarse  ou: 
but  the  sentence  pleased  Yvei  -weW  •,  ofcua^  what  God  had 
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posed.  So  the  faithful  soul  put  herself  upon  God's  ordinance,  and 
chose  that.  The  virgin  is  man's  soul :  the  golden  vessel  is  the 
world's  riches ;  contentful  enough  to  an  avaricious  eye  :  too,  too 
many  choose  this,  but  being  opened,  it  was  full  of  dead  men's 
bones,  and  a  fool's  bauble,  to  set  them  down  for  very  idiots,  which 
cleave  to  the  present  world,  and  at  last  have  all  their  hopes  re- 
warded with  folly.  The  silver  vessel  is  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  those 
fond  and  vain  delights  which  concupiscence  so  much  hunts  after  ; 
so  saith  the  motto,  it  gives  what  nature  desireth  ;  this  vessel  opened 
•was  full  of  wild-fire,  and  an  iron  whip,  intimating  that  God  will 
scourge  the  lustful  with  the  whip  of  judgments,  as  diseases  of  body, 
infamy  of  name,  overthrow  of  estate,  and  vexation  of  conscience. 
The  leaden  vessel  is,  as  the  sense  and  sentence  declares  it,  the 
blessing  of  God  ;  the  chooser  of  it  shall  have  what  God  hath  dis- 
posed for  him,  shall  be  contented  with  the  providential  penny  that 
comes  in  daily  :  and  in  a  blessed,  happy  condition  is  that  soul  that 
makes  this  election  ;  for  opened,  it  was  found  to  be  full  of  gold 
and  precious  stones,  every  one  more  worth  than  a  world,  the  im- 
mortal graces  of  God's  Spirit :  the  virgin  chose  this,  and  she  was 
married  to  the  king's  son,  and  so  shall  ever)-  soul  that  makes  the 
like  choice  :  no  matter,  though  it  seems  lead  without,  and  glistens 
not  with  outward  vanities,  it  is  rich  within,  the  wealth  thereof  can- 
not be  valued,  though  all  the  arithmetical  accountants  should 
make  it  their  design  to  cast  it  up. 

Speculum  Exemplorum.        Leon,  dc  U'ino,  Quadragesimal.         TTto.  Adams' 
Spirit.  Garden.        Paul  de  fVann,  Serm. 


1 989.  Neglect  in  the  Hearing  of  God's  Word 
dangerous. 

Herodotus  hath  a  merry  tale  of  a  piper,  how  he  came  to  the 
water  side,  and  piped  to  the  fishes,  but  they  would  not  dance ; 
then  he  took  his  net,  and  caught  some  of  them,  and  being  thrown 
upon  the  land,  they  began  to  leap  and  skip  up.  Nay,  quoth  the 
piper,  I  offered  you  music  before  and  you  would  none,  now  you 
shall  dance  without  a  pipe.  Thus  it  is  that  most  men  commonly 
regard  the  songs  of  Sion,  the  preaching  of  God's  Word,  as  some 
men  do  music  heard  late  at  midnight  in  the  streets,  whilst  they 
are  in  bed,  perhaps  they  will  step  to  the  window  and  listen  to  it  a 
while,  and  presently  to  bed  again  ;  step  from  the  couch  of  their 
lusts  to  church,  hear  the  sermon,  commend  the  preacher  for  a  good 
man,  and  then  to  bed  again,  lulling  themselves  <&  \.Wvt  totX&R 
vol.  u.  i& 
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security  ;  but  let  such  know,  that  if  God  have  given  them 
and  they  will  not  dance,  if  Qod  have  afforded  orthodoxal  preach 
and  they  will  not  hear :  as  Christ  reproved  the  Jews,  they 
mourn  in  sadness  for  their  obstinate  refusal  of  proffered  mirth,  and 
say  with  heaviness  of  spirit,  There  was  a  prophet  amongst  us. 

In  Potymnia,  Lib.  vi.       Dr.  Joh.  Brown's  Serm.  at  Court,  1627. 

rctintnt  patula  rommissa  fideliter  aura.    Horat.  in  Arte  Poet. 

1990.  How  Sins  may  be  said  to  Outlive 
Sinner. 

It  is  said  of  a  lawyer,  that  resolving  not  to  be  forgotten,  he  : 
his  will,  so  full  of  intricate  quirks  and  quillets,  that  his  execut< 
{if  for  nothing  else)  for  very  vexation  of  law  might  have  cause  I 
remember  him.  Thus  the  incloser  of  commons  sinneth  after  he  is 
dead  :  even  so  long  as  the  poor  are  deprived  of  that  benefit  He 
that  robbeth  the  church  of  a  due,  and  so  leaves  it  to  his  heir,  sins 
after  he  is  dead  :  even  so  long  as  God  is  made  to  lose  His  right 
The  unjust  decree  of  a  partial  judge  may  outlive  him  ;  even  so 
long  as  the  judged  inheritance  remains  in  a  wrongful  possession ; 
but  e  contra  we  say  of  a  charitable  good  man,  that  he  doeth  go 
after  he  is  dead,  his  alms  maintain  many  poor  souls  on  earth  \ 
his  soul  is  happy  in  Heaven. 

T.  Adams'  General,  of  Serpents.        Viuit  post  funera  virtus. 


I  good 


1 99 1.  Heaven  to  be  always  in  our  Thoughts 

It  is  reported  of  a  reverend  preacher  that  sitting  amongst  < 
divines,  and  hearing  a  sweet  concert  of  music,  as  if  his  soul 
been  borne  up  to  Heaven,  took  occasion  to  think  and  say  th 
What  music  may  we  think  there  is  in  Heaven  1  Another  takin 
serious  view  of  the  great  pomp  and  state  at  court  upon  a  coll 
day,  spake  not  without  some  admiration  :  What  shall  we  think 
the  glory  in  the  courts  of  the  King  of  Heaven  ?  And  thus  mu 
we  do,  as  we  read  the  book  of  nature,  be  still  translating  it  into 
the  book  of  grace,  as  we  plod  on  the  great  volume  of  God's  works, 
be  sure  to  spell  on  the  word  of  use,  of  instruction,  of  comfort  to 
ourselves,  the  spiritualising  of  earthly  things  is  an  excellent  art 
and  that  is  a  happy  object,  and  well-observed,  that  betters  the  soul 
in  grace. 

T.  Adams'  Sinner's  Passing  Bell.        Quotunque  tempore  non  cogitaveris 
puta  dlum  diem  amisntm. 
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1992.  A  Non-resident  Slothful  Minister 
worthily  discouraged. 

There  was  a  certain  idle  monk  in  Winchester,  who  complaining 
to  King  Henry  the  Second,  that  the  bishop  had  taken  away  three 
of  their  dishes,  and  left  them  but  ten,  the  king  replied,  That  the 
bishop  should  do  well  to  take  away  the  ten  and  leave  them  the 
three.  And  it  is  just  with  all  men,  especially  ministers  of  God's 
word  and  sacraments,  that  if  they  have  crimen  unmane,  and  nomen 
inane,  that  they  should  have  mtrccdem  tenuem,  a  slender  recom- 
pence,  Wineries,  then  justly  inopes ;  especially  cum  valucrint,  etnon 
volutrint pradicare^v/hen  they  are  able  and  are  not  willing  to  preach, 
then  let  double  honour  which  is  countenance  and  maintenance  be 
kept  from  them. 

Matth.  Paris.  Pensate fratres,  quanta  damnationis  a/,  tint  labort  merccdtm 
laboris,  &v.  Hitrott. 

1993.  The  True  Comfort  of  Election. 

A  man  may  have  his  name  set  down  in  the  chronicles,  yet  lost ; 
wrought  in  durable  marble,  yet  perish;  set  upon  a  monument 
equal  to  a  Colossus,  yet  be  ignominious  ;  inscribed  on  the  hospi- 
tal gates,  yet  go  to  hell ;  written  in  the  front  of  his  own  house, 
yet  another  come  to  possess  it.  All  these  are  but  writings  in  the 
dust,  or  upon  the  waters,  where  the  characters  perish  so  soon  as 
they  are  made ;  they  no  more  prove  a  man  happy  than  the  fool 
could  prove  Pontius  Pilate,  because  his  name  was  written  in  the 
creed.  But  the  true  comfort  is  this,  when  a  man  by  assurance  can 
conclude  with  his  own  soul,  that  his  name  is  written  in  those 
eternal  leaves  of  heaven,  in  the  book  of  God's  election,  Luke  x,  20, 
which  shall  never  be  wrapped  up  in  the  cloudy  sheets  of  darkness, 
but  remain  legible  to  all  eternity. 

77ia.  Adams  Happiness  of  Church. 

1994.  How  to  be  Assured  of  our  Election. 

A  senator  relating  to  his  son  the  great  honours  decreed  to  a 
number  of  soldiers,  whose  names  were  written  in  a  book,  the  son 
was  importunate  to  see  that  book.  The  father  shows  him  the 
outside  ;  it  seems  so  glorious,  that  he  desired  him  to  open  it  No, 
by  no  means,  it  was  sealed  by  the  council.    TA\cti,  swjs  "Ocve.  va?., 
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tell  me  if  ray  name  be  there.  The  father  replied,  The  names  are 
secreted  to  the  senate.  The  son  studying  how  he  might  get  some 
satisfaction,  desired  him  to  deliver  the  merits  of  those  inscribed 
soldiers.  The  father  relates  to  him  their  noble  achievements,  and 
worthy  acts  of  valour,  wherewith  they  had  eternised  their  names  ; 
Such  are  written,  said  he,  and  none  but  such  must  be  written  in 
this  book  ;  the  son  consulting  with  his  own  heart,  that  he  had  no 
such  trophies  to  show,  but  had  spent  his  time  in  courting  lailies, 
rather  than  encountering  knights  ;  that  he  was  better  for  a  dance 
than  a  march,  that  he  knew  no  drum  but  the  tabret,  no  courage 
but  to  be  drunk.  Hereupon  he  presently  retired  himself,  repented, 
entered  into  a  combat  with  his  own  affections,  subdued  them,  be- 
came temperate,  continent,  valiant,  virtuous.  When  the  soldiers 
came  to  receive  their  wreaths,  he  steps  in  to  challenge  one  for 
himself;  being  asked  upon  what  title,  he  answered:  If  honours 
be  given  to  conquerors,  I  have  gotten  the  noblest  conquest  of 
all.  Wherein  1  These  have  subdued  strange  foes,  but  I  have 
conquered  myself.  Now  whosoever  thou  art,  that  desirest  to 
know  whose  names  are  written  in  Heaven,  who  is  elected  to  life 
eternal,  it  shall  not  be  told  thee,  This  or  that  individual  person ; 
but  generally  thus,  Men  so  qualified,  faithful  in  Christ  and  to 
Christ,  obedient  to  the  truth  and  for  the  truth,  that  have  subjected 
their  own  affections,  and  resigned  themselves  to  the  guidance  of 
the  heavenly  will :  these  men  have  made  noble  conquests,  and 
shall  have  princely  crowns.  Find  but  in  thyself  this  sanctimony, 
and  thou  art  sure  of  thy  election.  In  Rome,  the  paires  conscript 
were  distiuguished  by  their  robes,  as  the  liveries  of  London  from 
the  rest  of  the  company  :  so  thy  name  is  enrolled  in  the  legend  of 
God's  saints,  if  thy  livery  witness  it  that  thy  conversation  is  in 
Heaven,  Phil.  iiL  jo. 

Tacitus.       Cmr.  Zttingmu  in  Thtnl  Hum.  Vila.        TJio.  Adams,  utantei. 

Lud.  Feneslet  de  Magistr.  Rom. 

1995.  No  Time  to  be  Misspent. 

There  was  three  special  faults  whereof  Cato  professed  himsel 
have  seriously  repented  ;  one  was  passing  by  water  when  he  m! 
have  gene  by  land,  another  was  trusting  a  secret  in  a  woi 
bosom,  but  the  main  one  was  spending  an  hour  unprofitably. 
how  many  hours,  not  only  on  common  days,  but  upon  the 
day,  that  concerns  the  business  of  our  souls,  have  and  do  we 
unprofitably  lavish  1    Let  us         embrace  die  counsel  w 
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Jerome  gave  to  Rusticns,  Be  ever  doing,  »/  quando  Diabolus 
veniat,  oeeupatum  inveitiat,  that  when  the  devil  comes  with  his 
business  he  may  find  us  at  our  business.  It  is  the  sitting  bird  that 
is  so  easily  shot,  so  long  as  she  is  flying  in  the  air  the  murdering 
piece  is  not  levelled  at  her ;  and  let  us  be  going  on  in  good  em- 
ployment, and  then  we  shall  not  be  so  fair  a  mark  for  the  devil  to 
aim  at 

Thtod.  ZuiHgrnis,  Thtat.  Hum.  Vita. 

1996.  The  Happiness  of  Good  Government. 

It  was  a  smart  invention  of  him,  that  having  placed  the  emperor 
and  the  pope  reconciled  in  their  majestic  thrones,  he  brought  in 
the  several  states  and  conditions  of  the  world  before  them.  First 
came  a  counsellor  oi  state  with  this  motto,  I  advise  you  two  .:  then 
a  courtier,  I  flatter  you  three ;  then  a  husbandman,  I  feed  you 
four ;  then  a  merchant,  I  cozen  you  five  ;  then  a  lawyer,  I  rob  you 
six  ;  then  a  soldier,  I  fight  for  you  seven ;  then  a  physician,  I  kill 
you  eight ;  lastly  a  priest,  I  absolve  you  nine.  This  was  his  satire, 
but  happy  is  both  that  church  and  commonwealth  where  legal 
authority  doth  govern  in  truth  and  peace  ;  the  counsellor  advise, 
the  judge  censure,  the  husbandman  labour,  the  merchant  traffic, 
the  lawyer  plead,  the  soldier  bear  arms,  the  divine  preach,  all 
bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteousness,  so  that  they  become  an 
exemplary  encouragement  to  their  neighbours ;  children  may  be 
blessed  after  them,  enemies  convinced,  aliens  converted,  Satan 
confounded,  the  gospel  adorned,  and  their  souls  eternally  saved. 

T.  A.,  Barren  Tree,  a  Serm,  at  St.  Pants  Cross,  [623.       /lata  damns  ubi  vir 
im/trat.     Aug.  in  Epist. 

1997.  The  Laity  abused  by  the  Roman 
Clergy  in  the  Matter  of  Confession. 

It  is  mentioned  in  a  fable,  how  the  wolf,  the  fox,  and  the  ass 
went  to  shrift  together,  to  do  penance  :  the  wolf  confesseth  him- 
self to  the  fox,  who  easily  absolvcth  him  ;  the  fox  doth  the  like  to 
the  wolf,  and  receiveth  the  like  favour  :  after  this  the  ass  comes  to 
confession,  and  his  fault  was,  that  being  hungry  he  had  taken  one 
straw  from  the  sheaf  of  a  pilgrim  travelling  to  Rome,  whereof  he 
was  heartily  penitent ;  but  that  would  not  serve,  the  law  was  exe- 
cuted severely  upon  him,  he  was  slain  and  devoured.   1&q  SSofe.^^ 
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is  meant  the  pope ;  by  the  fox,  his  cardinals,  Jesuits,  and  pri 
these  quickly  absolve  one  another,  how  heinous  soever  their 
offences  are  ;  but  when  the  poor  ass,  that  is  the  Romish-ridden 
laity,  come  to  shrift,  though  his  offence  be  not  the  weight  and 
•worth  of  a  straw,  yet  on  his  back  shall  the  rigour  of  the  law  be 
laid,  he  shall  be  sure  to  pay  for  all. 


In  Lib.  vecat.  Panitent.  Anni. 


A  chi  manca  un  asino  facia  metier  la. 
cetla,  &c. 


id. 


1998.  The  Want  of  Hospitality  reprove 

A  great  man  of  the  new  model  had  curiously  engraven,  at  the  gate 
of  his  palace,  the  image  of  bounty  or  hospitality ;  the  needy  tra- 
veller with  joy  spying  such  a  sight,  makes  his  approach  thither  in 
hopeful  expectation  of  succour ;  but  still  silence,  or  an  empty 
echo,  answers  all  his  cries  and  knocks ;  for  hospitality  may  stand 
at  the  gate,  but  to  be  sure  there  is  none  in  the  house.  Then  comes 
another,  who,  having  his  hungry  trust  often  abused,  resolves  to 
pluck  down  the  image,  with  these  words,  If  there  be  neither  meat 
nor  drink  in  the  house,  what  needs  there  a  sign  ?  Thus  great 
portals  in  the  country,  and  coloured  posts  in  the  city  (like  so  many 
mock-beggars)  promise  relief,  but  they  are  often  found  but  images, 
dumb  and  lame  signs.  For  hospitality  is  not  at  home  ;  you  shall 
have  divinity  at  their  gates,  but  no  humanity ;  wholesome  counsel, 
but  no  wholesome  food ;  much  exhortation,  little  compassion ; 
charging  the  weary  traveller's  ear,  but  in  no  wise  overcharging 
their  belly ;  they  have  Scripture  against  begging,  but  no  bread 
against  famishing.  The  bread  of  the  sanctuary  is  common  with 
them,  but  not  the  bread  of  the  buttery.  If  the  poor  can  be 
nourished  with  the  philosophical  supper  of  moral  sentences,  th 
shall  be  prodigally  feasted ;  but  if  the  bread  of  life  will  not  < 
tent  them,  they  may  be  packing. 

T.  Adamt  on  a  Pft.        Fores  habent  tritas  ut  pastorum  cas*.  Diog 


1999.  Multiplicity  of  Lawsuits  condemned 

It  is  related  to  the  honour  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  then  Lord  C 
cellor  of  England,  and  the  charitable  constitution  of  those  ti 
wherein  he  lived,  (as  a  thing  never  seen  either  since  or  before, 
that  he  having  ended  a  cause  then  before  him,  did  call  for 
next  to  be  brought ;  but  answet  vjasie\MT&t&  him,  That  there 
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never  another  cause  behind,  and  so  with  thanks  unto  God  the 
court  was  dismissed  at  that  time ;  whereupon,  in  perpetuam  rei 
memoriam,  it  was  ordered  that  the  proceedings  of  that  day  should 
be  registered  in  the  rolls  of  chancery,  as  may  be  seen  at  this  in- 
stant. What  a  charitable  disposition  !  what  a  peaceable  frame 
of  spirit  was  upon  the  hearts  of  men  in  those  darker  times  !  and 
what  a  raging  torrent  of  dissension  is  broke  in  upon  us  in  days 
that  are  far  more  clear  I  Every  man  almost  lives  like  a  salaman- 
der, in  the  fire  of  contention  ;  witness  the  multiplicity  of  lawsuits, 
the  swarms  of  lawyers,  the  shoals  of  clerks  and  registrars,  that  are 
to  be  found  in  the  midst  of  us ;  witness  the  crowds  of  clients, 
dancing  attendance  upon  the  courts  of  justice  in  the  several  judi- 
catures at  Westminster  and  elsewhere,  so  that  what  the  apostle 
said  to  the  Corinthians,  Is  there  not  a  wise  man  amongst  you,  why 
do  ye  go  to  law  t  1  Cor.  vi.  7,  may  very  well  be  inverted  upon  us, 
we  are  all  mad,  or  else  the  lawyers  would  have  less  employment. 

Tho.  Stapltton,  de  Tribus  Thomil  in  Vita  Mori.       Ubi  causidici  multi,  ibi 
tea  muita.  Plato. 


2000.  The  Sin  of  Sacrilege  condemned. 

An  Italian  signior  came  with  his  servant  to  one  of  our  Lady's 
images,  (no  matter  which,  for  they  do  not  scant  her  of  number,)  he 
threw  in  an  angel  of  gold ;  the  humble  picture,  in  gratitude,  made 
a  courtesy  to  him.  The  servant  observing  and  wondering  at  her 
ladyship's  plausible  carriage,  purposed  with  himself  to  give  some- 
what too,  that  he  might  have  somewhat  of  her  courtesy  as  well  as 
his  master ;  so  he  put  into  the  basin  sixpence,  and  withal  takes 
out  his  master's  angel ;  the  image  makes  him  a  loving  courtesy, 
and  seems  to  thank  him  kindly.  Thus,  it  is  too,  too  common,  now- 
a-days,  to  take  away  the  clergy's  angel,  and  lay  down  sixpence  in 
the  stead  thereof,  to  take  away  their  just  maintenance,  and  put 
them  upon  the  people's  benevolence,  like  those  that  steal  a  goose, 
and  stick  down  a  feather,  or  those  that  have  undone  many,  then 
build  a  hospital  for  some  few  ;  so  they  having  made  a  sad  purchase 
of  church  lands,  having  taken  away  a  talent  of  church  maintenance, 
return  a  mite  of  popular  contribution. 

Tho.  Adams'  Exposit.  on  2  I'ct.         Cum  diis pugnant  sacrilfgi.    Q.  Curt. 
Lib.  vii. 
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2001.  Truth  commended,  Falsehood 
condemned. 

Pyrrhus  and  Ulysses  being  sent  to  Lemnos,  to  take  from  Philoc- 
tetes  Hercules'  arrows,  the  two  legates  advised  by  what  means  they 
might  best  wrest  them  out  of  his  hands  ;  Ulysses  affirmed,  that  it  was 
best  to  do  it  by  lying  and  deceit ;  No,  said  Pyrrhus,  I  like  not  that 
course,  because  I  never  used  it,  but  always  loved  the  truth,  as  ray 
father  and  my  ancestors  have  ever  done.  Whereunto  Ulysses  re- 
plied, that  when  he  was  a  young  man,  he  was  of  his  mind  too ; 
but  now  being  old,  he  had  learned,  by  long  experience  dearly 
bought,  that  the  surest  way,  and  safest  art  in  man's  life  is,  fallere  et 
mentiri,  to  lie  and  cheat.  Surely  many  of  this  age  are  of  Ulysses' 
mind,  they  speak  one  thing,  intend  another  ;  they  are  all  courtesy 
in  promise,  no  honesty  at  all  in  performance  ;  but  true  Israelites 
are  of  Pyirhus'  spirit :  Magna  est  Veritas  el  prarvalebit,  Great  is  the 
truth,  and  will  prevail,  is  the  sweet  poesy  of  their  profession,  both 
in  themselves,  and  those  that  relate  unto  them,  and  they  resolve 
upon  the  doctrine  of  Christ  Jesus  their  Master,  that  the  truth  shall 
make  them  free,  John  viii.  32. 


Sophocles  in  Trag.  rhiloctetis.       Tula  frequtnsqut  via,  &v. 


2.002..  Piety  and  Policy  not  Inconsistent. 


Fables  are  not  without  their  usual  morals.  A  boy  was  molested 
with  a  dog  ;  the  friar  taught  him  to  say  a  Gospel  by  heart,  and 
warranted  this  to  allay  the  dog's  fury.  The  mastiff,  {alias  maze- 
thief,  in  the  original  Saxon,)  spying  the  boy,  flies  at  him  ;  he  be- 
gins, as  it  were,  to  conjure  him  with  his  Gospel.  The  dog  (not 
capable  of  such  Gospel  doctrine)  approacheth  more  violently.  A 
neighbour  passing  by,  bids  the  boy  take  up  a  stone,  he  did  so ; 
throwing  at  the  dog,  escaped.  The  friar  demands  of  the  lad  ' 
he  sped  with  his  charm.  Sir,  quoth  he,  your  Gospel  was  go 
but  a  stone  with  the  Gospel  did  the  deed.  And  most  true  it  is 
that  prayers  and  tears  are  good  weapons,  but  not  the  only  weapons 
of  the  church.  It  is  not  enough  to  bend  the  knee,  without 
stirring  the  hand  ;  shall  war  march  against  us  with  thunder  ;  and 
shall  we  assemble  ourselves  in  the  temple,  lie  prostrate  on  the 
pavement,  lift  up  our  hands  and  eyes  to  Heaven,  and  not  our 
weapons  against  our  enemies  ?  shall  we  beat  the  air  with  our  voices 
and  not  their  bosoms  with  our  swords  ?  only  knock  our  own  br 
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and  not  their  pates  1  Sure,  a  religious  conscience  never  taught  a 
man  to  neglect  his  life,  his  liberty,  his  estate,  his  peace.  Piety 
and  policy  are  not  opposites :  He  that  taught  us  to  be  harmless 
as  doves,  bade  us  also  be  wise  as  serpents,  Matth.  x.  16. 

Tha.  Adams'  Exposit.  on  2  Peter.       Amkrvs.  OJJic.,  Lib.  i.  cap.  27.  Quam 
dene  conveniunt. 


2003.  Progress  in  Piety  enjoined. 

The  prophet  Elias,  after  he  had  travelled  a  day's  journey  in  the 
wilderness,  sat  down  and  slept  under  a  juniper  tree,  and  there  God 
calls  upon  him,  Up,  and  eat;  and  when  he  found  him  a  second 
time,  Up,  thou  hast  a  journey  to  go ;  and  when  he  had  travelled 
forty  days,  and  was  lodged  in  a  cave,  What  doest  thou  here, 
Elias?  go  and  return  unto  the  wilderness  by  Damascus,  and  do 
thus  and  thus.  So,  whether  we  be  entered  in  our  way,  or  have  pro- 
ceeded in  it,  whether  we  be  babes  in  Christ  or  stronger  men, 
whether  carnal  or  spiritual,  we  must  up  and  eat,  and  strengthen 
ourselves,  first  with  milk  and  then  with  stronger  meat.  We  have 
still  a  greater  journey  to  go,  we  must  walk  from  grace  to  grace, 
from  virtue  to  virtue,  from  knowledge  to  knowledge,  and  always 
think  that  we  hear  a  voice  that  calleth  us  forward,  and  saith,  Thou 
hast  yet  a  greater  journey  to  go,  what  dost  thou  here,  Elias  J  why 
standest  thou  here  loitering  all  the  day  long  J  There  is  no  time 
of  standing  in  this  life,  we  must  still  forward,  and  take  notice  that 
every  blessing  of  God  bestowed  upon  us  is  a  further  calling  on, 
and  a  greater  engagement  to  duty. 

Lud.  Granatens.  /«*.  com.       JVon  progredi  est  regrtdi. 


2004.  The  Service  Performed  unto  God  must 
be  Personal. 

There  is  an  old  tale,  idle  in  itself,  the  use  may  be  good.  A  cer- 
tain man  that  would  never  go  to  church,  when  he  heard  the  saints' 
bell  ring,  would  say  to  his  wife,  Go  thou  to  church  and  pray  for 
thee  and  me.  One  night  he  dreamt,  that  both  he  and  his  wife 
were  dead,  and  that  they  knocked  together  at  heaven's  gate 
for  entrance.  St.  Peter  (by  the  legend's  leave)  is  porter,  and 
suffered  the  wife  to  enter  in,  but  kept  the  husband  out ;  answering 
him,  Ilia  intravit  pro  se  et  te,  She  is  gone  in  both  for  herself  and 
thee  ;  as  thy  wife  went  to  church  for  herself  and  thee>  so  ■sfc*.  'e. 
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gone  to  Heaven  for  herself  and  thee.  The  moral  instructs  every 
one  to  have  a  personality  of  faith,  and  a  propriety  of  devotion, 
not  to  have  their  faith  pinned  upon  another^  sleeve,  not  to  think 
to  go  to  Heaven  upon  another  man's  score,  hut  that  himself  serv- 
ing God,  himself  may  be  blessed  of  God  both  here  and  hereaf' 

•Speculum  Exemplorum. 

2005.  Saving  Faith  the  only  Faith. 

As  a  cunning  lapidary  that  shows  the  buyer  an  orient  pearl ; 
having  a  little  fed  his  eye  with  that,  out-pleaseth  him  with  a  sap- 
phire :  yet  out-values  that,  with  some  ruby  or  chrysolite  ;  where- 
with ravished,  he  doth  lastly  amaze  him  with  a  sparkling  diamond 
transcending  them  all.  Or  as  -drapers  show  divers  colours,  yet  at 
last  for  a  master-piece  exceed  all  with  a  rich  piece  of  well-dyed 
scarlet  So  there  are  divers  graces  and  virtues  Jike  to  jewels,  but 
the  most  precious  of  all  is  faith.  And  there  are  divers  degrees 
and  sorts  of  faith,  as  divers  coloured  cloths,  but  the  saving  faith  is 
arrayed  in  the  scarlet  robe,  hath  dipped  and  dyed  herself  in 
blood  of  Jesus :  yet  she  is  white,  pure  white,  Rev.  vii.  14,  as 
snow  of  Lebanon.  The  faith  that  believes  God's  Word  to  be 
is  a  good  faith,  but  not  ilia  fides,  that  saving  faith  ;  the  faith  that 
believes  many' men  shall  be  saved  is  vera  fides,  non  ilia  fides,  a 
true  faith,  but  not  the  faith  :  only  that  faith  which  believes  a  man's 
own  soul  redeemed,  justified,  saved  by  the  merits  of  Christ  Jesus, 
and  that  not  without  works  answerable  thereunto,  is  the  only  faith 
and  the  queen  of  all  other  graces. 

Joh.  de  Rampegolis,  Fig.  Bit!.        Tat  sunt  fides  quot  in  ci/Aara.  C 
in  Symb.  A  post. 

2006.  Covetousness  in  the  Clergy  condemn 

There  is  a  fable  of  a  widow,  that  being  thick-sighted,  sent 
certain  physician  to  cure  her ;  he  promiseth  it  to  her,  and  she 
him  a  sum  of  money  for  satisfaction.     The  physician  comes  ? 
applieth  medicines,  which  being  bound  over  her  eyes,  still  as 
departs,  he  carries  away  with  him  some  of  her  best  goods  ;  so  c 
tinuing  her  pains  and  his  labour,  till  he  had  robbed  the  house 
her  best  substance.    At  last  he  demanded  of  her,  being  now  cur 
his  pay  agreed  upon.    She  looking  about  her  house,  and  missin 
her  goods,  told  him  that  he  had  not  cured  her ;  for  whereas  before 
she  could  see  some  good  furniture  in.  her  house,  now  she  could 
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perceive  none  at  all,  she  was  erst  thick-sighted,  now  poor  blind. 
And  are  there  not  such  spiritual  physicians  to  be  found  amongst 
us  1  such  as  with  long,  or  at  least  tedious  prayers,  prey  upon  the 
poor,  and  devour  their  houses,  the  purse  is  still  the  white  they 
level  at ;  miserable  men,  that  look  to  their  own  good  more  than 
the  church's  ;  serving  God  with  their  parts,  themselves  in  their 
hearts  ;  working  like  those  builders  in  the  ark,  rather  for  present 
gain  than  future  safety  ;  but  as  they  desire  rather  nostra  quam  nos, 
so  they  preserve  rather  suaquam  st,  loving  like  Demas,  the  world, 
losing,  like  Judas,  their  own  souls. 

Jvh.  de  Wann,  Strmona  de  Tempore.        Hieron.  in  Homil.        Sine  latere 
mercedem  laboris  percipientes.  &°c. 

2007.  Riches,  how  to  be  Used. 

Look  but  upon  a  fly  coming  to  a  platterful  of  sweet  and  pleasant 
honey,  if  she  thrust  not  herself  altogether  into  it,  but  only  touch 
and  taste  it  with  her  mouth,  and  take  no  more  than  is  necessary 
and  needful,  she  may  safely  take  wing  and  fly  to  another  place  ; 
but  if  she  wallow  and  tumble  in  the  honey,  then  is  she  limed  and 
taken  in  it,  and  whilst  she  is  not  able  to  fly  away,  she  doth  there 
lose  her  life.  Thus,  if  a  man  take  only  so  much  of  his  riches  as 
may  sustain  and  honestly  maintain  his  estate,  bestowing  the  rest 
well,  and  in  a  Christian  manner,  then  they  cannot  hold  him  back, 
or  bar  hira  from  the  kingdom  of  Heaven,  but  if  covetousness  shall 
bewitch  him,  and  prick  him  on  to  scrape  and  rake  together  more 
and  more,  then  he  shall  never  be  satisfied,  but  fall  into  many 
snares  and  temptations. 

Meet.  Pinlus  in  Dan.       Dwitiit  tttare  tuis,  5rtr.     T.  Mori  Epigram. 

2008.  The  Incorrigible  Sinners  Desperate 
Condition. 

It  is  written  of  the  elephant,  that  (as  if  guilty  of  his  own  defor- 
mity, and  therefore  not  abiding  to  view  his  snout  in  a  clear  spring,) 
he  seeks  about  for  muddy  and  troubled  waters  to  drink  in.  Thus 
the  incorrigible  sinner,  that  hates  to  be  reformed,  because  he  knows 
his  wound  is  deep,  he  will  not  suffer  the  chirurgeon  to  search  it, 
willing  rather  to  kill  bis  soul  than  disquiet  it ;  he  refuseth  to  look 
into  the  glass  of  the  law,  or  to  come  to  the  clear  springs  of  the 
Gospel,  or  any  perspective  that  may  present  his  evil  conscience  to 
his  eyes,  but  seeks  rather  to  muddy  and  polluted  channels,  sush-as. 
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misty  taverns,  cloudy  ale-houses,  vapouring  tobacco  shops,  sor- 
ties of  sin,  and  all  this  to  drown  the  thoughts  of  former  iniquities, 
with  floods  of  new.  And  if  he  be  inforced  to  any  such  reflection, 
he  spurns  and  tramples  that  admonition,  as  apes  break  the  glass 
that  shows  their  deformity  ;  he  runs  himself  prodigally  into  so 
many  arrears  of  debt,  that  he  cannot  endure  to  hear  of  a  reckon- 
ing ;  and  thus  despairing  to  pay  the  old  score,  he  recks  not  into 
what  new  and  desperate  courses  he  precipitates  himself. 

Ulyis.  Atdravandiu  De  Quadruped.       Qui  male  agit,  odit  lucent, 

2009.  Wisdom,  how  to  be  Regulated. 

As  God  appointed  the  Jews  a  measure  how  much  manna  they 
might  gather,  Exod.  xvi.  16,  so  St  Paul  appointed  the  Romans  a 
measure  how  much  wisdom  they  might  gather,  Let  every  man 
understand  according  to  sobriety.  The  Jewish  measure  of  mann» 
was  as  much  as  an  omer  would  hold,  what  they  gathered  over 
turned  into  worms  and  putrefaction  ;  so  the  wisdom  which  men 
gather  beyond  sobriety  doth  no  good,  but  puff  them  up  and  cor- 
rupt them,  and  put  them  upon  strains  of  Machiavellian  policy. 
Wisdom  not  well  regulated  is  like  a  dangerous  knife  in  the  hands 
of  a  madman  ;  and  to  speak  truth  there  is  nothing  so  much  to  be 
feared  as  knowledge  accompanied  with  injustice  and  armed  with 
power.  Meat  undigested  for  want  of  exercise  will  nimble  in  the 
stomach,  and  knowledge  not  ballasted  with  sobriety  wilt  elevate 
the  brain,  Serpentine  wisdom  and  dovelike  innocence  must  go 
hand  in  hand  together,  Matth.  x.  16,  or  else  we  shall  drown  in  our 
own  knowledge  like  a  candle  that  is  quenched  in  its  own  tallow. 

")oh.  Wttmi  Exercitat.       Plerique  aecepta  scientia  literarum,  &v.  dry, 
de  Summ.  /.U>n;  Lib,  iii. 

2010.  Affectation  of  Novelty  in  the  Way 
Religion  reproved. 

Tht.re  is  mention  made  of  two  men,  that  meeting  at  a  tavern,  f 
a  tossing  about  their  religion  as  merrily  as  their  cups,  and  much 
drunken  discourse  there  was  about  their  profession.  One  professed 
himself  of  Dr.  Martin's  religion,  the  other  swore  he  was  of  Dr. 
Luther's  religion,  whereas  Martin  and  Luther  was  but  one  man. 
Thus  some  are  for  this  preacher,  some  for  that,  such  doctrine  as 
is  begot  in  thunder,  full  of  faction  and  innovation;  if  it  smeU  not 
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of  novelty  it  shall  not  concern  them,  they  regard  not  Heaven  so 
much  whence  it  comes  as  who  brings  it.  Such  a  man,  or  no  man, 
otherwise  be  the  doctrine  never  so  wholsome,  they  spue  it  up 
again,  as  if  their  consciences  were  so  nice  and  delicate,  as  that 
ground  of  Cologne,  where  some  of  St.  Ursula's  eleven  thousand 
virgins  were  buried,  which  will  cast  up  again  in  the  night  any  that 
have  been  interred  there  in  the  day,  except  of  that  company, 
though  it  were  a  child  newly  baptised. 


"J oh.  Manlii  he.  com. 


Fidem  ex  personis,  non  persona*  ex  fide  exutiittantes. 
Ciii.  Baronii  Annal. 


201 1.  Not  to  be  Over-careful for  the  Place  of 
our  Burial. 

That  of  Monica,  the  mother  of  St.  Augustine,  is  worthy  of  remem- 
brance ;  she  had  with  great  care  provided  her  a  sepulchre  near 
unto  her  husband,  who  died  at  Tagasta  in  Africa,  and  was  there 
buried,  purporting  to  lie  by  him  ;  but  the  Lord  so  disposed,  that 
she  left  her  life  at  Ostia  in  Italy,  and  being  ready  to  depart,  she 
said  unto  her  son,  Pontic  hoc  corpus  ubicunque,  nihil  vos  ejus  cura 
conturbci,  Bury  my  body  where  you  think  good,  take  no  great  care 
for  it  ;  and  being  asked,  if  it  grieved  her  not  to  leave  her  body  so 
far  off  from  her  own  city,  she  gave  this  answer  ;  NUiil  longe  est  A 
Deo  tuque  t intend um  est  m  itle  agnoscat  in  fine  saculi  unde  me  restts- 
citet  ;  No  place  is  nearer  to  God  than  other,  neither  am  I  to  fear 
lest  the  Lord  should  not  as  well  raise  me  up  in  this  place  as  in  my 
own  city.  Thus  let  none  be  troubled  with  the  thoughts  of  their 
burial  place.  What  though  the  distance  be  great  betwixt  them 
and  those  to  whom  they  are  more  especially  related,  and  that  with- 
out great  charge  and  expense  they  cannot  be  buried  near  together  ? 
All  places  are  alike  unto  God  ;  He  can  raise  them  up  as  well  out  of 
country  clay  as  out  of  finer  city  dust,  and  bring  them  and  all  their 
kindred  and  acquaintances  together  in  a  comfortable  resurrection. 

Hen.  Spondattus  de  Re  Sepulchrali.    Aug-  Cottfes.,  Lib.  ix.  cap.  7,  Ubicunque 
sepetiamur  ;  Domini  est  ten  a  ct  ptenitudo,  Chryt. 

2012.  The  Christian's  Claim  to  Heaven, 
what  it  is. 

Our  common  law  distinguished!  between  two  manner  of  freeholds, 
a  freehold  in  deed,  when  a  man  hath  made  his  entry  upon  lands. 
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and  is  thereof  really  seized,  a  freehold  in  law,  when  a  man 
right  to  possession,  but  hath  not  made  his  actual  entry.  So  is  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven  ours,  not  in  re  but  in  spe,  ours  ttnore  juris, 
though  not  yet  jure  tenoris,  ours  in  the  inheritance  of  the  posses- 
sion, though  not  in  the  possession  of  the  inheritance  ;  habemus  jus 
ad  rem  twnduin  in  re,  we  are  heirs  to  it,  though  now  we  be  but 
wards.  Our  minority  bids  and  binds  us  to  be  servants,  Gal.  iv., 
but  when  we  come  to  full  years,  a  perfect  growth  in  godliness,  then 
we  shall  have  a  plenary  possession. 

Tenures  dt  Littleton, 

2013.  How  the  Devil  makes  use  of  the  World 
to  Destroy  Man. 

It  is  reported  of  the  Irish  that  they  dig  deep  trenches  in  the 
ground,  and  pave  the  surface  over  with  green  turfs,  that  their  sus- 
pectless  enemies  may  think  it  firm  ground,  and  so  fall  in,  to  their 
utter  ruin.  Thus  the  devil  makes  this  world  his  fatal  vault,  which 
he  strews  over  with  pleasures  and  delights,  the  way  seems  smooth 
but  is  slippery,  his  intention  is  mischievous,  ut  lapsu graviore ruant, 
that  man  may  have  the  surer  and  the  sooner  fall ;  then  doth  he 
laugh  to  see  a  knot  of  gallants  lie  all  along  on  their  backs,  that 
have  run  headlong  at  pride,  a  corporation  of  citizens  that  have  run 
at  riches,  a  rabble  of  drunkards  that  ran  apace  to  the  tavern,  a 
crew  of  cheaters  that  posted  as  fast  to  the  gallows ;  all  of  them 
sinking  to  the  bottomless  pit  of  destruction. 

Fin.  Af orison's  Travels.       Facilis  descensus  Averni. 

2014.  Not  to  Repine  at  a  Great  Charge  of 
Children. 

There  is  a  story  of  a  certain  worldly,  distrustful,  rich  woman,  that 
being  at  a  poor  woman's  labour,  the  child  being  new-born,  and 
nothing  to  be  had  for  the  comfort  of  it,  See,  said  she,  without  any 
pity  or  compassion,  here  is  the  mouth,  but  where  is  the  meat  1 
Not  long  after,  it  so  fell  out  that  the  same  woman,  drawing  near 
her  time,  was  delivered  of  a  dead  child,  which  being  well  observed 
by  another  woman  that  was  then  present  at  her  labour,  See,  said 
she,  here  is  meat  enough,  but  where  is  the  mouth  ?  Let  none 
therefore  grudge  or  repine  at  their  issue,  be  it  never  so  nu- 
merous, nor  grumble  at  the  greatness  of  their  charge ;  God  never 
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sent  a  mouth  but  He  sent  meat  for  that  mouth ;  He  can  as  well 
feed  many  as  few,  make  the  poor  man's  penny  go  as  far  as  the 
rich  man's  pound.  He  is  the  great  housekeeper  that  giveth  every 
living  thing  meat  in  due  season,  Psal.  cxlv.  15,  and  if  so,  then 
those  little  ones  that  bear  His  image  are  by  no  means  excluded. 

Ltoii.  de  l/tino,  Serm.  Quadragesimal. 

2015.  The  Least  of  Sin  to  be  Resisted. 

The  trees  of  the  forest  held  a  solemn  parliament,  wherein  they 
consulted  of  the  innumerable  wrongs  which  the  axe  had  done 
them,  therefore  made  an  act,  that  no  tree  should  hereafter  lend 
the  axe  an  helve,  on  pain  of  being  cut  down.  The  axe  travels  up 
and  down  the  forest,  begs  wood  of  the  cedar,  oak,  ash,  elm,  even 
of  the  poplar,  not  one  would  lend  him  a  chip.  At  last  he  desired 
so  much  as  would  serve  him  to  cut  down  the  briars  and  bushes, 
alleging  that  such  shrubs  as  they  did  but  suck  away  the  juice  ol 
the  groundr  and  hinder  the  growth,  and  obscure  the  glory  of  the 
fair  and  goodly  trees.  Hereon  they  were  all  content  to  afford  him 
so  much,  he  pretends  a  thorough  reformation ;  but  behold  a  sad 
deformation,  for  when  he  had  got  his  helve,  down  went  both  cedar, 
oak,  ash,  elm,  and  all  that  did  but  stand  in  his  way.  Such  are 
the  subtile  reaches  of  sins  and  sinful  men,  give  but  a  little  advan- 
tage on  their  fair  promises  to  remove  the  troubles  of  the  body,  and 
they  will  cut  down  the  soul  also.  Therefore  obsia  principiis,.  crush 
the  cockatrice  in  the  egg,  refuse  all  iniquity  at  the  first,  in  what 
extenuation  of  quantity  or  colour  of  quality  soever  it  be  offered  : 
for  if  Satan  cannot  get  leave  for  his  whole  army  of  lusts,  yet  he 
will  beg  hard  for  his  weak  ones,  his  little  ones,  sins  of  weakness 
and  iniquity,  which,  if  once  admitted,  will  soon  unbolt  the  doors 
of  the  heart,  let  in  all  the  rest  of  their  company,  and  so  make  a 
surprisal  of  the  soul,  and  endanger  it  to  all  eternity. 

J  oh.  Koffensls  Parable  to  Xttlf  Henry  VT&.        T.  Adams'  Serm.  of  the  Con- 
tagion 0/  Mn.       Turpius  gieitur,  Sfc. 

2016.  Not  to  Admit  of  Delays  in  Religious 
Performances. 

Excellent  is  that  comparison  of  St.  Ambrose ;  If,  saith  he,  I 
should  offer  thee  gold,  thou  wouldst  not  say,  I  will  come  to  mor- 
row and  fetch  it,  but  thou  wilt  be  sure  to  take  it  out  of  hand ;  yet 
ledcmptio  anima  promiltitur,  nemo  festmat,  the  redemption  of  out 
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precious  souls,  more  worth  than  thousands  of  gold  and  silver,  is 
daily  offered,  and  no  man  hasteneth  to  lay  hold  thereon.  How 
true  may  this  speech  of  the  father  be  returned  upon  the  cunctah 
such  as  procrastinate  in  the  matters  of  religion.  For  earthly  thi 
no  man  will  take  time  till  to-morrow,  but  is  very  hot  in  the 
suit,  never  resting  till  he  have  one  way  or  other  compassed  them  ; 
yet  for  spiritual  things,  such  as  accompany  salvation,  most  men's 
states  are  weak,  and  like  men  ready  to  break  are  taking  order  for 
two,  three,  four,  six  months'  time,  and  so  as  far  from  making  satis- 
faction as  ever. 


Ambrose )  Com*  in  JLuearn^  Lib.  vii.       Iblle  moras,  temper  tiocmit  dijferrt* 

Seneca. 
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2017.  Humility  Appeaseth  the  IVrath  Oj 

God  incensed. 

It  is  recorded  of  an  English  king.  Edward  the  First,  that  being 
exceeding  angry  with  a  servant  of  his,  in  the  sport  of  hawking,  he 
threatened  him  sharply.  The  gentleman  answered,  that  it  was 
well  there  was  a  river  betwixt  them ;  hereat  the  king,  more  in- 
censed, spurred  his  horse  into  the  depth  of  the  river,  not  without 
extreme  danger  of  his  life  ;  the  water  being  deep,  and  the  banks 
too  steep  and  high  for  his  ascending.  Yet  at  last  recovering  land, 
with  his  sword  drawn,  he  pursues  the  servant,  who  rode  as  fast 
from  him  ;  but  finding  himself  too  ill-horsed  to  outride  the  1 
king,  he  reined,  lighted  on  his  knees,  and  exposed  his  neck  to  1 
blow  of  the  king's  sword.  The  king  no  sooner  saw  this,  but  1 
puts  up  his  sword  and  would  not  touch  him.  A  dangerous  water 
could  not  hold  him  from  violence,  yet  satis  at  prostrasse,  his  ser- 
vant's submission  pacified  him.  Thus,  whilst  man  flies  stubbornly 
from  God,  He  that  rides  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind  posts  after 
him,  with  the  sword  of  vengeance  drawn  ;  but  when  poor  dust  1 
ashes  humbles  itself,  and  stands  to  mercy,  the  wrath  of 
though  ever  so  much  incensed,  is  soon  appeased. 

Slaw'*  Cirwu.        Armmmrm  tmUatmm,  mmimi  wmintii.  Evagrmi. 

2018.  A  Faint-hearted  Christian  describe 

:\  certain  collier,  passing  through  SmhhtkJd,  and  seeing  some  1 
trae  one  side  hanging,  he  demands  the  cause,  answer  was  made: 
deny  ing  the  king's  supremacy ;  00  the  other  side  some  buxa* 
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ing,  be,  asking  the  cause,  was  answered,  For  denying  the  real  pre- 
sence in  the  Sacrament.  Some,  quoth  he,  hanged  for  Papistry, 
and  some  burnt  for  Protestancy  !  hoyte  on  a  god's  name  :  chil  be 
nere  nother.  Such  an  one  is  every  timorous  faint-hearted  Christian, 
another  Gallio,  a  new  Nicodernus  that  would  fain  steal  to  Heaven, 
if  nobody  might  see  him  ;  one  that  owes  God  some  good  will, 
but  dares  not  show  it ;  his  religion  is  primarily  his  prince's,  sub- 
ordinate^ his  landlord's.  Whilst  Christ  stands  on  the  battlements 
of  Heaven,  and  beckons  him  thither  by  His  Word,  his  heart  an- 
swers :  Lord,  I  would  fain  be  there,  but  that  there  is  a  lion  or  a 
bear,  some  trouble  in  the  way.  All  his  care  is  for  a  tie  noceal,  let 
him  but  sleep  in  a  whole  skin,  then  omnia  bene,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  all  is  one  to  him. 

Joh.  Fox' 1  Acts  and  Monuments. 


2019.  The  Devil's  Hard  Dealing  with  the 

Ensnared  Sinner. 

Jt  is  not  unknown  how  the  Spanish  Index  deals  with  Velcurio,  who, 
commenting  on  Livy,  saith.  That  the  fifth  age  was  decrepit  under 
the  popes  and  the  emperors.  The  Index  favourably  takes  out  the 
popes,  and  leaves  the  emperors  wholly  obnoxious  to  the  imputa- 
tion. Thus  the  devil  winds  out  himself  at  the  last  from  the 
wicked,  refusing  to  carry  the  burden  any  longer,  but  leaves  it 
wholly  to  their  supportation ;  he  that  flattered  them  before  with 
the  paucity  of  their  sins,  now  takes  them  in  the  lurch  and  over- 
reckons  them  ;  he  that  kept  them  so  long  in  the  beautiful  gallery 
of  hope,  now  takes  them  aside  and  shows  them  the  dark  dungeon 
of  despair,  and  ingrossing  all  their  iniquities  in  great  text  letters, 
hangs  them  on  the  curtain  of  their  bed's  feet,  to  the  racking  amaze- 
ment of  their  distracted  and  distempered  souls. 

index  Hisp.Jah.  158.       yac.  Acini ii  Stralagtmala  Salatus. 

2020.  The  Great  Folly  of  Costly  Apparel. 

Look  upon  a  man  that  dwells  but  in  a  borrowed  house,  expecting 
every  hour  when  he  shall  have  warning  to  avoid ;  he  doth  not 
trouble  himself  to  bestow  any  cost,  either  in  repairing  or  trimming 
up  thereof,  because  he  hath  no  time  in  it,  no  lease  for  term  of 
yeirs  to  come.  Such  is  the  condition  of  every  living  man,  his 
vol.  it.  11 
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body  is  but  as  it  were  a  house,  lent  unto  the  soul,  from  whenc 
lookcth  daily  and  hourly  to  depart.    Why  should  he  then 
careful  to  clothe  this  body  with  rich  and  brave  apparel,  when  I 
knows  how  soon)  it  must  be  laid  down  in  the  earth,  there  to  i 
and  perish,  and  in  the  meantime  neglect  to  adorn  and  beautify  I 
precious  soul  with  heavenly  graces,  which  is  immortal  1 

Jtr.  Whitalter't  Sermon  at  St.  Mary  Magdalene's,  1649. 

202 1 .  How  the  Wounded  Sinner  is  to  be  Cureo 

Thkuk  is  a  story  (nothing  worth  but  for  the  moral)  of  a  great  kins; 
that  married  his  daughter  to  a  poor  gentleman  that  loved  her ;  bu 
his  grant  had  a  condition  annexed  unto  it,  that  whensoever  the 
gentleman's  side  looked  black,  or  he  lost  his  wedding  ring,  he 
should  not  only  lose  his  wife,  but  his  life  also.  One  day  pursuing 
his  sports,  he  fell  into  a  quarrel,  where  at  once  he  received  a  brui: 
on  his  left  breast,  and  lost  his  ring  in  the  scuffle.  The  tumu 
over,  he  perceived  the  danger  whereinto  his  own  heedlessness  had 
brought  him,  and  in  bitterness  of  soul  shed  many  tears  ;  in  his  sor- 
row he  spied  n  book,  which  opening,  he  found  therein  his  ring 
again,  and  the  first  words  he  read  was  a  medicine  for  a  bruised 
side,  it  directed  him  to  those  herbs,  whereof  a  plaister  applied 
would  not  fail  to  heal  him  ;  he  did  so,  was  cured,  was  secured. 
'Thus  applied :  the  great  King  of  Heaven  marries  to  man,  poor 
man,  his  own  daughter,  mercy  or  everlasting  kindness ;  but 
threatens  him,  that  his  side  must  not  look  black,  his  heart  roust 
not  be  polluted  with  spiritual  idolatry,  nor  must  he  lose  his  wed- 
ding ring,  love  to  God  and  His  saints,  lest  he  forfeit  both  God's 
mercy  and  his  own  salvation.  Man  in  pursuit  of  worldly  affairs, 
quarrels  with  his  neighbours,  and  scuffles  with  contention  ;  so  his 
heart  gets  a  bruise,  looks  black  with  hatred  ;  and  charity  his  wed- 
ding ring  is  lost  in  these  wilful  turbulencies  and  vexations  ;  what 
should  we  do  but  mourn  1  Lo,  God  in  His  goodness  directs  him 
to  a  book,  the  Holy  Gospel ;  then  the  Spirit  helps  him  to  his  ring 
again,  his  former  love  ;  and  to  heal  his  bruise,  prescribes  him  these 
special  herbs  of  grace,  repentance,  thankfulness,  and  meekness, 
which  being  well  applied,  will  keep  his  ring  of  faith  sure  from 
losing,  and  his  heart  from  the  self-procured  blows  of  contention, 
and  so  hold  for  ever  his  dear  espoused  wife,  the  beautiful  daught 
of  the  king,  God's  everlasting  goodness  and  mercy, 

Jok.  de  IVann,  Serm.  de  Tempore.       Speculum  Exemflontm. 
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2022.  Minding  of  the  Day  of  Judgment  an 
Excellent  Means  to  Prevent  Sin. 

It  is  reported  of  a  certain  Christian  King  of  Hungary,  who,  being 
on  a  time  marvellous  sad  and  heavy,  his  brother,  that  was  a  reso- 
lute courtier,  would  needs  know  what  he  ailed  ;  Oh,  brother,  quoth 
he,  I  have  been  a  great  sinner  against  God,  and  I  know  not  how 
I  shall  appear  before  Him,  when  He  comes  to  judgment.  These 
are,  said  his  brother,  melancholy  fits,  and  so  makes  a  toy  of  them 
as  gallants  use  to  do.  The  king  replies  nothing  for  the  present ; 
but  the  custom  of  that  country  was,  that  if  the  executioner  of 
justice  came  and  sounded  a  trumpet  before  any  man's  door,  the 
man  was  presently,  without  any  more  ado,  to  be  had  to  execution. 
The  king,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  sends  for  his  death's  man,  and 
causeth  him  to  sound  his  trumpet  before  his  brother's  door  ;  who 
seeing  and  hearing  the  messenger  of  death,  springs  in  pale  and 
trembling  into  his  brother's  presence,  and  beseeches  the  king  to 
tell  him  wherein  he  had  offended  him.  Oh,  brother,  replies  the 
king,  thou  hast  loved  me  and  never  offended  me,  and  is  the  sight 
of  my  executioner  so  dreadful  to  thee  1  and  shall  not  so  great  a 
sinner  as  I  fear  to  be  brought  to  the  judgment  seat  of  God  t 
Thus,  did  but  men  stand  in  St.  Jerome's  posture,  always  hearing 
the  trumpet  sounding  in  their  ears,  Surgite  mortui,  venite  ad  judi- 
cium, they  would  make  more  conscience  of  their  ways,  they  would 
then  strike  upon  their  thighs,  and  cry  out  Qiiidfaciam  ?  What  shall 
I  do?  And  thus  in  all  their  doings  remembering  their  latter  end, 
they  would  never  do  amiss. 

S.  Marshall's  Scrm.  at  a  Fast. 


2023.  Man  and  Wife  to  Bespeak  one  another 

Kindly. 

Such  was  the  spiritual  hatred  of  the  Jews  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  that 
they  would  not  vouchsafe  to  give  Him  His  name,  when  they 
talked  of  Him,  or  with  Him  ;  and  to  show  the  utter  dislike  they 
had  of  Him,  they  used  to  say,  Is  this  He  1  Art  thou  He  that  wilt 
do  such  a  thing  J  Whither  will  He  go  that  we  shall  not  find  Him? 
They  would  not  say,  Is  this  Jesus  Christ,  or  the  Son  of  God  ?  This 
now  was  a  spiteful  kind  of  speaking,  and  did  betray  abundance  of 
malice  that  lay  hidden  in  their  hearts :  and  so  it  sometimes  falleth 
out  betwixt  man  and  wife,— contempt,  disdain,  anger,  a.ad  vcra^e. 
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will  not  suffer  the  one  to  afford  unto  the  other  their  names 
tides,  lest  they  should  be  put  in  mind  of  such  duties  as  those 
names  and  titles  require,  whereas  the  very  names  of  husband  and 
wife  doth  greatly  help  to  persuade  the  mind,  and  to  win  the  affec- 
tions, yea,  the  very  mention  of  these  names  doth  oftentimes  lea 
a  print  of  duty  behind  in  the  conscience,  Ephcs.  v.  33. 

Jer.  Beregk's  Gospel  Light. 

2024.  The  Experimental  Christian  the  U\ 
daunted  Christian. 

He  that  hath  been  at  sea  and  often  escaped  the  many  dangers  of 
wind  and  weather,  (even  then  when  both  conspired  to  make  a 
wreck  of  himself  and  the  ship  he  went  in.)  is  the  bolder  and  readier 
to  entertain  a  new  voyage ;  and  why  1  because  he  hath  by  the 
sistance  of  his  God  made  way  for  deliverance  in  times-of 
eminent  danger  ;  such  an  experimental,  bold,  logical  Christian 
David,  when  he  made  a  lion  his  major,  a  bear  his  minor,  He  that 
delivered  me  from  the  lion  and  the  bear,  will  also  deliver  me  from 
this  uncircumsised  Philistine,  1  Sam.  xviL.  37.  And  such  are  all 
good  Christians  upon  whom  the  cross  hath  lain  the  heaviest,  u 
whose  shoulders  the  persecuting  ploughers  have  made  the  dee] 
furrows,  whose  feet  have  been  often  in  the  stocks,  and  into  wl 
souls  the  irons  have  made  a  deep  impression,  they  having 
from  time  to  time  the  experience  of  God's  deliverance  from, 
assistance  in  the  time  of  their  trouble,  are  as  bold  as  lions,  and 
ready  to  meet  death  in  the  face,  though  it  come  in  the  most 
ghastly  figure  or  shape  that  may  be  conceived 
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2025.  Sin,  the  Strange  Nature  thereof. 

It  may  seem  strange  which  is  written  of  the  nature  of  thunder; 
lightning,  that  it  bruiseth  the  tree,  yet  breaks  not  the  bark; 
cracketh  the  blade,  yet  never  hurteth  the  scabbard  ;  melteth  I 
money  in  a  man's  purse,  yet  never  toucheth  his  person,  tiuc 
thing,  and  of  such  a  nature  is  sin :  it  will  bruise  and  wound 
heart,  but  never  harm  the  eyes,  or  the  ears,  or  hands  ;  it 1 
pierce  and  afflict  the  conscience,  but  never  hurts  the  outward  : 
it  is  even  a  plague  unto  the  soul,  yet  a  pleasure  to  the  body. 

J.  Magiri  Fhysica. 
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2026.  God's  Goodness,  Mans  Unthankf illness. 

It  is  observable  that  there  are  but  three  main  rivers  in  this  land, 
whereof  that  of  the  Thames  is  held  the  best ;  insomuch  that,  when 
a  courtier  gave  it  out  that  Queen  Mary,  being  displeased  with  the 
the  city  of  London,  threatened  to  remove  the  Term  and  Parlia- 
ment to  Oxford,  an  alderman  asked  whether  she  meant  to  turn 
the  channel  of  Thames  thither,  or  not ;  if  not,  saith  he,  by 
God's  grace  we  shall  do  well  enough.  And  in  truth  that  river 
is  such  a  prosperity  to  the  city,  it  is  such  a  loving  meander,  that 
it  winds  itself  about,  and  shows  its  silver  arms  upon  her  sides, 
ebbing  slowly  eight,  but  merrily  four  hours,  as  if  she  longed  to 
embrace  her  beloved  city  with  rich  presents  of  merchandise ;  but 
what  return  doth  the  city  make  I  what  thanks  for  all  this  love  ? 
She  sweeps  all  the  dirt  of  her  streets  in  her  face,  and  chokes  her 
up  with  soil  and  rubbish.  This  is  man's  case,  GodTcrowneth  him 
with  blessings,  protecteth  him  with  His  power,  carries  him  on  from 
mercy  to  mercy,  &c,  sed  ubijructus  ?  The  swelling  river  of  God's 
favours  by  the  surfeit  of  a  tide  doth  no  sooner  bring  in  the  in- 
crease of  outward  things,  but  that  increase  doth  breed  in  his  mind 
another  swelling,  and  in  his  body  another  surfeiting,  he  swells  in 
pride,  and  surfeits  in  wantonness.  And  thus  peace  breeding 
wealth,  wealth  breeds  pride,  and  pride  makes  contention,  and 
contention  kills  peace,  and  by  this  means  a  civil  war  is  raised,  to 
the  ruin  both  of  church  and  commonwealth. 

7Tu>.  IVestfietd  s  Strm.  at  St.  Bartkolemeui  the  Greats,  1619.        Pertusum  vas 
est  ingratus  Jiotnuncio.  Cornarut. 

2027.  Popish  Miracles  condemned. 

It  is  recorded  that  at  Amesbury,  in  Wiltshire,  when  Queen 
Eleanor,  the  wife  of  King  Henry  the  Third,  lay  there,  a  mac  that 
feigned  himself  to  have  been  long  blind,  came  to  her  and  told  her 
that  he  had  now  his  sight  restored  at  the  tomb  of  the  king  her  de- 
ceased husband.  The  mother  easily  believed  it,  but  her  son, 
King  Edward  the  First,  knowing  this,  that  he  had  ever  been  a  dis- 
solute wretch  and  a  vile  impostor,  dissuaded  her  from  giving  faith 
unto  it,  protesting  that  he  knew  so  well  the  justice  of  his  father, 
that  if  he  were  living  he  would  sooner  put  out  both  the  dissem- 
bler's eyes  than  restore  sight  to  either  of  them.  So  without  doubt 
those  saints,  to  the  virtue  of  whose  dead  bones,  they  of  ttie  cbunJa. 
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of  Rome  attribute  the  glory  of  conversion,  and  enlightening 

restoring  of  limbs,  would  (if  they  were  living)  rather  say, 
men  had  no  eyes  of  grace  at  all,  no  lineaments  of  piety,  than  i 
any  light  was  given  them,  any  health  restored  out  of  their  dead 

dusts  or  painted  resemblances. 

Chren.  Rob.  Amuburiensii.       Qui  czpatat  miraculum,  mmsculum  ifie.  Aug. 

2028.  The  Great  Danger  of  the  Least  Sin. 

A  dram  of  poison  difiuseth  itself  to  all  parts,  till  it  strangle  the 
vital  spirits,  and  turn  out  the  soul  from  the  body.  How  great  a 
matter  a  little  fire  kindleth,  Jam.  iiL  5.    It  is  all  one  whether  a 

man  be  killed  with  the  prick  of  a  little  thorn  or  with  the 
of  a  broadsword,  so  he  be  killed.  We  have  seen  a  whole 
imposthumated  with  the  prick  of  a  little  finger ;  a  little 
opened  may  betray  the  greatest  city.  Thus  a  little  sin  infe 
great  deal  of  righteousness.  If  Satan  can  but  wound  our  hee 
the  poets  feign  of  Achilles,  he  will  make  shift  to  kill  us  there,  even 
from  the  heel  to  send  death  to  the  heart ;  if  the  serpent  can  bat 
wriggle  in  his  tail  by  an  ill  thought,  he  will  soon  get  in  his  head  by 
a  worse  action.  Hence  it  is  that  Christ  calls  hatred  murde 
wanton  eye  adultery,  because  that  besides  the  possibility  of 
act  they  are  the  same  in  the  intention  of  the  heart.  Let  no  f 
of  corruption  come  to  the  least  part,  if  thou  desirest  to 
the  whole. 

7\  Adams*  Contagion  of  Sin.       Wolite  contemner?  venialiay  quia  mint 
ttd  tim/tt,  fjuiii  phira.    Aug.  de  Decern  Chordis. 

2029.  The  Heart  of  Man  the  very  Seed- 
of  all  Sin. 

That  which  wc  call  gunpowder  is  ovule  of  the  salt  and  fa 
earth  ;  in  the  ground  are  tin'  nulen.i'.s,  uhuli  when  art  hath 
eocted,  rhymed,  prepared,  charged  and  discharged,  it  ove 
towns  and  towers,  forts  and  cities.    So  the  heart  of  man  is 
seminar)'  of  all  mischief,  the  seeds  of  all  sin  is  naturally  in  us ; 
so  much  as  treason,  murder,  perjury,  but  are  in  us  quoad  potent^ 
yea,  fuoad  tMturam  el  froftmu'irm,  there  is  in  our  nature  a 
clivity  to  them ;  nay,  the  newt  is  so  apt  ground  to  produce 
nature  these,  iiuiata  mai.t,  mtned  sreiU,  to  actuals,  that  without  t 
eventing  grace  of  God,  utxkss  the  reason  wi  a  man  and  rclig 
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of  a  Christian  keep  them  under  from  eruption,  there  is  no  avoid- 
ing of  them. 

K.  Sibh'  Sin's  Cordial.       Plura  maehinatttr  cor  una  monunto.    Hugo  dt 
Anim  i,  Lib.  \. 

2030.  The  Vanity  of  Man  in  Seeking  after 

Great  Things  condemned. 

When  Pyrrhus,  King  of  Epinis,  was  solicited  by  the  Tarentines, 
and  other  people  of  Italy,  to  be  the  head  of  their  league  against 
the  Romans,  whilst  he  sat  musing  on  these  affairs,  Cineas,  his 
great  favourite,  came  in  upon  him,  and  desiring  to  be  acquainted 
with  his  thoughts,  to  which  he  was  never  made  a  stranger,  Pyrrhus 
gives  him  notice  of  the  embassy  of  the  Tarentines,  and  asketh  his 
advice  ;  yet  his  purpose  was  to  join  with  them  against  the  Romans, 
and  doubted  not  but  to  prevail.  The  orator  demands,  if  he  should 
have  the  battle,  what  would  he  do  then.  He  answered,  that  then 
Sicily  and  Sardinia  would  be  at  his  command.  The  other  con- 
sented, but  still  asked,  what  then  should  be  done  %  He  then 
replies,  that  Africa  could  not  hold  out,  but  might  be  easily  con- 
quered ;  but  Cineas  still  pursued  him  with  his  old  question,  what 
he  would  do  then  ?  He  again  answered,  that  when  all  these 
countries  were  subdued,  Gra:cia  would  soon  come  in.  But  being 
again  demanded,  what  he  proposed  to  do  then,  he  apprehend* 
ing  the  orator's  intention,  and  smiling,  replied,  Then  Cineas  we  will 
rest  and  be  merry.  The  orator  answered,  that  he  might  do  so 
presently  without  any  trouble  to  himself  or  others,  if  he  would  but 
sit  down  and  be  contented  with  his  own.  This  heathen  by  the 
light  of  nature  and  reason  easily  saw,  and  excellently  taught  the 
miserable  folly  of  wicked  men,  who  projecting  beyond  the  moon, 
seeking  great  things,  and  vexing  themselves  and  thousands  of 
others  by  their  wicked  engagements,  at  length  with  much  fishing 
catch  a  frog,  and  attain  no  more  than  what  they  might  have  long 
enjoyed  with  less  labour  and  trouble  to  themselves  and  others. 

Plutarch  in  Vita.       Saiei.  Lib.  viiL       jfuneid  iv.      Nec  tibi  rcgnandi  venat 
tarn  dira  cupido.     Virg.  liclog. 

2031.  All  Sin  must  be  Hated,  and  why  so. 

There  is  mention  made  by  a  good  old  Christian  of  a  certain  dog, 
whose  master  being  slain  by  one  of  his  enemies,  he  lay  fcuxa. 
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the  night  with  great  lamentation,  howling  and  barking.  In 
morning  many  came  to  see  the  dead  corpse,  among  the  rest  he 
also  came  that  slew  his  master.  The  dog  no  sooner  saw  the 
homicide  but  made  at  him,  and  held  him  fast,  whereby  the  wicked- 
ness of  so  close  a  murder  was  discovered.  See  here  the  love,  the 
faithfulness  of  a  poor  brutish  creature  for  a  piece  of  bread,  that 
was  so  incensed  against  the  murder  of  his  master.  And  shall  poor 
sinful  man  make  much  of  those  enemies,  those  sins  that  killed  his 
Lord  and  Master  Jesus  Christ  ?  cherish  those  sins  that  apprehended 
Him,  that  bound  Him,  that  scourged  Him,  that  violently  drew 
Him  to  the  cross,  and  there  murdered  Him  I  It  was  neither 
Pilate,  nor  the  Jews,  nor  the  soldiers,  that  could  have  done  Him 
the  least  hurt,  had  "not  our  sins,  like  so  many  butchers  and  hang- 
men, come  in  to  their  assistance.  Let  therefore  our  fury  be 
whetted  against  all  sin,  let  that  be  the  object  of  our  hatred,  be  sure 
to  be  the  death  of  that  that  hath  been  the  death  of  so  good  a 
Master,  and  will,  if  not  prevented,  be  the  death  of  thy  poor  soul 
to  all  eternity. 

Ambros.  in  Htxameroit,  Lib.  vi.  cap.  4.       Agnosce  homo  quam  gravia 
vulnera,  &>c. 

2032.  The  Sad  Condition  of  Borrowing  «; 

Usury. 

Look  but  at  a  silly  sheep,  how  it  makes  for  succour  and  shelter  u 
a  thorny  bush  in  the  midst  of  stormy  and  tempestuous  wea 
but  still  as  she  goeth  away,  she  leaveth  part  of  her  fleece  behind, 
and  the  oftener  she  goeth,  the  barer  and  nakeder  she  is,  so  that 
at  last  she  is  able  to  abide  neither  bush  nor  storm.  Such  a  bush 
of  thorns  is  every  griping  usurer  to  the  poor  borrower,  he  will 
leave  him  at  length  no  fleece  on  his  back,  no  house  over  his  h 
no  money  in  his  purse,  no  bed  to  rest  upon,  no  flesh  on  his  b 
no  credit  with  the  world. 

Am.  Pontani Biblhtktc.  Concionum.        Curat  euris accumulat,  <v,-. 
Greg.  Nysi. 

2033.  Christians  to  Walk  worthy  the  Na 
of  Christ. 

It  is  said  of  Alexander  the  Great,  that  spying  in  his  army  a 
proper  fellow,  yet  when  he  came  to  IriaA,  he  proved  a  very  co 
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he  asked  him  what  was  his  name,  he  answered,  Alexander.  Nay, 
then,  said  Alexander,  either  deny  thy  name,  or  by  some  valorous 
exploit  or  other  redeem  thy  credit,  I  will  not  have  a  coward  of  my 
name.  Thus  it  may  be  said  of  many  Christians,  such  as  by  out- 
ward profession  are  so  accounted  :  If  ye  be  Christians,  why  are  ye 
drunk  1  why  are  ye  covetous?  why  are  ye  proud,  envious,  mali- 
cious, uncharitable  ]  Aut  occulletur  rumen,  aut  mulentur  mora, 
either  wave  your  names,  or  change  your  manners  in  life  and  con- 
versation. 

Plutarch  in  Vita.      Franc.  Rauurt/t's  Serm.  at  St.  Botolph's,  London. 

2034.  Afflictions  God's  Love-tokens. 

A  gentleman  hath  a  hawk  which  he  prizeth  highly,  he  feeds  her 
with  his  own  hand,  is  very  careful  in  the  pluming  of  her  feathers, 
sets  her  upon  his  fist,  and  taketh  great  delight  in  the  sight  of  her  ; 
but  for  all  this  he  puts  vervels  upon  her  legs,  and  a  dark  hood 
upon  her  head  ;  et  quart  capitium  I  quart  comptdes  i  (saith  the 
father,)  why  is  she  hoodwinked  ?  why  fettered  ?  lest  she  should  fly 
away,  he  would  not  by  any  means  have  her  out  of  call,  but  that 
she  might  be  always  within  the  lure.  Thus  God  deals  with  His 
children,  there  cannot  be  a  more  evident  sign  of  His  love,  than 
when  He  chastiseth  them,  nor  a  greater  evidence  of  His  hatred 
and  rejection,  than  when  He  gives  men  over  to  do  what  they  list, 
to  go  on  and  prosper  in  all  wicked  and  licentious  courses  ;  when 
he  lets  men  neglect  all  duties  without  controlment,  He  makes  it 
manifest  that  His  purpose  is  to  turn  them  out  of  service  ;  and 
when  He  lets  them  feed  at  will  in  the  pleasant  pastures  of  sin,  it 
is  more  than  probable,  that  He  hath  destinated  them  to  the 
slaughter. 

Bernard,        Present  indutgentia  futuram  fxniiam  acctrsit.    Isidar.  Pdusiot. 

2035.  God  not  the  Author  of  Sin. 

As  a  man  that  cutteth  with  a  dull  knife  is  the  cause  of  cutting,  but 
not  of  the  ill  cutting  and  hacking  of  the  knife,  the  knife  is  the 
cause  of  that ;  or  if  a  man  strike  upon  an  instrument  that  is  out 
of  tune,  he  is  the  cause  of  the  sound,  but  not  of  the  jarring  sound, 
that  is  the  fault  of  the  untuned  strings  ;  or  as  a  man  riding  upon 
a  lame  horse,  stirs  him  ;  the  man  is  the  cause  of  the  motion,  but 
the  horse  himself  of  the  halting  motion:  thus  God  is  the  author 
of  every  action,  but  not  of  the  evil  of  that  action,  that  is.  fecsa. 
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man.  He  that  makes  instruments  and  tools  of  iron  or  other  1 
he  maketh  not  the  rust  and  canker  which  corrupteth  them,  that  is 
from  another  cause  ;  nor  doth  that  Heavenly  Workman  God  Al- 
mighty bring  in  sin  and  iniquity,  nor  can  He  be  justly  blamed,  if 
His  creatures  do  soil  and  besmear  themselves  with  the  foulness  of 
sin,  for  He  made  them  good,  Gen.  L  3 1,  Job  xxxiv.  1 1,  Psalm  v.  4. 

Lud.  deCarbonne,  Inter  Homo.      Dttestanda  et abominanda  est opinio  qtuc  Drum 
cujusquam  mala  actionis  credit  auetartm.    Aug.  Respons.  adfArt. 

2036.  The  Appropriation  of  Faith  is  all  i 

all. 

In  Gideon's  camp  every  soldier  had  his  own  pitcher,  Judges  vii. ; 
amongst  Solomon's  men  of  valour  every  man  wore  his  own  sword  ; 
the  five  wise  virgins  had  every  one  oil  in  her  lamp,  Matth.  xxv. 
Luther  was  wont  to  say,  that  there  lay  a  great  deal  of  divinity 
couched  up  in  pronouns — as  meum,  tuum,  suum,  mine,  thine,  his. 
Thus  faith  appropriated  is  all  in  all ;  a  bird  shall  as  soon  fly  with 
another's  wings,  as  thy  soul  mount  to  Heaven  by  another's  faith  ; 
whosoever  will  go  to  God,  whether  it  be  in  prayer,  or  in  any  reli- 
gious performances,  be  must  have  a  faith  of  his  own,  it  must  be 
fides  tint,  thy  faith ;  it  is  r.ot  enough  to  say,  Lord,  Lord,  Matth. 
vii.  22  ;  but  to  say  with  David,  my  Lord,  Psalm  xviii. ;  with  Job, 
my  Redeemer;  with  the  blessed  Virgin,  my  Saviour;  not  to  say, 
Credimus,  but  Credo :  not,  We  believe,  but,  I  believe  in  God.  Every 
roan  must  profess  and  be  accountant  for  his  own  faith  :  when  a 
man  believes  his  own  reconciliation  by  the  merits  of  Christ  Jesus, 
and  strengthens  this  belief  by  a  desire  of  pleasing  God,  this  is 
fides  sua,  the  right  appropriation  of  faith. 


August.,  de  Fide. 


2037.  God's  Judgment  and  Maris  not 

Concurrent. 

It  is  observable  that  when  the  moon  is  lightest  to  the  earth,  she  is 
darkest  to  heaven  ;  and  when  lightest  to  heaven  the  darkest  to 
earth.  Thus  they  that  seem  best  to  the  world,  are  often  the  worst 
to  God ;  they  that  are  best  to  God,  seem  worst  to  the  world  ;  and 
men  most  glorious  to  the  world,  are  most  obscure  to  the  Divine 
approbation;  others  obscure  to  the  world's  acknowledgment,  are 
principally  respected  in  God's  favour.    T!\\a  Samaritans  were  con- 
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demned  by  the  Jews,  yet  nine  Jews  are  condemned  by  one  Sama- 
ritan. Tlie  Jews  thought  that  if  but  two  men  were  saved  in  the 
world,  the  one  should  be  a  Scribe,  the  other  a  Pharisee ;  but 
Christ  saith,  that  neither  of  them  both  shall  come  into  the  king- 
dom of  Heaven.  Samuel  was  mistaken  in  Eliab,  Abinadab,  and 
Shammah,  t  Sam.  xvi.  :  for  the  Lord  had  chosen  David.  Isaac 
preferreth  Esau,  but  God  sets  up  Jacob.  All  this  to  justify  that 
God's  judgment  is  not  as  man's  judgment,  His  thoughts  not  as 
man's  thoughts,  neither  are  His  ways  as  man's  ways,  Isaiah  Iv.  8. 

Tko.  Adams'  Contagion  of  Sin. 

2038.  The  Uncharitable  Christian  described. 

Diogenes,  a  witty  beggar,  would  usually  walk  in  a  place  where 
earthen  statues  were  erected  in  honour  of  some  that  died  for  their 
country  ;  to  them  he  would  pray,  to  them  reach  out  his  hand,  bow, 
and  beg.  Being  asked  the  reason,  he  answered  :  Nihil  aliud quatn 
repulsam  meditor,  I  think  of  nothing  but  a  repulse  or  denial.  We 
have  many  such  living  statues  in  these  strait-laced  times  of  ours, 
mere  idols  that  have  mouths  and  speak  not,  eyes  and  pity  not, 
hands  and  give  not,  the  poor  are  sure  of  nothing  but  a  repulse. 
They  are  just  like  St.  Peter's  fish,  it  had  money  in  the  mouth,  but 
not  a  hand  to  give  it ;  like  Dives'  dogs,  they  can  lick  a  poor  man 
with  their  tongues,  else  give  him  no  relief ;  the  papists  will  rather 
lose  a  penny,  than  a  paternoster,  these  will  give  ten  paternosters 
before  one  penny ;  they  give  the  words  of  Naphthali,  pleasant 
words,  but  no  meat ;  as  if  the  poor  were  like  Ephraim,  to  be  fed 
with  the  wind,  Hos.  xii.  1 ;  or  as  if  their  words  were  Verbum  Do- 
mini, the  Word  of  God,  that  men  might  live  by  it,  Matth.  iv.  4. 

Dag.  Laert.  in  Vita.       Detis  emit  sanguine  servos  j  Mercari  exiguo  nos  piget 
are  Deunt.  Biltius. 

2039.  The  Great  Danger  and  Disgrace  of 
Lying  under  the  Guilt  of  one  Eminent  Sin. 

When  one  commended  Alexander  for  his  many  noble  acts, 
another  objected  against  him,  that  he  killed  Callisthenes.  He  was 
valiant  and  successful  in  the  wars  ;  true,  but  he  killed  Callisthenes ; 
he  overcame  the  great  Darius  ;  so,  but  he  killed  Callisthenes.  His 
meaning  was,  that  this  one  unjust  act  poisoned  all  his  better  deeds  ; 
and  there  was  Naaman  the  Syrian,  a  man  plentifully  commended, 
2  Kings  v.  1,  when  he  was  cured  and  converted  Vi^j  ¥!iisJK2w.\, 
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first,  he  is  charitable,  offers  gold,  and  garments,  but  he  excep 
bowing  in  the  house  of  Rimmon  ;  he  is  devout,  and  begs  earth  ft 
sacrifice,  but  excepts  llimmon ;  he  is  religious,  and  promiseth  to 
offer  to  none  but  the  Lord,  yet  excepts  Rimmon.    This  Rimmon, 
like  the  fly  in  the  alabaster  box,  spoiled  all  the  good  intentions. 
Thus  one  spot  in  the  face  spoils  all  the  beauty,  one  vice  in  the 
soul  disgraceth  a  great  deal  of  virtue.  •  O  such  a  man  is  an  hon 
man,  a  good  man,  but —  :  let  every  man  take  heed,  this  is  that 
which  the  devil  aims  at  'Tis  true,  we  must  hate  all  sin,  and  eve: 
sin  sours,  but  to  the  repentant  Christian  it  shall  not  be  damnabl 
Horn.  viii.  i ;  there  is  in  all  corruption,  to  most  affliction,  to  none 
damnation  that  are  in  Christ.    Our  sin  may  disgrace  us,  and  sour 
us,  but  to  our  comfort  upon  true  repentance  we  are  made 
again  by  the  all-perfuming  blood  of  our  Saviour, 


the 

5 
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n.  Curt.       Plutarch  in  VJa. 


In  facie  plus  offendit  mrvus,  drv . 
in  Moral. 


2040.  The  Sinf  ulness  of  Sin. 


There  was  a  great  prince,  who  intending  to  travel  in  afar  coun. 
left  his  daughter  to  the  tuition  of  a  servant;  him  he  made  chief, 
and  set  under  him  a  controller  and  five  serviceable  guardians. 
The  prince  no  sooner  gone  but  the  servant  falls  to  lust  and  riot, 
forceth  the  lady,  the  controller,  and  the  guardians  to  the  like  in- 
temperance ;  which  they  refusing,  he  despoils  her  of  all  her  robes 
and  jewels,  them  of  their  weapons,  and  turns  them  out,  by  beggary 
or  pillage  to  seek  their  lives  in  the  wide  world.  This  servant  is 
man,  God  is  the  prince,  his  daughter  the  soul,  the  controller  is 
reason,  and  the  five  senses  the  guardians.  Whilst  these  hinder 
man  from  spoiling  his  soul  with  riot  and  excess,  he  abuseth  them, 
turns  reason  to  madness,  and  makes  all  his  senses  but  as  so  many 
instruments  of  wickednesss ;  but  woe  to  that  servant  who  when  his 
Lord  cometh  shall  find  so  doing. 

JoA.  Bromiardi  Summa  Predicant.       Pcccatum  est  deforme  malum.  Vcrr 

2041.  The  Several  Degrees  of  Faith. 

As  meat  digested  turns  to  juice  in  the  stomaoli,  to  blood  in 
liver,  to  spirits  in  the  heart,  so  faith  is  in  the  brain  knowled 
in  the  reason  ascent,  in  the  heart  application.     As  the  child  in 
the  womb  hath  first  a  vegetable  life,  then  a  sensitive,  lastly,  a 
utional,  so  faith  as  mete  k.nry«led<j.e  hath  but  a  vegetation, 
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allowance,  but  sense ;  only  the  application  and  apportioning  the 
merits  of  Christ  to  the  soul  by  it,  this  is  the  rational,  the  very  life 
of  it.  To  exemplify  this  similitude  yet  further :  the  vegetative 
soul  is  the  soul  of  plants,  and  it  is  a  true  soul  in  the  kind,  though 
it  have  neither  sense  nor  reason.  The  sensitive  soul  is  the  soul 
of  beasts,  a  true  soul,  includes  vegetation,  but  is  void  of  reason. 
The  rational  soul  is  the  soul  of  man,  a  distinct  soul  by  itself,  com- 
prehends both  vegetation  and  sense,  having  added  to  them  both 
the  perfection  of  reason.  So  there  are  three  kinds  or  degrees  of 
faith,  i.  To  believe  there  is  a  God ;  this  is  the  faith  of  pagans, 
and  it  is  a  true  faith,  though  it  believe  neither  the  Word  of  God 
nor  mercy  from  God.  2.  To  believe  what  God  says  is  true ;  this 
is  the  faith  of  devils  and  reprobates,  and  a  true  faith,  including 
the  faith  of  pagans,  and  going  beyond  it,  yet  it  apprehends  no 
mercy.  3.  To  believe  on  God,  to  rely  upon  His  mercy  in  Christ, 
this  is  the  faith  of  the  elect,  comprehends  both  the  former,  yet  is 
a  distinct  faith  by  itself. 

T.  Adams'  Faith's  Encouragement.      Interrogo  te,  ulrum  credos;  diets.  Credo  : 
fisc  tu  quod  diet's,  et fides  est.    Aug.  in  Joh. 

2042.  The  Uncertain  Comfort  in  Riches. 

Cast  but  your  eye  upon  a  vagrant  fellow,  whom,  because  he  is 
big-boned  and  well  limbed,  and  able  to  go  through  his  work,  a 
man  takes  in  at  his  doors,  and  cherisheth.  It  may  so  be,  that  for 
a  while  he  takes  pains,  and  plies  his  work  ;  but  when  he  spies  op- 
portunity, the  fugitive  servant  is  gone,  and  takes  away  with  him  more 
than  all  his  service  came  to.  Thus  the  riches  and  preferments  of 
this  world  may  seem  to  stand  a  man  in  some  stead  for  a  season, 
but  at  last  they  irrecoverably  run  away,  and  carry  with  them  all 
his  joys  and  worldly  comforts ;  as  Jacob  stole  away  Laban's  idols, 
so  they  take  away  the  peace  and  content  of  heart,  and  leave  him 
desperate. 

Tho.  Light/oofs  Serm.  at  Ulioxeter  in  Staffordshire,  1624.      Nil prodest pondus 
mihi  dwitis  auri.    Tibul.,  Lib.  iii. 

2043.  As  to  Beware  of  all  Sins,  so  especially 
of  Beloved  Sins. 

Look  upon  a  city  besieged,  how  wise  governors  will  take  care  of 
every  postern-door,  and  of  every  part  of  the  wall,  and  repair  the 
least  decay  thereof  ;  but  if  one  gate  be  more  likely  to  be  entered 
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than  another,  or  if  any  part  of  the  wall  be  weaker,  or  more  ea 
to  be  thrown  down  than  another,  they  will  be  sure  to  set  the 
strongest  watch  in  that  place,  where  the  danger  is  most  And  so 
it  is,  or  should  be,  with  us  in  respect  of  our  most  precious  souls ; 
we  have  here  a  fort  to  keep,  which  is  every  day  assaulted  by  our 
enemies,  and  we  have  a  diseased  soul  of  our  own,  distempered 
with  many  spiritual  maladies,  but  some  of  them  are  worse  than 
others,  and  some  parts  of  the  fort  are  weaker,  and  more  in  dan- 
ger than  others  are — that  is,  there  are  some  sins,  as  sins  where- 
nnto  by  constitution  of  body  we  are  most  inclined,  such  as  are 
Delilah,  bosom,  beloved  sins,  by  which  the  devil  more  easily  sur- 
priseth  and  captivateth  our  souls.  And  therefore,  as  we  should  set 
diligent  watch  against  all  sins,  so  we  should  especially  bend  our 
forces  against  those  that  do  or  may  in  a  more  especial  manner 
breed  our  harm,  and  hinder  our  salvation. 

Sttph.  Marshall's  Serm.  at  Westminster.       Graviits  est  paeatum  diligert  quant 

ftrpetrare.   fficren.  in  Epist. 

2044.  The  Uncertainty  of  Man's  Life. 

It  hath  been  usual  with  cathedral  churches,  and  is  still  in  use  wi 
colleges,  to  let  leases  of  houses  and  lands  for  the  term  of  three 
lives,  so  that  the  purchaser  knows  the  certainty  of  his  time,  and 
that  if  one  life  will  not  hold,  another  shall.  But  it  is  not  so  be- 
twixt God  and  man,  there  is  no  man  but  is  God's  tenant  at  will, 
He  may  put  him  out  of  house  and  home  when  He  listeth,  He 
never  deviseth  any  tenement  longer  than  for  one  life,  the  which 
being  expired,  shall  never  be  renewed  again,  nor  will  He  suffer  us 
to  dwell  any  longer  in  the  best  and  strongest  of  His  houses  than 
above  seventy  years;  if  happily  some  continue  eighty,  their  term  is 
exceeding  long  ;  and  yet  of  all  this  time  they  cannot  be  secured 
of  one  half-hour,  not  the  peaceable  possession  of  one  moment, 
many  and  so  mighty  are  the  enemies  that  waylay  them. 

Ferro,  peste,  fame,  vine/is,  algore,  calort, 
Mille  modis  miseros  mors  rapit  una  viros. 

By  sword,  plague,  famine,  by  bonds,  by  heat  and  cold, 
And  a  thousand  other  ways,  death  brings  us  to  his  fold. 

What  then  remains  1  since  that  our  enemies  are  so  strong,  our 
earthly  houses  so  weak,  the  coming  of  our  landlord  unknown,  anil 
the  term  of  our  lease  so  uncertain,  let  uc  '  *  sober  an 
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in  prayer,  and  then  happy  shall  that  servant  be,  whom,  when  his 
Master  cometh,  he  shall  find  so  doing. 

M.S.       Brevis  est  vita  et  ipsa  brevitas  incerta.    Aug.  in  Verb.  Bom.,  Serm.  16. 

2045.  The  Biting  Usurer  described. 

Sad  was  the  condition  of  the  Egyptians,  when  the  plague  of  flies 
was  upon  them,  they  did  so  bite  and  sting  them,  that  they  were 
weary  of  their  lives.  Such  are  all  biting  usurpers,  that  gorge  them- 
selves with  the  spoil  of  their  poorer  brethren,  the  suckers  of  their 
sap,  the  bibbers  of  their  blood,  the  pinchers  of  their  hearts,  and 
the  stingers  and  the  wringers  of  their  very  souls,  who  with  Noverint 
universi,  &>c,  make  an  universal  ruin  of  many  a  man's  estate,  and 
so  fetch  him  still  within  the  condition  of  the  obligation,  that  in  the 
end  his  condition  is  woeful,  and  his  heart  breaketh  with  the  bitter 
grief  of,  Be  it  known  unto  all  men. 

Dan.  Price,  Sermon  at  Christ  Church.       Similis  est  pecunia  usurarii  morsui 
aspidis.    Bryan  in  Matth. 

2046.  How  to  Deal  with  Sin,  being  once  com- 

mitted. 

Ammon,  when  he  had  deflowered  his  sister  Thamar,  forthwith  hated 
her,  and  that  in  a  far  more  exceeding  manner  than  he  loved  her 
before,  then  puts  her  out  of  doors,  locks  the  door  after  her,  lest 
she  should  return  again,  2  Sam.  xiii.  15.  Thus  must  we  deal  with 
sin,  being  once  committed,  hate  it  with  a  deadly  hate,  put  it  far 
from  us,  lock  up  the  door  of  our  hearts,  shut  up  the  windows  of 
our  eyes,  and  take  up  a  resolution  of  never  sinning  again. 

Nat.  Shute>s  Serm.  at  St.  Mildred's. 

2047.  How  to  Make  a  Right  Use  of  the  Doc- 

trine of  Predestination. 

Cardinal  Pole,  a  good  man,  though  a  papist,  being  desired  by 
one  to  tell  him  how  he  might  come  to  understand  the  former  part 
of  St.  Paul's  Epistle,  which  are  for  the  most  part  doctrinal  posi- 
tions, made  this  answer :  By  a  careful  practising  of  the  latter  part 
of  the  same  epistles,  which  consist  much  in  precepts,  and  direc- 
tions how  to  lead  a  life  in  all  godliness  and  holiness  of  conversa- 
tion ;  and  thus  if  any  man  desire  to  know  the  former  part  of  ore- 
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destination,  whether  his  name  be  written  in  the  Book  of  Life, 
whether  he  be  of  the  election  of  grace,  whether  he  be  predestinated 
to  life  eternal,  let  him  but  look  into  the  latter  part  of  predestina- 
tion, the  means  as  well  as  the  end  of  predestination,  whether  his 
conversation  be  in  heaven,  whether  his  life  be  suitable  to  the  pro- 
fession of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  and  though  he  meet  with  many 
rubs  in  the  way,  and  through  frailty  stumble  and  fall,  yet  riseth 
again  and  presseth  on  to  the  mark  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus.  Thus  if  a  man  do,  he  may  conclude  himself  to  be 
within  the  number  of  the  elect ;  and  this  is  the  right  use  that  is  to 
be  made  of  the  doctrine  of  predestination  ;  but  it  is  otherwise  with 
too,  too  many  in  these  all-questioning  days  of  ours,  for  whereas  St. 
Paul  presents  us  with  a  chain  let  down  from  heaven,  Rom.  viii. ; 
election  and  predestination  at  one  end  of  the  chain,  and  glorifica- 
tion at  the  other  end  thereof,  both  which  ends  God  keepeth  fast 
in  His  hand;  as  for  the  middle  links  of  the  chain,  calling  and 
justification,  those  He  leaves  for  them  to  lay  hold  on  ;  but  they 
cannot  be  quiet,  but  must  be  tugging  and  labouring  to  wrest  those 
parts  out  of  God's  hands,  and  so  miss  of  the  right  use  and  comfort 
that  is  to  be  found  in  the  abstruse,  yet  sweet  doctriue  of  predesti- 
nation. 

T.  Fullers  Srrmeu  at  St.  Ctemtnt'i,  London. 

2048.  The  Relation  of  Parents,  IVife,  Chil- 
dren, to  be  Slighted  if  they  once  Appear 
in  Competition  with  the  Commandments 
of  God. 

It  was  a  pious,  though  erroneous,  spirit  that  lodged  in  the  breast 
of  Sir  Thomas  More,  once  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  being  at 
that  time  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower  of  London,  merely  upon  the 
account  of  denying  the  king's  supremacy,  who  regarded  not  the 
prayers,  and  passed  by  the  tears  of  his  loving  and  tender  wife, 
when  she  persuaded  him  with  the  forfeiture  of  his  conscience  to 
endeavour  the  restoration  of  his  liberty.  And  thus  it  is  that  the 
relation  of  parents,  wife,  children,  &c.  are  to  be  slighted  when  they 
once  appear  in  competition  with  the  commandments  of  God,  pittas 
est  impium  esse  pro  Domino^  it  is  piety  towards  God  to  be  unna- 
tural to  our  friends,  nay,  which  is  a  more  harsh  expression,  to 
hate  them,  Matth.  x.  37.  Strange  !  that  love  itself  should  require 
haired,  but  yet  just,  not  in  an  absolute,  but  a  comparative  sense 
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we  must  not  love  father  or  mother  more  than  God ;  yea,  when  their 
desires  come  in  competition  with  His  wilt,  we  must  hate  them  for 
His  sake,  we  must  say  as  Levi,  Nescio  vos,  I  know  you  not ; 
or  with  Christ  to  His  mother,  Quid  mihi  tecum  1  What  have  I  to 
do  with  thee?  trampling  under  foot  all  natural  relations  which 
would  hinder  us  from  obedience  to  divine  injunctions. 

/*  Vita  Mori  per  anonym.       I/ieron.       Naih  Hardy  i  Strm.  at  Funeral  of 
Mr.  John  Rushoul,  1648. 

2049.  The  Sincere  Upright  Man  described. 

It  is  said  of  Pachomius,  a  religious  abbot,  that  digesting  his  nu- 
merous monks  into  various  classes  according  to  the  letters  in  the 
Greek  alphabet,  suited  the  names  he  gave  them  to  the  natures  he 
observed  in  them ;  as,  for  those  whom  he  found  politicians  and 
dissemblers,  he  compared  to  the  letters  f  and  f,  which  are  all  full 
of  crooked  turnings  ;  those  whom  he  observed  to  be  plain-hearted 
and  upright,  to  the  letter  i,  which  is  carried  right  upward  without 
any  obliquity  at  all.  And  thus  it  is,  that  the  sincere  upright  man 
is  carried  in  a  straight  line  to  the  performance  of  all  religious 
duties,  he  levels  all  his  actions  to  a  right  end,  the  loadstone  of  his 
soul  is  not  self-interest,  but  God's  honour,  he  casts  no  squint-eye  at 
by-respects,  but  looks  directly  forward  at  his  Creator's  glory. 

Nieeph.  Hist ,  Lib.  ix.  tap.  14.        Cassiaui  An  not.  in  Pachomii  Rigulam. 
Integer  vita  uelerisijue  puna.    Herat.  Car. ,  Lii.  L 

2050.  Wives  to  be  Beloved  of  their  Husbands 

as  Wives. 

When  Marcia,  Cato's  youngest  daughter,  had  buried  her  husband, 
it  was  after  some  competent  time  demanded  why  she  did  not 
marry  again  ;  she  made  answer,  Non  se  invenire  virum,  fac,  she 
could  not  find  a  man  that  would  love  her  more  than  hers.  Thus 
it  is  heartily  to  be  wished  that  this  might  not  be  charged  on  too 
many  men ;  they  love  only  with  their  eyes,  and  their  fingers, 
because  of  the  beauty  they  see  in,  or  the  money  they  receive  with 
their  wives,  not  with  their  hearts,  out  of  an  ingenuous,  or  rather 
pious  respect  to  that  relation  of  a  wife  wherein  they  belong  to  them. 


Ifierxsn.  aiivers.  Jovin.,  Lit.  i.        Faciei,  non  ujtor,  amatur.  Juvenal,  Sat.  tv. 
VOL.  IL  1% 


roved, 

I  Diana's 
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2051.  Ignorant  Upstart  Preachers  rep 

Plutarch  tells  us  that  the  virgins,  which  were  to  attend 
temple,  were  for  many  years,  as  it  were,  brought  up  in  a  school, 
and  called  /u-Wtcpe?*,  such  as  should  administer  sacred  rites  ;  and 
then  being  sufficiently  instructed,  they  were  called  ieptU,  admitted 
to  their  divine  mysteries;  and  afterwards  they  became  wepitptU, 
instructors  of  others.  Then  surely  if  the  light  of  nature  taught 
them  to  use  so  much  care  in  educating  those  who  were  to  perform 
the  worship  of  a  false  goddess,  how  shameful  is  the  blindness  of 
those  Christians,  who  think  some  natural  abilities  of  memory  and 
elocution  sufficient  to  qualify  a  priest  of  the  true  and  most  high 
God,  such  who,  whilst  they  can  lay  no  just  claim  to  an  immediate 
inspiration,  suddenly  and  unpreparedly  enter  upon  so  high  employ- 
ment ;  sacerdoles  momentana,  such  as  in  a  day,  in  a  moment,  turn 
priests ;  mode  idiota,  max  elericus,  now  laics,  anon  clerks,  such  as 
skip  from  the  shop-board  to  the  pulpit  and  owe  more  sacrifice 
for  their  own  than  the  people's  ignorance. 

Plutarch,  in  Lib.  Moral.        N.  Hardy's  Sermon  at  Funeral  of  R.  Godda 
St.  Gregory's,  Lend.,  1653.      Lea  apud  Gratian.       Greg.  Naz.  Orat 


inces 


2052.  Men  or  Women  Painting  themselves 
condemned. 

When  a  carpenter  or  joiner  hath  made  some  accurate  piece  of 
work,  he  will  not  think  well  that  any  one  should  discommend,  or 
rend  and  deface  it.  And  can  it  be  otherwise  than  a  great  disgrace 
when  God  hath  in  a  wonderful  manner  framed  and  fashioned  both 
men  and  women,  but  they  must  needs  be  tampering,  and  overlay 
His  work  with  the  devil's  colours  ?  What  is  this  but  in  a  sort  to 
make  Christ  a  liar ;  for  whereas  He  saith,  Ye  cannot  make  one 
hair  white  or  black,  Matth.  v.  36,  they  have  a  way  to  make  them 
all  of  what  colour  they  please. 

Cyprian.       Pet.  LUie,  Serm.,  1619.       Dele/ pietoram  Dei,  qui  tmltum  snum 

niateriali  eblinit.    Ambros.  in  Hexamer. 

2053.  Neutrality  in  Religion  reproved. 

The  bat,  like  the  woman  with  the  adulterous  eye,  watcheth  fori 
twilight,  Prov.  vii.  9 :  such  are  all  equivocating  hermaphro 
Christians,  religious  neuters,  who  love  the  twilight  of  truth  be 
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than  the  noonlight,  whose  religion  may  well  enough  be  declined 
with  the  article  hoc,  for  it  is  of  the  neuter  gender.  Not  much 
unlike  him  (in  Pliny)  whose  picture  was  so  ambiguously  drawn  by 
Polygnotus  Thasius,  a  cunning  painter,  that  it  was  doubted  whether 
he  had  painted  him  climbing  upward  or  going  downward  with  his 
shield  ;  and  so  silly  do  these  utrinquetaries  carry  their  shield  of 
faith  (as  the  Apostle  calls  it,  Ephes.  vi.),  that  it  justly  may  be 
doubted  whether  it  be  to  defend  us  or  our  adversaries,  they  have 
one  foot  within  the  gates  of  Sion,  another  within  the  gates  of 
Babylon  ;  one  within  the  Church  of  England,  another  within  the 
Church  of  Rome  ;  one  wing  to  fly  to  us,  another  to  fly  from  us 
upon  the  least  advantage  that  may  be. 

Hist.  A'ai.,  Lib.  xxxv.  cap.  g.       Franc.  Rawlinsoii'i  Serm.  at  Court,  1623. 

2054.  To  be  Careful  in  ike  Keeping  of  our 
Vow  made  in  Baptism. 

The  Romans  in  times  past,  when  they  pressed  any  soldiers,  minis- 
tered an  oath  of  fidelity  unto  them,  which  they  called  sacramtntum 
militare,  the  oath  of  their  military  service,  without  which  oath  they 
made  a  scruple  to  bear  arms  ;  and  we,  when  we  take  up  soldiers, 
do  not  always  swear  them,  but  they  receive  pressed-money,  which 
binds  them  sufficiently;  what  then  is  to  be  thought  of  a  soldier, 
that  after  he  is  admitted  into  pay,  and  enrolled  in  the  muster-book, 
shall  forsake  the  camp  without  leave  of  his  general,  or  perhaps  re- 
volt and  run  to  the  enemy,  or  staying  in  the  camp  entertain  pri- 
vate conference  with  the  enemy,  and  as  opportunity  serves  betray 
the  trust  committed  to  his  charge,  as  divers  in  our  times  perfi- 
diously and  basely  have  done?  Or  if  he  do  none  of  these,  yet 
either  out  of  cowardice  or  contempt,  never  fights  blow,  nor  per- 
forms any  duty  commanded  1  Do  not  such  soldiers  deserve  pun- 
ishment, greater  than  if  they  had  refused  to  serve  notwithstanding 
iheir  allegiance  doth  bind  them  1  So  is  it  in  the  matter  of  bap- 
tism, we  receive  God's  pressed-money,  then  we  begin  to  be  His 
soldiers,  and  by  that  mystery  do  bind  ourselves  as  fast  as  any  vow 
or  oath  can  tie  us  ;  and  being  thus  bound,  if  we  be  desertores 
militia,  forsakers  of  our  Christian  profession,  and  become  apos- 
tates or  disobedient  soldiers,  whose  standing  is  in  God's  camp, 
but  fight  the  devil's  battles,  or  such  as  carry  God's  mark  in  their 
foreheads,  but  are  the  devil's  servants  in  their  actions,  or  such  as, 
under  pretence  of  fighting  God's  battles,  betray  the  *xto?i  Vo 
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the  enemy,  then  we  are  more  guilty  than  if  we  had  never 

tracted  with  God  to  serve  Him. 

Justus  Lipsius,  de  Miltt ,  Lib.  \.  dialog,  6.         Pet.  Lilie,  ut  antta.  C 
Dei  memento  fontis  et  tavacri  rorem  subisse  sanction.  Prudent. 


2°55- 


Men  and  Women  to  be  Knowing  in  the 


Scriptures. 


It  is  said  of  Angelus  Politianus,  that  he  would  not  vouchsafe  the 
reading  of  the  Scriptures,  as  not  containing  elegancies  suitable  to 
his  wit  and  style,  as  if  he  meant  to  be  saved  by  criticisms,  and 
quainter  phrases  :  and  St.  Augustine  {whilst  unconverted)  valued 
Tully  above  all  compares,  as  worthier  of  his  study,  than  any  of  the 
inspired  authors.  A  sad  choice,  God  wot !  but  let  all  of  us  be 
heartily  affected  with  the  excellency  of  the  Scriptures  above  all 
other  writings  whatsoever,  let  us  be  such  as  Timothy,  to  know  the 
Scriptures  from  our  youth,  2  Tim.  iii.  15,  such  as  Apollos,  mighty 
in  the  Scriptures,  Acts  xviii.  24,  much  learned  and  versed  in  them, 
even  to  the  stopping  of  the  mouths  of  all  gainsayers,  and  not  to 
suffer  ourselves  to  be  bewitched  with  such  authors  with  whom 
Aristotle  is  more  frequent  than  St.  Paul,  making  them  our  solera- 
nest  and  devoutest  studies,  and  the  Bible  only  read  at  some  by 
hours,  rather  because  we  would  not  be  altogether  ignorant,  tl 
that  we  should  be  very  skilful  in  it. 


Z.  Veves  de  Verit.  Fidei,  Lib.  ii.  cap.  de  Vet.  Test.      Aug,  Conf,tLdb.  iii.  cap 
Ant,  White* s  Sermon  at  St,  Afar,t  Oxort.t  1 623. 

2056.  The  Vanity  of  an  Unguided  Multitude. 

It  was  a  good  emblem  of  Cardinal  Farnese,  describing  the  boot- 
less attempts  of  an  unguided  multitude,  a  beech  tree  with  the  top 
off,  the  motto,  Ruina  rclinquor,  I  am  left  in  ruin.  For  as  that  tree 
withers  when  it  is  lopped,  so  multitudes  vanish  without  leaders, 
whose  power  being  not  directed,  is  at  the  best  but  armed  folly,  so 
that  they  suddenly  upon  the  first  opposal  become  a  burden  to 
themselves,  and  a  prey  unto  those  that  pursue  them. 


Re.  Willan's  Sermon  at  Westminster,  Nov.  5, 
ducitur  sed  impetx. 


1622. 
Sylv. 


Multitude  non  rationt 


2057.  A  Wife  and  no  Wife. 


As  a  learned  man  said  sometimes  of  Rome,  having  been  so: 
while  there,  that  a  man  imgjtt.  stcV:  "B^ure.  iu  Rome,  and  yet  not 
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find  it  there,  Rome  was  so  much  altered  from  what  it  had  been  ; 
or  as  the  orator  said  of  Sicily  after  Verres  had  governed  there, 
that  men  sought  Sicily  in  Sicily,  it  was  by  him  so  impoverished  ; 
or  as  a  reverend  prelate  of  ours  said  of  Bellarmine's  latter  works, 
That  many  missed  Bellarmine  in  Bellarmine,  they  were  so  much 
unlike  unto,  and  came  so  far  short  of  his  former  :  so  may  a  man 
find  much  want  of  a  wife  in  a  wife,  much  miss  of  a  wife  in  a  wife 
if  he  maketh  his  choice  amiss,  and  so  consequently  do  himself 
great  wrong,  embracing  with  Ixion  a  cloud  instead  of  Juno,  or 
with  Paris  a  shadow  without  substance,  a  sorry  help,  a  cold  com- 
fort, a  wife  and  yet  no  wife  in  regard  of  any  joy  or  comfort  in  her, 
in  regard  of  any  help  or  assistance  from  her,  so  that  it  were  much 
better  to  be  altogether  without ;  for,  what  can  be  more  miserable, 
than  to  have  a  wife  as  covetous  wretches  have  wealth,  to  have  the 
burden  of  a  wife,  and  want  the  blessing  of  a  wife,  to  have  the  care 
and  not  the  comfort ;  whereas  the  man  that  liveth  single,  as  he 
misseth  of  the  one,  so  he  is  yet  withal  freed  from  and  eased  of  the 
other. 

Jos.  Scatiger.        Cicero  m  Verrem.        Lane.  Winton,  Apolpg.  adv.  Bellar- 
vtin.       Euripid.  Helena,       Erasm.  Adag.       Plutarch,  de  Avarit, 

2058.  The  Bountiful  Goodness  of  God  to  His 
Children. 

It  is  said  of  Cyrus,  the  great  monarch  of  Persia,  that  he  never  sat 
down  at  the  table  to  eat,  but  whatsoever  dish  liked  him  best,  he. 
would  send  part  of  it  to  his  friends,  or  such  as  deserved  best  of 
him,  scmesos  anseres,  semesos  panes,  sometimes  the  meat  off  his 
trencher,  and  sometimes  the  bread  that  himself  did  taste  of,  with 
this  kind  and  loving  salutation,  The  king  sends  you  this,  because 
he  likes  it  best  himself,  and  holds  it  choice  and  dainty.  But  God 
entreats  His  friends,  His  children  and  servants,  after  another  man- 
ner, He  makes  them  eat  and  drink  at  His  table,  or  rather  makes 
Himself  their  meat  and  drink,  who  is  the  bread  of  life,  and  well- 
spring  of  salvation  ;  there  is  nothing  so  dear  to  Him  but  they  shall 
have  part  with  Him  ;  His  own  joy,  His  own  secret.  His  own 
sweetness,  His  own  comfort,  His  own  robe,  His  own  justice,  His 
own  clothing,  His  own  righteousness  ; — nay,  they  shall  have  His 
very  life  and  spirit,  as  a  seal  and  pledge  of  extraordinary  grace  and 
favour. 

Cyrus  tibi  ista,  &c.    Xenofh.  de  Institut.  Cyn.       J.  Walt's  Serin,  at 
Westminster, 
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2059.  Graces  of  God's  Spirit,  though  seem- 

ingly Lost,  yet  Found  at  last. 

There  is  a  story  of  a  poor  man  that  served  God  faithfully,  and 
yet  was  oppressed  cruelly,  having  all  his  goods  taken  from  him  by 
an  exacting  knight,  whereupon,  in  a  melancholy  humour,  he  per- 
suaded himself  that  God  was  dead,  who  had  formerly  been  so 
faithful  to  him,  and  now  (as  he  thought)  had  left  him.  An  old 
man  met  him,  and  desired  him  to  deliver  a  letter  into  the  hands 
of  his  oppressor,  upon  receipt  and  perusal  of  which,  the  knight  was 
so  convinced,  that  immediately  he  confessed  his  fault  and  restored 
the  goods,  which  made  the  poor  man  say,  Now  I  see  that  God 
may  seem  to  sleep,  but  can  never  die.  Thus  it  is  that  God  in 
the  dispensation  of  His  graces  may  withdraw  Himself  for  a  time, 
yet  He  will  return  at  last,  He  may  in  His  great  wisdom  for  a  time 
hide  His  face,  yet  at  last  He  will  in  mercy  lift  up  the  light  of  His 
countenance  to  the  great  joy  of  that  poor  soul  that  seems  to  be 
deserted,  and  make  bare  the  arm  of  His  power  for  comfort,  Isaiah 
liv.  7  . 

Speculum  Excmplomm.        N.  Hardy,  a  Valedictory  Sermon  to  Sir  T. 
Bendish,  1 653. 

2060.  Men  to  be  A ctive  in  Regaining  their 

Lost  Souls. 

It  is  said  of  Xences,  the  greatest  of  the  Persian  princes,  that  when 
the  Grecians  had  taken  from  him  Sardis,  a  famous  city  in  Asia 
the  Less,  (in  St.  John's  time  one  of  the  seven  churches,)  charged 
that  every  day  at  dinner,  some  one  or  other,  speaking  with  a  loud 
voice,  should  remember  him  that  the  Grecians  had  taken  the  city 
of  Sardis  from  him.  But  what  shall  poor  sinners  do,  that  have 
lost  more  than  a  city,  even  their  precious  souls,  which  are  of  more 
worth  than  all  the  world  besides  1  Let  them  then  give  their  Re- 
deemer no  rest  by  incessant  prayers,  till  He  deliver  them,  and 
repair  their  ruin ;  let  them  still  be  calling  upon  Him  to  remember 
His  loss  and  theirs,  (for  theirs  are  His,)  till  they  have  regained  by 
Him  that  which  was  at  first  taken  from  them  by  the  enemy,  eve 
the  image  of  their  God,  after  which  they  were  created. 

JVit/arrA  in  Vita  Themistocl.  f.  Rmolaitdsoris  Serin,  at  East  Ty. 

Homf  shirt,  \ia\ 
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2061.  Hypocrites  discovering  their  own 
Shame. 

It  is  said  of  the  peacock,  whose  pleasant  wings  (as  holy  Job  calls 
them,  chap,  xxxix.  13)  are  more  for  ostentation  than  for  use,  for 
while  he  spreads  out  his  gaudy  plumes  he  displays  the  ugliness  of 
his  hinder  parts.  Such  are  many  hypocritical  dissembling  wretches 
at  this  day,  who  yet  differ  from  the  peacock  in  this,  that  whereas 
he  is  said  to  have  Argus  eyes  in  his  tail,  they  (it  should  seem)  have 
them  in  their  heads,  else  how  could  they  espy  so  many  faults  in 
others,  none  in  themselves ;  yet  whilst  they  spread  out  their  gay 
plumes,  whilst  they  simper  it  devoutly,  and  rail  jesuitically  against 
church  and  state  j  whilst  they  hear  sermons,  pray,  give  alms,  make 
a  sour  lenten  face,  all  to  be  seen  of  men,  Matth.  vi.,  what  do  they 
else  but  discover  their  own  shame,  show  the  ugliness  of  their 
hinder  parts,  betray  the  Tearfulness  of  their  latter  end  \ 

Fulgent.  Mythohg.         Franc.  Rawlinson,  a  Serm.  at  Court,  1625. 

2062.  Sin  the  Chief  Cause  of  a  Nations  or 
a  City's  ruin. 

Physicians  make  the  threescore  and  third  year  of  a  man's  life  a 
dangerous  climacterical  year  to  the  body  natural,  and  statists  make 
the  five  hundredth  year  of  a  city  or  kingdom  as  dangerous  to  the 
body  politic,  beyond  which  they  say  cities  and  kingdoms  cannot 
stand.  But,  which  is  matter  of  wonder,  who  hath  ever  felt  a  city's 
languishing  pulse  1  who  hath  discerned  the  fatal  diseases  of  a  king- 
dom 1  found  out  their  critical  days?  Do  they  wax  weak  and 
heavy,  and  old  and  shrivelled,  and  pine  away  with  years  as  the 
body  of  man  ?  No,  they  may  flourish  still  and  grow  green,  they 
may  continue  as  the  clays  of  Heaven,  and  be  as  the  sun  before  the 
Almighty,  if  His  wrath  be  not  provoked  by  their  wickedness.  So 
that  it  is  not  any  divine  aspect  of  the  heavens,  any  malignant 
conjunction  of  stars  and  planets,  but  the  people's  loose  manners, 
ungracious  lives,  and  enormous  sins,  which  are  both  the  chief 
cause  and  symptom  of  a  kingdom's  or  city's  sickness,  and  they, 
indeed,  soon  bring  them  to  a  fearful  end  and  utter  desolation. 

y.  Bodin't  Com.  Weal.       J.  Ginnfs  Burden  of  Tyre,  a  Sermon  at  St.  Paul's, 
London,  1627. 
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2063.  Wherein  the  Poisonful  Nature  of  Sin 

consistethr 


It  is  credibly  reported  that  in  some  parts  of  Italy  there  are  spiel 
of  so  poisonous  a  nature  as  will  kill  him  that  treads  upon  the 
and  break  a  glass  if  they  do  but  creep  over  it  This  shows  clearly 
that  the  force  of  this  poison  is  not  in  measure  by  the  quantity,  but 
in  the  nature  by  the  quality  thereof.  And  even  so  the  force  of 
sin  consists  not  in  the  greatness  of  the  subject  or  object  of  it,  but 
in  the  poisonful  nature  of  it,  for  that  it  is  the  breach  of  the  law, 
violation  of  the  justice,  and  a  provocation  of  the  wrath  of  God, 
and  is  a  present  poison  and  damnation  to  men's  souls  ;  therefore, 
as  the  least  poison,  as  poison,  being  deadly  to  the  body,  is  de- 
tested :  so  the  least  sin,  as  sin,  being  mortal  to  the  soul,  is  to  be 
abhorred. 

"Josepk  Scaligar  in  Theophrast  dc  Plantii.       W.  Crashau'i  Parable  af  Potion. 

2064.  Our  own  Natural  Corruption  the  Cause 

of  Sin. 

As  corruption  and  infection  could  not  by  the  heat  of  the  air 
ambient  enter  into  our  bodies,  if  our  bodies  did  not  consist  of 
such  a  nature  as  hath  in  itself  the  causes  of  corruption,  no  more 
could  sin,  which  is  a  general  rot  and  corruption  of  the  soul,  enter 
into  us  through  the  allurements  or  provocation  of  outward  things, 
if  our  souls  had  not  first,  of  themselves,  received  that  inward  hurt 
by  which  their  desire  is  made  subject  to  sin,  as  the  woman's  desire 
was  made  subject  to  her  husband,  Gen.  iii.  16,  and,  as  the  philoso- 
phers say,  the  matter  to  the  form.  The  causes  of  sin  are  to  be 
ascribed  to  our  own  concupiscence,  the  root  is  from  our  own 
hearts,  Jam.  i.  13,  It  is  confessed  thai  Satan  may  instil  his  poison 
and  kindle  a  fire  of  evil  desires  in  us,  yet  it  is  our  own  flesh  that 
is  the  first  mover,  and  our  own  will  which  sets  the  faculties  of  the 
soul  in  combustion. 

T.  Bat/ard,  Strut.,  1612. 

2065.  Death  of  the  Soul  more  to  be  lamented 

than  the  Death  of  the  Body. 

St.  Augustine  confesseth  that  in  his  youth  (as  many  wantons  do) 
he  read  that  amorous  discourse  (rt  itwtas  Mid  Dido  with  great 
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affection,  and  when  he  came  to  the  death  of  Dido  he  wept  from 
pure  compassion  ;  but,  O  me  miserum !  saith  the  good  father,  I 
bewailed,  miserable  man  that  I  was,  the  fabulous  death  of  Dido, 
forsaken  of  ./Eneas,  and  did  not  bewail  the  true  death  of  my  soul, 
forsaken  of  lier  Jesus.  Thus  it  is  that  many  unhallowed  tears  are 
sacrificed  to  the  idols  of  our  eyes,  which  yet  are  as  dry  as  pumices 
in  regard  of  our  souls.  We  bewail  a  body  forsaken  of  the  soul, 
and  do  not  grieve  for  the  soul  abandoned  by  God.  Hence  we  are 
to  leam  from  every  corpse  that  is  buried,  what  the  daughters  of 
Israel  were  to  learn  from  Christ  crucified,  Weep  not  for  me,  but 
weep  for  yourselves,  Luke  xxiii.  28,  not  so  much  for  the  loss  of 
your  bodies  as  for  the  death  of  your  immortal  souls. 

Confess.,  Lib.  i.  eap.  13.       J.  B.,  a  Serm.  at  request  of  Sir  Rich.  Blunt,  1616. 

2066.  Not  to  JVait  Goifs  Good  Pleasure  in 
Times  of  Affliction,  very  Dangerous. 

A  man  that  is  unskilful  in  swimming,  having  ventured  past  his 
depth,  and  so  in  danger  of  drowning,  hastily  and  inconsiderately 
catcheth  at  what  comes  next  to  hand  to  save  himself  withal ;  but 
it  so  happeneth,  that  he  oft  layeth  hold  on  sedgy  weeds,  that  do 
but  entangle  him,  and  draw  him  deeper  under  water,  and  there 
keep  him  down  from  ever  getting  up  again,  till  he  be  {by  that 
whereby  he  thought  to  save  himself)  drowned  indeed.  Thus  it  is, 
that  whilst  many  through  weakness  of  faith,  and  want  of  patience, 
are  loath  to  wait  God's  good  pleasure,  and  being  desirous  to  be 
rid  in  all  haste  of  the  present  affliction,  they  put  their  hand  oft  to 
such  courses  as  procure  fearful  effects,  and  use  such  sorry  shifts 
for  the  relieving  of  themselves,  as  do  but  plunge  them  further  and 
deeper,  into  such  a  labyrinth  of  evils,  out  of  which  they  seldom  or 
never  get  out  again. 

Cyril  Alex.  Epist.  39.        T.  Galaker,  a  Sermon  Before  the  Judges,  1623. 

2067.  The  Great  Benefit  of  Timely  Account- 

ing with  God. 

A  merchant  or  tradesman,  that  at  leisure  times  casteth  up  and 
balanceth  his  accounts,  and  brings  all  to  one  entire  sum,  is  at  any 
time  ready,  if  on  a  sudden  he  be  called  to  a  reckoning,  though  he 
have  not  time  or  leisure  then  amidst  many  distractions,  otherwise 
to  run  over  accounts,  or  to  cast  up  the  particulars  \  vet  to 
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things  stand  with  him,  ii  requires  no  more  than  the  bare  readin 
he  needs  not  stand  to  recount  it,  being  sure  it  was  well  and  truly 
cast  up  before.  So  he  that  hath  beforetime  truly  examined  his 
own  estate,  and  made  up  the  account  betwixt  God  and  his  own 
soul,  may  thereby  know  how  it  standeth  with  him  in  regard  of  God 
by  calling  to  mind  only  the  issue  of  his  former  examination,  when 
by  reason  of  disturbance  and  distraction  through  the  violence  of 
temptation,  he  shall  have  small  liberty  and  less  leisure,  to 
any  exact  trial  or  proof  of  it  at  the  present 

Isocrales  ad  Demonic.        X,  Calaktr,  David's  Remembrancer,  a  Sermon, 


take 

102  \ 


2068.  Ignorance,  especially  in  the  Ways  of 

God,  reproved. 

Socrates  being  asked,  What  was  the  most  beautiful  creature  in 
the  world,  he  answered,  A  man  decked  and  garnished  with  learn- 
ing :  and  Diogenes  being  demanded,  What  burden  the  earth  did 
bear  most  heavy,  replied,  An  ignorant  and  illiterate  man.  Now, 
if  these  philosophers  did  thus  judge  of  the  excellency  of  know- 
ledge, and  vileness  of  ignorance,  how  should  Christians  blush  for 
very  shame,  that  having  lived  so  long  in  the  school  of  Christ,  trod 
so  often  upon  the  threshold  of  God's  sanctuary,  and  sat  so  many 
years  under  the  droppings  of  gospel-dispensations,  they  should  yet 
be  found  ignorant  of  Christ,  and  of  the  way  to  everlasting  happi- 
ness. 

:S.  Maxim.  Serm.  17.        ////.  Bourn's  Serm.  at  St.  Pauls,  Land.,  1622. 

2069.  A II  the  Creatures  subservient  to  the 
Good  Will  and  Pleasure  of  God. 

It  is  reported  of  the  River  Nilus,  that  it  makes  the  land  barren, 
if  in  ordinary  places  it  either  flow  under  fifteen  cubits,  or  above 
seventeen;  and  therefore,  that  Prester-John  {through  whose 
country  it  runneth,  and  in  which  it  ariseth  from  the  hills  called 
the  Mountains  of  the  Moon)  can  at  his  pleasure  drown  a  great 
part  of  Egypt,  by  letting  out  into  the  river  certain  vast  ponds  and 
sluices,  the  receptacles  of  the  melted  snow  from  the  mountains ; 
which  that  be  may  not  do.  the  Turks,  who  are  now  the  lords  of 
Egypt,  pay  a  great  tribute  unto  him,  as  the  princes  of  that  land 
have  done  time  out  of  mind  ;  which  tribute  when  the  Great  Tu 
denied  to  pay,  till  by  expeneuce  \w  to\md  this  to  be  true,  he 
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afterwards  forced  with  a  greater  sum  of  money  to  renew  his  peace 
with  that  governor  of  the  Abussines,  and  to  continue  his  ancient 
pay.  The  truth  of  this  relation  may  be  questionable,  but  this  we 
are  all  bound  to  believe,  that  the  great  Emperor  of  Heaven  and 
earth,  who  sits  above  us,  can  at  His  pleasure  make  our  land,  and 
all  the  regions  of  the  earth,  fruitful  or  barren,  by  restraining  or 
letting  loose  the  influences  of  His  blessings  from  above.  At  his 
command  the  winds  blow,  and  again  are  hushed,  the  air  pours 
down  rain,  or  sends  mildews  upon  the  eaith,  and  it  rests  in  His 
power  to  make  our  land  barren,  if  we  continue  disobedient,  or  to 
fructify  it  more  and  more  if  we  repent.  He  hath  dams  and  ponds, 
yea,  an  ocean  of  judgments  in  store,  which  He  can  (when  it  seems 
Him  good)  let  down  upon  us  to  make  both  the  land  fruitless,  and 
the  soul  itself  accursed  that  rebelleth  ;  not  only  fire,  or  hail,  or 
lightning,  or  thunder,  or  vapours,  or  snow,  or  stormy  winds,  blast- 
ing or  mildews,  but  even  whole  volleys,  or  volumes  of  curses  more 
than  can  be  numbered,  are  pressed  to  do  His  will  to  afflict  and 
vex  them  that  grieve  His  Holy  Spirit  by  their  sins  and  daily  pro- 
vocations, 

Loys  de  Vrretta,  Hist,  de  sE/Aiopia,  Lib.  i.  cap.  20.       C.  Sandy t  Travek. 

Rowlandson,  tit  antra.  Cut  cuncta  assistant  acta  ct  agenda  timul.  Prosper, 
in  Scnttnt. 

2070.  Heaven  a  Place  of  Holiness. 

It  was  a  good  inscription  which  a  bad  man  set  upon  the  door  of 
his  house,  Per  me  nihil  intret  malt,  Let  no  evil  pass  through  me ; 
whereupon  said  Diogenes,  Quomodo  ingredictur  Dominus  1  How 
then  shall  the  master  get  into  his  own  house  1  A  pertinent  and 
ready  answer.  How  it  agrees  with  our  mansions  upon  earth,  let 
every  man  look  to  that.  But  most  sure  it  is,  that  no  unclean 
thing  can  enter  into  Heaven  ;  whatsoever  is  there  is  holy,  the 
angels  holy,  the  saints  holy,  the  patriarchs  holy,  the  confessors, 
martyrs,  all  holy ;  but  the  Lord  Himself  most  holy  and  blessed,  to 
whom  all  of  them,  as  it  were,  in  a  divine  anthem  sing  and  say, 
Holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord  God  Almighty,  heaven  and  earth  are  full 
of  the  majesty  of  Thy  glory. 

Divg.  Lacrt.  in  Vita.      J.  Wall's  Serm.  at  Westm.,  1623. 

2071.  God  a  Sure,  Fast  Friend. 

It  is  usual  with  men  to  make  towards  a  sun-dial,  whilst  only  the 
sun  shineth  ;  and  with  women  to  make  much  of  flowers,,  \sa 
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put  them  in  their  bosoms  whilst  they  are  green  and  flourishing  . 
but  when  once  withered,  they  cast  them  upon  the  dunghill ;  but 
the  Almighty  deals  not  so  with  His  friends ;  yea,  when  their  dan- 
ger is  greatest,  His  help  is  nearest ;  and  though  ofttimes  the  case 
is  so  desperate,  that  friends'  society  can  only  afford  pity,  not  suc- 
cour, they  may  look  on,  they  cannot  take  off ;  but  the  presence 
of  God  is  ever  active  and  powerful :  and  whereas  most  faithful 
friends  part  at  death,  this  friend  will  not  leave  us ;  David  knew 
he  would  be  with  him  in  the  shadow  of  death.  Psalm  xxiii.  4  ;  and 
St  Paul  assureth  us,  that  neither  death  nor  life  shall  separate  his 
love,  Rom.  viii.  38- ;  not  only  when  we  walk  through  the  pleasant 
meadow  of  prosperity,  but  when  we  go  through  the  salt  waters  of 
affliction — nay  ,  when  we  pass  man  mortuittn,  the  sea  of  death,  he 
will  be  with  us.  It  is  the  deriding  question  which  the  saints'  ene- 
mies put  to  them  in  the  time  of  affliction,  Ubi  Dots  t  Where  is  now 
their  God  \  Psalm  Ixxix.  10,  but  they  may  return  a  confident 
answer,  Hie  Deus,  Our  God  is  here,  nigh  unto  us,  round  about  us, 
in  the  midst  of  us.  It  was  his  promise  to  Joshua  (chap.  i.  ver.  5) 
then,  and  is  since  repeated  by  St.  Paul,  as  belonging  to  all  the 
faithful,  I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee,  Heb.  xiiL  5. 

JV.  Hardy,  a  Valedictory  Serm.  to  Sir  T.  fiendish,  1653. 


2072.  To  Rely  upon  God's  Blessing  noiwit 
standing  all  Opposition. 

When  an  alderman  of  London  was  given  to  understand 
courtier,  that  King  Richard  III.,  in  his  displeasure  against  the  city, 
threatened  thence  to  divert  b^th  Term  and  Parliament  to  Oxford, 
he  asked  whether  he  would  turn  thither  the  channel  of  the  Thames, 
or  no  ;  if  not,  said  he,  by  the  grace  of  God  we  shall  do  well 
enough.  Thus,  when  cither  envy  of  meaner  men  repineth,.  or  the 
anger  of  greater  persons  rageth  against  our  lawful  thriving,  we  shall 
do  well  to  remember  that  there  is  a  river  which  shall  make  glad 
the  city  of  God  ;  a  current  (I  mean)  of  God's  blessings,  which, 
whilst  He  vouchsafeth  to  our  honest  labours,  and  legal  callings, 
no  malice  of  man  or  devil  shall  be  able  to  stop  or  avert :  for,  whilst 
this  blessed  river  of  God  keeps  its  course,  we  shall  do  well  enough  j 
but  if  His  hand  for  our  sin  turn  it  aside,  as  it  were,  into  another 
channel,  no  wonder  then  if  we  thrive  backwards,  if  we  prosper  1 
in  the  labour  of  our  hands. 

J  oh-  Roicl(ind3on,utanUa. 
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2073.  Regeneration,  the  Excellency  thereof. 

St.  Augustine  maketh  this  observation  of  Demosthenes,  that 
being  asked  what  was  the  first  and  chiefest  amongst  the  precepts 
of  rhetoric,  he  answered.  Elocution  (or  good  utterance) ;  what  the 
second,  he  answered,  Elocution ;  what  the  third,  he  answered 
still,  Elocution.  After  the  same  manner,  saith  the  good  father,  if 
you  ask  me  what  is  the  first,  the  second,  or  the  third  among  the 
precepts  of  Christian  religion,  I  must  answer,  Humility ;  and 
what  St  Augustine  attributes  to  humility  in  the  praise  and  com- 
mendations thereof  may  justly  be  given  to  regeneration,  or  the  new 
creature,  and  to  the  excellency  and  dignity  of  that.  If  it  be 
asked,  What  is  the  first,  or  the  second,  or  the  third  amongst  the 
graces  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  the  answer  would  be  «wVi}  erhrn,  our 
new  creation.  And  good  reason  too,  for  without  this  new  creation 
there  is  no  freedom  from  damnation,  no  happiness  to  be  obtained ; 
if  any  man  be  in  his  natural  condition,  and  would  have  any  benefit 
by  the  death  of  Christ,  he  must  be  a  new  creature. 

Auguslin.  EpisL  56  ad  Dioscorum.        Jiu.  Bourn,  nt  an/ea. 

2074.  Ignorance,  especially  in  the  IVays  of 
God,  condemned. 

It  is  related  of  Bion  the  philosopher,  that  meeting  with  one  of  his 
friends,  who  was  somewhat  too  curiously  busied  to  have  his  pic- 
ture hewed  out  to  the  life  in  a  piece  of  stone,  but  over-careless  in 
the  stud)'  of  learning,  he  reproved  on  this  manner,  Tu  ut  tibi  simi- 
lis  lapis  jitret,  (s*c.  1  Hast  thou  been  careful,  that  the  stone  might 
be  made  like  thee,  and  art  thou  not  as  careful  that  thou  by  thy  ig- 
norance be  not  like  unto  the  stone?  The  like  may  be  said  of  all 
the  sons  of  vanity,  such  as  are  stocks  and  stones,  rather  than  men, 
than  Christian  men,  that  arc  careful  to  fulfil  their  lusts,  which  will 
prove  their  destruction,  and  negligent  to  be  filled  with  divine  know- 
ledge, which  will  bring  them  to  eternal  happiness. 

PlularcA,  Apophthegm.       S.  Maxim.  Strut.  L 

2075.  A  Caveat  for  Bloody-minded  Men. 

It  was  a  Christian-like  gallant  resolution  of  Anastasius  the  empe- 
ror, Quod  nihil  velit  aggredi,  <5ff.,  That  he  would  adventure  on  no 
exploit,  though  never  so  honourable  and  glorious,  if  he  thought  it 
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might  cost  him  a  drop  of  blood.  Then  let  all  such  know, 
wallow  in  flesh  and  blood,  the  blood  of  their  sins,  and  the  b 
of  their  iniquities,  that  delight  in  blood,  and  make  no  conscience 
how  they  spill  innocent  Christian  blood,  that  are  set  upon  mi- 
racles, and  labour  to  convert  water  into  blood,  colour  seas,  dye 
rivers,  as  if  they  would  sail  and  swim  to  Heaven  through  the 
heart's  blood  of  their  enemies  ;  that  Christ's  blood  may  witness 
against  them,  and  charge  them  with  the  blood  of  their  slain,  qud- 
cunque  sub  axe,  whether  it  were  at  home  or  abroad ;  that  as  His 
blood  calls  for  pardon,  so  theirs  for  vengeance,  and  may  one  day 
come  upon  the  desperate  malefactor,  without  repentance,  to 
ruin  and  confusion. 


Evagrii  Hist.  cap.  3. 

Fast. 


Ah  nimium  faciles  qui  tristia  crimina  cadis,  &>e. 
Johan.  Wallci,  Pretium  Alundi. 


2076.  Sincere,  Upright  Men,  the  Scarcity 
thereof. 


eets 


It  is  storied  of  Diogenes,  that  at  noonday  he  went  about  the  stre 
with  a  candle  lighted,  and  being  asked  why  he  did  so,  returned  this 
answer,  Homincm  quaro,  I  seek  for  a  man ;  meaning  one  that 
might  deserve  the  name  of  a  man,  but  all  in  vain.  It  is  the  same 
with  us  at  this  day.  God  commanded  the  prophet  that  he  should 
run  to  and  fro  through  the  streets  of  Jerusalem,  and  seek  in  the 
broad  places  thereof  to  find  a  man  that  executed  judgment,  Jer. 
v.  1.  And  the  prophet  David  bids  us  behold  the  upright,  Psal. 
xxxvii.  37,  but  where  shall  we  find  one  upright  man  to  behold! 
Pretenders  to  perfection,  professors  of  sanctity,  this  age  swarms 
with,  but  few  practisers.  Facings  of  religion  were  never  more  in 
fashion,  but  the  linings  of  piety  and  goodness  never  more  out  of 
request ;  so  that  we  may  well  take  up  that  of  the  psalmist,  Help, 
Lord,  for  there  is  not  one  godly  man  left,  Psalm  xii.  i. 

£)iog.  Laert.  in  Vita.      N.  Hardy,  a  Funeral  Sermon,  1649. 

2077.  The  Borrowers  Duty  and  Comfort 

A  poor  labourer  being  taken  to  fell  timber  for  the  building  of  a  he 
for  the  children  of  the  prophets,  as  he  was  felling  of  a  tree  the  iron 
fell  from  the  helve  into  the  water ;  then  he  cried,  and  said  to  Eiisha, 
Alas,  master,  it  was  borrowed,  2  Kings  vi.  5  ',  as  if  the  poor  man 
should  say,  The  loss  of  the  axe-head  doth  not  so  much  grieve  me 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &c.  447 

as  that  I  borrowed  it,  and  must  restore  it  again.  Just  thus  must 
it  be  betwixt  the  borrower  and  the  lender;  the  borrower's  care 
must  be  how  to  make  restitution  ;  if  he  have  not  wherewithal,  and 
therein  if  he  speak  simply  from  his  heart,  then,  ri  non  effectu  lamen 
affect u,  if  he  cannot  come  anything  near  to  pay  the  whole  debt, 
yet  come  as  near  as  he  can,  he  must  show  his  readiness  out  of  that 
little  that  is  remaining,  if  not  anything  near  to  a  full,  yet  towards 
satisfaction.  And  then,  however,  perhaps,  it  will  not  please  men, 
yet  in  having  a  good  conscience  God  will  be  well  pleased. 

Sam.  Cottafortf,  Sovereign  Oil  to  restore  Debtors.       Domiis  nut  famulitium 
abjtaendum  at  are  liberemur  aiieno.    Plttt.  Moral. 

2078.  The  Time  and  Place  of  a  Mans  Spi- 
ritual Calling  very  Uncertain  to  be 
Known. 

He  that  is  locked  up  in  a  dungeon,  or  otherwise  immured  within 
some  darksome  place,  can  and  may  easily  discover  the  very 
moment  of  time,  when  either  the  least  beam  of  the  sun,  or  glim- 
mer of  skylight,  shall  break  in  upon  him  ;  whereas,  on  the  other 
side,  he  that  is  in  the  open  air,  is  very  sensible  that  the  day  is 
broke,  that  the  sun  is  up,  but  cannot  make  out  any  certain  ac- 
count of  the  springing  of  the  one,  or  rising  of  the  other.  Thus  it 
is  in  the  matter  of  our  spiritual  calling,  it  is  possible  that  a  man 
may  know  the  very  time  and  moment  when  the  day-spring  from 
on  high  did  visit  him,  when  it  was  the  good  pleasure  of  God  to 
dart  into  his  soul  the  graces  of  His  blessed  Spirit,  as  in  the  case 
of  St.  Paul,  the  good  centurion,  the  jailor,  the  Jewish  converts, 
and  some  others,  Acts  ii.  37  ;  but  this  is  not  ordinary,  the  wind 
bloweth  where  it  listeth,  (yea,  and  when  it  listeth  too,)  even  so  the 
Spirit,  both  time  and  place  uncertain  ;  some  are  called  at  the  first 
hour — that  is,  in  their  infancy  or  childhood,  as  Samuel,  Jeremiah, 
and  John  the  Baptist ;  some  in  the  third  hour— that  is,  in  their 
youth,  as  Daniel  the  prophet,  and  John  the  evangelist ;  others  at 
the  sixth  hour,  in  their  middle  age,  as  Petei  and  Andrew ;  others 
at  the  eleventh  hour,  in  their  old  age,  as  Gamaliel  and  Joseph  of 
Arimathea ;  and  some  again  not  only  in  the  last  hour  of  the  day, 
but  even  in  the  last  minute  of  that  hour,  as  the  thief  upon  the 
cross,  Luke  xxiii.  43.  Again,  our  calling  is  uncertain  in  respect 
of  place  ;  for  God  calls  some  from  their  ships,  Matth.  iv.  19,  some 
from  their  shops,  Matth.  ix.  9,  and  some  from  under  the  hedges, 
Luke  xiv.  23,  and  other  some  from  the  market,  Matth.  xx.  3  ;  <o 
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that  if  a  man  can  but  make  out  unto  his  soul,  that  he  is  certainly 
called,  it  matters  not  much  for  the  time  when,  nor  the  place  where, 
both  of  them  being  so  uncertain. 

jEiredi  Similitud.  Select*.       J.  Beys'  Postills. 

2079.  The  Ministers  Calling  full  of  Labour 
and  Toil. 

The  vocation  of  an  husbandman  admits  of  little  or  no  vacation 
from  his  daily  labour;  the  end  of  one  work  is  but  the  beginning  of 
another,  every  season  of  the  year  bringeth  its  several  travail  with 
it ;  and  the  harvest  labourers  are  of  all  other  the  sorest  labourers, 
no  labour  more  toilsome  than  theirs.  Such  is  the  calling  of  every 
faithful  minister;  hath  he  broke  up  the  fallow  ground  of  his  people's 
hearts  ?  then  must  he  sow  the  precious  seed  therein.  Hath  he 
sowed  seed  ?  then  he  must  water  what  he  hath  set  and  sowed ; 
yea,  tears  and  weeds  will  grow,  and  soon  sprout  up,  sleep  he  never 
so  little,  and  therefore  great  need  of  daily  weeding  :  so  that  surely 
the  sweat  of  the  ministry  {be  it  followed  as  it  ought)  exceeds  the 
sweat  of  other  callings,  and  with  the  sorest  labour  doth  the  minis- 
ter eat  his  bread  in  the  sweat  of  his  brow ;  his  calling  is  not  easy, 
but  painful  and  laborious  :  as  it  is  an  honour,  so  it  is  a  burden, 
and  such  an  one  too  as  requireth  the  strength  of  angels  to  bear  it 

Nat.  Sogers'  Sermon  on  3  Cor.  xiii.  11.  Nihil  est  in  hoc  vita  dijficilius, 
labtriosins,  fericulosius,  &*c. ,  presbyteri  vita.  Aug.  dt  Verb.  Dom.  Onus 
Aumeril  attgelorum  nan  leve.    S.  Chrysostom. 

2080.   True  Brotherly  Love  Scarce  to  be 
Found. 

Histories  make  mention  of  one  Ursinus,  a  Christian  physician, 
■who  being  to  suffer  martyrdom  for  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  began  to 
waver  and  faint,  which  when  Vitalis,  a  holy  man  saw,  he  stepped 
to  him,  and  though  he  knew  it  would  cost  him  his  life,  comforted 
and  encouraged  him,  saying,  What  I  have  you  been  heretofore  so 
industrious  to  preserve  men's  bodies,  and  will  you  now  shrink  at 
the  saving  of  your  own  soul  t  be  courageous  ;  for  which  faithful 
counsel,  he  also  was  condemned  to  death  and  suffered  accordingly. 
But  now  so  it  is  that  brethren  have  forgot  that  they  are  brethren, 
and  almost  every  man  stands  aloof,  when  necessity  requires  his 
succour}  they  flinch  away  asDemas  and  others  did  from  Paul, 
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leaving  him  to  answer  for  himself.  Few  such  friends  as  Vitalis 
are  to  be  found,  that  will  lay  down  their  lives,  or  hazard  them,  to 
the  relief  of  their  distressed  brother. 

Hicron.  liubei  Hist.  Ravennat.       Nich.  <U  Lyra.       fratrum  quoque 
gratia  rara  est.    Ovid,  Met.  i. 

2081.  Men  to  be  Compassionate  one  towards 
another,  and  why  so. 

It  is  observed  of  the  bees,  that  itgrdtanie  una  lamentantur  omnes, 
when  one  is  sick  they  all  mourn  ;  and  of  the  sheep,  that  if  one  of 
them  be  faint,  the  rest  of  the  flock  will  stand  between  it  and  the 
sun,  until  it  be  revived.  Thus  it  is  that  God  hath  hewn  us  all  out 
of  one  rock,  tempered  all  our  bodies  of  one  clay,  and  spirited  all 
our  souls  of  one  breath.  We  are  all  sons  of  one  Father,  members 
of  one  body,  and  heirs  of  one  kingdom,  in  respect  of  which  near 
linking  together,  there  should  be  compassion  and  sympathy  be- 
twixt us.  If  one  member  do  but  grieve,  all  suffer  with  it,  1  Cor. 
xii.  26,  when  a  thorn  is  got  into  the  foot,  how  is  it  that  the  back 
bows,  the  eyes  pry  into  the  hurt,  and  the  hands  are  busied  to  pluck 
out  the  cause  of  the  anguish.  And  we,  being  members  of  one 
another,  should  bear  with  and  forbear  one  the  other,  the  not  doing 
whereof  will  stick  as  a  brand  upon  our  souls,  that  we  are  of  the 
number  of  them  that  have  forsaken  the  fear  of  the  Almighty, 
Job  vi.  14. 

Plin.  Nat.  Hist.,  Lib.  xi.  cap.  17.  O'/us  peetus  tarn  ferrtum,  eor  lam  lafi- 
deum,  ut  patienti  hoh  compaiiatur.  Junius  tie  Uulit.  CmiJil.  Humana. 
Aunotat.  Minist.  Divers,  in  I  Cor.  xii. 

2082.  Men  to  be  at  Peace  one  with  another. 

It  is  reported  of  two  noble  Lacedaemonians,  that  being  at  mortal 
hatred,  were  met  by  Archidamus,  their  king,  in  the  temple  of 
Minerva  ;  he  requires  them  to  put  the  matter  to  an  indifferent 
umpire ;  they  choose  the  king  himself,  he  makes  them  swear  to 
abide  his  order,  which  accordingly  they  do  :  Now.  saith  the  king, 
I  order  that  you  shall  not  go  out  of  this  temple  until  you  be 
friends;  and  so  they  parted  friends  (for  an  oath  taken  in  that 
temple  was  unlawful  to  be  broken).  Now,  it  were  heartily  to  be 
wished,  that  we  who  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  such  as  usually 
meet  in  the  temple  of  God,  and  there  partake  the  holy  things  of 
God,  would  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in.  tha  bovA  <&  ■^e.-aK.t^^v 
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to  be  unpeaceable  with  the  peaceable,  which  argues  a  devi" 
mind  ;  not  unpeaceable  with  the  unpeaceable,  which  argues  a  cor- 
rupt mind ;  nor  yec  content  ourselves  in  that  we  are  peaceable 
with  the  peaceable,  which  argues  but  a  civil  mind ;  but  if  it  be 
possible,  and  as  much  as  in  us  lieth,  to  be  peaceable  with  the  un- 
peaceable, which  is  that  that  argues  only  a  true  Christian,  and 
heroical  mind.  And  so  should  we  make  it  good  that  we  are  en- 
dowed with  true  grace,  and  are  true  subjects  of  that  kingdom  which 
is  the  kingdom  of  peace,  whose  King  is  peace. 

Snida:  Hist.        Plutarch  in  Laeonkis.        Nat.  Rogers,  tti  anted.  Caudal,: 
fax  homines,  trux  decet  ira  fens.    Ovid,  Amor.  \. 

2083.  Men  to  Labour  that  they  be  Regene 
rated. 

St.  Auoustine  relateth  of  the  serpent,  that  when  she  groweth  old, 
she  draweth  herself  through  a  narrow  hole,  and  by  this  means 
stripping  off  her  old  skin,  she  reneweth  her  age.  Thus  it  is  our 
Saviour's  directions  to  be  as  wise  as  serpents,  Matth.  x.  16,  and  if 
in  anything,  then  sure  it  is  in  this,  that  we  should  follow  their 
wisdom,  that  forsaking  the  broad  ways  of  vice,  we  may  pass  through 
the  narrow  and  strait  way  of  repentance,  and  leaving  off  our  old 
coat  of  sin,  we  may  be  clothed  anew  with  the  rich  garments  of 
righteousness,  and  so  become  new  men  in  Christ  Jesus. 

De  Civit.  Dei,  Lib.  viii.  cap.  6,  et  in  Psal.  Ivi. 

2084.  The  Ministers  and  Magistrate's  Dnt 
in  the  Suppression  of  Vice. 

It  was  a  good  Christian  resolution  of  St.  Basil,  who  writing 
Amphilochius,  Bishop  of  Iconium,  hath  these  words,  'Xvap-yla 
rit  fotvi),  the  people  through  ambition  are  fallen  into  griev 
anarchy,  whence  it  comes  to  pass,  that  all  the  exhortations  of  the 
rulers  are  in  vain,  no  man  will  submit,  but  all  would  reign,  being 
puffed  up  with  pride  growing  from  ignorance.  Shall  I  then  keep 
silence  1  I  may  not,  though  some  supplant,  others  insult  over  me 
being  down,  and  the  rest  applaud  them  that  do  insult ;  how  can 
it  be  otherwise  since  charity  is  decayed !  Hence  some  sit  no  less 
implacable  and  bitter  examiners  of  things  amiss,  than  unjust  and 
malevolent  judges  of  things  well  done,  so  that  we  are  become  more 
brutal  than  the  very  beasts,  Jot       axa^vit  amongst  themsel 
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but  we  wage  cruel  war  against  each  other ;  shall  I  then  hold  my 
peace  1  charity  will  not  suffer  me  ;  the  children  in  Babylon  dis- 
charged their  duty,  though  they  were  but  three.  Having  God 
then  for  my  patron  and  protector,  I'll  not  be  silent,  &c.  And  thus 
it  is,  that  both  minister  and  magistrate,  in  their  respective  places, 
are  to  beat  down  the  vices  of  the  time :  where  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment lie  slack  upon  the  people's  shoulders,  there  they  must  needs 
be  straightened  ;  where  wickedness  and  sin  have  put  on  a  whore's 
forehead,  it  is  high  time  to  unmask  them.  Nay,  if  God's  people 
and  the  house  of  Jacob  will  be  doing  that  which  is  not  right,  it  is 
the  minister's  duty  to  set  up  his  throat  and  tell  the  one  of  their 
sins,  and  the  other  of  their  transgressions,  Isa.  lviii.  i. 

Basil,  in  Lib.  de  Spirit.  Sancto,  cap.  utl.       Strvis  inter  se  convenit  ursis. 
Parcere  tubjeclit  ct  dcbetlare  sttptrbos.  Virgil. 

2085.  Peace  Linking  the  Church  and  Com- 
monwealth together. 

The  secretaries  of  nature  say  that  the  solsequy  or  marigold  opens 
with  the  sun  and  shuts  with  the  shade :  even  so,  when  the  sun- 
beams of  peace  shine  upon  the  commonwealth,  then  by  the  reflec- 
tion of  those  beams,  the  church  dilates  and  spreads  itself,  Acts 
ix.  31.  And,  on  the  other  side,  when  the  country's  glory  is  once 
eclipsed,  then  is  the  church's  beauty  clouded,  as  all  men  (whom 
the  God  of  this  world  hath  not  blinded)  must  of  necessity  confess : 
the  church  and  commonwealth  being  so  closely  linked  together, 
that  the  peace  or  distraction  of  the  one  dodi  redound  to  the  wel- 
fare or  ruin  of  the  other. 

Plin.,  Dioscorid.,  Tlwophrast.      Af.  GripJtA's  Serm  oj  Peace  at  St.  PauFs, 
London,  1642. 

2086.  A  Caveat  for  Flatterers. 

It  was  a  significant  and  well  deserved  punishment,  that  Alexander 
Severus  allotted  to  Turinus.  a  fawning  flatterer,  {one  that  could  lick 
a  moth  in  a  gnathonical  sordid  way,)  to  be  tied  to  a  stake,  and 
stifled  with  smoke,  with  a  herald  standing  by  and  proclaiming  to 
all  the  people :  Fume  puiiitur  qui  fumum  vendidit,  He  lived  by 
smoke  blinding  men's  eyes,  and  by  smoke  let  him  die.  A  good 
caveat  for  those  that  think  to  purchase  and  preserve  love  and 
favour,  by  deifying  the  undeserved  and  crystallising,  dwav.^  tfcQ&i^ 
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actions ;  they  may  chance  to  plead,  that  he  that  will  not  flatter, 
shall  hang  under  the  wheel,  that  he  that  dares  to  tell  a  great  man 
he  is  not  just,  or  a  general  that  he  is  not  valiant,  or  a  lady  that 
she  is  neither  beautiful  nor  virtuous,  shall  never  be  counsellor, 
commander,  or  courtier ;  but  Solomon,  a  wiser  man,  is  rather  to 
be  believed,  who  bids  us  take  it  on  his  word,  that  he  that  rebukes 
a  man  {though  for  the  present  he  may  storm)  shall  aftenvard  find 
more  favour  than  he  that  flattereth  with  his  tongue,  Prov. 
xxviii.  33. 

Ail.  Lampridins  in  Vita.       W,  Prices  Sermon  at  St.  Mary's,  Spital,  I 
Isto  maxime  tempore  regnat  vitium  atiulationis,  arv.    Tkl.  ad  Celant. 

2087.  The  Non-performance  of  Vows,  Pr 
mises,  &c.,  condemned. 

It  is  said  of  Andreas,  one  of  the  kings  of  Hungary,  that  havi 
engaged  himself  by  promise  to  go  to  the  holy  wars,  (as  they  the 
called  them.)  went  with  all  his  forces,  and  coming  to  Jerusalem, 
only  bathed  himself  there,  as  one  that  had  washed  off  his  promise, 
and  so  returned  back  again  without  striking  one  blow.  Such  is 
the  case  with  many  men  at  present,  their  promises,  covenants,  and 
agreements  with  others,  though  sealed  and  subscribed,  prove  too, 
too  often  as  brittle  as  the  glasses  they  drink  in;  no  bounds  will 
hold  them,  they  rob  the  Grecians  of  their  proverb,  and  own  it 
themselves.  For  let  but  the  worst  of  men  say  they  will  do  this  or 
that,  is  as  much  as  if  they  had  sworn  they  would  not  do  it,  unless 
it  be  when  they  embark  themselves  in  some  unwarrantable  actions, 
and  the  sun  may  sooner  be  thrust  out  of  his  sphere  than  they  di- 
verted from  their  adamantine  resolutions. 

Car.  Bonfinius  de  Feb.  7/oiigurieis.       Ul  muniim  sic  sunt  miindi promissa, 
Jac.  Bit.  Auilial  >g       Graea  fides.  Erasmi  Adagia. 

2088.  Justice  duly  Administered,  the 
People's  Benefit  thereby. 

It  is  said  of  Francis  tbe  First  of  France,  that  when  a  worn 
knelt  to  him  to  beg  justice,  he  bade  her  stand  up,  For,  said  h 
woman,  it  is  justice  that  I  owe  thee,  and  justice  thou  shalt  have 
if  thou  beg  anything  of  me,  let  it  be  mercy.    A  happy  place  a 
people  surely,  where  jusiice,  as  it  seemeth,  was  not  extorted,  b 
dropped  as  kindly  as  honey  from  the  comb ;  where  there  was 
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sale  of  offices,  no  enhancing  of  fees,  no  subtleties  of  delay,  no 
trucking  for  expedition,  no  making  snares  of  petty  penal  statutes, 
where  justice  had  scales  in  her  hand,  not  to  weigh  gold,  but  equity ; 
where  judges  and  magistrates  were  as  Noah's  ark,  to  take  in  weary 
doves,  and  as  the  horns  of  the  altar,  for  oppressed  innocency  to 
betake  itself  unto  ;  where  lawyers,  advocates,  pleaders,  did  not 
call  evil  good,  and  good  evil,  bitter  sweet,  Sic. ;  where  plaintiffs 
or  accusers  did  not  inform  or  prosecute  through  malice,  envy,  or 
for  advantage ;  where  subordinate  officers  durst  not  help  potent 
delinquents  out  of  the  briars,  nor  suffer  poor  men  tempest-tost  in 
law  to  languish  in  their  business  within  ken  of  harbour,  for  want  of 
giving  a  sop  to  Cerberus,  or  sacrificing  to  the  great  Diana  of  ex- 
pedition j  where  those  setting  dogs,  such  as  base  promoting  infor- 
mers, were  not  countenanced,  but  severely  punished  upon  any 
false,  unjust,  or  malicious  information  ;  to  close  up  all,  where 
the  magistrate  owed  justice  to  the  people  and  paid  it,  where  the 
people  begged  for  mercy  and  had  it. 


Jean  de  Seres,  Hist.       IV.  Price,  ut  anleo. 


2089.  The  State  Polititian  s  Religion. 


There  is  mention  made  of  a  river  in  Spain  whose  upper  waters 
are  sweet  and  pleasant,  but  towards  the  bottom  very  salt  and 
brackish  :  and  such  is  every  wicked  state  politician,  he  is  only 
superficial  whilst  others  are  fundamental  Christians,  he  likes  the 
humour  of  the  Samseans  in  Epiphanius,  that  were  neither  Jews, 
Gentiles,  nor  Christians,  but  preserving  a  commodious  correspon- 
(.  jnce  with  all ;  whatsoever  he  acts  in  reference  to  Heaven  is  merely 
theatrical,  and  done  in  subordination  to  some  other  interest;  it  is 
to  him  indifferent  whether  the  religion  he  personates  be  true  or 
false,  so  it  be  but  popular ;  and  like  the  strictness  of  that  notable 
thief,  who  always  before  he  went  about  the  work  of  his  calling 
(for  so  he  called  thieving)  went  to  prayer,  that  God  would  bless 
and  prosper  him  ;  so  he  says  grace  to  his  design,  be  it  never  so 
wicked,  and  gives  thanks  for  his  success,  be  it  never  so  bloody. 

Atheimi  Deipnosoph.,  Lib.  ii.  cap.  6.       Advert.  Hetres,  Lib.  ii. 


2090.  The  Evil  of  Excess. 

Honey  is  very  sweet  and  comfortable,  but  too  much  honey 
causeth  gripings  in  the  belly,  breedetta  ckoVec  axA  ^swnjss^. 
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diseases ;  fragrant  flowers  are  sweet  to  smell  to,  and  much  refresh 
the  brain  if  used  moderately,  but  too  much  smelling  of  them 
causeth  pain  in  the  head,  as  experience  testifieth.  How  delightful 
is  the  light  to  our  eyes,  but  too  much  staring  into  the  sunbeams 
is  the  dazzling  of  the  eyes,  if  not  the  blinding  of  them.  Thus  it 
is  that  the  excess,  even  of  good  and  lawful  things,  may  be  evil  and 
unlawful ;  we  may  take  of  the  good  creatures  of  God  (as  it  were 
upon  a  knife's  point,  or  a  spoonful  at  a  time,  that  is,  in  a  stinted 
moderate  quantity)  in  due  measure,  but  if  we  fall  a  grasping  with 
both  hands,  eat  great  morsels,  or  drink  down  great  draughts  at 
once,  we  may  easily  surfeit  unto  death,  unless  we  evacuate  one 
way  or  other  after  our  exceedings.  And  the  rule  in  philosophy 
holds  true,  Vchemtns  sensibile  Icedit  sefisorium,  Moderate  sounds, 
such  as  in  music,  may  much  affect  the  ear  with  delight,  but 
vehement  sounds,  as  in  ringing  of  bells  near  hand,  beating  of 
drums,  rattling  of  guns,  or  blowing  of  trumpets,  dulls  the  hearing. 
Thus  it  is  that  moderate  joys  and  delights  are  ever  best,  least  hurt- 
ful, most  contentful  and  comfortable  to  our  spirits ;  whereas  in- 
temperance, immoderateness,  and  excess  mar  all  pleasures  and 
delight,  though  in  themselves  never  so  pleasant  and  delightful. 

Columella  tie  re  Rttst.        Omtte  itiminm  vertiiur  in  vUium. 

Maurit.  Bthem,  Aledit.  Matut.  toe.  Script,  select. 


;htful. 

Aristotle. 


2091.  The  State  Politician  Siding  with  all 
Parties. 

There  is  mention  made  of  Marquis  Paulet,  of  Winchester,  who 
having  successfully  served  four  princes,  and  still  in  the  room  of 
favour,  unshaken  with  the  vicissitudes  he  had  run  through,  being 
asked  by  one  by  what  means  he  preserved  his  fortune,  he  replied 
that  he  was  made  ex  salice  mm  ex  quercu,  of  the  pliant  willow,  not 
the  stubborn  oak,  always  of  the  prevailing  religion,  and  a  zealous 
professor.  Thus  it  is  that  the  wicked  state  politician  sides  with 
all  parties.  If  religion  be  fashionable,  you  can  scarce  distinguish 
him  from  a  saint.  He  will  not  only  reverence  godly  ministers, 
but  if  need  be  he  will  preach  himself;  if  cunctation  prevail,  he 
acts  Fabius ;  if  the  buckler  must  be  changed  for  the  sword,  he  per- 
sonates Marcellus  ;  if  mildness  be  useful,  Soderini  of  Venice  was 
not  more  a  lamb  than  he ;  if  severities  are  requisite,  Nero's 
butcheries  are  sanctities  compared  with  his.  Thus,  like  a  subtle 
Proteus  he  assumes  that  shape  which  is  most  in  grace  and  of  most 
profitable  conducement  to  h\s  ends,  crcvYj  Yi£  \w*S\  so  much  adva- 
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tage  of  the  cameleon,  that  he  can  turn  himself  into  white,  for  he  is 
often  to  be  found  wearing  the  vest  of  innocence  to  conceal  the 
ugliness  and  blackness  of  his  attempts. 

Sir  Ji.  Nanian,  Fragm.  Rtgal.        Paratus  ad  omnia  quare.        Obseruat.  tx 
Afachmielfa,  Borgia,  &°c.       Simuiaia  tanctiiat. 


2092, 


Tyrants  Raising  themselves  by  a  Seem- 
ing Compliance  with  the  People, 

Athen.'eus  tells  a  pretty  story  of  one  Athenion,  born  obscurely, 
who,  as  long  as  he  was  private  and  poor,  excelled  in  a  soft  and 
tractable  disposition  ;  but  when  by  juggling  he  had  obtained  the 
Athenian  government,  there  was  none  more  odious  for  a  cruel, 
barbarous,  covetous  tyrant :  Nero's  quinquennium  will  never  be 
forgotten,  nor  that  which  is  reported  of  Caligula,  that  there  was 
never  a  better  servant  and  a  worse  master.  Thus  it  is  by  woeful 
experience  made  out,  that  tyrannically-minded  men  personate 
goodness  till  they  have  accomplished  their  ends,  make  a  show  of 
all  goodness,  till  they  have  wrought  themselves  into  the  good 
liking  of  all  those  whom  they  intend  to  deceive  ;  and  then  off  goes 
the  vizard  of  dissimulation,  and  they  appear  in  their  native  colours, 
what  indeed  they  are,  bloody,  barbarous,  inhuman, 

Dcipnoiofk.,  Lib,  vi.  cap.  13.       Sutton.       Modern  Policy. 

2093.  True  Obedience. 

It  is  reported  of  the  old  kings  of  Peru,  that  they  were  wont  to  use 
a  tassel,  or  fringe  made  of  red  wool,  which  they  wore  upon  their 
heads,  and  when  they  sent  any  governor,  to  rule  as  viceroy  in  any 
part  of  their  country,  they  delivered  unto  him  one  of  the  threads 
of  their  tassel,  and  for  one  of  those  simple  threads,  he  was  as 
much  obeyed  as  if  he  had  been  the  king  himself ;  yea,  it  hath  so 
happened  that  the  king  hath  sent  a  governor  only  with  this  thread 
to  slay  men  and  women  of  a  whole  province,  without  any  further 
commission ;  for  of  such  power  and  authority  was  the  king's  tassel 
with  them,  that  they  willingly  submitted  thereunto,  even  at  the 
sight  of  one  thread  of  it  Now,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  if  one  thread 
shall  be  so  forcible  to  draw  infidel  obedience,  there  will  be  no 
need  of  cart-ropes  to  hale  on  that  which  is  Christian  ;  exemplary 
was  that  obedience  of  the  Romans,  which  was  said  to  have  come 
abroad  to  all  men,  Rom.  xvi.  19.  And  certainly  gospel  obedience 
is  a  grace  of  much  worth,  and  of  great  force  upon  the  whole  tooxv. 
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for  when  it  is  once  wrought  in  the  heart,  it  worketh  a  conform 
to  all  God's  will — be  it  for  life  or  death ;  one  word  from  God  . 
command  the  whole  soul  as  soon  as  obedience  hath  found  adrai 
tance  into  the  heart 

Levinus  Apollcii.,  di  Regw)  Petnano.       Afaurit.  liohcm.,  ut  antes, 

2094.  Tlie  True  Improvement  of  Peace. 

It  is  observable  in  Scripture  that  Moses'  altar  was  but  five  cubil 
in  length,  and  five  in  breadth,  and  three  in  height,  Exod.  xxvii.  1 
but  Solomon's  altar  was  much  larger,  2  Chron.  iv.  t.  Now  th 
reason  hereof  seems  to  be  this,  because  Moses  was  in  a  warfan 
in  an  unsettled  condition,  in  the  wilderness,  in  continual  trave 
full  of  troubles,  and  could  not  conveniently  carry  about  an  altar 
that  bigness ;  but  Solomon  was  on  his  throne  in  a  tranquil  s 
settled  in  quiet  possession  of  his  kingdom,  and  as  his  name 
so  was  he  a  true  Solomon,  that  is,  peaceable.  Thus  it  ought  to 
with  all  good  men,  that  when  they  have  more  peace  and  p 
perity  than  others,  their  service  of  God  should  be  proportiona" 
Solomon's  temple  must  outstrip  Moses'  tabernacle  in  beauty  a... 
glory,  and  Solomon's  altar  must  exceed  the  bigness  of  Moses' 
altar.  In  their  peace  and  plenty,  their  holiness  should  outshine 
others  that  are  in  want  and  misery,  when  God  lays  not  so  much 
sorrow  upon  them  as  upon  others,  they  should  lay  the  more  duty 
upon  themselves.  If  God  send  them  fewer  crosses  and  more  com- 
forts, they  are  to  return  more  service  and  commit  less  evils. 

M.  Borhttitts.        M.  />'.,  A  Christians  Ddight. 

2095.  The  True  Christian's  Confidence  an 
Contempt  of  Death. 

Observable  is  that  speech  of  King  Agag,  when  Samuel  sent  for 
him,  Surely  the  bitterness  of  death  is  past,  1  Sam.  xv.  32.  Now, 
the  ground  of  this  speech  was  either  his  false  hope,  as  thinking 
that  the  worst  was  past,  because  he  was  fetched  off  the  king's 
guard  of  soldiers  and  brought  to  Samuel  the  prophet,  who  was  vir 
togatus,  a  man  of  peace  ;  or  else,  if  the  messengers  did  tell  him 
why  he  was  sent  for,  then  he  set  a  bold  face  upon  it,  and  spa 
out  of  stomach,  intimating  his  resoluteness  and  contempt  of  dea 
that  he  was  resolved  to  die  bravely  and  like  himself:  this  n 
was  carnal  gallantry.  And  thus  many  a  man  may,  Agag-like  c 
(pan  death  and  all  God's  judgments  out  of  stoutness  and  stiffh 
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of  heart  j  but  all  true  believing  Christians  may  and  do  graciously 
despise  death,  and  say  thus  from  a  principle  of  faith  and  certain 
hopes  of  Heaven,  Surely  the  bitterness  of  death  is  past,  certainly 
Christ  by  His  death  hath  taken  away  the  bitterness  of  death,  and 
hath  sweetly  perfumed  our  graves  by  the  buria!  of  His  own  blessed 
body,  so  that  we  shall  taste  nothing  but  the  sweetness  of  death,  and 
may  now  courageously  and  triumphingly  sing,  and  say  not,  as  Agag 
did,  Surely  the  bitterness  of  death  is  past,  but  as  St.  Paul  did,  O 
death,  where  is  thy  sting?  &c.,  i  Cor.  xv.  55,  and  To  me  to  die  is 
gain,  Phil.  L  it. 

Fr.  de  Mendota  in  I  Sam.  xv.  32-        P.  Martyr  in  I  Sam.  xv.  31.  Kon 
potest  male  mori  qui  bene  vixit.    August,  de  Doctrina  Christ. 

2096.  Man's  Nothingness. 

Josephus  Phovorinus,  a  learned  physician  of  Italy,  marvelled  at 
nothing  in  the  world  but  man,  and  at  nothing  in  man  but  his  mind ; 
and  Abdala  the  Saracen,  King  of  Toledo,  being  asked  what  he 
most  wondered  at  upon  the  stage  of  the  world,  answered,  Man  ; 
one  calls  God  an  immortal  man,  and  man  an  immortal  god ; 
another  sets  him  out  as  /iiKli<'<K<nju,t>»,  a  little  world,  and  the  world, 
yue-yoi/f/juj-iros,  a  great  man.  Now,  these  men  were  not  certainly  so 
well-knowing,  of  God's  Word  and  man's  sin,  and  of  the  matter  that 
man  was  made  of,  as  they  should  have  been,  whereas  such  as 
know  God  in  His  most  excellent  glory,  and  man  in  his  best  estate 
to  be  but  vanity,  turned  from  his  innocency  to  iniquity  ;  must  and 
do  acknowledge  themselves  to  be  less  than  the  least  of  God's 
mercies,  .such  as  He  created  being  nothing,  recreated  being  worse 
than  nothing,  and  without  great  mercy  on  His  part  are  like  to  fall 
again  to  nothing,  Psalm  xxxix.  5. 

Phevorin.  in  Lib.  de  Horn.  Fxcellent.        Leo  Ueb.  Dial,  de  Amort. 
Pythagoras. 

2097.  Men  of  Corrupt  Judgments. 

As  those  that  have  the  jaundice  see  all  things  yellow  by  reason  of 
the  humour  of  that  disease,  corrupting  the  sight  by  the  overflow- 
ing of  the  gall  over  the  whole  body,  so  men  of  corrupt  judgments 
misapply  matters  and  persons,  and  are  not  able  to  give  a  right 
judgment  according  to  truth,  but  run  on  according  as  their  fancy 
leads  them,  just  like  a  blind  man  that  can  see  no  more  light  at 
noonday  than  at  midnight,  and  must  needs  there  misjudge  day  for 
night,  and  night  for  clay. 

J  oh.  Feneiius  de  f/umortb. ,  Lib.  vi. 
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2098.  Wanton  Hearers  of  the  Word  reprove, 

Such  as  have  weak  and  sickly  stomachs  are  always  finding  fi 
with  the  caterer,  cook,  or  carver,  and  think  they  could  feed  a  gr 
deal  better,  if  there  were  better  provision.  And  thus  there  are 
some  queasy  wanton  hearers  of  God's  Word,  such  as  find  fault 
with  their  pastor,  and  think  they  could  edify  much  better  by  such 
or  such  another,  wherein  they  say  they  know  not  what.  For  it  is 
neither  Paul  nor  A  polios  that  can  edify,  that  is,  give  increase,  make 
the  Word  effectual ;  God  hath  reserved  that  work  to  Himself,  that 
so  His  ordinance,  not  the  gifts,  His  blessing,  not  the  commenda- 
tions of  the  preacher,  might  be  regarded,  that  the  treasure  might 
not  be  esteemed  for  the  vessel,  but  the  vessel  for  the  treasure,  and 
so  neither  Paul  magnified,  nor  Apollos  despised,  nor  either  or  both 
relied  upon,  and  God  Himself  neglected  ;  nor  hearing  severed  from 
prayer,  for  that  makes  prayer  abominable  ;  nor  prayer  from  hear- 
ing, for  that  makes  hearing  unprofitable,  but  that  both  being  joined 
together,  our  obedience  in  hearing  may  make  our  prayers  accepted, 
and  our  fervency  in  praying  may  procure  our  hearing  to  be  blessed. 

S.  Crake's  Visit,  Serm.  at  Bath,  1615,      NisiSpiritus  Smctus  auditorum  conk 
rtpleat,  ad  aura  eorperum  vox  doctoris  incassttm  sonat.  Gng.  in  Pastort. 


2099.  The  Vast  Difference  betwixt  the  Power 
of  God  and  Man, 

In  matters  of  arithmetical  accounts,  set  one  against  ten,  ten  against 
a  hundred,  a  hundred  against  a  thousand,  a  thousand  against  ten 
thousand,  although  there  be  great  odds,  yet  there  is  some  com- 
parison ;  but  if  a  man  could  set  down  an  infinite  number,  then 
there  could  be  no  comparison  at  all,  because  the  one  is  finite,  the 
other  infinite.  So  it  is  betwixt  the  power  of  God  and  man,  set . 
the  princes  and  powers  of  the  earth  in  opposition  to  God.  th 
shall  never  be  able  to  withstand  Him.  It  was  once  the  sayii 
of  Pompey,  that  with  one  stamp  of  his  foot  he  could  raise  all  Ita 
up  in  arms.  And  the  mighty  men  of  the  world  may  have  nation 
kingdoms,  and  commonwealths  at  their  command,  but  yet  God  i 
more  powerful  than  them  all ;  if  He  do  but  arise,  they  shall  all  < 
them  fly  before  Him,  Psal.  Ixviii. ;  if  He  once  fall  to  fettering  1 
princes,  it  shall  be  done  so  sure,  that  no  flesh  shall  be  able 
knock  off  their  bolts  again  ;  if  He  but  once  make  fast  the  bars 
our  city  gates,  Psal.  cxlvii.  13,  we  may  trust  to  it  they  shall  be  i 
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fast,  that  no  invader  shall  be  able  to  break  them  open,  so  infinite 
is  His  power,  that  in  David's  thoughts  it  was  not  to  be  matched, 
Psal.  lxxxtx. 

Steph.  Gossans  Strm.  at  St.  Paul's,  1598,       Plutarch  in  Vita  Pomp. 

2100.  The  Great  Danger  of  Apostacy. 

[n  the  affairs  of  this  life,  it  is  a  shame  for  a  man  to  begin  an  enter- 
prise and  not  to  go  through,  to  begin  a  piece  of  work  and  leave  it 
off  in  the  middle;  it  will  give  just  occasion  for  every  man  to  point 
at  him  with  his  finger,  deride  and  jeer  him,  saying,  This  man 
L>egan  to  build,  and  was  not  able  to  finish,  that  he  hath  taken  a 
great  deal  of  pains  to  no  other  purpose,  but  to  leave  a  monument 
of  folly  and  vanity  for  the  world  to  laugh  at  And  thus  he  that 
lath  received  the  common  graces  of  God,  and  many  good  gifts  of 
His  Spirit,  which  have  enabled  him  to  do  much  good  and  faithful 
service,  and  then  takes  the  grace  of  God  and  turns  it  into  wanton- 
ness, and  smothers  and  quenches  the  Spirit ;  or  having  been  in  a 
fair  way  to  heaven,  having  some  time  walked  on  religiously  and 
faithfully,  till  he  come  within  some  sense  of  his  reward,  and  within 
view  of  the  crown  prepared  for  him,  then  to  turn  out  of  the  way, 
and  apostatise  in  the  broad  way ;  what  is  it  else  but  to  tread  in 
a  path  that  without  repentance  will  lead  to  utter  destruction  ? 
Heb.  vi. 

Geo.  Jay's  Semi,  at  Court,  1532.       Tunc  vir  apostolicus  nunc  viiis  apostate 
/actus.    Sedul.  ,ie  Juda  Prodit. 

2 10 1.  Wicked  Thoughts  to  be  Carefully 
Washed  off  from  the  Heart. 

■r  is  the  part  of  a  skilful  surgeon  or  physician,  not  only  to  take 
away  any  appearing  ulcer,  or  to  cool  the  heat  of  a  burning  fever 
with  outward  applications,  but  to  look  into  the  inward  causes  and 
malignity  of  the  disease,  and  so  to  order  the  matter,  that  the  cause 

)eing  taken  away,  the  effect  may  necessarily  follow.  Now  it  is  well 

cnown  that  the  seed  of  all  sins,  and  the  wellspring  of  all  wicked- 
ness, ariseth  from  the  heart  of  man,  Matth.  xv.  19  ;  the  heart  is 

herefore  to  be  washed  as  from  all  wickedness,  Jer.  iv.  14,  so  from 
ill  wicked  thoughts,  they  being  the  sources  and  originals  of  all 
unrighteousness,  not  that  they  are  all  so,  for  they  may  be  some- 

imes  accompanied  with  horror  and  detestation  of  sin,  or  cast  into 
our  hearts  by  Satan,  yet  not  consented  unto ;  but  men  think  too 
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little  of  such  thoughts :  the  thoughts  therefore  that  are  t 
thought  on,  and  cleansed  from  the  heart,  are  such  as  proceed 
our  own  corrupt  nature,  or  suggested  into  our  minds  by  the  m 
of  Satan,  whereunto  we  give  consent  and  liking,  or  else  they 
the  allurements  of  the  world  which  we  cherish  and  delight  in. 

fi.  Jlfaverie&s  Serm.  at  St.  Patil  J,  161 7.        Aquin.  Sum. 


2102.  The  High  Price  of  Mans  Redempti 

Amongst  the  Romans  those  their  proper  goods  and  estates  w 
men  had  gotten  in  the  wars  with  hazard  of  their  lives  were  call 
peeulium  castrense,  or  a  field  purchase.  Well  then  may  the  church 
and  every  true  member  therein  be  called  Christ's  feculium  cas- 
trense,  His  purchase,  gotten  not  only  by  the  jeopardy  of  His  life,  but 
with  the  loss  of  His  life  and  blood,  i  Pet.  i.  18,  19.  And  if  it 
were  possible,  He  would  rather  lose  His  life  a  second  time, 
He  would  lose  the  least  limb  for  which  His  life  was  so  laid  d 


Wolfgang.  Lazius  de  Repub.  Rom.        Maurit.  Bohemus,  Delit.  Christ, 

2103.  God's  Great  Tenders  of  Mercy  to  Re- 

pentant Sinners. 

If  a  judge  of  an  assize  should  say  to  a  felon,  or  some  malefactor 
in  the  gaol,  Confess  but  your  faults,  and  become  an  honest  man, 
I  will  pardon  you,  and  not  only  so,  but  you  shall  be  made  a  jus- 
tice of  peace,  or  some  great  man,  whereby  you  shall  have  power 
to  judge  and  examine  others,  surely  he  would  upon  this  promise 
be  moved  quickly  to  confess  the  felony,  and  forego  his  theft. 
Thus  it  is,  that  the  Judge  of  all  the  world  makes  great  tenders  of 
mercy,  that  if  a  sinner  will  truly,  and  from  his  heart  confess  his 
sins,  and  resolve  to  leave  them,  he  shall  have  pardon,  and  not 
only  so,  but  he  shall  be  made  a  king  and  priest  unto  God  the 
Father,  an  heir  of  God,  and  joint-heir  with  Christ  Jesus,  Rom, 

vill.  17. 

yoh.  Hill's  Penitent  Sinner's  Entertainment.        Pcrnitentia  est  sfes  sa.'ttt; 
quam  Dens  at  miscricordiam  ptavocatur,  &v.    Isidor.  de  Sum.  Bon 

2104.  The  Fullness  of  Reward  reserved  t 

after  this  Life, 

Plutarch,  though  a  heathen,  yet  of  honourable  esteem  ev 
this  day  amongst  us,  hath  a,  story,  how  that  upon  a  time  a 
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plaint  was  sent  from  the  Islands  of  the  Blessed  to  the  judges  of  the 
superior  courts  about  certain  persons  sent  thither  who  formerly 
lad  lived  impiously,  humbly  entreating  that  this  abuse  thus  offered 
into  them  might  speedily  be  redressed ;  whereupon  these  impar- 
tial judges,  taking  the  business  into  their  consideration,  found  not 
Dnly  the  complaint  to  be  true,  but  withal  the  reason  and  cause 
thereof,  which  was,  that  judgment  and  sentence  was  passed  upon 
them  here  below  in  this  life ;  whereupon  it  oft  fell  out  that  many 
persons  clothed  with  honourable  titles,  riches,  nobility,  and  other 
like  dignities  and  preferments  brought  many  witnesses  with  them, 
who  solemnly  swore  in  their  behalf,  that  they  deserved  to  be  sent 
to  the  Islands  of  the  Blessed,  when  the  truth  was  they  deserved 
the  contrary  :  to  avoid  which  inconveniency,  it  was  decreed  by  an 
sternal  doom,  that  for  the  time  to  come  no  judgment  should  be 
passed  till  after  death,  and  that  by  spirits  only,  who  alone  do  see 
md  plainly  perceive  the  spirits  and  naked  souls  of  such  upon 
whom  their  sentence  and  judgment  was  to  pass,  that  so,  of  what 
estate  and  condition  soever  they  were,  they  might  receive  accord- 
ing to  their  works.  Here  now  was  a  great  deal  of  light  in  a  dark 
vault,  the  divine  eye  of  a  mere  natural  man  discovering  a  heavenly 
truth,  which  is,  that  definitive  sentence  is  not  to  be  passed  upon 
any  here  below,  nor  that  any  whosoever  shall  receive  his  full 
reward  of  what  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad,  till  after 
this  life  be  ended. 

Plutarch,  in  Lib.  de  Consolal.  ad  Apollon.  ex  Homcro.       Tim.  Oldmayn,  a 
funeral  Sermon. 

2105.  Good  Meanings  of  Bad  Men 
destructive. 

The  poets  prate  much  of  Plato's  ferry-boat,  that  never  rested  to 
carry  men  through  the  infernal  river  to  the  infernal  place  :  so  that 
what  was  then  feigned  is  now  verified  ;  for  if  there  be  any  ferry-  • 
boat  to  hell,  it  is  the  thing  that  men  call  a  good  meaning  ;  this  is 
that  which  carries  men  and  women  down  to  hell  by  multitudes, 
by  millions ;  there  cannot  be  found  so  many  passengers  in  all  the 
boats  upon  any  river,  as  there  are  in  this  one  wherry  wafted  down 
to  the  pit  of  perdition.  Many  in  all  ages  have  had  their  good 
meanings,  and  to  this  day,  the  Jews,  Turks,  pagans,  papists,  the 
worst  of  them  all  do  not  want  for  good  meanings.  It  is  the  good 
meanings  of  bad  men,  that  brings  them  to  an  evil  end,  they  think 
they  do  God  good  service  by  abusing  His  people,  but  the'}  axa. 


sure  to  find  and  feel  one  day  what  disservice  they  have  done  to 
God  and  their  own  souls  for  ever,  and  that  their  good  meanings 
before  man  shall  never  excuse  their  bad  actings  before  God. 

Maitrit.  Bohem.  Mtdit.  in  loc.  stlat.  Serif  t. 

2 1 06.  God's  Readiness  to  M aintain  the  Ca 

of  His  Church. 

As  in  public  theatres,  when  any  notable  show  passeth  over  the 
stage,  you  shall  have  all  the  spectators  rise  up  off  their  seats  and 
stand  upright  with  delight  and  eagerness,  that  so  they  might  take 
the  better  Dorice  of  the  same  :  thus  it  is,  that  though  by  an 
article  of  our  faith  we  are  bound  to  believe,  that  Christ  sitteth  at 
the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father  Almighty,  as  a  judge  to  pro- 
nounce sentence,  Mark  xvi.  19,  yet  He  is  said  in  the  Scripture 
to  stand  upright,  Acts  vii.  56,  at  the  sufferings  of  His  people,  as  at 
the  stoning  of  St,  Stephen,  either  as  an  advocate  to  plead  the 
church's  cause,  or  as  one  in  a  posture  of  readiness  to  take  revenge 
upon  all  her  enemies. 

SUpk.  Gossen,  ui  antea.       Ambrox.,  Lib.  x.  ep.  S2. 

2107.  Men  not  to  be  Proud  of  Honours  and 

Preferments. 

It  is  Pliny's  observation  of  the  pigeons,  that  taking  a  pride  in  the 
excellency  of  their  feathers,  and  the  height  of  their  flying,  they 
tower  it  in  the  air  so  long,  that  at  last  they  become  a  prey  to  the 
hawk,  whereas  otherwise  if  they  would  but  fly  outright,  they  are 
swifter  of  wing  than  any  other  bird.  Thus  men  that  take  a  pride 
in  the  height  of  that  honour  whereunto  they  are  advanced,  art 
many  times  made  a  prey  to  the  devil,  and  a  laughing-stock  to  men, 
whereas  did  they  but  moderate  their  flight,  and  make  a  right  use 
of  their  preferments,  they  might  become  serviceable  to  God  and 
their  country. 

Nat.  Hist.,  Lib.  x.  cap.  36. 

2108.  Moderation  the  Forerunner  of  Pea 

Tr  is  the  observation  of  St.  Hilary,  that  salt  containeth  in  it 
dement  both  of  fire  and  water,  and  is  indeed,  saith  he,  a. 
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thing  compacted  out  of  both ;  it  is  water,  lest  we  should  too  much 
be  incensed  unto  heat  and  passion  ;  it  is  fire,  lest  we  should  grow 
too  remiss  and  chill  with  neglect  and  carelessness.  Hence  is  that 
advice  of  our  Saviour  to  His  disciples,  Have  salt  in  yourselves, 
and  peace  one  with  another,  Mark  ix.  50,  that  is,  as  St  Paul  inter- 
prets, Let  your  speech  be  always  with  grace,  seasoned  with  salt, 
Col.  iv.  6,  let  it  not  be  rancid  or  unsavoury,  larded  with  bitter  and 
unchristian  invectives,  but  tempered  always  with  sobriety,  meek- 
ness, and  temperance.  And  dien,  when  the  salt  is  first  set  upon 
the  table,  peace  is  the  best  and  choicest  dish  will  follow  after. 

Hilary,  in  ATatth.  Can.  iv.       W.  Sclater's  Remedy  of  Schism. 

2 log.  The  Sainfs  Infirmities. 

As  all  men,  dwelling  in  houses  of  clay,  and  carrying  about  them 
the  earthly  tabernacles  of  their  bodies,  between  whiles  (will  they, 
nil  they)  sleep,  by  reason  of  bodily  infirmity,  and  by  a  kind  of 
unwelcome  heaviness  nod  towards  the  earth,  as  it  were  pointing 
at  their  natural  element,  whereunto  they  must  in  a  short  process 
of  time  be  reduced:  so  even  the  best  of  God's  children,  com- 
passed with  flesh  and  blood  cannot  but  at  times  bewray  their  folly 
and  unsteadfastness.  The  best  artist  hath  not  always  his  wits  about 
him,  quandoque  bonus  dormitat  Homerus ;  and  the  most  watchful 
circumspect  Christian  doth  not  always  stand  so  fast  updn  his  guard 
of  faith  and  a  good  conscience,  but  he  may  at  one  time  or  other 
be  taken  napping. 

Sam.  Croke,  The  Waking  Sleeper,  a  Sermon,  1615.       Non  arcum  semper 
tendit  Apollo. 

21 10.  God  only  to  be  Trusted  unto  in  Time 
of  Distress. 

As  when  little  children  do  first  learn  to  go  alone,  and  seeing  the 
weakness  of  their  feet,  nature  teacheth  them  to  thrust  out  the  hand 
to  the  wall,  and  trust  it  only  for  a  stay  unto  them.  And  thus  it 
is,  that  especially  in  times  of  distress,  nature  and  religion  teach  us 
to  trust  to  a  stronger  than  ourselves,  that  we  shall  have  help  at 
God's  hands,  and  that  without  Him  there  is  no  real  true  help  at 
all,  Isa.  xxx.  3  ;  none  in  the  smooth  tongue  of  man,  nor  in  his  fair 
looks,  Jer.  vii.  4  ;  not  in  the  strength  of  man,  nor  in  his  riches, 
Ezek.  xvi. ;  nor  in  the  wit  of  man,  that  maybe  toTkft4.iKA»W&^e>-- 
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ness,  Jer.  xvii.  5  ;  but  in  God  alone,  who  is  able  and  willing 
relieve  His  people  in  the  time  of  their  distress,  2  Sam.  xv.  31. 

SkfA.  Gossan,  ut  aula. 


unto 


21 1 1.  The  Great  Heat  of  Ambition. 

It  is  reported  of  Julius  Caesar,  that  as  he  passed  over  the  Alps  in 
his  journey  to  Spain,  he  took  up  his  quarters  one  night  in  a  little, 
poor,  inconsiderable  village,  where  one  of  his  company  cameu: 
him  and  asked  him  merrily,  if  he  thought  there  would  be  any 
tention  in  that  place  for  the  sovereignty.      Whercunto  he  m: 
this  stout  answer,  I  had  rather  be  the  first  man  here  than  the 
second  at  Rome.    Now,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  that  there 
many  at  this  day  thus  affected,  that  they  had  rather  be 
though  it  were  but  of  a  mole-hill,  than  be  in  subjection  unto  ai 
yea.  such  is  the  heat  of  their  ambition,  that  the  intemperani 
Nero's  mother  may  seem  to  be  revived  again,  who  being  very 
sirous  that  her  son  might  be  .emperor,  and  being  certified  by 
soothsayer  that  if  he  were  so  he  should  kill  her,  she  brake 
into  this  unstayed  and  outrageous  speech,  Occidat,  dum  imi 
Let  him  kill  me,  and  spare  not,  so  he  may  be  emperor;  so 
stick  not  to  say,  Let  us  perish,  so  we  may  but  bear  rule  and 
over  others.  • 

Cot.  Sabd. ,  Lib.  v.  Ennead  6.        Regnandi  dira  cufiiJo,  Quid  ran  I 

C.  Tacit,  Annal.,  Lib.  xiv. 


21 12.  Dead  Men  soon  Forgotten. 

It  is  a  memorable  example,  amongst  many  others  that  we  ha 
of  William  the  Conqueror's  successor,  who  being  unhappily  kQle 
as  he  was  hunting  in  the  New  Forest,  all  his  nobles  and  courtien 
forsook  him,  only  some  few  that  remained  laid  his  body  in  » 
collier's  cart,  which  being  drawn  with  one  silly  lean  beast  through 
very  foul  and  filthy  way,  the  cart  broke,  and  there  lay  the  spectacle 
of  worldly  glory,  both  pitifully  gored  and  all  bemired.  Now,  if  this 
were  the  portion  of  so  mighty  a  prince,  whom  immediately  before 
so  glorious  a  troop  attended,  what  then  must  others  of  meaner 
rank  expect  and  look  for,  but  only  with  death's  closing  up  of  their 
eyes  to  have  all  their  friends  excluded,  and  no  sooner  gone  but  to 
be  as  suddenly  forgotten.  Hence  it  is  that  oblivion  and  nefl 
are  the  two  handmaids  of  deash,  m\4  tax  kingdom  where  she 
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cipally  tyranniseth  is  terra  oblivionis,  the  land  of  forgetfulness, 
Psalm  lxxxviii.  8. 

Matth.  Paris,  Hist,      Tim.  Oidmayn,  ut  antta.     Mortuos  etiam  grati  sermones 
dtscrunt.  Metiand. 


21 13.  Man  by  Nature  Lawless  and 
Ill-advised. 

Orpheus,  in  the  Poet,  had  no  sooner  tuned  his  instrument  but  all 
the  birds  and  beasts  assembled,  and  forgetting  their  several 
appetites,  though  some  were  of  prey,  some  of  game,  some  of  quar- 
rel, yet  they  stood  altogether  in  a  sociable  manner  listening  unto 
the  sweetness  of  the  music,  the  sound  whereof  was  no  sooner 
ceased  or  drowned  by  some  louder  noise,  but  every  beast  returned 
to  his  nature,  ready  to  devour  and  be  devoured  one  of  the  other. 
Such  is  the  nature  and  condition  of  man,  lawless  and  ill-advised, 
full  of  savage  and  unreclairaable  desires  of  profit,  lust,  power,  and 
revenge,  yet  as  long  as  he  gives  ear  to  precepts,  laws,  and  religion, 
sweetly  touched  with  eloquence  and  divine  persuasions,  so  long  is 
society  and  peace  maintained ;  but  if  these  instruments  be  silent, 
or  that  sedition  and  tumult  make  them  not  audible,  then  all  things 
dissolve  into  anarchy  and  mere  confusion. 

Ovid,  Met.  Lib.  x.        Gtns  humana  ruit  in  vetitum  tufas.        Fr.  Baton  dt 
Augment.  Scient.,  Lib.  i. 


21 14.  God  the  only  Object  of  His  Peoples 
Trust  in  Time  of  Distress. 

The  fish  distressed  slides  into  the  water  and  is  relieved  ;  the  bird 
flies  to  the  dam,  and  is  shrouded  under  her  wings ;  the  child  runs 
to  its  parents ;  strike  the  dog,  and  he  runs  to  his  master ;  wound 
the  soldier,  and  he  flies  to  the  army  ;  and  by  way  of  antiperistasis, 
cold  makes  the  heat  retire  into  the  fire,  and  the  force  thereof  is 
greater.  Thus  if  mere  natural  causes,  whose  goodness  is  finite,  do 
cherish  their  effects,  how  much  more  shall  God,  whose  goodness 
is  infinite  1  It  is  He,  and  He  only,  that  is  the  object  of  His  people's 
trust  in  the  midst  of  their  distress,  He  is  the  first  cause  of  all  things, 
^nd  all  things  have  recourse  unto  Him,  Psalm  cxlv.  15 

*Ste/>&.  Gossan's  Serm.  at  St.  PauTs,  Lond.,  1598.       Tu  vita,  et  genitor 
lucisque profunda,  Tu  lux  vera,  Deus,  &v.    Afar,  fktor. 
VOL  tl. 


niter  vital, 
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21 15.  How  it  is  that  God  is  more  Power) 
than  all  the  Creatures. 

It  is  a  rule  in  philosophy  that  that  is  most  active  which  is  most 
separated  from  earthly  parts,  most  elevated  a  materia.  The  phy- 
siciau  distils  his  simplee  into  waters,  he  makes  his  extractions  and 
quintessences,  that  the  more  they  be  elevated  a  materia,  the  more 
they  might  be  active  and  work  the  better  ;  hence  is  it  that  water 
is  stronger  than  earth,  fire  stronger  than  water,  angels  stronger  than 
men,  God  stronger  than  them  all.  And  why '?  but  because  He  is 
actus  purus,  above  and  over  all,  so  full  of  activity  that  none  is  able 
to  inflict  the  least  of  passion  upon  Him. 


Vtn.  Beda,  Axiomata  Philoaoph.       Imbxillh  est  omnis  honto,  li  cum 
manikin  conftraiur.    Const.  Annai. 


21 16.   In  the  AppreJiension  of  Fear  an 
Courage,  Maris  mistaking  of  the  Odj< 
spoils  all. 

He  that  stands  below  and  looks  up  to  the  top  of  St.  Paul's, 
don,  or  some  such  high  place,  they  that  are  upon  the  top  of 
steeple  appear  to  be  but  of  small  stature,  though  in  themselv 
they  be  tall  and  great,  and  they  that  are  at  hand  upon  the  sail 
flat  seem  to  be  great,  and  all  this  by  reason  of  the  distance  of  Ihe 
one  and  the  nearness  of  the  other.  But  econtrario,  if  a  man  stood 
upon  the  top  of  St  Paul's  and  should  look  down,  then  they  that 
are  above  would  seem  great,  and  they  that  are  below  would  seeni 
little.  So  it  is  with  men  in  time  of  trouble,  if  their  eyes  be  fastened 
upon  the  earth,  their  enemies  will  appear  to  be  great  and  mighty, 
and  God,  which  is  higher  than  the  highest  heavens,  small  and  im- 
potent ;  but  if  their  eyes  be  in  Heaven,  as  Jehoshaphat's  were,  and 
that  they  look  down  from  thence  upon  their  enemies,  then  God 
will  appear  strong  and  mighty,  and  the  enemy  weak  and  withered, 
2  Chron.  xx.  12.  It  is  the  misapprehension  of  the  object  that  niakt* 
many  living  creatures  here  below  do  and  suffer  many  things  more 
than  they  need  to  do.  The  sheep  at  the  first  sight  of  the  woll 
apprehends  him  for  a  terrible  object  of  fear,  whereas  the  lion 
passeth  by  him  and  all  other  beasts  of  the.  forest  with  an  honour- 
able scorn  and  disdain.  As  for  men,  the  three  spies  that  we 
sent  out  to  discover  the  land  of  promise,  having  a  sheep's 
spied  out  more  danger  than  they  needed,  Numb.  xiii.  32,  when 
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Caleb,  having  a  lion's  heart,  apprehended  no  terror  at  all.  The 
nobleman  upon  whom  the  king  leaned  in  the  siege  of  Samaria  had 
so  base  an  eye,  that  looking  upon  the  present  miseries,  he  took 
them  to  be  greater  than  God,  and  persuaded  himself  that  although 
God  should  rain  victuals  out  of  heaven,  the  famine  could  not 
speedily  be  removed  ;  but  Elisha  had  his  eyes  in  Heaven,  and  look- 
ing down  from  thence  despised  the  present  calamities,  in  respect  of 
the  present  help  of  God,  that  by  next  day  would  make  the  price 
of  corn  to  stoop  so  low  at  the  gates  of  Samaria,  that  it  should  be 
there  at  a  very  easy  rate,  and  the  siege  removed,  2  Kings  vii.  1 . 
And  there  was  a  flattering  courtier,  that  looking  upon  the  royal 
person  of  the  king,  held  a  paradox,  that  the  king  is  the  strongest 
thing  in  the  world,  Esdras  ii:,  II,  But  the  good  old  prophet  saw 
no  such  great  matter  in  kings  and  princes  when  they  be  compared 
with  God,  they  were  in  his  esteem  but  as  so  many  grasshoppers 
skipping  and  leaping  up  and  down  the  field,  Isaiah  xl.  22.  By  all 
which  may  be  easily  concluded,  that  in  the  apprehension  of  fear 
and  courage,  man's  eye  mistaking  of  the  object  spoils  all. 

A iiimai ia  multa  agunl,  &v.     Ariitot.       T.  Jaggard's  Serai,  at  Pctwortk,  in 
SuiscXf  1638. 

21 17,  Ministers  to  be  Men  of  Knowledge  and 
Understanding. 

The  archer  first  takes  a  view  of  his  mark,  then  considers  the  dis- 
tance of  the  ground,  after  that  he  carries  his  eye  over  all  the  shafts 
in  his  quiver,  he  pulls  out  and  puts  in  one  after  another,  until  he 
have  made  choice  of  his  arrow ;  then  he  proves  it  with  his  finger 
and  judges  by  his  ear  whether  it  be  fit  to  fly  to  the  mark  ;  then  he 
considers  how  the  wind  sits,  whether  to  help  him  or  to  hinder 
him.  When  he  hath  put  his  arrow  into  the  bow  and  begun  to 
draw,  if  there  come  a  gust  of  contradiction  in  his  way,  he  hath  the 
discretion  to  bear  with  it  till  it  hath  spent  itself.  When  the  blast 
is  over,  he  sets  his  foot  to  the  ground,  draws  his  arrow  up  to  the 
head,  and  sticks  it  up  to  the  feathers.  Thus  it  is  that  preaching 
is  a  kind  of  artillery  exercise  that  requireth  strength  and  know- 
ledge, ministers  a  kind  of  archers,  and  the  souls  of  men  are  the 
fairest  marks  that  can  be  shot  at :  but  it  so  cometh  to  pass  that 
many  for  want  of  growth  to  draw  the  bow  of  the  prophets  and 
apostles,  or  want  of  skill  to  shoot,  or  care  to  shoot  when 
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taken  their  aim,  many  times  miss  the  mark,  being  either  short  or 
wide,  and  so  bscome  despised. 

Tfia,  dc  H'anti,  Strm.  de  Tempore.        Oporttt  ut  pradicatores  sint  fortes  in  prj- 
ttfitis,  terribiltt  in  minis,  &*e,    Greg,  Moral,  in  Job. 

21 1 8.  Christ  to  be  made  our  Example  in 
Bearing  the  Cross. 

When  Alexander  the  Great  marched  through  Persia,  his  way  was 
stopped  with  ice  and  snow,  insomuch  that  his  soldiers,  being  tired 
out  with  hard  marches,  were  discouraged  and  would  have  gone  no 
farther  ;  which  he  perceiving,  dismounted  his  horse,  and  went  on 
foot  through  the  midst  of  them  all,  making  himself  a  way  with  a 
pickaxe  :  whereat  they  all  being  ashamed,  first  his  friends,  then 
the  captains  of  his  army,  and  last  of  all  the  common  soldiers 
followed  him.  So  should  all  men  follow  Christ  their  Saviour  by 
that  rough  and  unpleasant  way  of  the  cross  that  He  hath  gone 
before  them,  He  having  drunk  unto  them  in  the  cup  of  His 
Passion,  they  are  to  pledge  him  when  occasion  is  offered ;  He 
having  left  them  an  example  of  His  sufferings,  they  are  to  follow 
him  in  the  self-same  steps  of  sorrow,  i  Peter  iL  2 1 . 

Quilt.  Curt ,  Lib.  v.       Te pater  .'Eneas  et  avunculus  excitet  Hector.  Virt 

21 19.  The  Slavery  of  Sin. 

It  is  the  observation  of  a  learned  facetious  Italian,  that  they 
which  lead  a  servile  life,  as  bodily  servants  in  princes'  courts,  and 
menial  in  other  houses  ;  who  being  occupied  in  other  men's  busi- 
ness, are  ruled  by  the  will  of  another  man's  beck,  and  learned  in 
another  man's  countenance,  what  they  must  do  ;  all  that  they  have 
is  another  man's,  another  man's  threshold,  another  man's  house, 
another  man's  sleep,  another  man's  meat,  and  which  is  worst  of 
all,  another  man's  mind  ;  they  neither  weep  nor  laugh  at  their 
own  pleasure,  but  they  cast  off  their  own  and  put  on  another  man's 
affections  ;  besides,  they  do  another  man's  business,  think  another 
man's  thoughts,  and  live  another  man's  life.  Such  and  worse  is 
the  slavery  of  sin  and  Satan  ;  never  was  there  any  vassal  endured 
greater  villainy  and  drudgery,  though  never  so  hard  and  cruel, 
than  every  impenitent  sinner  doth  under  sin  and  the  devil,  w 
hath  them  at  such  command,  that  if  he  bid  them  but  go,  they 
ready  to  run,  he  leads  them  as  a  dog  in  a  chain,  he  ruleth  o 
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them  like  a  prince,  and  worketh  in  their  hearts  as  in  a  shop, 
causing  them  to  fulfil  the  will  of  the  flesh,  Ephes.  iL  3. 

1'e/rarch,  de  Vila  Solitaria.  M.  Pembertoifls  Serm.  at  St.  Foster's,  1653. 
Mains  ttsi  regnal  servus  est,  net  unius  hominis,  sed,  quod  giavius  est,  tot 
domiiwrum  ipiot  vitionim.    Aug.  de  Civil.  Dei,  Lib.  iv. 

2 1 20.  The  Great  Danger  of  not  Keeping  Close 
to  God  s  IVord. 

It  is  a  thing  very  well  known  in  the  great  and  populous  city  of 
London,  that  when  children,  or  some  of  bigger  growth,  newly  come 
out  of  the  country,  and  so  not  well  acquainted  with  the  streets, 
are  either  lost,  or  found  straying  from  their  home  ;  there  is  a  sort 
of  lewd  wicked  people,  (commonly  called  spirits,)  that  presently 
fasten  upon  them,  and  by  falsehood  and  fair  language  draw  them 
further  out  of  their  way,  then  sell  them  to  foreign  plantations,  to 
the  great  grief  of  their  parents  and  friends,  who  in  all  likelihood 
never  afterwards  hear  what  is  become  of  them.  Thus  it  is  that 
when  men  and  women  are  found  straggling  from  God  their  Father, 
the  church  their  mother,  and  refuse  to  be  led  by  the  good  guid- 
ance of  the  Blessed  Spirit,  John  xvi.  13,  when  they  keep  not  to 
the  law  and  to  the  testimony,  Isa.  viii.  20,  nor  stick  close  to  the 
Word  of  God,  which  is  in  itself  a  lantern  to  their  feet,  and  a  light 
unto  their  paths,  Psal.  cxix.  105  ;  then  no  marvel  if  they  meet  with 
wicked  spirits,  seducers  and  false  teachers  that  lead  them  captive 
at  their  will,  and  that,  not  receiving  the  truth  in  the  love  of  the 
truth,  God  give  them  over  to  strong  delusions  to  believe  a  lie, 
2  Thes.  ii.  11. 

Sttph,  Marshall's  Serm.  at  Westm.,  1651. 

2 1 21.  How  it  is  that  Men  Fail  so  much  in 
the  True  Service  of  God, 

The  sunbeams  collected  in  a  burning  glass  kindle  a  fire  upon  cer- 
tain conditions,  viz.,  that  the  object  be  combustible  and  apt  to 
take  fire,  that  the  glass  be  held  still  and  steady,  and  that  it  be  in 
a  just  distance,  neither  too  far  nor  yet  too  near,  but  so  as  the 
beams  may  best  unite  their  force.  Such  a  burning  glass  is  Christ. 
Through  Him  God's  fatherly  love  shineth  upon  us,  He  standeth 
as  mediator  betwixt  God  and  us,  receiving  the  beams  of  His 
father  as  His  natural  Son,  and  transfusing  iYatov  aWo^tS^ti  m.v3^- 
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us,  His  adopted  brethren.    Being  then  in  so  clear  a  sunshine,  an 

having  so  perfect  a  burning  glass,  how  comes  it  to  pass  that  so 
many  of  us  continue  so  cold,  so  key- cold,  so  much  failing  in 
the  true  service  of  God  I  Surely  there  is  some  defect  in  the 
conditions;  some  hold  the  glass  too  far  off.  and  think  of  the 
mercies  of  God  in  Christ  but  slightly  and  confusedly;  some  hold 
it  too  near,  and  being  all  upon  mercy,  mercy,  make  remission  of 
sins  a  plaster  for  presumption  in  sinning ;  some  hold  it  not  still 
by  steady  and  fixed  meditations,  but  superficially  glance  upon  it 
by  spurts  and  flashes  ;  and  some  others  are  not  of  such  combustible 
matter,  nor  so  fit  to  be  fixed  with  the  fear  of  His  mercies,  as  to  be 
feared  with  the  fire  of  His  judgments. 


J.  Berry V  Serm.  at  Exeter  Atsius,  1615. 

2122.  Dissension  the  Forerunner  ot 
Confusion. 


It  is  observed  that  when  sheep  fall  a  butting  one  against  a 
a  storm  follows  not  long  after ;  and  they  say  of  bees,  that  when 
they  stir  and  strive  amongst  themselves,  it  is  a  sign  that  their  king 
is  about  to  remove  and  leave  the.  hive.  Surely  then  prodigious 
must  needs  be  all  intestine  enmity  ;  when  the  sheep  of  Christ  are 
so  malignant  one  against  another,  it  is  a  fearful  presage  of  an  en- 
suing ruin,  when  there  are  such  stirs  and  schisms  in  the  church, 
such  tumults  and  hurly-burlies  in  the  state,  it  may  be  justly  feared 
that  God  is  about  to  remove  from  us. 

Plin.  Nat.  Hist,  Lib.  xi.  cap.  1 7.        Aug.  Hill,  Serm.  at  St.  Paul's,  1640. 

2 1 23.  Hypocrisy  Discovering  itself  in  th 
End, 

Counterfeit  diamonds  may  sparkle  and  glisten,  and  make  a  _ 
show  for  some  time,  but  their  lustre  will  not  last  long ;  and  ex- 
perience shows  that  an  apple,  if  it  be  rotten  at  the  core,  though  it 
have  a  fair  and  shining  outside,  yet  rottenness  will  not  stay  long, 
but  will  taint  the  outside  also.  It  is  the  nature  of  things  unsound 
that  the  corruption  stays  not  where  it  began,  but  putrifieth  and 
corrupteth  more  and  more,  till  all  be  alike.  Thus  it  is  that 
sincerity  tells  the  Christian ;  nil  fictum  est  diuturnum,  nothing 
counterfeit  will  last  long,  and  that  man  that  hath  a  rotten  h 
toward  God,  his  want  of  STOceTAy  V\\Vw\.  \Kt«  \>t  discovered, 
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his  outside  be  made  as  rotten  as  his  inside.  Fraud  and  guile  can- 
not go  long  unspied,  dissembling  will  not  always  be  dissembled, 
and  hypocrisy  will  discover  itself  in  the  end. 

S.  Bond,  a  Serin,  be/ere  the  Assembly  af  Divines,  1646.      Nemo  potest  personam 
fictam  diu  ferre,  frv.    Sen,  in  Ep.  ad  Ncronan, 

2124.  The  Devil's  Rage  an  Argument  of  the 
Day  of  Judgment  near  at  hand. 

As  some  ill -minded  tenant,  whom  if  you  should  see  to  make  hav- 
ock  and  spoil  of  everything  upon' the  tenement  he  holds,  as  to  fell 
the  trees,  rack  out  the  ground,  grub  up  the  hedges,  tear  down  the 
gates,  rifle  the  house,  would  you  not  be  ready  to  think,  Surely  this 
man's  lease  is  almost  expired,  else  he  would  never  play  such  tricks 
as  he  doth }  So  now  that  the  devil  so  ruffles  abroad,  stirs  up  con- 
tentions, conspiracies,  tumults,  wars,  labours  to  bring  all  kind  of 
sin  into  fashion,  to  convert  the  world  all  into  pride,  drunkenness, 
whoredom,  epicurism,  atheism,  and  attempts  above  all  former 
wont,  to  do  all  the  villainy  and  mischief  that  he  can,  what  im- 
plies it,  but  that  the  date  of  his  time  is  even  almost  out,  his  lease 
very  near  out,  and  Christ  near  at  hand  to  judgment  t 

A'.  Peck' t  Serm.  at  Exeter,  1632.        Strvitia  Diaboli  prodromus  at  judicii  ex- 
tremi.     Bern,  in  Serm.  quodam. 

2125.  The  Simonist  Discovered. 

There  is  mention  made  of  a  certain  sort  of  Indian  people  near 
unto  the  river  Ganges,  called  Astomi,  who  have  no  mouths,  but 
a  kind  of  hole  instead  thereof,  whereby  they  receive  the  sweet 
scent  of  flowers,  which  is  all  the  sustenance  they  receive  for  the 
support  of  nature.  And  just  such  are  all  Simonists  and  Simo- 
niacal  parties,  who  have  no  mouths  to  show  forth  the  praises  of 
God,  but  only  a  tongueless  hole,  by  which  they  suck  up  the  sweet- 
ness of  church  livings,  purchased  by  bribery  at  steeple-fair  ;  such 
as  make  their  profession  a  mere  mechanic  trade  or  occupation, 
and  their  ministry  a  ladder  only  to  climb  to  preferment ;  merce- 
naries, no  true  pastors ;  creepers  in  through  the  window,  no  true 
preachers  ;  men  easily  to  be  known  by  their  works,  for  they  seek 
their  own,  not  Christ's  ;  they  feed  upon  the  fat  of  the  flock,  and 
clothe  themselves  with  the  wool,  but  suffer  the  sheep  to  starve  for 
want  of  food,  the  people  to  perish  for  want  of  due  instruction. 

Straio,  Geograpk.,  Lib.  v.      Plin.,  Lib.  ii.  cap.  7,  16.       Franc.  Rawlinsori 'i 
Serm.  at  Courts  l6tl. 
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2126.  The  Excellency  of  Justice. 

The  sages  of  elder  times  seated  the  Virgin  Justice  amongst 
constellations  of  heaven  betwixt  the  signs  of  the  Lion  and 
Balance,  i.e.,  power  and  equity,  receiving  the  comforter  of  the 
world,  the  sun  in  harvest-time,  and  bearing  in  her  hand  an  ear  of 
corn,  in  token  of  plenty  to  the  husbandman  ;  and  before  her  walks 
or  stalks  Bootes,  the  herd  or  pasture-man,  holding  up  one  hand  as 
triumphing  and  blessing  his  security  under  the  protection  of  jus- 
tice, and  with  the  other  guarding  the  crown  against  the  giant  and 
the  serpent,  i.e.  violence  and  treachery  ;  wisely  showing  as  by  an 
emblem,  visible  to  the  eye  of  the  world,  that  justice,  laws,  and 
magistracy  are  divine  and  heavenly  things,  mothers  and  nurses  of 
piety,  security,  felicity ;  justice  being  the  very  life-breath  which 
many  thousands  draw  who  else  would  be  a  very  burden  to  them- 
selves and  a  prey  unto  others.  Do  but  take  away  justice,  and 
what  are  great  kingdoms  but  great  thieveries  1  Justice  is 
which  tames  and  bridles  the  fiercest,  defends  and  strengthens 
weakest,  keeps  all  quiet,  secure,  peaceable,  happy. 

Putricius  dt  Regno.  Lib.  viii.  tit.  I.  ex  A'igid.  Figule.       Omiia  virtutum 
una  justitut  nomine  continentur.   Hieron.  ad  Demet.      Augustin.  dc  < 
Dei,  Lib.  iv.  cap.  4. 


2127.  God  Predestinateth  to  the  Means  as 
well  as  to  the  End. 

There  is  mention  made  of  one  Ludovicus,  who  was  a  learned 
man  of  Italy,  yet  wanting  the  guidance  of  God's  Spirit,  and  so 
never  considering  advisedly  of  the  means  of  his  salvation,  grew  at 
last  to  this  resolution,  Si  salvabor,  salvabor,  It's  no  matter  what 
I  do,  or  how  I  live,  for  if  I  be  saved  I  am  saved,  if  I  be  pre- 
destinated to  life  I  am  sure  of  salvation,  if  otherwise  I  cannot 
help  it.  Thus,  bewitched  with  this  desperate  opinion,  he  con- 
tinueth  a  long  time,  till  at  length  he  grew  very  dangerously  sick, 
whereupon  he  sent  for  a  skilful  physician,  and  earnesdy  requested 
his  help.  The  physician  aforehand  made  acquainted  with  his 
former  lewd  assertion,  how  he  would  usually  say,  If  I  am  saved  1 
am  saved,  directed  his  speech  to  the  same  purpose,  and  said, 
Surely  it  will  be  altogether  needless  to  use  any  means  for  your 
recovery,  neither  do  I  purpose  to  administer  anything  unto  you; 
for  if  the  time  of  your  death  be  now  come,  it  is  impossible  to  avo  ' 
it     Ludovicus  musing  in  his  be&ot       matter,  and  taking  f 
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physician's  speech  into  serious  consideration,  makes  out  this  con- 
clusion to  himself :  that  if  means  were  to  be  used  for  the  health 
of  the  body,  then  much  more  had  God  also  ordained  means  for 
the  salvation  of  men's  souls.  And  so,  upon  further  conference, 
(with  shame  and  grief)  he  recanted  his  former  opinion,  took 
physic,  and  was  happily  cured  both  of  soul  and  body  together. 
Thus  it  is  that  the  determinate  counsel  of  God  in  the  matter  of 
predestination  doth  not  take  away  the  nature  and  property  of 
secondary  causes,  nor  exclude  the  means  of  salvation,  but  rather 
sets  them  in  order,  and  disposes  of  them  to  their  proper  end  ;  and 
common  sense  and  reason  teach,  that  in  every  action  the  end  and 
the  means  of  the  end  must  go  together.  Now,  the  end  which 
every  one  of  us  doth  aim  at  is  eternal  life,  we  must  be  sure  then 
to  lay  hold  upon  calling  and  justification  as  the  means  ordained 
to  come  to  this  end,  for  God  hath  chosen  us  from  everlasting, 
there  is  predestination ;  yet  there  He  doth  not  leave  us,  but  then 
He  doth  tench  us  by  His  Word,  there  is  calling ;  this  Word 
(through  His  Spirit)  engendereth  faith,  there  is  justification  ;  and 
faith  lifts  up  unto  God,  there  is  the  ultimate  of  all  glorification. 

D.  Maxey's  Strm.  on  Rom.  viii.  30.      Law*.  Beycrlinck  in  T/tcatro  Magna 
Concionat.      Aristot.  Rhtt-,  Z;i.  vii.      Hoc  itur  ad  astra, 

2128.  Man,  by  Refusing  the  Tenders  of 
Grace,  becomes  the  Cause  of  his  own 
Destruction. 

A  man  being  sick  and  like  to  die,  the  physician  knowing  his  case, 
takes  with  him  some  preservative  to  comfort  him,  and  coming  to 
the  door  falls  a  knocking.  Now  if  he  either  will  not,  or  be  not 
able  to  let  him  in,  he  must  of  necessity  perish,  and  the  cause  can- 
not properly  lie  at  the  physician's  door,  who  was  ready  and  willing 
to  relieve  him,  but  in  himself,  that  is  tiot  willing  to  be  relieved. 
Thus  it  is  that  sin  is  a  disease,  whereof  we  are  all  sick,  we  have 
all  sinned.  Now  Christ  is  the  great  physicians  of  our  souls,  He 
came  down  formerly  from  Heaven  to  heal  us,  and  He  comes  down 
daily  to  the  door  of  our  hearts,  and  there  He  knocks,  Rev.  iii.  20. 
He  bringeth  with  Him  upiav  tT/v  fwi;v,  the  bread  of  life,  His  eternal 
word  to  comfort  us,  and  if  we  but  open  the  door  of  our  hearts  He 
will  come  in  and  sup  with  us,  as  He  did  with  Mary,  and  forgive 
all  our  sins,  Luke  x.  ;  but  if  we  will  not  let  Him  in,  or  through 
long  contagion  of  sin  be  not  able  to  let  Hvtn  uv.  -wt  xkos\.  ^Wttssr 
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sity  die  in  our  sins,  and  the  case  is  evident,  not  because  He  doth 
not  offer  grace,  but  because  we  receive  it  not  when  it  is  offered. 

Cat.  Inrhini  Sea/a  Ca/i.      'AjtapTJipa  vvvqfia,  riaio  de  Leg.  x.  Augusti*. 

in  Matth.  ix.  12.        MuscuIhs  m  Malti. 

2129.  Otherwise  Thus. 

In  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  St.  Matthew's  gospel,  our  Saviour 
walking  on  the  sea,  bade  St  Peter  come  unto  Him,  who  being 
not  anything  acquainted  with  such  a  slippery  path,  and  seeing  a 
great  storm  arise,  his  heart  failed  him  and  he  began  to  sink,  but 
crying  out  for  help,  Christ,  who  was  only  able  to  give  it,  stretched 
forth  His  hand,  took  him  into  the  ship,  and  saved  him.  This 
world  (we  know  by  experience)  is  a  sea  of  trouble  and  misery. 
Our  Saviour,  as  He  did  to  Peter,  so  He  most  lovingly  willeth 
every  one  of  us  to  come  unto  Him,  but  as  we  walk  towards  Him, 
storms  and  tempests  do  arise,  so  that  through  frailty  of  our  flesh, 
and  the  weakness  of  our  faith,  we  begin  to  sink,  Christ  stretcheth 
forth  His  hand,  He  giveth  us  opyai/ov  opfavwv,  His  Word,  His 
Sacraments,  the  good  motions  of  His  Spirit  to  save  us  from  sin- 
ning, to  keep  us  in  the  ship  of  the  church.  If  we  refuse  these 
means,  we  perish,  we  sink  in  our  sins.  And  why  so  ?  Not  be- 
cause Christ  doth  not  most  kindly  put  forth  His  hand  unto  us,  but 
because  in  want  and  distress  we  lay  not  hold  upon  Him.  It  is 
He  that  invites  all  men  to  his  great  supper,  but  if  they  make  ex- 
cuses, or  wilfully  refuse  to  come,  He  may  justly  pronounce,  None 
of  them  that  were  bidden  shall  ever  taste  of  my  supper,  Luke 
xiv.  14. 

D.  Maxty,  ut  atitta.       Afari  juste  eamparatur  hie  mumdm.    Catsiod.  ruper 

Psalm  xliv. 


2130.  The  Giddy  Uncertain  Disposition  of 
the  Multitude  or  Common  People. 

It  is  said  of  the  roes  and  hinds  that  they  are  most  tender  and 
fearful  of  all  beasts,  affrighted  with  any  noise,  checked  with  the 
least  foil,  turned  out  of  course  with  the  snapping  of  a  stick,  pre- 
sently make  head  another  way,  and  when  they  are  once  out  of 
their  wonted  walk,  erranti  in  via  nuilus  est  terminus,  they  rnn 
they  know  not  whither,  even  to  their  own  death.  Such  is  the 
natural  disposition  of  the  multitude  or  common  people, 
stirred  up,  quickly  awry,  someUmcs  to*ytot\%{viU  head  one  way, 
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a  sudden  turned  as  much  another,  easily  set  agog,  delighted  with 
novelties,  full  of  alteration  and  cliange,  one  day  crying  Hosanna, 
the  next  day.  Crucify  Him ;  whilst  the  viper  is  upon  St.  Paul's 
hand  he  is  a  murderer ;  but  no  sooner  off,  in  the  turning  of  a 
hand,  a  god,  Acts  xscviii.  One  while  the  people  wept  because  they 
had  no  temple,  and  when  the  temple  was  built  again  they  wept  as 
fast,  because  the  glory  of  the  second  was  not  like  the  first.  In  the 
sad  time  of  Queen  Mary  there  was  lamentation  and  crying  out, 
that  idolatry  was  set  up,  the  church  polluted,  and  the  Gospel 
taken  away.  Afterwards,  in  the  time  of  that  famous  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, when  through  the  great  mercy  of  God  the  Gospel  was  ad- 
vanced, and  the  light  thereof  did  comfortably  shine  throughout 
the  whole  kingdom,  then  they  murmured  and  cried  out  as  fast 
again,  That  we  had  no  church,  no  ministry,  truth  was  wrapped  up 
in  ceremonies,  and  all  was  anti-Christian,  so  giddy  and  uncertain, 
nay,  such  is  the  madness  of  the  people. 

I'hilastrtita.  Plm ,  Lib.  viii.  cap.  53.  Sotinus.  The.  West/aid's  Serm. 
at  Si.  Bartholomew  tkt  Great  1,  Loud.,  1634.  Populi  turta  rerum  nova- 
rum  avida.     T.  Liv.  Dec.  I. 

2 131.  Sectarian,  Schismatical  Seducers,  their 
Company  to  be  Avoided. 

As  a  man  that  travelleth  with  a  great  charge  of  money  in  a  way 
where  many  robbers  haunt,  or  happens  to  be  in  some  great  market 
or  fair,  where  many  cheaters  and  cut-purses  resort,  had  need  look 
well  about  him,  be  very  wary  and  circumspect :  or  in  times  and 
places  of  the  pestilence,  where  many  be  infected,  shut  up  and  die 
of  the  plague,  had  need  be  very  careful  of  himself  in  the  provision 
of  antidotes,  to  comfort  and  preserve  his  spirits,  and  corroborate 
the  vitals  :  so  had  every  sober,  humble,  discreet  Christian,  that 
carrieth  in  him  a  precious,  immortal,  invaluable  soul,  bless  himself 
out  of  the  company,  and  carefully  avoid  all  contagious,  schismati- 
cal seducers,  who  truly  are  what  Tertullus  falsely  said  St.  Paul 
was,  Xoi/ioi  ivipev,  pestilent  fellows,  Acts  xxiv.  5. 

Clark's  Serm.  at  Lincoln,  1645.        Metius  est  habere  malorum  odium  qitan 
consortium,    fsid.  Soliloqu. 

2132.  Sins  Lethargy. 

It  is  said  of  those  that  are  fallen  into  a  lethargy,  that  their  bodies 
are  subject  to  a  continual  drowsiness,  and  thevc  mtwjuei  so  v&ssk. 
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off,  that  they  do  not  remember  anything  of  what  either  they  spea 
or  do,  nay,  they  forget  the  very  necessary  actions  of  life.  So  deals 
sin  with  the  soul  of  man,  it  draws  upon  it  such  a  deadly  and  fear- 
ful sleep,  that  it  makes  men  to  forget  the  most  necessary  thing,  the 
unitm  nccessarium,  that  which  in  a  special  manner  concerns  them, 
even  all  the  ways  of  God,  all  reverent  fear  and  obedience  to  His 
majesty,  all  peace  of  conscience,  all  salvation  of  their  souls,  all 
eternal  joy  and  felicity  :  in  a  word,  all  consideration  of  their 
lamentable  estate  and  condition. 

sEgint/a. 


2133- 


Trail ianus.       G.  Ressoldi  Strm.  tl/  Pticili  Con/agiont. 

The  Glass  of  the  Law  truly  showing 
Men  what  they  are. 

As  it  is  with  some  old,  foul,  and  wrinkled  dame,  that  is  soothed 
by  her  parasites  in  an  admiration  of  her  beauty,  to  whom  no  gl 
is  allowed  but  the  picturer's,  that  flatters  with  a  smooth,  fair,  an 
young  image.  Let  such  an  one  come  casually  to  the  view  of  a 
true  glass,  she  falls  out  first  with  that  mirror,  and  cries  out  of  the 
false  representation  ;  but  after,  when  upon  stricter  examination, 
she  finds  the  fault  in  herself,  she  becomes  as  much  out  of  love 
with  herself,  as  ever  her  flatterers  seemed  to  be  enamoured  of  her. 
It  is  no  otherwise  with  us,  we  easily  run  away  with  the  conceit  of 
our  spiritual  beauty,  of  our  innocent  integrity,  everything  feeds  us 
in  our  overweening  opinion  ;  but  let  the  glass  of  the  law  be 
brought  once  and  set  before  us,  we  shall  then  see  the  shameful 
wrinkles  and  foul  morpheas  of  our  souls,  and  shall  say  with  the 
prophet,  We  lie  down  in  our  shame,  and  our  confusion  cov 
us,  for  we  have  sinned  against  the  Lord  our  God,  Jer,  iii.  25, 

yos.  Hall,  Exotu,  Sa  m.  on  Prov.  xxix.  aj.       Indtx peccati  Lx at.  ")ac. 

Antholog. 


2 1 34.  The  Great  Danger  of  Cherishing 


B 


Wicked  Thoughts. 


As  the  stream  in  the  river  Jordan  doth  carry  the  fish  swim 
and  playing,  till  on  a  sudden  they  fall  into  the  Dead  Sea,  wh 
by  reason  of  the  brimstone  and  other  bituminous  matter  wh 
with  that  sea  is  infested,  they  presently  die :  so  there  are 
in  the  world  that  suffer  tYiemsetoes  U>  be  carried  away  so  long 
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vicious  thoughts  and  wicked  imaginations,  that  on  a  sudden  the 
powers  of  the  mind  be  generally  tainted  and  infected.  It  may 
seem  a  small  matter  to  lend  the  devil  an  evil  thought,  but  it  is 
very  dangerous  so  to  do  ;  for  he  dares  not  tempt  any  one  unto 
murder,  treason,  or  any  such  grievous  sin,  till  he  hath  sent  an  evil 
thought  before,  to  try  whether  he  shall  be  welcome. 

yostph.  in  Lib.  contra  Apion.       Plin.  Nat.  Ilht.,  Lib.  v.  cap.  15. 

2135.  Custom  in  Sin  not  easily  removed. 

tw  A  man  take  in  the  spring  three  or  four  plants  and- set  them  al- 
together at  one  time,  if  he  come  by-and-bye,  or  within  a  while 
after,  he  may  easily  pull  up  one  of  them  ;  if  he  stay  a  fortnight  or 
a  month,  he  may  pull  up  another,  but  it  will  be  somewhat  harder  ; 
if  he  stay  a  year  or  two  till  it  have  taken  deep  root,  then  he  may 
pull  and  pull  his  heart  out,  his  labour  is  all  in  vain,  he  shall  never 
be  able  to  move  it.  And  thus  it  is,  that  one  sin,  one  offence,  if 
we  labour  to  pull  it  up  in  time,  it  may  be  forgiven,  it  may  be  taken 
away.  And  if  we  let  that  one  go  on  to  two  or  three,  yet  with  un- 
feigned repentance,  with  bleeding  tears,  with  incessant  outcries  to 
a  gracious  God,  they  may  be  rased  out  and  wiped  away,  but  with 
greater  difficulty :  but  if  a  man  give  up  himself  unto  sin,  accustom 
himself  to  do  evil,  so  that  it  take  deep  root  in  the  heart,  and  be 
settled  in  the  soul,  he  shall  never  be  able  to  pull  it  up,  nor  arise 
from  the  death  of  sin,  which  hath  so  fast  seized  on  him. 

SA.  Simpson's  Strut,  at  St.  A/arg. ,  New  Fisk  Street,  1 629.     Longaqiu  a/it  assue- 
tudiue Jlammat.    Ovid,  Met.  Lib.  x. 

2136.  Sectarian  Subtilty,  Diabolical  Delusion. 

As  common  drunkards  when  they  get  in  a  temperate  man  upon 
their  ale-house  bench,  entice  him,  tempt  him,  toll  him  on,  first  to 
taste,  then  to  pledge  them,  then  when  he  is  well  whittled  and 
come  on,  cup  after  cup,  this  health  and  that  health,  till  he  be  fully 
fuddled  and  his  brains  intoxicated.  Thus  the  subtle  sectarians  are 
modest  at  the  first,  and  very  maiden-like,  they  will  not  force  upon 
their  proselytes  a  full  carouse  of  their  Circean  cups,  but  by  degrees, 
by  little  and  little,  they  wind  into  their  hearts,  and  privily  bring 
in  damnable  heresies.  They  do  not  violently  rush,  but  siily 
creep  into  houses,  and  there  they  begin  at  the  apron  strings, 
with  illiterate  mechanics,  silly  women,  such  as  are  led  more  by 
affection  than  judgment,  then  they  let  fall  an  apple  to  see  if  Ata- 
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lanta  will  take  it  up,  some  general  received  truth,  but  wi 
secretly  foist  in  some  erroneous  opinion  or  poisonous  princi 
scatter  some  sparks  of  their  wild-fire  to  see  whether  they  wiH  h 
or  inflame  ;  and  having  their  methods  and  ways>  fu.0o?eiai  toD 
&top6\ov,  rules  to  go  by,  they  grammar  and  ground  their  deluded 
followers  at  their  first  admission  in  general  and  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  their  black  art ;  but  let  them  not  see  at  what  they  drive, 
acquaint  them  not  at  the  first  dash  the  mystery  of  iniquity,  the 
depths  of  Satan,  Rev.  ii.  24. 

R.  Hooker's  Ecetts.  Potit.  in  Preface.       Mr.  Edwards'  Antapalogy,  p.  296, 
EpAr.  Paget,  Hizresiograph. 

2137.  Men  not  to  be  Proud  of  their  Lands 

and  Livings. 

When  Socrates  saw  Alcibiades  proud  of  his  spacious  fields  and 
wide  inheritance,  he  calls  for  a  map  of  the  world,  looks  for  Greet  t, 
and  finding  it,  asks  Alcibiades  where  about  his  lands  lay ;  when  he 
answered,  they  were  not  set  forth  rn  the  map.  Why,  saith  Socrates, 
art  thou  proud  of  that  which  is  no  part  of  the  earth  ?  And  to  speak 
truth,  why  should  any  man  bear  himself  high  upon  the  greatness 
of  his  revenue,  the  largeness  of  his  demesnes,  for  if  the  dominion 
of  a  king  be  but  a  poor  spot  of  earth,  what  a  nothing  must  the 
possession  of  a  subject  be,  some  small  parcel  of  a  shire,  not 
worthy  the  name  of  a  chorographer  !  And  had  he,  with  Licinius, 
as  much  as  a  kite  could  fly  over,  yea,  if  all  the  whole  globe  were 
his,  six  or  seven  feet  would  be  enough  to  serve  his  turn  in 
conclusion. 

sEtiani  Var.  Hist.      Jos*  /fall,  Exon,.  Semi,  at  Court,  1632.       Quid  sup 

terra  ac  cinist  Bern,  in  Serm. 

2138.  Repentance  to  be  Universal. 

If  a  ship  spring  three  leaks,  and  only  two  be  stopped,  the 
will  sink  the  ship  •  and  if  a  man  have  two  grievous  wounds  in  his 
body,  and  take  order  to  cure  only  one,  that  which  is  negl 
will  kill  him.    Even  so,  if  we  having  divers  lusts,  which 
against  our  souls,  do  mortify  but  some  of  them,  it  is  to  no  pu 
if  the  guilt  of  many  sins  lie  upon  us,  {as  in  many  things  we 
all,)  and  we  repent  but  of  some  of  them,  it  will  not  avail  us  anj 
thing.    Hence  is  that  counsel  of  Solomon,  Let  all  thy  ways  be 
ordered,  Prov.  iv.  26.    He  that  will  make  a  true  search, 
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search  all  his  ways,  and  try  all  his  thoughts,  words  and  deeds,  re- 
pent of  all  sin  ;  for  he  that  favours  himself  in  any  one  sin,  be  it 
never  so  small,  that  man  hates  no  sin  perfectly,  what  show  soever 
he  makes  to  the  contrary. 

W.  Jones'  Serm.  in  tke  Isle  of  Wight,  1633.       Universalis  debet  esse 
peenitentia,  &*c. 

2139.  Wicked  Men  see  the  Miseries,  but  not 

the  yoys,  of  God's  People. 

As  a  man  standing  upon  the  sea-shore  sees  a  great  heap  of  waters, 
one  wave  riding  on  the  back  of  another,  and  hears  too  {especially 
if  it  be  in  stormy  weather)  the  loud  roarings  thereof,  but  all  this 
while,  though  he  see  the  waters,  he  doth  not  see  the  wealth,  the 
gold  and  silver,  the  infinite  riches  that  lie  buried  in  the  bottom 
thereof :  so  it  is  that  wicked  men  see  the  want,  but  not  the 
wealth  of  God's  people ;  their  conflicts,  but  not  their  comforts  ; 
they  easily  take  notice  of  the  miseries  and  troubles  that  usually 
attend  upon  the  bodies  of  the  children  of  God,  but  they  cannot 
possibly  discover  the  joys  and  rejoicings  of  the  Spirit  that  are  in 
their  souls,  neither  indeed  can  they ;  for  they  are  spiritually  dis- 
cerned, 1  Cor.  iL  j  4. 

Ben.  Needier  s  Serm.  at  St.  dies',  Cripplegate,  1655.       Gaudium  est  quod  non 
datur  impiis,  nee  at  impiis  ridetur.    Isid.  de  Sum.  Bon. 

2140.  Magistrates  and  Great  Men  not  to 
Raise  themselves  by  the  Ruin  of  the 
Church. 

It  is  reported  of  Sabaco-,  a  king  of  Ethiopia,  who  being  by 
dreams  admonished  that  he  could  not  possess  himself  of  the  king- 
dom of  Egypt  otherwise  than  by  sacrilege,  and  the  slaying  of  the 
priests,  he  chose  rather  to  lay  aside  his  claim  and  advantages  of 
war  which  he  had  gotten,  and  to  refer  the  government  of  that  king- 
dom to  twelve  wise  men,  who  erected  to  that  prince's  piety  one  of 
the  stateliest  pyramids  of  Egypt,  which  yet  remains.  How  much 
more  will  it  become  Christians,  in  any  way  of  power  and  magis- 
tracy, not  to  make  their  way  upon  the  spoils,  nor  lay  the  founda- 
tions, or  to  carry  on  the  fabric  of  their  greatness  and  dominion 
upon  the  carcasses  and  ruins  of  any,  much  less  of  the  church  and 
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churchmen,  such  as  are  able,  true,  and  faithful  ministers  of  the  true 
God  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Herodoti  Clio.       Joh.  Serviliui  de  Miranilis.       Dr.  JoA.  Gain/en's  Ai 
for  the  Ministry. 


<J**X7 
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2 1 41.  How  it  is  that  the  Sweet  Fruits 
Grace  come  to  Grow  on  the  Bitter  Root 
of  Nature. 

It  is  a  question  put  by  Plutarch,  How  it  comes  to  pass  that  the  fig- 
tree,  being  of  that  extreme  bitterness,  the  root,  the  branches,  the 
leaves,  the  stock  and  stem,  being  all  of  them  so  bitter,  the  fruit 
should  be  so  sweet  and  pleasant  to  the  taste.  The  like  may  be 
proposed,  How  it  is  that  the  sweet  fruits  of  the  Spirit  should  ever 
grow  upon  the  bitter  stock  of  nature ;  how  man  by  nature  being 
in  the  very  gall  of  bitterness,  should  ever  become  a  sweet-smelling 
savour  in  the  nostrils  of  his  God.  Surely  no  otherwise  but  that 
by  faith  and  repentance  being  ingrafted  into  the  stock  Christ  Jesus, 
he  sucks  in  juicy  sweetness  from  thence,  and  so  is  made  a  tree  of 
righteousness  in  God's  garden. 

Symposia,  Lib.  vi.  Quasi.  9.      Pierre  du  Moulin,  Traictt  de  V Amour  de  Dicu 

2142.  How  it  is  that  Afflictions  he  ofthmes 

so  heavy. 

It  is  said  of  Hagar,  that  when  her  bottle  of  water  was  spent,  she 
sat  down  and  fell  a  weeping,  as  if  she  had  been  utterly  undone, 
her  provision  and  her  patience,  her  bottle  and  her  hope  were  both 
out  together.  O  what  must  she  do  1  What  1  Why  there  was 
upon  the  very  place,  and  that  near  at  hand,  comfort  enough ;  a 
well  of  water  to  refresh  her,  had  she  but  had  her  eyes  open  to  have 
seen  it,  Gen.  xxi.  19.  Thus  it  is,  that  in  the  midst  of  afflictions 
and  distress,  men  whine  and  repine,  as  if  they  were  quite  lost,  they 
eye  the  empty  bottle,  the  cross  that  is  at  present  upon  them,  but 
for  want  of  spiritual  sight,  they  see  not  the  fountain  of  living  waters, 
Christ  Jesus  with  the  open  arms  of  His  mercy  ready  to  relieve 
them  ;  they,  as  it  were,  groan  under  the  heavy  burden  of  oppres- 
sion, but  for  want  of  coming  to  Christ  and  believing  on  Him,  they 
miss  of  that  speedy  refreshing,  which  otherwise  they  might  happily 
enjoy. 

T.  W.,  A  Fast-Serm.  at  St.  Giles',  Cripplegaic,  Lond. ,  1655.      jrugum  Ci 
grave  cum  tuleris,  leve  cum  tulitur. 
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2143,  The  Supernatural  Workings  of  the 
Spirit. 

Philosophers  observe  that  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  sea  is 
by  virtue  of  the  moon,  she  flings  her  fainting  beams  into  the  sea, 
and  being  not  able  to  exhale  them  as  the  sun  doth,  she  leaves  them 
there,  and  goes  away,  and  that  draws  them,  and  when  they  grow 
wel,  they  return  again,  so  that  the  sea  ebbs  and  flows  not  from  any 
principle  in  itself,  but  by  virtue  of  the  moon.  Thus  the  heart  of 
every  poor  creature  is  like  the  water,  unable  to  move  towards 
Heaven,  to  think  a  good  thought,  much  less  to  act  anything  that 
is  good,  till  the  holy  spirit  of  grace  bring  in  its  beams,  and  leaves 
a  supernatural  virtue  by  them  upon  the  soul,  and  thereby  draws  it 
up  to  itself. 

Aristoteles.         Is.  Ambrose,  de  Ke^entrat. 

2144.  Afflictions — not  to  be  altogether  Taken 
up  with  the  Sense  of  them. 

It  is  very  observable  of  Jacob  that,  when  his  wife  died  ir.  child- 
birth, she  called  the  child  Benoni,  that  is,  a  son  of  my  sorrow  ;  but 
Jacob,  in  all  probability,  thought  thus  with  himself: — If  I  should 
call  this  child  Benoni,  every  time  that  I  name  him  it  would  put 
me  in  mind  of  the  death  of  my  dear  wife,  which  will  be  a  continual 
affliction  to  me,  and  therefore  I  will  not  have  my  child  of  that 
name,  but  will  from  henceforth  call  him  Benjamin,  that  is  the  son 
of  my  right  hand,  Gen,  xxsv.  18.  And  this  of  Jacob  may  serve  to 
show  us  thus  much,  that  when  afflictions  befall  us,  we  should  not 
give  way  to  have  our  thoughts  continually  upon  them,  always 
poring  on  them,  ever  thinking  and  speaking  of  them,  but  rather  to 
have  our  thoughts  on  those  things  that  may  comfort  us,  or  that 
may  stir  up  our  thankfulness  to  God  for  mercies  (even  in  the  very 
midst  of  our  affliction)  afforded  unto  us. 

It.  Ambrose,  ut  supra.        Tu  ne  eede  mall's  sea"  contra  audentior  i/o,  Qua  tua  It 
fortuna  sinet.  Virgil. 

2145,  To  Suffer  anything  for  the  Cause  of 
Christ. 

It  is  said  of  Hormisda,  a  nobleman  of  great  eminency  in  the  King 
of  Persia's  court,  that,  because  he  would  not  deny  Christ,  he  wis. 
vol.  n.  V- 
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,  clothed 


tore, 


s 

and 


degraded  of  all  his  honours,  stripped  out  of  his  lordly  habit, 
with  sordid  rags,  and  so  turned  out  to  keep  the  camels  ;  after  I 
long  time,  the  king  seeing  him  in  that  base,  slavish  condition, 
remembering  his  former  estate,  took  pity  on  him,  caused  hi 
be  brought  into  his  palace,  suited  him  like  himself  in  rich  at 
and  then  persuadeth  him  to  deny  Christ ;  at  which  he  rent  his 
clothes,  and  said  :  If  for  these  silly  things  you  think  to  have  me 
to  deny  my  faith  in  Christ,  take  them  again,  I'll  none  of  them 
and  so  with  great  scorn  and  reproach  he  was  the  second  time 
out.  Thus  it  is  that  all  of  us  should  be  ready  to  suffer  anyth; 
for  die  cause  of  Christ,  be  contented  to  be  made  a  by-word 
laughing-stock  for  Christ,  and  to  bear  with  willing  shoulders  the 
most  disgraceful  things  that  can  by  the  malice  of  men  and  devils 
be  put  upon  us  for  Christ ;  nay,  to  bear  up  our  spirits,  though  all 
the  world  should  frown  upon  us,  cast  us  off,  scorn  us,  and  accoi 
us  as  a  disgrace  unto  them. 

Si  me  hujus  causa  fiielat:i,  &*c.     Theodoret,  Hist.  Eccles.,  Lib.  v.  cap.  2% 
Pcrfer  ct  obdura  ;  tfohr  hie  tibi  proderit  oltrn.    Ovidt  Amor.  iii. 


2146.  The  Sins  of  our  Religious  Duties  Cor- 
rected by  Christ  and  then  Presented  to 

GodtHeFatHe, 


As  a  child  that  is  willing  to  present  his  father  with  something  or 
other  that  might  please  him,  as  a  posy  or  nosegay,  goes  into  the 
garden,  and  there  for  want  of  judgment  gathers  sweet  smelling 
flowers,  and  noisome  stinking  weeds  together ;  but  coming 
his  mother,  she  picks  out  the  weeds,  and  binds  up  the  flowers 
themselves,  and  so  it  Ls  presented  to  the  father.  And  thus  it 
that  whether  we  pray  unto  God,  or  hear  God  speak  unto  us  in 
word,  or  are  otherwise  employed  in  the  performance  of  any  reliL 
ous  action,  Christ  comes  and  picks  out  the  weeds,  takes  away  the 
iniquity  of  our  holy  things,  observes  what  evil,  or  failing  there  is 
in  duty,  and  draws  it  out,  and  so  presents  nothing  but  flowers, 
nothing  but  what  is  pleasing  and  acceptable  to  God  His  Father, 
Rom.  viii.  34. 


ling 
ligi- 


fs,  Ambrose,  Media.        Pro  nobis  apud  Pairern  inierpettans  Hi  Advocaiui 

nosier, 
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2 1 47.  The  Comfortable  Sight  of  Christ  Jesus 
Crucified  to  the  Poor  Repentant  Sinner. 

Imagine  that  you  saw  some  malefactor  led  along  to  the  place  of 
execution,  wailing  and  weeping  for  his  misspent  time,  for  his 
bloody  acts,  for  his  heinous  crimes,  and  that  his  wailings  and  his 
weepings  were  so  bitter,  that  they  were  able  to  force  tears  from 
others,  and  to  make  all  eyes  shoot  and  water,  that  did  but  look 
upon  him  ;  but  then  if  this  man  in  this  case  should  suddenly  see 
his  king  running  and  riding  towards  him  with  a  pardon  in  his 
hand,  what  a  sight  would  this  be  1  surely  none  like  it.  Thus,  thus 
it  is  with  man,  sorrowing  and  repenting  for  sin,  whilst  he  is  weeping 
over  the  sadness  of  his  condition,  and  confessing  what  a  little  step 
there  is  betwixt  him  and  damnation  {as  if  he  were  even  dropping 
into  hell)  in  a  maze  he  looks  up  unto  Christ,  whom  he  sees  with  a 
spear  in  His  side,  with  thorns  in  His  head,  with  nails  in  His  feet, 
and  a  pardon  in  His  hands :  this  were  a  sight  indeed,  a  most 
pleasant  ravishing,  heavenly  sight,  such  as  all  the  rich  and  curious 
sights  on  earth,  nor  all  those  glittering  spangles  in  Heaven  could 
afford  the  like. 

Is.  Ambrose,  ut  supra.        Chriiti  passio,  solatium  in  tribulationc,  interna  devo- 
tionis  exert  ilium,  &c.     Tho.  a  Kempis. 

2148.  Heart  Communication,  the  IVant 
thereof  Deplorable. 

It  was  the  ingenuous  confession  of  a  learned  divine,  sensible  of 
his  neglect,  but  more  especially  of  the  difficulty  of  the  duty  of 
heart  communication  :  I  have  lived,  said  he,  forty  years  and  some- 
what more,  and  carried  my  heart  in  my  bosom  all  this  while,  and 
yet  my  heart  and  I  are  great  strangers,  and  as  utterly  unacquainted 
as  if  we  had  never  come  near  one  another  j  nay,  I  know  not  my 
own  heart,  I  had  forgotten  my  heart ;  ah  my  bowels,  my  bowels, 
that  I  could  be  grieved  at  the  very  heart,  that  my  poor  heart  and 
I  have  been  so  unacquainted.  Thus  he,  then,  in  a  pious  and  con- 
scientious manner  expressing  himself;  but,  muiato  mmine,  it  is  the 
condition  of  most  men  now  in  this  Athenian  age  of  ours,  such  as 
spend  their  time  in  nothing  more  than  in  telling  and  hearing  news, 
how  are  things  here  ?  how  there  ?  how  in  this  place  1  how  in  that '! 
None  almost  enquiring  how  things  are  with  their  poor  hearts,  few 
or  none  debating  the  matter,  nor  holding  a  serious  COfa&Mootate 
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1  hearts, 


tion,  clear  intelligence  and  acquaintance  with  their  own 
saying :  Heart,  how  doest  thou  ?  how  is  it  with  thee  for  thy 
spiritual  estate  1  heart,  how  wilt  thou  do  ?  or  what  doest  thou 
think  will  become  of  thee  when  thou  and  I  must  part,  and  never 
have  the  happiness  to  talk  with  one  another  again? 

R.  y.  Lighlfoot,  in  Serm.  before  the  Ihuse  of  Commons,  on  Psalm  iv.  4. 

nihil,  autmale,  aut  aliud  agendo.       A'edi  ad  tortimm,  et  subtiliter  di 
teipsum,  considers  unde  veins,  quo  tendis,  Grc.    Hugo,  de  Anima,  Lib. 


2149.  A  Faithful  Soul  and  an  Unheliev 
their  Difference  in  Relying  upon  God. 

Look  how  it  is  with  two  watermen,  the  one  hales  his  boat  about 
the  shore,  and  cannot  get  off,  but  tugs  and  pulls  hard,  yet  never 
puts  her  forth  to  the  tide  ;  the  other  having  more  skill  puts  oil 
presently,  sets  up  his  sail,  and  then  sits  still,  committing  himself 
to  wind  and  tide,  which  easily  carry  him  whither  he  is  to  go. 
Just  thus  it  is  with  a  faithful  soul,  and  an  unbeliever,  all  the  care 
of  the  one  is  to  put  himself  upon  the  stream  of  God's  providence, 
to  set  up  the  sail  of  hope,  to  take  the  gale  of  God's  mercy,  and  so 
he  goes  on  cheerfully.  And  why}  but  because  he  is  not  moved 
by  any  external  principle,  it  is  faith  in  Christ  Jesus  that  puts  him 
on,  it  is  by  faith  that  he  hath  got  a  skill  and  a  kind  of  flight  to  put 
overall  cares  to  another;  and  though  he  take  up  the  cross, 
he  hurls  all  the  care  upon  Christ,  and  then  it  is  an  easy  matter 
lie  under  the  burden  when  another  bears  the  weight.  But  the 
faithful,  unbelieving  soul,  thinking  by  his  own  wit  and  power 
bring  things  about,  tugs  and  pulls  hard,  yet  finds  neither  ease 
success,  but  sinks  under  the  pressure  of  every  carnal,  worldly 
current  that  betides  him. 

Is.  Ambrose,  ut  autea       Perftdem  attitigit  inaecessa,  deprehendit  ignota,  eomfrt* 

kendii  immensa,  ifrv.     Bern,  super  Cant. 

2 1 50.  Self-denial,  the  Excellency  thereof. 

There  is  mention  made  of  a  certain  godly  man  that  was  in  his 
time  sore  tempted  by  Satan  ;  the  man  was  much  in  duty,  to  whom 
Satan  said,  Why  takest  thou  this  pain  t  thou  dost  watch,  and  fast, 
and  pray,  and  abstaineth  from  the  sins  of  the  times.  But,  O  man, 
what  dost  thou  more  than  I  do?  Art  thou  no  drunkard,  no  adul- 
terer 1  no  more  am  I.  Dost  thou  watch  and  fast  ?  why,  let  me 
tell  thee,  I  never  slept,  I  never  ate  nor  drank ;  what  dost  thou  m 
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than  I  do  1  I  will  tell  thee,  said  the  good  man,  I  pray,  I  serve 
the  Lord,  nay  more  than  all  this,  which  is  the  sum  of  all,  I  deny 
myself.  Nay,  then,  says  Satan,  thou  goest  beyond  me,  for  I  am 
proud,  I  exalt  myself,  and  so  vanished.  O  the  excellency  of  self- 
denial,  when  Christ  may  be  said  to  rule  within  a  man,  when  in 
every  way  a  man  subjects  himself  to  Christ,  in  his  understand- 
ing to  know  Christ,  in  his  will  to  choose  and  embrace  Christ, 
in  his  thoughts  to  meditate  upon  Christ,  in  his  fear  to  serve  and 
honour  Christ,  in  his  faith  to  trust  and  depend  upon  Christ,  in  his 
love  to  affect  Christ,  in  his  joy  to  delight  in  Christ,  in  his  desires 
to  long  after  Christ,  in  his  endeavours  to  exalt  Christ,  in  all  his 
duties,  graces,  gifts  and  abilities  to  make  them  serviceable  to  Christ, 
so  that  he  may  be  said  to  live,  yet  not  he,  but  Christ  that  liveth 
in  him,  Gal.  ii.  20. 

Tho,  de  Wann,  Serm.  de  Ttmport.      Is.  Ambrose,  ul antca.      Si  Christum 
discis  satis  est  si  catera  nescis. 

2 1 5 1 .  Graces  Divine,  not  Parts  Human,  Hold 

out  in  the  End. 

As  it  is  with  two  children  playing  together  in  the  day,  when  night 
comes,  one  child  goes  to  his  father,  and  the  other  to  his  father ;  it 
may  be  all  the  day  they  are  so  like  that  you  cannot  say  whose 
child  is  this  or  that,  but  when  night  comes,  the  father  then  cometh 
to  his  child,  and  saith  :  Come,  my  child,  come  in  at  doors;  and  if 
the  other  do  but  offer  to  come  in,  No,  child,  you  must  go  home  to 
your  father.  So  while  we  are  living,  grace  and  gifts  are  mingled 
together,  some  men  have  gifts  and  some  men  have  graces,  and 
they  look  very  like  ;  ah,  but  when  night  comes,  when  death  comes, 
then  saith  God  to  those  that  have  grace  :  Come,  my  children,  enter 
in  ;  but  if  those  that  have  gifts  only  come,  He  sends  them  another 
way  :  so  that  if  a  man  have  never  such  parts  and  gifts,  yet  if  he 
have  not  grace  withal,  he  may  go  to  hell  and  perish  to  all  eternity. 

Hier.  Drexelhis  in  Zedaieo  Christiano.  /tieh.  de  Mediavilla,  Progress.  Ctxlestis. 
Gratia,  sine  qua  nee  in  fantes,  tux  trtaie  graves,  satvi  fieri  possunt.  Aug.  de 
Nat.  et  Gratia. 

2152.  How  it  is  that  Graces  of  the  Spirit 
may  at  present  seem  to  be  Lost. 

As  in  a  fire,  the  fuel  may  be  quite  burnt  out,  the  flame  abated  and 
quite  extinguished,  but  yet  there  still  remains  a,  wsi&wv 
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the  hearth,  and  in  them  a  good  fire,  though  all  may  seem  to  be 
quenched  ;  and  it  is  obvious  to  every  eye,  that  the  sun  doth  not 
always  shine  out  in  its  lustre,  a  cloud  may  interpose,  and  so  inter- 
cept its  beams  ;  yet  for  all  that,  the  body  of  it  is  in  the  heavens, 
as  the  fountain  of  all  other  light  whatever.  So  it  is  that  the  gTaces 
of  the  Spirit,  such  as  faith,  hope,  love,  cannot  be  finally  and 
totally  extinguished  in  the  soul,  when  they  ate  once  wrought  there 
by  the  Spirit,  yet  their  lustre,  their  radiancy,  their  shine  and  flame 
may  be  clouded  for  some  time  ;  and  so  it  comes  to  pass  that 
though  a  man  cannot  lose  his  hope,  yet  he  may  at  present  lose 
the  comfort  and  confidence  of  his  hope  ;  though  he  cannot  lose 
his  love,  yet  he  may  cool  the  heat  and  fervour  of  his  love  ;  the 
flame  of  the  Spirit,  the  feeling  and  sense  of  it,  may  in  the  secondary 
causes  thereof,  for  a  time  be  quenched,  i  Thess.  v.  1 9,  but  yet  the 
Spirit  itself,  and  the  cardinal  graces  thereof  remain  still  in  their  full 
glory  and  splendour, 

jftr.  Dyke's  Serm.  on  1  Thess.  i.  19.       Gaudium  salutis  amittere,  gratia 
tion  exeidere possunt  electi.     G.  Fabraius  in  Psalm  li.  14. 

2 1 53.  Sin  to  be  Removed  as  the  Cause  of  ah 
Sorrow. 

If  a  man  have  a  thorn  in  his  foot,  it  puts  him  to  a  great  deal  of 
pain,  it  swells  and  is  full  of  anguish.  Now  let  him  anoint  his  foot, 
let  him  wrap  ft  up  and  keep  it  warm,  let  him  sit  still  and  not  walk 
upon  it,  yet  all  the  while  the  thorn  is  still  in  his  foot,  he  hath  no 
ease,  but  it  aches  and  throbs,  and  goes  to  the  very  heart  of  him. 
The  way  then  for  ease  in  such  a  case  is  to  remove  the  cause  of 
the  sorrow,  by  all  means  to  get  the  thorn  plucked  out,  to  get  that 
drawn  forth.  So  when  a  man's  conscience  is  in  trouble  and  dis- 
quiet, he  may  use  plasters  of  ease,  may  seek  to  quiet  his  spirit  with 
merry  company,  good  fellowship,  following  his  pleasures,  minding 
his  business  ;  he  may  be  peddling  with  these  piasters  and  poultices 
that  men  of  the  world  seek  ease  by,  but  yet  so  long  as  the  thorn 
is  in  the  heart,  guilt  in  the  conscience,  and  sin  in  the  soul,  all 
these  slabberments  will  do  no  good,  the  thorn  must  be  plucked 
out,  sin  must  be  removed  as  the  cause  of  all  sorrows  whatsoever. 

Paul  de  Wann,  Serm.  de  Septem  Vitus.  Alphons.  ab  Avendan.  Com.  in 
Matth.  Dclinquendi  materia  debet  in  omnibtts  prascindi.  Cyprian,  Lib.  ii. 
ep.  3. 
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2154.  Means  in  the  Attainment  of  Grace, 
and  the  Use  thereof  Enjoined  by  God. 

It  was  as  easy  for  Boaz,  and  might  have  been  done  with  as  little 
charges,  to  have  given  Ruth  as  much  corn  at  once  as  would  have 
yielded  her  an  ephah  of  barley,  and  so  have  sent  her  home  without 
any  more  ado ;  but  he  would  have  her  to  use  her  endeavours,  to 
gather  and  to  glean  it,  and  beat  it  out  too  when  she  had  gleaned 
it,  Ruth  ii.  1 7.  Thus  God  gives  grace  and  the  knowledge  of  his 
truth  as  Boaz  gave  Ruth  com,  not  but  that  He  can  (if  it  so  please 
Him)  give  knowledge  by  immediate  revelation,  and  grace  by  im- 
mediate infusion,  yet  he  will  have  us  to  use  the  means  of  hearing, 
reading,  conference,  &c,  and  so  leave  the  issue  of  all  our  labours 
and  endeavours  to  His  good  will  and  pleasure. 

Jer,  Dykes  Sermon  on  Prov.  xxiii.  23.        lllud  quod  medium  est,  atqut  inter 
ulrumque,  prottatur.  Martial. 

2155.  The  Great  Benefit  of  Hearing  and 

Practising  God's  IVord. 

As  we  see  in  the  siege  of  some  stronghold,  when  men  have  been 
long  cooped  up,  and  have  not  had  meat  to  eat,  they  have  come 
out  like  so  many  dead  carcases,  as  it  were  so  many  skeletons,  so 
weak,  so  poor,  with  such  ghastly  looks,  as  it  were  enough  to  scare 
any  man  with  the  sight  of  them  ;  but  how  eating  mends  all  this, 
upon  eating  follows  strength  to  walk,  1  Kings  xix.  8,  and  strength 
to  work,  Nehem.  ix.  25  ;upon  eating  follows  fatness,  and  goodness 
of  complexion,  Dan.  i.  13.  And  thus  it  is  upon  eating  of  the 
Word,  when  men  with  readiness  and  forwardness  receive  the  Word 
of  God,  and  practise  what  they  hear,  then  it  is  that  they  have 
strength  in  their  souls  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  God,  Jer.  xv.  16 ; 
then  it  is  that  they  grow  up  as  calves  of  the  stall — full  of  good — 
fat  and  flourishing.  Psalm  xcii.  14 ;  and  then  it  is  that  they  have 
fair  and  good  complexions,  their  wisdom  and  other  graces  cause 
their  faces  to  shine  in  the  fair  and  lovely  carriage  of  their  lives  and 
conversations. 
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2156.  Meditation,  the  Difficulty  in  the  First 
Entrance  thereupon. 

As  in  the  heating  of  an  oveu,  the  fuel  is  set  on  fire,  yet  not  with- 
out some  pains  to  blow  it  up  into  a  flame  ;  but  afterwards  when 
the  oven  begins  to  be  somewhat  hot,  the  fuel  will  catch  and  kin 
of  itself,  and  no  sooner  is  it  thrown  in,  but  it  is  all  in  a  blaze  o 
sudden.  Such  is  the  difficulty  of  meditation  at  the  first,  w' 
there  is  but,  as  it  were,  a  little  spark  of  love  in  the  heart,  it 
cost  a  man  some  pains  to  blow  it  up  into  a  flame  ;  but  after 
when  the  heart  is  once  heated  with  those  flames  of  love,  then  it 
will  enflame  all  the  thoughts,  and  set  the  affections  on  fire,  inso- 
much that  the  duty  of  meditation  will  not  only  be  easy  and  delight- 
ful, but  so  necessary,  that  a  man  cannot  tell  how  to  avoid  it 

T.  White's  Art  of  Divine  Meditation.       Nihil  est  quod  amplhrem  euram  pustu- 
le!, quam  cogitare  quid  gerendum  sit.  Ausoh. 

2157.  Satan's  Subtilty  to  Ensnare. 

There  is  a  story  of  an  excellent  painter,  that  to  show  the  rarity 
of  his  art,  drew  a  white  line  so  small  that  it  could  hardly  be  dis- 
cerned ;  whereupon  another  that  was  looked  on  as  a  very  able 
artist,  to  shew  that  he  could  excel  him,  drew  a  black  line  throug 
the  middle  of  it  so  exactly,  that  it  required  an  exquisite  sigh 
discern  either.  Thus  it  is  that  the  devil  slily  insinuateth  in 
and  craftily  worketh  upon,  the  hearts  of  the  sons  of  men, 
thread  of  his  policy  being  so  finely  spun,  the  train  of  his  subtilty 
so  privily  laid,  and  the  black  line  of  his  temptations  made  so 
small,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  discover  the  secret  destruc 
that  runs  through  the  plausibility  thereof. 

Ptul.  Din,  Sum.  Pmdicant.        Mille-artifex  est  Sat/was,  varias  ilhus 
rcserare  nemo  potest.    Laur.  Justiniauut  de  Vila  Monast.  e.  12. 

2158.  Purity  of  Heart,  no  Comfortable  Sig< 
of  God  without  it. 

As  the  eye  that  halh  dust  in  it  without,  or  thick  vapours  stop 
the  nerves  within,  cannot  see  except  it  be  cleansed  from  the 
and  purged  from  the  other  ;  and  as  the  glass  on  which  there 
thick  mist,  does  not  represent  one's  face  clearly  before  it  be  w: 
off,  so  neither  can  we  see  God  Va  H\a  creatures,  in  His  Word 
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His  Sacraments,  or  in  those  secret,  inward  and  sweet  manifesta- 
tions of  comfort  and  joy,  whereby  He  often  reveals  Himself,  even 
in  this  life,  to  them  that  love  Him,  so  long  as  there  is  any  impurity 
cleaves  to  us  ;  the  pure  in  heart  are  the  only  ones  that  shall  see 
God,  Matth.  v.  8.  It  is  not  learning,  nor  a  clear  understanding, 
nor  religious  education,  not  any  of  these,  nor  all  of  these  together, 
but  holiness  and  purity  of  heart,  that  fits  a  man  for  such  a  blessed 
sight  as  God  is. 

Vine,  de  la  Nusa,  Tract.  Evang.       Hinc  illud  /fermenii,  Mala  mori  quam 
cordejacdari. 

21 59.  Active  Christian  the  Best  Christian. 

Plutarch  speaks  of  two  men  that  were  hired  at  Athens  for  some 
public  work,  whereof  the  one  was  full  of  tongue  but  slow  at  hand, 
and  the  other  blank  in  speech  yet  an  excellent  workman.  Being 
railed  upon  by  the  magistrates  to  express  themselves,  and  to  de- 
clare at  large  how  they  would  proceed,  when  the  first  had  made  a 
large  speech,  and  described  it  from  point  to  point,  the  other 
seconded  him  in  few  words,  saying,  *Ae<y>c»  'AOi/fuoi,  fit  ovm* 
fipijicfv,  67U*  iroitjirw,  Ye  men  of  Athens,  what  this  man  hath  said  in 
words,  that  will  I  make  good  in  true  performance.  And  as  he 
was  adjudged  the  better  artisan,  so  is  the  man  of  action  the  better 
Christian.  It  is  not  the  man  of  words,  but  the  man  of  deeds ; 
not  the  leary,  but  the  fruitful ;  not  the  discoursing  but  the  doing 
Christian  that  shall  be  blessed  here  in  this  world,  and  happy  in 
that  which  is  to  come,  John  xiii.  17. 

JVutafti,  in  Libra  Politic.        Joh.  B.  of  Lincoln,  Serin  at  Fun.  of  King 
Jama,  1625, 

2160.  The  Good  Christian 's  Hope  at  the 
Death  of  a  Child  of  God. 

As  Papinius  Statius  reports  of  the  old  Arcadians,  that  mourning 
ill  night  for  the  setting  of  the  sun,  they  were  comforted  notwith- 
standing at  the  break  of  day,  when  they  saw  him  in  his  sphere 
again  ;  and  as  the  people,  enraged  at  the  death  of  Romulus,  were 
quieted  by-and-bye  with  Proculus'  news,  that  he  saw  him  in  glory 
riding  up  to  Heaven  ;  so  it  is  that  such  as  are  without  hope  are 
extremely  troubled  at  the  death  of  their  intimate  friend  and  ac- 
quaintance, as  if  he  were  lost,  and  they  should  never  see  him 
again  ;  but  the  good  Cliristian  remains  full  of  hoye  ai      taa&h  ^ 
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any  child  of  God,  well  knowing,  that  Mors  janua  vittz,  he  had 
way  but  by  this  mortality,  to  clothe  himself  with  immortality, 
that  as  he  is  gone  before  into  glory,  they  shall  both  meet  in  Heav 
with  comfort. 

P.  Statins,  Thtbald.  iv.  Plin.  Secuitd.  de  Viris  Illustribus,  cap.  2.  Pits  i 
ultra  non  est  mots,  sed  nomen  lantum  habet  mortis,  &c.    Chrysost.  in  Afa/ti 


2161.  Blessing  of  God  attendant  on  Peopl 
listening  to  the  Doctrine  of  their  0:0 
Minister. 

Physicians  say  that  the  mother's  milk,  though  not  so  weighty  as 
another's,  if  no  noxious  humour  be  tasted  in  it,  is  more  proper  for 
the  child  than  any  stranger's  can  be,  because  it  is  more  natural. 
And  certainly  it  would  not  be  an  error,  if  a  man  should  say  as 
much  of  the  milk  which  the  minister  gives  to  his  own  flock  ;  and 
that  a  people  conscientiously  lying  at  the  breasts  of  their  own 
minister,  (if  the  milk  he  gives  be  wholesome,  the  doctrine  preached 
be  sound  and  orthodox,)  may  expect  the  blessing  of  God  for  their 
nourishment,  though  it  hath  not  so  much  lusciousness  to  please  the 
curious  taster,  so  much  of  rhetoric  to  tickle  the  itching  ear,  as 
some  others  have. 


Ilippocrat.  de  Nat.  Pueri. 


W.  Gurnall's  Christ.  Compl.  Armour, 

Efiist.  Ded. 


■ 


2162.  State  of  Nature  an  Absolute  State 
Impotency. 

If  a  ship  that  is  launched,  rigged,  and  with  her  sails  spread, 
not  stir  till  the  wind  comes  fair  and  fills  them,  much  less  can 
timber  that  lies  in  the  carpenter's  yard,  hew  and  frame  itself  into 
ship.  If  the  living  tree  cannot  grow  except  the  root  communi- 
cates its  sap,  much  less  can  a  dead  rotten  stake  in  the  hedge, 
which  hath  no  root,  live  of  its  own  accord.  And  thus,  if  the 
Christian's  strength  be  in  the  Lord  (as  most  certainly  it  is)  and  not 
in  himself,  then  the  Christless  person  must  needs  be  a  poor,  im- 
potent creature,  void  of  all  strength  and  ability  of  doing  anything 
of  itself  towards  its  own  salvation ;  if  a  Christian  that  hath  a 
spiritual  life  of  grace  cannot  exercise  that  life  without  strength 
from  above,  then  surely  one  vo\&  o£  tV^x  new  life,  dead  in  sins  and 
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trespasses,  can  never  be  able  to  beget  it  in  himself,  or  any  way 
concur  to  the  production  of  it,  so  helpless  is  the  state  of  unrege- 
neracy,  so  impotent  the  condition  of  every  man  by  nature. 

Hieron.  Drrxslii  Gymnasium  Patientitz,       Natura,  corrupta  nee  Hum 
1 .  ,■>;;<.;.,  nihil per  se  potest  torn',  &>c.    Eucher.  Lugdunens. 

2163.  The  State  of  Nature,  for  all  its  Spa- 
cious Outside,  a  State  of  Friendship  with 
Hell. 

As  it  is  with  the  righting  of  two  fencers  on  the  stage,  you  would 
think  at  first  they  were  in  earnest,  but  observing  how  wary  they 
are  where  they  hit  one  another,  you  may  soon  know  they  do  not 
intend  to  kill  one  another;  and  that  which  puts  all  out  of  doubt, 
when  the  prize  is  done,  you  shall  see  them  merry  together,  sharing 
what  they  have  got  from  their  deluded  spectators,  which  was  all 
they  fought  for.  Thus  you  shall  have  a  carnal  heart,  a  man  in  the 
state  of  unregeneracy  make  a  great  bustle  against  sin,  by  complain- 
ing of  it,  or  praying  against  it,  so  that  there  seems  to  be  a  great 
scuffle  betwixt  Satan  and  such  a  soul ;  but  if  you  follow  him  off 
the  stage  of  duty  (where  he  hath  gained  the  reputation  of  a  saint, 
the  prize  he  fought  for)  you  shall  see  the  devil  and  him  sit  as 
friendly  in  a  comer  as  ever. 

IV.  GurnaWs  Christian  in  Comptett  Armour. 

2164.  The  Sinners  Desperate  Madness. 

Tertuluan  stood,  as  it  were,  amazed  at  the  folly  of  the  Boman's 
ambition,  who  would  endure  all  manner  of  hardship  in  field  and  fight, 
and  run  through  any  difficulty  whatsoever,  and  for  no  other  thing  but 
to  obtain  at  last  the  honour  of  consul,  which  he  aptly  calls  unius 
anni gaitdium  volaticum,  a  joy  that  flies  away  at  the  year's  end- 
Desperate  then  must  needs  be  the  madness  of  all  wretched  sinful 
men,  who  will  not  endure  a  little  hardship  here,  but  entail  upon 
themselves  the  eternal  wrath  of  God  hereafter,  for  the  short  feast 
and  running  banquet  their  lusts  entertain  them  here  withal,  which 
often  is  not  tpudium  unius  hora,  a  joy  that  lasts  an  hour,  nay,  so 
transient  that  it  hardly  seems  to  be  at  all. 


Tertullian,  in  Lib.  de  Corona  Militis.       0  cacas  hominum  mentts,  O  ptciora. 

dura  ! 
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2165.  The  Difference  betwixt  Sermons 
Preached  and  Sermons  Printed. 

There  is  much  difference  between  a  sermon  in  a  pulp 
printed  in  a  book,  as  between  milk  in  a  warm  breast  ani 
sucking  bottle,  yet  what  it  loseth  in  the  lively  state  is  recompem 
by  the  convenience  of  it.  The  book  may  be  had  at  hand,  when 
the  preacher  cannot.  And  that  is  the  chief  end  of  printing, 
as  the  bottle  and  spoon  is  used  when  the  mother  is  sick  or  out 
the  way,  so  the  book,  to  quiet  the  Christian,  and  stay  his  stomii 
in  the  absence  of  ordinance ;  yet  he  that  readeth  sermons  and 
good  books  at  home  to  save  his  pains  of  going  to  hear,  is  a  thief 
to  his  soul  in  a  religious  habit ;  he  consults  for  his  ease,  but  not 
for  his  profit ;  he  eats  cold  meat  when  he  may  have  hot ;  he 
hazards  the  losing  the  benefit  of  both,  by  contemning  of  on 
offering  sacrilege  for  sacrifice,  of  robbing  God  of  one  duty  to 
Him  in  another. 


W.  GurnalCs  Christian  Completely  Armed,  in  t/ie  Epist.  Dedicat.  Pradi 
vox,  etirda  torpentia  kominum  excitat  phis  qutim  iectiottis,  &*c 
super  Evang. 

2 166.  The  Bare  Enjoyment  of  Church  Privi- 
leges doth  not  make  uj>  a  True  Christian. 

Whln  a  statute  was  make  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  th.u  all 
should  come  to  church  upon  penalty  of  being  looked  upon  as  in  a 
way  of  recusancy,  and  so  punishable  by  law,  the  Papists  sent  to 
Rome  to  know  the  Pope's  pleasure  ;  he  returned  them  this  answer, 
Bid  the  Catholics  in  England  give  me  their  hearts,  and  let  the 
queen  take  the  rest;  and  withal  a  dispensation  was  granted,  so 
that  very  many  came  to  church,  but  it  was  more  for  fear  than  love, 
more  for  the  saving  of  their  purses,  than  any  thought  at  all  of 
saving  their  poor  deluded  souls.  And  thus  it  is,  that  as  Christ 
had  His  saints  in  Nero's  court,  so  the  devil  his  servants  in  the 
outward  court  of  His  visible  church,  so  that  a  man  must  have 
something  more  to  entitle  him  to  Heaven,  than  living  within  the 
pale  of  the  church,  and  giving  an  outward  conformity  to  the  ordi- 
nances of  Christ  There  must  be  an  inward  conformity  of  the 
mind  to  the  laws  of  God,  a  subjection  to  the  sceptre  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  a  readiness  to  be  led  by  the  guidance  of  the  Blessed 
Spirit,  otherwise  he  may  be  of  the  church,  but  not  in  the  church  ; 
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a  partaker  of  church  privileges,  but  no  true  proprietor  of  the  graces 
and  benefits  thereby  accruing. 

.-in no  I.  Eli*.  Pulton's  Collect,  of  Statutes.  W.  Camden i  Anna!.  Reg. 
Elizabeth,  W.  GurnaWs  Christian  in  Complete  Armour.  Re  nan 
nomine  Christians. 

2167.  Acknowledgment  of  Mercies  Received, 
the  Ready  IVay  to  have  them  further 
Enlarged. 

It  is,  and  usually  hath  been,  the  manner  of  great  men,  {such  as 
from  baseness  and  beggary  have  ascended  to  kingdoms  and  em- 
pires, and  from  sitting  with  the  hirelings  and  dogs  of  the  flock, 
have  been  seated  on  thrones  of  state  and  tribunals  of  justice,)  to 
be  delighted  to  speak  often  of  their  poor  and  mean  beginnings,  to 
go  and  see  the  low  roofed  cottages,  where  they  were  first  enter- 
tained and  had  their  birth  and  breeding ;  yea,  there  was  one'  of 
late  years  that  being  got  by  desert  into  the  divinity  chair,  did 
without  superstition  hang  up  in  his  closet  some  part  of  that  mean 
apparel  wherein  he  first  saluted  his  Oxford  mother.  A  good  way, 
no  doubt,  and  being  done  with  a  good  mind,  the  ready  way  to 
have  mercies  and  blessings  enlarged  ;  it  would  not  be  unuseful, 
therefore,  for  the  Christian  to  look  in  at  the  grate,  to  see  the 
smoky  hole  where  once  he  lay,  to  view  the  chains  wherewith  he 
was  laden,  and  to  behold  the  snares  of  sin  and  Satan  wherein  he 
was  once  entangled  ;  but  then  to  open  his  mouth  with  thanks  unto 
God,  who  will  be  sure  to  fill  it  with  His  tender  and  loving  kind- 
ness. 

Agathodis.       IVilligis.       See  B.  Smith's  Sermom.       Beneficia  Dei  omnibus 
Hons,  et  omni  tempore  co/isideranda  sunt.    Chiys.  in  Gen.  horn.  67. 

2168.  The  Excellency  of  Christ  Jesus. 

It  is  observable  that  when  some  great  king  or  potentate  draweth 
near  unto  his  royal  city,  the  dukes,  marquisses,  earls,  lords,  and 
others  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  ride  before  him,  Now,  if  a  stranger 
standing  by  should  ask,  Who  is  this  man  \  and  who  is  that  1  What 
power  hath  that  man  at  court?  what  place  hath  this?  What 
means  hath  a  third  1  It  would  be  answered.  This  is  my  lord  duke, 
that  such  an  earl,  the  other  such  a  great  lord,  such  a  one  is  the 
lord  treasurer,  that  the  lord  admiral,  and  that  other  the  lord  chan- 
cellor, &c,  but  when  the  king  comes,  he  saith  no  more  but  only, 
1  Dr.  Prideaux,  Bishop  of  Wigora. 
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This  is  the  king.  And  why  sol  and  why  no  more  but  so  ?  beco 
in  that  one  slender  word,  all  the  greatness  of  the  rest  is  included, 
the  king  being  the  fountain  of  honour  from  whence  all  their  glory 
is  derived.  Thus  it  is,  that  if  all  the  created  goodness,  all  the 
privileges  of  God's  children,  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  and  the 
glory  of  them,  were  to  be  presented  at  one  view,  they  would  all 
appear  as  nothing  and  emptiness  in  comparison  of  the  excellency 
and  fullness  that  is  to  be  found  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Aiphons.  nb  Avemiano,  Momlittit.  in  Malth.  i.       Incnssum  laborat  in  acquisi- 
tiont  virtulnm,  qui  eaj  alibi  quam  in  Chrhto  quarit.    Bern,  in  Cant, 

2169.  The  Ministers  Joy  in  the  Conversi 
of  Souls. 

If  it  cannot  but  delight  the  husbandman  when  he  seeth  his  p 
grow,  his  fruits  ripen,  his  trees  flourish ;  if  it  must  needs  rejoi 
the  shepherd  to  behold  his  sheep  sound,  fat,  and  fertile  ;  if  it  glad 
the  heart  of  a  schoolmaster  or  tutor,  to  observe  the  scholars  thrive 
in  learning  and  increase  in  knowledge ;  it  must  needs  be  matter 
of  abundant  joy  to  any  minister  of  the  Gospel,  when  people  are 
brought  to  fellowship  with  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  when  they  arc, 
it  were,  snatched  out  of  the  slavery  of  sin,  the  jaws  of  death 
hell,  and  brought  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of 
then  it  is  that  he  may  be  said  to  reap  the  fruits  of  his  labours, 
the  great  comfort  of  his  own  soul. 


le  are 
ire,  in 


Sen.  Ep.  24.        Ven.  Beda,  in  1  John  Li.  4.        Auditorcs  bmtvoli  aia 
reddunt pradtiatores.     C&rys.  in  f/eb. 


Uacra 

2170.  God's  Pardoning  other  Repentant  Sin- 
ners a  Great  Motive  to  Persuade  us  t. 
He  will  Pardon  us  also. 

If  one  should  come  to  a  physician,  of  whom  he  hath  had  a 
report  of  his  skill,  and  should  meet  with  hundreds  by  the 
such  as  were  at  that  time  his  patients,  and  all  of  them  should 
him  how  he  hath  cured  and  healed  them  of  their  several  infirmi 
this  must  needs  encourage  him  to  go  on  with  confidence  of 
skill,  that  he  will  recover  him  also.     So  should  every  repe- 
sinner  run  to  Christ,  the  great  physician  of  his  soul,  because 
many  thousands  have  been  healed,  so  many  great  sinners  have 
been  forgiven,  such  as  Manasses,  2  Chron.  xxxiii.  13,  Mary  M.i. 
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dalene,  Luke  vii.  38,  St.  Paul,  Acts  ix.  18,  &c.  This  may  be  a 
great  motive  to  persuade  us  all,  that  upon  repentance  He  is,  and 
will  be  ready  to  forgive  us  also,  according  to  that  of  the  apostle, 
He  hath  showed  mercy  unto  me  that  others  might  believe  in  God. 

J.  Preston's  Breast-plate  of  Faith  and  Love.        0  pcenitentia,  quid  de  te  novi 
referam,  &c.  t  Cyprian. 

21J1.  Men  to  be  Careful  in  the  Trial  of  their 
Faith,  whether  it  be  Sound  or  not. 

If  one  be  told  that  his  corn  is  blasted,  that  all  the  trees  in  his 
orchard  are  dead,  that  all  his  money  is  counterfeit,  that  the  deeds 
and  evidences,  upon  which  his  lands  and  whole  estate  depend,  are 
false,  it  must  needs  affect  him  much,  and  make  him  look  about 
him  to  see  if  these  things  be  so  or  no-  And  shall  not  men  look 
then  to  the  faith  they  have,  upon  which  depends  the  eternal  wel- 
fare of  their  immortal  souls,  seeing  God  accepteth  none  except  it 
be  sound,  effectual,  lively,  and  accompanied  with  good  works,  such 
a  faith  as  worketh  by  love,  p urifieth  the  heart,  and  shows  itself  in 
fruits  worthy  amendment  of  life  ?  1  Thess.  L  3. 

Treat,  of  Effect.  Faith,  ut supra.      Non  dove  mactato,  ceelestia  numtna  gaudent, 
sed  fide  qua  prastanda  est.  Ovid. 

2172.  Men  not  to  be  Ashamed  of  their  Godly 
Profession,  though  the  Wicked  Speak 
Evil  of  them. 

Suppose  a  geometrician  should  be  drawing  of  lines  and  figures, 
and  there  should  come  in  some  silly  ignorant  fellow,  who  seeing 
him  should  laugh  at  him ;  would  the  artist,  think  you,  leave  off 
his  employment  because  of  his  derision  ?  surely  no ;  for  he  knows 
that  he  laughs  at  him  out  of  his  ignorance,  as  not  knowing  his  art 
and  the  grounds  thereof.  Thus  let  no  man  be  ashamed  of  his 
godly  profession,  because  wicked  men  speak  evil  of  it,  1  Peter 
iv.  4 ;  and  why  do  they  so,  but  because  they  understand  it  not,  it 
is  strange  to  them ;  they  see  the  actions  of  godly  men,  but  the 
rules  and  principles  that  they  go  by,  they  know  not,  and  hence  is 
it  that  they  throw  dirt  in  the  face  of  religious  profession,  but  a 
wise  man  will  soon  wipe  it  off  again. 

J.  Preston's  Golden  Sceptre.      Id  mantico?  quod  in  ergo  est  nan  Wen*. 
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Pot  the  case,  all  were  turned  upside  down,  as  it  was  in  a  confused 
chaos,  wherein  Heaven  and  earth  were  mingled  together,  and  the 
waters  overcoming  all  the  rest,  yet  as  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
did  but  move  upon  the  waters,  many  beautiful  creatures  were  pro- 
duced, and  the  sea  divided  from  the  rest,  so  that  those  waters 
which  then  seemed  to  spoil  all,  serve  now  to  water  all,  without 
which  we  cannot  possibly  subsist :  even  so,  were  the  church  in 
never  so  confused  condition,  yet  God  will,  in  His  great  wisdom,  so 
order  the  things  that  seem  to  undo  us,  that  they  shall  make  Btodl 
for  us,  and  bring  forth  something  of  special  use  for  the  church'^ 
good,  something  to  water  and  make  fruitful  the  house  and  people 
of  God. 

Riuiis  intligataque  moles.     Ovid.        Serm.  at  Lincoln's  Inn,  on  Gen.  jurii.  !.(. 

Ut  >-/r.l. 

2174.  Sin — the  Godly  Man's  Hatred  thereof. 

It  is  said  of  the  dove,  that  she  is  afraid  of  every  feather  that  haih 
grown  upon  a  hawk,  and  each  brings  as  much  terror  upon  her  as 
if  the  hawk  were  present ;  such  a  native  dread  is,  as  it  seems,  im- 
planted in  her,  that  she  detests  and  abhors  the  very  sight  of  any 
such  feather.  So  the  godly  man  that  hath  conceived  a  detesta- 
tion against  sin,  cannot  endure  anything  that  belongs  to  it,  or  that 
comes  from  it.  No,  not  the  least  motion  or  inclination,  though  it 
bring  along  with  it  never  so  fair  pretences,  never  so  spacious  shows, 
shall  have  the  least  welcome  or  entertainment. 


2175.  Vanity  of  the  Creature  without 

Take  a  beam  of  the  sun,  the  way  to  preserve  it  is  not  to  k~ 
by  itself,  the  being  of  it  depends  upon  the  sun,  take  the  sun 
and  it  perisheth  for  ever ;  but  yet,  though  it  should  come 
obscured,  and  so  cut  off  for  a  while,  yet  because  the  sun  r: 
still,  therefore  when  the  sun  shines  forth  again,  it  will  be  ren 
again.    Such  a  thing  is  the  creature,  compared  with  God  ;  * 
would  preserve  the  creature  in  itself,  it  is  impossible  for 


Ulystii  Aldrovandi  Ornitholog. ,  Lib.  xiv. 
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stand,  like  a  broken  glass  without  a  bottom,  it  must  fall  and  break. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  being  of  an  accident  is  more  in  the  sub- 
ject than  in  itself,  insomuch  that  to  take  away  the  subject,  the 
very  separation  is  a  destruction  to  it.  So  it  is  with  the  creature, 
which  hath  no  bottom  of  itself,  so  as  the  separation  of  it  from 
God,  is  the  destruction  of  it ;  as  on  the  contrary,  the  keeping  of 
it  close  unto  God,  (though  in  a  case  that  seems  to  be  the  ruin  of 
it,)  is  its  happiness  and  perfection. 

9.  Preston^s  Churcffs  Marriage.        Esse  accidentis  plus  est  in  subjecio^ 
Aristat,        Creatura  sine  Deo  nihil potest,  &c.  Isidor. 

2176.  How  it  is  that  God  is  to  every  one  of 
His  Children  alone. 

It  is  observed  that  a  mathematical  point  hath  no  parts,  it  is  one, 
indivisible  ;  for  let  a  thousand  lines  come  to  one  point,  every  one 
hath  the  whole,  and  yet  there  is  but  one  that  answers  all,  because 
it  is  indivisible,  and  every  one  hath  all.  So  it  is  with  God,  though 
there  be  many  thousands  that  He  loves  dearly,  yet  every  one  of 
them  hath  the  Lord  wholly ;  for  that  which  is  infinite  hath  no 
parts,  and  therefore  He  bestows  Himself  not  partly  on  one  and 
partly  on  another ;  but  He  bestows  all  Himself  on  every  one,  and 
expects  that  every  one  should  do  the  like  unto  Him. 

Pierre  Ju  Moulin,  Traicte  it  V  Amour  dc  Dieu. 

2177.  Excess  of  Apparel  condemned. 

What  heavy  things  are  thundered  against  those  curious  dames  of 
Jerusalem  by  the  prophet  Isaiah,  who  being  himseif  a  courtier, 
inveighs  as  punctually  against  the  noble  vanity  of  apparel,  as  if  he 
had  late  viewed  the  ladies'  wardrobes  ;  and  our  Saviour  finds  fault 
with  the  Scribes  that  loved  to  go  in  long  clothing,  Mark  xii.  38. 
But  to  come  nearer,  in  the  year  1580,  great  ruffs  with  huge  wide 
sets,  and  cloaks  reaching  almost  to  the  ancles,  no  less  comely  than 
of  great  expense,  were  restrained  here  by  proclamation,  saith  Mr. 
Camden  ;  and  need  we  not  the  like  law  now,  when  so  many  prodi- 
gals turn  rents  into  ruffs,  and  lands  into  lace,  singulis  auribus  bina 
ant  tenia pendunt patrimonia,  as  Seneca  hath  it,  hang  two  or  three 
patrimonies  at  their  ears,  a  pretty  grove  upon  their  backs,  a  reason- 
able lordship  or  living  about  their  necks,  from  whence  both  St. 
Cyprian  and  St.  Augustine  drew  up  this  conclusion,  thai,  ss^«.- 
vol.  n.  3,1 
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fluous  apparel  is  worse  than  whoredom,  because  whoredom  01 

corrupts  chastity,  but  this  corrupts  nature? 

Camden,  in  Vita  Elisab.       John  Trap's  Com.  on  MattA.  vi.  29. 

2178.  God  to  be  seen  in  the  Works  of  the 

Creation. 


A  godly  ancient  being  asked  by  a  profane  philosopher,  how 
could  contemplate  high  things,  sith  he  had  no  books, 
answered,  That  he  had  the  whole  world  for  his  book  ready  open  at 
all  times,  and  in  all  places,  and  that  he  could  therein  read  thing!> 
heavenly  and  divine.    And  most  true  it  is,  that  God  is  to  be  seen 
and  admired  in  the  works  of  the  Creation ;  there  is  not  a  flower 
the  field,  not  a  pile  of  grass  we  tread  on,  but  sets  forth  God 
us  in  very  lively  colours  ;  so  that  not  to  see  Him,  is  to  incur 
curse  He  hath  denounced  against  such  as  regard  not  the  wor 
the  Lord,  i.  e.,  the  first  making ;  neither  consider  the  operation 
His  hands,  i.  e.,  the  wise  disposing  of  His  creatures  for  our  good, 
Isaiah  v.  12. 

Ant.  Ertmita  apiid  Augitstin.  de  Doct.  Christ.,  Lib.  i.        Refert  qtutlibtt 

Dcum.  Ovid. 
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2179.  To  Keep  close  to  the  Word  of  God  in 
Seeking  after  Christ. 


shop 
only 


It  is  the  observation  of  a  good  man  now  with  God,  Bi 
Hooper,  that  the  wise  men  travelling  to  find  Christ,  followed 
the  star,  and  as  long  as  they  saw  it,  they  were  assured  that  they 
were  in  the  right  way,  and  had  great  mirth  in  their  journey ;  bat 
when  they  entered  into  Jerusalem,  (whereas  the  star  led  them  not 
thither,  but  unto  Bethlehem,)  and  there  would  be  instructed 
Christ  was  born  ;  they  were  not  only  ignorant  of  the  place  w1 
but  they  had  lost  the  sight  of  the  star  that  should  guide 
thither.  Whereof  we  learn  in  any  case,  that  whilst  we  be  goi 
leam  Christ,  to  seek  Christ,  which  is  above,  to  beware  we  lose 
the  star  of  God's  Word,  who  only  is  the  mark  that  shows  us 
where  Christ  is,  and  which  way  we  may  come  to  Him.  Ti 
are  the  good  man's  own  words ;  whereunto  may  be  added, 
whereas  David  made  the  Word  of  God  a  lantern  to  his  feet,  an 
light  unto  his  paths,  Psalm  cxix.  105,  we  would  not  suffer  ourselv 
to  be  led  aside  by  every  ignis  /atuus,  every  false  fire  that  p 
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itself  unto  us,  but  to  keep  close  to  the  Word  of  God,  which  will 
bring  Us  to  the  knowledge  of  Christ  here,  and  the  full  enjoyment 
of  Him  hereafter. 

Bishop  Hooper,  in  a  Letter  to  Mistress  Anne  Warcup.  Acts  and  Monuments 
of  the  Church,  by  J.  Fox.  Recurrendum  est  ad  solas  Scripturas.  P.  de 
AUiaco,  in  Sent. 

2180.  What  it  is  to  Trust  in  God  really 
and  truly. 

There  was  a  king  of  this  land,  that  being  engaged  in  war,  sent  to 
the  general  of  his  army  to  spare  such  a  city,  yet  he  had  a  command 
under  the  broad  seal  and  the  king's  own  hand  to  do  it,  and  to  dis- 
obey his  warrant  was  death;  but  withal  the  king  gave  him  private  in- 
structions to  destroy  the  city,  and  in  so  doing  he  would  save  him 
harmless.  The  general  did  so,  and  trusted  the  king  for  his  life, 
so  that  if  he  had  failed  him  he  had  been  utterly  destroyed.  Thus, 
if  a  man  be  brought  to  such  an  exigent,  if  he  will  trust  God  in 
such  a  case,  as  wherein  if  He  fail  him,  he  is  undone ;  so  to  lean 
upon  God,  that  if  He  slip  away  he  sinketh so  to  be  unbottomed 
of  himself  and  every  creature,  so  to  cast  himself  upon  God,  that 
if  He  step  aside  he  is  like  to  perish ;  this  is  to  trust  in  God  really 
and  truly. 

J.  Preston  of  Effect.  Love,  on  1  Thcss.  i.  3.      Si  saviat  mundus,  sifremat 
malignus,  &c,  tu  es  spts  mta,  Domine.  Bernard. 

2 18 1.  The  Monstrous  Sin  of  Ingratitude. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  in  a  letter  of  hers  to  Henry  IV.,  King  of 
France,  amongst  many  other  expressions,  hath  this  upon  the  sin 
of  ingratitude,  That  if  there  were  any  unpardonable  sin  in  the 
world,  such  as  the  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  was  ingratitude ; 
Call  me  unthankful,  said  another,  and  you  call  me  all  that  naught 
is.  And  without  all  doubt  such  a  vice  it  is,  that  nature  frowns  at, 
though  she  smile  at  many  others.  Nay,  it  is  a  monster  in  nature, 
a  solecism  in  manners,  a  paradox  in  divinity,  an  ugly  sin,  insomuch 
that  Christ  Himself  joined  the  evil  and  unthankful  together, 
Luke  vi.  35. 

Gulielm.  Camd.  Eliz.       Ingratum  si  dixeris,  &c.   David  Partus  iw 
Matth.  v.  6. 
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2182.  How  it 


is  that  Faith  is  said  to  be  Modi 
Perfect  by  JVorks, 


ile  to 


As  one  that  professeth,  that  he  hath  an  art,  and  that  he  is  able  I 
do  this  and  that  by  his  art :  now  if  he  make  up  some  exquisite 
piece  of  workmanship,  by  that  he  is  said  to  make  good  his  art ;  or 
as  when  we  say,  such  and  such  trees  are  good,  because  they  have 
sap  in  them,  they  are  not  dead  trees,  yet  for  all  this  the  tree  is 
made  perfect  by  the  fruit.  So  faith  by  works  is  made  perfect . 
not  that  works  put  life  into  faith ;  the  sap  must  first  be  in  the 
tree,  and  then  it  bringeth  forth  fruit ;  so  there  must  be  first  a  lifV 
in  faith,  and  then  it  bringeth  forth  good  works  :  so  that  when  it  is 
said,  Faith  is  made  perfect  by  works,  the  meaning  is,  that  fail 
made  good  by  works,  that  works  declare  faith  to  be  right  as 
fruit  doth  declare  the  tree  to  have  sap. 


y.  Preston,  Treat,  of  Effectual  Faith.       Per  fructum  digitoscitttr  arbor. 


1  it  is 
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2183.  How  to  tnake  Trial  of  Faith,  whether 

it  be  Right  or  not. 

Take  a  cup  of  wine,  and  if  you  would  know  whether  it  be  good 
or  not,  drink  it  off ;  but  if  it  heat  you  not,  warm  you  not  at  UN 
heart,  quicken  you  not,  nor  in  any  way  revive  your  spirits,  you  will 
say,  it  is  naught,  flat  and  dead  ;  had  it  been  good  wine,  it  would 
have  done  all  this  ;  then  if  you  come  to  plants,  and  find  no  fruit, 
nor  leaves,  you  say,  this  plant  is  dead  ;  if  you  come  to  take  a  dram 
of  physic,  and  it  do  not  work,  you  say,  it  is  bad  physic  ;  and  so  if 
you  take  leaven,  and  put  it  into  the  dough,  if  it  sour  not  the  lump, 
you  say,  it  is  a  dead  leaven,  a  counterfeit.  Thus,  if  a  man  f 
not  faith  in  the  operation  thereof,  .that  it  works  not  a 
change  in  the  soul,  that  it  fires  not  the  heart  with  love  to 
if  there  be  no  life  in  it,  then  let  such  a  man  know  that  he  is  de- 
ceived, his  faith  is  not  right,  not  effectual,  not  any  way  conducing 
to  life  eternal. 


le  jump. 


Rich,  de  AfediaviUa,  Clavis  David,        Tunc  enim  fideies  vemciter 
Greg.  Horn.  29.      Tu  diets  quod ctcdis,/ac  quod  dicis  et fides  est, 
in  yah. 


•r  litmus,  <5*. 
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2 184.  The  Proposal  of  Rewards  and  Punish- 
ments very  useful  to  the  Bringing  into 
Christ, 

A  spouse  that  is  considering  with  herself  whether  she  should  marry 
such  a  husband  or  not,  beginneth  to  consider  what  she  should 
be  without  him,  and  what  she  shall  have  with  him  ;  she  considers 
him  perhaps  as  one  that  will  pay  her  debts,  and  make  her  honour- 
able, &c,  and  yet  it  may  be  she  considers  not  the  man  all  this 
while.  However,  these  considerations  are  good  preparatives  to 
draw  her  on  to  give  entertainment  to  him;  but  after  some  con- 
verse and  acquaintance  with  the  person,  she  comes  to  like  the  man 
himself  so  well  that  she  is  content  to  have  him,  though  she  have 
nothing  with  him;  and  so  she  gives  her  full  and  free  consent  to 
him,  and  the  match  is  made  up  betwixt  them,  out  of  true  and  sin- 
cere free  love  and  liking.  Thus  it  is,  that  the  proposals  of  rewards 
and  punishments  are,  as  it  were,  a  beginning,  a prodromus,  a  good 
introduction  to  the  full  sight  and  fruition  of  God,  when  it  is  that 
men  begin  at  first  to  consider  their  own  misery  most,  and  that  if 
they  should  apply  themselves  to  other  things  as  remedies,  they 
would  be  still  to  seek,  for  there  is  a  vanity  in  all  things,  Eccles. 
i.  1,  and  if  to  themselves,  that  they  cannot  help  themselves  in 
time  of  trouble,  therefore  they  judge  that  they  must  go  to  Almighty 
God,  who  is  able  to  do  more  than  all,  and  to  rid  them  out  of 
misery;  and  they  consider  that  going  to  Him  they  shall  have 
Heaven  besides ;  yet  all  this  while  they  consider  not  the  Lord's 
power ;  however,  this  consideration  makes  way,  that  God  and 
they  may  meet  and  speak  together,  it  brings  their  hearts  to  give 
way,  that  the  Lord  may  come  to  them,  it  causeth  them  to  attend 
to  Him,  to  look  upon  Him,  to  converse  with  Him,  to  admit  Him 
as  a  suitor,  and  to  be  acquainted  with  Him,  and  whilst  they  are 
thus  conversing  with  Him,  God  reveals  Himself.  And  then  being 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  Him  in  Himself,  they  love  Him  for 
Himself,  are  willing  to  seek  His  presence,  to  seek  Him  for  a  hus- 
band, though  all  other  things  were  removed  from  Him.  And  now 
the  match  is  made  up,  and  not  till  now,  and  then  they  so  look 
upon  Him,  that  if  all  other  advantages  were  taken  away,  they 
would  yet  still  love  Him,  and  not  leave  him  for  all  the  world's  en- 
joyments, 

J.  Preston's  Golden  Sceptre.        Pritmiis  e/iam  magnorum  virorum  animiexci- 
tantur.    Arn.  Ferrott,  Lib.'A.       °)amque  opus  crqji,  6»c.  OuLdjull. 
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could  drive  away  sorrow,  diseases,  or  death ;  looking  upon  th 
as  not  worthy  presenting,  that  could  not  keep  off  vexation  from 
him.  And  such  are  all  the  riches  and  glories  of  this  world,  they 
cannot  secure  from  the  least  calamity,  nor  make  up  the  want  of 
the  least  mercy.  It  is  not  the  crown  of  gold  that  can  cure  the 
headache,  nor  the  gilded  sceptre  that  can  stay  the  shaking  hand ; 
not  the  honourable  garter  that  can  ease  the  gout,  nor  the  neck- 
lace of  pearl  that  can  take  away  the  pain  of  the  teeth  ;  and  a  bag 
of  gold  will  prove  but  a  hard  pillow  to  rest  on.  Miserable  com- 
forters are  they  all,  only  the  useful  riches  of  grace  that  are  to  be 
found  in  Christ  Jesus  give  ease  and  refreshment  under  all 
and  torments  whatsoever. 

T.  Broeis'  Unsearchable  Riches  of  Christ. 

2190.  Apparel,  whether  Richer  or  Plaine., 
the  Necessity  thereof. 

As  Crates  reproved  by  the  Athenians,  because  (to  countenance 
professorship)  he  wore  oiv&ovn,  that  is,  a  mantle  of  estate  (I 
but  a  philosopher)  which  Theophrastus  before  him  was  never 
to  do,  answered  them  again,  that  Theophrastus  (whom  they 
thought  so  well  of)  did  many  times  wear  a  lighter  garment.  1 
which  when  the  magistrates  would  not  believe,  he  brought  them  to 
a  barber's  shop,  and  showed  him  unto  them,  all  dight  as  he  sat  in 
his  pied  napery  ;  intimating  hereby,  that  costly  apparel  and  other 
clothing  in  themselves  are  things  indifferent,  but  grow  often  ne 
sitated  by  the  circumstances  of  time  and  place,  as  soft  do 
for  the  court,  and  that  which  is  coarser  for  the  cart ;  a  fine  suit 
the  citizen,  a  plainer  for  the  countryman  :  every  one  wearing 
which  is  fitting  for  his  place  and  calling, 

Dii>S.  Lacrt.,  Lib.  y\.  cap  6.      Id.  Lib.  v.  cap  4.      Aquin.  I  a.  a  tz.  qu. 

art.  I,  ad.  3. 

2 191.  True  Comfort  in  God  only. 

Great  was  the  grief  of  C.  Figulus,  who  to  his  friends  that 
to  comfort  him  about  the  loss  of  the  consulship,  said,  Onirics 
sulere  scitis,  consukm  facere  ncscilis,  All  can  give  me  counsel, 
ye  cannot  make  me  consul.    And  could  outward  things  rid 
from  the  troubles  of  this  life,  from  death  the  end  of  this  life.  I 
damnation  after  death,  i\\exi  sa'vl      wTOettung  worth  the  h 
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ing  to ;  but  this  they  cannot  do,  they  cannot  make  us  happy,  there 
is  no  true  comfort  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  standing  pools  of  out- 
ward sufficiencies,  but  out  of  the  living  fountains  of  the  all  suffi- 
ciencies of  the  Lord  Almighty. 

Vol.  Max.,  Lib.  ix.  cap.  3.     Dr.  Staughton's  Serin,  at  St.  Paul's,  Lend.,  1624. 

2192.  The  Resolved  Constant  Christian. 

In  the  Salentine  country  mention  is  made  of  a  lake  brimful ;  put 
in  never  so  much  it  runneth  not  over,  draw  out  what  you  can  it  is 
still  full.  Such  is  the  condition  of  a  resolved,  constant  child  of 
God ;  tide  life,  tide  death,  come  what  can  come,  he  is  still  the 
same,  so  true  to  his  primitive  institution,  that  if  adversity  frown, 
he  entertains  it  as  a  trial  of  his  patience,  if  prosperity  smile  upon 
him,  he  looks  upon  it  as  a  blessing  extraordinary ;  whether  it  be 
peace  or  war  abroad,  sickness  or  health  at  home,  he  is  resolved. 
Whereas  a  carnal  man  who  bears  his  prosperity  neither  with  mode- 
ration nor  prudence,  but  is  full  blown  like  a  bladder  with  the  wind 
of  his  own  pride,  he  seldom  in  adversity  shows  either  courage  or 
constancy ;  one  small  prick  of  disaster  empties  his  swollen  heart 
of  all  hopes,  and  like  an  unskilful  and  dejected  seaman  upon 
every  little  storm,  he  cuts  cable  and  mast,  and  throws  all  over- 
board, where  but  the  slacking  of  a  few  sails  would  serve  the  turn, 
godly  resolution  would  do  the  deed. 

J'lin.  Hist.,  Lib.  ii.  cap.  103.  Rob.  Dallingtoris  Aphorisms  Civil  and  Mili- 
tary. Sorte  tita  contentus  obi.  Supcrbus  secundis,  dejectus  adversis. 
Thticyd.    Sonus  excitat  ornnis  suspensum.  Virgil. 

2193.  The  Rage  of  War  in  the  Richest 
Countries. 

In  natural  bodies,  the  longer  they  subsist  in  perfect  health,  the 
more  dangerous  is  the  disease  when  it  cometh,  and  the  longer  in 
curing,  as  having  none  of  those  humours  spent,  which  by  distem- 
per give  foment  and  force  to  the  approaching  malady.  So  it  is  in 
bodies  politic,  when  war  once  seizeth  on  a  country,  rich  in  the 
plenties  of  a  long  peace,  and  full  with  the  surfeits  of  a  continual 
ease,  it  never  leaves  purging  those  superfluities  till  all  be  wasted 
and  consumed. 

Hippocrat.  Aphoris.  3.     Rob.  Dallington,  ut  supra.    Nulla  solus  UUo.  VVrpX. 
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This  is  the  king.  And  why  so  ?  and  why  no  more  but  so  1  because 
in  that  one  slender  word,  all  the  greatness  of  the  rest  is  included, 
the  king  being  the  fountain  of  honour  from  whence  all  their  glory 
is  derived.  Thus  it  is,  that  if  all  the  created  goodness,  all  the 
privileges  of  God's  children,  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  and  the 
glory  of  them,  were  to  be  presented  at  one  view,  they  would  all 
appear  as  nothing  and  emptiness  in  comparison  of  the  excellency 
and  fullness  that  is  to  be  found  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Alphom.  ab  Avuidano,  Moralitat.  in  Matth.  i.       Incassum  laborat  in  acquisi- 
tiant  virtutnnt,  qui  eas  alibi  quam  in  Christo  quarit.    Bern,  in  Cant. 

2169.  The  Minister  s  Joy  in  the  Conversion 

of  Souls, 

If  it  cannot  but  delight  the  husbandman  when  he  seeth  his  plants 
grow,  his  fruits  ripen,  his  trees  flourish  ;  if  it  must  needs  rejoice 
the  shepherd  to  behold  his  sheep  sound,  fat,  and  fertile  ;  if  it  glad 
the  heart  of  a  schoolmaster  or  tutor,  to  observe  the  scholars  thrive 
in  learning  and  increase  in  knowledge ;  it  must  needs  be  matter 
of  abundant  joy  to  any  minister  of  the  Gospel,  when  people  are 
brought  to  fellowship  with  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  when  they  are,  as 
it  were,  snatched  out  of  the  slavery  of  sin,  the  jaws  of  death  and 
hell,  and  brought  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God : 
then  it  is  that  he  may  be  said  to  reap  the  fruits  of  his  labours,  in 
the  great  comfort  of  his  own  soul. 

Sen.  Ef.  24.        Ven,  Beda,  in  I  jfo/m  ii.  4.        Autiileres  benevoli 
rcddunt  pradicatores.     Chrys.  in  Heh. 

2 1 70.  God's  Pardoning  other  Repentant  Si 
ners  a  Great  Motive  to  Persuade  us  th 
He  will  Pardon  us  also. 

If  one  should  come  to  a  physician,  of  whom  he  hath  had  a  1 
report  of  his  skill,  and  should  meet  with  hundreds  by  the 
such  as  were  at  that  time  his  patients,  and  all  of  them  should 
him  how  he  hath  cured  and  healed  them  of  their  several  infirmi ' 
this  must  needs  encourage  him  to  go  on  with  confidence  of 
skill,  that  he  will  recover  him  also,     So  should  every  repent 
sinner  run  to  Christ,  the  great  physician  of  his  soul,  because 
many  thousands  have  been  healed,  so  many  great  sinners  have 
been  forgiven,  such  as  Manasses,  2  Chron.  xxxiii.  13,  Mary  ^ 
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ene,  Luke  vii.  38,  St.  Paul,  Acts  ix.  18,  Sec.  This  may  be  a 
great  motive  to  persuade  us  all,  that  upon  repentance  He  is,  and 
will  be  ready  to  forgive  us  also,  according  to  that  of  the  apostle, 
He  hath  showed  mercy  unto  me  that  others  might  believe  in  God. 

J.  Proton's  Breast-plate  of  Faith  and  Love.        O  panitentia,  quid  dj  It  novi 
referam,       t  Cyprian. 

2 1 7 1 .  Men  to  be  Careful  in  the  Trial  of  their 
Faith,  whether  it  be  Sound  or  not. 

If  one  be  told  that  his  corn  is  blasted,  that  all  the  trees  in  his 
orchard  are  dead,  that  all  his  money  is  counterfeit,  that  the  deeds 
and  evidences,  upon  which  his  lands  and  whole  estate  depend,  are 
false,  it  must  needs  affect  him  much,  and  make  him  look  about 
him  to  see  if  these  things  be  so  or  no.  And  shall  not  men  look 
then  to  the  faith  they  have,  upon  which  depends  the  eternal  wel- 
fare of  their  immortal  souls,  seeing  God  accepteth  none  except  it 
be  sound,  effectual,  lively,  and  accompanied  with  good  works,  such 
a  faith  as  worketh  by  love,  purifieth  the  heart,  and  shows  itself  in 
fruits  worthy  amendment  of  life  \  1  Thess.  L  3. 


\t.  of  Effect.  Faith,  ut  supra.       Non  6ove  mactato,  calestia  numma  gaudent, 
led  fide  qua  prastanda  est.  Ovid. 

72.  Men  not  to  be  Ashamed  of  their  Godly 
Profession,  though  the  Wicked  Speak 
Evil  of  them. 


Suppose  a  geometrician  should  be  drawing  of  lines  and  figures, 
and  there  should  come  in  some  silly  ignorant  fellow,  who  seeing 
him  should  laugh  at  him  ;  would  the  artist,  think  you,  leave  off 
his  employment  because  of  his  derision?  surely  no  ;  for  he  knows 
that  he  laughs  at  him  out  of  his  ignorance,  as  not  knowing  his  art 
and  the  grounds  thereof.  Thus  let  no  man  be  ashamed  of  his 
godly  profession,  because  wicked  men  speak  evil  of  it,  1  Peter 
lv.  4  ;  and  why  do  they  so,  but  because  they  understand  it  not,  it 
is  strange  to  them ;  they  see  the  actions  of  godly  men,  but  the 
rules  and  principles  that  they  go  by,  they  know  not,  and  hence  is 
it  that  they  throw  dirt  in  the  face  of  religious  profession,  but  a 
wise  man  will  soon  wipe  it  off  again. 

J.  Presten'i  Golden  Scr/tre.       id  muutiea-  quod  m  er^o  est  non  vidtnt. 
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2173.  God  Ordering  all  Things  for  the  G 

of  His  Church. 

Put  the  case,  all  were  turned  upside  down,  as  it  was  in  a  confu 
chaos,  wherein  Heaven  and  earth  were  mingled  together,  and  the 
waters  overcoming  all  the  rest,  yet  as  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
did  but  move  upon  the  waters,  many  beautiful  creatures  were  pro- 
duced, and  the  sea  divided  from  the  rest,  so  that  those  waters 
which  then  seemed  to  spoil  all,  serve  now  to  water  all,  without 
which  we  cannot  possibly  subsist :  even  so,  were  the  church  in 
never  so  confused  condition,  yet  God  will,  in  His  great  wisdom,  so 
order  the  things  that  seem  to  undo  us,  that  they  shall  make  much 
for  us,  and  bring  forth  something  of  special  use  for  the  church's 
good,  something  to  water  and  make  fruitful  the  house  and  people 
of  God. 

Rudis  imtigataqtu  moles.     Ovid.        Strm.  at  Lincoln  1  Inn,  on  Gen.  xxii 

2174.  Sin — the  Godly  Mans  Hatred  thereof. 

It  is  said  of  the  dove,  that  she  is  afraid  of  every  feather  that 
grown  upon  a  hawk,  and  each  brings  as  much  terror  upon  h_. 
if  the  hawk  were  present ;  such  a  native  dread  is,  as  it  seems, 
planted  in  her,  that  she  detests  and  abhors  the  very  sight  of  a 
such  feather.    So  the  godly  man  that  hath  conceived  a  detesta- 
tion against  sin,  cannot  endure  anything  that  belongs  to  it,  or  that 
comes  from  it.  No,  not  the  least  motion  or  inclination,  though  ' 
bring  along  with  it  never  so  fair  pretences,  never  so  spacious  sh 
shall  have  the  least  welcome  or  entertainment 

Vlysiis  Aldrovandi  Ornitholog. ,  Lib.  xlv. 

2175.  Inanity  of  the  Creature  without 

Take  a  beam  of  the  sun,  the  way  to  preserve  it  is  not  to  k 
by  itself,  the  being  of  it  depends  upon  the  sun,  take  the  sun  a 
and  it  perisheth  for  ever ;  but  yet,  though  it  should  come 
obscured,  and  so  cut  off  for  a  while,  yet  because  the  sun  re 
still,  therefore  when  the  sun  shines  forth  again,  it  will  be  ren 
again.    Such  a  thing  is  the  creature,  compared  with  God  ;  if 
would  preserve  the  creature  in  itself,  it  is  impossible  for 
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nd,  like  a  broken  glass  without  a  bottom,  it  must  fall  and  break. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  being  of  an  accident  is  more  in  the  sub- 
ject than  in  itself,  insomuch  that  to  take  away  the  subject,  the 
very  separation  is  a  destruction  to  it.  So  it  is  with  the  creature, 
which  hath  no  bottom  of  itself,  so  as  the  separation  of  it  from 
God,  is  the  destruction  of  it ;  as  on  the  contrary,  the  keeping  of 
it  close  unto  God,  (though  in  a  case  that  seems  to  be  the  ruin  of 
it,)  is  its  happiness  and  perfection. 


I 


J.  Preston's  Church's  Marriage.       Esse  aceidentis  plus  est  in  sitbjecto,  &°e. 
Aristot.        Crea/ura  sine  Deo  nihil  potest,  6rc.  Isidor. 


2176,  How  it  is  that  God  is  to  every  one  of 
His  Children  alone. 

It  is  observed  that  a  mathematical  point  hath  no  parts,  it  is  one, 
indivisible  ;  for  let  a  thousand  lines  come  to  one  point,  every  one 
hath  the  whole,  and  yet  there  is  but  one  that  answers  all,  because 
it  is  indivisible,  and  every  one  hath  all.  So  it  is  with  God,  though 
there  be  many  thousands  that  He  loves  dearly,  yet  every  one  of 
them  hath  the  Lord  wholly ;  for  that  which  is  infinite  hath  no 
parts,  and  therefore  He  bestows  Himself  not  partly  on  one  and 
partly  on  another ;  but  He  bestows  all  Himself  on  every  one,  and 
expects  that  every  one  should  do  the  like  unto  Him. 


Pierre  du  Moulin,  Traicte  He  f  Amour  de  Dim. 

2177.  Excess  of  Apparel  condemned. 


That  heavy  things  are  thundered  against  those  curious  dames  of 
Jerusalem  by  the  prophet  Isaiah,  who  being  himseif  a  courtier, 
inveighs  as  punctually  against  the  noble  vanity  of  apparel,  as  if  he 
had  late  viewed  the  ladies'  wardrobes  ;  and  our  Saviour  finds  fault 
with  the  Scribes  that  loved  to  go  in  long  clothing,  Mark  xii.  38. 
But  to  come  nearer,  in  the  year  1580,  great  rufis  with  huge  wide 
sets,  and  cloaks  reaching  almost  to  the  ancles,  no  less  comely  than 
of  great  expense,  were  restrained  here  by  proclamation,  saith  Mr. 
Camden  ;  and  need  we  not  the  like  law  now,  when  so  many  prodi- 
gals turn  rents  into  rulfs,  and  lands  into  lace,  singulis  aurilms  Mm 
ant  /arm  pctuiunt patrimonia,  as  Seneca  hath  it,  hang  two  or  three 
patrimonies  at  their  ears,  a  pretty  grove  upon  their  backs,  a  reason- 
able lordship  or  living  about  their  necks,  from  whence  both  St. 
Cyprian  and  St.  Augustine  drew  up  this  conclusion,  that  super- 
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fluous  apparel  is  worse  than  whoredom,  because  whoredom 
corrupts  chastity,  but  this  corrupts  nature? 

Camden,  in  Vita  Elitab,      John  Trap's  Com.  on  Matth.  »i.  29. 

2178.  God  to  be  seen  in  the  JVorks  of  the 
Creation. 

A  godly  ancient  being  asked  by  a  profane  philosopher,  how 
could  contemplate  high  things,  sith  he  had  no  books,  wisely 
answered,  That  he  had  the  whole  world  for  his  book  ready  open  at 
all  times,  and  in  all  places,  and  that  he  could  therein  read  things 
heavenly  and  divine.  And  most  true  it  is,  that  God  is  to  be  seen 
and  admired  in  the  works  of  the  Creation ;  there  is  not  a  flower  in 
the  field,  not  a  pile  of  grass  we  tread  on,  but  sets  forth  God  unto 
us  in  very  lively  colours  ;  so  that  not  to  see  Him,  is  to  incur  the 
curse  He  hath  denounced  against  such  as  regard  not  the  work  of 
the  Lord,  i.  e.,  the  first  making ;  neither  consider  the  operation  of 
His  hands,  ;'.  e.,  the  wise  disposing  of  His  creatures  for  our  good, 
Isaiah  v.  12. 

Ant.  Eremita  apud  Augustin.  tie  Doct.  Christ.,  Lib.  i        Reftrt  qualibet  htria 

Dtum.  Ovid. 

2179.  To  Keep  close  to  the  IVord  of  God  in 
Seeking  after  Christ. 

It  is  the  observation  of  a  good  man  now  with  God,  Bishop 
Hooper,  that  the  wise  men  travelling  to  find  Christ,  followed  only 
the  star,  and  as  long  as  they  saw  it,  they  were  assured  that  they 
were  in  the  right  way,  and  had  great  mirth  in  their  journey  ;  but 
when  they  entered  into  Jerusalem,  (whereas  the  star  led  them  not 
thither,  but  unto  Bethlehem,)  and  there  would  be  instructed  where 
Christ  was  born  ;  they  were  not  only  ignorant  of  the  place  where, 
but  they  had  lost  the  sight  of  the  star  that  should  guide  them 
thither.  Whereof  we  learn  in  any  case,  that  whilst  we  be  going  to 
leam  Christ,  to  seek  Christ,  which  is  above,  to  beware  we  lose 
the  star  of  God's  Word,  who  only  is  the  mark  that  show 
where  Christ  is,  and  which  way  we  may  come  to  Him.  T 
are  the  good  man's  own  words  ;  whereunto  may  be  added, 
whereas  David  made  the  Word  of  God  a  lantern  to  his  feet, 
Jight  unto  his  paths,  Psalm  cxix.  105,  we  would  not  suffer  oursel 
to  be  Jed  aside  by  every  fgnti  fatuus,  every  false  fire  that  prcs 
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itself  unto  us,  but  to  keep  close  to  the  Word  of  God,  which  will 
bring  us  to  the  knowledge  of  Christ  here,  and  the  full  enjoyment 
of  Him  hereafter. 

Bishop  Hooper,  in  a  Letter  to  Mistress  Anne  Warcup.       Acts  and  Monument! 
oj  the  Church,  by  J".  Fox.        Recurrendum  est  ad  solas  Scriptural.    P.  de 

2180.  What  tt  is  to  Trust  m  God  really 
and  truly. 

There  was  a  king  of  this  land,  that  being  engaged  in  war,  sent  to 
the  general  of  his  army  to  spare  such  a  city,  yet  he  had  a  command 
under  the  broad  seal  and  the  king's  own  hand  to  do  it,  and  to  dis- 
obey his  warrant  was  death;  but  withal  the  king  gave  him  private  in- 
structions to  destroy  the  city,  and  in  so  doing  he  would  save  him 
harmless.  The  general  did  so,  and  trusted  the  king  for  his  life, 
so  that  if  he  had  failed  him  he  had  been  utterly  destroyed.  Thus, 
if  a  man  be  brought  to  such  an  exigent,  if  he  will  trust  God  in 
such  a  case,  as  wherein  if  He  fail  him,  he  is  undone ;  so  to  lean 
upon  God,  that  if  He  slip  away  he  sinketh ;  so  to  be  unbottomed 
of  himself  and  every  creature,  so  to  cast  himself  upon  God,  that 
if  He  step  aside  he  is  like  to  perish ;  this  is  to  trust  in  God  really 
and  truly. 

J.  Preston  of  Effect.  Love,  on  I  Thess.  I  3.       Si  seeviat  mitndus,  si  Jrenuit 
maiignui,  &v.t  tit  es  spes  men,  Domine.  Bernard. 

2  r  8 1 .  The  Monstrous  Sin  of  Ingratitude. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  in  a  letter  of  hers  to  Henry  IV.,  King  of 
France,  amongst  many  other  expressions,  hath  this  upon  the  sin 
of  ingratitude,  That  if  there  were  any  unpardonable  sin  in  the 
world,  such  as  the  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  was  ingratitude ; 
Call  me  unthankful,  said  another,  and  you  call  me  all  that  naught 
is.  And  without  all  doubt  such  a  vice  it  is,  that  nature  frowns  at, 
though  she  smile  at  many  others.  Nay,  it  is  a  monster  in  nature, 
a  solecism  in  manners,  a  paradox  in  divinity,  an  ugly  sin,  insomuch 
that  Christ  Himself  joined  the  evil  and  unthankful  together, 
Luke  vi.  35. 

Cuiieim.  Oimd.  Eli*.        Ingrntum  si  dizeru,  £rv.    David  J 'u  reus  in 
Matth.  v.  6. 
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2182.  How  it  is  that  Faith  is  said  to  be  Made 
Perfect  by  IVorks. 

As  one  that  professeth,  that  he  hath  an  art,  and  that  he  is  able  to 
do  this  and  that  by  his  art :  now  if  he  make  up  some  exquisi 
piece  of  workmanship,  by  that  he  is  said  to  make  good  his  art 
as  when  we  say,  such  and  such  trees  are  good,  because  they  h 
sap  in  them,  they  are  not  dead  trees,  yet  for  all  this  the  tree  is 
made  perfect  by  the  fruit.  So  faith  by  works  is  made  perfect ; 
not  that  works  put  life  into  faith ;  the  sap  must  first  be  in  (he 
tree,  and  then  it  bringeth  forth  fruit ;  so  there  must  be  first  a  life 
in  faith,  and  then  it  bringeth  forth  good  works  :  so  that  when  it  is 
said,  Faith  is  made  perfect  by  works,  the  meaning  is,  that  faith  is 
made  good  by  works,  that  works  declare  faith  to  be  right  as  the 
fruit  doth  declare  the  tree  to  have  sap. 

J.  Preston,  Treat,  of  Effectual  Faith.       Per  fructum  itignoscitiir  arbor. 


2183.  How  to  make  Trial  of  Faith,  whether 

it  be  Right  or  not. 

Take  a  cup  of  wine,  and  if  you  would  know  whether  it  be  good 
or  not,  drink  it  off ;  but  if  it  heat  you  not  warm  you  not  at  the 
heart,  quicken  you  not,  nor  in  any  way  revive  your  spirits,  you  will 
say,  it  is  naught,  flat  and  dead  ;  had  it  been  good  wine,  it  would 
have  done  all  this ;  then  if  you  come  to  plants,  and  find  no  fruit, 
nor  leaves,  you  say,  this  plant  is  dead  ;  if  you  come  to  take  a  dram 
of  physic,  and  it  do  not  work,  you  say,  it  is  bad  physic ;  and  so  if 
you  take  leaven,  and  put  it  into  the  dough,  if  it  sour  not  the  lump, 
you  say,  it  is  a  dead  leaven,  a  counterfeit.  Thus,  if  a  man  f 
not  faith  in  the  operation  thereof,  .that  it  works  not  a  gene 
change  in  the  soul,  that  it  fires  not  the  heart  with  love  to  Chi 
if  there  be  no  life  in  it,  then  let  such  a  man  know  that  lie  is 
ceived,  his  faith  is  not  right,  not  effectual,  not  any  way  conduc 
to  life  eternal. 


J}ich.  de  Afediavilla,  Clavis  David.        Tunc  ertim  ftdelei  veraeiter  sumus, 
Greg.  Horn.  29.      Tu  dicis  quod  etcdis,/ac  quod  diets  et  fides  tit,  &c. 
mjoh. 
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2184.  The  Proposal  of  Rewards  and  Punish- 
ments very  useful  to  the  Bringing  into 
Christ. 

A  spouse  that  is  considering  with  herself  whether  she  should  marry 
such  a  husband  or  not,  begin  neth  to  consider  what  she  should 
be  without  him,  and  what  she  shall  have  with  him  ;  she  considers 
him  perhaps  as  one  that  will  pay  her  debts,  and  make  her  honour- 
able, «kc,  and  yet  it  may  be  she  considers  not  the  man  all  this 
while.  However,  these  considerations  are  good  preparatives  to 
draw  her  on  to  give  encertainment  to  him;  but  after  some  con- 
verse and  acquaintance  with  the  person,  she  comes  to  like  the  man 
himself  so  well  that  she  is  content  to  have  him,  though  she  have 
nothing  with  him ;  and  so  she  gives  her  full  and  free  consent  to 
him,  and  the  match  is  made  up  betwixt  them,  out  of  true  and  sin- 
cere free  love  and  liking.  Thus  it  is,  that  the  proposals  of  rewards 
and  punishments  are,  as  it  were,  a  beginning,  a  prodromus,  a  good 
introduction  to  the  full  sight  and  fruition  of  God,  when  it  is  that 
men  begin  at  first  to  consider  their  own  misery  most,  and  that  if 
they  should  apply  themselves  to  other  things  as  remedies,  they 
would  be  still  to  seek,  for  there  is  a  vanity  in  all  things,  Eccles. 
i.  2,  and  if  to  themselves,  that  they  cannot  help  themselves  in 
time  of  trouble,  therefore  they  judge  that  they  must  go  to  Almighty 
God,  who  is  able  to  do  more  than  all,  and  to  rid  them  out  of 
misery;  and  they  consider  that  going  to  Him  they  shall  have 
Heaven  besides ;  yet  all  this  while  they  consider  not  the  Lord's 
power ;  however,  this  consideration  makes  way,  that  God  and 
they  may  meet  and  speak  together,  it  brings  their  hearts  to  give 
way,  that  the  Lord  may  come  to  them,  it  causeth  them  to  attend 
to  Him,  to  look  upon  Him,  to  converse  with  Him,  to  admit  Him 
as  a  suitor,  and  to  be  acquainted  with  Him,  and  whilst  they  are 
thus  conversing  with  Him,  God  reveals  Himself.  And  then  being 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  Him  in  Himself,  they  love  Him  for 
Himself,  are  willing  to  seek  His  presence,  to  seek  Him  for  a  hus- 
band, though  all  other  things  were  removed  from  Him.  And  now 
the  match  is  made  up,  and  not  till  now,  and  then  they  so  look 
upon  Him,  that  if  all  other  advantages  were  taken  away,  they 
would  yet  still  love  Him,  and  not  leave  him  for  all  the  world's  en- 
joyments. 

J.  Pratorit  Golden  S(tptre.        Pramiij  dutm  mngnorum  virorum  animiexci- 
Lsniitr.    Arn.  Perron,  Lib.\\.       Jamque  optu  exegi,  d-f.  Oi>id,ult. 
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2 1 85.  No  Man  a  Loser  by  Giving  up  himse 

■unto  God. 

It  is  said  of  vapours,  that  rising  out  of  the  earth,  the  heavens 
turn  them  again  in  pure  water,  much  clearer,  and  more  refi 
than  they  received  them  ;  or  as  it  is  said  of  the  earth,  that  rec 
ing  the  sea  water  and  puddle-water,  it  gives  it  better  than  it  receiv 
it  in  the  springs  and  fountains,  for  it  strains  the  water  and  purifies 
it,  that  whereas  when  it  came  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth  it  was 
muddy,  salt,  and  brinish,  it  returns  pure,  clear,  and  fresh,  as  out 
of  the  well-head  waters  are  well  known  to  come.  Thus,  if  men 
would  but  give  up  their  heart's  desire,  and  the  strength  of  their 
affections  unto  God,  He  would  not  only  give  them  back  again,  but 
withal  much  better  than  when  He  received  them,  their  affections 
should  be  more  pure,  their  thoughts  and  all  the  faculties  of  soul 
and  body  should  be  renewed,  cleansed,  beautified,  and  put  into  a 
far  better  condition  than  formerly  they  were. 

Gab.  Inchini  Sca/a  CaJi.        Et  tibi  (crtde  m  'thi)  tempera  veris  erunt.  Ovid, 

Fast.  i. 

2186.  Ignorance  and  Wilfulness  ill  met. 

It  is  a  maritime  observation  that  if  a  thick  fog  darken  the  air, 
there  is  then  (the  great  God  of  Heaven  and  earth  having  in  His 
providence  so  ordered  it)  no  storm,  no  tempestuous  weather ;  and 
if  it  be  so  that  a  storm  arise,  then  the  sky  is  somewhat  clear  and 
lightsome  ;  for  were  it  otherwise,  no  ship  at  sea,  nor  boat  in  any 
navigable  river  could  ride  or  sail  in  safety,  but  would  clash  and 
fall  foul  one  upon  another.  Such  is  the  sad  condition  of  every 
soul  amongst  us,  wherein  ignorance  and  wilfulness  have  set  up 
their  rest  together  ;  and  why  1  because  that  if  a  man  were  ignorant 
only,  and  not  wilful,  then  the  breath  of  wholesome  precepts  and 
good  counsel  might  in  time  expel  those  thick  mists  of  darkness 
that  cloud  his  understanding  ;  and  were  he  wilful  and  not  ignorant, 
then  it  were  to  be  hoped,  that  God  in  His  good  time  would  rectify 
his  mind,  and  bring  him  to  the  knowledge  of  Himself ;  but  when 
the  storm  and  the  fog  meet,  when  wilfulness  and  ignorance  (as  at 
this  day  amongst  the  Jews,  and  too,  too  many  Christians)  do  close 
together,  nothing  without  the  greater  mercies  of  God  can  befal 
that  poor  shipwrecked  soul,  but  ruin  and  destruction. 

T.  Fuller's  Serm.  at  St.  Brides,  London,  1655,  occasioned  by  a  motion  of 
bringing  the  yews  into  England.  Eheu  quam  miservs  tramite  devio 
s/A/utit  ignorantia,  6*f.    Boet.  lii.  8. 


2187.  Unsteadfastness,  Giddiness,  &c,  in  the 
Profession  of  Religion,  reproved. 

It  is  said  of  an  intoxicated  man,  who  (the  liquor  being  busy  in 
his  brain)  fancied  himself  at  sea  in  a  great  storm,  in  present  danger 
of  shipwreck,  and  thought  there  was  a  necessity  of  lightening  the 
ship,  and  throwing  some  of  the  lading  overboard,  that  he  threw 
the  goods  of  his  house  out  at  the  windows.  Thus  it  is  that  this 
age  hath  been  taken  with  an  unhappy  vertigo,  which  hath  made 
some  men  not  keep  the  ground  they  first  stood  upon  ;  and  wanton 
delight  hath  possessed  many  men  to  be  meddling,  trying  of  experi- 
ments, and  ringing  changes ;  nay,  so  distempered  have  divers  been, 
that  like  the  drunken  man  they  have  fancied  a  great  necessity  of 
abolishing  and  throwing  away,  what  they  would  have  done  better 
to  hav<;  kept. 

Athetutus.       Geo.  /fall's  Serm.  at  St.  Paul's,  to  tiu  Sons  of  Ministers,  1655. 

2188.  Men  in  the  Midst  of  their  Worldly 
Contrivances  Prevented  by  Death. 

As  it  is  with  a  man,  being  come  to  some  great  fair  or  market  with 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  about  him,  who  whilst  he  is  walking  in 
the  throng,  considering  with  himself  how  he  should  lay  out  his 
money  to  the  best  advantage,  some  sly  fellow  either  cuts  his  purse, 
oral  unawares  dives  into  his  pocket,  and  there  is  an  end  of  all  his 
marketing.  So  it  is  with  the  most  of  men,  that  whilst  they  are  in 
the  midst  of  all  their  secular  employments,  and  as  it  were  crowded 
in  the  throng  of  worldly  contrivances,  how  to  secure  such  a  ship, 
advantage  trade,  compass  such  and  such  a  bargain,  purchase  such 
and  such  lands,  &c.  (things  in  themselves  with  necessary  cautions 
not  unlawful,)  in  steps  death,  cuts  the  thread  of  their  life,  spoils 
all  their  trade,  and  lays  their  glory  in  the  dust 

Step  A.  Mtu  ifi all's  Serm.  at  Westminster.     f/eu  mortem  invisam,  <5rY.  Ma/A. 
Vegiits  in  Appendice  Virgil. 

2189.  Riches,  their  Usefulness  in  Point  of 
Calamity. 

Nugas,  the  Scythian  king,  despising  the  rich  presents  and  orna- 
ments that  were  sent  unto  him  by  Michael  Paleologus,  Emperor  of 
Constantinople,  asked  him  that  brought  them  whether  those  things 


506  SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &c. 

2194.  The  Grace  of  God  is  all  in  all. 

We  get  aqua-vita:  ready  against  qualms,  bezoar  stone  and  cor- 
dial against  fits  ;  it  was  well  said  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lake,  late 
Bishop  of  Bath,  when  in  the  time  of  his  sickness  a  cordial  was 
tendered  unto  him  :  O,  (said  he,)  the  cordial  of  cordials  which  I 
daily  take,  is  this :  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth  us  from 
all  our  sins,  1  John  i.  7  ;  and  it  is  true,  that  art  is  blind  and  often 
posed  ;  nature  weak  and  often  soiled  (like  a  bow  that  must  not  be 
drawn  beyond  compass) :  only  the  grace  of  God  is  all  in  all,  helps 
all,  Ephes.  id.  5  ;  get  but  that  and  you  may  sleep  in  a  dungeon ; 
want  all,  and  yet  have  all :  want  that,  and  a  flea  may  break  your 
sleep,  and  a  hand-writing  dash  all  your  mirth  in  pieces. 

Sob.  Harris,  Filer's  Enlargement. 

2195.  Promises  without  Abilities  of  Perfor- 

mance not  to  be  Regarded. 

Iw  the  country  Carinensis  of  Spain,  there  is  a  river  that  shows  all 
the  fish  in  it  to  be  like  gold,  but  take  them  into  your  hand,  they 
appear  in  their  natural  kind  and  colour.  Such  are  promises,  and 
specious  pretences  of  love,  in  his  mouth  that  would  obtain  his 
purpose ;  bring  them  to  the  touch,  and  thou  shalt  find  all  is  not 
gold  that  glitters.  Great  boast  and  small  roast  will  never  fill  the 
belly  ;  he  therefore  that  will  engage  himself  into  any  great  action, 
upon  promise  of  great  assistance,  if  he  be  not  as  sure  of  his  friend's 
ability  in  power  as  readiness  in  will,  he  reckons  without  his  host, 
and  sits  down  with  the  loss. 

Plin.  Hist.,  Lib.  Hi.  cap.  103.       Sir  Rob.  Dallington's  Aphorisms,  Mai 

potior  telis  vulnera  jaeta  meis.    Ovid,  Ep. 

2196.  The  Workings  of  God  in  the  Deliver- 
ance of  H is  People  are  various. 

When  God  said  to  Paul,  that  all  the  souls  with  him  should 
safe,  Acts  xxvii.  24,  there  were  divers  means  used,  all  were  not 
able  to  swim  to  the  shore,  and  the  ship  was  not  able  to  bring  them 
all  to  the  shore,  but  yet  by  broken  boards,  and  by  one  means  or 
other  all  got  to  the  shore.  60  the  Lord  brings  things  to  pass  in 
a  strange  manner,  sometimes  by  one  way,  sometimes  by  another ; 
if  one  way  do  not  hold,  aiwAVitt  shall ;  He  breaks  in  pieces  many 
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limes  the  ship  that  we  think  should  bring  us  to  the  shore,  but 
then  He  casts  us  on  such  planks  as  we  little  thought  on,  opens  a 
door  for  our  deliverance  that  we  little  dreamt  of. 

J.  Preston's  Covenant.       Fata  viam  invenient.  Virgil. 

2197.  Kings,  Princes,  Governors,  &c,  to  be 
Regarded  by  those  that  are  under  them. 

All  the  members  of  the  body  have  care  one  of  the  other,  but  es- 
pecially of  the  head  and  the  heart.  If  the  head  do  but  ache,  all 
the  humours  of  the  arms  run  to  the  head,  and  therefore  the  arms 
become  small  and  slender,  because  they  want  their  proper  nurture. 
And  so,  if  the  heart  be  sick,  or  in  danger,  or  in  fear,  the  outward 
heat  retires  inward  to  comfort  the  heart,  so  that  the  body  looks 
outwardly  pale  :  yea,  if  the  head  or  the  heart  be  in  danger  (peri- 
culis  se  exponunt),  the  other  members  will  hazard  limb  and  life  to 
save  them.  Thus  should  all  subjects  do  for  the  king  their  head, 
they  ought  to  have  special  care  of  him  ;  they  are  to  care  one  for 
another,  to  pray  one  for  another,  and  to  do  good  one  for  another, 
but  especially  for  kings  and  princes,  and  those  that  are  in  autho- 
rity, 1  Tim.  ii.  2 ;  they  are  to  prefer  their  lives  before  ten  thousand 
of  their  own,  as  the  people  of  Israel  did,  a  Sam.  xviii.  3  ;  for  if  a 
member,  or  some  of  the  inferior  members  be  cut  off,  yet  the  body 
may  live,  and  do  indifferently  well,  but  if  the  head  be  taken  off,  if 
the  king  be  set  aside,  actum  est  de  republica,  that  kingdom,  that 
people  cannot  stand  long. 

yah.  Evans'  Treat,  of  Nature  and  Crace. 

2198.  Christ  the  Proper  Object  of  the  Soul. 

There  is  no  agent  that  takes  any  rest  or  contentment  but  in  its 
proper  object ;  if  a  man  had  all  the  musical  raptures,  and  melo- 
dious harmony  in  the  whole  world  before  him,  he  could  not  hear 
it  with  his  eyes,  because  it  is  the  proper  object  of  the  ear;  if  never 
so  triumphant  shows,  or  courtly  masques,  he  could  not  see  them 
with  his  ears,  because  they  are  the  proper  object  of  the  eye.  So 
it  is  with  the  soul  of  man,  if  it  were  possible  that  all  the  treasures, 
pleasures,  honours,  preferments,  and  delights  which  the  world 
doth  affect  were  presented  and  tendered  to  the  soul,  yet  would 
they  not  afford  unto  it  any  true  satisfaction,  because  they  be  not 
the  proper  object  and  centre  of  the  soul  j  it  is  the  Lotd  ot^,  ut 
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2194.  The  Grace  of  God  is  all  in  all. 

We  get  aqua-vitae  ready  against  qualms,  bezoar  stone  and 
dial  against  fits ;  it  was  well  said  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lake,  la 
Bishop  of  Bath,  when  in  the  time  of  his  sickness  a  cordial  w 
tendered  unto  him  :  O,  (said  he,)  the  cordial  of  cordials  which 
daily  take,  is  this  :  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth  us  from 
all  our  sins,  1  John  i.  7  ;  and  it  is  true,  that  art  is  blind  and  often 
posed  ;  nature  weak  and  often  soiled  {like  a  bow  that  must  not  be 
drawn  beyond  compass) :  only  the  grace  of  God  is  all  in  all,  helps 
all,  Ephes.  ii.  5  ;  get  but  that  and  you  may  sleep  in  a  dungeon ; 
want  all,  and  yet  have  all :  want  that,  and  a  flea  may  break  your 
sleep,  and  a  hand-writing  dash  all  your  mirth  in  pieces. 

Rob.  Jfarrit,  Peter's  Enlargement 

2195.  Promises  without  Abilities  of  Perfor- 

mance not  to  be  Regarded. 

In  the  country  Carinensis  of  Spain,  there  is  a  river  that  shows  a 
the  fish  in  it  to  be  like  gold,  but  take  them  into  your  hand,  they 
appear  in  their  natural  kind  and  colour.  Such  are  promises,  and 
specious  pretences  of  love,  in  his  mouth  that  would  obtain  his 
purpose ;  bring  them  to  the  touch,  and  thou  shalt  find  all  is  not 
gold  that  glitters.  Great  boast  and  small  roast  will  never  fill  the 
belly  ;  he  therefore  that  will  engage  himself  into  any  great  action, 
upon  promise  of  great  assistance,  if*  he  be  not  as  sure  of  his  friend's 
ability  in  power  as  readiness  in  will,  he  reckons  without  his  host, 
and  sits  down  with  the  loss. 

P/itt.  Hist.,  Lib.  iii.  eap.  103.       Sir  Rob.  Dallingtoris  Aphorisms.  Httt 
fa  tier  telii  vulnera  /acta  meis.    Ovid,  Ep. 

2196.  The  Workings  of  God  in  the  Delive 
ance  of  His  People  are  "various. 

When  God  said  to  Paul,  that  all  the  souls  with  him  should 
safe,  Acts  xxvii.  24,  there  were  divers  means  used,  all  were  n 
able  to  swim  to  the  shore,  and  the  ship  was  not  able  to  bring  the 
all  to  the  shore,  but  yet  by  broken  boards,  and  by  one  means 
other  all  got  to  die  shore.  So  the  Lord  brings  things  to  pass  in 
a  strange  manner,  sometimes  by  one  way,  sometimes  by  another ; 
if  one  way  do  not  hold,  another  shall ;  He  breaks  in  pieces  many 
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mes  the  ship  that  we  think  should  bring  us  to  the  shore,  but 
then  He  casts  us  on  such  planks  as  we  little  thought  on,  opens  a 
door  for  our  deliverance  that  we  little  dreamt  of. 


2197.  Kings,  Princes,  Governors,  &c.,  to  be 
Regarded  by  those  that  are  under  them. 

All  the  members  of  the  body  have  care  one  of  the  other,  but  es- 
pecially of  the  head  and  the  heart.  If  the  head  do  but  ache,  all 
the  humours  of  the  arms  run  to  the  head,  and  therefore  the  arms 
become  small  and  slender,  because  they  want  their  proper  nurture. 
And  so,  if  the  heart  be  sick,  or  in  danger,  or  in  fear,  the  outward 
heat  retires  inward  to  comfort  the  heart,  so  that  the  body  looks 
outwardly  pale  :  yea,  if  the  head  or  the  heart  be  in  danger  {peri- 
culis  se  exponitnt),  the  other  members  will  hazard  limb  and  life  to 
save  them.  Thus  should  all  subjects  do  for  the  king  their  head, 
they  ought  to  have  special  care  of  him  ;  they  are  to  care  one  for 
another,  to  pray  one  for  another,  and  to  do  good  one  for  another, 
but  especially  for  kings  and  princes,  and  those  that  are  in  autho- 
rity, 1  Tim.  iL  2 ;  they  are  to  prefer  their  lives  before  ten  thousand 
of  their  own,  as  the  people  of  Israel  did,  2  Sam.  xviii.  3  ;  for  if  a 
member,  or  some  of  the  inferior  members  be  cut  off,  yet  the  body 
may  live,  and  do  indifferently  well,  but  if  the  head  be  taken  off,  if 
the  king  be  set  aside,  actum  est  de  republica,  that  kingdom,  that 
people  cannot  stand  long. 


2198.  Christ  the  Proper  Object  of  the  Soul. 

There  is  no  agent  that  takes  any  rest  or  contentment  but  in  its 
proper  object ;  if  a  man  had  all  the  musical  raptures,  and  melo- 
dious harmony  in  the  whole  world  before  him,  he  could  not  hear 
it  with  his  eyes,  because  it  is  the  proper  object  of  the  ear ;  if  never 
so  triumphant  shows,  or  courtly  masques,  he  could  not  see  them 
with  his  ears,  because  they  are  the  proper  object  of  the  eye.  So 
it  is  with  the  soul  of  man,  if  it  wete  possible  that  all  the  treasures, 
pleasures,  honours,  preferments,  and  delights  which  the  world 
doth  affect  were  presented  and  tendered  to  the  soul,  yet  would 
they  not  afford  unto  it  any  true  satisfaction,  because  they  be  not 
the  proper  object  and  centre  of  the  soul ;  it  is  the  Lord  only,  01 


J.  Preston' t  Covenant. 


Fata  viatn  invenient. 


Virgil. 


"Joh.  Evans'  Treat,  of  Nature  and  Grace. 
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as  a  godly  martyr  said  once,  None  but  Christ,  none  but  Christ,  i 
compass  the  soul  about  with  true  content  and  comfort 

Aristot.  Physica.       Joh.  Evans,  ut  antea. 

2199.  Satan's  Ann  at  those  that  have  most  oj 
God  and  Religion  in  them. 

Pirates  and  such  as  are  robbers  at  sea,  slightly  pass  by  smaller 
vessels  that  are  but  poorly  freighted,  whilst  ships  that  are  richly 
laden,  and  furnished  with  merchantable  commodities,  become  the 
object  of  their  greedy  thoughts,  at  whom  they  make  the  strongest 
opposition,  and  for  the  gaining  of  whom,  rather  than  fail,  they  will 
hazard  their  lives  to  die  utmost  of  danger  imaginable.  Thus  it  is 
that  Satan,  that  arch-pirate,  lets  poor  silly  ignorant  souls  alone, 
such  as  by  their  own  defaults  are  but  as  so  many  empty  vessels 
floating  on  the  sea  of  this  world.  Oh,  but  when  he  spies  out  a 
rich  soul  laden  with  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  that  hath  much  of  God, 
Christ,  and  Heaven  in  it,  there  it  is  that  he  bends  all  his  forces, 
and  against  such  a  soul  it  is  that  he  raiseth  all  his  strength,  that 
so,  if  possible,  he  may  bring  it  under  his  more  than  miserable 
subjection. 

G.ib.  Inchini  Scala  Cali.      Aquila  mm  capit  muscas.  Erasm.  Adag.  I'ii/ids 

incumbit  rain's,  onintm  movit  lapidem,  &"C. 

2200.  Sin  to  be  Abhorred  as  the  Cause  of 
Christ's  Death. 

After  Julius  Caasar  was  treacherously  murdered  in  the  senate- 
house,  Antonius  brought  forth  his  coat,  all  bloody,  cut,  ami 
mangled,  and  laying  it  open  to  the  view  of  the  public,  said,  Look, 
here  is  your  emperor's  coat,  and  as  the  bloody-minded  conspira- 
tors have  dealt  by  it,  so  have  they  also  with  Csesar's  body ;  where- 
upon they  were  all  in  an  uproar,  crying  out  to  slay  those  mur- 
derers :  then  they  took  the  tables  and  stools  that  were  in  the  place 
and  set  them  on  fire,  and  ran  to  the  houses  of  the  conspirators, 
and  burnt  them  down  to  the  ground.  But  behold  a  greater  than 
Cxsar,  even  the  Lord  Jesus  Himself,  all  bloody,  rent,  and  torn  for 
the  sins  of  the  world.  How  then  when  we  look  on  sin  as  the  cause 
of  His  death,  and  seriously  consider  that  sin  hath  slain  the  Lord 
of  Life,  should  our  hearts  be  provoked  to  be  revenged  on  sin  1 
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phsestion,  says  he,  loves  me  as  I  am  Alexander,  but  Craterus  loves 
me  as  I  am  King  Alexander ;  so  that  the  one  loved  him  for  his 
person,  the  other  for  the  benefits  he  received  by  him.  Thus  some 
Nathaniels  there  be  that  love  Christ  for  His  person,  for  His  per- 
sonal excellencies,  for  His  personal  beauty,  for  His  personal  glory, 
they  see  those  perfections  of  grace  and  holiness  in  Christ,  that 
would  render  Him  very  lovely  and  desirable  in  their  eyes,  though 
they  should  never  get  a  kingdom  or  a  crown  by  Him.  But  so  it 
is,  that  most  of  those  (which  is  to  be  lamented)  do  it  only  in  re- 
spect of  the  benefit  they  receive  by  Him,  scarce  any  love  Christ 
but  for  His  rewards,  some  few  there  are  that  follow  Him  for  love, 
but  many  for  the  loaves ;  few  for  His  inward  excellencies,  many 
for  His  outward  advantages  ;  and  few  that  they  may  be  good  by 
Him,  but  many  that  they  may  be  made  great  by  Him. 

Quinlus  Curtius,        Diodorus,  Lib.  xvii.       Vix  diligitur  Jtsut  propter 
Jesum.  Aug. 

2205.  The  Dangerous  Use  0/  Riches. 

It  was  a  wise  and  Christian  speech  of  Charles  the  Fifth  to  the 
Duke  of  Venice,  who  when  he  had  showed  him  the  treasury  of  St. 
Mark,  and  the  glory  of  his  princely  palace,  instead  of  admiring  it, 
or  him  for  it,  only  returned  this  grave  and  serious  memento,  Hue 
sunt  qua  faciunt  invites  trwi,  These  are  the  things  that  make 
men  so  loth  to  die,  so  that  they  cry  out  with  St  Peter,  Bonum  est 
esse  hie,  It  is  good  to  be  here,  Matth.  xvii.  4 ;  but  that  of  Sl  Paul, 
Cupio  dissohi,  I  desire  to  be  dissolved,  and  to  be  with  Christ, 
which  is  best  of  alL  Phil.  i.  23,  they  cannot  abide  to  hear  of.  Thus 
it  is,  that  riches  not  well  used  prove  very  dangerous.  If  poverty 
with  Saul  has  killed  her  thousands,  riches  with  David  has  killed 
her  ten  thousands  ;  they  are  called  thorns,  and  that  not  impro- 
perly, as  piercing  both  head  and  heart,  the  head  with  cares  in 
getting  them,  and  the  heart  with  grief  in  parting  with  them  ;  many 
are  the  souls  that  riches  have  pierced  through  and  through  with 
many  sorrows ;  many  are  the  minds  that  riches-  have  blinded  ; 
many  the  hearts  that  riches  have  hardened  ;  many  the  wills  that 
riches  have  perverted  ;  many  the  affections  that  riches  have  dis- 
ordered ;  whereas  the  riches  that  are  to  be  found  in  Christ  Jesus 
are  such  as  will  neither  harm  nor  hurt  the  soul,  there  was  never 
any  that  was  ever  made  worse  by  them. 

Phil.  Ncpos,  Impp.  Vita.     Tho.  Snots'  Unsearchable  Riches  oj  Christ.  Plures 
11  im hi  congesta  petunia  turn  Straiigulat.    yuvtHat,  Sat.  x. 
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2206.  God's  Mercies  to  the  Worst 

Repenting. 

There  is  a  story  concerning  a  great  rebel,  that  ha 
party  against  one  of  the  Roman  emperors.  A  pr 
thereupon  sent  abroad,  that  whoever  could  bring  in 
or  alive,  he  should  have  a  great  sum  of  money 
The  rebel  hearing  of  it,  comes  and  presenting  hin 
emperor  demands  the  sum  of  money  proposed, 
bethinks  himself  that  if  he  should  put  him  to  d 
would  be  ready  to  say  that  he  did  it  to  save  his  mt 
freely  pardoned  the  rebel,  and  gave  him  the  mon 
was  light  in  a  dark  lantern,  mercy  in  a  very  heat 
such  a  one  do  thus,  that  had  but  a  drop  of  mercy  ; 
in  him  1  and  will  not  Christ  do  much  more,  that ! 
of  grace  and  mercy  in  Himself  1  Surely  His  bowe 
worst  of  sinners  repenting;  let  them  but  come  in 
find  Him  ready  to  pardon,  nay,  One  that  is  altoget 
pardoning  mercies,  Nehem.  ix.  17. 

jfeh.  Dodin 's  Ciitnmomiitalth.        Quid  est ptccatum  ad  Dona 
Tela  aranax  qua  vinto  fiante  nusquam  appartt.  CAryi 

2207.  Rulers,  Magistrates,  &c,  to 

Public  Spirit. 

It  is  written  of  Augustus  Caesar  (in  whose  time  C 
that  he  carried  such  an  entire  and  fatherly  affectii 
monwealth,  that  he  called  it  filiam  suam,  his  owt 
for  that  cause  refused  to  be  called  dominus  patt 
master  of  his  country,  because  he  ruled  not  by  feat 
that  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  people  were  very 
and  much. lamenting  his  loss,  said,  Ltittam  aut 
&C,  Would  he  had  never  been  born,  or  never  d 
were  Titus  and  Aristides,  and  many  others  botr. 
human  story,  as  Moses,  Nehemiah,  Daniel,  that  ha 
in  their  generations  for  preferring  the  public  good 
private  advantage.  And  it  were  heartily  to  be 
rulers,  magistrates,  &c,  may  be  so  spirited  by  Goc 
be  willing  to  be  anything,  to  be  nothing,  to  empty 
selves,  and  to  trample  their  sinful  selves  under  foe 
honour  of  God  and  the  public  good  ;  that  so  nc 
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heathens  may  be  witnesses  against  them  in  that  day  wherein  the 
hearts  and  practices  of  all  the  rulers  of  the  earth  shall  be  laid  open 
and  bare  before  Him  that  shall  judge  the  world  in  righteousness 
and  true  judgment 

Macrobii  Saturnal.      Suetonius.       Nec  tibi  net  tua  te  movant  sed  publico, 
vota.    Claud.  Hono.  iv. 

2208.  The  Heavy  Weight  of  Government  ill 

Attained. 

Sddonius  Apollinaris  relateth  how  a  certain  man,  named  Maxi- 
mus,  who  arriving  at  the  top  of  greatness,  and  that  by  means  suffi- 
ciently indirect,  was  the  very  first  day  of  his  government  much 
wearied  and  perplexed  in  his  thoughts,  insomuch,  that  fetching  a 
deep  sigh,  he  broke  out  into  this  expression :  Oh,  Damocles  !  how 
happy  wast  thou  for  having  been  a  king  for  a  dinner-while, 
whereas  I  have  been  so  one  whole  day,  and  cannot  possibly  bear 
it  any  longer.  Thus  without  all  doubt  his  heart  and  head  too 
must  needs  ache,  whose  brows  are  empailed  with  a  crown  that  is 
ill  acquired,  his  shoulders  bow  whereon  lies  the  weight  of  a 
government  usurped,  and  his  hands  tremble  that  sways  the  sceptre 
of  an  ill-gotten  power  and  dominion. 

Sid.  Apoll.,  in  Operibus  cum  Com.  Joh.  Savar.       Vultu  tyrannut  possit  cue 

latissimo,  Intus  dolorts  std  fovet gravissimos.  Sophocles. 

2209.  Worldly  Professors  of  the  Gospel  re- 

proved. 

Melancthon  tells  a  story  of  an  abbot  that  lived  strictly,  walked 
demurely,  and  looked  humbly,  so  long  as  he  was  a  monk,  one  in 
somewhat  a  lower  form  in  the  monastery,  but  when  by  his  seem- 
ing extraordinary  sanctity  he  got  to  be  abbot,  he  grew  intolerably 
proud  and  insolent — that  being  asked  the  reason  of  it,  he  confessed 
that  his  former  lowly  looks  were  but  to  see  if  he  could  find  the 
keys  of  the  abbey.  Such  is  the  case  of  many  worldly  professors  at 
this  day — they  look  low,  that  they  may  rise  high ;  they  put  on  re- 
ligion but  as  a  cloak  to  cover  their  foul  designs,  so  that  they  are 
not  acted  from  spiritual  and  iutrinsical  principles,  as  from  the 
sense  of  divine  love  to  act  for  God,  sweetness  of  the  promises  to 
wait  on  God,  excellency  of  communion  with  God,  and  precura.* 
discoveries  that  the  soul  hath  formerly  had  at  fot  Y*w&Vj 

VOL.  IL  ^ 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &C. 


then  abused  his  naked  body  and  gave  it  up  to  children  and 
boys  to  be  lanced  with  their  penknives,  but  when  all  this  would 
not  do,  they  caused  him  to  be  set  in  the  sun,  having  his  naked 
body  anointed  all  over  with  honey,  that  so  he  might  be  bitten  and 
stung  to  death  by  flies  and  wasps,  and  all  this  cruelty  they  exer- 
cised upon  him  because  he  would  not  do  anything  towards  the  re- 
building of  that  idol  temple;  nay,  they  came  so  far  that  if  he 
would  give  but  a  halfpenny  towards  the  charge,  they  would  release 
him,  but  he  refused  all,  though  the  advancing  of  a  halfpenny  might 
have  been  the  saving  of  his  life,  and  in  doing  thus  he  did  but  live 
up  to  that  principle  that  most  Christians  talk  of,  but  few  come  up 
unto.  And  thus  it  is  that  all  of  us  must  choose  rather  to  suffer  the 
worst  of  torments  that  men  and  devils  can  inflict  than  to  commit 
the  least  sin,  wheieby  God  should  be  dishonoured,  our  conscien 
wounded,  religion  reproached,  and  our  souls  endangered. 

Suidai.       Niccph.  Hist.  Ecclts  ,  Lib.  x.  cap.  9.       Ut  exiguam  pecuni<z  po 
tionem  ilartt.    Thtodorcti  Hist.,  Lib.  iii.  cap.  6. 

2203.  Discretion  a  Main  Part  of  True 

Wisdom.  . 

A  father  that  had  three  sons  was  desirous  to  try  their  discreti 
which  he  did  by  giving  each  of  them  an  apple  that  had  some 
of  it  rotten.   The  first  eats  up  his  apple,  rotten  and  all ;  the  sec 
throws  all  his  away,  because  some  part  of  it  was  rotten ;  but 
third  picks  out  the  rotten,  and  eats  that  which  was  good, 
that  he  appeared  the  wisest.     Thus  some  in  these  days,  for  w 
of  discretion,  swallow  down  all  that  is  presented,  rotten  an 
sound  together;  others  throw  away  all  truth,  because  everything 
delivered  unto  them  is  not  truth ;  but  surely  they  are  the  wisest 
and  most  discreet  that  know  how  to  try  the  spirits,  whether  they 
be  of  God  or  not,  how  to  choose  the  good  and  refuse  the  evil. 

TAo  JSroois,  of  Assurance,  in  Ep.  Dcdicat.        Tblle  discrctitman,  ct  virt 
vitium  frit.  I'idor. 

2204.  The  Difference  betwixt  True  and 
Feigned  Love  unto  Christ. 

What  Alexander  said  of  his  two  friends  Hephaestion  and  Craterus, 
is  wade  good  in  the  practice  of  loo,  too  many  in  these  days  :  He- 
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heathens  may  be  witnesses  against  them  in  that  day  wherein  the 
hearts  and  practices  of  all  the  rulers  of  the  earth  shall  be  laid  open 
and  bare  before  Him  that  shall  judge  the  world  in  righteousness 
and  true  judgment. 

Macrebii  Salurnal.       Suetonius.        A'ec  tibi  ntc  tua  te  moveant  scd  publico, 
vein.    Claud.  //orti).  iv. 

2208.  The  Heavy  Weight  of  Government  ill 

Attained. 

Sidonius  Apollinaris  relateth  how  a  certain  man,  named  Maxi- 
mus,  who  arriving  at  the  top  of  greatness,  and  that  by  means  suffi- 
ciently indirect,  was  the  very  first  day  of  his  government  much 
wearied  and  perplexed  in  his  thoughts,  insomuch,  that  fetching  a 
deep  sigh,  he  broke  out  into  this  expression :  Oh,  Damocles  !  how 
happy  wast  thou  for  having  been  a  king  for  a  dinner-while, 
whereas  I  have  been  so  one  whole  day,  and  cannot  possibly  bear 
it  any  longer.  Thus  without  all  doubt  his  heart  and  head  too 
must  needs  ache,  whose  brows  are  empailed  with  a  crown  that  is 
ill  acquired,  his  shoulders  bow  whereon  lies  the  weight  of  a 
government  usurped,  and  his  hands  tremble  that  sways  the  sceptre 
of  an  ill-gotten  power  and  dominion. 

Sid.  Apoll.,  in  Operibus  cum  Com.  Joh.  Savar.       VuitH  tyramiits  possit  esse 
littissimc,  Intus  dolores  sed  fovct  gravis* imos.  Sophocles. 

2209.  Worldly  Professors  of  the  Gospel  re- 

proved. 

Melancthon  tells  a  story  of  an  abbot  that  lived  strictly,  walked 
demurely,  and  looked  humbly,  so  long  as  he  was  a  monk,  one  in 
somewhat  a  lower  form  in  the  monastery,  but  when  by  his  seem- 
ing extraordinary  sanctity  he  got  to  be  abbot,  he  grew  intolerably 
proud  and  insolent — that  being  asked  the  reason  of  it,  he  confessed 
that  his  former  lowly  looks  were  but  to  see  if  he  could  find  the 
keys  of  the  abbey.  Such  is  the  case  of  many  worldly  professors  at 
this  day — they  look  low,  that  they  may  rise  high  ;  they  put  on  re- 
ligion but  as  a  cloak  to  cover  their  foul  desigus,  so  that  they  are 
not  acted  from  spiritual  and  iutrinsical  principles,  as  from  the 
sense  of  divine  love  to  act  for  God,  sweetness  of  the  promises  to 
wait  on  God,  excellency  of  communion  with  God,  and  precious 
discoveries  that  the  soul  hath  formerly  had  of  the  beauty  and 
vol.  XL 
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2185.  No  Man  a  Loser  by  Giving  up  himsei 
unto  God. 

It  is  said  of  vapours,  that  rising  out  of  the  earth,  the  heavens  re- 
turn them  again  in  pure  water,  much  clearer,  and  more  refined 
than  they  received  them  ;  or  as  it  is  said  of  the  earth,  that  receiv- 
ing the  sea  water  and  puddle-water,  it  gives  it  better  than  it  received 
it  in  the  springs  and  fountains,  for  it  strains  the  water  and  purifies 
it,  that  whereas  when  it  came  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth  it  was 
muddy,  salt,  and  brinish,  it  returns  pure,  clear,  and  fresh,  as  out 
of  the  well-head  waters  are  well  known  to  come.  Thus,  if  men 
would  but  give  up  their  heart's  desire,  and  the  strength  of  their 
affections  unto  God,  He  would  not  only  give  them  back  again,  but 
withal  much  better  than  when  He  received  them,  their  affections 
should  be  more  pure,  their  thoughts  and  all  the  faculties  of  soul 
and  body  should  be  renewed,  cleansed,  beautified,  and  put  into  a 
far  better  condition  than  formerly  they  were. 


Gab.  Inckini  Sea  fa  Ctxli, 


Et  tibi  ( crede  miki)  tempera  verts  erunt. 
Fast.  i. 


CW, 


2186.  Ignorance  and  Wilf  ulness  ill  met. 

It  is  a  maritime  observation  that  if  a  thick  fog  darken  the 
there  is  then  (the  great  God  of  Heaven  and  earth  having  in 
providence  so  ordered  it)  no  storm,  no  tempestuous  weather ; 
if  it  be  so  that  a  storm  arise,  then  the  sky  is  somewhat  clear 
lightsome  ;  for  were  it  otherwise,  no  ship  at  sea,  nor  boat  in 
navigable  river  could  ride  or  sail  in  safety,  but  would  clash 
fall  foul  one  upon  another.  Such  is  the  sad  condition  of  c 
soul  amongst  us,  wherein  ignorance  and  wilfulness  have  set  up 
their  rest  together ;  and  why  1  because  that  if  a  man  were  igno; 
only,  and  not  wilful,  then  the  breath  of  wholesome  precepts 
good  counsel  might  in  time  expel  those  thick  mists  of  darka 
that  cloud  his  understanding  ;  and  were  he  wilful  and  not  ignorant, 
then  it  were  to  be  hoped,  that  God  in  His  good  time  would  rectify 
his  mind,  and  bring  him  to  the  knowledge  of  Himself ;  but  when 
the  storm  and  the  fog  meet,  when  wilfulness  and  ignorance  (; 
this  day  amongst  the  Jews,  and  too,  too  many  Christians)  do 
together,  nothing  without  the  greater  mercies  of  God  can 
that  poor  shipwrecked  soul,  but  ruin  and  destruction. 

T.  Fuller's  Serm.  at  St.  Bride  s,  London,   1655,  occasioned  by  a 
bringing  ike  Jews  into  England.        Ekeu  quam  miseros  trm 
Abducit  ignoranlia,  &•£ .   Boet.  %• 


t  up 
ness 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  &c 


2187.  Unsteadfastness,  Giddiness,  &c,  in  the 
Profession  of  Religion,  reproved. 

It  is  said  of  an  intoxicated  man,  who  (the  liquor  being  busy  in 
his  brain)  fancied  himself  at  sea  in  a  great  storm,  in  present  danger 
of  shipwreck,  and  thought  there  was  a  necessity  of  lightening  the 
ship,  and  throwing  some  of  the  lading  oveiboard,  that  he  threw 
the  goods  of  his  house  out  at  the  windows.  Thus  it  is  that  this 
age  hath  been  taken  with  an  unhappy  vertigo,  which  hath  made 
some  men  not  keep  the  ground  they  first  stood  upon  ;  and  wanton 
delight  hath  possessed  many  men  to  be  meddling,  trying  of  experi- 
ments, and  ringing  changes ;  nay,  so  distempered  have  divers  been, 
that  like  the  drunken  man  they  have  fancied  a  great  necessity  of 
abolishing  and  throwing  away,  what  they  would  have  done  better 
to  have  kept 

Athencrus.       Geo.  //all's  Serw.  at  SI.  Paul's,  to  the  Sons  of  Ministers,  1655. 

2188.  Men  in  the  Midst  of  their  Worldly 
Contrivances  Prevented  by  Death. 

As  it  is  with  a  man,  being  come  to  some  great  fair  or  market  with 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  about  him,  who  whilst  he  is  walking  in 
the  throng,  considering  with  himself  how  he  should  lay  out  his 
money  to  the  best  advantage,  some  sly  fellow  either  cuts  his  purse, 
or  at  unawares  dives  into  his  pocket,  and  there  is  an  end  of  all  his 
marketing.  So  it  is  with  the  most  of  men,  that  whilst  they  are  in 
the  midst  of  all  their  secular  employments,  and  as  it  were  crowded 
in  the  throng  of  worldly  contrivances,  how  to  secure  such  a  ship, 
advantage  trade,  compass  such  and  such  a  bargain,  purchase  such 
and  such  lands,  &c.  (things  in  themselves  with  necessary  cautions 
not  unlawful,)  in  steps  death,  cuts  the  thread  of  their  life,  spoils 
all  their  trade,  and  lays  their  glory  in  the  dust. 

Stepk.  MarskaiTt  Strm.  at  Westminster.     Heu  mortevt  invisam,  &v,  Maph. 
Vegius  in  Appendice  Virgil. 

2189.  Riches,  their  Usefulness  in  Point  of 
Calamity. 

Nugas,  the  Scythian  king,  despising  the  rich  presents  and  orna- 
ments that  were  sent  unto  him  by  Michael  Paleologus,  Emperor  of 
Constantinople,  asked  him  that  brought  them  whether  those  tKuv^> 


could  drive  away  sorrow,  diseases,  or  death  ;  looking  upon  th 
as  not  worthy  presenting,  that  could  not  keep  off  vexation  fr 
him.  And  such  are  all  the  riches  and  glories  of  this  world,  th. 
cannot  secure  from  the  least  calamity,  nor  make  up  the  want  of 
the  least  mercy.  It  is  not  the  crown  of  gold  that  can  cure  the 
headache,  nor  the  gilded  sceptre  that  can  stay  the  shaking  hand; 
not  the  honourable  garter  that  can  ease  the  gout,  nor  the  neck- 
lace of  pearl  that  can  take  away  the  pain  of  the  teeth  ;  and  a  bag 
of  gold  will  prove  but  a  hard  pillow  to  rest  on.  Miserable  com- 
forters are  they  all,  only  the  useful  riches  of  grace  that  are  to  be 
found  in  Christ  Jesus  give  ease  and  refreshment  under  all  pains 
and  torments  whatsoever. 


T.  BrookS  Unstarchattlt  Riches  cf  Christ, 


2190.  Apparel,  whether  Richer  or  Plaine, 
the  Necessity  thereof. 

As  Crates  reproved  by  the  Athenians,  because  (to  countenance  his 
professorship)  he  wore  amluvn,  that  is,  a  mantle  of  estate  (being 
but  a  philosopher)  which  Theophrastus  before  him  was  never  seen 
to  do,  answered  them  again,  that  Theophrastus  (whom  they  all 
thought  so  well  of)  did  many  times  wear  a  lighter  garment.  The 
which  when  the  magistrates  would  not  believe,  he  brought  them  to 
a  barber's  shop,  and  showed  him  unto  them,  all  dight  as  he  sat  in 
his  pied  napery  ;  intimating  hereby,  that  costly  apparel  and  otl 
clothing  in  themselves  are  things  indifferent,  but  grow  often  nec 
sitated  by  the  circumstances  of  time  and  place,  as  soft  clot 
for  the  court,  and  that  which  is  coarser  for  the  cart ;  a  fine  suit  f 
the  citizen,  a  plainer  for  the  countryman  :  every  one  wearing  1 
which  is  fitting  for  his  place  and  calling. 


Diog.  LaerU,  Lib.  vi.  cap  6. 


Id.  Lib.  v.  cap  4. 
art.  I,  ad.  3. 


Aquin.  I  a.  2  a.  yv. 


2 19 1.  True  Comfort  in  God  only. 

Great  was  the  grief  of  C.  Figulus,  who  to  his  friends  that 
to  comfort  him  about  the  loss  of  the  consulship,  said,  Onirics  con- 
sulere  scitis,  consukm  J'accre  nescitis,  All  can  give  me  counsel,  b 
ye  cannot  make  me  consul.    And  could  outward  things  rid 
from  the  troubles  of  this  life,  from  death  the  end  of  this  life,  f; 
damnation  after  death,  theft  sa'vi  Aw}  -aQmething  worth  the  htark 
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ing  to  ;  but  this  they  cannot  do,  they  cannot  make  us  happy,  there 
is  no  true  comfort  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  standing  pools  of  out- 
ward sufficiencies,  but  out  of  the  living  fountains  of  the  all  suffi- 
ciencies of  the  Lord  Almighty. 

Val.  Max.,  Lib.  ix.  tap.  3.     Dr.  Staughton's  Strm.  at  St.  PauCs,  Land.,  1624. 

2192.  The  Resolved  Constant  Christian. 

In  the  Salentine  country  mention  is  made  of  a  lake  brimful ;  put 
in  never  so  much  it  runneth  not  over,  draw  out  what  you  can  it  is 
still  fulL  Such  is  the  condition  of  a  resolved,  constant  child  of 
God  ;  tide  life,  tide  death,  come  what  can  come,  he  is  still  the 
same,  so  true  to  his  primitive  institution,  that  if  adversity  frown, 
he  entertains  it  as  a  trial  of  his  patience,  if  prosperity  smile  upon 
him,  he  looks  upon  it  as  a  blessing  extraordinary ;  whether  it  be 
peace  or  war  abroad,  sickness  or  health  at  home,  he  is  resolved. 
Whereas  a  carnal  man  who  bears  his  prosperity  neither  with  mode- 
ration nor  prudence,  but  is  full  blown  like  a  bladder  with  the  wind 
of  his  own  pride,  he  seldom  in  adversity  shows  either  courage  or 
constancy  ;  one  small  prick  of  disaster  empties  his  swollen  heart 
of  all  hopes,  and  like  an  unskilful  and  dejected  seaman  upon 
every  little  storm,  he  cuts  cable  and  mast,  and  throws  all  over- 
board, where  but  the  slacking  of  a  few  sails  would  serve  the  turn, 
godly  resolution  would  do  the  deed. 

J'lin.  Hilt.,  Lib.  ii.  cap.  103.  Rob.  Dallington's  Aphorisms  Civil  anil  Mitt 
fary.  Sortc  tna  coiittntus  abi.  Superbux  secttndit,  dejatus  advtrsis. 
Thucyd.    Sonus  accitat  oinms  suspensum.  Virgil, 

2193.  The  Rage  of  War  in  the  Richest 
Countries. 

In  natural  bodies,  the  longer  they  subsist  in  perfect  health,  the 
more  dangerous  is  the  disease  when  it  cometh,  and  the  longer  in 
curing,  as  having  none  of  those  humours  spent,  which  by  distem- 
per give  foment  and  force  to  the  approaching  malady.  So  it  is  in 
bodies  politic,  when  war  once  seizeth  on  a  country,  rich  in  the 
plenties  of  a  long  peace,  and  full  widi  the  surfeits  of  a  continual 
ease,  it  never  leaves  purging  those  superfluities  till  all  be  wasted 
and  consumed. 

Ilppccrat.  Aphoris.  3.     Rob.  Dalliitgton,  ut supra.    Nulla  leUtis  fcttlo.  V'vrg,A- 
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2194,  The  Grace  of  God  is  all  in  all. 

We  get  aqua-vita?  ready  against  qualms,  bezoar  stone  and  cor- 
dial against  fits  ;  it  was  well  said  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lake,  late 
Bishop  of  Bath,  when  in  the  time  of  his  sickness  a  cordial  was 
tendered  unto  him  :  O,  (said  he,)  the  cordial  of  cordials  which  I 
daily  take,  is  this :  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth  us  from 
all  our  sins,  1  John  i.  7  ;  and  it  is  true,  that  art  is  blind  and  often 
posed  ;  nature  weak  and  often  soiled  (like  a  bow  that  must  not  be 
drawn  beyond  compass) :  only  the  grace  of  God  is  all  in  all,  helps 
all,  Ephes.  ii.  5  ;  get  but  that  and  you  may  sleep  in  a  dungeon ; 
want  all,  and  yet  have  all :  want  that,  and  a  flea  may  break  your 
sleep,  and  a  hand-writing  dash  all  your  mirth  in  pieces. 

Rob.  Harris,  Peter's  Enlargement. 

2195.  Promises  'without  Abilities  of  Perfor- 
mance not  to  be  Regarded. 

In  the  country  Carinensis  of  Spain,  there  is  a  river  that  shows  all 
the  fish  in  it  to  be  like  gold,  but  take  them  into  your  hand,  they 
appear  in  their  natural  kind  and  colour.  Such  are  promises,  and 
specious  pretences  of  love,  in  his  mouth  that  would  obtain  his 
purpose  ;  bring  them  to  the  touch,  and  thou  shall  find  all  is  not 
gold  that  glitters.  Great  boast  and  small  roast  will  never  fill  the 
belly  ;  he  therefore  that  will  engage  himself  into  any  great  action, 
upon  promise  of  great  assistance,  if  he  be  not  as  sure  of  his  friend's 
ability  in  power  as  readiness  in  will,  he  reckons  without  his  host, 
and  sits  down  with  the  loss, 

Plin.  Hist.,  Lib.  iii.  cap.  103.       Sir  Rob.  Dallington's  Aphorisms.  Hi 
potior  telis  vulnera  /acta  meis.    Ovid,  Ep. 


2196.  The  Workings  of  God  in  the  Deliver- 
ance of  His  People  are  various. 

When  God  said  to  Paul,  that  all  the  souls  with  him  should 
safe,  Acts  xxvii.  24,  there  were  divers  means  used,  all  were  not 
able  to  swim  to  the  shore,  and  the  ship  was  not  able  to  bring  th 
all  to  the  shore,  but  yet  by  broken  boards,  and  by  one  means 
other  all  got  to  the  shore.  So  the  Lord  brings  things  to  pass 
a  strange  manner,  sometimes  by  one  way,  sometimes  by  anoth 
if  one  way  do  not  hold,  another  shall ;  He  breaks  in  pieces  m, 
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times  the  ship  that  we  think  should  bring  us  to  the  shore,  but 
then  He  casts  us  on  such  planks  as  we  little  thought  on,  opens  a 
door  for  our  deliverance  that  we  little  dreamt  of. 

J.  Preston's  Covenant.       Fata  viam  invenieni.  Virgil. 

2197.  Kings,  Princes,  Governors,  &c,  to  be 
Regarded  by  those  that  are  under  them. 

All  the  members  of  the  body  have  care  one  of  the  other,  but  es- 
pecially of  the  head  and  the  heart  If  the  head  do  but  ache,  all 
the  humours  of  the  arms  run  to  the  head,  and  therefore  the  arms 
become  small  and  slender,  because  they  want  their  proper  nurture. 
And  so,  if  the  heart  be  sick,  or  in  danger,  or  in  fear,  the  outward 
heat  retires  inward  to  comfort  the  heart,  so  that  the  body  looks 
outwardly  pale :  yea,  if  the  head  or  the  heart  be  in  danger  (peri- 
culis  se  txponunt ),  the  other  members  will  hazard  limb  and  life  to 
save  them.  Thus  should  all  subjects  do  for  the  king  their  head, 
they  ought  to  have  special  care  of  him  ;  they  are  to  care  one  for 
another,  to  pray  one  for  another,  and  to  do  good  one  for  another, 
hut  especially  for  kings  and  princes,  and  those  that  are  in  autho- 
rity, 1  Tim.  ii.  2 ;  they  are  to  prefer  their  lives  before  ten  thousand 
of  their  own,  as  the  people  of  Israel  did,  a  Sam.  xviii.  3  ;  for  if  a 
member,  or  some  of  the  inferior  members  be  cut  off,  yet  the  body 
may  live,  and  do  indifferently  well,  but  if  the  head  be  taken  off,  if 
the  king  be  set  aside,  actum  est  de  republica,  that  kingdom,  that 
people  cannot  stand  long. 

Joh.  Evans'  Treat,  of  Nature  and  Grace. 

2198.  Christ  the  Proper  Object  of  the  Sop  I. 

There  is  no  agent  that  takes  any  rest  or  contentment  but  in  its 
proper  object ;  if  a  man  had  all  the  musical  raptures,  and  melo- 
dious harmony  in  the  whole  world  before  him,  he  could  not  hear 
it  with  his  eyes,  because  it  is  the  proper  object  of  the  ear ;  if  never 
so  triumphant  shows,  or  courtly  masques,  he  could  not  see  them 
with  his  ears,  because  they  are  the  proper  object  of  the  eye.  So 
it  is  with  the  soul  of  man,  if  it  were  possible  that  all  the  treasures, 
pleasures,  honours,  preferments,  and  delights  which  the  world 
doth  affect  were  presented  and  tendered  to  the  soul,  yet  would 
they  not  afford  unto  it  any  true  satisfaction,  because  they  be  not 
the  proper  object  and  centre  of  the  soul ;  it  is  the  Lord  only,  at 
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as  a  godly  martyr  said  once,  None  but  Christ,  none  but  Christ,  can 
compass  the  soul  about  with  true  content  and  comfort. 

Aristot.  Physica.      jfah.  Evans,  ut  antea. 


2199.  Satan  s  Aim  at  those  that  have  most 
God  and  Religion  in  them. 

Pirates  and  such  as  are  robbers  at  sea,  slightly  pass  by  smaller 
vessels  that  are  but  poorly  freighted,  whilst  ships  that  are  rich) 
laden,  and  furnished  with  merchantable  commodities,  become 
object  of  their  greedy  thoughts,  at  whom  they  make  the  stron 
opposition,  and  for  the  gaining  of  whom,  rather  than  fail,  they 
hazard  their  lives  to  the  utmost  of  danger  imaginable.    Thus  it 
that  Satan,  that  arch-pirate,  lets  poor  silly  ignorant  souls  alo 
such  as  by  their  own  defaults  are  but  as  so  many  empty  ves 
floating  on  the  sea  of  this  world.    Oh,  but  when  he  spies  out 
rich  soul  laden  with  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  that  hath  much  of 
Christ,  and  Heaven  in  it,  there  it  is  that  he  bends  all  his  fore 
and  against  such  a  soul  it  is  that  he  raiseth  all  his  strength,  tha 
so,  if  possible,  he  may  bring  it  under  his  more  than  miserabl 
subjection. 


Cab,  Inchini  Scala  Call.      Aquila  turn  tapti  muscas.  Erasm.  Adag. 

ituumbit  rtmis,  omnem  movet  lapidem,  &*<r. 


team 


2200.  Sin  to  be  Abhorred  as  the  Cause  of 
Christ's  Death. 

After  Julius  Cajsar  was  treacherously  murdered  in  the  senate- 
house,  Antonius  brought  forth  his  coat,  all  bloody,  cut,  anil 
mangled,  and  laying  it  open  to  the  view  of  the  public,  said,  Lo 
here  is  your  emperor's  coat,  and  as  the  bloody-minded  consp: 
tors  have  dealt  by  it,  so  have  they  also  with  Caesar's  body  j  \vh 
upon  they  were  all  in  an  uproar,  crying  out  to  slay  those  m 
derers :  then  they  took  the  tables  and  stools  that  were  in  the  pi 
and  set  them  on  fire,  and  ran  to  the  houses  of  the  conspirat 
and  burnt  them  down  to  the  ground.  But  behold  a  greater  t 
Casir,  even  the  Lord  Jesus  Himself,  all  bloody,  rent,  and  torn  for 
the  sins  of  the  world.  How  then  when  we  look  on  sin  as  the  cause 
of  H  is  death,  and  seriously  consider  that  sin  hath  slain  the  Lord 
of  Life,  should  our  hearts  be  provoked  to  be  revenged  on 
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How  should  we  loathe  and  abhor  it,  as  having  done  that  mischief 
that  all  the  devils  in  hell  could  never  have  done  the  like. 

Nieepk.  Gregoras  de  Villi  Casaritn.       Agnosce  homo  quant  gravia  sint  zitilnera 
tun,  &c,       Tho.  Brooks*  Precious  Remedies  against  Sattm's  Devices. 

2  20 1.  A  Less  Sin  given  way  unto  makes  way 
for  the  Committing  of  Greater. 

It  is  St.  Augustine's  story  of  Manicheus,  that  being  tormented  "with 
flies,  was  of  opinion  that  the  devil  made'them  and  not  God  ;  Why 
then,  said  one  that  stood  by,  if  the  devil  made  flies,  then  the  devil 
made  worms.  True,  said  he,  the  devil  did  make  worms.  But, 
said  the  other,  if  the  devil  did  make  worms,  then  he  made  birds, 
beasts,  and  man.  He  granted  all.  And  thus,  saith  the  good  old 
father,  by  denying  God  in  the  fly,  he  came  to  deny  God  in  man, 
and  consequently  the  whole  creation.  And  thus  it  is  that  the 
yielding  to  lesser  sins  draws  the  soul  to  the  commission  of  far 
greater,  as  m  these  licentious  days  of  ours  is  too,  too  apparent 
How  many  have  fallen,  first  to  have  low  thoughts  of  the  Scripture 
and  ordinances  of  God  ;  then  to  slight  them,  afterwards  to  make, 
as  it  were,  a  nose  of  wax  of  them,  and  in  conclusion  to  cast  them 
quite  off,  lifting  up  themselves,  their  Christ-dishonouring,  and  soul- 
damning  opinions  above  them,  so  that  falling  from  evil  to  evil, 
from  folly  to  folly,  and  as  it  is  in  all  other  cases  of  the  like  nature, 
from  being  naught  to  be  very  naught,  and  from  very  naught  to  be 
stark  naught,  tili  God,  in  His  most  just  judgment,  sets  them  at 
nought  for  everl 

Alig,,  Exposit.  in  Evang.  St.  J  ok.  i.        Obstare  primum  est  Vclie,  nee  labi 
via,  &c.    Sen.  Hippol.         Tho.  Brooks,  ut  antea.       A  mala  ad  pejus. 

2202.  Men  to  prefer  Suffering  before  Sinning. 

It  is  reported  of  that  eminent  servant  of  God,  Marcus  Arethusus, 
who  in  the  time  of  Constantine,  had  been  the  cause  of  overthrow- 
ing an  idol-temple,  but  Julian  coming  to  be  the  emperor,  com- 
manded the  people  of  that  place  to  build  it  up  again ;  all  were 
ready  so  to  do,  only  the  good  bishop  dissented,  whereupon  they 
that  were  his  own  people,  to  whom  he  had  formerly  preached,  and 
who  (as  in  all  probability  any  one  would  have  thought)  might  have 
learned  better  things,  fell  upon  him,  stripped  off  all  his  clothes, 
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then  abused  his  naked  body  and  gave  it  up  to  children  and  schoo! 
boys  to  be  lanced  with  their  penknives,  but  when  all  this  would 
not  do,  they  caused  him  to  be  set  in  the  sun,  having  his  naked 
body  anointed  all  over  with  honey,  that  so  he  might  be  bitten  and 
stung  to  death  by  flies  and  wasps,  and  all  this  cruelty  they  exer- 
cised upon  him  because  he  would  not  do  anything  towards  the  re- 
building of  that  idol  temple;  na)',  they  came  so  far  that  if 
would  give  but  a  halfpenny  towards  the  charge,  they  would  rel 
him,  but  he  refused  all,  though  the  advancing  of  a  halfpenny  mi: 
have  been  the  saving  of  his  life,  and  in  doing  thus  he  did  but 
up  to  that  principle  that  most  Christians  talk  of,  but  few  come  up 
unto.  And  thus  it  is  that  all  of  irs  must  choose  rather  to  suffer  the 
worst  of  torments  that  men  and  devils  can  inflict  than  to  commit 
the  least  sin,  whereby  God  should  be  dishonoured,  our  conscieni 
wounded,  religion  reproached,  and  our  souls  endangered. 

Suidas.        Niicph.  Hist.  Eceles  .  Lit.  x.  cap.  9.        Ut  txiguam  petunia  per- 

tionem  tiartt.    TTieodorcti  Hist.,  Lit.  iii.  cap.  6. 


e  re- 

i.ght 
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2203.  Discretion  a  Main  Part  of  True 

IVisdom.  - 

A  father  that  had  three  sons  was  desirous  to  try  their  discretions, 
which  he  did  by  giving  each  of  them  an  apple  that  had  some  part 
of  it  rotten.  The  first  eats  up  his  apple,  rotten  and  all ;  the  second 
throws  all  his  away,  because  some  part  of  it  was  rotten ;  but  the 
third  picks  out  the  rotten,  and  eats  that  which  was  good,  so 
that  he  appeared  the  wisest.  Thus  some  in  these  days,  for  want 
of  discretion,  swallow  down  all  that  is  presented,  rotten  and 
sound  together ;  others  throw  away  all  truth,  because  everything 
delivered  unto  them  is  not  truth ;  but  surely  they  are  the  wiattl 
and  most  discreet  that  know  how  to  try  the  spirits,  whether  tliey 
be  of  God  or  not,  how  to  choose  the  good  and  refuse  the  evil. 

Tho-  Brooks,  of  Assurance,  in  Ep.  Dcdicat.       Totle  discretientm,  el  vin 
vitium  erit,  Jtidor. 

2204.  The  Difference  betwixt  True  and 
Feigned  Love  unto  Christ. 

What  Alexander  said  of  his  two  friends  Hephsestion  and  Crat 
is  made  good  in  the  practice  of  too,  too  many  in  these  days  : 
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phjestion,  says  he,  loves  me  as  I  am  Alexander,  but  Craterus  loves 
me  as  I  am  King  Alexander ;  so  that  the  one  loved  him  for  his 
person,  the  other  for  the  benefits  he  received  by  him.  Thus  some 
Nathaniels  there  be  that  love  Christ  for  His  person,  for  His  per- 
sonal excellencies,  for  His  personal  beauty,  for  His  personal  glory, 
they  see  those  perfections  of  grace  and  holiness  in  Christ,  that 
would  render  Him  very  lovely  and  desirable  in  their  eyes,  though 
they  should  never  get  a  kingdom  or  a  crown  by  Him.  But  so  it 
is,  that  most  of  those  (which  is  to  be  lamented)  do  it  only  in  re- 
spect of  the  benefit  they  receive  by  Him,  scarce  any  love  Christ 
but  tor  His  rewards,  some  few  there  are  that  follow  Him  for  love, 
but  many  for  the  loaves ;  few  for  His  inward  excellencies,  many 
for  His  outward  advantages  ;  and  few  that  they  may  be  good  by 
Him,  but  many  that  they  may  be  made  great  by  Him. 

Quintus  Curtius.        Diodorus,  Lib.  xvii.       Vix  diligitur  jfesut  proffer 
Jesum.  Aug. 

2205.  The  Dangerous  Use  of  Riches. 

It  was  a  wise  and  Christian  speech  of  Charles  the  Fifth  to  the 
Duke  of  Venice,  who  when  he  had  showed  him  the  treasury  of  St. 
Mark,  and  the  glory  of  his  princely  palace,  instead  of  admiring  it, 
or  him  for  it,  only  returned  this  grave  and  serious  memento,  Hac 
sunt  qua  faciunt  invitos  mori,&c,  These  are  the  things  that  make 
men  so  loth  to  die,  so  that  they  cry  out  with  St  Peter,  Bonum  est 
tsse  hie,  It  is  good  to  be  here,  Matth.  xvii.  4 ;  but  that  of  St.  Paul, 
Cupio  dissolvi,  &c,  I  desire  to  be  dissolved,  and  to  be  with  Christ, 
which  is  best  of  all,  Phil.  i.  33,  they  cannot  abide  to  hear  of.  Thus 
it  is,  that  riches  not  well  used  prove  very  dangerous.  If  poverty 
with  Saul  has  killed  her  thousands,  riches  with  David  has  killed 
her  ten  thousands  ;  they  are  called  thorns,  and  that  not  impro- 
perly, as  piercing  both  head  and  heart,  the  head  with  cares  in 
getting  them,  and  the  heart  with  grief  in  parting  with  them  ;  many 
are  the  souls  that  riches  have  pierced  through  and  through  with 
many  sorrows ;  many  are  the  minds  that  riche*  have  blinded  ; 
many  the  hearts  that  riches  have  hardened  ;  many  the  wills  that 
riches  have  perverted  ;  many  the  affections  that  riches  have  dis- 
ordered ;  whereas  the  riches  that  are  to  be  found  in  Christ  Jesus 
are  such  as  will  neither  harm  nor  hurt  the  soul,  there  was  never 
any  that  was  ever  made  worse  by  them. 

Phil.  Nfpos,Impp.  Vita.     Tho.  Brooks' Unsearchable  Riches  of  Christ.  Plurts 
nimia  congesta  petunia  cura  Strangutat.    fievenal,  Sat.  x. 
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2206.  God's  Mercies  to  the  Worst  of  Sinners 

Repenting. 


great 
)  was 


There  is  a  story  concerning  a  great  rebel,  that  had  made  a 
party  against  one  of  the  Roman  emperors.  A  proclamation 
thereupon  sent  abroad,  that  whoever  could  bring  in  the  rebel  dead 
or  alive,  he  should  have  a  great  sum  of  money  for  his  reward. 
The  rebel  hearing  of  it,  comes  and  presenting  himself  before  the 
emperor  demands  the  sum  of  money  proposed.  The  emperor 
bethinks  himself  that  it'  lie  should  put  him  to  death  the  world 
would  be  ready  to  say  that  he  did  it  to  save  his  money,  and  so  he 
freely  pardoned  the  rebel,  and  gave  him  the  money.  Here  now 
was  light  in  a  dark  lantern,  mercy  in  a  very  heathen  ;  and  shall 
such  a  one  do  thus,  that  had  but  a  drop  of  mercy  and  compassion 
in  him  ?  and  will  not  Christ  do  much  more,  that  hath  all  fullness 
of  grace  and  mercy  in  Himself  1  Surely  His  bowels  yearn  to  the 
worst  of  sinners  repenting;  let  them  but  come  in,  and  they  shall 
find  Him  ready  to  pardon,  nay,  One  that  is  altogether  made  up  of 
pardoning  mercies,  Nehem.  is.  17. 

Joh.  Bodin's  Commomotallk.        Quid  est  ptccatum  ad  Domini  miseneo, 
Trfa  aranete  qua  vento  fiantt  nusquam  appartt.     Cktys.  in  Psalm 


rdiami 
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2207.  Rulers,  Magistrates,  &c,  to  be  Men 
Public  Spirit. 

It  is  written  of  Augustus  Caesar  (in  whose  time  Christ  was  bo 
that  he  carried  such  an  entire  and  fatherly  affection  to  the  c 
monwealth,  that  he  called  it  JUiam  suam,  his  own  daughter, 
for  that  cause  refused  to  be  called  dominus  patriez,  the  lord 
master  of  his  country,  because  he  ruled  not  by  fear  but  by  love,  so 
that  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  people  were  very  much  troubl 
and  much  lamenting  his  loss,  said,  Ltinam  aut  nen  nasce. 
&c,  Would  he  had  never  been  bom,  or  never  died.  And 
were  Titus  and  Aristides,  and  mary  others  both  in  divine 
human  story,  as  Moses,  Nehemiah,  Daniel,  that  have  been  fam 
in  their  generations  for  preferring  the  public  good  before  their 
private  advantage.    And  it  were  heartily  to  be  wished  that 
rulers,  magistrates,  &c,  may  be  so  spirited  by  God,  that  they  may 
be  willing  to  be  anything,  to  be  nothing,  to  empty  and  deny  thi 
selves,  and  to  trample  their  sinful  selves  under  foot  in  order  to 
honour  of  God  and  the  public  good ;  (that  so  neither  saints 


not 
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heathens  may  be  witnesses  against  them  in  that  day  wherein  the 
hearts  and  practices  of  all  the  rulers  of  the  earth  shall  be  laid  open 
and  bare  before  Him  that  shall  judge  the  world  in  righteousness 
and  true  judgment. 

Jftvrvfiii  Stiturrtal.       Suetonius.        Nec  tibi  nec  tua  te  morueant  sed  publua 
vota.    Claud,  llano,  iv. 

2208.  The  Heavy  Weight  of  Government  ill 

Attained. 

Sidonius  Apoixinaris  relateth  how  a  certain  man,  named  Maxi- 
mus,  who  arriving  at  the  top  of  greatness,  and  that  by  means  suffi- 
ciently indirect,  was  the  very  first  day  of  his  government  much 
wearied  and  perplexed  in  his  thoughts,  insomuch,  that  fetching  a 
deep  sigh,  he  broke  out  into  this  expression  i  Oh,  Damocles  !  how 
happy  wast  thou  for  having  been  a  king  for  a  dinner-while, 
whereas  I  have  been  so  one  whole  day,  and  cannot  possibly  bear 
it  any  longer.  Thus  without  all  doubt  his  heart  and  head  too 
must  needs  ache,  whose  brows  are  empailed  with  a  crown  that  is 
ill  acquired,  his  shoulders  bow  whereon  lies  the  weight  of  a 
government  usurped,  and  his  hands  tremble  that  sways  the  sceptre 
of  an  ill-gotten  power  and  dominion. 

Sid.  Apoll.^in  Operibus  cum  Com.  jfoh.  Savar.        Vtdtu  tyrannus  possit  esse 
Lettssirtw,  In/us  dohres  sed  fovet  gravissimos,  Sophocles. 

2209.  Worldly  Professors  of  the  Gospel  re- 

proved. 

Melancthon  tells  a  story  of  an  abbot  that  lived  strictly,  walked 
demurely,  and  looked  humbly,  so  long  as  he  was  a  monk,  one  in 
somewhat  a  lower  form  in  the  monastery,  but  when  by  his  seem- 
ing extraordinary  sanctity  he  got  to  be  abbot,  he  grew  intolerably 
proud  and  insolent — 'that  being  asked  the  reason  of  it,  he  confessed 
that  his  former  lowly  looks  were  but  to  see  if  he  could  find  the 
keys  of  the  abbey.  Such  is  the  case  of  many  worldly  professors  at 
this  day — they  look  low,  that  they  may  rise  high  ;  they  put  on  re- 
ligion but  as  a  cloak  to  cover  their  foul  designs,  so  that  they  are 
not  acted  from  spiritual  and  intrinsical  principles,  as  from  the 
sense  of  divine  love  to  act  for  God,  sweetness  of  the  promises  to 
wait  on  God,  excellency  of  communion  with  God,  and  precious 
discoveries  that  the  soul  hath  formerly  had  of  the  beauty  and 

VOL.  II.  Tj-*, 
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glory  of  God ;  but  from  poor,  low,  vain,  external  motives,  as  .. 
ear  of  the  creature,  the  eye  of  the  creature,  the  rewards  of  the 
creature,  and  the  keeping  up  of  a  name  among  the  creatures,  and 
a  thousand  such  like  considerations ;  as  in  Saul,  Jehu,  Juikis, 
Demas,  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  &c. 

Melancthon,  ExfosiL  in  Evang.  St.  NIatth.  vi.       T/io.  Brooks'  Precious 

Remedies  against  Satan't  Devices. 

22 1 o.  Riches  of  Christ  inexhaustible. 

It  is  said  of  a  Spanish  ambassador,  that  coming  to  see  that  so 
much  cried  up  treasury  of  St.  Mark  in  Venice,  fell  a  groping  at  the 
bottom  of  the  chests  and  trunks  to  see  whether  they  had  any 
bottom ;  and  being  asked  the  reason  why  he  did  so,  answered, 
In  this,  among  other  things,  my  master's  treasure  differs  from  yours, 
in  that  his  hath  no  bottom,  as  I  find  yours  to  have ;  alluding 
the  mines  in  Mexico,  Peru,  and  other  parts  of  the  Western  Ino 
So  it  may  be  said,  and  Scripture,  history,  and  experience  do 
abundantly  testify,  that  men's  bags,  purses,  coffers,  and  mints  may 
be  exhausted  and  drawn  dry,  but  the  riches  that  are  to  be  found 
in  Christ  Jesus  have  no  bottom,  all  His  bags  are  bottomless ; 
millions  of  thousands  feed  upon  Him,  and  He  feels  it  not ;  He  is 
ever  giving,  yet  His  purse  is  never  empty  ;  always  bestowing  Him- 
self, yet  never  wanting  to  any  that  faithfully  seek  Him. 

Guicciardino,  Hist,  di  Italic.       Terrena  substantia  sterna  felicitati  com  far: 
Greg,  in  Mrnnil.      IV.  de  Carta,  at  Certitud.  Gloria. 

221 1.  Men  Created  for  the  Service  of  God. 

As  we  see  birds  make  their  nests  and  breed  up  their  you 
beasts  make  -a  scuffle  for  their  fodder  and  pasture,  fishes  flo 
up  and  down  rivers,  trees  bear  fruit,  flowers  send  forth  their  sweet 
odours,  herbs  their  secret  virtues,  fire  with  all  its  might  ascen " 
ing  upward,  earth  not  resting  till  it  come  into  its  proper  cent 
waters  floating  and  posting  with  their  waves  upon  the  neck  of  < 
another,  till  they  meet  in  the  bosom  of  the  ocean,  and  air  push 
into  every  vacuity  under  Heaven.  Shall  we  then  think,  or  can  i 
possibly  imagine,  that  God  the  great  Creator  of  Heaven  and  earl 
having  assigned  to  everything  in  the  world  some  particular  en 
and,  as  it  were,  impressed  in  their  nature  an  appetite  and  desire 
to  that  end  continually,  as  to  the  very  point  and  scope  of  their 
being;  that  man  (the  most  noble  creature)  for  whom  all  things 
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were  made,  should  be  made  in  vain,  as  not  having  His  peculiar 
end  proportionably  appointed  to  the  nobleness  of  His  quality? 
yes,  doubtless,  that  God  that  can  never  err,  nor  oversee  m  His 
works,  hath  allotted  unto  man  the  worship  and  service  of  Himself, 
as  the  main  object  and  aiming  point,  whereto  he  ought  to  lead 
and  refer  himself  all  the  days  of  his  life. 

B.P^  The  Prentice* s  Practice  in  Godliness.       Os  homini  sublime  tit  Jit  ccelumque 
tueri,  &>c.    Ovid,  Met.  i. 

2212.  Prudential  Part  of  a  Man  to  do  as 
well  as  he  may. 

Pamnurus,  in  the  poet,  finding  that  he  could  not  sail  against  the 
wind  into  Italy,  steered  his  course,  by  the  approbation  of  ^Eneas, 
into  Sicily,  a  place  where  they  had  before  been  friendly  enter- 
tained. Thus  it  is  a  great  point  of  wisdom,  the  only  prudential 
part  of  any  man,  who,  when  he  cannot  sail  by  a  fore  wind,  where 
he  would  (and  happily  where  he  should)  to  tack  about,  and  sail 
by  a  bowling  or  side  wind,  or  at  leastwise  to  cast  anchor  where  he 
with  most  safety  may,  however  to  strike  sail,  rather  than  perish  in 
the  storm,  and  to  sit  down  contented  with  what  he  can  do,  when 
he  cannot  do  what  he  otherwise  would. 

Virgil,  jEneid,  Lib.  v.        Quo  fata  trahunt,  retrahuntque,  sequamur.  Virgil. 

2213.  God's  Dwelling  in  the  Soul  that  truly 
Fears  Him. 

It  hath  been  an  usual  observation,  that  when  the  king's  porter 
stood  at  the  gate  and  suffered  none  to  come  in  without  examina- 
tion what  he  would  have,  that  then  the  king  was  within;  but 
when  the  porter  was  absent,  and  the  gates  open  to  receive  all  that 
ame,  then  it  was  an  argument  of  the  king's  absence.  So  in  a 
Christian,  such  is  the  excellency  of  the  fear  of  God,  that  when  it 
s  present,  as  a  porter  shutting  the  doors  of  the  senses,  that  they 
see  not,  hear  not  what  they  list,  it  is  an  argument,  the  lord  of  that 
louse,  even  God  Himself,  is  within  ;  but  when  this  fear  is  away,  a 
iee  entrance  is  given  to  all  the  most  dissolute  desires,  so  that  it  is 
in  infallible  demonstration  of  God's  removal  from  such  a  souL 


Rich,  de  Mediavilla,  Progres.  Ccelestis. 
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2214.  The  Praiseworthiness  of  Reading  and 

Enquiring  into  the  Scripture. 

Many  have  thought  Agesilaus,  that  most  wise  and  excellent  King 
of  Sparta,  worthy  of  all  commendation,  that  he  would  never  go  to 
bed,  nor  rise  up  before  he  had  looked  into  Homer,  whom  he  called 
amarium  suum,  his  sweetheart ;  but  others  have  extolled  AJphun- 
sus,  King  of  Arragon,  for  reading  die  Scriptures  fourteen  times  over 
with  glosses  and  expositions,  and  the  emperor  Theodosiu.>  the 
Second,  for  reading  prayers,  and  singing  psalms  every  morning 
with  his  family.  Nay,  Scipio  Africanus  was  thought  worthy  of  com- 
mendations, that  he  had  usually  in  his  hands  the  books  of  X 
phon's  Institution  of  Cyrus,  which  yet  were  rather  written  acco 
to  the  form  of  a  just  empire,  than  the  truth  of  the  history.  0 
how  much  more  praiseworthy  are  they  that  read  and  enquire 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  such  as  with  David  make  the  law  of 
their  delight  and  counsellor,  such  as  consult  those  blessed  or 
of  truth,  and  with  those  noble  Bereans  are  upon  the  s 
whether  the  things  spoken,  or  any  otherwise  delivered  as  con 
ing  God,  be  so  or  not,  Acts  xvil  11. 

Panormit.       Xcnopkon  in  Or/7/,  dt  Laud.  Agisilai.        Socraiis  Hist. 
Plata  ch,  MorxU. 

2215.  Truth  of  Religion  Lost,  as  it  were, 

the  Crowd  of  many  Religions. 

As  ingenious  florists,  to  pick  the  purses  of  witty  persons  delighted 
with  their  art,  have  so  heightened  flowers  by  transplantations, 
pa  nil  ions  of  mould,  adumbrations  of  them  at  unbenign  seas' 
the  year,  by  cutting  their  roots,  and  sundry  such  (not  uncom 
able)  feats  of  their  skill  ;  so  that  out  of  one  single  root  of 
hath  come  forth  an  hundred  and  odd  blowings,  and  amongst 
gilly-flowers,  and  peonies,  incredible  varieties.     So  out  of 
doctrines,  the  glorious  and  pure  doctrines  of  faith,  which 
apostles  and  their  followers  comprised  in  Repent  and  be 
there  is  put  forth  such  an  ocean  of  points  of  religion,  and 
them  pressed  on  the  people  to  be  believed,  that  it  is  hard  to 
truth  id  the  crowd  of  contests  about  her,  and  easy  to  mis! 
Mary  did  the  gardener  for  Christ,  John  xx.  15,  error  for 
both  pretending  their  Jus  Divinums,  their  authoritative 
(fences,  as  their  just  titles  to  men's  belief",  and  blaming  m 
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and  sottish,  if  they  resign  not  themselves  to  a  senseless 
d  universal  credulity.  When  all  this  while,  the  truth  of  religion 
in  the  heat  of  so  much  contention,  and  in  the  midst  of  so  much 
radictory  profession,  as  it  were,  quite  lost  and  over-clouded. 

Waterhoitse's  Discourse  of  the  Piety,  Charity,  &v.  of  Elder  Times. 

Ministers,  of  all  Men,  not  to  be  found 
Trucking  for  Preferment. 

the  time  of  King  Rufus,  there  was  an  abbot's  place  void,  and 
o  monks  of  the  convent  went  to  the  court,  resolving  to  bid  largely 
r  it.  The  king  perceiving  their  covetise,  looked  about  his  privy- 
lamber,  and  there  espied  a  private  monk  that  came  to  bear  the 
her  two  company  ;  and  looking  on  him,  guessed  him  the  more 
ber  and  pious  man.  The  king  calling  him,  asked,  What  he 
juld  give  to  be  made  abbot  of  the  abbey.  Nothing,  sir,  quoth 
:,  for  I  entered  into  this  profession  of  mere  zeal,  to  the  end  that 
might  more  quietly  serve  God  in  purity  and  holiness  of  conversa- 
m.  Sayest  thou  so,  replied  the  king,  then  thou  art  he  that  art 
orthy  to  govern  the  whole  convent  Thus  it  is,  that  every  good 
an  is  contented  to  be  in  his  station,  to  sit  below  till  he  hear  the 
>vernor's  voice  calling  unto  him,  Friend,  sit  up  higher,  Luke 
v.  10;  to  walk  before  God  in  the  light  of  his  own  candle,  to  keep 
the  warrantable  circuit  of  his  vocation,  and  if  he  see  dangerous 
jnours  pursue  him,  he  flies  for  it,  and  with  David  wishes  that  he 
id  the  wings  of  a  dove,  that  he  might  fly  away  and  be  at  rest, 
sal.  lv.  6.  But  what  a  sad  thing  must  it  needs  be,  then,  to  see 
linisters,  men  in  -holy  orders,  greedy  after,  and  tracking  for, 
lurch  preferment,  ravelling  out  their  lives  in  progging  after  great 
iends  and  fortunes,  as  if  godliness  were  a  bustrophe,  a  course  of 
jing  backward  and  forward  to  the  right  and  left  hand  for  ad- 
intage  sake. 


;2n 


'u!f>!i.  fjoilinslteit,  Chron,  pages  iS,  19.       Ed.  Waterhouse,  utantea. 


God  only  able  to  Persuade  the  Heart 

fully- 

\  smith  that  undertakes  to  make  a  key  to  open  such  a  lock  that 
1  out  of  order,  must  of  necessity  first  know  all  the  wards,  else 
e  may  make  a  key  that  will  not  fit ;  he  may  endeavour,  but  not 
e  able  to  turn  the  lock.    Thus  it  is,  that  whereas  there  are  in  the 
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heart  of  man  so  many  windings,  so  many  turnings,  such  a  lab 
until,  such  a  depth  in  it,  that  in  the  eye  of  human  reason  there 
no  possibility  to  find  out  the  bottom  thereof ;  how  then  is  it  tol 
imagined,  that  the  most  knowing,  quick-sighted  man  should  be  ab 
fully  to  persuade  the  heart  ?    He  cannot ;  that  is  peculiar  to  Go 
only.He  is  that  great  Kn/iJio'/vioaTij*,  that  only  knowsall  the  in«;in 
all  the  secret  passages,  all  the  cunning  contrivances,  and  all  1 
cross-wards  of  the  heart,  Acts  i.  24,  to  Him  only  belongeth  tlw 
especial  key  of  David,  Apoc.  iii.  7  ;  it  is  He  that  can  best  unlock 
the  heart,  answer  all  objections,  enlighten  all  the  coiners,  turn  all 
the  wheels  of  the  soul,  suit  and  fit  the  heart  with  such  arguments 
as  shall  be  effectual  to  persuasion. 


J.  Preston's  Sermon  on  Eccles.  \i.  I,  2,  firv. 


2218.  Ingratitude  Condemned. 

P/BtLiF  of  Macedon,  hearing  of  one  in  his  kingdom  that  re 
most  unthankfully  to  receive  a  stranger,  of  whom  he  had  bt 
formerly  succoured  in  a  time  of  extreme  need,  as  having  lost 1 
he  had  by  a  wreck  at  sea,  caused  him  to  be  worthily  punished, 
branding  in  his  forehead  these  two  letters  I.  H.,  i.e.  Ingratus 
Jfospcs,  The  Unthankful  Guest.    Now,  if  every  unthankful  ma 
were  thus  used,  there  would  be  many  a  blistered  forehead  among 
us.     O  the  unthankfulness  that  we  show  unto  God,  who,  wh 
we  were  strangers  to  Him,  shipwrecked  even  in  an  ocean  of  i 
sent  His  Son  Christ  Jesus  to  deliver  us,  yet  we  refuse  to  receii 
Him,  to  relieve  Him  in  His  distressed  members,  and  to  be  ol 
ent  to  His  blessed  commands.     And  then  our  ingratitude  to  < 
another  is  such  that  though  we  come  off  with  smooth  fronts  he 
in  this  world,  yet  such  characters  of  shame  and  confusion 
engraven  on  our  souls,  that  men  and  angels  shall  read  them  wit 
amazement,  when  the  books  shall  be  laid  open,  Dan.  vii.  to. 

Plutarch,  Moral.       TH.  Zuingeri  Theat.  Hum.  Vita.         Quam  cilo  1 
btis  Benefuhim  peril,  &c,    Sophocles  in  Ajace. 


2219.  The  Unhappiness  of  a  Disordered 

Family, 

It  is  said  of  that  right  religious  and  worthy  George,  Prince  of 
Anhalt,  that  his  very  bedchamber  was  a  church,  a  university,  mi  !  1 
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a  court,  wherein  besides  the  despatch  of  civil  business  there  was 
daily  praying,  reading,  writing,  yea  and  preaching  too ;  so  that  it 
cannot  be  imagined  that  the  noble  earl,  having  a  church  for  God 
in  his  chamber,  should  suffer  a  temple  to  Bacchus  in  his  cellar. 
But  {which  is  to  be  lamented)  in  too,  too  many  families  Venus  hath 
her  altar  in  the  chamber,  and  Bacchus  his  sacrifice  in  the  buttery, 
which  two  having  shared  their  devotees,  what  a  poor  third  must 
be  left  for  God  and  His  people  to  delight  in.  Joshua's  resolution 
for  the  better  ordering  his  household,  Josh.  xxiv.  15,  and  David's 
vow  for  reformation  of  his  family,  Psalm  cL,  are  little  set  by. 
Let  but  a  servant  fail  in  the  neglect  of  his  master's  profit,  or  in  the 
careless  performance  of  his  place,  what  ado  is  there  j  yet  in  the 
meantime,  though  the  same  servant  be  ignorant,  scandalous,  and 
what  not,  altum  silentium,  there  is  no  notice  taken  of  it  at  all. 

Akrah.  Schultttus.       Phil.  Mdanchthon  in  Prxfat.  Tom.  v.  Oper.  M.  Luther. 

2220.  Signs  0/ Heaven,  as  Sun,  Moon,  with 
their  Eclipses,  &c,  as  we  are  not  to  be 
Dismayed  at  them,  so  not  to  be  Con- 
temners of  them. 

Pericles,  the  great  and  famous  Athenian,  who,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  Peloponnesian  war,  being  ready  with  a  great  fleet  of  an  hundred 
and  fifty  ships  to  hoist  up  sail,  was  presented  (even  as  he  went  up 
into  his  galley)  with  a  great  and  terrible  eclipse  of  the  sun,  which 
made  the  sky  so  dark  that  some  of  the  bigger  stars  appeared.  At 
which  the  governor  of  the  ship  was  sore  affrighted,  and  thereupon 
with  the  rest  of  the  company  refused  to  set  sail ;  which  when 
Pericles  perceived  (either  truly  contemning  the  threatenings  of  the 
stars,  or  fearing  that  the  hearts  of  the  soldiers  should  fail)  he 
put  his  cloak  for  a  while  before  the  governor's  eyes,  and  then 
by-and-bye  taking  it  away  again,  asked  him  if  that  which  he  had 
done  with  his  cloak  portended  anything.  To  whom  the  gover- 
nor answered,  No.  No  more,  saith  he,  mayest  thou  think  is 
•fied  by  this  eclipse,  though  the  moon  be  now  betwixt  the  sun 
our  sight  Which  being  said,  he  commanded  that  they  should 
1st  up  sail  and  be  gone  about  the  intended  expedition.  But 
this  of  Pericles  was  surely  an  overbold  presumption,  as  in  the  end 
appeared,  there  being  soon  after  not  only  misery  brought  upon  his 
own  country,  and  dishonour  upon  himself,  but  all  Greece  wasted 
under  the  sad  calamity  of  a  long  lasting  war.    Thus  it  is,  that  as 
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the  signs  of  Heaven,  such  as  the  eclipses  of  the  sun  and  moon, 
comets,  &c,  are  not  things  whereat  we  should  after  an  heathenish 
manner  be  dismayed,  so  should  we  not  contemn  them  nor  the 
signification  intended  by  them ;  they  are  called  by  the  name  of  in- 
fluences, Job  xxxviii.  31,  from  the  Greek  word  em'ppn<ri<,  from  art 
and  pea>,  super  et  fluo,  that  is  to  flow  into  or  upon,  they  must  needs 
then  have  some  object  to  flow  into,  or  work  upon,  and  by  their 
working,  they  speak  to  all  those  who  will  but  lend  an  ear  to  hear 
them  — that  is,  to  us  who  are  here  below,  who  inhabit  this  dull 
dark  globe  or  mortality,  over  whose  heads  they  hang,  that  casi 
our  eyes  upon  them,  we  may  not  only  behold  them,  but  accori 
to  that  wisdom  which  God  hath  given  us,  look  into  their  si^ 
cations,  by  considering  their  motions,  configurations,  risings,  set- 
tings, aspects,  occultations,  eclipses,  conjunctions,  and  the  like. 


tsting 
rding 
ignifi- 


Plutarch  in  Vita.       Jah.  Swan,  Signa  Cwlit  Serm.,  1652* 
tcipsum  cognascerc  qttam  siderum  enrsus,  vim  /terbarum,  Src. 


Prastat  tamen 
Bern.  Met. 


<dedii. 


222 1 .  The  Several  Books  of  God  slighted  a, 
neglected  by  the  most  of  Men. 


1 

and 


It  is  usual  and  well  known  that  children  sport  themselves  an 
play  with  the  pictures  in  a  book,  gaze  upon  the  golden  cover,  and 
admire  the  silken  strings,  but  all  this  while  they  little  mind  what 
is  in  the  book.  Thus  it  is,  that  whereas  God  hath  four  es[ 
books,  first  that  of  the  creation,  a  large  and  visible  book,  Pi 
xix.  1,  2  ;  secondly,  that  of  ordinary  providence,  which  i; 
kind  of  chronicle  or  diurnal  of  a  godhead  and  a  testimony  th 
a  God,  Acts  xiv.  7  ;  thirdly,  that  of  the  extraordinary  works,  re 
ing  upon  occasion  even  to  nations  without  the  borders  of 
visible  church,  Dan.  vi.  26 ;  lastly,  the  book  of  man's  console 
a  book  that  though  here  by  reason  of  our  sinful  blindness,  it 
seem  to  be  uncorrected,  dim  printed,  and  written  with  white 
watensh  ink,  so  that  God  is  not  at  present  seen  distinctly  in 
yet  this  book  together  with  the  rest  are  but  played  with,  sligh 
and  neglected,  the  most  of  men  looking  upon  them,  but  not 
them,  are  able  to  discourse  of  them,  but  have  no  mind  to  be  truly 
informed  by  them  ;  so  that  if  the  heathen  be  left  without  ex 
what  shall  become  of  Christians,  Rom.  i.  20,  knowing  Chris 
to  whom  is  showed  a  more  excellent  way,  i  Cor.  xii.  31. 


S.  Rutheijord's  Sent,  at  Westminster,  1643.       Conscientia  codex  at,  in 
peccata  comcribuntvr ,  frc.    Chrysost.  in  Psalm. 
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2222.  God's  Decree  of  Election  not  to  be  made 
the  Proper  Object  of  Faith. 

Suppose  a  rope  cast  down  into  the  sea  for  the  relief  of  a  company 
of  poor  shipwrecked  men  ready  to  perish,  and  that  the  people  in 
the  ship  or  on  the  shore  should  cry  out  unto  them  to  hold  on  the 
rope,  that  they  may  be  saved  ;  were  it  not  unseasonable  and  foolish 
curiosity  for  any  of  those  poor  distressed  creatures,  now  at  the 
point  of  death,  to  dispute  whether  did  the  man  that  cast  the  rope 
intend  and  purpose  to  save  me  or  not,  and  so  minding  that  which 
helpeth  not,  neglect  the  means  of  safety  offered.  Or  as  a  prince 
proclaiming  a  free  market  of  gold,  fine  linen,  rich  garments,  pre- 
cious jewels  and  the  like,  to  a  number  of  poor  men,  upon  a  purpose 
to  enrich  some  few  of  them,  whom  of  his  mere  grace  he  purposeth 
to  make  honourable  courtiers,  and  great  officers  of  state  ;  were  it 
fitting  that  all  these  men  should  stand  to  dispute  the  king's  favour, 
but  rather  that  they  should  repair  to  the  market,  and  by  that 
means  improve  his  favour  so  graciously  tendered  unto  them. 
Thus  it  is  that  Christ  holdeth  forth,  as  it  were,  a  rope  of  mercy  to 
poor  drowned  and  lost  sinners,  and  setteth  out  an  open  market  of 
heavenly  treasure;  it  is  our  parts  then,  without  any  further  dispute, 
to  look  upon  it  as  a  principle  afterwards  to  be  made  good,  that 
Christ  hath  gracious  thoughts  towards  us,  but  for  the  present  to 
lay  hold  on  the  rope,  ply  the  market,  and  husband  well  the  grace 
that  is  offered.  And  as  the  condemned  man  believeth  first  the 
Icing's  favour  to  all  humble  suppliants,  before  he  believe  it  to  him- 
self :  so  the  order  is,  being  humbled  for  sin  to  adhere  to  the  good- 
ness of  the  promise,  not  to  look  to  God's  intention  in  a  personal 
way,  but  to  his  complacency,  and  tenderness  of  heart  to  all  repen- 
tant sinners  ;  this  was  St.  Paul's  method,  embracing  by  all  means 
that  good  and  faithful  saying :  Jesus  Christ  came  to  save  sinners, 
before  he  ranked  himself  in  the  front  of  those  sinners,  i  Tim. 
i  15. 

S.  Rutherford,  ut  jupra. 

2223.  Justice  Moderated. 

T  is  observable  that  by  the  place  of  that  sign  in  the  zodiac,  which 
(according  to  the  doctrine  of  astronomers)  is  called  the  Virgin, 
the  Lion  is  placed  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Balance  on  the  other  ; 
the  Lion  bidding,  as  it  were,  the  Virgin  Justice,  be  stout  and  fear- 
less ;  the  Ualance  minding  her  to  weigh  all  with  moderation  and 
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be  cautious.  Thus  it  is  that  justice  may  be  said  to  be  remiss  wh 
it  spares  where  it  ought  to  punish,  and  such  sparing  is  cruelty ; 
and  judgment  may  be  said  to  be  too  severe,  when  it  punisheth 
where  it  ought  to  spare  ;  and  rigorous,  if  at  any  time  it  be  more 
than  the  law  requires,  and  if  at  all  times  it  be  so  much.  Extreme 
right  often  proves  extreme  wrong,  and  he  that  always  doth  so 
much  as  the  law  allows,  shall  often  do  more  than  the  law  requires. 
Whereas  the  righteousness  of  God  calls  not  for  an  arithmetical 
proportion,  i.  e.,  at  all  times  and  on  all  occasions  to  give  the  same 
award  upon  the  same  law,  but  leaves  a  geometrical  proportion, 
that  the  consideration  of  circumstances  may  either  increase 
allay  the  censure. 

Jos.  Caryl*!  Inauguration  Serm.  at  Westm.,  1643.       Summum  jus  sum 
injuria.       Adsit  Repda  peceatis,  qua:  ptrnas  irroget  aquas.  Horat. 

2224.  Neutrality  in  Church  or  State  con 

detuned. 

There  is  mention  made  of  a  certain  despot  of  Servia  {which  in 
the  eastern  parts  of  the  world  is  as  much  as  a  governor  or  ruler  of 
the  country)  that  living  among  the  Christians,  kept  correspondence 
with  the  Turks,  was  a  public  worshipper  of  Christ,  yet  a  secret 
circumcised  Turk,  so  that  the  Turkish  mark  might  save  him  if 
need  were :  and  such  are  all  neutralists,  whether  in  church  or 
state,  such  as  under  pretence  of  benefactors  for  Christ,  drive  a 
trade  for  the  devil  and  antichrist,  such  as  trade  in  both  Indies, 
have  a  stock  going  on  both  sides,  that  so  they  may  save  their  own 
stake,  which  side  soever  win  or  lose,  and  live  in  a  whole  skin,  what- 
ever become  of  church  or  state,  and  by  this  means  procuring 
external  safety  with  the  certain  ruin  of  their  most  precious  and 
immortal  souls. 

R.  Kntla'  Turk.  Hist.      Intus  Nero,  /oris  Cato.       Steph.  Man  haWs  Serm. 

at  Westminster,  1643. 

2225.  The  Great  Danger  of  not  Standing 
Fast  in  the  Profession  of  Religion. 

It  is  observable  that  a  herd  of  cattle  being  shipped  for  sea,  when 
the  storm  doth  roll  the  ship  on  the  one  side,  the  brutish  herd  run 
all  over  to  the  other,  thinking  thereby  to  avoid  the  toss ;  but  their 
weight  soon  brings  back  the  vessel,  and  then  they  flee  over  to  the 
old  side  again,  and  so  the  ship  is  ofttimes  overset,  and  all  are 
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drowned  at  last.  And  such  is  the  danger  of  all  those  who  do  not 
stand  fast  in  their  holy  profession,  that  do  not  maintain  their 
ground,  keep  close  to  their  station,  and  stand  upright  in  the  ways 
of  God ;  for  whilst  they  are  not  true  to  their  principles,  but 
affected  with  ever)'  novelty  in  religion,  now  of  this  church  or  con- 
gregation, anon  of  that,  and  it  may  be  after  a  while  of  neither ; 
no  wonder,  if  being  given  over  to  strong  delusions,  they  believe 
a  lie,  and  make  shipwreck  of  faith  and  a  good  conscience  to  their 
eternal  ruin. 

Joh,  Bond,  Eshcola,  a  Serm.  at  Westminster,  1 648.        Freauens  migratio  in- 
stabilis  est  animi.    Paschal,  de  Virt.  ei  Vitiis. 

2226.  Life,  Liberty,  Estate,  &c,  to  be  Under- 
valued when  Religion  is  in  Danger  of 
Losing. 

It  is  storied  of  Epaminondas,  that  exquisite  Theban  commander, 
that  having  received  his  death  wound  by  a  spear  in  a  battle 
against  the  Lacedaemonians,  the  spear's  head  remained  in  the 
wound  till  he  heard  that  his  army  had  got  the  victory,  and  then 
he  rejoicingly  commanded  it  to  be  plucked  out ;  his  blood  and 
life  issuing  out  both  together,  with  these  words  in  his  mouth,  Satis 
vixi,  invictus  enim  morior,  I  have  lived  enough  that  die  uncon- 
quered  ;  and  being  told  a  little  before  his  death,  that  however  he 
had  lost  his  life,  yet  his  shield  was  safe,  he  broke  out  by  way  of 
exultation,  Fester  Epaminotidas,  cum  sic  morilur,  /ion  morilur,  Your 
Epaminondas  thus  dying,  doth  not  die.  Thus  it  is,  that  life, 
liberty,  estate,  relations,  wife,  children,  friends,  and  all  must  be 
laid  aside,  when  the  cause  of  God  suffers,  when  religion  lies  at  the 
stake  bleeding  even  to  death.  And  certainly  that  estate  is  well 
weakened,  that  strengthens  the  power  of  religion ;  and  that  life 
well  lost,  that  helps  to  save  the  life  of  truth,  and  yet  a  life  so  lost 
is  not  lost  at  all,  but  saved,  Mark  viii.  35. 

Tragus,  Lib.  vi.       Plutarch  iti  Parallel.      jEmil.  Prob.  in  Vita.  Quiaue 
peril  Christi  causa,  feriisse  jm>ahit. 

2227.  The  Church's  Fall,  the  Church's  Rise. 

Suppose  a  stranger,  one  that  never  heard  of  the  ebbing  and  flow- 
ing of  the  sea,  should  come  to  some  navigable  river,  as  to  the 
Thames'  side  at  high  water,  and  should  there  observe  how  much 
it  fell  in  six  or  seven  hours,  would  he  not  conclude,  that  after 
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that  rate  the  river  would  run  itself  dry  in  a  short  time  I  Whereas 
they  that  are  acquainted  with  the  tides,  know  for  certain,  that  when 
the  ebb  is  at  the  lowest,  the  tide  of  a  rising  water  is  upon  the  r 
turn.    Thus  it  is  with  the  church  of  God,  it  may  seem  to  be 
dead  low  water,  and  in  a  sinking  condition,  but  even  then,  i 
lowest  estate  is  an  immediate  forerunner  of  its  risiDg  again, 
for  instance,  the  most  raging  and  violent  of  those  ten  bloody  pe 
secutions  was  that  of  Diocletian,  but  (by  the  great  mercy  of  God 
attended  by  the  mild  and  peaceable  times  of  Constantius  the 
father,  and  Constantine  the  son  ;  all  ages  from  time  to  timemakin 
this  out  for  a  truth,  that  the  darkest  and  saddest  night  of  sorrow 
that  ever  befell  the  church  of  God,  hath  been  followed  with  a 
gladsome  and  comfortable  morning  of  joy,  that  its  worst  condition 
was  but  as  a  leading  card  to  bring  in  days  of  more  rejoicing. 

Joh.  Green's  Fast-Sermon  eti  Westminster,  1644.       Nihil  vielentum  est  per- 
petuum.    Osiandri  Cent,  iv.,  cap.  5.       Seth  Catvisius  in  Chronotog.,  29S. 


2228.  Prayer  a  Spiritual  Prevailing  Swort 

It  is  said  of  Constantine  the  Great,  that  after  God  had  bles: 
and  honoured  him  with  many  victories,  whereas  the  effigies  of 
other  emperors  were  engraven  upon  their  loins  in  a  triumpha 
manner,  he  would  be  set  in  a  posture  of  prayer,  kneeling, 
manifest  unto  the  world  that  he  attributed  all  his  victories  mo 
to  his  prayers  than  his  sword.     And  surely  prayer  is  a  prevailin 
sword,  Judges  xx.  23,  it  can  give  victory  in  doubtful  battles,  it  c» 
raise  the  most  confident  and  desperate  siege,  Isaiah  xxxvii.  36 
what  was  said  of  the  wicked,  their  tongue  is  a  sharp  sword,  Psa 
IviL  5,  swords  are  in  their  lips,  may  be  truly  said  of  the  tongues 
and  lips  of  God's  people  in  prayer,  they  are  as  two-edged  swords 
in  their  hands  to  execute  vengeance  ;  and  without  all  doubc  God's 
enemies  have  often  found  the  power  of  this  sword  of  prayer  ;  an.! 
those  which  are  the  Lord's  people  may  say  of  this,  as  David  once 
said  of  that  which  was  Goliath's,  There  is  none  like  that,  give 
me,  1  Sam.  xxi.  9. 

Niceph.  Hist.  Eceles.,  Lib.  xii.     Flectitur  iratus  voce  rogante  Dens.    Ovid,  A 

2229.  The  Loss  of  Good  Men  not  Laid  to 
Heart  condemned. 

As  you  may  see  a  silly  hen  go  clocking  and  scraping  in  the  mid 
of  her  chickens,  then  comes  the  kite  and  snatcheth  away  first  on 
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then  another,  after  that  a  third,  till  all  are  gone,  and  the  hen 
brustles  and  flutters  a  little  when  any  of  them  is  so  snatched  away, 
but  returns  instantly  to  her  scraping  and  picking,  as  if  she  had 
lost  nothing.  Even  so  do  the  most  of  men.  God  hath  in  these 
later  times  made  many  great  and  lamentable  breaches  amongst  us, 
topped  the  greatest  cedars  in  this  our  Lebanon,  deprived  us  of 
many  excellent  men  both  in  church  and  state,  and  we  (it  may  be 
for  a  moment)  bewail  their  loss  in  some  such  like  passionate  ex- 
pression, There  is  a  brave  man  lost,  I  am  sorry  such  a  man  is 
dead,  &c. ;  and  then  every  one  goeth  on  again  in  his  own  way, 
presently  forgetting  the  loss  ;  but  no  man  sitteth  alone  by  himself 
to  enquire  what  God  hath  done,  and  what  He  meaneth  to  do  with 
us,  or  what  we  have  done  to  provoke  him  thus  far  against  us.  We 
thrust  such  thoughts  far  away  from  us,  passing  by  on  the  other 
side,  as  the  priest  and  Levite  did  by  the  wounded  man,  as  if  it 
nothing  at  all  concerned  us. 

Pretiosa  di-tvt  esse  mors  betwrum,  Src.    Isid.  de  Sum.  Bono. 

2230.  The  IVoeful  Gradation  of  Sin. 

As  mariners  setting  sail  first  lose  sight  of  the  shore,  then  of  the 
houses,  then  of  the  steeples,  and  then  of  mountains  and  land  ;  and 
as  those  that  are  waylaid  by  a  consumption  first  lose  vigour,  then 
stomach,  and  then  colour:  thus  it  is  that  sin  hath  its  woeful 
gradations.  None  declines  to  the  worst  at  first ;  lust  having  con- 
ceived, brings  forth  sin,  and  so  proceeds  to  finishing,  as  thus  :  sin 
hath  its  conception,  that  is  delight;  and  its  formation,  that  is 
design  ;  and  its  birth,  that  is  the  acting ;  and  custom  is  the  educa- 
tion of  the  brat,  then  follows  a  reprobate  sense,  and  the  next  step 
is  hell  to  all  eternity,  James  i.  15. 

Nemo  fit  refentt  pessimus.  Juvenal. 


2231.  The  Great  Danger  of  Admitting  the 
Least  Sin. 

As  when  Pompey  could  not  prevail  with  a  city  to  billet  his  army 
with  them,  he  yet  persuaded  them  to  admit  of  a  few  weak  maimed 
soldiers,  but  those  soon  recovered  their  strength,  and  opened  the 
gates  to  the  whole  army.  And  thus  it  is  that  the  devil  courts  us 
only  to  lodge  some  small  sins,  a  sin  of  infirmity  or  two,  which 
being  admitted,  they  soon  gather  strength  and  sinews,  and  so  sub- 
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due  us.  How  many  have  set  up  a  trade  of  swearing  with  common 
interlocutory  oaths,  as  faith  and  troth  !  how  many  have  begun 
thieving  with  pins  and  pence !  how  many  drunkenness  with  one 
cup  more  than  enough  !  how  many  lust  with  a  glance  of  the  eye ! 
and  yet  none  of  them  ever  dreamt  they  should  be  prostituted  to 
those  prodigious  extremities,  they  afterwards  found  themselves 
almost  irrecoverably  engulphed  in. 

Plutarchi  Vita,       Will.  Pricis  Serm.  at  Wcstininsttr,  1646. 

2232.  Destruction  is  from  Ourselves. 

As  Noah  was  drunk  with  his  own  wine,  Goliath  beheaded  by  his 
own  sword,  the  rose  destroyed  by  the  canker  bred  in  itself,  the 
breast  by  a  self-bred  wolf,  the  apple  by  the  worm,  the  dam's  belly 
eaten  through  by  the  young  vipers,  Agrippina  killed  by  Nero,  to 
whom  she  gave  breath  ;  so  we  are  undone  by  ourselves,  our  de- 
struction is  of  ourselves,  Hosea  xiii.  9.  The  cup  of  the  bitter 
waters  of  Marah  and  Meribah,  that  we  have,  and  do,  drink  so 
deep  of,  is  of  our  own  mingling  and  embittering,  the  rods  that 
scourge  us,  are  of  our  own  making;  sin  like  a  friar  whips  ltscli ; 
punishment  is  connate,  innate  to  sin  ;  fools,  because  of  their  ini- 
quities, are  afflicted,  saith  David,  Psalm  cvii.  17.  We  may  thank 
our  own  folly  for  our  own  bane. 

£.  Vitus'  Serin,  at  St.  LaurtncSi,  Jewry,  London,  1654. 

2233.  Man  not  to  be  Trusted  unto. 

It  is  reported  of  Caisar  Borgia,  one  of  Pope  Alexander's  ungodly 
bastards,  that  having  built  infinite  projects  upon  his  interest  in  so 
holy  a  father,  when  news  was  brought  him  of  his  sudden  death, 
cried  out,  This  I  never  thought  upon,  now  my  designs  are  all  lost ; 
which  fell  out  accordingly.  Thus  for  a  certain,  whoever  it  be  that 
looks  for  much  from  men,  how  great,  how  potent,  how  excellent 
soever,  will  prove  like  those  who  go  to  lotteries  with  their  heads 
full  of  hopes,  and  return  with  their  hearts  full  of  blanks,  and  be 
forced  to  lay  his  hand  upon  his  mouth,  and  say,  What  a  fool  was 
I  to  expect  any  great  things  from  man,  whose  breath  is  in  his 
nostrils,  Isaiah  ii.  22. 

Guicciardin.  Hist,  di  /la!.        0  Jallacem  hominum  f ragilemone  span. 

Cie.  dt  Oral. 


SIMILES,  SENTENCES,  4a 


527 


2234.  Afflictions,  though  Grievous,  yet 
Profitable. 

Suppose  that  a  man  were  driven  to  great  straits  in  the  want  and 
need  of  these  outward  things,  as  not  knowing  at  present  which  way 
to  turn  himself,  so  that  walking  sad  and  solitary  in  the  streets, 
some  friend  of  his  taking  notice  of  his  condition,  should  from  a 
chamber  window,  or  the  like  place,  throw  down  a  bag  of  money 
unto  him,  and  by  the  fall  thereof  should  hurt  his  hands,  or  break 
his  head,  so  that  the  poor  man  not  perceiving  at  present  what  the 
matter  was,  should  be  much  daunted  and  grieved  at  the  multiply- 
ing of  his  sorrows ;  but  after  some  small  time  having  recollected 
himself,  and  finding  the  bag  not  to  be  filled  with  stones  but  silver, 
whereby  he  should  be  enabled  to  pay  his  debts  and  have  some- 
what to  spare  for  the  better  maintenance  of  himself  and  family, 
would  he  not  soon  forget  the  breaking  of  his  head,  love  his  friend 
never  the  less,  and  fall  into  a  serious  and  hearty  thanksgiving  that 
ever  he  was  so  happily  wounded?  Thus  it  is  that  there  is  no  afflic- 
tion so  grievous  but  it  brings  comfort  with  it ;  there  is  no  persecu- 
tion, be  it  ever  so  bitter,  but  brings  a  bag  of  gold,  joy  unspeakable 
to  God's  people,  and  though  it  may  somewhat  hurt  them  in  the 
fall,  yet  by  that  time  they  have  picked  out  the  gold,  tasted  of  the 
comfort  thereof,  they  wUl  love  God  the  more,  and  cry  out  with 
David,  It  is  good  for  me  that  ever  I  was  afflicted,  Psalm  cxix.  71. 

Alphont.  Salmeron  de  Miracul.  in  Joh.  'ill.       Sol  nubibus  obttctus,  Itetius  postea 
splendet,  &>c.    Nazianz.  in  Oral,  de  Cyprian. 

2235.  The  Excellency  of  Divine  Meditation. 

Luther  relates  a  story  of  two  cardinals  riding  to  the  council  of 
Constance ;  by  the  way  they  heard  a  shepherd  weeping  and  be- 
wailing himself  bitterly.  One  of  the  cardinals,  moved  with  com- 
passion, turned  aside  out  of  the  way  to  comfort  him,  as  his  necessity 
should  require,  and  he  found  him  looking  on  an  ugly  toad ;  and 
he  told  him  he  could  not  but  weep  in  consideration  of  the  good- 
ness of  God  and  his  own  unthankfulness,  that  God  had  not  made 
him  such  a  creature  as  that  toad,  with  which  the  cardinal  was  so 
affected  that  he  fell  off  his  mule  in  a  swoon,  and  coming  to  himself 
again,  he  continually  cried  out,  Well  said  St.  Augustine,  Indocti 
rapiunt  Cotlum,  &c,  The  unlearned  take  Heaven  by  violence,  and 
we,  with  all  our  learning,  wallow  in  the  delights  of  flesh  and  blood. 
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Thus  it  is  that  the  meditating  Christian  makes  out  some  spiniu 
advantage  upon  all  that  he  hears  and  sees ;  if  he  see  nothing 
God  in  those  things  which  the  world  counts  great,  he  looks  u 
them  as  nothing,  as  honour  a  bubble,  worldly  pomp  a  fancy, 
rich  man  a  lie  ;  there  is  not  a  beast  of  the  field,  a  fish  in  the 
a  fowl  of  the  air,  no,  not  the  least  pile  of  grass  that  he  treads 
but  affords  him  meditation  ;  and  as  to  the  matter  of  provide 
there  is  not  the  falling  of  a  sparrow,  the  turning  of  the  wind, 
changing  of  counsels,  the  alteration  of  affections,  or  the  answer 
the  tongue,  but  he  takes  notice  of  them  in  a  way  of  spiritual  i 
provement. 

Mart.  Luther's  Derfamat.  Popularis  de  Tertio  Pmcepto,  torn.  L       W.  Strtnj 
Sermon  at  Westminster,  1646.         Adversa  rcrum,  vet  secanda  pradi. 

Meditanda  amctis  comictts  Terentius.    A  usmt, 

2236.  God  only  to  be  Worshipped  as  the  Gre 
Creator  of  Heaven  and  Earth. 

It  is  the  observation  of  one  well  skilled  in  the  Jewish  leamm 
that  there  is  only  one  verse  in  the  prophecy  of  the  prophet  Je 
miah,  which  is  written  in  the  Chaldee  tongue,  all  the  rest  being  in 
the  Hebrew,  viz.,  chap.  x.  n,  So  shalt  thou  say  to  them,  cursed 
be  the  gods  who  made  neither  Heaven  nor  earth  ;  and  this  so  done 
by  the  Holy  Ghost  on  purpose,  that  the  Jews  when  they  were  in 
captivity  and  solicited  by  the  Chaldeans  to  worship  false  gods, 
might  be  able  to  answer  them  in  their  own  language,  Cursed  be 
your  gods,  we  will  not  worship  them,  for  they  made  neither  Heaven 
nor  earth.    Thus  it  is  that  God  only  is  to  be  worshipped  as 
great  Creator  of  all  things,  God  must  have  the  glory  in  all,  be' 
the  Maker  of  all.     The  whole  scope  of  Psalm  cxlvii.  and  cxlv 
tend  to  this  effect,  that  God  must  be  praised  because  He  is  ( 
tor  of  all  things.     Let  any  make  a  world  and  he  shall  be  a 
saith  St.  Augustine ;  hence  is  it  that  the  holy  catholic  chu 
maketh  it  the  very  first  article  of  her  creed  to  believe  in  God 
Father  Almighty,  Maker  of  Heaven  and  earth  ;  and  parti 
churches  abroad  begin  their  public  devotions  thus,  Our  help  be 
the  name  of  the  Lord  who  hath  made  both  Heaven  and  e»r 
Let  us  then  with  the  four  and  twenty  elders  fall  down  before  H 
and  say,  Thou  art  worthy,  0  Lord,  to  receive  honour,  glory,  * 
power,  for  Thou  hast  created  all  things,  and  for  Thy  pleasure  they 
are  and  were  created,  Rev.  iv.  11. 

Joh.  IVccnts',  Christ.  Synag.      Justum  est  ut  creatura  laudtt  Creatortm, 
zing,  in  Lib.  Support,  part,  y  de  Civitat.  Dei,  Lib.  v.  eap.  *>• 
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2237.  The  Religious  Hypocrite  discovered. 

It  is  observable  that  the  eagle  soareth  on  high,  little  intending  to 
fly  to  heaven,  but  to  gain  her  prey.  And  so  it  is,  that  many  do 
carry  a  great  deal  of  seeming  devotion  in  lifting  up  their  eyes 
toward  Heaven ;  but  they  do  it  only  to  accomplish  with  more 
ease,  safety,  and  applause  their  wicked  and  damnable  designs  here 
on  earth  :  such  as  without  are  Catos,  within  Neros ;  hear  them, 
no  man  better ;  search  and  try  them,  no  man  worse  ;  they  have 
Jacob's  voice,  but  Esau's  hands ;  they  profess  like  saints,  but 
practice  like  Satans ;  they  have  their  long  prayers,  but  short 
preyings  ;  they  are  like  apothecaries'  gallipots,  having  without  the 
title  of  some  excellent  preservative,  but  within  they  are  full  of 
deadly  poison  ;  counterfeit  holiness  is  their  cloak  for  all  manner 
of  villanies,  and  the  midwife  to  bring  forth  all  their  devilish  de- 
signs. 

Pet.  Baits'  Serm.  on  Jam.  iii.  2.        Verbis  alitid prodit  quam  mtntt  votutot. 
Lat.  ex.  Homer. 

2238.  Men  by  Nature  hardly  brought  to  the 
Confession  of  their  Sins. 

It  is  said  of  the  elephant,  that  before  he  drinks  in  the  river,  he 
troubleth  the  water  with  his  feet,  that  so  he  may  not  see  his  own 
deformity ;  and  it  is  usual  with  such  as  are  well  struck  in  years, 
not  so  much  to  mind  the  looking-glass,  lest  therein  they  behold 
nothing  but  hollow  eyes,  pale  cheeks,  and  a  wrinkled  front,  the 
ruins  of  a  sometime  more  beautiful  visage.  Thus  it  is,  that  men 
by  nature  are  hardly  drawn  to  the  confession  of  their  sins,  but 
every  man  is  ready  to  hide  his  sins  by  excusing  them  with  Aaron, 
by  colouring  them  with  fair  pretences,  as  did  the  Jews,  by  laying 
them  on  others  as  Adam  did,  or  by  denying  them  with  Solomon's 
harlots ;  they  are  ready  to  decline  sin  through  all  the  cases,  as  one 
said  wittily:  in  the  nominative  by  pride,  in  the  genitive  by  luxury, 
in  the  dative  by  bribery,  in  the  accusative  by  detraction,  in  the 
vocative  by  adulation,  in  the  ablative  by  extortion,  but  very  loathe 
to  acknowledge  them  in  any  case,  very  hardly  brought  to  make 
any  confession  of  them  at  all. 


Plin.  Hist.  Lib.  vii.  cap.  4.      Biga  Salutis.  Dom.  viii.  post  Pentieost. 
T.  Adams,  in  a  Serin,  at  St.  Greg,,  Land.,  1619. 
VOL.  11.  V, 
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2239.  Not  to  Murmur  under  Afflictions, 

why  so. 

Suppose  a  man  to  have  a  very  fair  house  to  dwell  in,  with  spacto 
orchards  and  gardens  set  about  with  brave  tall  trees  both  for  use 
and  ornament  What  a  most  unreasonable  thing  were  it  in  this 
man  to  murmur,  because  the  wind  blows  a  few  leaves  off  the  trees, 
though  at  the  same  instant  of  time,  they  are  fully  laden  with  fruit ! 
Thus  if  God  take  a  little  and  leave  us  much,  shall  we  be  discon- 
tent 1  If  He  take  an  only  son,  and  give  us  His  own  Son  ;  if  He 
cause  the  trees  to  bring  forth  fruit,  shall  we  be  angry  if  the  wind 
blow  away  the  leaves  1  shall  we  murmur  and  repine  at  light  an  ' 
momentary  afflictions  when  God  at  the  same  time  is  preparing  fo 
us  a  far  more  exceeding  weight  of  glory  1 

Seiitca  de  Tianquil.  Animi.       Superanda  omnit  fortuna  fcrertk  Daiit 
Deus  ntdiora.  Virgil. 


He 
ind 
and 


2240.  A  Great  Exceeding  Mercy  to  be  one  of 
God's  Dearest  Children. 

It  is  observable  in  Scripture,  that  God  hath  always  had  saint 
several  degrees  and  sizes,  and  that  some  of  them  have  had  m 
communion  with  Him  than  others.  From  among  the  multitu 
He  chose  twelve  to  be  with  him  ;  from  among  the  twelve  He  chos 
three,  Peter,  James,  and  John,  Luke  ix.  28,  which  were  e  secretioribus, 
of  the  privy  council ;  from  among  the  three  he  chose  out  John  as 
his  peculiar  darling  and  bosom  favourite,  of  whom  it  is  said  five 
times  that  he  was  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,  John  xxi.  7  and 
20.  So  now  to  this  day,  God  hath  His  babes  who  eat  milk  and 
nothing  else,  Matth.  xxi.  16,  His  children  who  know  their  Father's 
will  and  are  assured  of  His  love,  His  young  men  who  go  out  to 
war,  1  Sam.  xxv.  1 2  ;  and  the  fathers  in  Israel,  whose  gray -headed 
experience  and  wisdom  abounds,  for  they  knew  Him  from  the  be- 
ginning :  but  is  it  not  a  great  mercy  to  be  one  of  God's,  though 
but  one  of  His  little  ones,  yea  the  least  of  all,  to  be  a  star,  thoug 
not  of  the  first  magnitude,  to  be  a  disciple,  though  not  a  Joh 
nor  one  of  the  three,  nor  one  of  the  seventy?  but  to  be  a  John, 
darling,  to  lean  on  His  breast,  to  lie  in  His  bosom,  O  how  gte 
a  mercy  I  'tis  mercy  to  be  new  born,  though  one  be  but  newl 
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ne  newly  born,  but  to  grow  up  to  a  perfect  stature,  to  be 
.•nan  in  Christ  Jesus,  O  how  great  a  mercy  I 

Venning'!  Canaan's  Flowing!.      Prastat  esseservui  Domini quam  srrvorum 
dominus.  Aug. 

2241.  Removal  0/  Good  Men  by  Death  a 
Forerunner  of  ^Judgment. 

ven  as  a  careful  mother,  who  seeing  her  child  in  the  way  when 
company  of  unruly  horses  run  through  the  streets  in  a  full  career, 
e  presently  whips  up  the  child  in  her  arms  and  takes  him  home  ; 

as  the  hen,  seeing  the  ravenous  kite  hovering  over  her  head, 
ie  clocks  and  gathers  her  chickens  under  her  wings :  even  so 
hen  God  hath  a  purpose  to  bring  a  lingering  heavy  calamity  upon 
land,  it  hath  been  usual  with  Hira  to  call  and  cull  out  to  Him- 
:lf  such  as  arc  His  dearly  beloved.  When  some  fatal  judgment 
jvers  like  a  flying  fiery  scroll  over  a  land  or  people,  He  gathers 
lany  of  His  choice  servants  unto  Himself,  that  He  may  preserve 
iem  from  the  evil  to  come.  Thus  was  St.  Augustine  removed  a 
ttle  before  Hippo,  wherein  he  dwelt,  was  taken  ;  Paraus  dead 
efore  Heidelberg  was  sacked ;  and  Luther  taken  off  before  Ger- 
lany  was  overrun  with  war  and  bloodshed.  Nay,  what  else  can 
t  the  meaning  that  of  late  so  many  lights,  so  many  eminent  ones, 
lve  been  extinguished  in  this  nation,  but  to  fore-signify  the  great 
trkness  that  without  God's  great  mercy  is  inevitably  coming 
pon  us  7 

d.  Dunstervile,  a  Serm.  at  the  Funeral  of  Sir  Sim.  Hanourt,  1(142.  In 
Vila  Aug.,  per  anonym.       Meich.  Adamus  in  Vita. 

2242.  Worldly-minded  Men  little  Think  of 
Heaven,  and  why  so. 

here  is  a  fable,  how  that  a  wolf  being  exceeding  hungry  came 
to  a  tanner's  yard,  and  there  espying  raw  hides  in  the  pit,  had  a 
reat  mind  to  have  eaten  of  them,  but  being  covered  with  water 
ould  not  tell  how  to  come  at  them  ;  at  last  he  resolves  to  drink 
>  the  water,  but  after  a  while  his  belly  was  so  full,  that  he  had 
o  mind  at  all  to  the  hides.  This  is  the  case  of  all  earthly-minded 
en.  that  being  filled  with  the  things  of  this  world,  they  have  no 
omach  to  the  things  that  are  more  heavenly,  having  dined  with  all 
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the  dainties  that  earth  can  present,  such  as  honours,  riches,: 
the  like,  they  have  no  appetite  to  the  supper  of  the  Lamb  Ch 
Jesus,  at  whose  right  hand  are  pleasures  for  evermore. 

Mdandri  Joco-seria.       Atphons.  ab  Avendan.  in  Psalm  cxix. 

2243,  Christ  Ready  to  Revenge  Himself  upon 

the  Enemies  of  His  Church. 

It  is  said  of  lions,  that  as  they  are  mindful  of  courtesies  receivi 
(witness  the  story  of  Androclus,  that  fugitive  servant  of  Rome,) ! 
they  will  be  sure  to  revenge  injuries  done  to  them,  they  will  pit 
on  them  that  would  make  a  prey  of  them.    When  Juba,  King  < 
the  Moors,  marched  through  the  desert  of  Africa,  a  young  man  1 
his  company  wounded  a  lion  ;  but  the  year  following  when  Jub 
returned,  the  lion  again  meets  the  army,  and  from  among  the; 
all  singles  out  the  man  that  hurt  him,  and  tears  him  in  piec 
suffering  the  rest  to  pass  by  in  peace  and  safety.     Thus  it  is  I 
Christ  Jesus,  that  lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  is  always  ready  t 
revenge  the  cause  of  His  church,  and  take  vengeance  on  al 
have  wounded  Hiin  or  His  people,  such  as  will  prey  on 
shall  be  made  a  prey  to  Him  ;  and  though  they  wound  them  i 
their  passage  through  the  wilderness  of  this  world,  yet  certainly 
when  He  comes  again  to  judge  the  world,  He  will  single  out  3D 
that  shoot  their  arrows  at  Him  or  His,  or  Him  in  His  members, 
and  will  without  mercy  tear  them  in  pieces ;  but  as  for  the 
able,  peace  be  to  them  and  the  whole  Israel  of  God. 


Ailiani  Var.  JIist.y  Lib.  iL  cap.  5,  eitat.  per  Ulyss.  Aldrovand,  de 

Ecclesia  sute  Deus  judex  est  et  viiuitx.    Isid.  de  Sum.  Bono. 


Quadn 


2244.  Christ  the  Saints'  Wonder  and  A  dim 

ration. 

The  sun  is  gazed  on  by  all  the  world  with  admiration,  yea,  it  is  so 
admired  that  by  many  it  is  adored,  and  worshipped  for  a  god, 
by  the  Persians  at  this  day  :  and  many  insensible  creatures  (son 
by  opening  and  shutting,  as  marigolds  and  tulips,  others  by  bo« 
ing  and  inclining  the  head,  as  the  solsequy  and  mallow  flowers)  J 
sensible  of  its  presence  and  absence  ;  there  seems  to  be  such 
sympathy,  that  if  the  sun  be  gone  or  clouded,  they  wrap  up  the 
selves,  or  hang  their  heads,  as  unwilling  to  be  seen  by  any 
but  his  that  fills  them.    Thus  it  is,  and  that  in  a  far  larger  se 
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Christ's  name  is  Wonderful ;  angels  and  saints  for  love,  the 
rid  and  devils  for  fear,  wonder  at  Him  :  the  saints  (duly  and 
ly)  adore  Him  for  their  God,  and  were  there  ten  thousand  suns, 
saints  would  admire  Christ  ten  thousand  times  more  than  them 
:  He  doth  so  attract  and  ravish  their  hearts  by  the  beaming 
th  of  His  love-rays  on  them,  that  they  seem  to  be  sick  and 
mg  if  they  be  not  with  Christ,  they  open  when  Christ  comes, 
J  shut  when  Christ  withdraws,  and  will  not  be  kissed  by  any 
s,  nor  embraced  by  any  arms  but  His,  Cant.  v.  8. 

tth.  Dresserus,  de  Statu  Rtlig.  in  Persia:.        R.   Venning,  Mystery  and 


hath  been  a  tradition  that  lions  are  insomms,  that  they  sleep 
it.  It  may  be  they  sleep  not  so  much  as  other  creatures  do, 
t  that  they  sleep  not  at  all  were  absurd  to  think  ;  however,  their 
e-lids  being  too  little  to  cover  their  great  eyes,  they  do  sleep 
th  their  eyes  somewhat  open  and  shining,  which  hath  occasioned 
to  be  supposed  that  they  slept  not  at  all.  But  most  true  it  is 
at  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the  keeper  of  Israel,  neither  slumbereth 
■)T  sleepeth,  never  shuts  His  eyes,  but  hath  them  always  open 
x>n  the  just ;  He  winks  not  so  much  to  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 
e  always  stands  sentinel  for  His  people,  and  ever  looking  about 
im  to  see  if  any  danger  be  approaching ;  He  watcheth  over  His 
eople  for  good. 

fifiiaitus.      Plin.  Hist ',Lii.ia.eaf>.v.      Ulyst.  Aldrovandi  Lib.  dt  Quadruped. 


'here  is  mention  made  of  Archias,  a  Lacedasmonian,  that  whilst 
e  was  rioting  and  quaffing  in  the  midst  of  his  cups,  one  delivers 
im  a  letter,  purposely  to  signify  that  there  were  some  that  lay 
i  wait  to  take  away  his  life,  and  withal  desires  him  to  read  it 
iresently,  because  it  was  a  serious  business  and  matter  of  high 
oncernraenL  Oh,  said  he,  sgria  eras,  I  will  think  of  serious  things 
o-morrow  ;  but  that  night  he  was  slain.  Thus  it  is  very  danger- 
ius  putting  off  that  to  another  day,  which  must  be  done  to-day,  or 
:lse  undone  to-morrow  ;  Nutu  aut  nunquam,  Now  or  never,  was 
he  saying  of  old  ;  if  not  done  now,  it  may  never  be  done,  and 
hca  undone  for  ever.    Eternity  depends  on  this  moment  of  rime, 


245.  Christ's  Watchfulness 
for  Good. 


Time's  Redemption. 
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what  would  not  a  man  give  for  a  day,  when  it  is  a  day  too  late  ; 
let  every  man  therefore  consider  in  this  his  day,  to-day,  whilst  it 
is  day,  to  do  the  things  of  his  peace,  lest  they  should  be  hid  from 
his  eyes,  and  so,  whilst  like  a  blind  Sodomite  he  grope  to  find  a 
door  of  hope,  fire  and  brimstone  rain  about  his  ears  from  heaven, 
against  which  he  hath  so  highly  offended. 

Plutarch  in  Lib.  Moral.       Th.  Zuingeri  Theat.  Hum.  Vita.       Qui  non  c 
hodie,  eras  minus  aptus  erit.    Hora  sencscimus,  ejfugii  telas.    Sen.  Uippjiyt. 


2247.  Men  not  easily  Brought  to  Believe 
the  Worlds  Vanity. 

A  centlewoman  (some  piece  of  vanity  no  doubt)  being  told  that 
the  world  and  all  the  glory  thereof  was  but  vanity ;  Vanity  of 
vanities,  all  is  but  vanity,  so  said  Solomon.  'Tis  true,  said  she, 
Solomon  did  say  so,  but  he  tried  first  whether  it  were  so  or  not, 
and  so  will  I.  Thus  it  is  that  most  of  us  are  very  hardly  drawn 
to  believe  the  world's  vanity,  as  that  the  wisdom  thereof  is  but 
enmity  with  God,  the  riches  thereof  nothing  available,  the  honours 
thereof  but  dependent  and  apt  to  lie  in  the  dust,  the  pleasures 
thereof  but  momentous,  and  all  of  them  such  whereupon  may  be 
truly  written,  Vanity.  But  here  is  the  misery,  men  will  not  take 
God's  word  for  it  that  it  is  so,  they  cannot  believe  till  (nor  scarce 
then)  they  see ;  the  world  hath  bewitched  them  before  they  will 
believe  it  to  be  a  witch,  neither  will  they  believe  it  to  be  a  poison 
till  they  are  poisoned  therewith. 

R.  Venning,  Milk  and  Honey.      Vanitas  vanitatis,  omnia  vanitas,  &>e. 
versiculum  si  saperent  homines,  qui  in  potentia  et  divitiis  versantur, 
Chrys.  in  Matth.  Horn.  xx. 

2248.  Every  one  to  Strive  for  Eminency 
Christianity. 

Aristides  was  so  famous  amongst  the  Athenians  for  his  justic 
that  he  was  called  Aristides  the  Just;  when  two  came  before  him, 
said  he  that  accused  the  other,  O  Aristides,  this  man  did  you  such 
an  injury  at  such  a  time,  as  thinking  by  such  a  suggestion  to  hav 
made  him  partial  in  the  business ;  whereanto  Aristides 
answer,  Friend,  I  sit  not  here  to  hear  what  he  hath  done  ag 
me,  but  what  he  hath  done  against  thee.  0  that  Christians 
so  famous  for  holiness  and  justice,  that  it  might  be  said,  Th 
such  a  one,  the  humUe  ■,  such  &  one,  the  meek ;  such  a  one,  th 
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holy ;  such  a  one,  the  just ;  such  a  one,  the  patient  It  could  have 
been  said  so  of  Noah,  Abraham,  Moses,  and  Job,  &c.,  and  why 
should  not  every  man  strive  to  be  the  like. 

Plutarch  in  LA.  Moral.       Frequentius  (quod  dolendum  est)  boni  imitantur 
malot  quam  tnali  tones.   Erasm.  Apophthegm. 

2249.  The  Will  of  God  to  be  Resigned  unto 
in  all  Things. 

There  is  mention  made  of  a  good  woman,  who,  when  she  was 
rick,  being  asked  whether  she  were  willing  to  live  or  die,  answered, 
Which  God  pleaseth.  But,  saith  one  that  stood  by,  if  God  should 
refer  it  to  you,  which  would  you  choose  %  Truly,  said  she,  if  God 
Ehould  refer  it  to  me,  I  would  e'en  refer  it  to  Him  again.  Here 
tow  was  a  good  woman  and  a  good  resolve  well  met ;  and  it  were 
to  be  wished  that  there  were  many  such  in  these  loose  licentious 
times  of  ours,  that  would  not  be  almost,  but  altogether  persuaded 
to  lay  aside  themselves  and  their  self-will,  and  in  all  occurrences  of 
rime,  and  all  occasions  of  interest,  (whether  public  or  private,)  to 
lie  down  in  the  dust,  and  to  submit  to  the  good  will  of  God, 
whether  it  be  for  good  or  evil  that  shall  in  this  life  happen  unto 
them. 

Jt.  Venning,  Canaan's  Flemings.       Fiat  voluntas  tua,  Domine. 

2250.  The  Great  Benefit  of  Faith  truly 
Appropriated. 

In  the  twelfth  chapter  of  the  Book  of  Judges  there  is  mention 
made  of  a  war  betwixt  the  men  of  Gilead  and  the  Ephraimites, 
wherein  the  men  of  Gilead  had  the  victory  and  pursuit  upon  the 
Ephraimites ;  but  the  men  of  Gilead  having  gained  a  pass  upon 
the  river  Jordan  over  which  the  Ephraimites  were  to  run  home- 
wards, it  so  fell  out  that  every  single  man  was  forced  to  beg  his 
way;  whereupon  the  men  of  Gilead  questioned  their  country, 
whether  they  were  Ephraimites  or  not  They,  poor  creatures, 
being  struck  with  fear,  answered  in  the  negative,  they  were  no 
Ephraimites ;  but  the  men  of  Gilead  distrusting  them,  commanded 
that  every  man  as  he  passed,  should  clearly  pronounce  the  word 
Shibboleth,  (which  signifies  a  ford  or  passage,)  whereby  the  Ephrai- 
mites were  discovered,  for  pronouncing  Sibboleth  instead  of  Shib- 
boleth, two  and  forty  thousand  of  them  were  put  to  the  swotd  in. 
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that  day.  Thus  it  is  that  all  of  us  are  to  pass  through  the  gates 
death,  and  to  give  an  account  for  what  we  have  done  here  in  the 
flesh,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad ;  and  then  he  that  can  clearly  pro- 
nounce Shibboleth,  that  can  say  with  David,  Daniel,  and  BUS] 
others,  My  Lord  and  ray  God  ;  that  can  by  faith  appropriate  the 
merits  of  Christ  Jesus  unto  his  own  soul,  and  say  with  holy  Job, 
I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  shall  enter  into  his  Master's  joy . 
whereas  he  that  lispeth  out  Sibboleth,  that  with  those  five  foolish 
virgins,  and  those  other  hopeless  creatures,  shall  without  the  least 
sense  of  faith  barely  cry  out,  Lord,  Lord,  Matth.  xxv.  1 1,  shall  be 
shut  out  for  evermore,  Luke  xiii.  25. 

Stella  in  Luc.  ILL. 

2251.  True  Grace  in  the  Soul  may  be  seem- 
ingly, but  not  really  at  a  Loss. 

As  it  is  amongst  us  in  a  Court  of  Record,  the  seal  being  one 
passed  is  as  true  a  seal,  and  as  good  evidence  in  law,  (though  the 
print  be  defaced,  diminished,  and  not  so  apparent,)  as  any  that  5 
most  fair,  fresh,  full,  and  not  defaced  at  all.  So  it  is,  that  the 
least  drop  of  true  grace  in  the  soul  can  never  be  exhausted,  nor 
the  least  dram  of  true  spiritual  joy  be  quite  dried  up  or  annihi- 
lated ;  and  why  so  i  because  that  in  the  court  of  Heaven,  when  on 
a  sealing  day  the  graces  of  God's  Spirit  are  stamped  on  the  soul, 
it  may,  and  doth,  oftentimes  so  fall  out,  that  there  may  be  after- 
wards a  dimness  of  the  seal,  and  the  marks,  as  it  were,  may  be 
worn  out,  so  that  the  fair  impression,  once  so  visibly  seen,  may 
not  at  present  appear ;  yet  all  this  mars  not  the  evidence,  nor 
ought  to  weaken  the  assurance  of  Heaven,  for  there  it  shall  go 
current,  and  hold  out  in  the  matter  of  right  as  a  greater,  fairer, 
and  fuller,  because  it  was  once  as  good  as  any ;  and  once  loved, 
ever  loved  to  the  end. 

y.  R.  in  Lib.  aiititulus  rfa  wl  Sponsa  Calestis.       Quoad apostasiam  sa 
in  Mis  gratia  possit  susptndi  non  amitti,  &V. 

2252.  Christ  a  Sure  Paymaster. 

It  is  reported  of  a  certain  godly  man,  that  living  near  to  a  ph 
sopher,  did  often  persuade  him  to  become  a  Christian.  Oh,  L 
said  the  philosopher,  if  I  turn  Christian,  I  must  or  may  lose  all 
Christ ;  to  whom  and  to  which  the  good  man  replied,  If  you  1 
anything  for  Christ,  He  -m\\  Yit  swe  \o  t«ja.y  it  a  hundred  fold- 
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Aye,  but,  said  the  philosopher,  will  you  be  bound  for  Christ,  that 
if  He  do  not  pay  me  you  will  1  Yes,  that  I  will,  said  the  other. 
So  the  philosopher  became  a  Christian,  and  the  good  man  entered 
into  bond  for  performance  of  covenants.  Some  time  after  it  so 
fell  out  that  the  philosopher  fell  sick  on  his  deathbed,  and  holding 
the  bond  in  his  hand,  sent  for  the  party  engaged,  to  whom  he  gave 
up  the  bond,  and  said,  Christ  hath  paid  all,  there  is  nothing  for 
you  to  pay,  take  your  bond  and  cancel  it.  Thus  it  is  that  Christ 
is  a  sure,  willing,  able  paymaster;  whatsoever  any  man  ever  did 
for  Him  hath  been  fully  recompensed.  And  put  the  case  so  far, 
that  a  man  should  be  a  loser  for  Christ,  yet  he  shall  be  no  loser  by 
Christ,  He  will  make  amends  for  all  in  the  conclusion. 

R.  Venning,  Canaan's  Flemings.       Bonus  tile  Samaritanus  qui  persoivit 
omnia.  Isidor. 

2253.  The  Soul's  Neglect  condemned. 

There  is  a  story  of  a  woman  who,  when  her  house  was  on  fire,  so 
minded  the  saving  of  her  goods  that  she  forgot  her  only  child,  and 
left  it  burning  in  the  fire  ;  at  last  being  minded  of  it,  she  cries  out, 
Oh  my  child,  Oh  my  poor  child.  So  it  is,  that  the  most  of  men 
here  in  this  world  scramble  for  a  little  pelf,  and  in  the  meantime 
let  their  souls  be  consumed  with  cares,  and  then  at  the  time  of 
their  death  cry  out,  Oh  my  soul,  Oh  my  poor  soul ;  but  so  mad 
are  they.,  so  bewitched  with  the  things  of  this  life,  that  while  they 
pamper  their  bodies,  they  starve  their  souls  ;  great  care  is  taken  to 
neatify  the  one,  when  the  other  goes  bare  enough,  not  having  one 
rag  of  righteousness  to  cover  it,  so  that  many  times  under  a  silken 
and  satin  suit,  there  is  a  very  coarse  soul ;  in  a  clean  house  a  slut- 
tish soul ;  under  a  beautiful  face,  a  deformed  soul ;  but  all  such 
will  one  day  find,  that  he  that  winneth  the  world  with  the  loss  of 
his  soul,  hath  but  a  hard  bargain  of  it  in  the  conclusion. 

Rick,  de  Mediavilta,  Progress.  Cielestis.  Quid  indecentius  quam  cuivam  recto 
corpore  gerere  animam,  £r»f.  ?  Melius  est  corpus  quam  animam  agrotare. 
Menand. 

2254.  How  aur  Love  to  the  Creature  is  to  be 
Regulated. 

Rivers  that  come  out  of  the  sea,  as  they  pass  along,  do  lightly 
touch  the  earth,  but  they  stay  not  there,  but  go  on  forward,  till  at 
last  they  return  again  into  that  sea  from  whence  they  fetcasssK.. 
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Thus  it  is  that  our  love  must  first  come  from  Qod  to  the  creature, 
yet  being  so  come,  it  must  not  rest  and  settle  there  (however,  like 
a  river,  it  may  in  passage  touch  it)  ;  no,  it  must  return  back  again 
into  that  infinite  sea,  even  God  Himself,  whence  it  first  came.  All 
creatures  therefore  are  to  be  loved  in  God,  and  for  God  only ;  w 
that  the  love  of  the  creature  must  be  so  far  from  taking  anything 
from  the  love  of  God,  that  rather  it  must  confirm  and  increase  the 
same  ;  and  then  is  the  love  of  the  creature  truly  regulated,  when 
it  is  referred  to  the  Creator,  when  it  may  be  said,  We  love  not 
much  the  creature,  as  the  Creator  in  the  creature. 

Jer,  Dyke's  Com,  on  Phi/em.,  verse  5.      Omnia  propter  Dium,  sed  Deut profit 
seipsum  amandus  est.  Bern, 

2255.  How  to  Demean  ourselves  after  we  an 

Sealed  by  the  Spirit. 

Look  but  upon  a  poor  countryman,  how  solicitous  he  is,  if  it  be 
but  a  bond  of  no  great  value,  to  keep  the  seal  fair  and  whole : 
but  if  it  be  of  a  higher  nature,  as  a  patent  under  the  broad  seal, 
or  the  like,  then  to  have  his  box,  his  leaves  and  wool,  and  all  care 
is  used  that  it  take  not  the  least  hurt.  And  shall  we  then  make 
slight  reckoning  of  the  Holy  Ghost's  seal,  vouchsafing  it  not  that 
care,  do  not  so  much  for  it,  as  he  for  his  bond  of  five  nobles, 
matter  being  of  such  high  concernment  1  Let  us  then  being 
and  orderly  sealed  by  the  Spirit,  be  careful  to  keep  the  signa 
from  defacing  or  bruising,  not  to  suffer  the  evil  spirit  to  set 
mark,  put  his  print  with  his  image  and  superscription  upon  . 
then  not  to  carry  the  seal  so  loosely,  as  if  we  cared  not  what  be- 
came of  it ;  and  whereas  we  are  signati,  to  be  close  and  fast, 
to  suffer  every  trifling  occasion  to  break  us  up,  not  to  have 
souls  to  lie  so  open,  as  all  manner  of  thoughts  may  pass  and 
pass  through  them,  without  the  least  reluctation. 

L.  Andrews,  Winton,  Serm.  at  Court  on  Whitsunday,  161 3.     Spartam  ita 
hanc  orna.    Erasm.  Adag. 

2256.  Rulers,  Magistrates,  &c,  to  Stand  u 
for  the  Cause  of  the  Poor  and  Needy. 

It  is  an  honourable  memorial  that  James  the  Fifth,  King  of  Scots 
hath  left  behind  him,  that  he  was  called  the  poor  man's  king  :  ami 
it  is  said  of  Radolphus  Hapsburgius,  that  seeing  some  of  his  gu 
repulsing  divers  poor  persons  that  made  towards  him  for  re 
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was  very  much  displeased,  and  cliarged  them  to  suffer  the  poorest 
to  have  access  unto  him,  saying,  that  he  was  called  to  the  empire 
not  to  be  shut  up  in  a  chest,  as  reserved  for  some  few,  but  to  be 
where  all  might  have  freedom  of  resort  unto  him.  And  thus  as 
great  persons  are  in  Scripture  expressed  by  the  sun,  which  affordeth 
his  influence  as  well  to  the  lowest  shrub  as  to  the  tallest  cedar, 
shines  as  comfortably  upon  the  meanest  cottage  as  the  stateliest 
palace,  that  amongst  other  good  things  done  by  them,  they  may 
be  renowned  to  posterity  for  being  the  poor  man's  advocate,  Prov. 
xxxi.  9,  eyes  to  the  blind,  feet  to  the  lame,  always  ready  to  right 
and  relieve  those  that  have  no  other  means  to  right  and  relieve 
themselves,  but  by  flying  to  them  for  shelter. 

K.  Janus'  Basilicon  Doron.       Sthickardus  de  Jure  Reg.  Heb.  citat.  ex  Claud. 
Bemeq.  ad.  cap.  4.  SuetonU.      Jok.  Cuspinian,  Hist. 

2257.  The  Vanity  of  all  Worldly  Greatness. 

As  it  is  in  a  lottery,  the  plate  with  the  great  basin  and  ewer  make 
a  glittering  show,  and  are  exposed  to  the  public  view  of  all,  and  if 
a  man  by  chance  light  on  a  prize,  it  is  usually  no  great  matter ; 
only  it  is  drummed  out  and  trumpeted  abroad,  to  tell  the  world, 
and  this  is  the  glory  of  it.  Even  so,  if  some  of  those  many  that 
venture  hard  for  honours,  and  struggle  for  greatness,  do  speed,  it 
is  no  such  great  matter,  only  the  business  is  trumpeted  out,  told 
abroad,  and  the  world  hath  some  apprehension  of  it,  but  the  wisest 
of  mortals  found  this  also,  amongst  other  things,  to  be  vanity,  a 
supposed  excellence,  which  hath  no  true  being,  accompanied  with 
cares  and  cumber,  the  object  as  well  of  envy  as  esteem,  the  happi- 
ness of  all  such  greatness  consisting  in  this,  that  it  is  thought  happy, 
rather  than  that  it  is  so  indeed. 

H.  HardwicKs  Strut,  at  Funeral  of  Rich.  More,  Esq.,  1644.        Ardua  per 
praceps  gloria  vadit  iter.    Ovid,  Trist. 

2258.  The  Welfare  of  the  Soul  to  be  Pre- 
ferred before  any  Worldly  Enjoyments 
whatsoever. 

Therjs  is  a  story  of  one  Marinus,  a  soldier,  who  having  hopes  of  pre- 
ferment to  some  place,  being  a  Christian,  it  was  suggested  unto  him, 
that  he  must  first  forsake  his  religion  before  he  should  be  invested 
in  his  place.    It  was  so  strong  a  temptation  to  him,  that  he  began 
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to  stagger  betwixt  his  preferment  and  his  Christianity  ;  but 
good  providence  of  God,  there  cometh  one  Theodistus  unto  him, 
brings  him  into  the  temple,  and  layeth  by  him  a  sword  and  the 
Gospel,  the  sword  being  the  ensign  of  his  place  and  preferment 
Now,  saith  he,  whether  had  you  rather  have  the  Gospel  or  the 
sword  1  and  dealt  so  seriously  with  him,  that  it  pleased  God 
to  overcome  him,  so  that  he  chose  the  Gospel  and  let  the  sword 
go  :  forsook  all  worldly  pomp,  that  so  he  might  save  his  soul, 
and  preferred  the  welfare  thereof  before  any  earthly  enjoyments 
whatsoever.  And  it  is  heartily  wished,  that  there  were  many  at 
this  day  to  be  found  in  the  midst  of  us,  Taised  up  to  the  pitch  of 
such  a  heroic  resolution,  that  whatsoever  the  competition  be, 
whether  place,  preferment,  office,  &c,  they  would  lay  the  Bible  by 
it,  and  seriously  consider,  that  if  ever  they  mind  the  saving  of 
their  souls,  they  must  let  go  their  hopes  and  possessions,  and  deny 
themselves  in  them,  rather  than  let  go  their  share  in  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  Jesus,  whereby  they  have  a  firm  title  for  the  eternal  happi- 
ness of  their  immortal  souls. 

Th.  Zuingeri  Thtai.  Hum.  Vita.       Tho.  Hilts  Spital  Strut.,  1644.  Vital 
aninia^  tun  earo  tua  serviat,  Da  strviat  ammo.  Aug. 


2259.  Silence,  when  and  how  Commendable 


It  is  said  of  the  ambassadors  of  the  King  of  Persia,  that  corai: 
to  Athens  (the  then  metropolis  of  learning)  in  the  time  of  th 
seven  wise  men,  they  desired  that  every  one  would  deliver  in  his 
sentence,  that  they  might  report  unto  their  master  the  wisdom  of 
of  Greece,  which  accordingly  was  done ;  only  one  of  them  was 
silent,  which  the  ambassadors  observing,  entreated  him  also  to  cast 
in  his  symbol  with  the  rest ;  Tell  your  prince,  quoth  he,  there  are 
of  the  Grecians  that  can  hold  their  peace.  And  certainly  there  is  a 
time,  though  an  evil  one,  when  a  prudent  man  is  to  hold  his  peace, 
that  is,  when  speaking  will  do  no  good  ;  nor  can  he  be  wise  that 
speaks  much,  nor  he  known  for  a  fool  that  says  nothing.  It  is  a  great 
misery  to  be  a  fool,  but  it  is  yet  a  greater  that  a  man  cannot  be  a 
fool  but  he  must  needs  show  it.  Some  there  have  been  which 
have  scorned  the  opinion  of  folly  in  themselves,  yet  for  a  speech 
wherein  they  have  hoped  to  show  most  wit,  have  been  censured  of 
extreme  folly,  by  one  that  hath  thought  himself  wiser  ;  and  another 
hearing  his  sentence  again,  hath  condemned  him  for  want  of  wit 
in  censuring;  surely,  then,  he  is  not  a  fool  that  hath  unwise 
thoughts,  but  he  that  uttm  ihcm   even  concealed  folly  is  wisdom, 
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and  sometimes  wisdom  uttered  is  folly :  therefore,  while  others 
care  how  to  speak,  let  every  man's  care  be  how  to  hold  his  peace. 

Conrad.  Zuingeri  Thcatrum  Hum.  Vita.       Conticuisse  nocet  nunquam,  nocct 
esse  loquutum.  Bit.     Jos.  Hall,  Med.  and  Vows,  Cent,  iii.,  medit.  32. 

2260.  No  Pains  to  be  Thought  too  much  for 
the  Getting  of  Heaven. 

It  is  almost  incredible  to  believe  how  they  that  travel  in  long  pil- 
grimages to  the  Holy  Land,  what  a  number  of  weary  paces  they 
measure,  what  a  number  of  hard  lodgings  and  known  dangers  they 
pass,  and  at  last  when  they  come  to  the  view  of  their  journey's 
end,  what  a  large  tribute  they  pay  at  the  Pisan  Castle  to  the  Turks ; 
and  when  they  are  come  thither,  what  see  they  t  but  the  bare 
sepulchre  wherein  their  Saviour  lay,  and  the  earth  that  He  trod 
upon,  to  increase  of  their  carnal  devotion  ;  O  but  then,  what  labour 
should  every  Christian  willingly  undertake  in  his  journey  to  the 
true  Land  of  Promise,  the  celestial  Jerusalem,  where  he  shall  both 
see  and  enjoy  his  Saviour  Himself !  What  tribute  of  pain  or  death 
should  he  refuse  to  pay  for  his  entrance,  not  into  His  sepulchre, 
but  His  palace  of  glory,  and  that  not  barely  to  look  upon  it,  but 
really  to  possess  it  1 

Jos.  Hall,  ut  supra,  Cent,  iii.,  med.  34.       Audendo  bella  expedias, pigra  exlulit 
astris  Hand  unquam  sese  virtus.    Vol.  Flat. 

2.2&\.  Why  it  is  that  God  affords  some 
Glimpses  of  Heaven,  even  in  this  Life. 

The  Jewish  rabbis  report  (how  truly  is  uncertain)  that  when 
Joseph  in  the  times  of  plenty  had  gathered  much  com  in  Egypt  he 
threw  the  chaff  into  the  river  Nilus,  that  so  flowing  to  the  neigh- 
bouring cities  and  nations  more  remote,  they  might  know  what 
abundance  was  laid  up,  not  for  themselves  alone,  but  for  others 
also.  So  God,  in  His  abundant  goodness,  to  make  us  know  what 
glory  there  is  in  Heaven,  hath  thrown  some  husks  to  us  here  in  this 
world,  that  so  tasting  the  sweetness  thereof,  we  might  aspire  to  His 
bounty  that  is  above,  and  draw  out  this  conclusion  to  the  great 
comfort  of  our  most  precious  souls ;  that  if  a  little  earthly  glory  do 
so  much  amaze  us,  what  will  the  heavenly  do  1  If  there  be  such 
glory  in  God's  footstool,  what  is  there  in  His  throne  i   If  He  give 
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us  so  much  in  the  land  of  our  pilgrimage,  what  will  He  not  give  us 
in  our  own  country  i  if  so  much  to  His  enemies,  what  not  to  His 

friends  t 

jfoA.  Flantavit,  Ftarileg.  Rabbinicum.      N.  Waker,  a  Serm  at  St.  Paiifs,  1629. 


2262.  Comfort  Nearest  when  Afflictions  ar> 
at  the  Highest. 


It  may  seem  a  strange  course  in  the  eye  of  common  reason  whi 
Christ  took  at  the  marriage  feast  in  Cana  of  Galilee,  John  ii.  1 
the  guests  wanted  wine,  He  bids  them  fetch  water ;  cold  comfort, 
when  wine  was  expected,  to  call  for  water,  yet  for  all  that,  \vi 
was  then  nearest,  when  the  water-pots  were  rilled  with  water  ev< 
to  the  brim.  So  oftentimes  comfort  is  then  nearest  us,  when  01 
afflictions  are  at  the  highest  God  works  by  contraries,  as  ligfv 
out  of  darkness,  at  the  creation ;  life  out  of  death,  glory  out  of 
shame,  as  in  the  redemption  ;  the  blind  man's  sight  out  of  clay 
and  spittle  ;  yea,  Heaven  out  of  hell,  for  when  He  brings  His  chil- 
dren into  Heaven,  He  throws  them  first  down  into  hell,  first  humbles 
them,  and  then  exalts  them.  It  is  not  then  for  any  one  to  be  dis- 
couraged, though  Christ  pour  never  so  much  water  on  them,  for 
look  what  their  water  is,  that  shall  their  wine  be,  what  their  crosses, 
such  their  comforts,  Psalm  xc.  15. 


K 
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Jer.  Dyke,  Six.  Evang.  Hist.        Cum  duplicautur  latere?  tune  venit 
Motes.  Aug. 

2263.  The  Comfortless  Hypocrite. 


As  a  man  can  have  very  small  comfort  to  be  thought  by  the  world 
to  be  rich,  because  he  hath  a  shop  full  of  wares  and  driveth  a  great 
trade,  when  in  the  meantime  he  knows,  poor  man,  that  he  is 
worse  than  nothing,  and  oweth  much  more  than  he  is  worth ;  or 
because  he  maketh  a  counterfeit  show  of  rich  wares,  when  as  he 
hath  nothing  but  empty  boxes  with  false  inscriptions,  or  but  pieces 
of  wood  and  brickbats  made  up  in  paper,  instead  of  silks  or  other 
costly  wares.  So  is  it  with  all  those  that  seem  to  be  religious, 
that  make  a  goodly  show  of  godliness,  yet  in  the  meantime  are 
very  bankrupts  in  grace,  and  like  one  of  Solomon's  fools,  Prov. 
xiii.  7,  that  boast  themselves  of  great  riches,  when  they  are  indeed 
exceeding  poor ;  but  cut  bono  f  why  do  they  so  ?  what  get  they 
by  it  1  what  comfort  reap  \.V\ey  by  it  1    None  at  all,  their  con- 
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2267.  Punishments  of  the  Wicked  in  this  Life 
Nothing  in  Comparison  of  those  in  Hell 
hereafter. 

It  is  said  of  Christ,  that  going  up  to  Jerusalem,  and  finding  in  the 
temple  those  that  sold  oxen,  and  sheep,  and  doves,  and  the 
changers  of  money  sitting,  He  made  a  scourge  of  small  cords,  quasi 
flagdlum,  as  it  were  a  scourge,  saith  the  vulgar  translation,  made 
up  of  small  cords,  such  as  He  gathered  up  from  amongst  the  people 
in  the  binding  of  their  sacrifices,  bearing  the  likeness  and  form  of 
a  scourge,  and  with  this  He  drove  them  out  of  the  temple.  And 
so  it  is  that  the  sorrows,  troubles,  vexations,  and  punishments  that 
befall  the  wicked  in  this  life,  they  are  but  quasi  tales,  as  it  were 
such ;  they  are  but  the  type,  the  figure,  the  similitude  of  such,  the 
mere  beginnings  of  sorrows,  but  flea-bitings  in  comparison  of  what 
shall  befall  them  hereafter ;  for  when  Christ  shall  come  to  judg- 
ment, He  will  made  a  whip  indeed,  such  an  one  that  by  the  stripes 
thereof  the  wicked  shall  be  whipped  into  hell  and  all  such  as  forget 
God. 

Stephan.  Mcnochius.      Fr.  Toilet,  in  locum.      Inttndenunc  quascunque  seculi 
pocnas,  dolores,  &>c,  et  compara  totum  gehenna,  &»c.   Bern.  Med. 


2268.  Faith  and  Love  inseparable. 

It  is  a  rule  published  by  the  heathen,  that  all  virtues  are  so  inter- 
woven and  linked  together  in  a  chain,  that  he  that  hath  one  hath 
all,  and  he  that  wanteth  but  one  wanteth  all.  So  it  is  with  that 
worthy  pair  of  graces,  that  heavenly  couple,  faith  and  love ;  faith 
not  without  love,  nor  love  without  faith,  but  both  together ;  not 
faith  without  works,  nor  works  without  faith,  but  the  one  must  be 
fruitful  to  bring  forth  works,  and  the  other  thankful  to  confess  them, 
faith  must  work  by  love,  and  love  live  by  faith,  for  faith  without 
love  is  but  seeming,  and  love  without  faith  is  disordered.  Then 
as  it  is  Christ's  own  rule,  that  the  things  which  God  hath  joined 
together  no  man  should  put  asunder,  so  faith  and  love  being 
lodged  as  two  guests  in  one  house  and  locked  up  as  two  jewels  in 
one  cabinet,  they  should  by  no  man  whatsoever  be  disjoined  or 
divided. 

Cic.  de  Offic.  de  Quasi.,  Lib  iii.       Vincent,  de  la  Nuza,  Tractates  Evang. 
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no  man  be  deceived,  that  cannot  be,  vestigia  nulla  refrorsum,  there 
is  no  return  from  hell,  Job  vii.  9.  Dives  being  there  may  make  it 
his  suit,  but  all  in  vain,  Luke  xvi.  For  as  the  cloud  is  consumed 
and  vanisheth  away,  so  he  that  goeth  down  to  the  grave,  or  hell, 
as  it  is  sometimes  expressed,  shall  come  up  no  more,  ».  e.,  s 
never  converse  or  transact  any  business  upon  the  earth 
Prov.  xv.  ii,  Psalm  ix.  17. 

Paul  dt  Wami,  Doin.  infr.  Oct.  Ascea.,  Scrm.  47.       Facilts  descensus  A 
Sed  rcvocare gradum,  ijv. 


2266.  Powerful  Preaching  of  the  Gospel. 

It  is  said,  in  the  Revelation  of  St.  John,  that  amongst  many  othef 
visions,  He  saw  an  angel  fly  in  the  midst  of  Heaven,  having  the 
everlasting  Gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth, 
and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people,  saying 
with  a  loud  voice,  Fear  God  and  give  glory  to  Him,  &c.  And 
what  next  followed  1  another  angel,  saying,  Babylon  is  fallen,  is 
fallen,  Babylon  the  great  city  is  fallen,  &c.,  Apoc.  xiv.  7,  8.  See 
here  now  the  efficacy  and  power  of  Gospel  preaching,  let  but  the 
Gospel  be  sincerely  preached,  Babylon  must  down  ;  the  devil  and 
Dagon  must  fall  before  the  ark  of  God's  presence.  Whatsoever 
the  purposes,  projects,  pretences,  policies,  conspiracies,  combina- 
tions, and  confederacies  of  lewd,  atheistical,  and  wicked  men  be ; 
yet  they  shall  never  be  able  to  stop  the  stream  of  God's  word,  dam 
up  the  wells  of  salvation,  or  hinder  the  free  passage  of  the  Gospel, 
no  more  than  to  bind  up  the  wind  in  their  fists,  or  stop  the  rain 
of  heaven  from  watering  the  earth.  It  is  true  that  the  ministers 
of  the  Gospel  may,  by  the  instruments  of  Satan,  be  stocked,  stoned, 
hewn  asunder,  burned  with  fire,  slain  with  the  sword,  clapped  up 
in  prison,  fettered  in  chains,  sequestered,  plundered,  decimate 
&c,  yet  the  Gospel  itself  may  be,  nay  is  in  lively  operation,  a  F 
that  cannot  be  put  out,  a  heat  that  cannot  be  smothered,  a  po 
that  cannot  be  broken.  For  even  then  the  constant  sufferings 
and  patient  bearing  of  the  cross,  doth  as  by  a  lively  voice  pub 
and  proclaim  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  for  which  they  suffer, 
serveth  to  win  many  to  the  faith  of  Christ  Jesus, 

Did.  Stella  in  Luc.  X.        IV.  AttersM  an  Philem.  pages  2,  3.  Mi 
at  Veritas  et  prcevalebit. 
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himself  in  the  Lord  his  God,  lives  contentedly,  and  dies 

-y- 

Stella  in  Luc.  xii.         Feriuntjue  summits  Fulgura  rr.onta.  Horai. 
Cantabit  vacuus,  o-v. 

I.  Perseverance  in  Goodness  enjoined. 

part  of  a  good  workman  not  to  leave  his  work  imperfect ; 
hysician  will  not  forsake  his  patient  when  he  hath  done  but 
core ;  the  husbandman  gives  not  over  when  he  hath  sown 
;  part  of  his  ground ;  and  he  that  doth  but  half  build  a 
t  half  a  carpenter.   So  he  that  entereth  into  the  way  of 
'  and  standeth  still  is  but  half  a  Christian,  the  greatest 
i  work  is  yet  behind.   It  is  not  enough  to  begin  well, 
tinue  in  well-doing.  It  is  not  so  much  the  entrance  into 
irerance  in  goodness  that  is  required.   God  left  not 
work  of  the  creation  in  the  first  or  second  day  thereof, 
days  finished  it,  the  glory  of  His  name ;  nor  as  then  in 
tion  of  the  creatures,  but  now  also  in  their  regeneration, 
•loveth  He  loveth  to  the  end,  John  xiii.  i,  and  the  good 
He  hath  begun  in  any  shall  be  perfected,  Phil.  L  6. 
then  so  fair  a  copy  to  write  by,  so  good  an  example  to  live 
us  so  run  that  we  may  obtain,  so  sail  in  the  sea  of  this  world 
never  give  over  till  we  arrive  in  the  desired  haven,  so  to 
to  be  sure  to  make  an  end,  that  it  may  never  be  said,  to 
y  and  just  reproach,  This  man  began  to  build,  but  was  not 
finish,  Luke  xiv.  30. 

Wkiiaket's  Serm.  at  St.  Mary  Magdalene's,  Bermondsey,  Southwark, 
Incassum  quippe  bonum  agitur,  si  ante  vita  Urtninum  deseratur. 
,  Moral. 


Temptations  from  JVithin,  or  IVithout, 
how  to  be  Dealt  withal. 

find  weeds  growing  in  his  garden,  and  naturally  spring- 
of  his  own  ground,' he  taketh  much  pains  to  weed  them 
;  if  he  seeth  that  they  have  no  rooting  there,  and  are  only 
the  wall  by  some  ill-wilier,  he  careth  not  much  for  it, 
he  can  with  as  small  pains  cast  them  out  again,  as  they 
it  cast  them  in.    So,  if  we  perceive  that  the  weeds  of 
uon  are  rooted  in  our  sinful  nature,  and  spring  from  our 
.  flesh,  we  must  take  the  more  care  and  pains  to  weed  them 
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2269.  Sacrilegious  Persons  condemned. 


The  ancient  Romans  by  the  light  of  nature  disliked  and  checked 
Quint  Fulvius  Flaccus,  because  he  had  uncovered  a  great  part 
Juno's  temple,  to  cover  another  temple  of  fortune  with  the 
tiles  ;  they  told  him  that  Pyrrhus  and  Hannibal  would  not  havi 
done  the  like,  and  that  it  had  been  too  much  to  have  done  to  a 
private  dwelling-house,  being  a  place  far  inferior  to  a  temple  ;  and 
in  conclusion  forced  and  compelled  him  by  a  public  decree  in 
senate,  to  send  home  those  tiles  again.  What  a  shame  then  is  it 
for  Christians,  such  as  pretend  to  be  knowing  Christians,  to  come 
behind  the  heathen,  who  did  more  for  their  idols  than  they  will 
do  for  the  honour  of  the  true  God,  such  sacrilegious  wretches  as 
rob  the  church  and  enrich  themselves  with  the  spoils  thereof,  such 
as  take  the  houses  of  God  into  their  own  possession,  and  with  that 
whore  in  the  Proverbs,  wipe  their  mouths  as  if  they  had  done  no 
hurt  at  all ;  but  let  all  such  know,  that  their  wealth  so  gotten  shall 
melt  as  snow  before  the  sun  ;  and  their  fields  of  blood  purchased 
by  the  spoil  of  Christ,  shall  prove  as  unfortunate  to  them 
theirs  as  the  gold  of  Toulouse  did  to  Scipio's  soldiers,  of  whi 
whoever  carried  part  away  never  prospered  afterwards. 

Tit.  Liv.  Decas  2,  Lib.  5.       Coc.  SaM ,  Hist.  Lib.  \.  Ennerni  8.  Qua 
Utsos  impune  pittard  Esse  Decs?      Lucan.  Aurum  Tulosj 

Ernsm.  Adag. 


2270.  Prosperity  attended  by  Fears  and 
Cares. 

As  winter's  thunder  is,  in  a  proverbial  speech,  held  to  be  \ 
world's  wonder,  so  in  the  extremity  of  summer's  heat,  it  may  chan 
to  thunder  as  it  were  afar  off ;  but  the  main  claps  and  noise 
thunder  usually  fall  out  in  the  spring  and  autumnal  part  of  t 
year,  when  the  face  of  the  sky  is  at  the  clearest.  So  it  is  that  fe 
and  jealousies,  restlessness  of  spirit,  and  distractedness  of  mind,  are 
usual  concomitants  with  the  prosperous  conditions  of  men,  and 
attendant  upon  such  as  in  the  flourishing  spring  of  temporal  s 
cess,  and  fruitful  autumn  of  worldly  increase,  are  lifted  up  on  h: 
and  puffed  up  with  the  vain  conceit  of  their  own  acquired 
ness  ;  whilst  he  that  is  pinched  with  the  winter  of  adversit 
scorched  with  the  heat  of  persecuting  necessity,  sings  care  a 
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comforts  himself  in  the  Lord  his  God,  lives  contentedly,  and  dies 
comfortably. 

Did.  Stella  in  Lite.  xii.         Ferittntqut  summos  Fulgura  monies.  Horat. 
^  Cantabit  vacuus,  &c. 

22ji.  Perseverance  in  Goodness  enjoined. 

It  is  the  part  of  a  good  workman  not  to  leave  his  work  imperfect ; 
a  good  physician  will  not  forsake  his  patient  when  he  hath  done  but 
half  his  cure ;  the  husbandman  gives  not  over  when  he  hath  sown 
but  some  part  of  his  ground ;  and  he  that  doth  but  half  build  a 
house  is  but  half  a  carpenter.  So  he  that  entereth  into  the  way  of 
Christianity  and  standeth  still  is  but  half  a  Christian,  the  greatest 
part  of  his  work  is  yet  behind.  It  is  not  enough  to  begin  well, 
but  to  continue  in  well-doing.  It  is  not  so  much  the  entrance  into 
as  the  perseverance  in  goodness  that  is  required.  God  left  not 
that  great  work  of  the  creation  in  the  first  or  second  day  thereof, 
but  in  six  days  finished  it,  the  glory  of  His  name ;  nor  as  then  in 
the  generation  of  the  creatures,  but  now  also  in  their  regeneration, 
whom  He  loveth  He  loveth  to  the  end,  John  xiii.  i,  and  the  good 
work  that  He  hath  begun  in  any  shall  be  perfected,  Phil.  L  6. 
Having  then  so  fair  a  copy  to  write  by,  so  good  an  example  to  live 
by,  let  us  so  run  that  we  may  obtain,  so  sail  in  the  sea  of  this  world 
that  we  never  give  over  till  we  arrive  in  the  desired  haven,  so  to 
begin  as  to  be  sure  to  make  an  end,  that  it  may  never  be  said,  to 
our  great  and  just  reproach,  This  man  began  to  build,  but  was  not 
able  to  finish,  Luke  xiv.  30. 

Jerem.  Whitaker's  Serm.  at  St.  Mary  Magdalene's,  Bermondsey,  Southwark, 
1631.  Incassum  quippe  bonum  agitur,  si  ante  vita  terminum  deseratur, 
Greg.  Moral. 

2272.  Temptations  from  Within,  or  Without, 
how  to  be  Dealt  withal. 

If  a  man  find  weeds  growing  in  his  garden,  and  naturally  spring- 
ing out  of  his  own  ground,"  he  taketh  much  pains  to  weed  them 
out ;  but  if  he  seeth  that  they  have  no  rooting  there,  and  are  only 
cast  over  the  wall  by  some  Ul-willer,  he  careth  not  much  for  it, 
because  he  can  with  as  small  pains  cast  them  out  again,  as  they 
took  that  cast  them  in.  So,  if  we  perceive  that  the  weeds  of 
temptation  are  rooted  in  our  sinful  nature,  and  spring  from  our 
corrupt  flesh,  we  must  take  the  more  care  and  pains  to  weed  them 
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out,  but  if  they  be  only  injected  by  the  malice  of  Satan,  we  are 
not  to  be  so  much  moved  therewith,  but  to  cast  them  out  of  our 
minds  and  hearts,  as  often  and  as  easily  as  he  cast  them  in. 

Joh.  Downkam's  Christian  IVar/are. 

2273.  Justice  to  be  Purely  Administered. 

The  Grecians  placed  justice  betwixt  Leo  and  Libra,  thereby  sig- 
nifying that  there  must  not  be  only  courage  in  executing,  but  also 
indifferency  in  determining.    The  Egyptians  express  the  same  by 
the  hieroglyphical  figure  of  a  man  without  hands,  winking  with 
his  eyes ;  whereby  is  meant  an  uncorrupt  judge,  who  hath  no 
hands  to  receive  bribes,  no  eyes  to  behold  the  person  of  the  poor, 
or  respect  the  person  of  the  rich.     And  before  our  tribunals,  we 
commonly  have  the  picture  of  a  man  holding  a  balance  in  one 
hand,  and  a  sword  in  the  other,  signifying  by  the  balance,  just 
judgment ;  by  the  sword,  execution  of  judgment.    For  as  the  bal- 
ance putteth  no  difference  between  gold  and  lead,  but  giveth  an 
equal  or  unequal  poise  to  them  both,  not  giving  a  greater  weight 
to  the  gold  for  the  excellency  of  the  metal  because  it  is  gold,  nor 
a  less  to  the  lead  for  the  baseness  of  it  because  it  is  lead  :  so 
they  were  with  an  even  hand  to  weigh  the  poor  man's  cause  as 
well  as  the  rich.  But  it  is  most  notably  set  out  by  the  throne  of 
the  house  of  David,  Psal.  exxii.  5,  which  was  placed  in  the  gate 
of  the  city  toward  the  sun  rising  ;  in  the  gate,  to  signify,  that  all 
which  came  in  and  out  by  the  gate  of  the  city,  might  indifferently 
be  heard,  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich,  and  might  have  free  access 
and  regress  to  and  from  the  judgment-seat ;  and  toward  the  rising 
of  the  sun,  in  token  that  their  judgment  should  be  as  clear  from 
corruption,  as  the  sun  is  clear  in  his  chiefest  brightness. 

Ccd.  Rhodog.  Var.  Ltct.       ye  A.  Picrii Hieroglyph.       NUh.  Causin. 
W.  Perkins'  Com.  on  Gal.  vi, 

2274.  There  is  no  Fighting  against  God. 

There  is  mention  made  of  the  Psylli,  a  people  of  low  stature  ami 
less  wit,  silly  ones  no  doubt,  that  being  troubled  with  the  southern 
wind,  went  out  on  a  day  to  make  war  against  the  same  ;  but  the 
farther  they  went  the  more  it  blew,  until  at  last  it  covered  them  all 
with  the  sands,  and  so  they  perished.  And  the  same  end  or  w 
will  betide  all  those  that  dare  adventure  to  stand  at  variance 
God,  such  as  with  the  pigmies  dare  contend  with  Hercules, 
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with  the  giants  in  the  poet,  Oeo/iaxe'">  make  war  against  God ;  but 
let  all  such  know  that  impar  congressus,  there  is  no  fighting  against 
God,  no  standing  out  against  His  power,  no  resisting  His  will ; 
never  any  that  did  so  prospered.  It  were  then  the  best  way  to 
sue  for  conditions  of  peace,  to  lay  down  arms,  forbear  all  acts  of 
hostility,  and  seek  unto  Jesus  Christ,  the  blessed  Peace-maker 
betwixt  man  and  God  offended. 

C.  Plin.  Hist.  Nat.,  Lib.  vii.  cap.  2.        Gr.  Williams'  Delights  of  Saints, 
Part  ii. 

2275.  Death  put  off  from  One  to  Another. 

Plutarch,  in  the  life  of  Solon,  tells  a  story,  that  on  a  time  the 
young  men  of  Ionia,  standing  by  the  river  side,  where  the  Milesian 
fishermen  had  newly  cast  in  their  net,  bought  of  them  that 
present  draught  And  it  so  happened  that  when  they  drew  then- 
net  unto  the  shore,  they  found  therein,  besides  their  fishes,  a 
golden  table  or  trivet,  which  Helena  had  let  fall  in  that  place  as  she 
sailed  towards  Troy,  whereupon  the  buyers  required  the  same  as 
part  of  their  bargain,  but  the  sellers  would  part  with  nothing  but 
their  fishes.  The  contention  grew  hot,  and  would  have  come  to 
a  height,  had  not  both  sides  concluded  to  rest  satisfied  with  the 
arbitration  of  Apollo,  who  determined  it  should  be  given  to  the 
wisest  of  all  men,  so  they  sent  it  to  Thales  Milesius,  then  looked 
on  as  the  wisest  man  in  all  Greece ;  but  he  refusing  the  same, 
caused  it  to  be  sent  to  Bias  Prienaeus,  and  he  returned  it  to  a 
third,  the  third  unto  a  fourth,  and  so  on  from  one  to  another,  till 
at  last  it  came  to  Solon,  and  he  judging  Apollo  to  be  the  wisest, 
caused  it  to  be  presented  for  an  altar  in  the  house  of  his  oracle. 
Now,  so  it  is  that  as  these  men  did  in  modesty  with  the  golden 
trivet,  so  all  men  out  of  fear  deal  with  death.  When  it  knocks  at 
the  poor  man's  door,  he  sends  it  to  the  rich  man's  gate ;  the  rich 
man  pays  dear  to  translate  it  to  the  scholar,  he  with  his  learning 
persuades  it  to  the  city ;  the  citizen  will  carry  it  himself  to  the 
court ;  the  courtier  hath  no  desire  to  bid  it  welcome,  and  there 
fore  he  posteth  it  over  to  his  page ;  he  like  a  wild  buck  runs  away, 
and  leaves  it  to  take  hold  of  his  lord  ;  the  lord  had  rather  it  should 
carry  away  his  lady,  and  the  lady  would  more  willingly  prefer  her 
maid,  and  so  of  all  the  rest,  all  refuse  it,  none  will  accept  of  it, 
every  one  puts  it  off  to  another. 

Suit/as.     Diog.  Laert.  in  Vita  Thaletis.      ri{  oo<p&<;  vavruv  vpirut, 

Mortis  diem  omnes  affuturum  sciunt ;  turn  tamen  omnes  aut  pene  omnes 
differre  conantur,  <&v .   Aug.  de  Gratia  Nov.  Test. 
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out,  but  if  they  be  only  injected  by  the  malice  of  Satan,  we  a 
not  to  be  so  much  moved  therewith,  but  to  cast  them  out  of  our 
minds  and  hearts,,  as  often  and  as  easily  as  he  cast  them  in. 

Joh.  Downham's  Christian  Warfare. 

2273-  Justice  to  be  Purely  A  dministered. 

The  Grecians  placed  justice  betwixt  Leo  and  Libra,  thereby  sig- 
nifying that  there  must  not  be  only  courage  in  executing,  but  a" 
indifferency  in  determining.  The  Egyptians  express  the  same 
the  hieroglyphical  figure  of  a  man  without  hands,  winking  with 
his  eyes ;  whereby  is  meant  an  uncorrupt  judge,  who  hath  no 
hands  to  receive  bribes,  no  eyes  to  behold  the  person  of  the  poor, 
or  respect  the  person  of  the  rich.  And  before  our  tribunals,  we 
commonly  have  the  picture  of  a  man  holding  a  balance  in  one 
hand,  and  a  sword  in  the  other,  signifying  by  the  balance,  just 
judgment ;  by  the  sword,  execution  of  judgment.  For  as  the  bal- 
ance putteth  no  difference  between  gold  and  lead,  but  giveth  a~ 
equal  or  unequal  poise  to  them  both,  not  giving  a  greater  weig' 
to  the  gold  for  the  excellency  of  the  metal  because  it  is  gold,  nor 
a  less  to  the  lead  for  the  baseness  of  it  because  it  is  lead  ;  so 
they  were  with  an  even  hand  to  weigh  the  poor  man's  cause 
well  as  the  rich.  But  it  is  most  notably  set  out  by  the  throne 
the  house  of  David,  Psal.  cxxii.  5,  which  was  placed  in  the  g 
of  the  city  toward  the  sun  rising  ;  in  the  gate,  to  signify,  that 
which  came  in  and  out  by  the  gate  of  the  city,  might  indifferen 
be  heard,  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich,  and  might  have  free  acc 
and  regress  to  and  from  the  judgment-seat ;  and  toward  the  ri  ' 
of  the  sun,  in  token  that  their  judgment  should  be  as  clear  & 
corruption,  as  the  sun  is  clear  in  his  chiefest  brightness. 

Col.  Rhodog.  Var.  Lett.       Joh.Pieriiffierogi)fh.       Nich.  Causin. 
IV.  Perkins'  Com.  on  Gal.  vi. 

2274.  There  is  no  Fighting  against  God. 

There  is  mention  made  of  the  Psylli,  a  people  of  low  stature 
less  wit,  silly  ones  no  doubt,  that  being  troubled  with  the  south 
wind,  went  out  on  a  day  to  make  war  against  the  same  ;  but 
farther  they  went  the  more  it  blew,  until  at  last  it  covered  them  all 
with  the  sands,  and  so  they  perished.  And  the  same  end  or  worse 
will  betide  all  those  that  dare  adventure  to  stand  at  variance  with 
God,  such  as  with  the  pigmies  dare  contend  with  Hercules,  and 
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2278.  How  it  is  that  Truth  doth  not  always 
Appear. 

Time  was  when  Truth  lived  in  great  honour,  but  through  the  envy 
of  her  enemies,  she  was  disgraced,  and  at  last  banishe  out  of  the 
city;  where  sitting  upon  a  dunghill,  sad  and  discontented,  she 
espied  a  chariot,  attended  with  a  great  troop,  coming  towards  her ; 
she  presently  perceived  who  it  was,  her  greatest  enemy,  the  Lady 
Lie ;  clad  in  changeable  coloured  taflfety,  her  coach  covered  with 
clouds  of  all  the  colours  in  the  rainbow :  Impudency  and  Hypo- 
crisy were  on  the  one  side ;  Slander  and  Detraction  on  the  other 
as  attendants  ;  Perjury  ushered  all  along,  and  many  (more  than  a 
good  many)  were  in  the  train  ;  when  she  came  to  Truth,  she  com- 
manded her  to  be  carried  as  a  captive  for  the  greater  triumph ; 
at  night  she  fared  well,  and  would  want  nothing,  but  when  morning 
came,  she  would  be  gone  and  pay  for  nothing,  affirming  she  had 
paid  the  reckoning  over  night ;  the  attendants  upon  examination 
of  the  matter  justified  their  lady;  only  Truth  confessed  there  was 
nothing  paid,  and  was  therefore  compelled  to  pay  for  all.  The 
next  night  the  lady  did  the  like,  but  withal  committed  a  great  out- 
rage, and  being  for  the  same  brought  before  the  judge,  Impudence 
and  Hypocrisy  began  to  justify  their  lady,  Perjury  cleared  her, 
Slander  and  Detraction  laid  all  the  fault  on  poor  Truth,  who  must 
now  suffer  death  for  that  it  never  did.  The  judge  demands  what 
she  had  to  say  for  herself,  she  could  say  nothing  but,  Not  guilty, 
neither  had  she  any  friend  that  would  plead  for  her.  At  last  steps 
up  Time,  a  grave  experienced  counsellor,  and  an  eloquent  advo- 
cate, and  desires  favour  of  the  court  to  sift  and  search  out  the 
matter  a  little  better,  lest  the  innocent  might  suffer  for  the  nocent. 
The  motion  was  granted,  then  Time  began  to  expel  the  clouds 
from  the  lady's  chariot,  unmasked  her  ugly  face,  unveiled  all  her 
followers,  and  made  it  appear  at  last  that  the  Lady  Lie  was  guilty 
of  all  the  villainy,  and  poor  Truth  was  thus  by  the  help  of  Time 
cleared  and  set  at  large.  And  thus  it  is  that  though  truth  is  great 
and  will  prevail  at  last,  yet  it  doth  not  always  appear,  but  may  fall 
down  in  the  street,  and  be  trampled  under  foot  for  a  time,  may  be 
abused,  banished,  and  made  to  come  behind  lies  and  falsehood, 
yea  executed,  buried  when  it  cannot  have  time  to  clear  itself,  until 
it  be  too  late  to  save  it ;  hence  is  it  that  the  Apostle  doth  not  say, 
Now  remaineth  truth,  because  truth  is  often  banished,  but  Now 
remaineth  charity,  1  Cor.  xiii.  13  ;  faith,  hope,  and  charity,  graces 
which  give  a  being  to  every  Christain,  of  which  sort  truth  mani- 
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fested  is  none,  for  I  can  believe  in  Christ,  hope  for  Heaven,  and 
love  my  enemies,  though  I  be  belied,  but  without  these  I  can 
no  Christian. 

Peraldi  Sum.  Virt.  et  Vit.      Speculum  Excmplorum.       Temporis  filia  vcrit 
Gr.  Williams,  ttt  antca.       Jn  apricam  pro/era  cctai. 


2279.  Body  and  Soul  Sinning  together,  Liable 
to  be  Punished  together. 

There  was  a  master  of  a  family  which  committed  the  custody  of 
his  orchard  unto  two  of  his  servants,  whereof  the  one  was  blind, 
and  the  other  lame  ;  and  the  lame  servant  being  taken  in  love  with 
the  beauty  of  the  fruit,  presently  told  his  blind  fellow  that  if  he 
had  but  the  use  of  his  limbs,  and  his  feet  to  walk  as  well  as  he 
had,  it  should  not  be  long  ere  he  would  be  master  of  those  apples. 
The  blind  man  answered  he  had  as  good  a  mind  to  enjoy  them  as 
himself,  and  if  his  eyes  had  not  failed  him,  they  had  not  rested  all 
that  while  upon  the  tree.  Whereupon  they  both  agreed  to  unite 
their  strength,  and  join  their  forces  together ;  the  whole-blind  man 
took  the  well-sighted-lame  man  upon  his  shoulder,  and  so  they 
reached  the  apples,  and  conveyed  their  master's  fruit  away ;  but 
being  impeached  for  their  fault,  and  examined  by  their  master, 
each  one  framed  his  own  excuse.  The  blind  man  said  he  could 
not  so  much  as  see  the  tree  whereon  they  grew,  and  therefore  i 
was  plain  he  could  have  none  of  them.  And  the  lame  man  1 
he  could  not  be  suspected,  because  he  had  no  limbs  to  climb, 
to  stand  to  reach  them  ;  but  the  wise  master  perceiving  the  sub 
craft  of  the  two  false  servants,  put  them,  as  they  were,  one  upon 
the  other's  shoulders,  and  so  punished  them  both  together.  Thus 
it  is  that  sin  is  neither  of  the  body  without  the  soul,  nor  the  soul 
without  the  body,  but  it  is  a  common  act  both  of  body  and  soul, 
they  are  like  Simeon  and  Levi,  brothers  and  partners  in  every  mis- 
chief ;  like  Hippocrates"  twins,  they  have  idem  velle  et  idem  nolle, 
they  do  commonly  will  and  nil  the  same  thing,  and  therefore  God 
in  His  just  judgment  will  punish  both  body  and  soul  together,  if 
they  be  not  repaired  and  redeemed  by  Christ. 


rould 
jre  it 
said 

ubtle 


Pet  Mart,  in  2  Reg.  iv.,  cilat.  Lib.  Jud.  Rabbinicis.         Pares  culpa  para 
fana>.       St.  Ambrose,  de  pule  et  Resurrect,  cap.  19. 
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2280.  How  Christ  by  His  Death  overcame 
Death. 

iTis  said  of  the  leopard  that  he  useth  a  kind  of  policy  in  killing 
such  apes  as  do  molest  him ;  first,  he  lieth  down  as  dead,  and 
suffereth  the  apes  to  mock  him,  trample  upon  him,  and  insult  over 
him  as  much  as  they  will ;  but  when  he  perceiveth  them  to  be 
weary  with  leaping  and  skipping  upon  him,  he  revives  himself  on 
a  sudden,  and  with  his  claws  and  teeth  tears  them  all  in  pieces. 
Even  so  our  Saviour  Christ  suffered  the  devil  and  death,  and  all 
the  wicked  Jews,  like  so  many  apes,  to  mock  Him,  to  tread  upon 
Him  and  trample  Him  underfoot,  to  crucify  Him,  bury  Him,  to  seal 
up  His  grave,  and  set  a  guard  of  soldiers  to  watch  Him,  that  He 
should  not  rise  any  more,  and  did  indeed  what  they  list  with  Him  5 
but  when  He  saw  they  had  done  their  worst,  and  that  they  could 
do  no  more,  then  He  awaked  as  a  giant  out  of  sleep,  and  smote 
all  His  enemies  on  the  cheekbone,  spoiled  principa  ities  and 
powers,  led  captivity  captive,  and  brought  them  unto  shame  and 
confusion  of  face  for  ever,  Col.  ii.  15. 

Ulyss.  Aldravandus  de  Quadruped.      jtZlian  de  Animal.,  Ltt.  ii.cafi.  23. 

2281.  Confession  of  Sins  irksotne  to  the  Devil. 

There  is  a  story  how  that  on  a  time,  a  sinner  being  at  confession, 
the  devil  intruded  himself  and  appeared  unto  him,  and  being  de- 
manded by  the  priest  wherefore  he  came,  made  answer,  that  he  came 
to  make  restitution  ;  being  asked  what  he  would  restore,  he  said, 
Shame,  for  it  is  shame  that  I  have  stolen  from  this  sinner,  to  make 
him  shameless  in  sinning,  and  now  I  am  come  to  restore  it  to  him, 
to  make  him  ashamed  to  confess  his  sins.  And  thus  it  is  that  he 
deals  with  the  most  of  men,  he  makes  them  shameless  to  commit 
sin,  even  with  Absotom,  in  the  sight  of  all  Israel,  2  Sam.  xvi.  22, 
and  in  the  sight  of  the  sun  ;  but  he  makes  them  ashamed  to  con- 
fess any  sin  ;  he  persuades  them  to  commit  sin,  and  he  also  per- 
suades them  to  conceal  sin,  he  cannot  endure  by  any  means  that 
they  should  confess  their  sins,  and  why  1  but  because  God  is  mer- 
ciful and  just  to  forgive  them,  1  John  i.  9. 

Paul  de  fVann,  Semi,  de  Tempore.       Speculum  Exemplorum. 

2282.  To  Depend  upon  Gods  All-sufficiency 

in  Time  of  Trouble. 

Abraham  considering  that  God  was  El  Shaddai,  a  God  of  all- 
sufficiency,  Gen.  xvii.  i,  did  assure  himself  that  although  Sarah's 
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womb  was  dead,  yet  God  was  not  dead,  but  was  able  to  raise  him 
a  living  son  out  of  her  dead  womb,  as  He  is  to  raise  our  dead 
bodies  out  of  the  senseless  earth.  So  Moses,  when  he  had  six 
hundred  thousand  people  and  upward  to  provide  for  in  a  sandy 
desert,  which  yielded  them  neither  bread  nor  water,  considering 
the  power  of  God,  did  believe  that  He  could  bring  drink  out  of 
the  rock  as  out  of  a  river,  and  meat  out  of  a  cloud  as  out  of  a 
cupboard.  So  Jonathan,  when  he  went  against  the  Philistines, 
that  were  thousands,  had  this  resolution  for  his  encouragement, 
that  God  would  deliver  with  few  as  well  as  with  many,  i  Sam. 
xiv.  6.  And  so  Asa  went  as  far  as  he,  when  he  had  a  huge  army 
of  Ethiopians,  consisting  of  thousand  thousands,  besides  three 
hundred  chariots  (the  greatest  army  that  ever  was  read  of),  came 
against  him,  he  cried  unto  the  Lord  his  God,  and  said,  Lord,  it 
is  nothing  with  Thee  to  help,  whether  with  many  or  with  them 
that  have  no  power,  &c,  2  Chron.  xiv.  11.  And  so  it  is,  that  every 
man  should  depend  upon  his  God,  who  can  help  with  few  friends 
or  no  friends,  with  small  means  or  no  means,  as  well  as  if  he  had 
all  the  means  or  all  the  friends  in  the  world ;  and  therefore  let  no 
man  be  dismayed  in  the  time  of  affliction,  nor  faint  in  the  hour  of 
temptation;  but  if  his  troubles  be  great,  let  him  remember  that 
God  is  greater ;  if  his  enemies  be  mighty,  let  him  know  that  God 
is  mightier  than  they,  His  hand  is  of  iron  and  His  feet  of  burning 
brass,  Rev.  i,  15,  not  only  to  tread  upon,  but  trample  under  foot 
the  enemies  of  His  church  and  people. 

Gr.  Williams'  Seven  Golden  Candlesticks,  Part  ii.  ch  4. 

2283.  Simplicity  of  Men,  to  be  more  Affecte* 
with  the  Loss  of  Things  Temporal,  th 

Spiritual. 

It  is  said  of  Honorius,  a  Roman  emperor,  that  when  one  tol 
him  Rome  was  lost,  he  was  exceedingly  grieved,  and  cried  o 
Alas,  alas ;  for  he  supposed  it  was  his  hen,  so  called,  which  he 
ceedtngly  loved  ;  but  when  it  was  told  him  it  was  his  imperial  ci 
of  Rome  that  was  besieged  by  Alaricus.  and  was  taken,  and 
the  citizens  rifled  and  made  a  prey  to  the  rude,  enraged  soldi 
then  his  spirits  were  revived,  that  his  loss  was  not  so  great  as 
imagined.    Now  can  it  be  otherwise  thought,  but  that  this  dis 
sition  of  Honorius  was  most  simple  and  childish  ?  yet  the  most 
men  are  under  the  same  condemnation,  as  being  too,  too  ruu 
affected  with  the  loss  of.  a,        silly  hen,  with  the  deprivation 
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things  temporal,  nothing  at  all  minding  the  want  of  those  which 
are  spiritual ;  if  they  lose  a  little  wealth,  the  least  punctilio  of 
honour,  a  little  pleasure,  a  little  vanity,  things  of  themselves  good 
for  nothing,  because  of  themselves  they  can  make  nothing  good, 
(and  then  as  the  proverb  goeth,  That  is  too  dear  of  a  farthing, 
that  is  good  for  nothing,)  yet  for  these  things,  they  will  vex  and 
fret,  weep  and  wail,  and  their  mourning  shall  be  like  that  of  Hada- 
drimmon  in  the  valley  of  Megiddon,  Zech.  xii.  n  ;  but  when  they 
lose  their  precious  souls  in  the  deserts  of  sin,  and  God  for  sin, 
when  they  are  rifled  and  stripped  naked  of  grace,  not  having  the 
least  rag  of  Christ's  righteousness  to  cover  them,  then  with  the 
Israelites  they  sit  down  to  eat  and  drink,  and  rise  up  to  play, 
Exod.  xxxil  6 ;  so  foolish  are  they  and  ignorant,  even  as  the  beast 
which  perisheth,  Psalm  xlix.  20. 

jfoh.  Zonaras,  Hist.  torn.  3.       Car.  Sigonius,   Impp.  Occident,  Lib.  ii. 
O  vanas  hominum  mettles  I    O  pec  tot  a  cteca  I 

2284,  The  Sufferings  of  Christ  as  so  many 
Examples  to  Teach  us  to  Suffer. 

It  is  said  of  Antiochus,  that  being  to  fight  with  Judas,  captain  of  the 
hostof  the  Jews,  he  showed  unto  his  elephants  the  blood  of  the  grapes 
and  mulberries,  to  provoke  them  the  better  to  fight,  1  Maccab.  vi. 
34.  And  so  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  set  down  unto  us ;  what  injuries, 
contumelies,  and  torments  our  Saviour  Christ  hath  borne,  and  how 
patiently  He  did  bear  them,  to  encourage  us  to  endure  whatsoever 
calamities  shall  betide  us,  during  this  our  pilgrimage  here  on  earth. 
It  is  well  known  that  He  came  into  the  world  without  sin,  but  He 
went  not  out  without  sorrow.  And  therefore,  what  if  we  suffer  re- 
proaches, poverty,  shame,  death  f  What  matter  of  shame  can  it 
be  to  us,  seeing  Christ  hath  suffered  all  for  us  t  Nay,  what  a 
shame  is  it,  if  we  will  not  be  ready  to  suffer  anything  for  His 
name's  sake,  that  hath  suffered  so  much  for  our  sins,  that  leaving 
us  so  fair  an  example,  we  should  not  follow  His  steps. 

Christo  duct,  et  auspice  sequar.       Chrysostom  in  Matth.  xxvii. 

2285.  God  hardly  Accepting  of  Late  Service 
done  unto  Him. 

It  is  observable  that  there  were  three  payments  of  first  fruits 
amongst  the  Jews,  Levit  xxiii.  10 :  the  first  was  pritnitia  spicarum, 
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the  first-fruits  of  their  ears  of  corn,  early,  about  Easter  ;  the  second 
was  primitix  panum,  the  first-fruits  of  their  loaves,  and  that  was 
somewhat  early  too,  about  Whitsuntide ;  and  the  third  was  pri- 
mitive frugum,  the  fruits  of  all  their  latter  fruits  in  general,  and  1 
was  very  late,  about  the  fall  of  the  leaf,  in  September.  In  the  I 
first  payments,  which  were  offered  eaily,  God  accepted  a  part  I 
Himself,  but  in  the  third  payment,  which  came  late,  God  would 
have  no  part  at  all.  Even  so,  if  we  offer  the  first  fruits  of  our 
young  years  early  unto  God,  He  will  accept  of  them  as  seasonab 
done  ;  but  if  we  give  our  best  years  unto  Satan,  sacrifice 
flower  of  our  youth  unto  sin,  serve  the  world,  and  follow  after  1 
lusts  of  our  flesh  while  we  are  young,  and  put  all  the  burden  of 
duty  upon  our  weak,  feeble  and  decrepit  old  age,  give  our  first 
years  to  Satan,  and  the  last  unto  God,  sure  it  is,  that  as  He  then 
refused  such  sacrifices  under  the  law,  He  will  not  easily  receive 
them  now  in  the  rime  of  the  Gospel. 

Steph.  Menochius  de  Repub.  Hebrtrarum,  Lib,  ii.  cap.  16.      Telle  moras  ;  semper 

mxuit  differe  paratis.  Luean. 

2286.  Why  it  is  that  Late  Service  done  unto 
God  is  seldom  Accepted. 

It  would  seem  preposterous,  nay,  ridiculous,  that  some  inferior 
man  should  present  his  prince  with  a  horse  that  were  lame,  a  clock 
out  of  order,  or  a  book  that  were  torn  and  imperfect.  Yet  thus 
all  of  us  do,  our  flesh  is  our  beast,  the  course  of  our  life  is  our 
clock,  and  the  history  of  our  actions  is  our  book.  And  shall  we 
offer  then  our  flesh  unto  God,  when  it  is  lame  and  tired  out  with 
excess  of  wantonness !  shall  we  commend  our  lives  unto  Him, 
when  all  the  whole  course  thereof  is  out  of  order  1  or  shall  we  pre 
sent  the  story  of  our  actions  unto  Him,  when  as  a  thousand 
of  our  own,  (for  which  we  should  be  sorrowful,)  and  a  thou 
blessings  of  God,  (for  which  we  should  be  thankful,)  are  quite 
faced  and  rased  out  of  our  memory  1  or  if  we  should  offer  su 
unto  God,  why  should  we  think  it  strange  that  He  should  rej 
them  1  We  cannot,  for  continency,  abstinency,  temperance,  a 
such  like,  are  in  old  age  no  virtues,  but  a  disability  to  be  vicious 
as  to  leave  good  fellowship  when  we  are  sick,  and  many  other 
when  we  are  old,  is  not  so  much  a  leaving  of  sin  as  sin  leaving  us 
and  surely  such  service  will  be  but  hardly  accepted. 


Gr.  Williams,  ul  autea. 


Pamitentia  sera,  mm  vera. 
JVai>fragi. 


Pi.  Bosquieri 
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2287.  Honesty  the  Best  Policy. 

Themistocles,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Athenians,  told  them  that  he 
found  out  a  way,  which  would  make  very  much  for  the  advance  of 
their  glory  and  dignity,  but  it  was  not  fit  to  be  published  to  all  the 
people.  The  Senate  thereupon  determined,  that  it  should  be 
revealed  only  to  Aristides,  and  if  he  approved  thereof  they  would 
all  receive  it ;  so  Themistocles  told  Aristides,  that  the  burning  of 
all  the  naval  stations,  that  is,  all  the  shipping  and  haven-docks  of 
the  Grecians,  would  prove  a  notable  design  to  make  the  Athenians 
masters  of  all  Greece.  Aristides  having  his  errand,  told  the 
Athenians  in  brief,  Themistoclis  consilio  nihil  esse  utilius,  sed,  6rc, 
that  there  could  not  be  a  more  profitable  counsel  for  them  than 
that  of  Themistocles,  but  withal  there  could  not  be  a  more  dis- 
honest ;  whereupon  the  people  charged  Themistocles  that  he  should 
never  speak  of  it  any  more.  A  most  excellent  example  of  a  virtu- 
ous, though  heathen  people,  that  would  utterly  refuse  all  profit 
that  came  not  in  by  the  way  of  honesty,  hearken  to  no  counsel 
that  tended  to  any  kind  of  turpitude,  nor  lend  an  ear  to  any  advice 
-  that  was  not  just  And  it  is  heartily  to  be  wished,  that  all  such 
as  profess  themselves  to  be  Christians,  would  learn  so  much  of 
the  heathen,  as  not  to  do  evil  that  good  may  come  of  it,  not  to 
make  religion  a  stalking  horse  to  policy,  not  to  raise  themselves 
by  the  ruin  of  others,  nor  to  make  use  of  their  weaker  brother  as 
a  stirrup  to  mount  them  into  the  saddle  of  their  so  much  desired 
greatness ;  but  to  be  honest,  to  do  righteous  things,  do  as  they 
would  be  done  by,  always  remembering  that  proverb  of  our  English 
Solomon  (King  James),  Honesty  will  prove  to  be  the  best  policy 
in  the  end. 

Plutarch  in  Vita  Aristidis.       Dtodorus,  Lib.  xi.      Jos.  Shutit  Scrm.  at  St. 
Paul's,  Lond.,  1624.      Probus  quasi  probatus. 
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Corrupt  judgments,  men  of,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ( 

Corruption  of  nature  left  even  in  the  most  regenerate  men  to  humble  them, 
Courts  of  judicature  to  be  free  from  all  manner  of  injustice, 
Creation,  God  to  be  seen  in  the  works  of, 
Creature  (the)  how  our  love  to,  is  to  be  regulated, 
Creatures  (all  the)  subservient  to  the  good  will  and  pleasure  of  God, 
Cross  (the),  Christ  to  be  made  our  example  in  bearing,  ... 
Crosses,  afflictions,  &c,  men  to  be  prepared  for,  ...  ,„ 

Crosses  (worldly)  turned  into  spiritual  advantage, 
Crowns  have  their  periods,  &c, 


D. 

Danger  (public),  no  safety  to  be  expected  in  the  midst  of, 
Dead  men  soon  forgotten,     ...  ...  ...  ... 

Death,  child  of  God  triumphing  over, 

Death,  Christians  to  be  careful  that  they  may  find  comfort  in, 
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Death,  true  Christian's  confidence  and  contempt  of,       ...  ...  456 

Death  of  a  child  of  God,  good  Christian's  hope  at  the,    ...  ...  489 

Death  (how  Christ  overcame)  by  His  death,     ...         ...  ...  663 

Death  (day  of)  becomes  the  good  man's  comfort,           ...  ...  88 

Death  (day  of)  better  than  the  day  of  life,        ...         ...  ...  107 

Death,  difference  of  good  and  bad  men  in  their  preparation  for,    ...  199 

Death,  godly  man  rejoicing  in,          ...  '        ...          ..  ...  '  201 

Death,  good  Christian's  absolute  victory  over,  ...         ...  ...  248 

Death,  generality  of  men  nothing  mindful  of,    ...         ...  ...  55 

Death,  great  benefit  of  frequent  meditation  of,  ...         ...  ...  45 

Death,  the  generality  of  men  not  enduring  to  hear  of,     ...  ...  391 

Death,  greatness  of  kings,  princes,  &c,  no  protection  from,  ...  3o4 
Death  (kings,  princes,  &c.  subject  to),  as  well  as  the  least  of  the  people,  303 

Death,  wording's  woe  and  just  man's  joy  at  the  time  of,  ...  289 

Death  (why  men  not  to  hasten)  but  submit  to  the  will  of  God,  ...  46 

Death,  the  painful  minister's  joy  at  the  time  of,            ...  ...  212 

Death,  to  be  patient  at  the  time  of,  and  why,    ...         ...          ..  361 

Death,  to  be  always  prepared  for,      ...         ...         ...  ...  248 

Death,  sense  of,  taken  away  by  commonness  of  the  death  of  others,  223 

Death,  all  men  alike  in,       ...          ...         ...         ...  ...  250 

Death,  how  more  generally  excused  than  accused,         ...  ...  302 

Death  of  faithful  magistrates,  ministers,  &c  to  be  lamented,  ...  385 

Death  put  off  from  one  to  another,     ...          ...          ...  ...  549 

Deliberation  to  be  used  in  all  our  ways,            ...          ...  ...  191 

Deliverance  patiently,  to  wait  God's  time  for,              ...  ...  370 

Destruction  is  from  ourselves,           ...         ...         ...  ...  528 

Devil,  how  he  is  said  to  know  our  thoughts,     ...         ...  ...  195 

Devil,  how  he  makes  use  of  the  world  to  destroy  man,    ...  ...  414 

Devil  (the)  rewarding  his  servants,     ...         ...          ...  ...  261 

Devil's  cunning  to  deceive,  ...          ...         ...         ...  ...  389 

Devil's  hard  dealing  with  the  ensnared  sinner,  ...          ...       .  ...  417 

Devil's  rage,  an  argument  for  the  day  of  judgment  near  at  hand,  ...  471 

Discretion  a  man's  part  of  true  wisdom,          ...          ...  ...  510 

Discretion  to  be  the  guide  of  all  religious  actions,          ...  ...  383 

Dissembler  (the  deepest)  at  one  time  or  other  discovering  himself,  224 

Dissention,  the  forerunner  of  confusion,           ...         ...  ...  470 

Distress,  God  only  to  be  trusted  in  time  of,      ...          ...  ...  463 

Divine  meditation,  the  excellency  of,  ...          ...         ...  ...  627 

Division,  the  evil  of,           ...         ...         ...         ...  ...  217 

Divisions  in  church  and  state  to  be  prevented,  ...          ...  ...  358 

Doctrine  of  their  own  minister,  blessing  of  God  attendant  on  people 

listening  to  the,            ...         ...          ...         ...  ...  490 

Drinking  (extraordinary),  to  be  careful  of,        ...         ...  ...  218 

Drinking  (excessive)  condemned,       ...         ...         ...  ...  220 

Drinking,  the  excess  thereof  reproved,              ..         ...  ...  393 

Drunkenness  a  great  punishment  of  itself,        ..          ...  ...  233 

Duties  (holy)  to  be  watchful  in  the  performance  of,        ...  ...  142 

E. 

Election,  the  true  comfort  of,           —         ...         ...  ...  403 

Election,  how  to  be  assured  of  our,     ...         ...         ...  ...  403 

Election  (God's  decree  of)  not  to  be  made  the  proper  object  of  faith,  621 
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Endtavours  (all)  to  be  sanctified  byprayer, 

Enemies  of  the  world,  God  alone  more  powerful  than  all  the, 

Envy,  destructive  quality  of,  ... 
Errors  and  erroneous  teachers,  to  beware  of. 
Eternity  (nothing  but)  will  satisfy  the  gracious  soul, 
Eternity,  in  all  our  doings  to  think  upon, 
Excess,  the  evil  of,  ... 

Excommunicated  persons  (children  of)  to  be  baptised. 
Experimental  Christian,  the  undaunted  Christian  is  the,  ... 
Extremity  (man's)  God's  opportunity,  ... 


Faction  and  schism  (the  condition  of  ringleaders  of)  deplorable,  ... 
Faint-hearted  Christian  described. 

Faith,  how  the  first  act  of  repentance  is  an  indication  of, 
Faith,  why  to  be  preserved  at  the  head  of  all  graces, 
Faith  (true  saving),  though  never  so  weak,  is  all  in  all,  ... 
Faith,  how  it  chaliengeth  superiority  above  other  graces, 
Faith  (how  strong  and  weak  in)  to  demean  themselves  to  God's  providence, 
Faith  (true  saving),  least  degree  of,  accepted  by  God,      ...  aM  104 

Faith,  more  comfortable  to  have  a  stroDg,  than  a  weak  one. 
Faith  not  always  sensible,     ...  ...  ..         ...  ... 

Faith  (justifying),  force  of,    ...         ...         ...  ... 

Faith,  a  sure  anchor-hold  in  the  time  of  distress,  ...  ... 

Faith  and  repentance  to  be  daily  reoewed  and  increased, 
Faith  (saving)  the  only  faith, 
Faith  (appropriation  of)  is  all  in  all,  .., 
Faith,  several  degrees  of, 

Faith  (men  to  be  careful  in  the  trial  of  their)  whether  it  be  sound  or  not, 
Faith,  how  it  is  said  to  be  made  perfect  by  works,         ...  ... 

Faith  (how  to  make  trial  of)  whether  it  be  right  or  not,   _*  ... 
Faith  truly  appropriated,  the  great  benefit  of,  ...  ...  ... 

Faith  and  love  inseparable,  ...  ...  ...  ...  .*• 

Family,  unhappiness  of  a  disordered,  ... 
Fault  (a  man  to  be  clear  of  that)  he  reproves  in  another,  ... 
Fast  (how  to)  comfortably,  ...         ...  ...  ...  ... 

Fatherly  counsel  hath  and  ought  to  be  prevalent  with  children, 
Fear  and  courage  in  the  apprehension  of  man's  mistaking  the  object 
spoils  all,         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Flatterers  to  be  avoided,       ...  ...  ...  ... 

Flatterers,  a  caveat  for, 
Flesh  and  blood  not  to  be  hearkened  unto, 
Foreign  aid  and  assistance,  the  great  danger  of  relying  on. 
Formal  Christian  described,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Friend  (faithful  and  modest)  very  hard  to  be  found,        ...  ... 

Friendship  (true  and  real)  very  hard  to  be  found.  ...  ... 

Friendship  tried  in  times  of  affliction,  ... 


G. 

C/fts  (variety  of)  in  the  ordinance  of  preaching. 
Giver,  God  loveth  a  chcerM, 
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fx* 

Glory,  excellency  of  the  crown  of,      ...          ...                     ...  2ds> 

Gluttony  reproved,              ..         ...         ...          ...         ...  168 

God  (to  appear  before)  in  all  humility,            ...         ...          ..  1 

God  and  goodness,  difference  between  a  spiritual  and  worldly  man  in  • 

the  way  of,     ..          ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  34 

God,  great  danger  of  our  not  reconciling  ourselves  to,     ...          ...  79 

God  to  have  all  glory,          ...          ...           ..          ...          ...  95 

God  (man  to  be  thankful  to)  in  consideration  of  the  creatures,      ...  96 

God  afflicting  His  children  to  try  their  sincerity,            ..         ...  100 

God  (he  that  truly  feareth)  pauseth  not  for  the  affronts  of  men,      ...  116 

God,  poorest  man  in  his  calling  may  do  very  good  service  unto,    ...  133 
God,  not  to  be  set  out  by  any  representation  or  image  in  the  eye  of  man,  136 

God  (true  love  of)  will  cause  familiarity  with,    ...         ...          ...  173 

God,  man  to  be  truly  thankful  to,      ...          ...          ..         ...  17S 

God,  to  bless  Him  for  all,     ...          ...          ...         ...         ...  182 

God  (the  greatest  things  wrought  by)  without  means,     ...          ...  236 

God  Himself  to  be  only  expected  as  a  reward  of  all  good  endeavours,  238 

God,  why  He  suffers  His  children  to  be  in  a  wanting  condition,    ...  249 

God,  a  merciful  God,          ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  278 

God  (mercies  of)  to  be  recorded  to  all  posterity,            ...          ...  280 

God  (children  of)  why  it  is  they  die  usually  sooner  than  others,     ...  297 

God  (to  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of)  impossible,          ...          ...  314 

God  (the  knowledge  of>  through  faith  in  Christ,  the  way  to  true  happiness,  317 

God  a  jealous  God  of  His  honour,      ...         ...         ...          ...  318 

God,  how  it  is  and  why  He  loves  us,  ...         ...          ...         ...  320 

God  (the  exceeding  love  of)  to  mankind,  admirable,       ...          ...  344 

God  raising  up  instruments  for  the  deliverance  of  His  people,       ..  34$ 

God  (universal  obedience  unto)  enjoined,         ..          ..          ...  346 

God,  sad  effects  of  not  giving  due  glory  to,       ...         ...         ...  349 

God  only  able  to  work,  man  to  will  and  to  do,             ..          ...  376 

God  (service  of),  no  worldly  thing  must  hinder  the,       ...         ...  38* 

God  only  to  be  served,        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  400 

God  (bountiful  goodness  of)  tc  His  children,    ...         ...         ...  437 

God  a  sure  fast  Friend,        ...          ...          ...         ...         —  443 

God  the  only  object  of  His  people's  trust  in  time  of  distress,        ...  465 

God,  how  it  is  that  He  is  more  Dowerful  than  all  His  creatures,    ...  466 

God  (the  true  service  of)  how  it  is  that  men  so  much  fail  in,          ..  469 

God  predestinateth  to  the  means  as  well  as  to  the  end,    ...         ...  472 

God,  how  it  is  that  He  is  alone  to  every  one  of  His  children,       .  .  496 

God  (what  it  is  to  trust  in)  really  and  truly,       ..         ...         ...  499 

God  (the  workings  of)  in  the  deliverances  of  His  people  are  various,  606 

God  only  to  be  worshipped  as  the  great  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  628 

God,  there  is  no  fighting  against,        ...         ...         ...          ...  648 

Godfathers  and  godmothers,  how  it  is  that  they  undertake  for  children 

in  baptism,      ..          ...         ...          ...         ...         •••  252 

Godliness  (way  of)  more  comfortable  than  wordly  men  can  imagine,  1 46 

Godliness  a  great  mystery,  and  why  so,           ...         ...         ...  188 

Godliness  a  very  gainful  trade,          ...          ...          ...       _  —  189 

Godly  profession  (men  not  to  be  ashamed  of  their)  though  the  wicked 

speak  evil  of  them,       ...          ...          ...          ...         •  •  495 

God's  blessing  on  the  means  doeth  all,           ...          ...         ...  395 

God's  blessing  (to  rely  on)  notwithstanding  all  opposition,           ...  444 

God's  cause,  excellency  of  resolution  in,          ...         ...         ...  60 
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God's  cause  and  religion,  men  to  be  forward  in  promoting, 
God's  comfortable  preference  in  the  midst  of  spiritual  desertions, 
God's  comfortable  appearance  to  His  people  in  the  hour  of  death, 
God's  children  afflicted  to  make  them  perfect,  ...  ... 

God's  children,  union  and  fellowship  one  with  another,  ... 
God's  dwelling  in  the  soul  that  timely  fears  Him,  ... 
God's  goodness,  man's  unthankfulness,  ...  ,,« 

God's  goodwill  and  pleasure,  to  rest  contented  with,  «., 
God's  goodwill  and  pleasure  (content  with)  a  great  blessing, 
God 's  goodwill  and  pleasure,  patiently  to  wait  in, 
God  s  honour  (silence  in  the  cause  of)  condemned, 
God's  immutability, 

God's  judgments,  causes  of  them  to  be  considered, 

God's  judgment  and  man's  not  conversant, 

God's  love  (assurance  of)  the  only  comforter, 

G^d's  love  to  His  children  in  spiritual  desertions,  and  bow, 

God's  love  the  only  true  love, 

God's  patience  great,  notwithstanding  man's  provocations. 
Cod's  people,  miseries  attendant  on  haters  of,    ...  ... 

God's  people,  why  to  be  at  peace  with  one  another, 
God's  people,  the  safety  o£  ... 

God's  people,  wicked  men  see  the  miseries  but  not  the  joys  of, 
God's  promises  are  for  the  most  part  conditional, 
God's  secrets  (not  to  consult  with)  but  with  His  revealed  Word, 
God's  secrets  (curious  inquisitors  into)  deservedly  punished, 
God's  service  perfect  freedom,  ...  ...  ... 

God's  watchfulness  over  His  people  for  their  good,  m 
God's  ways  (negligence  in)  reproved,  ... 
God's  ways  (spiritual  sloth  in)  reproved,  .„ 
God's  will  and  disposal,  the  best  condition  to  be  at, 
God's  bare  word,  to  depend  upon, 

God  s  Word  (negligent  hearing  of)  condemned,  ... 
God's  Word  (careless  worldly  hearers  of)  to  be  reproved, 
God's  Word  (neglect  in  hearing  of)  dangerous,  ... 
God's  Word,  great  danger  of  not  keeping  close  to, 
God's  Word,  great  benefit  of  hearing  and  practising. 
Good  (God  rewarding  the  least)  done  to  His  people,       . .  > 
Good  for  evil,  to  do,  ...  ...  ...  „, 

Good  man  (a)  merciful  to  the  very  beasts,  ... 
Good  man  (a)  denominated  from  the  goodness  of  his  heart. 
Good  men  (the  loss  of)  not  laid  to  heart  condemned, 
Good  men  (removal  of)  by  death,  a  forerunner  of  judgment, 
Goodness,  not  greatness  that  holdeth  out  to  the  last, 
Goods  ill  gotten  never  prosper,  ...  ... 

Good  things  (minding  ol)  a  notable  way  to  increase  grace, 

Gospel,  powerful  preaching  o(. 

Gospel  (preached)  the  different  effects  of, 

Gospel  (preaching  of),  how  of  a  double  and  contrary  operation  u 
different  persons,  ...  ...  .,. 

Government  (good)  a  good  wish  to,    ...  ...  ... 

Government,  the  great  weight  of,       ...  ...  ... 

Government,  the  multitude  always  desirous  to  have  change  in 
Government  (good)  the  happiness  o£  ... 
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Government  (the  heavy  weight  of  all)  attained,  ...         ...         ...  619 

Grace  (not  growing  in)  reproved,       ...          ...          ...          ...  7 

Grace  in  the  heart,  how  certain  though  the  feeling  thereof  uncertain,  18 

Grace  (men  to  be  thankful  for  the  little  strength  of)  that  God  affordeth,  41 
Grace  and  goodness  to  be  highly  esteemed,  even  in  men  of  the  lowest ' 

condition,       ...         ..          ...          ...          ...          ...  53 

Grace  (how  there  may  be  partial  desertions  of)  in  God's  dearest  chil- 
dren, but  never  total  nor  final  ones,         ...          ...          ...  67 

Grace,  the  hypocrite  and  true  Christian,  their  difference  in  growth  of,  270 

Grace  (small  buddings  of)  in  the  soul  an  argument  of  greater  growth,  324 

Grace  to  be  communicated,   ...          ...          ...          ...           ..  355 

Grace  (perfection  of)  to  be  endeavoured,         ...          ...         ...  366 

Grace  (the  Christian's  growth  in)  enjoined,      ...         ...         ...  394 

Grace  (man,  by  refusing  the  tenders  of)  becomes  the  cause  of  his  own 

destruction,     ...         ...          ...          ...          ...         ...  473 

Grace,  how  it  is  that  the  sweet  fruits  of  it  cease  to  grow  on  the  bitter 

root  of  nature, ...         ...          ..          ...          ...         ...  480 

Grace  (means  in  the  attainment  and  the  use  of)  enjoined  by  God,  ..  487 

Grace  of  God  is  all  in  all,     ...          ...          ...          ...         ...  606 

Grace  (true)  may  be  seemingly  but  not  really  at  a  loss  in  the  soul,  636 
Graces  (why  they  who  have  the  strongest)  subject  to  the  strongest  cor- 
ruptions,        ...          ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  52 

Graces  of  God's  children,  God  exerciseth  the,   ...      .   ...         ...  102 

Graces  of  God's  Spirit,  though  seemingly  lost,  found  at  last,        ...  438 

Graces  of  the  Spirit  to  be  made  the  soul's  furniture,        ~          ...  383 

Graces  of  the  Spirit  to  be  held  fast  in  the  midst  of  temporal  losses,  215 

Graces  of  the  Spirit,  how  it  is  that  they  may  at  present  seem  lost,  485 

Graces  divine,  not  parts  human,  hold  out  in  the  end,      ...         ...  486 

Great  things  (the  vanity  of  men  in  seeking  after)  condemned,       ...  423 

Greatness  and  honour,  vanity  of,       ...          ...         ...         ...  44 

Ground  (a  small  plot  of)  sufficient  for  the  greatest  landed  man  at  the 

time  of  death,  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  364 


H. 

Happiness  (true)  not  to  be  found  in  the  best  of  creatures  here  below,  43 

Happiness  (no  way  to)  but  by  holiness,           ...          ...  ...  86 

Happiness  of  heaven  not  to  be  expressed,         ...          ...  ...  88 

Happiness  of  him  that  hath  the  Lord  for  his  God,          ...  ...  131 

Hearing  God's  Word  (attention  in)  commended,           ...  ...  209 

Hearers  of  the  Word  (good  and  bad)  their  difference,     ...  ...  272 

Heart  of  man,  God  the  only  searcher  of  the,     ...          ...  •«  258 

Heart  of  man,  how  it  may  be  kept  up  steady  in  troublous  times,  ...  342 

Heart  of  a  worldly-minded  man  never  satisfied,             ...  ...  380 

Heart,  God  the  searcher  of  the  secrets  of  the,    ...          ...  ...  389 

Heart  communication,  the  want  thereof  deplorable,       ...  ...  483 

Heart  (the)  God  able  to  persuade  it  fully,         ...          ...  ...  617 

Heaven  the  poor  saint's  comfortable  inheritance,           ...  ...  8 

Heaven  hereafter  (to  provide  for),  while  in  this  world,    ...  ...  & 

Heaven  not  to  be  found  on  earth,       ...         ...         ...  •••  185 

Heaven,  the  misgiving  thoughts  of  a  worldly-minded  man  in  reference 

to  the  enjoyment  of,      ...          ...          ...          ...  •••  1*0 
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Heaven  to  be  always  in  our  thoughts, 
Heaven  a  place  of  holiness,  ... 

Heaven,  no  pains  to  be  thought  too  much  for  the  getting  of, 
Heaven  (why  it  is  that  God  affords  some  glimpses  of)  even  in  this 
life,  ...         ...         ...         ...  ... 

Heaven  and  heavenly  things,  every  man  to  make  himself  sure  of,  ... 
Heaven  (things  of)  to  be  waited  for  with  patience, 
Heavenly-minded  man  looks  through  and  beyond  affliction, 
Heavenly  mindedness  of  a  child  of  God, 

Heavenly  or  earthly  minded,  how  to  know  whether  a  man  may  be, 
Heavenly  rewards  (Christians  having  an  eye  upon)  not  to  be  daunted 

at  outward  troubles, 
Hebrew  tongue,  originality  and  excellence  of,  ... 
Hell  (fear  of)  to  be  a  restraint  from  the  least  sin, 
Hell  torments,  the  eternity  of  them  to  be  considered,  ... 
Hell  broke  loose  by  the  swarms  of  sectaries,  ranters,  &c, 
Hell,  no  return  from. 

Heretics,  seducers,  &c,  not  to  converse  with,  ... 
History,  the  benefit  of. 

Holy  Spirit  (motions  of)  differently  enjoyed  by  a  reprobate  and  a  re- 
generate man,  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Holy  Spirit  (motions  of)  tend  in  wicked  men  to  outward  formality, 

Holy  Spirit,  how  to  be  understood  that  it  dwelleth  in  us, 

Holy  Spirit  (nature  and  properties  of)  set  forth  for  our  instruction  in 
similitude  of  a  dove,      ■  .  ...  ...  ... 

Holy  duties,  men  to  be  constant  in  perfo.mance  of, 

Holy  duties  call  for  holy  inspiration, 

Holiness  an  excellent  thing,  ...  ...  ... 

Honesty  the  best  policy,       ...  ...  ... 

Honour  and  greatness  (worldly),  their  vanity  to  be  considered, 

Honours  and  preferments,  men  not  to  be  proud  of, 

Hope  of  future  joy  sweeteneth  present  sorrow,  ... 

Hope  to  be  kept  up  in  the  midst  of  all  perplexities,  ... 

Hospitality  (the  want  of)  reproved,  ... 

Human  nature,  how  it  may  in  some  sort  be  said  to  excel  the  angelical, 

Humble  spirit,  God's  dwelling  in  the, 

Humility  appeaseth  God's  anger,        ...  ...  . 

Humility,  the  true  nature  of, 
Humility,  the  excellency  of, 
Humility,  the  virtue  of, 
Humility,  the  sovereign  virtue  of, 

Humility  exalted,   ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Humility  appeaseth  the  wrath  of  God  incensed, 
Husband,  the  head  of  the  wife, 
Husband  and  wife,  each  other's  crown, 
Hypocrisy  discovering  itself  in  the  end,  ... 
Hypocrite  (how  the)  deceives  himself  in  seeking  after  God, 
Hypocrite,  subtle,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Hypocrite,  being  true  to  none  is  beloved  of  none, 
Hypocrite,  the  comfortless,  ... 
Hypocrites  discovering  their  own  shame, 
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Idleness  the  very  inlet  of  all  temptations,         ...  ...  ...  11 

Ignorant,  wordly  purchasers,             ...          ...  ...  ..  250 

Ignorant  reformers,  whether  in  church  or  state,  reproved,  ...  393 

Ignorance,  especially  in  the  ways  of  God,  reproved,  ...  ...  442 

Ignorance,  especially  in  the  ways  of  God,  condemned,  ...  ...  446 

Ignorance  and  wilfulness  ill  met,        ...          ...  ..  ...  £02 

Imagination  (how  strength  of)  persuades  out  of  the  way  in  matters  of 

religion,         ...          ...          ...          ...  ...      '   ...  C9 

Immutability,  God's,           ...          ...          ...  ...  ...  200 

Inconstancy,  with  ways  of  God,  reproved,       ...  ...  ...  399 

Incorrigible  sinner's  desperate  condition,         ...  ...  ...  411 

Infirmities,  the  saints',         ...          ...          ...  ...  ...  463 

Ingratitude,  the  monstrous  sin  of,      ...         ...  ...  ...  499 

Ingratitude  condemned,       ...          ...         ...  ...  ...  518 

Inhumanity  condemned,       ...          ...         ...  ...  ...  102 

Innovations  in  church  and  state  very  dangerous,  ...  ...  168 

Intercession,  exalting  of  Christ's,       ...         ...  ...  ..  290 

Invocation  of  saints  and  angels  condemned,      ...  ...  ...  349 


J- 

Jesting  at  religion,  great  danger  of  use  in,        ...          ...          ,..  £9 

Joys  of  heaven,  men  upon  hearing  thereof  to  be  much  taken  therewith,  202 
oys  of  heaven  (mention  of)  to  be  a  winning  subject  upon  the  souls  of  men,  203 
udgment  (why  difference  of)  hath  been  and  ever  will  be  in  the  minds 

of  men,          ...          ...          ...          ...          ...         ...  37 

Judgment  {others  of  different)  how  further  may  compliance  be  lawful  with,  103 

Judgment  (last)  the  day  of,  a  terrible  day,        ...          ...         ...  306 

Judgment  (minding  the  day  of)  an  excellent  means  to  prevent  sin,  419 

Just  (the)  not  to  be  dejected,  though  their  joy  be  not  perfect  in  this  life,  292 

Justice  (commutative)  to  do  as  we  would  be  done  by,      ...         ...  101 

ustice  duly  administered,  the  people's  benefit  thereby,    ...          ...  452 

ustice,  the  excellency  of,     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  472 

ustice  moderated,              ...         ...          ...          ...          ...  521 

ustice  to  be  purely  administered,       ...          ...         ...         ...  648 


K. 

Kingdoms,  commonwealths,  &c,  love,  unity,  and  peace,  best  sup- 
porters of,       ...         ...         ...          ...         ...          ...  54 

Kings,  princes,  and  rulers,  to  hearken  to  good  counsel,  ...          ...  293 

Kings,  princes,  governors,  &c,  to  be  regarded  by  those  that  are  under 

them,            ...         ...         ...         ...         ..          . .  507 

Kings  and  princes,  &c.  (good  and  bad),  their  difference,  ...          ...  337 

Knowledge  and  learning  to  be  owned  wheresoever  they  be  found,  114 

Knowledge  (experimental)  the  only  knowledge,            ...         ...  156 

Knowledge  (the  keys  of)  much  abused  by  those  that  keep  them,  ...  276 
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Lands  and  livings,  men  not  to  be  proud  of  their,  ...  ... 

Late  service,  God  hardly  accepting  of, 
Late  service  done  unto  Cod,  why  it  is  seldom  accepted,  ... 
Law  (nature  of)  abused,       ...         ...  ...         ...         ...  14 

Law  (the  work  of  the)  preceding  the  work  of  the  gospel,  ...  358 

Law  (the  glass  of  the)  truly  showing  men  what  they  are,  ...  476 

Lawsuits  (tedious  length  of )  condemned,         ...  ...  ...  BW 

Lawsuits  (the  multiplicity  of)  condemned         ...  ...  ...  406 

Learn,  no  man  too  good  to  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

Learning,  commodity  and  discommodity  of,      ...  ...  ...  39 

Learning  (human),  right  use  of,  ...  ...  ...  ...  13" 

Learning  (human),  right  use  of  in  divinity, 
Learning  (human)  necessity  of  using,  in  divinity, 
Iyearning  (much)  to  be  found  in  a  small  compass  of  expressions,  ... 
Learning  (impossible  to  arrive  at  a  full  perfection  of)  in  this  life,  . .. 
Learning,  the  devil's  policy  to  root  out,  ...  ...  ... 

Learning  (human)  lawful  use  of  in  sermons,     ...  ...  ,. 

Lex  talioms,  ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Liars'  reward  and  punishment,  ...  ..* 

Libertinism,  the  law  abused  by,         ...  ...  ...  ... 

Library,  the  Christian's, 
Licentiousness,  liberty  the  cause  of, 
Life  (natural  and  spiritual),  great  difference  of,  ... 
Life  (long),  how  men  are  so  much  mistaken  in  the  thoughts  of,     ...  6i 
Life  (consideration  of  brevity  of)  to  work  man  to  contentment,     ...  Si 
Life,  how  every  good  Christian  is  to  order  his,  ...         ...  11 

Life  (consideration  of  the  shortness  of)  to  be  a  memento  of  death,  ...  14 
Life,  uncertainty  of  man's,    ...  ...  ...         ...  ...  430 

Life,  liberty,  estate,  &c,  to  be  undervalued  when  religion  is  in  danger 
of  being  lost,    ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Likeness  to  be  a  motive  to  loveliness,  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Little  (a)  with  contentment  sufficient,  ... 
Loser  (no  man  a)  by  giving  himself  up  to  God, 
Loss  of  friends  or  children,  not  to  repine  at,     ...  ...  ...  29 

Loss  of  an  only  son  or  nearest  relative  not  to  be  overmuch  lamented, 
Love  (great  want  of)  to  be  deplored,  ... 
Love  unto  Christ,  difference  betwixt  true  and  feigned,    ...  ...  619 

Lusts  (fleshly),  the  danger  of  them,     ...  ...  ...         ...  'ill 

M.  '  ' 

Magistrate  and  minister  to  go  hand  in  hand  together, 
Magistrates,  ministers,  &c,  why  to  be  examples  of  good  to  others, 
Magistrates,  ministers,  &c,  to  be  men  of  courage, 
Magistrates  and  men  in  authority  to  be  exemplary  to  all  others,  ... 
Magistrates  to  be  men  of  understanding, 
Magistrates  to  be  impartial  in  justice,  ... 

Magistrates  to  be  active  examples  of  good  to  others,       ...  ,., 
Magistrates  not  to  be  guilty  of  that  which  they  do  forbid  in  others, 
Magistrates,  rulers,  4rc,  the  great  comfort  of  good,         .,  ... 


M 

34 

7» 


8 

« 


INDEX.  571 

Magistrates  to  stand  up  in  the  cause  of  God  against  all  opposition,  829 
Magistrates,  rulers,  &c,  of  all  men  to  be  resolved  in  the  cause  of  God 

and  their  country,         ...          ...          ...         ...         ...  33s 

Magistrates,  ministers,  Ac,  their  rule  to  walk  by,          ...         ...  382 

Man  (how  one)  is  punished  for  another's  sin,    ...          ...          ...  126 

Man  and  wife  to  bespeak  one  another  kindly,  ...          ...          ...  419 

Man  by  nature  lawless  and  ill  advised,            ...          ...          ..  465 

Man  not  to  be  trusted  unto,  ...         ...         ...         ...          ...  626 

Man's  nothingness,             ...         ...          ...          ...          ...  457 

Marriage  not  to  be  made  for  money  only,        ...          ...          ...  304 

Marriage  being  once  past,  folly  to  repent  the  choice  of  a  wife,      ...  308 

Martyr  s  welcome  to  heaven,  ■          ...          ...          ...         ...  177 

Meanings  (good)  of  bad  men  destructive,         ...          ...          ...  461 

Meditation  (the  benefit  of )  as  to  mollifying  the  heart,     ...         ...  145 

Meditation  (divine),  necessity  of,       ...          ...          ...          ...  147 

Meditation  (divine),  the  beginning  thereof  in  the  matter  of  practice,  very 

difficult,         ...         ...         ...         ...          ...         ...  148 

Meditation  (divine),  natural  wants  and  weaknesses  not  to  be  objected 

against  the  practice  of,  ...         ...         ...          ...         ...  ISO 

Meditation  (divine)  want  of  matter  not  to  be  pretended  against  the  practice  of,  1 62 

Meditation,  the  difficulty  in  the  first  entrance  thereupon,             ...  488 

Memory  (a  good),  the  excellence  of,   ...         ...          ...          ...  839 

Memory  (the  general  badness  of)  in  good  things,           ...          ...  340 

Men  (all)  must  die  and  lie  down  in  the  dust,     ...          ...          ...  298 

Men  (carnal,  unregenerate)  unserviceable  both  in  church  and  state,  316 
Men  to  be  as  well  industrious  in  their  callings  as  zealous  in  their  devotions,  327 

Men  to  pray  for  others  as  well  as  themselves,   ...          ..          ...  329 

Men  created  for  the  service  of  God,    ...          ...          ...          ...  614 

Mercies  formerly  enjoyed  (consideration  of)  an  excellent  means  to  bear 

up  our  spirits  under  present  afflictions,      ...          ...          ...  22 

Mercies  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  danger  of  dallying  with  them,      ...  136 

Mercies  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  to  be  sought  while  they  may  be  found,  137 

Mercies  of  God  to  be  particularly  recorded  to  posterity,  ...          ...  176 

Mercies  of  God  to  be  recorded  to  all  posterity,  ...         ...          ...  280 

Mercies  received  (acknowledgment  of)  the  ready  way  to  have  them 

further  enlarged,          ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  493 

Mercy  (God  showing)  only  for  Christ  Jesus'  sake,         ...         ...  179 

Mercy  (God's  great  tenders  of)  to  repentant  sinners,       ...          ...  460 

Mercy  (a  great  exceeding)  to  be  one  of  God's  dear  children,        ...  630 

Merit-mongers  condemned,   ...          ...         ...         ...          ...  116 

Minister  (godly),  piety  not  promotion  that  makes  up  a,  ..          ...  149 

Minister  to  keep  close  to  his  text,       ...          ...         ...          ...  302 

Minister  (a  non-resident  slothful)  worthily  discouraged,              ...  403 

Minister  and  magistrates'  duty  in  the  suppression  of  vice,            ...  460 

Ministers  (people  to  show  their  love  to)  in  vindication  of  their  credit,  75 
Ministers  to  be  careful  in  the  practice  of  that  which  they  preach  to  others,  113 

Ministers  to  be  held  in  respect  by  the  people,    ...          ...          ...  122 

Ministers  of  the  gospel  to  be  of  godly  lives  and  conversations,      ...  130 
Ministers  to  preach  the  gospel  notwithstanding  the  discouragements 

of  their  auditors,  and  why  so,      ...          ...          ...          ...  190 

Ministers  to  be  men  of  gravity  and  experience,  ...          ...          ...  208 

Ministers  to  be  men  of  knowledge  and  understanding,     ...          ...  467 

Ministers  (young  raw)  to  be  reproved,             ...          ...          ...  282 


INDEX. 


Ministers  (negligent)  advised, 

Ministers  to  be  acquainted  with  the  state  of  men's  souk,  ... 
Ministers  to  be  careful  in  reproving  sinners, 
Ministers  to  be  as  they  are  called,  spiritual  men, 
Ministers  to  be  earnestly  jealous  in  preaching  God's  Word, 
Ministers  to  be  active  and  vigorous  in  reproof  of  sin, 
Ministers'  calling  to  be  craved  from  God, 
Ministers  not  to  be  verbal  but  real  in  their  expressions,  ... 
Ministers' calling  full  of  labour  and  toil, 
Ministers*  joy  in  the  conversion  of  souls, 
Ministry  (least  man  in  the)  not  to  be  contemned,  „, 
Ministry,  four  sorts  of  men  undertaking  the  work  of  the,  ... 
Miracles  (Popish)  condemned, 
Moderation  the  forerunner  of  peace, 
Mortification,  the  excellency  of, 
Mortification,  great  necessity  of,         ...  ... 

Motherly  affection  (greatness  of)  to  an  only  son, 
Multitude  (the),  not  to  be  guided  by,  ...  ...  „ 

Multitude  (unguided)  the  vanity  of, 
Murmuring  at  God's  doings,  the  prejudice  thereof, 

N. 

Name  (a  good),  the  excellence  of. 
Names  (good)  of  God's  people,  though  now  obscured,  yet  hereafter 

will  be  cleared, 
Names,  men  to  keep  np  the  credit  of  their, 

Names  (proper)  of  men,  not  to  be  so  much  regarded  as  appellative, 

Nature  (state  of)  an  absolute  state  of  impotency,  ... 

Nature  (state  of),  for  all  its  specious  outside,  a  state  of  friendship  with 

hell,  ...  ...  ...   

Natural  persuasions,  the  invalidity  of  them  in  point  of  true  believing, 
Neutrality  in  church  or  state  condemned, 

New  creature,  daily  amendment  of  life  enjoined  to  the  making  up  of  a, 
Nobility,  Christianity  the  best,  ...  ... 

o. 

Oath  in  judicature  or  otherwise,  men  to  be  careful  how  they  make. 
Obedience,  true. 

Occurrences  of  the  world,  the  art  of  spiritualising  and  observing  God's 

providence  therein, 
Old  customs  and  forms  in  religious  worship,  hard  to  draw  men  out  of, 
Old  (no  man  so)  but  he  may  learn  something,  ... 
Old  age,  the  great  danger  of  repentance  put  off  till, 
Omniscience  of  God  necessarily  demonstrated  from  His  omnipresence, 
Omniscience,  God's,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Omnipresence  of  God  (consideration  of  the)  a  strong  motive  to 

Christian  confidence,      ...  ...  ... 

Omnipresence  of  God  (consideration  of  the)  to  be  a  dissuasive  from  sin. 
Omnipresence  (God's)  the  consideration  of  it  to  be  a  restraint  from  sin, 
Order,  ill  out  of,  ... 
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Ordinances  oi  God,  men  to  be  forward  in  frequenting  the,  ...  155 

Ordinances  (true  love  to  God's),  will  cause  a  man  to  love  God,  ...  171 

Others  (men  usually  judging)  to  be  like  themselves,       ...  ...  306 

Others,  to  compassionate  the  miseries  of,          ..          ...  ...  307 

Otherwise  thus,      ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  ...  447 


P. 


Painting  themselves,  men  or  women  condemned  for,      ...  ...  434 

Parents,  children  to  have  a  care  how  they  marry  without  consent  of,  163 

Parents' necessities,  children  to  be  ready  in  relief  of,      ...  ...  194 

Parents  not  to  be  forsaken  though  they  be  infidels  and  wicked,  ...  177 

Parents  to  show  good  examples  to  their  children,           .,.  ...  213 

Parents  to  be  careful  in  the  instruction  of  their  children,  ...  -315 

Patiently  to  wait  God's  time  for  deliverance,     ...          ...  ...  370 

Peace,  why  we  must  follow  the  things  that  make  for  our,  ...  35 

Peace  of  conscience,  nature  cannot  work  out,                ..  ...  371 

Peace  of  conscience,  not  wrought  out  by  merry  company  or  drinking,  372 

Peace  (men  to  be  at)  one  with  another,           ...         ...  ...  449 

Peace  linking  the  church  and  commonwealth  together,    ...  ...  451 

Peace,  the  true  improvement  of,        ...          ...         ...  ...  456 

Perfection  (Christian)  to  be  attained  by  degrees,            ...  ...  166 

Persecution  of  God's  Church,  vast  difference  betwixt  His  ends  and 

man's  as  to  this,           ...          ...          ...          ...  ...  6 

Persecution  (to  be  ready  to  suffer)  by  Christ's  example,  ...  140 

Perseverance,  the  crown  of,              ...         ...          ...  ...  353 

Perseverance  in  goodness  enjoined,     ...  ...  ..  ..  359,  547 

Piety,  progress  to  be  endeavoured  in,    .          ...         ...  ...  285 

Piety  (progress  in)  enjoined,             ...         ...          ...  ...  409 

Piety  and  policy  not  inconsistent,        ..         ...         ...  ...  408 

Politician  (the  wicked)  discovered,      ..          ...         ...  ...  398 

Politicians  spoiled  in  the  height  of  wicked  desires,         ...  ...  62 

Poor  men  (persons  of )  not  to  be  slighted,        ...          ...  ...  217 

Poor  in  spirit  (blessedness  of  the)  in  the  matter  of  hearing  God's  word,  234 
Poor  and  needy,  rulers,  magistrates,  &c  to  stand  up  for  the  cause  of  the,  538 

Poor's  relief  (the)  heaven's  treasures,               ..          ...  ...  253 

Popery  a  mere  heap  of  confusion,      ...          ...          ...  ...  163 

Poverty,  the  spiritual  benefit  of,         ...          ...          ...  ...  266 

Power  of  God  and  man,  vast  difference  betwixt,           ...  ...  458 

Powerful  preaching  of  the  gospel,      ...          ...         ..  ...  544 

Prayer  (no  comfortable  return  of)  till  sin  be  removed,     ...  ...  114 

,  Prayer,  how  to  think  of  God  in,        ...          ...          ...  ...  239 

Prayer,  when  it  may  be  said  to  be  the  best  time  for,       ...  ...  287 

Prayer  (fervency  in),  the  prevalency  thereof,     ...         ...  ...  316 

Prayer  for  others  in  the  same  condition  with  ourselves,  prevalent 

with  God,       ...         ...          ...          ...          ...  ...  330 

Prayer,  how  to  discover  our  thoughts  in  preparation  to,  ...  ...  353 

Prayer,  things  unlawful  not  to  be  asked  of  God  in,         ...  ...  362 

Prayer  and  endeavour  to  be  joined  together,     ...          ...          ...  390 

Prayer  a  spiritual  prevailing  sword,    ...         ...          ...         ...  524 

Prayers  (rash,  inconsiderate)  reproved,           ...          ...          ...  295 

Prayers  (God's  gracious  return  of  His  people's)  in  the  time  of  their 

distress,         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  327 
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Preaching,  ministers  advised  in  the  profitable  method  of, 
l'rcai  hiii^,  lewdness  of  the  preacher's  life  no  warrant  to  slight  the  or- 
dinance of,       ...  ...  ...  ... 

Preacher  (men  from  spiritual  pride  preferring  one)  before  another 
condemned,     ...  ...  ...  ...  „  ... 

Preachers  (ignorant  upstart)  reproved, 
Predestination,  how  to  make  a  right  use  of  the  doctrine  of, 
Preferment  {men  seeking  after  high)  not  fit  to  he  entertained  therein, 
Preferment,  ministers  of  all  men  not  to  be  found  trucking  for, 
Pride,  the  vanity  thereof, 

Pride,  the  vanity  and  sinfulness  thereof,  ...  ...  ,., 

Pride  a  main  engine  of  the  devil,        ,..  ...  ...  ... 

Pride  and  humility,  vast  difference  betwixt, 

Pride  in  riches,  honours,  preferments,  Ac,,  the  vanity  of,  ... 
Pride  in  apparel  condemned,  ...  ...  ,,. 

Printing  of  learned  men's  works  instrumental  to  God's  glory, 
Profession  of  holiest  men  condemned  for  being  easily  taken  off  by  re- 
moval of  danger. 
Professor  (the  carnal)  described, 
Professors,  trial  of  true  and  false, 

Professors,  times  of  trouble  and  danger  distinguish  true  from  fake  ones, 

Proficiency  (non-)  in  the  ways  of  God  and  religion  condemned. 

Promises  (to  be  careful  of  vows  and)  made  in  time  of  extremity,  .« 

Promises  without  abilities  of  performance  not  to  be  regarded, 

Prosperity  will  discover  what  a  man  is, 

Prosperity  of  the  wicked,  why  not  to  be  troubled  at,   .  .. 

Prosperity  (unhappy)  happy  adversity, 

Prosperity  (in  time  of)  to  provide  for  adversity, 

Prosperity  of  wicked  not  to  be  envied  at, 

Prosperity  for  the  most  part  draws  envy  to  it,  ... 

Prosperity  attended  by  fears  and  cares, 

Proud  man's  memento. 

Providence  of  God,  not  secondary  causes,  to  be  rested  on, 
Providence  of  God,  tyrants,  infidels,  &c,  forced  to  acknowledge  the, 
Prudential  part  of  a  man  to  do  as  well  as  he  may, 
Punishment  of  soul  and  body  together,  how  it  comes  to  be, 
Punishment,  every  man  to  confess  that  his  own  sin  is  the  cause, 

though  not  always  the  occasion  of  his, 
Punishments  of  the  wicked  in  this  life,  nothing  in  comparison  of  those 

in  hell  hereafter,  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Purgatory  (place  of)  a  mere  dream,  ... 

Purity  and  the  heart  of  man  seldom  meet  together, 

Purity  of  heart,  no  comfortable  sight  of  God  without, 
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Ranters' religion,    ...  ...         ...  ...  — 

Ranters,  roaming  boys,  &c,  their  conversion  not  confusion  to  be  en- 
deavoured,      ...  ...  —  ... 

Reconciliation  to  be  made  with  all  men, 

Redemption,  high  price  of  man's, 

Reformers  (women)  intolerable, 

Regenerated,  men  to  labour  that  they  be,  ... 
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Regeneration,  the  excellency  of,         ...         ...          ...          ...  446 

Relation  of  parents,  wife,  children,  to  be  slighted  if  they  once  appear 

in  competition  with  the  commandments  of  God,      ...          ...  432 

Religion,  how  so  many  professors,  and  so  few  Christians  and  practisers  of,  90 
Religion,  a  duty  both  to  God  and  man, 

Religion  (the  way  of)  irksome  in  the  beginning,  but.  comfortable  in 

the  end,          ...          ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  124 

Religion  not  to  be  made  a  stalking  horse  to  policy,        ...         ....  212 

Religion  pretended,  mischief  intended,             ...          ...          ...  249 

Religion,  men  to  be  careful  of  their  principles  in,          ...         ...  264 

Religion  (affectation  of  novelty  in  the  way  of)  reproved,             ...  412 

Religion  (neutrality  in)  condemned,    ...          ...         ...          ...  •  434 

Religion  (unsteadfastness,  giddiness,  &c.  in  the  profession  of)  reproved,  503 

Religion  (the  path  of)  lost  as  it  were  in  the  crowd  of  many  religions,  616 

Religion,  great  danger  in  not  standing  in  the  profession  of,          ...  522 

Religious  performances,  not  to  admit  of  delays  in,          ...          ...  415 

Religious  duties  (the  sins  of  our)  corrected  by  Christ,  and  then  pre- 
sented to  God  the  Father,          ...          ...          ...         ...  482 

Religious  (the)  hypocrite  described,    ...          ...          ...          ...  529 

Repentance  (timely)  Satan's  policy  in  keeping  us  from,  ...          ...  83 

Repentance  (great  work  of)  not  to  be  deferred,  and  why  so,         ...  118 

Repentance  not  to  be  put  off  till  old  age,         ...          ...          ...  242 

Repentance  (every  man  to  find  out  the  impediments  to)  in  himself,  356 

Repentance  to  be  universal,              ...          ...          ...         ...  478 

Repentant  fears,  great  benefit  of,       ...         ...         ...         ...  171 

Reproaches  of  men,  how  to  bear,      ...         ...         ...         ...  171 

Reproaches  to  be  borne  cheerfully,  because  God  is  concerned  therein,  172 

Reproaches  and  sufferings  for  the  name  of  Christ,  marks  of  salvation,  176 

Reproaches  and  sufferings  made  honourable  by  God,      ...          ...  179 

Reproofs  of  a  wise  man  not  to  be  slighted,       ...          ...         ...  299 

Resigned  unto  all  things,  the  will  of  God  to  be,            ...          ...  635 

Restitution  (neglect  of)  condemned,    ...          ...          ...          ...  225 

Resurrection  of  the  just  asserted,        ...          ...         ...         ...  106 

Resurrection  of  the  dead  asserted,      ...          ...          ...          ...  286 

Revelations  (pretended)  grand  impostry  of,       ...          ...          ...  222 

Revenge,  not  to  be  hasty  in  the  matter  of,        ...          ...          ...  335 

Reward  (certainty  of  the  good  man's)  from  God,           ...         ...  899 

Reward  (the  fullness  of)  reserved  till  after  this  life,        ...          ...  460. 

Rewards  and  punishments  (the  proposal  of)  very  useful  to  the  bring- 
ing unto  Christ,           ...          ...          ...         ...         ...  601 

Rich  man  (wicked),  sad  condition  at  the  time  of  death,  ...         ...  66 

Rich  men  to  be  mindful  of  what  they  have  received  at  God's  hand,  187 

Rich  (truly,  and  truly  honourable)  how  to  be,  ...          ...          ...  198 

Rich  man  (an  uncharitable)  no  heavenly-minded  man,    ...          ...  231 

Rich  man  pleading  poverty  condemned,           ...          ...         ...  811 

Rich,  better  to  be  honestly  than  lustily,          ...         ...         ...  265 

Riches,  how  to  become  true  possessors  of,        ...         ...          ...  26 

Riches  and  health,  to  use  them  aright,  blessed  things,     ...         ...  68 

Riches,  danger  of  them  not  being  well  used,      ...          ...          ...  96 

Riches,  the  danger  that  attends  them,  ...         ...          ...         ...  266 

Riches,  very  dangerous  in  the  getting  of  them,  ...         ...         ...  855 

Riches,  honours,  &c,  the  different  use  made  of  them,     ...         ...  378 

Riches  (the  love  of)  very  dangerous,    ..         ...       '  ...         ...  878 


576 
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Riches,  how  to  be  used,       ...  ...         ...  ... 

Riches,  uncertain  comfort  in,  ...  ...  „. 

Riches,  their  usefulness  in  point  of  calamity, 
Riches,  dangerous  use  of, 
Riches  of  Christ  inexhaustible, 

Righteousness  (how  the  pleasures  of)  are  not  discerned  by  unrighteous 
men,  ... 

Rulers  and  men  in  authority  subject  to  many  failings  in  government, 
Rulers  and  magistrates,  &c,  to  be  men  of  public  spirit,  ... 


Sabbath  day  (to  be  more  strict  in  the  observance  of)  than  heretofore, 
and  why  so,     ...  ...  ... 

Sacrilege,  the  heavy  judgment  of  God  depending  thereon,  ... 
Sacrilege  (the  sin  of)  condemned, 
Sacrilegious  persons  condemned, 

Saints' everlasting  peace,       ..  ..  ...  ... 

Salvation  so  ordered  by  God  that  few  or  none  of  His  people  live  and 

die  without  assurance  of. 
Salvation  (no)  but  by  the  mercies  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus, 
Satan's  subtlety  to  ensnare, 

Satan's  aim  at  those  that  have  most  of  God  and  religion  in  them, 

Scoffing  drunkard's  sad  condition, 

Scripture  describing  Satan  and  sin  in  its  colours, 

Scripture  to  be  only  rested  upon,        ...  ...  .,, 

Scripture  (the  book  of)  to  be  preferred  above  all  other  books, 
Scriptures,  the  praiseworthiness  of  reading  and  enquiring  into  the, 
Scriptures  to  be  made  the  rule  of  all  ouractions, 

Scriptures,  how  so  many  deceive  themselves  in  not  rightly  searching  the, 
Scriptures  (holy)  to  be  valued  above  all  other  writings,  ... 
Scriptures  (the),  to  bless  God  for  the  revelation  of  Himself  in, 
Scriptures,  men  and  women  to  be  knowing  in  the. 
Sealed  by  the  Spirit,  how  wb  are  to  demean  ourselves  after  we  are, 
Secret  sins  (consideration  of  our)  a  motive  to  compassionate  others. 
Sectarian  schi^matical  seducers,  their  company  to  be  avoided,  ,. 
Sectarian  subtlety  diabolical  delusion, 
Security  the  cause  of  all  calamity, 
Self-denial,  the  excellency  of, 

Self-safety,  how  far  it  may  be  consulted,  ..         ...  ,„ 

Self-seekers  reproved,  ,.  ...  ...  ... 

Sermons  ^partiality  ot)  affection  in  hearing  condemned,  ... 
Sermon*  preached  and  sermons  printed,  difference  betwixt, 
Sermons,  the  danger  of  sleeping  out. 

Servants  of  God  (faithful  and  seeming)  differenced  by  way  of  reward. 
Servants,  men  to  be  careful  in  the  choice  of, 

Service  of  God  (backwardness  in)  reproved,      ..  ...  ... 

Service  performed  unto  God  must  be  personal,  ...  ... 

Sickness  immediately  inflicted  by  God, 

Signs  of  heaven,  as  we  are  not  to  be  dismayed  at  them,  so  not  to  he 

contemners  of  them,      ...  —  ...  .,. 

Silence,  when  and  how  commendable, 
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Simplicity  of  men  to  be  more  affected  with  the  loss  of  things  temporal 
than  things  spiritual,     ...         ...  ... 

Simonist  described,  ...         ...         .  • 

Sin  (difference  in  the  hatred  of )  by  godly  and  wicked  men, 
Sin,  custom  causeth  hardness  in, 

Sin  (why  the  more  a  man  is  now  troubled  for)  the  less  he  shall  be 

troubled  for  hereafter, 
Sin  (how  singling  out  of  one  beloved)  makes  way  to  a  full  sight  of 

all  sin, 

Sin  (how  to  know  whether  we  are  more  grieved  for)  than  for  worldly 

Sorrow  and  trouble, 
Sin,  excellency  of  godly  3orrow  for,  ...  ... 

Sin  (custom  in)  hard  to  be  drawn  from,  ...  ...  ... 

Sin,  misery  of  the  pleasures  of. 

Sin,  when  a  man  is  said  thoroughly  to  forsake, 

Sin,  men  deluded  by  Satan  in  not  taking  right  notions  of. 

Sin  of  a  dangerons  spreading  nature, 

Sin,  not  to  be  at  peace  with. 

Sin  (new  inventions  of)  condemned,  ., 

Sin  (known)  great  danger  of  living  in, 

Sin  unrepented  of,  heavy  on  the  soul  at  the  time  of  death. 

Sin  (best  of  men  not  free  from  )  in  this  life, 

Sin  (custom  in),  hardly  broken  off,     ..  „. 

Sin,  not  to  consent  onto,      ...  .  .  .. 

Sin,  how  it  is  that  the  law  is  said  to  be  the  strength  of, 

Sin  (slavery  of)  to  be  avoided,  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sin  of  the  meanest  man  in  a  nation  may  be  the  destruction  ..fit, 
Sin,  the  extreme  folly  of, 

Sin  may  be  excused  here  in  this  world,  but  not  hereafter,  ... 
Sin  (for  a  man  to  be  sorry  he  cannot  be  sorry  (or),  is  a  part  of  godly 
sorrow  for  sin, 

Sin  (least  proportion  of  godly  sorrow  for)  accepted  by  God, 
Sin,  sadness  of  insensibility  thereof, 

Sin  (occasion  of)  to  be  avoided,  ...  ...  ... 

Sin  to  be  looked  on  as  it  is,  fierce  and  cruel,       ..  ...  .* . 

Sin  and  the  sinner  very  hardly  parted,  ... 

Sin  (the  remainders  of)  even  in  the  best  of  God's  children,  ... 

Sin,  to  beware  how  we  come  into  the  debt  of, 

Sin  (sorrow  for)  must  be  in  particulars, 

Sin  (sorrow  for)  must  be  unquestionable, 

Sin  in  its  original  easy  to  be  found, 

Sin  (the  least  of)  to  be  resisted, 

Sin,  the  strange  nature  thereof,  ...  pa 

Sin,  great  danger  of  the  least,  ...  ... 

Sin,  heart  of  man  the  very  seed  plot  of  all, 

Sin  (all)  must  be  hated,  and  why  so,  ... 

Sin,  God  not  the  author  of,  ...  ... 

Sin  (great  danger  and  disgrace  of  lying  under  one)  eminent. 
Sin,  the  sinfulness  of,  ...         ...  mm 

Sin  (how  to  deal  with)  being  once  committed,  ... 
Sin  the  chief  cause  of  a  nation's  or  a  city's  ruin. 
Sin,  wherein  consisteth  the  sorrowful  nature  of, 
Sin,  our  own  natural  corruption  the  cause  of,  ... 
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Sin,  the  slavery  of,  ... 
Sin  (custom  in)  not  easily  removed, 
Sin  to  be  removed  as  the  cause  of  all  sorrows,  ... 
Sin,  the  godly  man's  hatred  of, 

Sin  to  be  abhorred  as  the  cause  of  Christ's  death,  ...  ... 

Sin  (a  less)  given  way  unto  makes  way  for  the  committing  of  greater, 
Sin,  the  woeful  degradation  of,  ...  ...  ...  ...  626 

Sin.  great  danger  of  admitting  the  least,  ...  ...  ...  62d 

Sinful  quality  (some  one)  predominant  more  than  others  in  the  heart  of  man,  340 
Sinner  (the  desperate),  madness  oi,     ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Sinner  (the  secure)  careless,  ...         ...  ...  ...  276 

Sinner  (the  abandoned),  how  he  is  to  be  cored,  ...         ...         ...  418 

Sinner  (the  poor  repentant),  comfortable  sight  of  Christ  Jesus  to,  ... 
Sinner,  condition  of  the  fearless  heart-hardened, 
Sinner's  (true  repentant)  encouragement,  notwithstanding  all  his 

former  wickedness,        ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sinners  crucifying  the  Lord  of  life  daily. 
Sinner's  (desperate)  madness,  ...  ...  ...  ...  491 

Sinners  (God's  pardoning  other  repentant)  a  great  motive  to  persuade 

us  that  He  will  pardon  us  also,    ...         ...         ...  ...  404 

Sinners,  God's  mercies  to  the  worst  of  repenting,  ...  ...  £12 

Sins  to  (take  heed  of  smaller)  as  bringing  on  greater,      ...  ...  21 

Sins  (deliberate,  premeditated,  &c.)  greatly  provoke  the  Spirit  of  God,  18 
Sins,  men  covering  them  with  specious  pretences,  ...  ...  31 

Sins  (little),  great  danger  in  commission  of,      ...  ...  ...  41 

Sins,  to  beware  of  masked  species  of,  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Sins  (beloved)  hardly  parted  with,      ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Sins  (men  to  be  willing  to  have  their)  reproved,  and  why.  ...  19 

Sins  of  parents,  how  it  is  that  they  are  visited  on  their  children,  ... 
Sins  the  destruction  of  any  people  or  nation. 

Sins  of  the  world,  Christ  voluntarily  engaging  Himself  to  take  away  the, 
Sins  (other  men's)  the  good  man's  sorrow, 

Sins  (how)  may  be  said  to  outlive  the  sinner,    ...  ...  ... 

Sins  (as  to  beware  of  all),  so  especially  of  beloved  sins,  ...  ... 

Sin's  lethargy,        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  475 

Sins,  men  by  nature  hardly  brought  to  the  confession  of  their,      ...  629 
Sins  (confession  of  some)  irksome  to  the  devil,  ...  ...  663 

Soldier's  calling  honourable,  ...         ...         ...  ...  286 

Sorrow,  sick  man's,  ...         ..,         ...         ...  ... 

Sorrow,  sin  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  cause  of,  .. 
Soul,  action  the  very  life  of  the. 

Soul  (captivated)  restless  till  it  be  in  Christ,       ..  ...  ...  12 

Soul  of  man  precious  in  the  sight  of  God,         ...  ...  ...  lg 

Soul  of  man,  excellency  of,  ... 
Soul  (a  polluted)  the  object  of  God's  hatred, 
Soul,  the  high  price  of  the,  ..         ...         ...  ...  ...  267 

Soul  (loss  of  the)  irrecoverable,         ...         ...         ...         ...  270 

Soul  not  to  be  starved  in  the  want  of  means,    ...  ...         ...  271 

Soul  (neglect  of  the)  reproved,  ...  ...  ...  ...  807 

Soul  (the  death  of  the)  more  to  be  lamented  than  the  death  of  the  body,  440 
Soul  (a  faithful)  and  an  unbeliever,  their  difference  in  relying  upon  God,  48 
Soul  (the  welfare  of)  to  be  preferred  before  any  worldly  enjoyments 
whatsoever,      ...         ...  ... 
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Soul's  safety,  to  take  special  care  for  the,         ...         ...          ...  lo 

Souls  to  save,  men  reproved  for  living  as  if  they  had  not,  ...        ...  44 

Soul's  restlessness  till  it  be  united  to  Christ,     ...         ...          ...  128 

Souls,  to  be  careful  of  our  precious,    ...          ...          ..         ...  192 

Souls  ( folly  of  men  in  parting  with  their)  for  trifles,        ...          ...  268 

Souls' safety  and  danger,      ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  272 

Souls  (our)  to  be  careful  in  keeping  and  presenting,  clean  at  the  time 

of  death,         ...          ...          ...          ...           ..          ...  285 

Souls,  men  to  set  a  high  value  on  their,           ...          ...         ...  371 

Souls,  men  to  be  active  in  regaining  their  lost,  ...          ...          ...  133 

Soul's  neglect  condemned,    ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  637 

Species  (everything  in)  made  perfect  at  one  and  thesame  time  in  creation,  262 

Spiritual  things,  natural  man's  blessedness  in,               ...          ...  237 

Spirit,  the  supernatural  workings  of  the,          ...          ...           ..  481 

State  politician's  religion,     ...           ...           ...           ...           ...  463 

State  politicians  siding  with  all  parties,             ..          ...          ...  454 

Succession  (happy)  of  a  Christian  family,         ...          ...          ...  133 

Successes,  uncertainty  of  temporal  victories  and,            ...          ...  243 

Suffering  (men  to  prefer)  before  sinning,           ..                      ...  609 

Sufferings  of  Christ  as  so  many  examples  to  teach  us  to  suffer,      ...  655 

Sunday  or  Lord's  Day  (the  excellency  of )  above  other  days,         ...  325 

Swearing  (vain)  God's  goodness  to  us  to  be  a  motive  to  abstain  from,  180 


Teachers  more  than  learners,            ...                       ...          ...  141 

Temperate  in  meat  and  drink,  to  be,  ...          ...         ...          ...  143 

Temporal  things  (vanity  of)  compared  with  those  eternal,             ...  100 

Temptations,  Satan's  subtlety  in  laying,           ...                       ...  67 

Temptations,  no  man  free  from,         ...          ...          ...          ...  61 

Temptations  from  within  and  without,  how  to  be  dealt  with,         ..  547 

Thankful  (to  be)  unto  God  in  the  saddest  of  times  and  conditions,  207 

Thanksgiving  (real)  to  be  made  unto  God  for  benefits  received,     ...  248 

Thoughts  (wicked)  to  be  carefully  washed  off  from  the  heart,       ...  459 

Time  (present  occasion  of)  to  be  made  use  of,               ...          ...  27 

Time  (present)  to  be  well  husbanded,             ...          ...          ...  44 

Time  misspent,  to  be  carefully  redeemed,         ...          ...          ...  167 

Time  (no)  to  be  man's  special  tine,     ...           ..          ...          ...  404 

Time  of  trouble,  to  depend  upon  God's  all  sufficiency  in,             ...  663 

Timely  accounting  with  God,  the  great  benefit  of,         ...          ...  441 

Time's  redemption,             ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  633 

Tongue,  the  heart's  interpreter,          ...         ...          ...          ...  60 

Tongue  (the)  for  the  most  part  a  mischievous  member,               ...  101 

Tongue  (a  reviling),  to  be  careful  how  we  come  under  the  evQ  of,  169 

Trade  and  commerce,  deceit  and  unfaithfulness  in,         ...          ...  186 

Trinity  (the blessed)  shadowed  out  in  familiar  resemblances,         ..  19S 

Trouble  and  vexation  of  spirit  not  to  be  allayed  by  wrong  means,  6 

Truth  (God  fetching  testimonies  of )  out  of  the  mouths  of  adversaries,  257 

Truth  commended,  falsehood  condemned,        ...         ...         ...  408 

Truth,  how  it  is  that  it  doth  not  always  appear,            ...    561 

Tyrants  raising  themselves  by  a  seeming  compliance  with  the  people,  455 
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U. 

Unanimity,  excellency  thereof,  .. 
Uncharitable  Christian  described,  .,, 
Unity  in  church  and  commonwealth,  the  excellency  ot,  ... 
Unlawful  and  prohibited  things,  men  by  nature  desirous  of, 
Upright  man  (the  sincere)  described,  ...  ...  ... 

Upright  mi!D  (sincere)  the  scarcity  thereof, 

Usurer  (the  devil  and  a  griping)  compared  together,       ...  ... 

Usurer  (biting)  described, 

Usury,  sad  condition  of  borrowing  in, 

V. 

Valour  (true)  of  a  captain  or  soldier  in  war,  wherein  it  consisteth,  ... 
Vanity  of  the  creature  without  God, 

Vows,  promises,  &c.  (non-performance  of)  condemned,  ... 


w. 

Wanton  hearers  of  the  word  reproved,  ...  ... 

War  (the  sword  of)  impartial, 

War  (the  rage  of)  with  richest  countries. 

Watchfulness  (Christian)  enjoined. 

Wicked  man  (every)  a  curse  to  the  place  he  lives  in,      ...  ... 

Wicked  men  made  by  God  instrumental  for  the  good  of  H  is  people. 

Wicked  men  (implacable  malice  of)  against  professors  of  the  gospel, 

Wicked  men  (the  company  of)  to  be  avoided, 

Wicked  men,  great  pains  they  take  to  go  to  hell, 

Wicked  men  preserved  for  exemplary  punishment,        ...  ... 

Wicked  men,  how  they  are  said  to  be  none  of  God's  children, 
Wicked  men  (drunken),  how  it  is  they  think  well  of  themselves,  ., 
Wicked  persons  may  be  in  a  godly  family,        ...  ... 

Wicked  (plots  and  contrivances  of  the)  turning  to  the  good  of  God's 
people, 

Wicked  thoughts,  the  great  danger  of  cherishing, 
Wicked  (prosperity  of  the)  not  to  be  disquieted  at, 
Wicked  (cruelty  of  the)  no  prejudice  to  the  godly, 
Wife,  every  man  to  think  the  best  of  his  own, 
Wife  (a)  to  be  a  housewife,  ...  ... 

Wife  (a)  and  no  wife,  ...  ...         ...  ...  ... 

Wisdom,  how  to  be  regulated. 

Wise  (every  man  to  be)  for  himself  as  well  as  for  others, 
Wise  men  dying  as  well  as  fools. 
Wit,  how  to  make  a  right  use  thereof, 
Wives,  men  to  bear  with  the  infirmity  of  their, 
Wives  to  love  their  husbands  cordially, 
Wives  to  be  subject  to  their  husbands, 
Wives  to  be  bred  by  their  husbands  as  wives,  ... 
Word  of  God  (men  to  hear  the),  though  they  come  with  prejudicial 
thoughts, 

Word  of  God  (to  be  diligent  hearers  of  the),  and  remember  what  we  hear. 
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Word  of  God  (to  keep  close  to  the),  especially  in  times  of  trouble,  343 
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